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CHAPT.EH  VI. 

$  I.  The  Ruffian*  take  Oczakow.  $  IL  Death  of  Gaf- 
ton  de  Medicis,  Duke  of  Tufcany.  &  III.  Death  of 
Caroline;  Queen  confort  of  England.     §  IV.  Dif- 

fute  in  Parliament  about  theflanding  army.  §  V. 
Spanijh  depredations.     §  VI.  Motives  of  the  mini- 

Jler  for  avoiding  a  war.  $  VIL  Aadrefs  to  the 
King  on  the  fubjeil  of  the  depredations.   §VIIL  Bill 

forfecuring  the  trade  of  his  Majefty  sfubje3s  in  Ame- 
rica. ^  IX.  Debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  $  X* 
Birth  of  Prince  George.  Admiral Haddock  fails  with 
ajyuadron  to  tie  Mediterranean,  §  XI.  Progrefs 
of  the  war  againfi  the  Turks.  §  XII.  Difpute  and 
rupture  between  Hanover  and  Denmark.  $  XIII, 
Sir  Robert  tValpole  extols  the  convention  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  *  §  XIV.  Motion  for  an  addrefs,  that 
thereprefentationsy  letters, &c.  relatingto  the Spani/h 
depredations  Jhoufd  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  \  XV. 
vol.  in.  B  Petitions 
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Petitions  againjl  the  convention.  &  XVI.  Subflance 
of  that  agreement.  $  XVII.  Debate  in  the  Honfe 
of  Commons  on  the  convention.  §  XVIII.  Secejfwn 
of  the  chief  members  in  the  oppofition.  $  XIX.  De- 
bate in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  upon  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jejly  touching  the  convention.  $  XX.  Meffagefrom 
the  throne  touching  afubftdy  to  Denmark^  and  a  power 
tQ  augment  the  forces  of  the  kingdom.  $  XXI. 
Parliament  prorogued.  $  XXII.  1 he  King  of  Spam 
fublifhes  a  manifefio.  §  XXIII.  The  Emperor  and 
Czarina  conclttde  a  peace  with  the  Turks.  \  XXIV. 
Preparations  for  war  in  England.  \  XXV.  Apo- 
logy in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  fe  ceding  mem- 
bers. §  XXVI.  Penfion-bill  revived }  and  loft, 
ks  XXVII.  -Porto-Bello  taken  by  Admiral  Vernon. 
'  $  XXVIIi:  Hard  frofl.  %  XXIX.  Marriage  of 
the  Princefs  Mary  to  the  Prince  of  Hejfe.  \  XXX. 
Strong  armament  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies*  §  XXXI. 
Death  of  the  Einperor  and  Czarina.  &  XXXII. 
Proceedings  in  Parliament.  §  XXXIII.  Seamen  s 
bill.  $  XXXIV.  Difcontents  againjl  the  minifiry. 
§  XXXV.  Motion  for  removing  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
from .  his  Majeflys  councils  and  prefence  for  ever* 
.  $  XXXVI.  Debate  on  the  inutiny  bill.  §  XXXVII. 
.  Proceedings  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. ^  §  XXXVIII. 
Cloje  of  the  lajtfejjlon  of  this  Parliament. 

*  o  o  k:  §  I.   A   CONGRESS  had  been  opened  at  Niemc- 
y^^^j  row  in  Poland,  to  compromife  the.  differ- 

r7j7.  ences  between  the  Czarina  and  the  Grand  Signor :  but 
this  proving  ineffectual,  the  Emperor  declared  war 
againii  the  Turks,  and  demanded  affiftance  from  the 
diet  of  the  empire.  He  concerted  the  operations  of 
the  campaign  with  the  Empref s  of  Mufcovy:  It  was 
agreed,  that  the  Imperialifts,  under  Count  Secken- 
tlorf  -fhould  attack  Widin  in  Servia,  while  the  Ruf- 
fians; commanded  by  Count  de  Munich,*  fhould 
penetrate  to  the  Ukraine,  and  befiege  Oczakow,  on 
the  Borifthenes.    They  accordingly  advanced  againft 
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this  place,  which  was  garrifoned  by  twenty  thoufandc  hap. 
men ;  and  on  the  fide  of  the  Borilthenes  defended  VI- 
by  eighteen  gallies.  The  Mufcovites  carried  on^Tr° 
their  approaches  with  fuch  impetuofity  and  perfeve- 
rance,  that  the  Turks  were  terrified  at  their  valour, 
and  in  a  few  days  capitulated.  Among  thofe  who 
fignalifed  themfelves  by  uncommon  marks  of  prow- 
els  in  thefe  attacks,  was  General  Keith,  now  Field- 
marfhal  in  the  Pruffian  fervice,  who  was  danger- 
oufly  wounded  on  this  occafion.  Meanwhile  Count 
Seckendorf,  finding  it  impoflible  to  reduce  Widin 
without  a  fquadron  of  fhips  on  the  Danube,  turned 
his  arms  againft  Nifla,*  which  was  furrendered  to 
him  on  the  eight-and-twentieth  day  of  July :  but 
this  was  the  fartheft  verge  of  his  good  fortune.  The 
Turks  attacked  the  poll  which  the  Imperialifts  oc- 
cupied along  the  Danube.     They  took  the  fort  of 

'  Padudil,  burned  the  town  of  Has  in  Wallachia,  and 
plundered  the  neighbouring  villages.  The  Prince 
of  Saxe-Hildburghaufen,  who  had  in  veiled  Bagna- 
lack  in  Bofnia,  was  defeated,  and  obliged  to  repafs 
the  Saave.  Count  Seckendorf  was  recalled  to  Vi- 
enna ;  and  the  command  of  the  army  devolved  upon 
Count  Philippi.  Count  Kevenhuller  was  obliged 
to  retreat  from  Servia ;  and  Nifia  was  retaken  by  the 
Muflidmen.  The  conferences  at  Niemerow  were 
broken  off;,  and  the  Turkifh  Plenipotentiaries  re-, 
turned  to  Conftantinople. 

§  II.  The  Kingdom  of  Poland  now  enjoyed  the 
moft  perfedt  repofe  under- the  dominion  of  Auguflus. 
Ferdinand,  the  old  Duke  of  Courland,  dying  with- 
out iflue,  the  fucceffion  was  difputed  by  the  Teuto- 
nick  order  and  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  while  the 

'  States  of  Couiiand  claimed  a  right  of  ele&ion,  and 
fent  deputies  to  Peterfburgh,  imploring  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Czarina. .  A  body  of  Ruffian  troops  im- 
mediately entered  that  country:  and  the  States  elect- 
ed the  Count  de  Biron,  High-Chamberlain  to  the 
Emprefc  of  Mufcovy.    The  Ele&or  of  Cologn,  as 
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Bo  o  k  Grand- matter  of  the  Teutonick  order,  protefted 
^J^r  againft  this  ele&ion ;  but  the  King  of  Poland  agreed 
%m  to  it,  on  certain  conditions  fettled  at  Dantzick  with 
the  commiflaries  of  the  new  Ditke  and  thofe  of  the 
Czarina.  In  the  month  of  July,  John  Gallon  de 
Medicis,  Great  Duke  of  Tufcany,  died  at  Florences 
and  the  Prince  de  Craon  took  pofleffion  of  his  ter- 
ritories, in  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  to 
whom  the  Emperor  had  already  granted  the  even- 
tual inveftiture  of  that  duchy. 

$  III.  In  England,  the  attention  of  the  publick 
was  attracted  by  an  open  breach  in  the  Royal  family. 
The  Princefs  of  Wales  had  advanced  to  the  very  laft 
,  month  of  her  pregnancy  before  the  Kin&  and  Queen 
were  informed  of  her  being  with  child.  She  was 
twice  conveyed  from  Hampton-Court  to  the  palace 
of  St.  James's,  when  her  labour-p^ins  were  fuppofed 
to  be  approaching ;  and  at  length  was  delivered  of 
a  princefs  in  about  two  hours  after  her  arrival.  The 
King  being  apprifed  of  this  event,  fent  a  mefiage 
by  the  Earl  of  Eflex  to  the  Prince,  expreffing  his 
difpleafure  at  the  condu6l  of  his  Roval  IJighnete,  as 
an  indignity  offered  to  himfelf  and  tlie  Queen.  :  The 
Prince  deprecated  his  Majefty's  anger  in  feveral 
fubmiffive  letters,  and  implored  the  Queen's  me- 
diation. The  Princefs  joined  her  entreaties  to  thofe 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  :  but  all  their  humility  and 
fupplication  proved  ineffectual.  The  King,  in  an-^ 
other  meflage  fent  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  obferv.ed, 
that  the  Prince  had  removed  the  Princefs'  twice  in 
the  week  immediately  preceding  the  day  of  her  de- 
livery from  the  Place  of  his  Majefly's  refiderice;  m 
expe&ation  of  her  labour;  and  bptn  times,  on  his 
return,  induftrioufly  concealed  ftom  the  knowledge 
of  the  King  and  Queen  every  circiimft^ce  delating 
to  this  important  aftair :  that  at  laft,  without  giving  - 
any  notice  to  their  Majefties,  he  had  precipitately 
hurried  the  Princefs  froqi  Hamptoh-Cburt,  in  a 
condition  not  to  be  named:  that  the  whole  tenour 
"  .        '  -  x  of 
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«f  his  condu&,  for  a  confiderable  time,  had  been c  hap, 
fo  entirely  void  of  all  real  duty  to  the  King,   that     VI- 
his  Majefty  had  reafcn*  to  be  highly  offended  with^^L. 
him.     He  gave  him  to  undeiftand,  that  until  be 
ftiould  withdraw   his  regard  and   confidence  from 
thofe  by  whofe  inftigati<jn  and  advice  he  was  dire<9> 
ed  and  encouraged  in*  his  unwarrantable  behaviour 
to  his  Majefty  and  the  Queen,  and  return  to  his 
duty,  he  fhould  not  refide  in  the  palace  :  he,  there- 
fore,  fignified  his  pleafare  that  he  ihould  leave  Sfc 
James'si,  with  all  his  family,  when  it  could  be  done 
without  prej&dice  or  inconvenience  to  the  Princefo 
In  obedience  to  this  order  the   Prince  retired  to 
Kew,  and  made  other  efforts  to  be  readmitted  into 
his  Majelty's  fevour,  which  however,  he  could  not 
retrieve.     Whatever  might  have  been  his  defign  in 
concealing  fo  long  from  the  King,  and  Queen  the 
pregnancy  of  the  Princefs,  and  afterwards  hurrying 
her  from  place  to  place  in  fucjfc  a.  condition,,  to  thm 
manifeft  hazard  of  her  life,  his  Majefty-hsad  certainly 
caufe  to  be  offended  at  this  part  o£  this  conduct: 
though  the  punifhmeht  feem&  to  hare  been  fevere; 
if  not  rigorous ;   for  h*  was:  not  even « admitted  intb 
the  prefence  of  xh&  Queen  his>moth*r,  id  exprefslris 
duty  to  her,  m  her  latt  moments,  to  implore  hex 
fcrgivetfds,  and  receive  her  laft  bleffing.     She  died 
of  a,  makitlcatitfn  in  her  bowels,  on>  the  twentietft 
flay  of  November,.  in>  the  fifry-ftfth  year  of  her  age* 
regretted  as  &  Pfciace&  of  u&cofctftlon  fegacity,  and 
as  a  pammi  <rf  eonjjtigal  virtue . 
"-    $  Itf.  Th#  King  opewed  the  feflam*  of  Parliament 
en  th*  i?weney-foimh  di*y  of  January,  with  a  ihort 
Jpeeth  r^commeftding  the  difpatch  of  the  publick 
bufiriefs*  with'  prudence  and  unaAimky.    Each  Houfe 
prefented  a  wa*m  addiefs  of   condolence  on  the 
Queen's  death,   with  which  he  feemed  to  be  ex-: 
ttcmety  aflfe&ed:    Though  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
fuianiift0U%  ^mpjoliifed-with  the  King  in  his  afflic- 
tt&ay  the:  njmifter  <ifcil  met  wxtft  contradiction  in 
>  fome 
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Kfbme  of  his  favourite  meafures.     One  would  ima- 
gine that  all  the  arguments  for  and  againft  a  ftand- 
1737.    inS  army  m  t"'ne  of  peace  had  been  already  ex- 
haTifted;   but,   when  it  was  moved  that  the  fame 
number  of  land  forces  which  they  had  voted  in  the 
preceding  yearfhould  be  continued  in  pay  for  the 
Unfiling  year,  the  difpute  wa$  Eenewed  with  fiirprifing 
vivacity,  and  produced  fome  reafons  which  had  not 
been  fuggefted  before.     The  adherents  of  the  mi* 
jiifter  fairly  owned,  that  if  the  army  fhould  be  dif- 
banded,  or  even  conliderably  reduced,  they  believed 
the  Tory  intereft  would  prevail.:   that  the  prefent 
number  of  forces  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  main- 
tain the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  which  was  filled  with 
clamour  and  difcontent,   as  well  as  to  fupport  the 
Whig  intereft ;  and  that  they  would  vote  ibr  keep- 
ing up  four  times  the  number,   fhould  it  be  found 
expedient  for  that  purpofe.     The  members  in  the 
oppofition  replied,  tliat  this  declaration  was  a  fevere 
fatire  on  the  miniftry,   whofe  conducl  had  given 
birth  to  fuch  a  fpirit  of  difcontent.     They  faid.  it 
was  in  effeft  a  tacit  acknowledgement,  that  what 
they  called  the  Whig  intereft  was  no  more  than  an 
inconfiderable  party,,  which  had  engrofled  theadmi- 
niftration  by  indiredt  methods;    which  a&cd  con- 
trary to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation ;  and  depended  for 
fupport  upon  a  military  power,  by  which  the-people 
in  general  were  overawed,  and  confequently  enflaved. 
They  affirmed,    that  the  difcontent  of  which,  tho 
miniftry  complained  was  in  a  great  meafure  owmg  to 
that  very  ftanding  army,   which  perpetuated  their 
Ux&s,    and  hung  over  their  heads  as  the  inftru- 
ments  of   arbitrary  power  and  oppreffion.     Lord 
Polwarth  explained  the  nature  of  W  hig  principles, 
and  demonftrated  that  the  party  which  diftinguifhed 
itfelf   by  this  appellation,    no  longer  retained  the 
*  praxims  by  whic^  the  Whigs  ware  originally  charac- 
%^rifedr <?  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  who  fpoke  with 
Jfc  ccj^j^  and  freedom  of  an  old  Englifh  Baron, 

declared, 
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declared,  lie  never  knew  a  member  of  that  Houfe,CH  A  P. 

who  a&ed  on  true  W  h;g  principles,  vote  for  a  ftand-     VI* 

ing  army  in  time  of   peace,    u  I  'have   heard  of    l7J7# 

n  Whigs  (faid  he)  who  oppofed  all  unlimited  votes 

"  of  credit :    I  have  heard  of  Whigs  who  looked 

"  upon  corruption  as  the  greateft  curfe  that  could 

"  befall  any  nation:  I  have  heard' of  Whigs  who 

"  efteemed  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  to  be  the  moft ' 

"  valuable  privilege  of  a  free  people,   and  triennial' 

"  Parliaments  as  the  greateft  bulwark  of  their  liber- 

"  ties ;  and  I  have  heard  of  a  Whig  adminifiration 

"  which  has  refented  injuries  done  to  the  trade  of 

"  the  nation,  and  revenged  infults  offered  to  the 

"  Britifh  flag." — The  miniftry  triumphed  as  ufual, 

and  the  fame  number  of  forces  was  continued. 

^  V.  Ever  fince  the  treaty  of  Seville,  the  Spa-: 
niards  in  America  had  almdft  inceflantly  infulted 
and  diftrefled  the  commerce  bf  Great-Britain.    They ; 
difputed  the  right  of  Englifh  traders  to  cut  logwood 
in  the  bay  of  Campeachy,   and  gather  fait  on  the* 
ifland  of  Tortugas  ;  though  that  right  was  adtrtow-  * 
ledgcd  by  implication  in  all  the  treaties  Which  had* 
been  lately  concluded  between  the  two  nations;    Thq 
Captains  of  their  armed  veffels,  known  by  tfie  name 
of  guarda-doflas,  had  made  a  pradtice  of  boarding1 
and  plundering  Britifh  (hips,  on  pretence  of  fearch- 
ing  tor  contraband  commodities,  on  which  oecafions 
they  had  behaved  with  the  utmoft  infolence,  cruelty, 
and  rapine.     Some  of  their  (hips  of  war  had  a&uilly  * 
attacked  a  fleet  of  Englifh  merchant-fhips  at  the 
ifland  of  Tortugas,  as  if  they  had  been  at  open  en-  ' 
mity  with  England.     They  had  feized  and  detained  * 
a  great  number  of  Britilh  veffels,  imprifoned  their" 
crews,  and  confiscated  their  cargoes,  in  violation  of- 
treaties,  in  defiance  of  common  jutiice  and  huma- 
nity.    Repeated  memorials  were  prefented  to  the 
Court  of  Spain,  by  the  Britifh  Ambaflador  at  Ma* 
drid.    He  was  amufed  with  evalive  anfwers,  vagufc' 
promifes  of  inquiry,  and  cedulas  of  inftru&ioitt  lentr 

to 
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BO  ok  to  the  Spanifh  Governors  in  America,  to  which 
^J^^they  paid  no  fort  of  regard,  jffot  but*that  the  Spa- 
,737;  niards  had  reafon  to  complain,  in  their  turn,  of  the- 
illicit  commerce  which  the  Englifti  traders  from  Ja-  * 
maica  and  other  iflands  carried  on  w^th.  their  lub- 
je&s  Qn  the  continent  pf  South-America:  though 
this  could  not  juftify  the  depredations  and  cruelties 
which  the  commanders  pf  the  guardsv-coftas  had. 
cpmmitted,  without  provocatiou  or  pretence. 
.  ^  VI,  The  merchants  of  England  loudly  com- . 
plained  of  thefe  outrages ;  the  nation  was  fired  with 
..jpfentment,  and  cried  for  vengeance ;  but  the  minis- 
ter appeared  cold,  phlegmatick,  and  timorous.  He 
kn$w  that  a  war  would  involve  him  in  fuch  .difficul- 
ties as  muft  of  neqeffity  endanger  his  adqiiniftratioa. 
The  trejjfure:  which,  he  now  employed  for  dpmeftick 
pfurpofes,  muft  in  that  cafe  be  expended  in  military 
armaments  :  the  wh^lf  pf  that  machine  on  which  he 
had  railed  his  influence  would  no  lortger  move  ;  the 
oppofition  would  of  confequence  gain  ground,  and 
tfieimpofition  of  freih  taxes,  neceflary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  waf,  would  fill  up  the  meafure  of 
pppplar  refentment  againft  his  perfon  and  miniftry. 
Moved  by  thefe  confiderations,  he  induftrioufly  en- 
deavoured to  avoid  a .  rupture,  and  to  obtain  fomp 
fort  of  fatisfaiSlion  by  .dint  of  memorials  and  nego- 
ciatipns,  in  which  he  hetrayed  his  pwn  fleers  to  fuch 
a  degr-ee,  as  anioiated  the  Spaniards  to  perfift  in 
their  depredations,  and  encouraged  the  Court  of 
Ma4nd  to  disregard  t&e  remonftrances  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Ambaflador.  But  this  appreheniion  of  war  did 
Hot  proceed  from  Spain  only  :  the  two  branches  of 
the  JHQuie  of  ^^rljonfW^renow  united  by  politicks, 
as  well  as  by  confanguinity ;  ?nd  he  did  i*ot  doubt 
that  in  cafe  pf  a  rapture  with  Spain,  they  would 
join  their  force?  againft  Great-Britain.  Petitions 
were  delivered  to  the  {joufe  by  merchants  from,  dif- 
ferent parts  of  thekingdqm,  e*pl$ining  the  repeated 
violences  to  which  *h$y  h^cj  bfei\^po(e4,  and  im- 
ploring 
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plating,  relief  of  the  Parliament,    Thefe  were  re-c hap. 
fened  tQ.a  committer  of  the  whole  Houfe  j  and  an     V1, 
order  was  made  to  admit  the  petitioners,    if  they    1737. 
fhould  think  fit,  to  be  heard  by  themfelves  or  by     " 
counfel...  Sir  John  Bernard  moved  for  an  addrefs  tq 
the  King,  that  all  the  memorials  and  papers  relating 
to  the  Spanifh  depredations  fhould  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe ;  and  this,  with  fome  alteration  propofed  by 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  was  actually  prefented.     In- 
compliance with  the  requeft,  an  enormous  multitude 
of  letters  and  memorials  was  produced- 

§  VII,  The  Houfe,  in  a  grand  committee,  pro- 
ceeded to  hear  counfel  for  the  merchants,  and  exa- 
mine evidence ;  by  which  it  appeared  that  amazing 
a£b  of  wanton  cruelty  and  injuftice  had  been  perpe- 
trated by  Spaniards  on  the  fubje&s  of  Great-Britain. 
Mr.  'Fvlteney  expatiated  upon  thefe  circumftances 
of  barbarity.  He  depionftrated,  froxp  treaties,  the 
right  pf  the  Britifh  traders  to  the  logwood  of  Cam- 
peachy*  and  to  the  fait  of  Tortugas:  he,expofcd  th^ 
puClttfiimity  of  the  minifter,  and  the  futility  of  his 
negociation* :  he  moved  for  i\ich  refolutions  as  would 
^vuiqcl  the  refentraent  of  an  injured  nation,  and  thq 
vigour  pf  a  Britifh  Parliament.  Thefe  were  warmly 
combated  by  Sit  Robert  Walpole,  who  affirme^ 
they  woitfd  cramp  the  minifters  in  their  endeavour* 
ta  conaj^nwfe  thefe,  differences :  that  they  wou$ 
fruftfate  their  negotiations*  entrench  upon  the  Kiixg'si 
prerogative,,  ajid  precipitate,  the  nation  into  ah  un-> 
gecefwy  -  3Wi  expenfiva  war,  Anfwers  produced, 
replies,,  and  4  general  debate  enfued,  -A  resolution 
wa$.  i;egortedj  hut  the  queftion:  being  put  for  re- 
committing it,  was  carried  in  the  negative .,  The 
Houfeu  however,  agreed  to  an  addrefs,  befeeching 
his  Majeftjt  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to  obtain  effe<ftual 
relief  rc>rJtii$  injured  (iibje<£fcs,  to  convince  the  Court- 
^f  Spain  that  hU  Majefty  could  no,  loiter  fufter  fuch 
conftam  and  repeated  infults  and  injuries  to  be  car- 
ticd  on,  tQ  the  difhonowr  of  his,  crown*,  and  to  the 
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&  o  ok  niin  of  his  trading  fubje£s ;  and' afluriiig  him,  that 
■H"     in  cafe  his  royal  and  friendly  inftances  with  the 

v-^^/Catholick  King  (hould  mifcarry,'  the  Houfe  would 
effectually  fupport  his  Majefty  in  taking  fuch'  mea- 
fures  as  honour  and  juftice  fliould  make  it  neceflary 
for  him  to  purfiie.  To  this  addrefs  the  King  made 
a  favourable  anfwer.  "*  * 

An.  j-38.     $  VIII.   The  next  important  fubjrift  on  which 
both  fides  exercifed  their  talents,  was  a  bill  prepared 
and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pulteney/  for  the  itiore  effec- 
tual fecuring  the  trade  of  his  M ajefty's  fjubje&s  in 
America.     This  was  no  othef  than  the  revival  of 
part  of  two  adts  pafled  in  the  reign  of  Qtiefcli  Anne, 
by  which  the  property  of  all  prizes  taken  from  the 
enemy  was  v?fted  in  the  captors :  while  the  Sove- 
reign was  empowered  to  grant  commiffions  or  char-/ 
ters  to  any  perfons  or  focieties,  for  takihg  any  !lhips, 
goods,  harbours,  lands,   or  fortifications  of  the  na- 
tion's enemies  in  America,    and  for  h6lding  and 
enjoying  the  fame  as  their  own  property  and  eftate 
forever.     The  minifiry  endeavoured  to  evade  the 
difcuflion  of  this  bill,  by  amufing  the  Houfe  with 
other  bufinefs,  until  an  end  fhould  be  to  put'  t&  the 
feffion.  .  A  mean  artifice  was  pradtifed  with'  this 
view;    and  fome  fevere  altercation  pafled  between 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Mr.  Pulteney.    At  length 
the  bill  was  re&d,  and  gave  rife  to  a  very  long  and 
warm  contcft,'  in  which  the  greateft  orators  of  both 
fides  found  opportunities  to  difplay  their  eloquence 
and  fatire.     Mr.  Pulteney  defended  the  bill  with  all 
the  ardour  of  paternal  affe&ion ;  but,  hotwithftand- 
ing  his  warmeft  endeavours,  it  was  reje&ed  upon  a 
divifion* 

§  IX.  When  the  mutiny-bill  was  fent  up  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  a  long  debate  arofe  upon  the  num- 
ber, of  troops  voted  for  the  enfuing  year.  Lord 
Carteret  explained  the  fituation  of  affairs,  iri  almoft' 
every  nation  of  Europe,  with  great  conciftnefs  and  ^ 
precifion.    He  demonftrated  the  improbability  of 
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a    rupture  between  Great^Britain  and   any"  powerc HAP* 
againft  which  a  "land  army  could  be  of  any  fervice.     V*L* 
He  examined  the  domeftick  circumftances  of  the^^3|. 
nation ;  and  proved,  that  whatever  difcontents  there 
might  be  in  the  kingdom,  there  was  little  or  no  dif- 
affe&ion,    and  no  feeming' defign  to  overturn  or 
difturb  the  government.      In  aniwer  to  ah  argu- 
ment, that  fuch  a  number  of  regular  forces  was  ne- 
cefiary  for  preventing  or  quelling  tumults,  arid  for 
enabling  the  civil  magiftrafce  to  execute  the  laws  of 
his  country,  he  exprefled  his  hope  that  he  fhould 
never  fee  the  nation  reduced  to  fuch  unfortunate  cir- 
cumftances :  he  faid,  a  law  which  the  civil  power 
was  unable  to  execute,  muft  either  be  in  itfelf  oppref- 
live,  or  fuch  a  one  as  afforded  a  handle  for  oppref- 
fion.     In  arguirig  for  a  Teduflion  of  the  forces,  he 
took  notice  of  the  great  increafe  of  *  the-  national 
expence.     He  obferved;  that  before  the  Revolution, 
the  people  of  England  did  not  raife  above  two  mil* 
lions  for  the  whole  of  the  publick  charge ;  but  now 
what  was  called  the  current  expence,  for  which  the 
Parliament  annually  provided,  exceeded  that  fum ; 
befidqs  the  civil  lift,  tne  intereft  due  to  the  publick 
creditors,  and  the  finking  fund,  which,  added  toge- 
ther,   compofed  a,  burthen  of  fix  millions  yearly. 
The  Earl  of   Chefterfidd,    on  the    fame    fubje6t, 
affirmed,  that  ilavery  and  arbitrary  power  were  the* 
certain  confequences  of  keeping  up  a  Handing  army 
for  any  number  of  years.     It  is  the  machine  by 
which  the  chains  of  flavery  are  rivetted  upon  a  free 
people.     They  may  be  fecretly  prepared  by  corrup- 
tion ;  but,  unlefs  a  Handing  army  prote6ted  thofe 
that  forged,  them,  the  people  would  break  them 
afunder,  and  chop  off  the  p6Uuted  hands  by  which 
they  were  prepared.     By  degrees  a  free  people  muft 
be  accuftomed  to  be  governed  by  an  army :    by 
degrees  that,  army  muft  be  made  ft rong  enough  to 
hold  them  in  fubje&ion.     England  had  for  many 
years  been  accuftomed  to  a  ftaading  army,  under 
2  pretence 
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poo  K  pretence  of  its  being  rteceflary  to  affift  the  civil 
*-#^w/Powcr  ;  ^  ^  degrees  the  number  and  ftrength  of 
i7j?.    ^  have  been  increatiog.     At  the  acccfliqn  of  the  late 
King  it  did  not  exceed  fix  .thoufarid  :  it  fixm  amounts 
qd  to-  double  that  number,  which  has  been  fince 
augmented  under  various  pretences.     He  therefore 
concluded,  that  flavery,    under  die  difguife  or  an 
army  for  prote&ing  thfc  liberties  of  the  people,  was 
creeping  in  upon  them  by  degrees-:  if  no  reduction 
ibould  be  made,  he  declared  he  fliould  expert  in  a 
few  years  to  hear  fome  minifter,  or  favourite  of  a 
minifter,  terrifying  the  Houfe  with  imaginary  plots 
and  iptafions,  and  making  the  tour, of  Europe  in 
fearch  of  poffible  dangers,   to  (how  the  neceflity 
of  kcepijag  up  2k  mercenary  {landing  army,    three 
fifties  as  numerous  as  the  preterit.    In  fpite  of  thofe 
iuggeftio&s,  the  ftanding  army  maintained  its  ground; 
Thfc  fame  noblemen,,  affifted  by  Lord  Bathurtt,  dif* 
tinguiihed  lhemfelvesi  in  a  debate  upon  the!  Sparrifh 
depredations,  which  comprehended  the  fame  argi** 
pients  tfart  were  ufed  in  the  Haufe  of  Commons* 
They  met  with  the  ferae,  fuccefs  in  both.     Refolu-* 
tions  equivalent  to  thofe  of  the  Lower  Hauie  were 
taken :  an  addreft  w&<  prefented. ;  andl  his  Majefty 
aflbred  ttem  he  would  repeat,  in  the  moft  preying 
Wbmari  hifr  iflftancesr  at  the  Ctitzrt  of  Spain  in  <fr- 
den  to  obtain  jfrrisfeftioni  and  fecurity  for  his  fubje&s 
tr^dftng  to  America.     This  aflaranee  was  renewed 
iftihie  Ipfcech  at  the  ckrfe  of  the  feffitwv  cm  the  twen- 
tieth of  May,  when  the  Parliament  was  prorogued. 
$  Xv  At  this  period  the  Princefa  of  Waletf  was 
delrterbd  of  a  fo«v  who  was  baptized  by  the  namer 
«£  Qeov^  now  King  of  Great-Britain.     His  birth 
was  celebrated  with  uncommon  rejoicings  :  addfrefles 
pi  wagratoJarioft  were  prefented  to  the  King  by  the 
two  uiuirerfities,,  and  by  ahnofi  all  the  cities  and 
communities  of  the  kingdom.    But  the  Prince  of 
Wales .  Aill  laboured  under  the  difpkafuie  of  hid 
Majeftyy .  who  hacLacdeasd  the  LondkChamberlaiix  tor 
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iignify  in  the  Gazette,  tliat  no  perfon  who  vifttedc  hap. 
the  Prince  fhould  be  admitted  to  the  Court  of  St.     VI- 
James's.     His  Royal  Highnefs  was  divefted  of  all's'-7^sT"' 
the  external  marks  of  royalty,  and  lived  like'  a  pri- 
vate gentleman,   cultivating  the  virtues  of  a  focial 
life,  and  enjoying  the  beft  fruits  of  conjugal  felicity. 
In  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  Rear- Admiral,  Had- 
dock fet  fail  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  for  the  Mediter- 
ranean, which  it  was  hoped  would  give  weight  to 
the  negociation  of  the  Britifh  mmifter  at  the  Court 
of    Madrid.    The  a&  to  difcourage  the  retail  of 
fpirituous  liquors  had  incenfed  the  populace  to  fudt 
a  degree  as  occasioned  numberlefs  tumults  in  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter.    They  were  fo 
addicted  to  th^  ufe  of  that  pernicious  compound, 
known  by  the  appellation  of  gin  or  geneva,  that  they 
ran  all  rifques  rather  than  forego  it  entirely ;  and  u> 
little  regard  was  paid  to  the  law  by  which  it  was 
prohibited,  that  in  lefs  than  two  years  twelve  tfabu-' 
land  perfons  within  the  bills  of  mortality  were,  con- 
vi&ed  of  having  fold  it  illegally.     Nearly  one  half 
of  that  number  were  call  in  the  perialty  or  one  hun- 
dred pounds  t  and  three  thoufand  pertons  paid  ten 
pounds  each,  for  an  exemption  from  the  dtfgrace'of 
being  committed  to  the  houfe  of  corrediion.  ".- 

$  Al.  The  war  maintained  by  the  Emperor  and 
the  Czarioa  againft  the  Ottoman  Porte,  had  not  yer 
produced  any  deciitve  event;*     Count  Seckendorf 
was  dilgraced  and  confined  on  account  of  his  ill 
fuccefs  of  the  latt  campaign.     General  Doxat  was 
tried  by  a  council  of  war  at  Belgrade',,  and  condemned 
to  death,  for  having  furrendered  to  the  .enemy  .the" 
town  of  Nifla,  in  which  he  commanded.    The  diet . 
of  the   eirlpire   granted  a  fubfidy  of  fifty  Roman 
months  to  the  Emperor,  who  began  to  jnake  vigo- 
rous preparations  for  the  enfuing  campaign  :  but,  in* 
the  mean  time,  Ragotfki/  Vaivodje  qf  Tnmfyfv&nia;/ 
revolted  againft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria;  and  brought  a' 
confiderabic  army  into  ths  field,  tinder  tftt  ptottc- '!. 

tion 
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Ktdon  of  tlie  Grand  Signor.      He  was  immediately 
proclaimed  a  rebel,  and  a  price  fet  upon  his  head  by 
the  Court  of  Vienna.     Tne  Turks  taking  the  field 
early,  reduced  the  forts  of  Ufitza  and  Meadia,  and 
undertook  the  fiege  of   Orfova,    which,    however, 
they  abandoned  at  the  approach  of   the   Imperial 
army,  commanded  by  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany, 
affifted  by  Count  Konigfegg.      The  Turks,    being 
reinforced,  marched  back,  and  attacked  the  Impe- 
rialists, by  whom  they  were  repulfed  after  an  obfti- 
riate  engagement.    The  Germans,   notwithstanding 
this  advantage,  repafled  the  Danube ;  and  then  the 
infidels  made  themfelves  matters  of  Orfova,  .where 
they  found  a  fine  train  of  artillery,    defigned  for 
the  fiege  of  Widin.     By  the  conqueft  of  this  place, 
the  Turks  laid  the  Danube  open  to  their  gallies  and 
veflels ;  and  the  Germans  retired  under  the  cannon 
of  Belgrade.     In  the  Ukraine,   the  Ruffians  under 
General  Count  Munich  obtained  the  advantage  over 
the  Turks  in  two  engagements ;  and  General  Lacy 
routed  the  Tartars  of  the  Crimea  :  but  they  returned 
in  greater  numbers,  and  harafled  the  Muscovites  in 
fuch  a  manner,  by  intercepting  their  provifions,  and 
deftroying  the  country,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
abandon  the  lines  of  Precops. 

$  XII.  In  the  month  of  Odtober,  ai*  affair  of 
very  fmall  importance  produced  a  rupture  between 
the  King  of  Denmark  and  the  Ele&or  of  Hanover. 
A  detachment  of  Hanoverians  took  by  affault  the 
caftle  of  Steinhorft,  belonging  to  the  Privy  Coun- 
fellor  We<sJerkqp,  and  defended  by  diirty  Danjfh 
dragoons,  who  had  received  orders  to  repel  force 
by  force.  Several  men  were  killed  on  both  fides,, 
before  the  Hanverians  could  enter  the  place,  when 
the  garrifon  was  difarmed,  and  conduced  to  the. 
frontiers.  This  petty  difpute,  about  a*  fmall  terri- 
tory which  did  not  yield  the  value  of  one  dioufand 
pounds  a  year,  had  well  nigh  involved  Hanover  in  a 
war,   which,  in  all  probability,   Great-Britain  mult 
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have  maintained :    but  this  difpute  was    compro-cHAP. 
mifed  by  a  convention  between  the.  King  of  Eng-     VI. 
land  and  Denmark,  ^**7&?* 

§  Xin.  The  feffion  of  Parliament  was  opened  on 
the  firft  day  of  February,  when  the  King  in  his 
fpeech   to  both  Houfes,  gave  them  to  underftand, 
tnat  a  convention  was  concluded  and  ratified  between 
him  and  the  King  of  Spain,  who  had  obliged  him- 
fclf  to  make  reparation  to  the  Britifh  fubje&s  for 
their  lofles,    by  certain .  ftipulated   payments ;    the 
Plenipotentiaries  were  named  and  appointed  for  re- 
gulating, within  a  limited  time,  all  thofe  grievances 
and  abufes  which  had. hitherto  interrupted  the  com- 
merce of  Great-Britain  in  the  American  feas ;  and 
for  fettling  all  matters  in  difpute,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  might  for  the  future  prevent  and  remove  all  new 
caufes  and  pretences  of  complaint.    The  motion  for 
an  addrefs  of  approbation  was  difputed  as  ufual. 
Though  the  convention  was  not  yet  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  the  nature  of  it  was  \yell  known  to  the  leaders 
of  the  oppofitioi).     Sir  William  Wyndham  obferved, 
that  if  the  miniftry  had  made  the  resolutions  taken 
by  the  Parliament  in  the  laft  feffion  the  foundation 
of  their  demands ;  if  they  had  difcovered  a  refolu- 
tion  to  break  off  all  treating,  rather  than  depart  from 
the  fenfe  of  Parliament,  either  a  defenfive.  treaty 
might  haVe  been  obtained,  or  by  this  time  the  worft 
would  have  been  known  :    but,  by  what  appeared 
from  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  the  convention  was  no 
other  than  a  preliminary ;  and,  in  all  probability,  a 
very  bad  preliminary.     He  fuppofed  the  minifter 
had  ventured  to  clothe  fome   of  his  creatures  with 
fall  powers  to  give  up  the  rights  of  the  nation  ;  for 
they  might  do  it  if  they  durft.     Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  in  anfwer  to  thefe  fuggeftions,  affirmed,  that 
the  miniftry  had  on  this  occafion  obtained  more  than 
ever  on  like  occasions  was  known  to  be  obtained ; 
that  they  had  reconciled  the  peace  of  their  country 
with  her  true,  intercfl: ':  that  this  peace  was  attended 

with 
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■Boo  it  with  all  the  advantages  that  the  moft  fuccefiftil  arms 
^f1-  could  have  procured :  that  future  agfes  would  confi- 
lnim  der  this  as  the  moft  glorious  period  of  our  hiftory, 
and  do  juftice  to  the  councils  that  produced  the 
happy  event,  which  evefy  gentleman  diveftedof  paf- 
fion  and  prejudice  was  ready  to  do ;  and  which,  he 
believed,  the  prefent  age,  when  rightly  informed, 
would  not  refufe.  In  a  word,  he  extolled  his  own 
convention  With  the  moft  extravagant  encomiums. 

$  XIV.  The  Houfe  refolved  to  addrefs  thd  King, 
that  copies  of ,  all  the  memorials,  reprefentations, 
letters,  and  papers,  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  or  his 
Secretary  of  State,  relating  to  depredations,  fhpuld 
be  fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of  the  Houfe :  but  forne 
members  in  the  oppofition  were  not  contented  with 
this  refolution.  Then  Mr.  Sandys,  who  may  be 
termed  the  "Motion-maker,"  moved  for  an  addrefs, 
defiling  that  the  Houfe  might  infpedl  all  letter* 
written,  and  inftru6lions  given  by  the  Sectaries  of 
State,  or  Commiffionefs  of  the  Admiralty,  to  any  of 
the  Britifh  governors  in  America,  or  any  Commander 
in  Chief,  or  Captains  of  his  Majefty*s  fliips  of  war, 
or  his  Majefty's  Minifter  at  the  Court  or  Spain,  or 
any  of  his  Majefty's  Confuls  in  Europe,  'fince '  the 
treaty  of  Seville,  relating  to  ldfles  which  the  firitifli 
fubjedts  had  fuftained  by  means  of  depredation* 
committed  by  the  fubje&s  of  Spain  in  Europe  and 
America.    This  was  an  unreasonable  propofal,  fugr 

felled  by  the  fpirit  of  aftimofity  and  faction.  Mr. 
I.  Walpole  juftly  obferved,  that  a  compliance  with 
fuch  an  addrefs  might  lay  open  the  mofl  private 
tranfa&ions  of  the  cabinet,  and  difcover  fecrets  that 
ought,  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  con- 
cealed. It  would  difcover  to  the  Court  of  Spain 
the  ultimatum  of  the  King's  demands  and'  conceffionfr, 
and  the  nation  would  thereby'  be  depfivM  of  many- 
advantages  which  it  might  reap,  were  no  fucfi.  difco- 
very  made.  He  fatd,  that  as  foon  as  the  differences 
betwfact  the  two  Courts  fhould  arrive  at  tucfii  a  crifis, 

and 
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and  not  beforfe  the  confulswere  iiiftruftcd  togivec  if  a  P. 
notice  to  the  merchants,  that  they  might  retire  in  VI* 
time  with  their  effe<5fa ;  but  fhould  fuch  inftrudtionv"*i^*/ 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Spaniards,  it  would 
be  a  kind  of  watch-word  to  put  them  on  their  guard, 
and  unavoidably  occasion  the  ruin,  of  many  thoufands 
of  Britifh  fubje6te.  Certain  it-  is,  no  Government 
could  a£  either  in  external  or  donleftick  hffair*  with 
jHroper  influence,  dignity,  and  difpatch,  if  every  let- 
ter and  instruction  relating  to  an  unfinifhed  negocia- 
tion  (hould  be  e&pofed;  to  the  view  of  fuch  a  nu- 
merous afiembly,,  cornpofed  of  individuals  actuated 
by  motives  in  themtelves  diametrically  oppofite. 
The  motion  being  rejected  by  the  majority,  the  lame 
gentleman  moved  again  for  fen  addrefs,  that  his  Ma- 
jelly  would  give  directions  for  laying  before  ther 
Houfe  copies  of  fuch  memorial*  or  rcprefentations 
as  had  been  made,  either  to  the  King  of  Spain  or 
to  his  Minifters,  firtce  the  treaty  of  Seville,  relating  - 
to  the  depredations  committed  in  Europe  or  Ame- 
rica. A  debate  enfugd ;  and,  upon  a  divifion,  the 
queftkm  paffed  in  the  negative. 

$  XV.  The  Houfe,  in  a  committee  of  fupply, 
voted  twelve  thoufand  feamen  for  the  fervice  ot  the 
enfokg  year,  and  the  Handing  army  was  continued 
without  redu&ian,  though  powerfully  attacked  by 
the  whole  ftrength  of  the  oppofition.  The  Com- 
mons likewife  ordered  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
for  the  copies  of  feteral  memorials  lince  the  treaty 
of  Seville,  touching  the  rights  of  Great-Britain,  or 
any  infra6tian  of  treaties  which  had  not  been  laid 
before  them.  Thefe  Were  accordingly  fubmitted  to 
the  infpe&ion  of  the  Houfe.  By  this  time  the  con* 
ventbn  itfelf  was  riot  only  presented  to  the  Com- 
mons, but  alio  {Hibliilrfd  for  the  information  of  the 
people.  Divers  merchants,  planters,  and  the  others 
trading  to  America,  the  cities  of  Ldndon  and  Briftol, 
the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  and  owners  of  fun- 
dry  fhips  which  had  been  feized  by  the  Spaniards, 

vol.  ui.  C  ottered 
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BO  oKoflfercd  petitions  againft  the  convention,  by  which 
H-      thefubjecfts  o£  Spaiii  were  fo  far  from  giving  up  their 

Va--^rw;groundlefs  and  unjuftifiable  pra&ice  of  viiiting  *.nd 
17   *     fearching  Britifh  fhips  failing  to  and  from  the  Biitifti 
plantations,  that  they  appeared  to  have  claimed  the 
power  of  doing  it  as  a  right:  for  they  iniitted  that 
the:  differences  which  had  arifen  concerning  it  fhould 
be  referred  to  Plenipotentiaries,  to  be  difcuflcd  by 
them  without  even  agreeing  to  abftain  from  fuch 
vifitation  and  fearch  during  tne  time  that  the  difcuf- 
fion  of   this    affair  might  laft.      They,  therefore, 
prayed  that    they  might  have    an  opportunity    of 
being  heard,  and  allowed  to  reprefent  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  Britifh  trade  to  and  from  the  plan- 
tations in    America;    the  clear  indifputable  right 
which  they  had  to  enjoy  it,  without  being  flopped, 
1      vifited,  or  fearched  by  the  Spaniards,  on  any  pre- 
tence whatfoever ;    and-  the   certain   inevitable  de- 
ftrudion  of  all  the  riches  and  ftrength  derived  to 
Great-Britain  from  that  trade,  if  a  -fearch  of  Britifh 
{hips    failing  to  and  from  their    own    plantations 
fhould  be  tolerated  upon  any  pretext,  or  under  any 
teflri&ions,  or  even  if  the  freedom  of  this  naviga- 
tion fhould  continue  much  longer  in  a  ftate  of  un- 
certainty.   Thefe  petitions  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to   confider  of   the    convention. 
Another  remonftrance  was  likewife  preferitcd  by  the 
truftees  for  eftablifhing  the   colony  of  Georgia,  let- 
ting forth,  that  the  King  of  Spain  claimed  that  co- 
lony as  part  of  his  territories ;  and  that  by  the  con- 
.  vention,  die  regulation  of  the  limits  of  Carolina  and 
Florida  was  referred  to  the  determination  of  Pleni- 
potentiaries ;  fo  that  the  colony  of  Georgia,  which 
undoubtedly  belonged  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, was  left  in  difpute,  while  the  ftttlers  remained 
in  the  moll  precarious  and  dangerous  fituation.     It 
was  moved  that  Jthe  merchants  ihould  be  heard  by 
their  caunfel :    but  the  propofal    was    ftrenuoufly 

oppofed 
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oppofed  by  the  miniftry,  and  reje&ed  upon  "a  di-»c  ha  p/: 
vifion.  yi« 

$   XVI.    Thi9  famous  convention  concluded  atv"*^£>/ 
the  Pardo  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  January,  im- 
ported, That  within  fix  weeks  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  day  on  which  the  ratifications  were  exchanged, 
two  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries  fhould  meet  at  Ma- 
drid, to  confer,  and  finally  regulate  the  Tefpe&ive  , 
pretentions  of  the  two  Crowns,  with  relation  to  the 
trade  and  navigation  in  America  and  Europe,  and  to 
the  limits  of  Florida  and  Carolina,  as  well  as  con* 
cerning  other  points    which  remained  :  likewife    to 
be  adjufted,  according  to  the  former  treaties  fubftft- 
ing  between  the  two  nations  :  That  the  Plenipo- ' 
tentiaries  fhould  finifh  their  conferences  within  the 
fpace  of  eight  months  :  That  in  the  mean  time  no 
progrefs  fhould  be  made  in  the  fortifications  of  Flo- 
rida and  Carolina :    That  his    Catholick  Majefty 
fhould  pay  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain,,  the  fum  of 
ninety-five  thoufand  pounds,  for  a  balance  due  to 
the  crown  and  fubje£s  of  Great-Britain,  after  de- 
duction made  of  the  demands  of  the  crown  and  fub- 
je6b  of  Spain  :  That  this  fum  fhould  be  employed 
for  the  fatisfa&ion,  difcharge,  and  payment  of  the 
demands  of  the  Britifh  fubjecto  upon  the  crown  of 
Spain:    That  this  reciprocal    discharge,    however, 
fhould  not  extend  or  relate  to  the  accounts  and  dif- 
ferences which  fubfifted  and  were  to  be  fettled  be- 
tween the  crown  of  Spain  and  the  Affiento  com- 
pany, nor  to  any  particular  or  private  contra&s  that 
might  fubfift  between  either  of  the  two  crowns,  or 
their  minifters,. with  {he  fubje&s  of  the  other;  or 
between  the  fubjedls  and  fubje&s  of  each  nation  re- 
fbe<ftively :  That  his  Catholick  Majefty  fhould  caufe 
the  fum  of  ninety-five  thoufand  pounds  to  be  paid 
at  London  within  four  months,  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  day  on  which  the  ratifications  were  exchanged. 
Such  was  the  fubftance  of  that  convention,  which 
alarmed  and  provoked  the  merchants  and  traders 
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Boo  Kof  GreM^kitain,  exited  the  indignation  of  all  thofe 
^Jl^V^who  retained  any  regard  for  the  honour  of  their 
^W$/  country,  and  raifed  a  general  cry  againft  the  minif- 
ter  who  itood  at  the  helm  of  adminiftration.  . 

$  XVII.  The  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom  were 
now  turned  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     The 
two  contending  parties  fummoned  their  whole  force 
for  the  approaching  difpute  :  on  the  day  appointed 
for  confidering  the  convention,  four  hundred  mem- 
bers had  taken  their  feats  by  eight  in  the  morning. 
In  a  committee  of;  the  ^okHtwie,  certain  Weft- 
Ipdia  merchants  and  planters  were  heard  againft  the 
ccmveatiQn  :  fo  that  this  and  the  following  day  were 
employed  in  reading  papers,  and  obtaining  informa- 
tion.   On  the  eighth  day  of  March,  Mr.  H.  Wal- 
p^k  having  launched  out  in  the  waife.  of  that  agree- 
ment, moved  tor  syi  addrefs  of  approbation  to  his 
Majefly.      He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Fembc^k^ihire ;  and  the  debate  began  with  extra- 
ordinary ardour.     He  who  firft  diftinguifhed  him- 
feJf  in  tlie  lilts  was  Sir  Thomas  Sanderfoa,  at  that 
rime  Treafurer  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Scarborough-     All  the  officers  and  adherenf a 
of  his  Royal  Higbxiefs  had  joined  the  oppoiition  ; 
and  he.  himfelf  on  thj^,  occasion  fat  in  the  gallery, 
to  hear  the  debate  on  fuch  an  important  tranfa&ion. 
i»r  Thomas  Sanderfon^obferved^  that  the  Spajuai;ds 
by  the  convention,  inftead  of  givii^g  us  reparation,, 
h^d  obliged  us  to  give. them  a  general  releafe.  They 
had  not  allowed  the  word  SatisfedUon,  to  be  fo  much 
as  once  mentioned  in  the  treaty.     Even  the  Spanif  h 
pirate  who  had  cut  off  the  ear  of  Captain  Jenkins,* 

'     .  and, 

• 'Captain  Jenkins  was  m  after  of  a  Scottifli  merchant  fhip.  Hfr 
wartoarded  by  tU«  Captain  of  a  Spani/h  guarda-cofta,  who  treated 
him  in  the  rooft  barbarous  maoner.  The  {Spaniards,  af:er  having 
rummaged  his  veflel  for  what  they  called  contraband  commodities, 
without  finding  any  thing  to  juftify  their,  Search,,  infpfoed  je»kin« 
wiibthe  moft  opprobrious  inveftivts.  They  tor*  off  Qne  of  hiSiCaji, 
bidding  him  to  carry  it  to  his  King,  and  tell  him  they  would  ftrve  him 
r*  tht  lame-  manner.  Jhduld.. an  opportunity  offer  :   thoy  tortured  hint 
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and  ufed  the  moft  infultirig  expreffion  towards  thee  HA  P. 
•perfon  of  thfc  King — an  expteffion  which  ho  Britiih  ▼*•  ^ 
iubjeft  couM  decently  repeat — an  expreffion  Hvhichv^^i-/ 
no  man  that  had  a  regard  for  his  Sovereign  could 
ever  forgive — even  this  fellow  lived  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  rapine,  and  remained  a  living  testimony 
of  the  cowardly  tamenefs  an£  mestn  fabmiifidb  rf 
Great-Britain ;  of  the  triumphant  haughtineft  and 
ilubborn  pride  of  Spain.  Lord  Gage,  one  of  the 
moft  keen,  fpirited,  and  farcaftick  orators  in  the 
Houfe,  itated  in  this  manlier  the  account  ftf  thi 
fatisfcu5iion  obtained  from  the  Court  of  Spain' by 
the  convention ;  The  lofles  fuftained  by  the  Spanrfh 
depredations  amounted  to  three  hundfred  and  fortjr 
thoufand  pounds ;  the  Commiflary;  by  a  ftroke  ot 
his  pen,  redticed  this  demand  to  two  hundred  thotr- 
fand  pounds:  then  forty-five  thoufahd  were  ftruck 
off  for  prompt  payment :  he  nt&t  allotted  fiitjr 
thoufand  pounds  as  the  remaining  part  of  a  debt 
pretended  to  be  due  to  Spain,  for  the  deftra&icfn  of 
her  fleet  by  Sir  George  Byn£,  though  k  apbtared  by 
the  inftru6tidns  on  the  table,  that  Spain  W  befeft 
already  amply  fatisfied  6n  thaitftead:  therft?  deflu*> 
tions  reduced  the  balance  tohincty-five  thoufehft 
poufids ;  but  'the  King  o£  Sjfeinr  ihhfled-  tipbfi  the 
South-fea  Company's  payhig  iriirfieffiifely  the,  futh 
of  ftxty-eight  thoufand  poinds,.**  a  dfcbft  dtie  to 
him  oa  On*  h(iad  of  atcdtinte,  thdrtigH,  iir  btheir  #- 

with  (he  moft  flvocktfg  Wttelty*  abd  fhrittineil  blta  wftfi  rmmtftiate 
death.  This  jrpan^w^  ermine*  *  the  bar  of  the  Heajedf  Coot* 
man*,  and  being  aflced  by  a  member  wh\t  fie  thought  when  he  found 
himfelf  in  the  hind*  df  tick  tnrrb.iriaiit  ?  «  t  ftcbnuatndftd  my  fowl 
"  to  God,  (fiid  tt*0  tfiifa  jjty  cafcfe;  xo.  my  country/*  The  fcekwrioftr  ' 
of  (his  brave  firaman,  iht  fifht  of  his  ear,  wnich  wit,  produced*  with 
his  account  of  the  indigtiiiie*  whfclf  ttftd'bcfcH  dffefed  to  til  *  Jfatkffl  and 
Sovereign  of  Gfe^-BWrfMy  filled  tfc*  whole  Hokifc  fcHfc.  ifldiga»*ion. 
Jenkint  war  .afterwairds  employed  in  the/  ferviceof  the  SaftJmKa 
company  ;  he  approved  himfelf  worthy  of  hit  good  fortune,  in  a  long 
engagement  with  the  -pifaie  Anuria  *  tfartftg1  whied  ntbthatfed  with 
wreoidinary  tttfrage  a'nd.c^dutt  j  #iniaV  favel  hie  ewq  tfrip»  wWh 
three  other*  ^;w€reu*derbi*  con  vor,    „  '        ,    , 

tjclcs* 
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30  0  K tides,   his  Catholick  Majefly  was  indebted  to  the 
^^^^  Company  a  million  over  and  above  the  demand  : 
H  I738.    The  remainder  to  be  paid  by  Spain  did  not  exceed 
feven-and-twenty  thoufand  pounds,  from  which  (he 
infilled  upon  deducting  whatever  flic  might  have  al- 
ready given  in  fatisfa&ion  for  any  of  the  Britilli 
fhips  that  had  been  taken ;  and  on  being  allowed 
the  value  of  the  St.  Therefa,  a  Spanifti  fnip  which 
.had  been  feized  in  the  port  of  Dublin.,  Mr.  W". 
Pitt,  with  an  fenergy  of  argument  and  didHon  pecu- 
liar to,  himfelf,  declaimed  againft  the  convention,  as 
infecure,  unfatisfa&ory,  and  diftionourable  to  Great- 
..Britain.     He  faid  the  great  national  objection,  the 
featching  of  Britifh  fhips,  was  not  admitted,  indeed, 
in  the  preamble ;  but  flood  there  as  the  reproach  of 
,the  whole,  as  the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  the  fatal  fub- 
miffion  that  followed :  on  .the  part  of   Spain,    an 
ufurpation,  an  inhuman  .tyranny  claimed  and  exer- 
cifed  over  the  American  ifeas :  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land* -an-  undoubted  right  by  treaties,  and  from  God 
and  Nature  declared  and  atferted  in  the  refolutions 
*>f  Parliament ;  were  now  referred  to  the  difcuflion 
of  Plenipotentiaries*  upon  one  and  the  fame  equal 
foot.    This  undoubted  Jight.  was  to  be  difcufled  and 
regulated ;.  and  if  to  xegujfte  be  to  prefcribe  rules,  as 
an  all  cn>nftru^ott  lLls>  &**  right  was,  by  the  exprefe 
words  of  the  f  convention,  to  be  given  upandfceri- 
fiyced;  £pr  it  muft  fceafe  to  be  any.  thine  from  the 
moment-  it  is  fubmitted  to  limitation:    Mr.  Lyttel- 
tca,*  with  equal  force  and  fluency,   anfwered  the 
;fpeech  of  Mr.  H.  Walpole.     "After  he  had  ufed 
."  ojany  arguments  to  p^rfuade  us  to  peace  (faid  he) 
u  tetany  peace,  good  or  bad,  by  pointing  out  the 
"  gangers  of  f  war,  dangers  I  by  no  means  allow 
'.."m'be  &ch*she,.reprefents  them,  he  crowned  all 
^     /^thofe' terrors  with  the  name  of  the  Pretender.     It 
>  would  be  the  caufe  of  the  Pretender.    The  Pre- 
u  tender  wouid  come.     Is  the  honourable  gentle- 
ic .mux  fenfible.  what  this  language  imports  ?   The 

€€  people 
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"  people  of  England  complain  of  the  greateft  wrongs  c  H  A  ?: 
"  and  indignities :  they  complain  of  the  interrup-^J^^ 
"  tion,  the  definition  of  their  trade  :'  they  think    J73l, 
"  the  peace  has  left  them  in  a  worfe  condition  than 
"  before:   and  in   anfwer  to  all  thefc  complaints, 
"  what  are  they  told  ?   Why,  that  their  continuing 
"  to  fuffer  all  this,,  is  the  price  they  muft  pay  to 
"  keep  the  King  and  his  family  on  the  thfone  of 
cc  thefe  realms.     If  this  were  true,  it  ought  not  to 
"  be  owned :  but  it  is  far  from  truth  ;  the  very  re* 
"  verfe  is  true.     Nothing  can  weaken  the  family ; 
w  nothing  (hake  the  eftablifhment,  but  fuch  mea- 
**  fures  as  thefe,   and  fuch  language  as  this/*    He 
affirmed,   that  if  the  minifters  had  proceeded  con- 
formably to  the  intentions  of  Parliament,  they  would 
either  have  a&ed  with  vigour,  or  have  obtained  a 
real  fecurity  in  an  exprefs  acknowledgement  of  our 
right  hot  to  be  fearched  as  a  preliminary,  fine  qua 
non,  to  our  treating  at  all.     Inftead  of  this,' they 
had  referred  it  to  Plenipotentiaries.     €€  Would  you. 
"  Sir,  (faid  he)  fubmit  to  a  reference,  whether  you 
"  may  travel  unmolefted  from  your  houfe  in  town 
"  to  your  houfe  in  the  country  ?  Your.right  is:cfeaf 
"  and  undeniable,  why  would  you. have  it  dHcufled? 
"  but  much  lefs  would  you  refer  it,  if  two  of  your 
"  judges  belonged  to  a  gang  which- has  often  flopped 
"  and  robbed  you  in  your  way  thither  before.1*— 
The   minifters,    in  vindication  of  the  conyentJonl 
aflerted,  that  the*  fatisfa&ion  granted  by  Spain  was 
adequate  t&  the  injury  received  i  "that  it  was  onIv 
the  preliminary  of  a  treaty  which  would  remove  all 
caufes  of  complaint ;  that  war  was'  always  expehfive 
and  detrimental  to  a  trading  !n&Aoiiy  as  well  as  un- 
certain in  its  events  t   that  France?  and  Spain  would 
certainly  join  their  forces  in  ;cafe  of  a  rupture  with 
Great-Britain :  that  thefe  was  not  one  Power  in  EjiL 
rojSe  upon  which  the  Euglifh  could  depend  for  ef* 
fe&ual  affiftance ;  and  that  war  woula  favour  the 
caufe  and  defigns  of  a  popiih  Pretender.   The  Houfe 
i  upon 
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BOO  Kupon  a  divifion,  agreed  to  the  addrefs  ;  but  when  a 
J'^motion  was  made  tor  its  being  recommitted,  the  two 
parties  renewed  the  engagement  with  redoubled  ea- 
gernefs  and  impetuofity.  Sir  William  Wyndham  and 
Mr.  Pulteney  poured  all.  the  thunder  of  their  elo- 
quence againft  the  infolence  of  Spain,  and  the  coiv- 
ce&ojis  of  the  Brittfh  miniftry.  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pple  exerted  all  his  fortitude  and  dexterity  in  defence 
pf  bimfelf  and  his  measures,  and  the  quefiion  being 
put,  the  refolutions  for  the  addrefs  were,  carried  by  a 
(mail  majority, 

§  XVIII.  Then  Sir  William  Wyndham,  ftanding 
vp±  made  a  pathetick  remonftrance  upon  this  deter- 
mination.    "  This  addrefs  (faid  he)  is  intended  to 
f*  convince  mankind,  that  the  treaty  under  our  cqnr 
"  fideratkxn  is  a  reafonable  and  an  honourable  treaty. 
!c  But  if  a  majority  of  twenty-eight  in  fuch  a  full 
"  3oufe  ihoudd  fail  of  that  i'uecefs  5   if  the  people 
S€  flaould  not  implicitly  refign  thek  reafon  to  a  vote 
*  of  this  Houfe,   what  will  be  the  confequence  ? 
u  Will  not  the  Parliament  lofe  its  authority  ?  Will 
Y  itnpt  be  thought,  that  even  in  the  Parliament  we 
*'  »re  governed  by  a  fa&ioji;  and  what  the  coitfe- 
!*•  queacs  of  this  may  be,  I  leave  to  thofe  gejitlemen 
i*::  (p  confider,  who  a^e  now  to  give  their  vote  for 
f'  thi^addiefs  :  fpr  ijpy  own  part,  I  will  trouble  you 
fL*i$  more,  Info  with  thefe  my  laft  words,  I  fin* 
ci  cewly  p?ay  t?  A*m*ghty  God,  who  has  fo  often 
}] lY?Qjf^f\dky  protected  theft  kingdoms,   that  he 
^wiU  gradou%  continue  his  protection  over  them, 
ff  by  preferring,  fls  from  that  impending   danger 
^l^hkh  threqtepg  the  nation  from  without,   and 
Vjik£uri&.  ftonfc  th^t   intending    danger    which 
fl  t^e^tens  qqfr  confutation  from  within."     The 
#iji#^erwas  pn  jhis  qc<^alion  deferted  by  his  ufuai 
ifpBft&i   aijd  sye*  provoked  into  perfonal   abufe* 
Jj£p  4^c^d5  thftt  the  gentleman  who  was  now  the  * 
&9u$h.pf  hiR^wwnts  ha4been  looked  upon  as 
^ije^.of  .mfe!W&t^  ^hft;«we«yrfiw  years 
r^:  before 
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before  confpired  the  deftru&ion  of  their  country  andc  ft  A  p. 
of  the  Royal  Family,  in  order  to  fet  a  Popifh  Pre*  VL 
tender  upon  the  throne  :  that  hp.  wis  feized  by  the^^^i**' 
vigilance  of  the  then  government,  and  pardoned  by 
its  clemency,  but  all  the  ufe  he  had  ungratefully 
made  of  that  clemency,  was  to  qualify  himfelf  ac- 
cording to  law,  that  he  and  his  party  might  fome 
time  or  other  have  an  opportunity  to  overthrow  all 
law.  He  branded  them  all  as  traitors,  and  ex- 
preiled  his  hope,  that  their  behaviour  would  unite 
all  the  true  friends  of  the  prefent  happy  eftablifh- 
ment.  To  fuch  a  degree  of  mutual  animofity  were 
both  fides  inflamed,  that  the  moft  eminent  members 
of  the  minority  a&nally  retired  from  Parliament; 
and  were  by  the  nation  in  general  revered  as  martyrs 
to  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

$  XIX.  The  difpute  occafioned  by  the  conven- 
tion in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  maintained  with 
equal  warmth,  and  perhaps  with  more  abilities. 
After  this  famous  treaty  had  been  considered,  Lord 
Carteret  fhggefted,  that  poffibly  one  of  the  con* 
trailing  powers  had  prefented  s  ptoteft  or  declara- 
tion, importing  that  me  acceded  to  fuck  or  fuch  a 
meafure,  only  upon  condition  that  the  terms  of  that 
proteft  or  declaration  fhoukt  be  made  good.  He 
laid,  that  until  his  mind  fhould  be  free  from  the 
moft  diftant  fufpicioa  that  fuch  a  paper  might  exift 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  he  could  not  form  a  juft  opinion 
of  the  nanladkm  himfelf,  nor  communicate  to  their 
Lordfhips  any  light  which  might  be  neccflary  for 
that  purpofe.  The  adherents  to  the  miniftry  endea-* 
mured  to  evade  his  curiofky  m  this  parricular?  by 
general  aflertions :  bqt  he  inlifted  on  this  fufpicion 
with  fuch  perfeverance,  that  at  length  the  miniftry 
produced  me  copy  of  a  declaration, made  by  the 
King  of  Spain  before  he  ratified  the  convention,  fig* 
nifying  that  his  Gtthofick  Makfty  referved  to  him- 
felf, in  its  fatf  force,  the  right  of  being  able  to  - 
ftrfptad  the  affieoto  Qf  negroes*  »  Gafe  the  company 
«  fhould, 
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Boo  Kihould  not  pay  within  a  Ihort  time  the  fum  of  fixty- 

Um  eight  thouland  pounds  fterKng,  owing  to  Spain  on 
^^^^the  doty  of  ncgxoes,  or  on  the  profit  of  the  fhip 
Caroline  :  That  under  the  validity  and  force  of  this 
pToteft,  the  figning  of  the  faid  convention  might  be 
proceeded  on,  and  in  no  other  manner.  In '  the 
debate  that  enfued,  Lord  Carteret  difplayed  a  fur- 
prizing  extent  of  political  knowledge,  recommended 
fay  all  the  graces  of  elocution,  chalte,  pure,  digni- 
fied and  delicate.  Lord  Bathurft  argued  againft 
the  articles  of  convention  with  his  ufual  ipirit, 
integrity,  and  good  fenfe,  particuliarly  animated  by 
an  honeft  indignation  which  the  wrongs  of  his 
country  had  infpired.  The  Earl  of  Cheiterfield  at- 
tacked this  inglorious  meafure  with  alt  the  weight  of 
argument  and  all  the  poignancy  of  fatire.  The 
I>uke  of  Argyfc,  no  longer  a  partifan  of  the  mi- 
nistry, inveighed  againft  it  as  infamous,  treacherous, 
and  dsftrudtive,  with  all  the  lire,  impetuofity,  and 
enthufiafm  of  declamation.  It  was  defended  with 
unequal  arms  by  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  the  Earl 
of  Cholmondeley,  Lord  Hervey,  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, .  the  Bifhop  of  Salifbury,  and  in  particular  by 
the  EJarl  of  Hay,  a.  nobleman  of  extenfive  capacity 
smd  uncommon  erudition;  remarkable  for  his  know* 
ledge  of  the  civil  law,  and  feemingly  formed  by 
nature  for  a  politician ;  cool,  difcerning,  plaufible, 
artful,  and  enterprizing*  ftaunch  to  the  minifter, 
ancL  invariably  true?  to  his  own  intereft.  .  The  dis- 
pute was  learned,  long,  and  obftinate  :  but  elided 
as  ufual  in  the  difcomhfiire  of  thofe  who  had  ftigma- 
tifed  the  treaty.  The  Houfe  agreed  to  an  addrefs, 
jn  which  they  thanked  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious 
c-endefcenfion  in  laying  before- them  the  convention* 
They  acknowledged  his  g^eat.  prudence  in  bringing 
the  demands  of  his  fubje&s  for  their  paft  loiies, 
which  had  been  fo  long  depending,  to  a  final  adjuft- 
ment ;  hj  procuring  an  expreft .  ftipulation  ;for  a 
fpeedy- payment ;  and  in  laying  a  foundation  for  ao 
''  i :  ~ '.  >:t  compliflyng 
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complifliing  the  great  and  defirable  ends  of  obtain-  chap. 

ingmture  lecurity :  and  preferying  the  peace  between  v*- 
the  two  nations.  They  declared  their  confidence  inv*,^£^ 
his  Royal  Wifdom,  that  in  the  treaty  to  be  concluded 
in  pursuance  of  the  convention,  proper  provisions 
would  be  made  for  the  redrefs  of  tne  grievances  of 
which  the  nation  had  fo  juftly  complained:  They 
aflured  his  Majefty,  that  in  cafe  his  juft  expedations 
Ihould  not  be  anhvered,  the  Houfe  would  heartily 
and  zealoufly  concur  in  all  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  be 
neceflary  to  vindicate  his  Majefty's  honour,  and  to 
preferve  to  his  fubje&s  the  full  enjoyment  pf  all 
thofe  rights  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  treaty 
and  the  law  of  nations.  This  was  an  hard-won  vic- 
tory. At  the  head  of  thofe  who  voted  againft  the 
addrefs  we  find  the  Prince  of  Wales.  His  example 
was  followed  by  fix  Dukes,  two-and-twenty  Earls, 
four  Vifcounts,  eighteen  Barons,  four  Bilhops ;  and 
their  party  was  reinforced  by  fixteen  proxies.  A 
fpirited  proteft  was  entered  and  fubferibed  by  nine- 
and-thirty  Peers,  comprehending  all  the  noblemea 
of  the  kingdom  who  were  moft  eminent  for  their 
talents,  integrity,  and  virtue. 

§  XX.  A  mefiage  having  been  delivered  to  the  An.  173* 
Houfe  from  his  Majefty,  importing,  That  he  had 
fetded  ninc-and-thirty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum 
on  the  younger  children  of  the  Royal  Family ;  and 
defiring  their  Lordftiips  would  bring  in  a  bill  to  en- 
able his  Majefty  to  make  that  provifion  good,  out 
of  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  Crown,  fome  Lords 
in  the  oppofition  obferved  that  the  next  heir  to  the 
Crown  might  look  upon  this  fettlement  as  a  mort- 
gage of  his  revenue,  which  a  parliament  had  no 
power  to  make :  that  formerly  no  daughter  of  the 
Koyal  family  was  ever  provided  for  by  Parliament, 
except  the  eldeft,  and  that  never  was  by  way  of 
annuity,  but  an  exprefs  provifion  of  a  determinate 
fun*  of  money  paid  by  way  of  dowry.  Thefe  objec- 
tions were  over-ruled;   and  the  Houfe  complied 

with 
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ioo  krtifh  his  Majesty's '  fequeft.    Then'  die   Duke    of 
.^^^Newcaftle  produced  a  fubfidy-treaty,  by  which  his 
x1l%    Majerty  obliged  himfelf  to  p£y  te>  thfe  King  of  Den- 
mark feventy  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  on'  con- 
dition of  the  Dane's  furnifhing  to  his  Britannick 
Majefty  a  body  of  fix  thoufand   men,    whett   de- 
manded.    At  the  fame  time,  his  grace  delivered  a 
•metfage  from  the  King,   defiring  the  Hotife  would 
enable  him  to  fulfil  this  engagement-;  and  alfc>  to 
laife  what  money  and  troops  the  exigency  of  affairs^ 
during    the    approaching    recefs,     might    require. 
Another  vehement  difpute  arofe  from  this  propofal. 
With  refpeel  to  the  treaty,  Lord  Carteret  obferved, 
that  no  ufe  could  be  made  of  the  Danifli  troops  in 
any  expedition  undertaken  againft  Spain,    beCaufe 
it  was  ftipulated  in  the  treaty,  that  they  fhould  not 
be  ufed  either  in  Italy,  or  on  board  of  the  fleet,  or 
be  trimfported  in  whole-  or  ifi  part  beyond  fea,  after 
they  fhould  have  marched  out  of  the  territories*  of 
Denmark,  except  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdoms 
of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland :   nay,   fhould  France 
join  againft  the  Englifli,   the  Danes  could  n6t  a& 
againft  that  power  or  Spain,   except  as  part  of  an 
army  formfcd  in  Germany  or  Inlanders.    This  body 
of  Danes  may  "be  laid,  therefore,  to  have  been  re- 
tained for  the  defence  and  pfote&ion  of  HanoVer ; 
or,  if  the  intereft  of  Britain  was  at  all  consulted  in 
"the  treaty,    it  muft  have  been  in  preventing  the 
Danes  From  joining  their  fleets  to  thofe  of  France 
a*d  Spain,    Then  he  argued  againft  the  fecoind  patt 
of  the  meflage  with  great  vivacity.     He  faid  no- 
thing could  be  more  dangerous  to  the  cofttUtution 
thjin  a  general  and  unlimited  vote  of  Credit.     Such 
a  demand  our  anceftors  would  have  heard  with 
amazetflei>t,  and  reje&ed  With  fcorfu     He  affirmed 
that  the  pra&ice  was  but  of  modem  date  ifl  Eng- 
land: that  it  was  never  heard  of  before  the  Rera- 
Turion  ;  and  never  b4ecame  frequent  until  the*  nation 
was  'blelted  with  the  prefent  wile  adminiftfatidn.    He 
2  faid, 
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fatd,  if  ever  a  general  vote  of  credit  sad  confidences  hap, 
fhouid  become  a  cuftpmary  compliment  from  tiic^J}\^ 
Parliament  to  the  Crowh  at  the  end  of  every  feflioo,^^/ 
or  as  often  as  the  minifter  might  think  fit  to  defire 
it,  Parliaments  would  grow  defpicable  in  the  eyc& 
of  the  people :  then  a  proclamation  might  be  eajfily 
fubftituted  in  its  ftead,  and  happy  would  it  bo  tor 
the  nation  if  that  {hould  be  fuflicient  ;%  for  when  a 
Parliament  ceafes  to  be  a  check  upon  mioifterv  it 
becomes  an  ufelefs  and  unneceflary  burthen  oa  the 
people.  The  representatives  muft  always  he  paid 
feme  way  or  other :  if  their  wages  are.  not  paid  openly 
and  furely  by  their  refpedtive  constituents,,  aa  they 
were  formerly,  a  majority  of  them  may  in  future  times 
be  always  ready  ta  accept  of  wages  from  the  admi- 
niftration^  and  thefe  muft  come  out  of  the  pocket*, 
of  the  people.  The  Duke  of  ArgyU  and  the,  Earl 
of  Chefterfield  enlarged  upon  the  fame,  topicks* 
Neverthdefs,  the  Houfe  complied  with  the  mefiage; 
and  preientod  an  addrefs,.  in  which  they  not  ante 
approved  of  the  treaty  with  Denmark?  bu*  likewito 
aflured  his  Majefty  they  would '  concur  with,  hi* 
meafurea,  and  fupport  him  in  fulfilling  bis  eogpgp^ 
ments,  as  well  as  in  making;  fuck  further  augmen- 
tation of  his  forces  by  fea.  a»d  land,  as  he  lhwJd> 
think  neceflary  for  tbe.nonour,  intereft*  and  G&ty  <£ 
thefe  kingdoms. 

\  XXL  The  fame  meflage  being  communicated 
to.  the  Commons,  they  voted  fev^nty  thonfandfiy.c; 
hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds,  for  the  litbfidy  tfr 
Denmark,  and  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  fof 
augmenting  the  forces  on  any  emergency.  As 
Great-Blitain  flood  engaged  by  the  convention  to 
pay  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  the  funvof  fixty  thaufead 
pounds  in  coniideration  of  the  (hips  taken  and  de- 
firoyed  by  Sir  George  Byng,  which  fun*  waj^'feq 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  Britilh  merchants  who 
had  fufFered  bjr  the  Sbanifh  depredatipns,'  the^Cbmv 
moos  infertedin  a  bill  a  claui%  prariding  io^.this 

.      ...   ...  .,        .:  &» 
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BOO  Kfum  to  be  paid  by  the  Parliament.  When  the  bill 
II-  .  was  read  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a  motion  was  made 
'by  Lord  Bathurft  for  an  addrefs,  to  know,  whether 
Spain  had  paid  the  money  ftipulated  by  the  conven- 
tion, as  the  time  limited  for  the  payment  of  it  was 
now  expired.  The  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  permiffion,  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  .it 
was  not  paid;  and  that  Spain  had4as  yet  given  no 
reafon  for  the  non-payment.  Then  a  day  was  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  State  of  the  nation,  when 
Lord  Cateret  moved  for  a  refolution,  that  the 
failure  of  Spain  in  this  particular  was  a  breach  of  the 
convention,  a  high  indignity  to  his  Majefty,  and  an 
injuftice  to  the  nation :  but,  after  a  warm  debate, 
this  motion  was  over-ruled  by  the  majority.  rDie 
minifter  in  order  to  atone  in  fome  meafure  for  tnc 
unpopular  ftep  he  had  taken  in  the  convention,  al- 
lowed a  falutary  law  to  pafs  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  woollen  manufacture  :  and  two  bills  in  behalf 
of  the  fugar  colonies,  one  permitting  them,  for  a 
limited  time  to  export  their  produce  dire6tly  to 
foreign  parts,  under  proper  reftri&ions ;  and  the 
other  making  more  effe&ual  provifions  for  fecuring 
the  duties  laid  upon  the  importation  of  foreign 
Sugars,  Rum,  and  .  Melafles  into  Great- Britain, 
and  his  Majefty's  plantations  in  America.  The 
fupplies  being  voted,  the  funds  eftablifhed,  and  the 
Crown  gratified  in  every  particular,  the  King  clofed 
the  feffion  with  a  fpeech  on  the  founteenth  day  of 
June,  when  the  Chancellor  in  his  Majefty's  name 
prorogued  the  Parliament.* 

$.  XXIL 

*'  Among  the  laws  enabled  in  the  courfe  of  this  feflion  was  an  aft 
again  ft  gaming,  which  had  become  univerfal  through  all  ranks  of 
people,  and  likely  to  prove  deftmcYive  of  all  morals,  induftry,  and 
fenliment.  Another  bill  paficd,  for  granting  a  reward  to  Joanna 
Stevtns,  on  her  discovering,  for  the  benefit  of  the  publick,  a  no  ft  rum 
for  tht.cure  of  perfons  afflicted  with  the  ftone ;  a  mediciue  which  has 
by  no  means  aniwcred  the  expectations  of  the  legiflature. 

In  th+Hottfe  of-  Lorda  complaint  was  made  by.  Lhrfl  Detawar  of  * 
sjiife,  intituled  Manners,   written  by  Mr.  Whitehead  *  in  which 

fome 
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$  XXII.  Letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  wereCHAP. 
granted  againft  the  Spaniards:*  a  promotion  ^s.Jf*I_y 
made  of  general-officers :  the  troops  were  augment-  l7J). 
ed :  a  great  fleet  was  aflembled  at  Spithead  ;  a  re- 
inforcement fent  out  to  Admiral  Haddock  ;  and  an 
embargo  laid  on  all  merchant  fhips  outward%ound, 
Notwithftanding  thefe  preparations  of  war,  Mr, 
Keen,  the  Britifh  niinifter  at  Madrid,  declared  to 
the  Court  of  Spain,  that  his  mafter,  although  he  had 
permitted  his  fubjedts  to  makexeprifals,  would  not 
be  underftood  to  have  broken  the  peace ;  and  that 
this  permiffion  would  be  recalled  as  foon  as  his  Ca- 
tholick  Majefty  fhoulH*be  difpofed  to  make  the  fe- 
tisfa&ion  which  had  been  fo  juftly  demanded.  He 
wa^  given  to  underftand,  that  the  King  of  Spain 
looked  upon  thofe  reprifals  as  a&s  of  hofiility ;  and 
that  he  hoped,  with  die  affiftance  of  Heaven  and  his 
allies,  he  ihould  be  able  to  fupport  a  good  caufc 
againft  his  adversaries.  He  publiftied  a  manifefto 
in  juftification  of  his  own  condu<ft,  complaining 
that  Admiral  Haddock  had  received  orders  to 
craife  with  his  fquadron  between  the  capes  St.  Vin- 
cent and  St.  Mary,  in  order  to  furprife  the  Aflbgue 
fliipf;  that  letters  of  repqfal  had  been  publiftied  at 
Londort  in  an  indecent  ftyle,  and  even  carried  into* 
execution  in  different  parts  of  the  world.  He  ex- 
cufed  his  non-payment  of  the  ninety-five  thoufand 
pounds  ftipulated  in  the  convention,  by  affirming 
that  the  Britifh  Court  had  firft  contravened  the  arti- 
cles of  that  treaty,  by  the  orders  fent  to  Haddock  i 
by  continuing  to  fortify  Georgia;  by  reinforcing 
the  fquadron  at  Jamaica ;  and  by  eluding  the  pay- 
ment  of  the  fixty-eight  thoufand  pounds  due  to, 

fanecharafters  of  diftm&ion  were  Arerely  lathed,  in  the  true  fpiric 
•f  poetry.  It  was  voted  a  libel  j  a  motion  was  made  to  take  the 
author  into  cuftody  j  but  he  having  withdrawn  hfmfelf,  the  refent*. 
ment  of  the  Honfe  fell  upon  R.  Dodfley,  the  publisher  of  the  w*rfc, 
who  was  committed  to  the  ufher  of  the  J*lack-.Rodt  though  LorcL 
Carteret,  the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  and  Lord  Talbot,  fpoXe  ia  hit 
behalf.  T  

Spain 


31  HISTORY  OF   ENGLAND. 

boo.k  Spain  from  the  6outh-fea  Company,  on  the  affiento 
^"^for  negroes.    The  French  Ambafiador  at  the  Hague, 
^7^;    declared  that  the  King  his  mafter  was  obliged  by 
treaties  to  affift  his  Catholick  Majefty  by  fea  and 
land,  in  cafe  he  fhouid  be  attacked  ;   he  difiuaded 
the  StMes -General  from  efpoufing  the  quarrel  of 
.    Great-Britain  ;  and  they  afliired  him  they  would  ob- 
ferve  a  ftrift  neutrality,  though  they  could  not  avoid 
i        farniihing  his  Britannick  Majefty  with  fuch  fuccours 
as  ho  could  demand,  by  virtue  of  the  treaties  fob-  * 
lifting  between  the  two  powers.    The   people  of 
England  were  infpired  with  uncommon  alacrity  at 
the  near  profpe&  of  war,  for  which  they  had  fo  long 
clamoured ;  and  the  miniftry  feeing  it  unavoidable, 
began  to  be  earneft  and  effectual  in  their  prepara- 
tions. 

$  XXIIL  The  events  of  war  were  flill  unfavour- 
able to  the  Emperor.  He  had  bellowed  the  com- 
mand  of  his  army  upon  Velt-Marelchai  Count 
Wallia,  who  aflembled  his  forces  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Belgrade ;  and  advanced  towards  Crotika, 
where  he  was  attacked  by  the  Turks  with  fuch  im- 
petuqfity  and  perfeverance,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
give  ground,  after  a  long  and  obftinate  engagement, 
in  which  he  loft  above  fix  thoufand  men*  The 
Earl  of  Crawford,  who  ferved  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
Imperial  army,  fignalized  his  courage  in  an  extra- 
ordinary manner  on  this  occafion,  and  recejfred  & 
dangerous  wotind,  of  which  he  never  perfectly  re- 
covered. The  Turks  were  afterwards  worded  at 
Jabouka,  neverthele{sy  their  grand  army  inverted 
Belgrade  on  the  fide,  of  Servia,  and  carried  on  the 
oper&tkjns  of  the  fiege  with  extrabrdiaaiy  vigour,* 
The  Emperor,  dreading  the  lofs  of  this  place,  fee- 
ing his  $nances  exhaufted,  and  liis  army  eonfideraUjr 
diminifhed,  confented  to  a  negociation  for  peace, 
whjch  was  tranfa&ed  under  the  mediation  of  the 
French  Ambafiador  at  the  Ottoman  Porte,  The 
Count  de    Neuperg,    as  Imperial  Plenipotentiary, 
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figned  the  preliminaries  on  the  firft  day  of  Septem-  chap. 
ber.  They  were  ratified  by  the  Emperor,  though  ^J^. 
he  pretended  to  be  diffatisfied  with  the  articles ;  and  I739. 
declared  that  his  mitfiler  had  exceeded  his  powers.- 
By  this  treaty  the  Houfe  of  Auilxia  ceded  to  the 
Grand  Signer,  Belgrade,  Sabatfe,  Servia,  Auftrian 
Wallachia,  the  ifle  and  fortiefs  of  Orfova,  with  the  . 
fort  of  St.  Elizabeth ;  and  the  contra&ing  powers 
agreed  that  the  Danube  and  the  Saave  fhould  ferve 
as  boundaries  to  the  two  Empires.  The  Emperor 
publifhed  a  circular  letter,  addrefied  to  his  minifters 
at  all  the  courts  in  Europe,  blaming  Count  WallU 
for  the  bad  fuccefs  of  the  laft  campaign,  and  difbwn- 
ing  the  negociations  of  Count  Neuperg :  nay,  theft 
two  officers  were  a&ually  difgraced,  and  confined 
in  different  cailles.  This,  however,  was  no  other 
than  a  facrifke  to  the  refentment  of  the  Czarina,  who 
loudly  complained,  that  the  Emperor  had  concluded 
a  feparate  peace,  contrary  to  his  engagements  with 
the  Ruffian  empire.  Her  General,  Count  Munich, 
had  obtained  a  vidory  over  the  Turks  at  Choczim 
in  Moldavia,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  place, 
in  which  he  found  two  hundred  pieces  of  artillery  s 
but  the  country  was  fo  ruined  by  the  incurfions  of 
the  Tartars,  that  the  Muscovites  could  not  fubfift 
in  it  during  the  winter.  The  Czarina,  finding  her- 
ielf  abandoned  by  the  Emperor,  and  unable  to  cope 
with  the  whole  power  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  took 
the  firft  opportunity  of  putting  an  end  to  the  war 
upon  honourable  terms.  After  a  Ihort  negociation, 
the  conferences  ended  in  a  treaty,  by  which  fhe  was 
left  in  pofieflion  of  Afoph,  on  condition  that  its 
fortifications  fhould  ,be  demolifhed ;  and  the  ancient 
limits  werere-eftablifhed  between  the  two  empires. 

^  XXIV.  A  rupture  between  Great-Britain  and 
Spain  was  now  become  inevitable.  The  Englifh 
fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean  had  already  made 
prize  of  two  rich  Caracca  fhips.  The  King  had 
ifiued  orders  for  augmenting  his.  land-forces,  and 
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Boo  Kraifia£  a  body  of  marines :  and  a  great  number  of 
llm  fhips  of  war  were  put  in  commiflion.  Admiral  Ver- 
non had  been  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies,  to  afiume  the 
command  of  the  fquadron  in  thofe  feas ;  and  to  an- 
noy the  trade  and  fettlements  of  the  Spaniards. 
This  gentleman -had  rendered  himfelf  considerable 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  loudly  condemning 
all  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry,  and  bluntly  fpeak- 
ing  his  fentiments,  whatever  they  were,  without  re- 
fpe£t  of  perfons,.add  fometimes  without  any  regard 
to  decorum.  He  was  counted  a  good  officer,  and 
this  boifterous  manner  feemed  to  enhance  his  cha- 
ra&er-  ..*  As  he  had  once  commanded  a  fquadron  in 
Janjajca,  he  was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  thofe 
fead ;  and  in  a  debate  upon  the  Spanifh  depreda- 
tions,'  he  chanced  to  affirm,  that  Porto-Bello  on  the 
SpianUfr  main  might  be  eafily  taken  :.  nay,  he  even 
undertook  to  reduce  it  with  fix  fhips  only.  This 
offer  was  echoed  from  the  mouths  of  all  the  members 
in  the  oppofition.  Vernon  was  extolled  as  another 
Drake  or  Raleigh  :  he  became  die  idol  of  a  party, 
and  his  praife  refounded  from  all  corners  of  the 
kingdom*  The  minifter,  in  order  to  appeafe  the 
clamours  of  the  people  on  this  fubjedt,  lent  him  as 
cotamaftder  in  chief  to  the  Weft-Indies.  He  was 
pleafed  with  an  opportunity  to  remove  fuch  a  trou- 
biefomc  cenfor  from- the  Houfe  of  Commons;  and, 
perhaps,,  he  was. not  without  hope,  that  Vernon 
would  difgrace  himfelf  and*  his  party,  by  failing  in 
thesxplojt  he  had  undertaken.  His  Catholick  Ma- 
jetty  having  ordered  all  the  Britifh  fhips  in  his  har- 
bours to  ;be  feized  and  detained,  the  King  of  Eng- 
land would  keep  meafures  with  him  no  longer,  but 
denounced  war  againft  him  on  the  twenty-third  day 
of  October.  Many  Englifh  merchants  began  to 
ecjuip  privateers,  and  arm  their  trading  veflels,  to 
protect  their  own  commerce,  as  well  as  to  diftrefs 
that  of  the  enemy.  The  feffion  of  Parliament  was 
opened  in  November, ,  when  the  King,  in  his  fpeech 
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to  both  Houfes,  declared,  that  he  had  augmented  c  HAP, 
his  forces  by  fea  and  land,   purfuant  to  the  power     .v** 
veiled  in  him  by  Parliament  for  the  fecurity  of  hisv"^£/ 
dominions,  the  prote&ion  of  trade,  ancj  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  enemy ;  and  he  exprefied  his  apprehen- 
fion,  that  the  heats  and  animofities  which  had  been 
induflrioufly   fomented   throughout   the  kingdom, 
encouraged  Spain  to  a&  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ren^ 
dered  it  neceflary  for  him  to  have  recourfe  to  arms. 
In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  affe&ionate  addrefles  were 
prefented  by  both  Houfes,  without  any  confiderable 
oppofition. 

\  XXV.  The  feceding*  members  had  again  re- 
fumed  their  feats  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and 
Mr.  Pulteney  thought  proper  to  vindicate  the  extra- 
ordinary ftep  which  they  had  taken*  He  faid,  they 
thought  that  ftep  was  necpflary,  as  affairs  then  flood, 
for  clearing  their  chara&ers  to  pofterity  from  the 
imputation  of  fitting  in  an  aflembly,  where  a  deter- 
mined majority  gave  a  fan&ion  to  meafures  evidendy 
to  the  difgrace  of  his  Majefty  and  the  nation.  He 
obferved,  that  their  condudt  was  fo  fully  juftified  by 
the  declaration  of  war  againfl  Spain,  that  any  fur- 
ther vindication  would  be  furperfluous ;  for  every 
aflertion  contained  in  it  had  been  almoft  in  the  fame 
words  infilled  upon  by  thofe  who  oppofed  the  con- 
vention; "Every  fentence  in  it  (added  he)  is  an 
"  echo  of  what  was  faid  in  our  reafonings  againfl: 
"  that  treaty :  every  pofitive  truth  which  the  der 
"  claration  lays  down,  was  denied  with  the  utmoft 
"  confidence  by  thofe  who  fpoke  for  the  convention 
"  and,  fince  that  time,  there  has  not  one  event  hap- 
"  pened  which  was  not  then  forefeen  and  foretold." 
He  propofed,  that  in  maintaining  the  war,  the  Spa- 
nifli  fettlements  in  the  Weft-Indies  fhould  b$  at- 
tacked ;  and  that  the  miniftry  fhould  not  have  the 
power  to  give  up  the  conquefts  that  might  be  made. 
He  faid  he  heartily  wifhed,  for  his  Majefty's  honour 
and  fervice,  that  no  mention  had  been  made  of  heats 
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Book  and  animofities  in  the  King's  fpeech ;  and  gave  it 
**•     as  his  opinion,  that  they  ihould  take  no  notice  of 

^^^that  claufe  in  their  addrefs.  He  was  anfwered  by 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  took  occafion  to  fay,  he 
^was  in  no  great  concern  left  the  fervice  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  or  the  nation  ihould  fiiffer  by  the  abfence  of 
thofe  members  who  had  quitted  the  Houfe :  he 
affirmed,  the  nation  was  generally  fenfible,  that  the 
many  ufeful  and  popular  a6ts  which  pafied  towards 
the  end  of  the  laft  feffion,  were  greatly  forwarded  and 
facilitated  by  the  feceffion  of  thofe  gentlemen;  and, 
if  they  were  returned  only  to  oppofe  and  perplex,  he 
ihould  not  be  at  all  forry  to  fee  them  fecede  again. 

§  XXVI.  Mr.  Pulteney  revived  the  bill  which  he 
had  formerly  prepared  for  the  encouragement  of 
Teamen.  After  a  long  difpute,  and  eager  oppofition 
by  the  minifiry,  it  palled  both  Houfes,  and  obtained 
the  Royal  afient.  Mr.  Sandys  having  obferved  that 
there  could  be  no  immediate  ufe  for  a  great  number 
of  forces  in  the  kingdom ;  and  explained  how  lit- 
tle fervice  could  be  expelled  from  raw  and  undifci- 
plined  men ;  propofed  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  de- 
iiring  that  the  body  of  marines  ihould  be  com- 
pofed  of  drafts  from  the  old  regiments :  that  as  few 
officers  fhould  be  appointed  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
-would  permit ;  and  he  exprefied  his  hope,  that  the 
Houfe  would  recommend  this  method  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  in  tender  compaffion  to  his  people,  already 
burthened  with  many  heavy  and  grievous  taxes. 
This  fcheme  was  repugnant  to  the  intention  of  the 
miniftry,  whofe  aim  was  to  increafe  the  number  of 
their  dependents,  and  extend  their  parliamentary 
intercft,  by  granting  a  great  number  of  commiffions. 
The  propofal  was,  therefore,  after  a  long  debate, 
rejected  by  the  majority.  Motions  were  made  for 
•an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  concluded 
the  convention;  but  they  were  over-ruled.  The 
penfion  bill  was  revived,  and  fo  powerfully  fup- 
ported  by  the  eloquence  of  Sir  William  Wyndham, 
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Mr,  Pulteney,  and  Mr.  Lyttelton,  that  it  made  its c  H  Ap. 
way  through  the  Commons  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  ^^-^ 
where  it  was  again  loft,  upon  a  divifion,  after  a  very  ,739^ 
long  debate.  As  the  feamen  of  the  kingdom  ex- 
prefled  uncommon  averfion  to  the  fervice  of  the 
government,  and  the  fleet  could  not  be  manned 
without  great  difficulty,  the  miniilry  prepared  a  bill, 
which  was  brought  in  by  Sir  Charles  Wager,  for 
registering  all  feamen,  watermen,  filhermen,  and 
lightermen,  throughout  his  Majefiy's  dominions. 
Had  this  bill  patted  into  a  law,  a  Britilh  failor  would 
have  been  reduced  to  the  moft  abjeft  degree  of 
flavery :  had  he  removed  from  a  certain  diftriri  al- 
lotted for  the  place  of  his  refidence,  he  would  have 
been  deemed  a  deferter,  and  punilhed  accordingly  : 
he  muft  have  appeared,  when  fummoned,  at  all 
hazards,  whatever  might  have  been  the  circum- 
Hances  of  his  family,  or  the  ftate  of  his  private 
aflairs  :  had  he  been  incumbered  with  debt,  he  muft 
either  have  incurred  the  penalties  of  this  law,  or  lain 
at  the  mercy  of  his  creditors :  had  he  acquired  by 
induftry,  or  received  by  inheritance,  an  ample  for- 
tune, he  would  have  been  liable  to  be  torn  from  his 
pofleflions,  and  fubje&ed  to  hardfhips  which  no  man 
would  endure  but  from  the  fenfe  of  fear  or  indigence. 
The  bill  was  fo  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard and  others,  as  a  flagrant  encroachment  on  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  that  the  Houfe  reje&ed  it 
on  the  fecond  reading. 

^  XXVII.  The  King  having  by  meflage  commu- 
nicated to  the  Houfe  his  intention  of  diipofing  the 
Princefe  Mary  in  marriage  to  Prince  Frederick  of 
Hefle ;  and  expreffing  his  hope,  that  the  Commons 
would  enable  nim  to  give  a  fuitable  portion  to  his 
daughter,  they  unanimoufly  refolved  to  grant  forty 
thousand  pounds  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  prefented  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  for  having  com- 
municated to  the  Houfe  this  intended  marriage. 
On  the  thirteenth  day  of  March  a  (hip  arrived  from 
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BOOKthe  Weft-Indies,    difpatched  by  Admiral  Vernon, 
.^JJ^Vwith  an   account  of  nis  having  taken  Porto-Bello, 
1732-     on  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  with  fix  fhips  only,  .and 
demolished  all  the  fortifications  of  the  place.     The 
Spaniards  a&ed  with  fuch  pufillanimity  on  this  oc- 
caiion,  that  their  forts   jvere  taken  almoft  without 
bloodfhed.     The  mo  rioufes  of  Parliament  joined 
in  an  addrefs  of  congratulation  upon  this  fuccefs  of 
his  Majefty's  arms ;  and  the  nation  in  general  was 
wonderfully  elated  by  an  exploit  which  was  mag- 
nified much  above  its  merit.     The  Commons  grant- 
ed every  thing  the  Crown  thought  proper  to  de-' 
mand.     They  provided  for  eight-and-twenty  thou- 
fand  land  forces,  befides  fix  thoufand  marines.     They 
enabled  his  Majefty  to  equip  a  very  powerful  navy  : 
they  voted  the  fubfidy  to  the  King  of  Denmark  ; 
aqd  they  empowered  their  Sovereign  to  defray  cer- 
tain extraordinary  expences  not  fpecified  in  the  efti- 
mates.     To  anfwer  thefe  uncommon  grants,  they 
impofed  a  land-tax  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound  ; 
and  enabled  his  Majefty  to  deduA  twelve  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  from  the  finking  fund  ;  in  a  word, 
the  expence  of  the  war,  during  the  courfe  of  the  en- 
fuing  year,  amounted  to  about  four  millions.     The 
feffion  was  clofed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April, 
when  the  King  thanked  the  Commons  for  the  iup- 
plies  they  had  fo  liberally    granted,    and  recom- 
mended union  and  moderation  to  both  Houfes. 
An.  174c     §  XXVIII.  During  the  greateft  part  of  this  win- 
ter, the  poor  had  been  grievoufly  affli&ed  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  fevere  froft,  which  began  at  Chriftmas, 
and  continued  till  the  Matter  end  of  February.     The 
river  Thames  was  covered  with  fuch  a  cruft  of  ice_, 
that  a  multitude  of  people  dwelled  upon  it  in  tents, 
and  a  great  number  of  booths  were  ere&ed  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  populace.     The  navigation  was 
entirely  {lopped  :  the  watermen  and  fifhermen  were 
difabled  from  earning  a  livelihood :  the  fruits  of  the 
earth  were  deftroyed  by  the  cold,  which  was  fo  ex- 
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treme,  that  many  perfons  were  chilled  to  "death  ;C  HA  p; 
and  this  calamity  was  the  more  deeply  felt,  as  the^J^V. 
poor  could  not  afford  to  fupply  themfelves  with  i740. 
coals  and  fuel,  which  were  advanced  in  price,  in 
proportion  to  the  feverity  and  continuance  of  the 
froft.  The  lower  ckfs  of  labourers,  who  worked  in 
the  open  air,  were  now  deprived  of  all  means  of  . 
fubfiftence :  many .  kinds  of  manufa&urd  were  laid 
alide,  becaufe  it  was  found  impracticable  to  carry 
them  on.  The  price  of  all  forts  of  provifion  rofe 
almoft  to  a  dearth  :  eren  water  was  fold  in  the 
ftreets  of  London.  In  this  fealbn  of  diftrefs,  many 
wretched  families  muft  have  periflied  by  cold  and 
hunger,  had  not  thofe  of  opulent  fortunes  been  in- 
fpired  with  a  remarkable  fpirit  of  compaffion  and 
humanity.  Nothing  can  more  redound  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Englifh  nation,  than  did  thofe  inftances 
of  benevolence  and  well-condudted  charity  which 
were  then  exhibited.  The  liberal  hand  was  not  only 
opened  to  the  profefled  beggar,  and  the  poor  that 
owned  their  diltrefs;  but  uncommon  pains  were 
taken  to  find  out  and  •  relieve  thofe  more  unhappy 
obje&s,  who  from  motives  of  falfe  pride,  or  inge- 
nuous fhame,  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  mifery. 
Thefe  were  affifted  almoft  in  their  own  defpite.  The 
folitary  habitations  of  the  widow,  die  fatherlefs,  and 
the  unfortunate,  were  vifited  by  the  beneficent,  who 
felt  for  the  woes  of  their  fellow-creatures ;  and,  to 
iuch  as  refufed  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  publick 
charity,  the  necefiaries  of  life  were  privately  con- 
veyed, in  iuch  a  manner  as  could  lead  (hock  the  de- 
licacy of  their  difpolitions. 

$  XXIX.  In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  fet  out  for  Hanover,  after  having 
appointed  a  Regency,  and  concerted  vigorous  mea- 
fures  for  diftreffing  the  enemy.  In  a  few  days  after 
his  departure,  the  fpoufals  of  the  Princefs  Mary 
were  celebrated  by  proxy,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
reprefenting  the  Prince  of  Hcile,.  and  in  June  the 
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Boo  KPrincefs  embarked  for  the  Continent.  About  the 
^J^^fame  time,  a  Hoop  arrived  in  England  with  dif- 
i74o.  patches  from  Admiral  Vernon,  who,  fincc  his  ad- 
venture at  Porto-Bello,  had  bombarded  Carthagena, 
and  taken  the  fort  of  San  Lorenzo,  on  the  river  of 
Chagre,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  former  con- 
queft.  This  month  was  likewife  marked  by  the 
death  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  a  Prince  by  no  means 
remarkable  for  great  or  amiable  qualities.  He  was 
fucceeded  on  the  throne  by  Frederick  his  eldeft  fon, 
the  late  King  of  that  realm,  who  has  fo  eminently 
diftinguiihed  himfelf  as  a  warrior  and  legiflator.  In 
Auguft,  the  King  of  Great-Britain  concluded  a 
treaty  with  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  who  engaged  to 
furniih  him  with  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  men  for 
•four  years,  in  confideration  of  an  annual  fubfidy  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns. 

§XXX.  Meanwhile,  preparations  of  war  were 
vigoroufly  carried  on  by  the  miniftry  in  England. 
They  had  wifely  refolved  to  annoy  the  Spaniards  in 
their  American  poffeffions.  Three  fhips  of  war, 
cruiling  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  fell  in  with  a  large 
Spanilb  fhip  of  the  line  ftrongly  manned,  and  took 
her  after  a  very  obftinate  engagement :  but  the 
aflbgue  fhips  arrived,  with  the  treafure,  in  Spain, 
notwitbftanding  the  vigilance  of  the  Englifh  com- 
manders, who  were  ftationed  in  a  certain  latitude 
to  intercept  that  flota.  One  camp  was  formed  on 
Hounflow-heath ;  and  fix  thoufand  marines  lately 
levied  were  encamped  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  in  or- 
der to  be  embarked  for  the  Weft-Indies.  Intelli- 
gence being  received,  that  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  Spa- 
nifli  fhips  of  war  waited  at  Ferrol  for  orders  to  fail 
to  their  American  fettlements,  Sir  John  Norris 
failed  with  a  powerful  fleet  from  Spithcad,  to  dis- 
pute their  voyage ;  and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
lerved  in  perfon  as  a  volunteer  in  this  expedition  : 
but,  after  divers  fruidefs  efforts,  he  was,  by  con- 
trary winds,  obliged  to  lie  ina&ive  for  the  greateft 

part 
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part  of  the  fummer  in  Torbay :  and,  upon  advice  chap 
that  the  French  and  Spanifli  fquadrons  had  failed  t0>J!*Lj 
the  Weft-Indies  in  conjunction,  the  defign  againft    174b. 
Ferrol  was  wholly  laid  afide.     In   September,    a 
fm&ll  fquadron  ot   fhips  commanded  by  Commo- 
dore Anfon,  fet  fail  for  the  South-Sea,  in  order  to 
a&  againft  the  enemy  on  the  coaft  of  Chili  and  Peru, 
and   co-operate  occafionally  with  Admiral  Vernon 
acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Darien.     The  fcheme  was  well 
laid,  but  ruined  by  unnecefiary  delays,  and  unfore- 
feen  accidents.   But  the  hopes  of  the  nation  centered 
chiefly  in  a  formidable  armament  defigned  for  the 
northern  coaft  of  new  Spain,  and  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty's  other  fetdements  on  that  fide  of  the  Atlah- 
tick.     Commiffions  had  been  Mixed  for  raifing  a 
regiment  of  four  battalions  in  the  Englifh  colonies 
of  North-America,  that  they  might  be  tranfported   - 
to  Jamaica,    and  join   the   forces  from   England. 
Thefe,  coniifting  of  the  marines,  and  detachments 
from  fome  old  regiments,  were  embarked  in  Octo- 
ber at  the  ifle  of  Wight,  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Cathcart,   a  nobleman  of  approved  honour, 
and  great  experience  iq  the  art  of  war;  and  they 
failed  under  convoy  of  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  with  a 
fleet  of  feven-and-twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  befides 
frigates,    fire-ftiips,    bomb    ketches,    and    tenders* 
They  were  likewife  furnifhed   with  hofpital-fhips, 
and  ftore-fhips,  laden  with  provifion,  ammunition, 
all  forts  of  warlike  implements,  and  every  kind  of 
convenience.    Never  was  an  armament  more  com- 
pletely equipped  ;  and  never  had  the  nation  more 
reafon  to  hope  for  extraordinary  fucccfs. 

§  XXXI.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  O&ober, 
Charles  VI.  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  laft  Prince 
of  the  Houfe  ot  Auftria,  died  at  Vienna,  and  was 
fucceeded  in  his  hereditary  dominions  by  his  eldeft 
daughter,  the  Archduchefs  Maria  Thercfa,  married 
to  the  grand  Duke  of  Tufcany.  Though  this  Prin- 
cefs  fucceeded  as  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  virtue  of 
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BOO  Kthe  pragmatick  fan&ion  guaranteed  by  all  the  powers 
I[*     in  Europe,  her  fuccefiion  produced  fuch  contcfts  as 
J740.     kindled  a  cruel  war  in   the   empire.     The  young 
King  of  PruiTia  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  Em- 
peror's death,  than  he  entered  Silefia  at  the  head  of 
twenty  thouiand  men ;   feized  certain  fiefs  to  which 
his  family  laid  claim ;    and  published  a  manifeftq, 
declaring  that  he  had  no  intention  to  contravene  the 
pragmatick  fan<5tion.     The  Ele&or  of   Bavaria  re- 
fufed  to  acknowledge  the  Archduchefs  as  Queen  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia ;   alledging,   that  he  himfelf 
had  pretenfions  to  thofe  countries,  as  the  defcendant 
of  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  I.  who  was  head  of  the 
German  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.     Charles 
VI.  was  furvived  but  a  few  days  by  his  ally,  the 
Czarina  Anne  Iwanowna,  who  died  in  the  forty-fifth 
year  of  her  age,  after  having  bequeathed  her  Crown 
to  Iwan,  or  John,  the  infant  fon  of  her  niece,   the 
Princefs   Anne  of  Mecklenburgh,    who  had  been 
'         married  to  Anthony  Ulrick;    Duke   of  Brunfwick 
Lunenbourg-Bevern.     She  appointed  the  Duke  of 
Courland  Regent  of  the  empire,  and  even  guardian 
of  the  young  Czar,  though  his  own  parents  were  alive : 
but  this  difpofition  was  not  long  maintained. 

^XXXH.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  having 
returned  to  England  from  his  German  dominions, 
the  feffion  of  Parliament  was  opened  in  November. 
His  Majefty  afiured  them,  on  this  occafion,  that  he 
was  determined  to  profecute  the  war  vigoroufly, 
even  though  France  fhould  efpoufe  the  caufe  of 
Spain,  as  her  late  conduct  feemed  to  favour  this 
fuppofition.  He  took  notice  of  the  Emperor's  death, 
as  an  event  which  in  all  likelihood  would  open  a  new 
fcene  of  affairs  in  Europe :  he  therefore  recommended 
to  their  confideration  the  neceflary  fupplics  for  put^- 
ting  the  nation  in  fuch  a  pofture  that  it  fhould  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  any  emergency.  Finally,  he 
defired  them  to*  confider  of  fome  proper  regulations 
for  preventing  the  exportation  of  corn,  and  for  more 
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effe&pal  methods  to  man  the  fleet  at  this  conjiinc-c  H  a  p. 
tare.    The  Commons,  after  having  voted  an  addrefs     VI* 
of  thanks,  brought  in  a  bill  for  prohibiting  the  ex-  ^^7** 
portation  of  corn  and  provifions,  for  a  limited  time, 
out  of    Great-Britain,  Ireland,   and  the  American 
plantations.     This  was  a  meafure  calculated  to  dif- 
trefs  the  enemy,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  want 
of  thefe  neceflaries.     The  French  had  contracted 
for  a  very  large  quantity  of  beef  and  pork  in  Ireland 
for  theufe  of  their  own  and  the  Spanifh  navy ;  and 
an  embargo  had  been  laid  upon  the  (hips  of  that 
kingdom.     The  bill  met  with  a  vigorous  oppofition  : 
yet  the  Houfe  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  fhould  be  addrefled  to  lay  an   immediate  em- 
bargo upon  all  (hips  laden  with  corn,  grain,  ftarch, 
rice,    beef,  pork,  and  other  provifions,    to  be  exr 
ported  to  foreign  parts.      They  likewife  refolved, 
that  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  fhould  be  given  to 
Vice- Admiral  Vernon,  for  the  fervices  he  had  done 
to  his  king  and  country  in  the  Weft- Indies.     One 
William  Cooley  was  examined  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe,  and  committed  to  prifon,  after  having  owned 
himfelf  author  of  a  paper,  intituled,  "  Confiderations 
upon  the  embargo  on  provifion  of  vi&ual."    The 
performance  contained  many  fhrewd  and  fevere  ani- 
madverfions  upon  the  government,  for  having  taken 
a  ftep  which,  without  anfwering  the  purpofe  of  dif- 
treffing  the  enemy,  would  prove  a  grievous  difcou- 
ragement  to  trade,  and  ruin  all  the  graziers  of  Ire- 
land.    Notwithftanding  the  arguments  ufed  in  this 
remonftrance,   and  feveral  petitions  that  were  pre- 
fented  againft  the  corn-bill,  it  paffed  by  mere  dint^ 
of  minifterial  influence.     The  other  party  endea- 
voured, by  various  motions,  to  fet  on  foot  an  in- 
quiry into  the  orders,  letters,  and  infiru&ions,  which 
had  been   fent  to  Admiral   Vernon   and    Admiral 
Haddock  :  but  all  fuch  inveftigations  were  carefully 
avoided 
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BOQK  $  XXXIII.  A  very  hot  conteft  arofe  from  a  bill 
H-  which  the  miniftry  brought  in  under  the  fpecious 
1740.  t^fe  °£  A  bill  for  the  encouragement  and  increafe 
of  feamen,  and  for  the  better  and  fpecdier  manning 
his  Majelly's  fleet.  This  was  a  revival  of  the  op* 
prefiive  fcheme  which  had  been  rejected  in  the  for- 
,  mer  feffion  ;  a  fcheme  by  which  the  juftices  of  the 
peace  were  empowered  to  iflue  warrants  to  confta- 
bles  and  hcadboroughs,  to  fearch  by  day  or  night 
for  fuch  fea-faring  men  as  (hould  conceal  themfelves 
within  their  refpective  jurifdkftons.  Thefe  fearchere 
were  veiled  with  authority  to  force  open  doors,  in 
cafe  of  refiftance  ;  and  encouraged  to  this  violence 
by  a  reward  for  every  feaman  they  fhould  difcover; 
while  the  unhappy  wretches  fo  discovered  were  drag- 
ged into  the  fervice,  and  their  names  entered  in  a 
xegifter  to  be  kept  at  the  Navy  or  the  Admiralty- 
Office*  Such  a  plan  of  tyranny  did  not  pat's  un- 
cenfured.  Every  exceptionable  claufe  produced  a 
warm  debate,  in  which  Sir  John  Barnard,  Mr.  Pul- 
teney,  Mr.  Sandys,  Lord  Gage,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  fignalized  themfelves  nobly  in  defending 
th«  liberties  of  their  fellow- fubjects.  Mr.  Pitt  having 
cxprefled  a  laudable  indignation  at  fuch  a  large  ftride 
towards  defpotick  power,  in  jtiftiiication  of  which 
nothing  could  be  urged  but  the  plea  of  neceffity, 
Mr.  H.  Walpole  thought  proper  to  attack  him  with 
fome  perfonal  farcafms.  He  refle&ed  upon  his  youth ; 
and  obferved  that  the  difcovery  of  truth  was  very 
little  promoted  by  pompous  diction  and  theatrical 
emotion.  Thefe  iniinuations  expofed  him  to  a  fe- 
vere  reply.  Mr.  Pitt  {landing  lap  again,  faid,  "  He 
"  would  not  undertake  to  determine  whether  youth 
«  could  be  juftly  imputed  to  any  man  ?is  a  reproach  ; 
"  but  he  affirmed,  that  the  wretch,  who  after  having 
"  feen  the  confequences  of  repeated  errors,  cpnti- 
€€  nues  ftill  to  blunder,  and  whofe  age  as  only  ad- 
"  ded  obftinacy  to  ftupidity,  is  furely  the  object  of 
"  either  abhorrence  or  contempt,  and  deferves  not 
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«  that  his  grey  head  ihould  fecure  him  from  infults  :CHAF. 
"  much  more  is  he  to  be  abhorred,  who,  as*  he  ^^J^L- 
"  advanced  in  age,  has  receded  from  virtue,  and  lw. 
«  becomes  more  wicked  with  lefe  temptation ;  who 
"  proilitutts  himfelf  for  money  which  he  cannot 
"  enjoy ;  and  fpends  the  remains  of  his  life  in  the 
"  ruin  of  his  country." — Petitions  were  prefentcd 
from  the  city  of  London,  and  county  of  Gloucefter^ 
againft  the  bill,  as  detrimental  to  the  trade  and  na- 
vigation of  the  kingdom,  by  difconraging  rather 
than  encouraging  tailors,  and  definitive  to  the 
liberties  of  the  fubjedt :  but  they  were  both  rejected 
as  infults  upon  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  After  very 
long  debates,  maintained  on  both  fides  with  extra* 
ordinary  ardour  and  emotion,  the  fevere  daufes  were 
dropped,  and  the  bill  patied  with  amendments. 

§  XXXIV.  But  the  moll  remarkable  incident  of 
this  iefKon,  was  an  open  and  perfonal  attack  upon 
the  minilier,  who  was  become  extremely  unpopular 
all  over  the  kingdom.  The  people  were  now,  more 
than  ever,  fenfible  of  the  grievous  taxes  under  which 
they  groaned  ;  and  faw  their  burthens  daily  incrca* 
ling.  No  effectual  attempt  had  as  yet  been  made  to 
annoy  the  enemy.  Expenfive  fquadrons  had  been 
equipped  ;  had  made  excurfions,  and  returned  with- 
out linking  a  blow.  The  Spanifh  fleet  had  (ailed 
foft  from  Cadiz,  and  then  from  Ferrol,  without 
any  interruption  from  Admiral  Haddock,  who  com* 
manded  the  Britiih  fiquadron  in  the  Mediterranean; 
and  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  reflri<5ted  by  the  in- 
ftru&ions  he  had  received  from  the  miniftry,  though 
in  fa&  his  want  of  fuccefs  was  owing  to  accident. 
Admiral  Vernon  had  written  from  the  Weft-Indies 
to  his  private  friends,  that  he  was  negledted,  and  in 
danger  of  being  facrificed.  Notwithftanding  the 
numerous  navy  which  the  nation  maintained,  the 
Spanilh  privateers  made  prize  of  the  Britiih  mer 
chant  fhips  with  impunity.  In  violation  of  treaties, 
and  in  contempt  of  that  intimate  cojmedtion  which 
6  had 
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Bob  Khad  been  fo  long  cultivated  between  the  French  and 
H.     EnglHh  miniftiy,  the  King  of  France  had  ordered 

v-^v^'the  harbour  and  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  to  be  re- 
174C#  paired.:  his  fleet  had  failed  to  the  Weil-Indies,  in 
conjunction  with  that  of  Spain  ;  and  the  merchants 
of  England  began  to  tremole  for  Jamaica :  finally, 
commerce  was  in  a  manner  fufpended,  by  the  prac- 
tice of  preffing  faiiors  into  the  iervice,  and  by  the 
embargo  which  had  been  laid  upon  fhips,  in  all  the 
ports  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.  Thefe  caufes 
of  popular  difcontent,  added  to  other  complaints 
which  had  been  fo  long  repeated  againft  the  Mi- 
nifter,  exaggerated  and  inculcated  by  his  enemies- 
with  unwearied  induflry,  at  length  rendered  him  fo 
univerfally  odious,  that  his  name  was  feldom  or 
never  mentioned  with  decency,  except  by  his  own 
dependents. 

§  XXXV,  The  country-party  in  Parliament 
feized  this  opportunity  of  vengeance.  Mr.  Sandys 
went  up  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole  in  the  Houfe,  and 
told  him,  that  on  Friday  next  he  (hould  bring  a 
charge  againft  him  in  publicki  The  Minifter  fedmed 
to  be  furprifed  at  this  unexpe6ted  intimation  :  but^ 
after  a  fhort  paufe,  thanked  him  politely  for  this  pre- 
vious notice,  and  faid  he  defired  no  favour,  but  fair 
play.*  Mr.  Sandys,  at  the  time  which  he  had  ap- 
pointed for  this  accufation*  flood  up,  and  in  a  ftudied 
fpeech  entered  into  a  long  dedu6tion  of  the  minifter'a 
mifcondud.  He  infilled  upon  the  difcontents  of  the 
nation,  in  confequence  of  the  meafures  which  had 
been  for  many  years  purfued  at  home  and  abroad. 
He  profefled  his  belief  that  there  was  not  a  gentle- 
man, in  the  Houfe  who  did  not  know  that  one  fingle 
perfon  in  the  adminiftration  was  the  chief,  if  not  the 

fole 

•  Upon  this  occafion  he  mifquoted  Horace.  "  As  I  am  not  con- 
"  fcious  of  any  crime  f  faid  he)  I  do  not  doubt  of  being  able  to  make 
'«  a  proper  defence.  Ntl  con/are  Jibi  nulli  pall/fcere  culp*"  He  was 
corrected  by  Mr.  Pukeney  j  but  in  fitted  upon  his  being  in  the  right, 
And  adiually  laid  a  wager  on  the  juftnefs  of  his  quotation. 
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fole  advifer  and*  promote*  bf  *  alt  thofe  meafuifes.  c  tf  A  P: 
"This  (added  he)  .is  known  wkhout  doors,  as  well     vl- 
a  as  within;    therefore,    the  difbontents,    the    re-^^J^ 
"  proaches,  and  aven  the  curfes.of  the  people,  are 
"  all  diretfted  againft  that  fingle  perfon.     They  con** 
"  plain  of  prelent  meafures  :  they  have  fuffered  by 
"  paft  meafures :  they  eape6t  no'redrefs ;  they  expert 
"  no  alteration  or  amendment,  whilft  lie' has  a  (hare 
"  in  directing  oradvififtg  our  future ;  adminiftratiom! 
*c  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the*  fentiments  of  the  people  i  it. 
*  regard  to  that  ftiinifter::  thefe  fentitnents ;  we  are 
"  in  honour  and  duty  bfcund  to  reprefent  to  his  Ma- 
"jefty;  and  thef  proper  method  for. 'doing  this,  :aa 
"  eftabliflied  by  our  conftitutitm, .is  .to  addrefs  his 
"  Majefty  to  remove  Him  from  his  councils.'*     He 
then  proceeded;  to  explain  the-pUrrictilars  of  die  mi- 
niftefs  conduct  in  the* whole    feries  bf   his  nego^ 
ciafeojis"  abroad.     He  charged  him  with  having  enn    • 
dcavfcured  to  fupporthis  own  jttfereft,  und.  to.erefit 
a  kind  of  defpotick  -govemmant^'byithe  practice  06 
corruption  ;  with  r having : betrayed."  the  •  intereft.  and 
hehoupof  Gfreat-Britaittin  the  late  cbnvention ;  wk& 
having  nfegle&ed  toprofecute  the  war  againtt  Spairtj  • 
ahd  hc;conchided  with* a  motion*  for  in-  addrefs  to 
the  King,  that  he  would  be  pleaftd**to  remove  Sv*  ' 
Robert  Waipole  from  :his  prefenceand  councils  foe 
ever.  •  He  was  anftvfexed  by*  Mn  Pelhani,  who  un- 
dertook to  defend  ofexcufe  all  the.  meafures  whieit 
the  other  had  ccfttfitfmned ;  and  acquitted  himfelf  a$  : 
a  wariritfriend  and  unfhaken  adherent*     Againft  this  : 
champion  Sic  John  Barnard  entered  the- lifts,  and  was  : 
fuftainedliy  Mr.  Pulteney,  who,  with- equal  fpirit 
andpredfion,  pointed  out  and  expofed  all  the  ma*'- 
terial  errors  and  trjaUpra&ices  of  the  adminiftratiem 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  fpoke  with  great  temper  and  de-> 
liberation  in  behalf  of:  himfelf.     Wkh  refpedl  to  tht 
article  of  briber)'  and  corruption,  life  feid  if  any  one 
inftamre  had  been  mentioned  ;  if  it  had  been  ihowa 
that  Jie   evpr  ottered  a  reward   to  any  member  of 

either 
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B  ooKeither  Houfe,   or  ever  threatened  to  deprive  any 
***     member  of  his  office  or  employment,   in  order  to 

^^^  influence  his  voting  in  Parliament,  there  might  have 
been  fome  ground  for  this  charge  ;  but  when  it  was 
fo  generally  laid,  he  did  not  know  what  he  could  fay 
to  it,  unlefs  to  deny  it  as  generally  and  as  pofitively 
as  it  had  been  aflerted. — Such  a  declaration  as  this, 
in  tile  hearing  of  fo  many  perfons,  who  not  only 
knew,  but  fubfifted  by  his  wages  of  corruption,  was 
a  ftrong  proof  of  the  minifter's  being  dead  to  all 
fenfe  of  fhame,  and  all  regard  to  veracity.  The 
debate  was  protnufted  by  the  court  members  till 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  about  forty  of 
the  oppofite  party  having  retired,  the  motion  was 
reje&ed  by  a  confiderable  majority. 

$  XXXVI.  A  bill  was  brought  in  for  prohibiting 
the  pra&ice  of  infuring  fhips  belonging  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  nation ;  but  it  was  vigoroufly  oppofed 
by  Sir  John  Barnard  and  Mr.  Willimot,  who  de- 
monstrated that  this  kind  of  traffick  was  advan- 
tageous to  the  kingdom;  and  the  fcheme  was 
dropped.  Another  warm  conteft  arofe  upon  a  claufe 
of  the  mutiny-bill,  relating  to  the  quartering  of  fol- 
diers  upon  inn-keepers  and  publicans,  who  com* 
plained  of  their  being  chftrdTed  in  furnifhing  thofe 
guefts  with  proviiions  and  neceflaries  at  the  rates 
prefcribed  by  law  or  cuftom.  There  were  not  want* 
lag  advocates  to  expatiate  upon  the  nature  of  this 
grievance,  which,  however,  was  not  redrefied.  A  new 
trade  was  at  this  time  opened  with  Perfia,  through 
the  dominions  of  the  Czar,  and  veiled  with  an  ex- 
clufive  privilege  in  the  Ruffian  company,  by  an  a&  of 
Parliament.  The  Commons  voted  forty  thoufand 
feamen  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  and  about 
thirty  thoufand  men  for  the  eftablimment  of  land- 
forces.  They  provided  for  the  fubfidics  granted 
to  the  King  of  Denmark  and  the  Landgrave  of 
Hefle-Caflel ;  and  took  every  ftep  which  was  fug* 

gefted 
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gefted  lor  tbc  eafe  and  the  convenience-of  the  go- c  has. 

vernment.  .„';.•        \^J&+j 

%  XXXVII.  The  parties  it*  the  Houfe :  of  'Lotds^^; 
were  influenced  by  the  lame  motives  which  actuated 
the  Commons.  ^  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  had  by 
this  traaerefigned  all  his  places,  declared  open  war 
againft  the  ri?iniftry.  In  the  beginning  of  the  feffioi^ 
the  King's  fpeecn  was  no  fooner  reported  by  the 
Chancellor,  than  this  nobleman  flood  up,  and  moved 
that  a  general  addrefs  of  thanks  fhould  be  prefented 
to  his  Majefty,  inftead  of  a  recapitulation  of  every 
paragraph  of  the  King's  fpeech,  re-echoed  fro*nthe 
Parliament  to  the  Throne,  with  expreflioris  of  blind 
approbation,  implying  a  general  concurrence  with 
all  the  meafures  of  the  miniiter.  He  fpokfc  on  this 
fubjed  with  an  aftoniftiing  impetuoiity  of  eloquence, 
that  rolled  like  a  river  which  had  overflowed  its 
banks  and  deluged  the  whole  adjacent  country* 
The  motion  was  fupported  by  Lord  Bathurft,  Lord 
Carteret,  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  and  Lord  Gower, 
who,  though  they  difplayed  all  the  talents  of  oratory, 
were  out-voted  by  the  oppofite  party,  headed  by  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle,  the  Earl  of  Cholmondeiey,  Lord 
Herrey,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor.  The  motion: 
was  reje&ed,  and  the  addrefs  compofed  in  the  ufual 
ftrain.  The  fame  motions  for  an  inquiry  into  or* 
ders  and  inftru&ions  which  had  mifcarried  in  the 
Lower  Houfe,  were  here  repeated  with  the  fame  bad 
fuccefe  :  in  the  debates,  which  enfued,  the  yQung 
Earls  of  Hallifex  and  Sandwich  acquired  a  con- 
siderable fhare  of  reputation,  for  the  ftrength  of  ar- 
gument and  elocution  with  which  they  contended 
againft  the  adherents  of  the  miniftry.  When  the 
Houfe  took  iptp  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  army, 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  having  harangued  with  equal 
Ikili  and  energy  on  military  affairs,  propofed  that 
the  forces  fhpuld  be  augmented  by  adding  new  levies 
to  the  old  companies,  without  increafing  the  number 
tf  officers ;  as  fuch  an  augmentation  ferved  only  to 
.   vol.  in.  E  debafe 
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Booitdebafe  the  dignity  of  the  fervice,  by  railing  the 
Ir-     loweil  of  mankind  to  the  rank  of  gentlemen ;  and 

^^^to  extend  the  influence  of  the  minifter,  by  multi- 
plying his  dependents.  He,  therefore,  moved  for  a 
resolution,  that  the  augmenting  the  army  by  railing 
regiments,  as  it  is  the  moft  unneceflary  and  moft 
expenfive  method  of  augmentation,  was  alfo  the 
moft  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  nation.  This 
propofal  was  likewife  over-ruled,  after  a  fhort  though 
warm  contention.  This  was  the  fate  of  all  the  other 
motions  made  by  the  Lords  in  the  opposition,  though 
the  victory  of  the  Courtiers  was  always  clogged  with 
a  nervous  and  fpirited  proteft.  Two  days  were  ex- 
pended in  the  debate  produced  by  Lord  Carteret's 
motion  for  an  addrefs,  befeeching  his  Majefty  to  re- 
move Sir  Robert  Walpole  from  his  prefence  and 
councils  for  ever.  The  fpeech  that  ufhered  in  this 
memorable  motion  would  not  have  difgraced  a 
Cicero.  It  contained  a  retrofpeft  of  all  the  pub- 
lick  meafures  which  had  been  purfued  fince  the  Re- 
volution. It  explained  the  nature  of  every  treaty, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  which  had  been  concluded 
under  the  prefent  adminiftration.  It  defcribed  the 
political  connections  fubfifting  between  the  different 
rowers  in  Europe.  It  expofed  the  weaknefs,  the 
mifconduft,  and  the  iniquity  of  the  Minifter,  both 
in  his  foreign  and  domeftick  tranfa&ions.  It  was 
embellifhed  with  all  the  ornaments  of  rhetorick,  and 
warmed  with  a  noble  fpirit  of  patriotick  indignation. 
The  Duke  of  Argyle,  Lord  Bathurfl,  and  his  other 
colleagues,  feemed  to  be  animated  with  uncommon 

A*.  *74».fervour,  and  even  infpired,  by  the  fubje£.  A  man 
of  imagination,  in  reading  their  fpeeches,  will  think 
himfelf  tranfported  into  the  Roman  fenate,  before 
the  ruin  of  that  republick.  Neverthelefs,  the  Mi- 
nifter ftill  triumphed  by  dint  of  numbers ;  though 
his  vi6lory  was  dearly  purchafed.  Thirty  Peers  en- 
tered a  vigorous  proteft;  and  Walpole's  chara&er 
fuftained  fuch  a  rude   (hock  from  this  oppofition, 

that 
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that  his  authority  feemed  to  be  drawing  near  a  pe-c 
Hod.  Immediately  after  this  conteft  was  decided, 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  moved  for  a  refolutioh, 
that  any  attempt  to  infli&  any  kind  of  punifhment 
onajiy  perfo^  without  allowing  him  an  opportunity 
to  make"  his  defence,  or  without  any  proof  of  any 
Crime  or  mifdemeanour  committed  by  nim,  is  con- 
trary to  natural  juflice^  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
realm,  and  the  ancient  efiablifhed  ufage  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  liberties 
of  the  fubjeft.  It  was  feconded  by  the  Duke  of  De- 
vonfhire  and  Lord  Lovel;  and  oppofed  by  Lord 
Gower,  as  an  intended  cenfure  on  the  proceedings 
of  the  day.  This  fentiment  was  fo  warmly  efpoufed 
by  Lord  Talbot,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in 
the  former  debate,  that  he  feemed  to  be  tranfported 
beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation,  tie  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  Earl  of  Cholmondeley,  who  charged 
him  with  having  violated  the  order  and  decorum 
which  ought  to  be  preferred  in  fuch  an  aflembly. 
His  paffion  was  inflamed  by  this  rebuke  :  he  declared 
himfelf  an  independent  Lord ;  a  chara&er  which  he 
would  not  forfeit  for  the  fmiles  of  a:  Court,  the  profit 
of  an  employment,  or  the  reward  of  apenfion :  he 
faid,  when  he  was  engaged  on  the  fide  of  truth,  he 
would  trample  on  the  infolence  thatihould  command 
him  to  fupprefs  his  fentiments.  On  a  divifion,  how- 
ever, the  motion  was  carried. 

§  XXXVIII.  In  the  beginning  of  April,  the 
King  repairing  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  pafled  fome 
a6b  that  were  ready  for  the  Royal  aflent.  Then,  in 
his  fpeech  to  both.Houfes,  he  gave  them  to  under- 
ftand,  that  the  Queen  of  Hungary  had  made  a  re- 
quifition  of  the  twelve  thoufand  men  ftipulated  by 
treaty ;  and  that  he  had  ordered  the  fubfidy-troops 
of  Denmark  and  Hefle-Cafiel  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
march  to  her  afllftance.  He  obferved,  that  in  thi9 
complicated  and  uncertain  flate  of  affairs,  many  in- 
cidents might  arife,  and  render  it  necefiary  for  him 

S2  to 


li  HISTORY  OF   EN(S£XND. 

BooKto  incur  extraordinary  expences  for  maintaining  the 
JL1'  pragmatick  fan&ion,'  at  a  time'  when  he  could  not 
^^  pombly  have  recourfe  to  the  advice  and  afliftance  of 
his  Parliament.  He,  therefore,  demanded  of  the 
Commons  fuch  a  fupply  as  might  be  reqtiifite  for 
thefe  ends ;  and  jpromiied  to  manage  it  with  all  pof- 
iible  frugality.  The  Lower  Houfe,  in  their  addrefs, 
approved '  of  all  his  meafures  ;  declared  th^y  would 
effectually  fupport  him  againft  all  in&lts  and  attacks 
that  might  be  made  upon  any  of  his  territories, 
though*  not  belonging  to  the  Crowa  o(  Great-Bri- 
tain ;  and  that  they  would  enable  him  t<5  contribute, 
In  the  mod:  effe&ual  manner,  te  the  fuppoft  of  the 

SJueen  of  Hungary.     Sir  Robert  Walpole  moved, 
lat  an  aid  of  two  hundred  thoufartd  pounds  fhould 
be  granted  to  that  Princefs.  Mr.  Shippenbrotefted 
againft  any  interpolation  in  the  affuirs  of  drermany. 
He  expreffed  his  diflike  of  the  prdmife  which  had 
been  .made  to  defend  his  Majefty's  foreigh  domi- 
nions; a  promife,  in  his  opinion,  inconfiftent  with 
that  important  and  inviolable  law,  the  .  A<51  X)f  Set- 
tlement  :.a  promife  wliich,  could  it  have  been  fore- 
known, would  perhaps  have  for  ever  precluded  from 
the  iucceffioh  that  llluftrious  family  to  which  the 
nation  owed  fuch  nuriiberlefs  lileflings,    fuch  con- 
tinued felicity.   "The  motion  however  pafled,  though 
not  without  further  oppofitiofi ;  and  trie  Houfe  re- 
fpiyed,  that  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  Ihould 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  erfdble*  him  effeftualiy 
tV  fyipport  the   Queen  of  Huhgaty.    Toward?  the 
expence  of  this  year  a  million  was  deduced  from 
the  finking-  fynd  ;    and  the  lahd-tatf  con  tinned   at 
fpiir  ihillings  in  the  pound.     The  preparations  for 
this  war  had  already  coft  five  millions.     The  feffion 
w^s  clofed  on  the  twenty-fifth  d*y  of  April,  when 
the, King  took  his  leave  of  this  Parliament,  with 
warm    expreffions    of   tendernefs    and    fatlsfeftion. 
Jlehry  Bromley,    Stephen   Pox,    and  John  Howe, 
three  members   of  the  Lower  Houfe,  who  had  fig- 

nalized 
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nalized  thcmfclves  in  defence  of  the  Minifter,  were  CHAP, 
now  ennobled,    and  created  Barons  of   Montford,     vr* 
Ilchefter,    and  Chedworth.'     A   camp  was   formed     ,74I> 
near  Colchefter :  and  the  King  having  appointed  a 
Tegericy,  fet  out  in  May  for  his  German  dominidns.* 

•  Sir  William  Wyndham  died  the  preceding  year,  deeply  regretted 
as  in  orator,  a  patriot,  and  a  man,  the  coniUnt  aflferter  of  Brinflj*  li- 
berty, and  one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  the  Knglifh  nation.  In  the 
courfepf  the  fame  year,  Genera)  Oglethorpe,  Governor  of  Georgia, 
had,  with  fome  fuccours,  obtained  from  the  colony  of  Carolina,  and 
a  foiall  fquadron  of  King's  ihip*,   made  an  attempt. upon  Fort  A«- 

Jrufttne,  the  capital  of  Spanifli  Florida;  and  ■  a&ually  reduced  fome 
mall  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  ;  but  the .  Carolinians 
withdrawing  in  difguft,  diflenfions  prevailing  among  the  fea-officers, 
tke  hurricane  months  approaching,  and  the  enemy  having  received  a 
fjpply  and  t enforcement,  be  abandoned  Che  enterprise,  and  /etujned 
to  Georgia. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

§  I.  The  army  wider  Lord  Cathcart  and  Sir  Chahner 
Ogle  proceeds  to  the  Wejl-lndies.  §  II.  Nature  of 
the*  climate  on  the  Spanijh  main.  \  III.  Admiral 
Vernon  fails  to  Carthagena.  ^  IV.  Attack  of  Fort 
Lazar.  &  V.  Expedition  to  Cuba.  ^  VI.  Rupture 
between  the  Queen  of  Hungary  arid  the  King  ofPruf- 
fta.  §  VII.  Battle  of  Motwitz.  §  VIII.  The  King 
of  Great-Britain  concludes  a  treaty  of  neutrality  with 
France  for  the  Electorate  of  Hanover.  §  IX.  A  body 
of  French  forces  join  the  Elector  of  Bavaria*  ^  X. 
He  is  crowned  King  of  Bohemia  at  Prague.  $  XI. 
Fidelity  of  the  Hungarians.  §  XII.  War  between 
RuJJia  and  Sweden.  §  XIII.  Revolution  in  RuJJia. 
$  XIV.  The  Spanijh  and  French  fquadrons  pafs  un- 
molefted  by  the  Englifh  Admiral  in  the  Mediterranean. 
§  XV.  Inactivity  of  the  naval  power  of  Great- 
Britain.  §  XVI.  Obftinate  ftruggle  in  electing 
members  in  the  new  Parliament.  \  XVII.  Re- 
markable motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Lord 
Noel  Somerfet.  §  XVIII.  The  country-party  ob- 
tain a  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  §  XIX. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  created  Earl  of  Orford.  $  XX. 
Change  in  the  minifiry.  $  XXI.  Inquiry  into  the 
adminiftration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  §  XXII.  Ob- 
Jirufted  by  the  new  minijlry.  $  XXIII.  Reports 
of  thefecret  committee.  §  XXIV.  The  Eleflor  of 
Bavaria  chofen  Emperor.  §  XXV.  The  King  of 
PruJJia  gains  the  tattle  at  Czq/law.  Treaty  at 
Breflaw.  §  XXVI.  Tlie  French  troops  retire  un- 
der the  cannon  of  Prague.  Afrejh  bodyfent  with 
the  Marefchal  de  Mallebois  to  bring  them  off. — 
^  XXVII.  Extraordinary  retreat  of  M.  de  Bel- 
lei/le.  §  XXVIII.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  forms 
an  army  in  Flanders.  §  XXIX.  Progrefs  of  the 
war  between  Rujfta  and  Sweden.    §  XXX.   The 

Kins 
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King  of  Sardinia  declares  for  the  Houfe  of  Auflria. 
§  XXXI.  Motions  of  the  Spaniards  in  Italy  and 
Savoy.  §  XXXII.  ConduB  of  Admiral  Matthews 
in  the  Mediterranean.  §  XXXHL  Operations  in 
the  Wefi-Indics.  ^  XXXIV.  The  attention  of  the 
mimftry  turned  chiefly  on  the  affairs  of  the  Continent. 
§  XXXV.  Extraordinary  motion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  by  Earl  Stanhope.  §  XXXVI.  IVarm  and 
obftinate  debate  on  the  repeal  of  the  Gin-ail. 
fs  XXXVII.  Bitt  for  quieting  Corporations. 
ty  XXXVIII.  Convention  between  the  Emperor  and 
the  Queen  of  Hungary.  §  XXXIX.  Difference 
between  the  King  of  Pruflia  and  the  Elector  of  Ha- 
nover. §  XL.  The  King  of  Great-Britain  obtains 
a  viSory  over  the  French  at  Dettingen.  $  XLL 
Treaty  .of  Worms.  §  XLIL  Conchifton  of  the  cam- 
paign. &  XLIIL  Affairs  in  the  North.  $  XLIV. 
Battle  of  Campo-Santo.  &  XLV.  Tranfa3ions  of 
the  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  &  XLVI. 
Unfuccefsful  attempts  upon  the  Spanijh  fettiements  in 
the  Weft-Indies. 

\\.  rPHE  Britifh  armament  had  by  this   time  chap* 

proceeded  to  a&ion  in  the  Weft-Indies,  vfi. 
SirChaloner  Ogle,  who  failed  from  Spithead,  had'^^*'-' 
beta  overtaken  by  a  temped  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay, 
by  which  the  fleet  confiding  of  about  one  hundred 
and  feventy  fail,  were  fcattered  and  difperfed.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  he  profecuted  his  voyage,  and  anchored 
with  a  view  to  provide  wood  and  water,  in  the  neu- 
tral ifland  of  Dominica,  where  the  intended  expedi- 
tion fuftained  a  terrible  (hock  in  the  death  or  the 
gallant  Lord  Cathcart,  who  was  carried  off  by  a 
dyfentery.  The  lofs  of  this  nobleman  was  the  more 
fevereiy  felt,  as  the  command  of  the  land-forces  de- 
volved upon  General  Wcntworth,  an  officer  without 
experience,  authority,  and  refolution.  As  the  fleet 
failed  along  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  in  its  way  to 
Jamaica,  four  large  (hips  of  war  were  discovered; 

and 
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Boo  Kahd  Sir  Chaloner  detached  an  equal  number  of   his 
^J"\fqiiadron  to  give  them  chafe,  while  he  himfelf  pro- 
1741.    ceeded  tin  his  voyage.     As  thole  ftrange  fhips    re- 
fiifed  to  bring  to,  Lord  Auguftus  Fitzroy,  the  Com- 
modore of  the  four  Britifh  (hips,  faluted  one  of  them 
with  a  broadfide,   and  a  fmart  engagement  enfued. 
After  they  had  fought  during  the  beft  •  part  of  the 
night,  the  enemy  hoifted  their  colours  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  appeared  to  be  part  of  the  FVench  fqua- 
dron,    which  had  failed  from*  Europe,    under  the 
command  of  the  Marquis  d'Antin,  -with  orders    to 
affift  the  Spanifh  Admiral^  De  Torres,  in  attacking 
and  diftreffing  the  Englifh  fhips  and  colonies.     War 
was  not  yet  declared  between  France  and  England  ; 
therefore  hoftilities  ceafed  :  the  Englifh  and  French 
Commanders   complimented    each   other ;  -  excufed 
themfelves  mutually,  for  the  miilake  which  had  hap- 
pened ;   and  parted  as  friends,  with  a  confiderable 
lofs  of  men  on  both  fides. 

§  II.  In  the  mean  time  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  arrived 
at  Jamaica,  where  he  joined  Vice-Admiral  Vernon, 
who  now  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  moll  for- 
midable fleet  and  army  that  ever  vifited  thofe  feas, 
with  full  power  to  afl  at  difcretion.  The  conjoined 
fquadrons  confided  of  nine-and-twenty  fhips  of  the 
line,  with  almoft  an  equal  number  of  frigates,  fire- 
fhips,  and  bomb-ketches,  well  manned,  and  plenti- 
fully fupplied  with  all  kinds  of  provifions,  ftores,  and 
neceflaries.  The  number  of  feamen  amounted  to 
fifteen  thoufand:  that  of  the  land-forces,  including 
the  American  regiment  of  four  battalions,  and  a 
body  of  negroes  inlifted  at  Jamaica,  did  not  fall 
fhort  of  twelve  thoufand.  Had  this  armament  been 
ready  to  a<ft  in  the  proper  feafon  of  the  year,  under 
the  conduct  of  wife,  experienced  officers,  united  in 
councils,  and  fieadily  attached  to  the  intereft  and 
honour,  of  their  country,  the  Havannah,  and 
whole  ifland  of  Cuba,  might  have  been  eafily  re- 
duced: the  whole  treafure  of  the  Spanifh  Weft- 
3  Indies 
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Indies  would  have  been  intercepted;    and   Spain c  Hap. 
mud  have  been  humbled  into  the  moft  abje&  fub-     VII# 
million.      But  feveral   unfavourable    circumftancesVN-^^/ 
concurred  to  fruftrate  the  hopes  of  the  publick. 
The  miniftry  had  detained  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  at 
Spithead  without  any  vifible  caufe,  until  the  feafon 
for  a£ion  was  almoft  exhaufted :  for,  on  the  conti- 
nent of  new  Spain,  the  periodical  rains  begin  about 
the  end  of  April;  and  this  change  in  the  atmofphere 
is  always  attended  with  epidemical  diftempers  which 
tender  the  climate  extremely  unhealthy :    befidea, 
the  rain  is  fo  exceffive,  that  fof  the  fpace  of  two 
months  iio  army  can  keep  the  field. 

^  III.  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  arrived  at  Jamaica  an 
the  ninth  day  of  January ;  and  Admiral  Vernon  did 
not  fail  on  his  intended  expedition  till  towards  the 
end  of  the  month.  Inftead  of  directing  his  courfe 
to  the  Havannah,  which  lay  to  leeward ,  and  might* 
have  been  reached  in  lefs  than  three  days,  he  re- 
folded to  beat  up  againft  the  wind  to  Hifpaniola,  in 
order  to  obferve  the  motion  of  the  French  fquadron, 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  D'Antin.  The  fifteenth 
day  of  February  had  elapfed  before  he  received  cer 
tain  information  that  the  French  Admiral  had  failed 
for  Europe,  ih  great  diftrefs,  for  want  of  men  and 
provifions,  which  he  could  not  procure  in  the  Weft- 
Indies.  Admiral  Vernon,  thus  difappointed,  called 
a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  determined  to  pro- 
ceed to  Carthagena.  The  fleet  being  fupplied  with 
wood  and  water  at  Hifpaniola,  fet  fail  for  the  conti- 
nent of  New  Spain,  and  on  the  fourth  of  March 
anchored  in  Haya  Grande,  to  the  windward  of  Car- 
thagena. Admiral  de  Torres  had  already  failed  to 
die  Havannah :  but  Carthagena  was  ftrongly  forti- 
fied, and  die  garrifon  reinforced  by  the  crews  of  a 
fmall  fquadron  of  large  fliips,  commanded  by  Don 
Blasde  Lefo,  an  officer  of  experience  and  reputation. 
Here  the  Englifh  Admiral  lay  ina&ive  till  the  ninth, 
when  the  troops  were  landed  on  the  ifland  of  Tierra 

Bomba^ 
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too  K$t>mba,  near  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  known  by 
n*     the  name  of  Boca-chica  or;  Little-mouth,  which  was 

°^^furprizingly  fortified  with  caftles,  batteries,  booms, 
chains,  cables,  and  (hips  of  war.  The  Britilh  forces 
erected  a  battery  6n  fhore,  with  which  they  made  a 
breach  in  the  principal  fort,  while  the  Admiral  fent 
in  a  number  of  (hips  to  divide  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
and  co-operate  with  the  endeavours  of  the  army. 
Lord  Aubery  Beauclerc,  a  gallant  officer,  who  coin* 
manded  one  of  thefe  (hips,  was  flain  on  this  occa- 
sion. The  breach  being  deemed  practicable,  the 
forces  advanced  to  the  attack:  but  the  forts  and 
batteries  were  abandoned :  the  Spanifh  (hips  that 
lay  athwart  the  harbour's  mouth  were  deftrpyed  or 
taken  :  the  paflage  was  opened,  and  the  fleet  entered 
without  further  oppofition.  Then  the  forces  were 
reimbarked  with  the  artillery,  and  landed  within  a 
mile  of  Carthagena,  where  they  were  oppofed  by 
about  feven  hundred  Spaniards,  whom  they  obliged 
to  retire.  The  Admiral  and  General  had  contract- 
ed a  hearty  contempt  for  each  other,  and  took  all 
opportunities  of  expreffing  their  mutual  diflike :  far 
from  ailing  vigoroufly  in  concert,  for  the  advantage 
of  the  community,  they  maintained  a  mutual  referve, 
and  feparate  cabals :  and  each  proved  more  eager  for 
the  difgrace  of  his  rival,  than  zealous  for  the  honour 
of  the  nation. 

.  ^  IV.  The  General  complained  that  the  fleet  lay 
idle  while  his  troops  were  harafled  and  diminifhed 
by  hard  duty  and  diftemper.  The  Admiral  affirmed, 
that  his  fhips  could  not  lie  near  enough  to  batter 
the  town  of  Carthagena  :  he  upbraided  the  General 
with  inactivity  and  want  of  refolution  to  attack  the 
fort  of  St.  Lazar  which  commanded  the  town,  and 
might  be  taken  by  fcalade.  Wentworth,  ftimulated 
by  thefe  reproaches,  refolved  to  try  the  experiment. 
His  forces  marched  up  to  the  atttack :  but  the  guides 
being  flain,  they  miftook  their  route,  and  advanced 
to  the  ftrongeft  part  of  the  fortification,  where  they 

were 


GEORGE.IL  5g 

were  moreover  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  town.    Co-  chap. 
lone!  Grant,  who  commanded  the  grenadiers,  was    VII» 
mortally  wounded :  the  fcaling-ladders  were  found ^^nu^ 
too  fhort :   the  officers  were  perplexed  for  want  of 
orders  and  directions:  yet  the  foldiers  fuftained  a 
fevere  fire  for  fcveral  hours  with  furprizing  intrepi- 
dity, and  at  length  retreated,  leaving  about  fix  hun- 
dred killed  or  wounded  on  the  fpot.    Their  num- 
ber was  now  fo  much  reduced,  that  they  could  no 
longer  maintain   their  footing  on  fhore:    befides^ 
the  rainy  feafon  had  begun  with  fuch  violence,   as 
rendered  it  impoffible  Tor  them  to  live  in  camp. 
They  were,   therefore,   reimbarked :   and  all  hope 
of  further  fuccefs  immediately  vanifhed.    The  Ad- 
miral, however,  in  order  to  demonftrate  the  imprac- 
ticability of  taking  the  olace  by  fea,  fent  in  the  Gal- 
licia,  one  of  the  Spanifn  (hips  which  had  been  taken 
at  Boca-chica,  to  cannonade  the  town,  with  fixteen 
guns  mounted  on  one  fide,  like  a  floating  battery. 
This  vefiel,  manned  by  detachments  of  'Volunteers 
from  different  fhips,   and  commanded  by  Captain 
Hore,    was  warped  into  the  inner  harbour,    and 
moored  before  day,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  iron 
the  walls,  in  very,  (hallow  water.     In  this  pofition 
fte  flood  the  fire  of  feveral  batteries  for  fome  hours, 
without  doing  or  fuftaining  much  damage :  then  the 
Admiral  ordered  the  men  to  be  brought  off  in  boats, 
and  the  cables  to  be  cut ;  fo  that  fhe  drove  with  the 
fea-breeze  upon  a  fhoal,  where  fhe  was  foon  filled 
with  water.    This  exploit  was  abfurd,  and  the  in- 
ference which  the  Admiral  drew  from  it  altogether 
fallacious.     He  faid"  it  plainly  proved,   that  there 
was  not' depth  of  water  in  the  inner  harbour,  fuffi- 
cient  to  admit  large  fhips  near  enough  to  batter 
the  town  with  any  profpe&  of  fuccefs.    This,  in- 
deed, was  the  cafe  in  that  part  of  the  harbour  to 
which  the  Gallicia  was  conducted  :  but  a  litde  far- 
ther to  the  left,  he  might  have  fiationed  four  or  five- 
of  his  largeft  fhips  a-breaft,  within  piftol-fhot  of  the 

walls; 
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boo  K  walls ;  and  if  this  ftcp  had  boen  taken,  when  the 
^*^^  land- forces  marched  to  the  attack  of  St.   Lazar, 
i;4i.    in  all  probability  the  town  would  hare  been  fur- 
rendered.    ■  ■ 

.  §  V.  After  the  reimbarkation  of  the  troops,  the 
difiempers  peculiar  to  the  climate  and  feafon  began 
to  rage  with  redoubled  fury  ;  and  great  numbers  of 
thofe  who  efcaped  the  .vengeance  of  the  enemy  pe- 
rilhed  by  a  more  painful  and  inglorious  fate.     No- 
thing was  heard  but  complaints  and  execrations  i 
the  groans  of  the  dying,  and  the  fervice  for  die 
dead:   nothing  was  feen  but  obje&s  of  woe,  and 
images  of  dejedlion.     The  condu&ors  of  this  un- 
fortunate expedition,  agreed  in  nothing  bat  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  fpeedy  retreat  from  this  fcene  of  mifery 
and  difgrace.     The  fortifications  of  die  harbour  were 
demolilhed,   and  the  fleet  returned  to  Jamaica.-— 
The  mifcarriage  of  this  expedition,  which  had  coft 
the  nation  an  immrnfe  fiim  of  money,  was  no  fooner 
known  in  England,    than,  the  kingdom  was  filled 
with  murmurs  and  difcontent,  and  the  people  were 
deprefled  in  proportion  to  that  fanguine  hope  by 
which  they  had  been  elevated.     Admiral  Vernon, 
inftead  of  undertaking  any  enterprize  which  might 
have  retrieved  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  arms,  fet 
fail  from  Jamaica  with  the  forces  in  July,  and  an- 
chored at  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  Cuba,  in  a  bay,  on 
which  he  bellowed  the  appellation  of  Cumberland 
Harbour,     The  troops  were  landed,  and  encamped 
at  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles  further  up  the  river, 
where  they  remained  totally  inactive,  and  fubiifted 
chiefly    on  fait  and   damaged   provifions,    till  the 
month  of   November,    when,    being    confiderably 
diminifhed   by  (icknefs,    they  were  put  on   board 
again,  and  reconveyed  to  Jamaica.     He  was  after- 
wards reinforced  from  England  by  four  ihips  of  war, 
and  about  three  thoufand  ioldiers :  but  he  performed 
nothing  worthy  of  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  ; 
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and  the  people  began  to  perceive  that  they  had  mif- c  H  A  p; 
taken  his  charadter.  %^ZllL>j 

§  VI.  The  affairs  on  the  •  continent  of   Europe     ,74t. 
were  now  more  than  ever  embroiled.     The  King  of 
Pruffia  had  demanded  of  the  Court  of  Vienna  part  of 
Silefia,    by  virtue  of  old  treaties  of  co-fraternity, 
which  were  either  obfolete  or  annulled :   and  pro- 
mifed  to  affift  the  Queen  with  all  his  forces,  in  cafe 
ihe  ftould  comply  with  his  demand  :  but  this  being 
rejected  with  difdain,  he  entered  Silefia  at  the  head 
of  an* army,  and  profecuted  his  conquefts  with  great 
rapidity.     In  the  mean  time,  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary was  crowned  at  Preiburgh,  after  having  figned 
a  capitulation,  by  which  the  liberties  of  that  king- 
dom were  confirmed  ;  and  the  Grand  Duke  her  con- 
fort  was,  at  her  requeft,  ailbciated  with  her  for  icfi 
years  in  the  government.     At  the  fame  time  the 
States  of  Hungary  refufed  to  receive  a  memorial 
from  the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria.     During  thefe  tranf- 
a&ions,  his  Pruffian  Majefty  made  his  publick  en- 
trance into  Breflau,    and  confirmed  all  the  privi^ 
leges  of  the  inhabitants.    One  of  his  Generals  ftir- 
prized  the  town  and  fprtrefs .  off  Jablunka,   on  the 
confines  of  Hungary:  Prince  Leopold  of  Anhalt- 
Deflau,    who    commanded    another    army,'   which 
formed  the  blockade  of  Great  Glogau  on  the  Oder, 
took  the  place  by  fcalade,  made  the  Generals  Wal- 
Hs  and  Reyflci  prifaners,  with  a  thoufand  men -that 
vwe  in  gprrifon:   here,  likewife,  the  vi&or  found 
the  military  cheft,  fifty  pieces  of  brafs  cannon^  and 
a  great  quantity  of  ammunition. 

$  VII.  The  Queen  of  Hungary  had  foTicited  . 
the  maritime  powers  for  affiftance,  but  found  them 
fearful  and  backward.  Being  obliged,  therefore,  to 
exert  herfelf  with  the  more  vigour,  fhe  ordered 
Count  Neuperg  to  afiemble  a  body  of  forces;  and 
endeavour  to  ftop  the  progrefe  of  the  Pruffians  in  * 
Silefia.  The  two  armies,  encountered  each  other  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Neifs,  at -a  village  called  Mol- 
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900  Kwitz,  and,  after  an  obftinate  difpute,  the  Auftxians 
u*  were  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  lofs  of  four  thousand 
1741.  men  killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  The  advantage 
was  dearly  purchafed  by  the  King  of  Pruffia.  His 
kinfman,  Frederick,  Margrave  of  Brandenburgh, 
and  Lieutenant-General  Schuylemberg,  were  killed 
in  the  engagement,  together  with  a  great  number 
of  general  officers,  and  about  two  thoufand  foldiers. 
After  this  action,  Brieg  was  furrendered  to  the  Pruf- 
fian,  and  he  forced  the  important  pafs  of  Fryewalde, 
which  was  defended  by  four  thouland  Auftrian  buf- 
fers. The  Englifh  and  Dutch  minifters,  who  ac- 
%  companied  him  in  his  progrefs,  fpared  no  pains  to 
effed.  an  accommodation :  but  the  two  Sovereigns 
were  too  much  irritated  againft  each  other  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  any  terms  that  could  be  propofed.  The 
Queen  of  Hungary  was  incenfed  to  find  herfelf  at- 
tacked, in  the  day  of  her  diftrefs,  by  a  Prince  to 
whom  Ihe  had  given  no  fort  of  provocation ;  and  his 
Pruflian  Majefty  cliarged  the  Court  of  Vienna  with  a 
defign  either  to  aflafiinate,  or  carry  him  off  by  trea- 
chery :  a  defign  which  was  difowned  with  expreffions 
of  indignation  and  difdain.  Count  Neuperg  being 
obliged  to  abandon  Silefia,  in  order  to  oppofe  the 
Bavarian  arms  in  Bohemia,  the  King  of  Pruffia 
fent  thither  a  detachment  to  join  the  Elector,  under 
the  command  of  Count  Deflau,  who,  in  his  route, 
reduced  Glatz  and  Neifs,  almoft  without  opposi- 
tion :  then  his  matter  received  the  homage  of  the 
Silefian  States  at  Breflaw,  and  returned  *to  Berlin. 
In  December,  the  Pruflian  army  was  diftributed  in 
winter-quarters  in  Moravia,  after  having  taken  Ol- 
mutz,  the  capital  of  that  Province ;  and  in  March 
his  Pruflian  Majefty  formed  a  camp  of  obfervation 
in  the  "neighbourhood  of  Magdeburgh. 

§  VIII.  The  Ele&or  of  Hanover  was  alarmed  at 
the  fuccefs  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  in'apprehenfion 
that  he  would  become  too  formidable  a  neighbour. 
A  fchemewas  faid  to  have  beeh^pibpofed  to  the 

Court 
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Court  of  Vifenna,  for  attacking  that  Prince's  Ele&o^c  hap. 
ral  dominions,  and  dividing  the  conqueft :  but  it  yiu 
never  was  put  in  execution.  Neverthelefs,  the  troops  V^T^ 
of  Hanover  were  augmented :  the  auxiliary  Danes 
and  Heflians  -in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain  were  or* 
dered  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march ;  and  a  good  num- 
ber of  Britifh  forces  encamped  and  prepared  for 
embarkation.  The  fubfidy  of  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  granted  by  Parliament,  was  remitted 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  and  every  thing  feemed 
to  preface  the  vigorous  interpofition  of  his  Britan- 
nick  Majefty.  But  in  a  little  time  after  his  arrival 
at  Hanover,  that  fpirit  of  a&ion  feemed  to  flag,  even 
while  her  Hungarian  Majefty  tottered  on  the  verge 
of  ruin.  France  refolved  to  feize  this  opportunity 
of  cruihing  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  In  order  to  inti- 
midate the  Elector  of  Hanover,  Marefchal  Malle- 
bois  was  fent  with  a  numerous  army  into  Weftphar* 
lia ;  and  this  expedient  proved  effe&ual.  A  treaty 
of  neutrality  was  concluded:  and  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  engaged  to  vote  for  the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria 
at  the  enfuing  ele&ion  of  an  Emperor.  The  defign 
of  the  French  Court  was  to  raife  this  Prince  to  the 
Imperial  dignity,  and  furnifh  him  with  fuch  fuc- 
cours  as  fliould  enable  him  to  deprive  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  of  her  hereditary  dominions. 

$  iX.  While  the  French  minifter  at  Vienna  en- 
deavoured to  amufe  the  Queen  with  the  ftrongeft 
affiirances  of  his  Mailer's  fhendfhip,  a  body  of  five* 
and-tfhirty  thoufand  men  began  their  march  for  Ger- 
many, in  order  to  join  the  Ele&or  of  Bavaria :  an* 
other  FVench  army  was  aflembled  upon  the  Rhine  * 
and  the  Count  de  Belleifle  being  provided  with  large 
fums  of  money,  was  fent  to  negociate  with  different 
Ele&ors.  Having  thus  fecured  a  majority  of  voices, 
he  nroceeded  to  Munich,  where  he  prefented  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria  with  a  commiffion,  appointing 
him  Generaliflimo  of  the  French  troops  marching  to 
his  affiftaoce :  and  now  the  treaty  of  Nymphenburgfr 
1  was 
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j&oorKwas  concluded  The ;  French  King  engaged  ta 
^^l^afflft  the  Ele&or  with  hit  whole  .power,  towards 
,741.  railing  him  to  the  Imperial  throne :  the  Ele&or  pro- 
mifed,  that  after  his  elevation  he  would  never  at- 
tempt to  recover  any  of  the  tpwns  or  provinces  of 
the  Empire  which  France  had  conquered:  that  he 
would  in  his  Imperial  capacity,  renounce  the  bar* 
rier-^treaty;  and  agree  that  France  fhould  irrevoca- 
bly retain  whatever  places  fhe  fhould  fubdue  in  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands.  .  The  next,  ftep  of  Belledflc 
was  to  ncgociate  another  treaty  betweeA  France  and 
Pruffia,  importing,  That  the  Eledlojr  of  Bavaria 
fhould  poflefs  Bohemia,  Upper  Auftria,  and  the 
Tyrolefe  :  That  the  King  of  Poland  fhould  be  gra- 
tified with  Moravia  and  Upper  Sileiia  ;  and  that  his 
Pruffian  Majefty  ihould  retain  Lower  Silefia,  with 
the  town  of  Neifs  and  the  county  of.  Glat».  Thefc 
precautions  being  taken,  the  Count  de  Belleifle  jre- 

faired  to  Franckfort,  in  quality  of  Ambaflador  and 
lenipotentiary  from  France,  at  the  Imperial  diet  of 
ete&ion.  It  was  in  this  city  that  the  French  King 
publifhed  a  declaration,  fignifyihg,  that  as  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  had  afiembled  an  army  to  influence 
the  approaching  election  of  an  Emperor,  bia  Moil 
Chriftian1  Majefty,  as  guarantee  or  the  treaty  of 
Weftphalia,  had  ordered  ^bme  troops  to  advance 
towards  the  Rhine,  with  a  tiew  to  maintain  the 
tranquillity  of  the  Germanick  body,  and  fecure  the 
freedom  of  the  Imperial  Election. 

$'X.  In  July,  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria  being 
joined  by  the  French  forces  under  Marefchal  BrogHo, 
furprized  the  Imperial  city  of  Paflau,  upon  the  Da- 
nube :  and  entering  Upper' Auftria,  at.  the  head  of 
feventy  thoufand  men,  took  pofieffion  of  Lintz, 
inhere  he  received  the  homage  of  the  States  of  that  . 
country.  Uriderftanding  that. the  garrifon  of  Vicnaa 
was  very  numerous,  and  that  Count  Palfi  bad  af- 
iembled thirty  thoufand  Hungarians  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  this  capital,  he  made  no  farther  pro- 
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grefs  ift  £uftria,  but' inarched  into  Bohemia,  where c  HAP. 
he  was  reinforced  by  a  confiderabie  body  of  Saxony  VII# 
under  the  command  of  Count  Rutowiki,  natural 
ion  to  the  late  King  of  Poland.  By  this  time  his 
Polifh  Majefty  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Nym-> 
phenbourg,  and  declared  war  againft  the  <  Queen  of 
Hungary,  on  the  moil  frivolous  pretences.  The 
E!e6tor  of  Bavaria  advanced  to  Prague,  which  was 
taken  in  the  night  by  fcalade :  an  atchievement  in 
which  Maurice  Count  of  Saxe,  another  natural  fon 
of  the  King  of  Poland,,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  French  forces.  In  December  the  Elec- 
tor of  Bavaria  made  his  publick  entry  into  his  capi- 
tal, where  he  was  proclaimed  King  of  Bohemia,  and 
inaugurated  with  the  ufual  folemnities  ;  then  he  fet 
out  for  Franckfort,  to  be  prefent  at  the  diet  of 
ele&ion. 

$  XL  At  this  period  the  Queen  of  Hungary  fav^ 
herfelf  abandoned  by  all  her  allies,  and  feeminriy 
devoted  to  deftru&ion.  She  was  not,  however,  fori 
faken  by  her  courage ;  nor  deftitute  of  good  officers. 
and  an  able  miniftry.  She  retired  to  Prefburgh,  and 
in  a  pathetick  Latin  fpeech  to  the  States,  exprefled 
her  confidence  in  the  loyalty  and  valour  of  her  Hun- 
garian fubjefts.  The  nobility  of  that  kingdom; 
touched  with  her  prefence  and  diftrefs;,  aflured  her, 
unanimoufly,  that  they  would  facrifice  their  lives 
and  fortunes  in  her  defence.  The  ban  being  raifed, 
that  brave  people  crowded  to  her  (landard ;  and  the 
diet  exprefled  their  fentiments  againft  her  enemy  by 
a  publick  edi&,  excluding  for  ever  the  electoral 
Houfe  of  Bavaria  from  the  fucceffion  to  the  Crown 
of  Hungary  :  yet,  without  the  fubfidy  fhe  received 
from  Gr$at-Britain,  their  courage  and  attachment 
would  have  proved  ineffeflual.  By  this  fupply  fhe 
was  enabled  to  pay  her  army,  ere&  magazines, 
complete  her  warlike  preparations,  and  put  her  ftrong 
places  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  In  December,  he? 
Generals,  Berenclau.and  Mentzel,   defeated  Count 
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»  o  o  KTkoring,  who  commanded  eight  thoufand  m*n,  at 
1K     the  pafs  of  Scardingen,  and  opening  their  way  into 

^T^^  Bavaria,  laid  the  whole  country  under  contribution ; 
while  Count  Khevenhuller  retook  the  city  of  Lintz, 
and  drove  the  French  troops  out  of  Auilria.  The 
Grand  Sigi\pr  aflured  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  that 
far.  from  taking  advantage  of  her  troubles,  he  fliould 
feize  all  opportunities  to  convince  her  of  his  friend- 
Hup.;  the  Pope  permitted  her  to  levy  a  tenth  on  the 
revenues  of  the  clergy  within  her  dominions ;  and 
even  to  ufe  all  the  church-plate  for  the  fnpport  of 
ihe  war. 

.  $  XII.  As  the  Czarina  exprefled  an  inclination  to 
afiift  this  unfortunate  Princefs,  the  French  court 
refolved  to  find  her  employment  in  another  quarter. 
They  had  already  gained  over  to  their  intereft  Count 
Gyllenburgh,  Prime-Minifter  and  Preiident  of  the 
Chancery  in  Sweden.  A  difpute  happening  between 
him  and  Mr.  Burnaby,  the  Britifh  refident  at  Stock- 
holm, fome  warm  altercation  pafled  :  Mr.  Burnaby 
was  forbid  the  court,  and  publilhed  a  memorial  in 
his. own  vindication;  on  the  other  hand,  the  King 
pf  Sweden  juftified  his  conduit  in  a  refcript  lent  to 
all  the  foreign  minifters.  The  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain had  propofed  a  fubfidy-treaty  to  Sweden^  which, 
from  the  influence  of  French  councils,  was  rejected. 
The  Swedes  having  ailcmbled  a  numerous  army  in 
Finland,  and  equipped  a  large  fquadron  of  (hips, 
declared  war  againft  Ruflia,  upon  the  moft  trifling 
pretences ;  and  the  fleet  putting  to  fea,  commenced 
hoftilities  by  blocking  up  the  Ruffian  ports  in  Li- 
vonia. A  body  of  eleven  thoufand  Swedes  com- 
manded by  General  Wrangle,  having  advanced  to 
Willmenfirand,  were,  in  Auguft,  attacked  and  de- 
feated by  General  Lafci,  at  the  head  of  thirty  thou- 
fand Ruffians.  Count  Lewenhaupt,  who  com- 
manded the  main  army  of  the  Swedes,  refolved  to 
take  vengeance  for  this  difgrace,  after  the  Ruffian 
troops  had  retired  into  winter-quarters.  In  Decem- 
■    ■      •*  "  ber 
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ber  he  marched  towards  Wybourg :  but  receivingc  H  A  p* 
letters  from  the  Prince  of  Hefie-Hombourg  and    VI1* 
the  Marquis  de  la  Chetardie,  the  French  ambaflador^"^^ 
at  Peterfburgh,  informing  him  of  the  furprifing  re- 
volution which  had  juft  happened  in  Ruflia,    and 
propofing  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities ;    he*  retreated 
with  his  army,   in  order  to  wait  for  further  inftruc- 
tions;  and  the  two  courts  agreed  to  a  ceflation  of. 
arms  for  three  months. 

$  XIII.  The  Ruflians  had*  been  :for.  fome  time 
difcontented    with    their    government.      The    late. 
Czarina,  was  influenced  chiefly  by  German  councils, 
and  employed  a  great  number  of  foreigners  in  her 
fervice;    Thefe  caufes  of  difcontent  produced  fac- 
tions and  confpiracies ;   and  when  they  were  difco- 
vered,  the.Emprefs  treated  the  authors  of  tfiem  with 
fuch  feverity  as  increafed  the  general  difaffe<5tion. 
Befides,  they  were  difpleafed  at  the  manner  in  which, 
(he  had  fettled  the  fucceflion.    The  Prince  of  Brunf- 
wick-Lunenburgh  Bevern,  father  to  the  young  Czar, 
was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  Ruffian  nobility,  and 
his  confort,  the  Princefs  Anne  of  Mecklenburgh, 
having  affiimed  the  reigns  of  government  during  her 
fon's  minority,  feemed  to  follow  the  maxims  of  her 
aunt,  the  late  Czarina.     The  Ruffian  grandees  and 
generals,  therefore,  turned  their  eyes  upon  the  Prin- 
cefs Elizabeth,    who  was  daughter  of   Peter  the 
Great,  and  the  darling  of  the  Empire.    The  French 
Ambaflador  gladly  concurred  in  a  projedt  for  depo- 
fing  a  Princefs  who  was  well  affe&ed  to  the  Houle 
of  Auftria.     General  Lafci  approved  of  the  defign, 
which  was  chiefly  conducted  by  the  Prince  of  Helle- 
Hotnbourg,  who,  in  the  reigns. of  the  Emprefs  Ca- 
therine and  Peter  II.  had  been  gencraliffimo  of  the 
Ruffian  army.    The  good- will  and  concurrence  of  \ 

Ae  troops  being  fecured,  two  regiments  of  guards 
took pofieffion  of  all  the  avenues. of  the  Imperial 
palace :  at  Peterfhurgh.  .  ,Ths  Princefs  Elizabeth, 
putting  herfelf  at  the  head  of  >one  thoufahd  men',  on 
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jfoo  Kthe  fifth  day  of  December  entered  the  winter  palace, 
**•     where  the  Princefs  of  Mecklenburgh  and  the  infant 
^^J^^Czar  refided.    She  advanced  into  the  chamber  where 
the  Princefs  and  her  confort  lay,  and  defired  them 
to  rife,  and  quit  the  palace,  adding  that  their  perfons 
were  fafe ;  and  that  they  could  not  juftly  blame  her 
for  afierting  her   rights    At  the    fame  time,    the 
Counts  Ofterman,  Golof  hairkin,  Mingden,  and  Mu- 
nich, were  arretted ;   their  papers  and  effedls  were 
feized,  and  their  perfons  conveyed  to  Schliflelbourg, 
a  fortrefs  on  the  Neva*     Early  in  the  morning  the 
fenate  afiembling,  declared  all  that  had  parted  fince 
the  reign  of  Peter  II.  to  be  ufurpation ;   and  that 
the  Imperial  dignity  belonged  of  right  to  the  Prin- 
cefs  Elizabeth :    ihe  was  immediately   proclaimed 
Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  and  recognized  by  the 
army  in  Finland.     She  forthwith  publifhed  a  general 
aft  of  indemnity :  fhe  created  the  Prince  of  Hcfie- 
Hombourg  generaliffimo  of  her  armies  ;  (he  reftored 
the  Dolgorucky  family  to  their  honours  and  eftates  : 
ihe  recalled  and  rewarded  all  thofe  who  had  been 
banilhed  for  favouring  her  pretenfions:  ihe  mitigated 
the  exile  of  the  Duke  of  Courland,  by  indulging 
him  with  a  maintenance  more  fuitable  to  his  rank  : 
fhe  releafed  General  Wrangle,    Count  Wafaburg, 
and  the  other  Swediih  officers,  who  had  been  taken 
at  the  battle  of  Willmenflrand :    and  the  Princefs 
Ann  of  Mecklenburgh,  with  her  confort  and  child- 
ren, were  fent  under  aftrong  guard  to  Riga,    the 
capital  of  Livonia. 

^  XIV.  Amidft  thefe  tempefts  of  war  and  revo- 
lution, the  States-General  wifely  determined  to  pre- 
ferve    their  own  tranquillity.      It  was,    doubtlefs, 
their  intereft  to  avoid  the  dangers  and  expence  of  a 
1  war,  and  to  profit  by  that  ftagnation  of  commerce 

which  would  neceflarily  happen  among  their  neigh- 
bours that  were  at  open  enmity  with  each  other: 
befides,  they  were  over-awed  by  the  declarations  of 
the  French  monarch -oft  one  fide;    by  the  power, 
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a&ivity,  and  pretentions  of  his  Ruffian  Majeity  one  a  A  K 
the  other;  and  they  dreaded  the  profpeft  of  a  Stadt-  .  vn* 
holder  at  the  head  of  their  army.  Thefe  at  leaft^-^^ 
were  the  fentiments  of  many  Dutch  patriots,  rein* 
forced  by  others  that  afted  under  French  influence 
But  the  Prince  of  Orange  mlmbered  among  his  pak 
tifans  and  adherents  many  perfons  of  dignity  and 
credit  in  the  commonwealth  t  he  was  adored  by  tj£ 
populace,  who  loudly  exclaimed  againft  their  go- 
vernors, and  clamoured  for  a  war,  without  ceafing. 
This  national  fpint,  joined  to  the  remonftrances  fcnd 
requifitions  made  by  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Lon- 
don, obliged  the  States  to  iflhe  orders  for  an  aug- 
mentation of  their  forces :  but  thefe  were  ^Kecuted 
fo  flowly,  that  neither  France  nor  Pruffia  had  much 
caufe  to  take  umbrage  at  their  preparatidns.  In 
Italy  the  King  of  Sardinia  declined  for  the  Hdufe  of 
Auftria:  the  republick  of  Genoa  was  deeply  engaged 
in  the  French  intereft:  the  Pope,  the  Venetians, 
and  the  Dukedom  of  Tufcany  wert  nefttral :  the 
King  of  Naples  refolved  to  fupport  the  claim  of  his 
family  to  the  Auftrian  dominions  in  Italy,  and  began 
to  make  preparations  accordingly.  His  mother,  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  had  formed  a  plan  for  eroding 
thefe  dominions  into  a  monarchy  for  her  fecond  foil 
Don  Philip ;  and  a  body  of  fifteen  thoufand  men 
being  embarked  at -Barcelona,  were  tranfported  ,to 
Orbitello,  under  the  convoy  of  the  united  fquadrons 
of  France  and  Spain.  While  Admiral  Haddock, 
with  twelve  fhips  of  the -line,  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
bay  of  Gibraltar,  the  Spanifh  fleet  pafled  the  ftraits 
in  the  night,  and  was  joined  by  the  French  fqua- 
dron  from  Toulon.  The  Brittfh  Admiral  failing  from 
Gibraltar,  fell  in  with  them  in  a  few  days,  and 
found  both  fquadrons  drawn  up  in  line  of  batde.  As 
he  bore  down  upon  the  Spaniih  fleet,  the  French 
Admiral  fent  a  nag  of  truce,  •  to  inform  him  that 
a  the  French  and  Spaniards  were  engaged  in  a.  joint- 
expedition,   he  fliQuld  be  obliged  to  aft.  in  concert 

with 
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^90  jLwith  his  matter's  allies.    Thi$.interpofitfcn  prevented 
.^^,an  i58gagement.    The  combined  fleets  amounting  to 
"^^T^ouble  the  number  of  the  Englifh  fquadron,  Ad- 
miral Haddock  was  obliged  to  defift;  and  proceeded 
to  Port,  Mahon,   leaving  the  enemy  to  profecute 
tfceuv. voyage  without  moleftation.     The  people  of 
England  were  incenfed  at  this  tranfa&ion,   and  did 
pt  ftrup}e  ;tQ  a$nn>  that  the  hands  of  the  Britifh 
fdmiraiwere  tied  up  by  the  neutrality  of  Han- 
over,*-,  ..,  . 

$  XV.  Thp  Court. of  Madrid  feemed  to  have 
ihakeQ  off  that '  ii^iolence  and  phlegm  which  had 
formerly  difgraced  the.  councils  of  Spain.  They 
no  foaner  learned  the  deftination  of  Commodore 
Anfop5  y4xo  had  fcil$d  from  Spithead  in  the  courfe 
of  the  preceding  yeax, .  than  they  fent  Don  Pizzaro, 
with,  a  more  powerfijl  fquardon,  upon  the  fame  voy- 
age, to.  defeat  hi$  dtefign.  He  accordingly  ileered 
the  fame  courfe,  and  a&ually  fell  in  with  one  or  two 
ihips.of  the  Britifh  armament,  near  the  ftraits  of 
Magellan ;  but  he  could  not  weather  a  long  and 
furious  tpmpeft,  through  which  M?« ., Anfon  pro- 
ceeded into  the  South  Sea.  One  of  the  SpanHh 
fhips  perifhed  at  fea :  another  was  wrecked  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil :  and  Pizzaro  bore  away  for  the  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  where  he  axrived  with  the  three  remain- 
ing fhipSj  in  a  fluttered  condition,  after  having  loft 

*  In  the  month  of  July  two  (hips  of  Haddock's  fquadron  falling 
in  with  three  French  /hips  of  war,  Captain  Barnet,  {he  Englilh 
Comniodore,  fuppoGng  them  to  be  Spanifh  regifter  (hi pi,  fired  a  ffaor, 
in  order  to  bring  them  to  r  and  they  refuting  10  comply  with  this 
iignal,  a  ibarp  engagement  enfued }  after  they  had  fought  feveral 
hours,  the  French  commander  ceafed  firing,  and '  thought  proper  to 
come  to  an  explanation,  when  he  and  Barnet  parted  with  mutual 
apologies* 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  a  dangerous  confpiracy  was  difqovered 
at  New  York,  in  North  America.  One  Hewfon,  a  low  publican, 
bad  engaged  feveral  Negroes  in  a  defign  to  deftroy  the  town,  and 
maflacre  the  people.  Fire  was  fet  to  federal  parts  of  the  city ;  nine 
or  ten  negroes  were  apprehended,  conviAed,  and  burned  alitc. 
Hewibn,  with  his  wife,  and  a  fei  vant-maid  privy  to  the  plot,  were 
found  guilty  and  hanged,  though  they  died  protcfting  their  in- 
nocence. 

twelve 


GEORGE    II.  71 

twelve  hundred  men  by  iicknefs  and  famine.  #  Thee  HA  P. 
Spaniards  exerted  the  fame  vigilance  and  a&ivity  in^"^ 
Europe.  Their  privateers  were  fo  induftrious  and  ,741. 
fucceisful,  that  in  the  beginning  of  this  year  they 
had  taken,  iince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  four 
hundred  and  feven  fhips  belonging  to  the  fubje&s  of 
Grfcat-Britain,  valued  at  near  four  millions  of 
piaitres.  The  traders  had,  therefore,  too  much 
caufe  to 'complain,  confidering  the  formidable  fleets 
which  were  maintained  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce. In  the  coiirfe  of  thefummer,  Sir  John 
Norris  had  twice  failed  towards  the  coaft  of  Spain, 
at  the  head  of  a  powerful  fquadron,  without  taking 
any  effectual  ftep  for  annoying  the  enemy,  as  if  the 
fole  intention  of  the  miniftry  had  been  to  expofe  the 
nation  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  its  enemies  I 
The  inactivity  of  the  Biitifh  arms  appears  the  more 
inexcufable,  when  we  Confider  the  great  armament^ 
which  had  been  prepared.  The  land-forces  of 
Great-Britain,  exclufive  of  the  Dartifh  and  Heffian 
auxiliaries,  amounted  to  fixty  thoufand  men;  and 
the  fleet  confifted  of  above  one  hundred  fhips  of  war, 
manned  by  fifty-four  thoufand  failors. 

§  XVI.  The  general  difcontent  of  the  people  had 
a  manifeft  influence  upon  the  ele6lion  of  members 
for  the  new  Parliament,  which  produced  one  of  the 
moft  violent  contefts  between  the"  two  parties,  which 
had  happened  iince  the  Revolution.  All  the  ad- 
herents of  the  Prince  of  Wales  concurred  with  the 
country  party,  in  oppofition  to  the  minifter;  and 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  exerted  himfelf  >fo  fuccefsfully 
among  the  (hires  and  boroughs  of  Scomnd,  that  the 
partifans  of  the  miniftry  could  not  fecure  fix  mem- 
bets  out  of  the  whole  number  returned  from  North- 
Britain.  They  were,  however, '  much  more  fortu- 
nate in  the  eledtion  of  the  iixteen  Peers,  who  were 
chofen  literally  according  to  the  lift  transmitted  from 
court.  Inftrudtions  were  delivered  by  the  confti- 
tuents  to  a  great  number  of  members  returned  for 
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K  cities,  and  counties,  exhorting  and  requiring  them  to 
oppofe  a  (landing  army  in  time  of  peace :  to  vote  for 
1741.  ™c  mitigation  of  excife  laws,  for-  the  repeal  of  fep- 
tennial  Parliaments  ;  and  for  the  limitation  of  place- 
men in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  They,  likewife, 
infilled  upon  their  examining  into,  the  particulars  of 
the  publick  expence,  and  endeavouring  to  redreis 
the  grievances  of  the  nation,  Obftinate  ftruggles 
were  maintained  in  all  parts  of  the  united  kingdoms 
with  uncommon  ardour  and  perfeverance ;  and  fuch 
a  national  fpirit  of  oppofition  prevailed,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  whole  weight  of  miniileridl  influ- 
ence, the  contrary  intereft  feemed  to  preponderate  in 
the  new  Parliament. 

.  §  XVII.  The  King  returned  to  England  in  the 
month  of  October ;  and  on  the  firft  day  of  Decem- 
ber the  feflion  was  opened.  Mr.  Onflow  being  re* 
chofen  fpeaker  was  approved  of  by  his  Majefty,  who 
fpoke  in  the  ufual  ftile  to  both  Houfes.  •  He  ob- 
ierved,  that  the  forper  Parliament  had  formed  the 
ftrongeft  refolutions  m  favour  of  the  Queen  of  Hun* 
gary,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  pragrnatick  fane- 
tion  ;  for  the  prefervation  of  the  balance  of  power, 
and*  the  peace  and  liberties  of  Europe ;  and  that  if 
the  other  powers  which  were  under  the  like  engage- 
ments with  him  had  anfwered  the  juft  expectations 
fo  folemnly  given,  the  fupport  of  .the  common  caufe 
would  have  been  attended  with  lefc  difficulty.  He 
laid,  he  had  endeavoured,  by  the  moil  proper  and 
early  applications,  to  induce  other  powers  that  were 
united  with  him  by  the  ties  of  common  intereft  to 
concert  fuch  meafures  as  fo  important  and  critical 
a  conjuncture  required:  that  wnere  an  accommo- 
dation feemed  neceflary,  he  had  laboured  to  recon- 
cile Princes  whofe  union  would  have  been  the  moft 
effectual  means  to  prevent  the  mifchiefs  which  had 
happened,  and  the  beft  fecurity  for  the  intereft  and 
fafety  of  the  whole.  He  owned  his  endeavours  had 
not  hitherto  produced  the  defired  effe6t :  though  he 

was 
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was  not  without  hope,  that  a  juft  fenfe  of  approach-  chap. 
ing  danger  would  give  a  mare  favourable  turn  to  the  VII« 
councils  of  other  nations.  He  reprefented  the  ne-^-^^ 
ceffity  of  putting  the  kingdom  in  fuch  a  pofture  of 
defence  as  would  enable  him  to  improve  all  oppor- 
tunities of  maintaining  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and 
defeat  any  attempts  that  ihould  be  made  againft  him 
and  his  dominions;  and  he  recommended  unani- 
mity, vigour,  and  difpatch.  The  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons having  appointed  their  ftvet&l  committees,  the 
Speaker  reported  the  King's  fpeech ;  and  Mr. 
Herbert  moved  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  including 
an  approbation  of  the  means  by  which  the  war  had 
been  profecuted.  The  motion  being  fecoftded  by 
Mr.  Trevor,  Lord  Noel  Somerfet  flood  up  and 
moved,  that  the  Houfe  would  in  their  addrefs  de- 
fire  his  Majefty  not  to  engage  thefe  kingdoms  in  a 
war  for  the  prefervation  of  hit  foreign  dominions* 
He  was  fupported  by  that  incorruptible  patriot, 
Mr.  Shippen,  who  declared  he  was  neither  afhamed 
nor  afraid  to  affirm,  that  thirty  years  had  made  no 
change  in  any  of  his  political  opinions.  He  faid  he 
was  grown  old  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  that  time 
had  verified  the  predictions  he  had  formerly  uttered; 
and  that  he  had  feen  his  conjectures  ripened  into 
knowledge.  "  If  my  country  (added  he)  has  been 
u  fo  unfortunate  as  once  more  to  commit  her  inte- 
"  reft  to  men  who  propofe  to  thertifeives  no  ad  van* 
"  tage  from  their  truft  but  that  of  felling  it,  I  may, 
u  perhaps,  fall  once  more  under  cenfure  for  de*. 
"  claring  my  opinion,  and  be  once  more  treated  as 
"  a  criminal,  for  averting  what  they  who  punifh  me 
"  cannot  deny ;  for  maintaining  that  Hanoverian 
"  maxims  are  inconfiftent  with  the  happinefs  of  this 
*  nation ;  and  for  preferving  the  caution  fo  ftrongly 
"  inculcated  by  thofe  patriots  who  framed  the  A6t 
"  of  Settlement;  and  conferred  upon  the  prefent 
"  Royal  Family  their  title  to  the  throne."  He  par- 
ticularized the  inftances  in  which  the  mini  (try  had 
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Ka&ed  in  diametrical  oppofition  to  that  neceflary 
conftitution;  and  he  infilled  on  the  necefiity  of 
^t^iT^  taking  fome  ftep  to  remove  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
people,  who  began  to  think  themlelves  in  danger  of 
heing  facrificed  to  the  fecurity  of  foreign  dominions. 
Mi:.  Gibbon,  whofpoke  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 
qiieftiod,  expatiated  upon  the  abfurdity  of  returning 
thanks  for  the  profecution  of  a  war  .which  had  been 
egregioufly  mismanaged,  «  What  I  (faid  he)  sure 
"  our.  thanks  to,  be  folemnly  returned  for  defeats, 
"  difgrace,  and  lofies,  the  ruin  of  our  merchants, 
"  the  imprifonmeht  of  our  fkilon,  idle  (hows  of  ar- 
"  maments,  and  ufelefs  expences  in  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  having  made  a  fhort  fpeech  in  defence  of 
the  tirft  motion  for  an  addrefs,  was  anfwered  by 
Mr.  Pulteney,  who  feemed  to  be  animated  with  a 
double  proportion  of  patriot  indignation.  He  af- 
fertcd,  that  from  at  review  of  that  Minifter's  condtuSi 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  difpute  with  Spain,  it 
would  appear  that  he  had  been  guilty  not  only  of 
fingle  errors,  but  of  deliberate  treachery:  that* he 
had  always  co-operated  with  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  and  facrificed  to  his  private  intereft  the 
happinefs  and  honour  of  the  Britifh  nation.  He 
then  entered  into  a  detail  of  that  conduct  againft 
which  he  had  fo  often  declaimed;  and  being  trans- 
ported by  an  over-heated  imagination,  acculed  him 
of  perfonal  attachment  and  afic&ion  to  the  enemies 
of  the  kingdom.  A  charge  that  was  doubtkfs  the 
refult  of  exaggerated  animoiity,  and  ferved  only  to 
invalidate  the  other  articles  of  imputation  that  were 
much  better  founded.  His  objections  were  over- 
ruled; and  the  addrefs,  as  at  tirll-  propofed,  was 
prefented  to  his  Majefty. 

§  XVIII.  This  fraall  advantage,  however,  the 
Minilter  did  not  confider  as  a  proof  of  his  having 
afcertained  an  undoubted  majority  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  There  was  a  great  number  of  difputed 
elections ;  and  the  ^ifcufiion  of  thefe  was  the  point 
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on  which  the  people  had  turned  their  eyes,  as  thee  ha  p. 
criterion  of  the  Minister's  power  and  credit.  In  the  v^. 
firft  which  was  heard  at  tne  bar  of  the  Houfe,  he* 
carried  his  point  by  a  majority  of  fix  only ;  and  this 
he  looked  upon  as.  a  defeat  rather  than  a  vi&ory. 
His  enemies  exulted. in  their  ftrength  ;  as  they  knew 
they  fhould  be  joined,  in  matters  of  importance,  by 
feveral  members  who  voted  againft  tnem  on  this 
occafion.  The  inconiiderable  majority  that  appearaj. 
on  the. fide  of  the  adminiftratioh  plainly,  proved  that 
the  influence  of  the  Minifter  was  greatly  diminifhed, 
and  feemed  >to  prognoilicate  his  further  decline: 
This  confideration  induced  fome  individuals  to  deT 
clare  againft  him  as  a  fetting  fun,  '  from  whofe 
beams  they  could. expeA  no  further  warmth.  His 
adherents  began  to  tremble ;  and  he  himfelf  had  oc- 
cafion for  all  his  art  and  equanimity.  The  court- 
intereft  was  not  fufficiant  to  fupport  the  ele&ion-  of 
their  own  members  for  'Weftminfter*  The  high- 
bailiff  had  been  guUty  of  fome  illegal  practices  at 
the  poll ;  and  three  juftices  of  the  peace  had,  on 
pretence  of  preventing  riots,  fent  for  a.  military  force 
to  over-awe  the  eledtion.  A  petition  prefented  by 
the  ele&ors  of  Weftminfter  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  by  the  Houfe;  and  the  election  was  de- 
clared vpid  by  a  majority  of  four  voices.  The  high- 
bailiff  was  taken  into  cuftody  :  the  officer  who  or- 
dered the  foldiers  to  march,  and  the  three  juftices 
who  figned  the  letter,  in  confeqnence  of  which  he 
a&ed,  were  reprimanded  on  their  knees  at  the  bar  o£ 
the  Houfe. 

§  XIX.  The  country-party  maintained  the  ad- 
vantage they  had  gained  in  deciding  upon  feveral 
other  controverted  ele&ions ;  and  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  tottered  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  He  knew  that 
the  majority  of  a  fingle  vote  would  at  any  time 
comioit  him  prifoner  to  the  Tower,  ihould  ever  the 
motion  be  made ;  and  he  faw  that  his  fafety  could 
beeffedted  bynQ  other  expedient  but  that  of  di- 

yiding 


76  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

BOO  Kviding  the  oppofition.    Towards  the  accompUfh- 
Ir-     ment  of  this  purpofe  he  employed  all  his  credit  and 

X^^J dexterity.     His  emifiaries  did  not  fail   to  tamper 
with  thofe  members  of  the  oppofite  party  who  were 
the  moft  likely  to  be  converted  by  their  arguments. 
A  mefiage  was  ftnt  by  the  Bifhfcp  of  Oxford  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,    importing,   That  if   his  Royal 
Highnefs  would  write  a  letter  of  condefcenfion  to 
the  King,  he  and  all  his  counfellors  fhould  be  taken 
into  favour ;  that  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fhould  be 
added  to  his  revenue ;  four  times  that  fum  be  dif- 
buried  immediately  for  the  payment  of  his  debts ; 
and  fuitable  provilion  be  made  in  due  time  for  all 
his  followers.    The  Prince  declined  this  propofaL 
He  declared  that  he  would  accept  no  filch  condi- 
tions, while  Sir  Robert  Walpole  continued  to  dire& 
the  publick  affairs :  that  he  looked  upon  him  as  a 
bar  between  his  Majefty  and  the  aftaftions  of  his 
people;   as  the  author  of  the  national  grievances 
both  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  as  the  fole  caufe  of 
that  contempt  which  Great-Britain  had  incurred  in 
all  the  court*  of  Europe.    His  Royal  Highrttfe  was 
now  chief  of  this  formidable  party,  revered  by  the 
whole  nation — a  party  which  had  gained  the  afcen- 
dancy  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  which  profeffed 
to  aft  upon  the  principles  of  publick  virtue  j  which 
demanded  the  fall  of  an  odious  Minifter,  as  a  facri~ 
fice  due  to  an  injured  people ;  and  declared  that  no 
temptation  could  {hake  their  virtue ;   that  no  art 
could  diflblve  the  cement  by  which  they  were  united. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  though  repulfed  in  his  attempt 
upon  the  Prince  of  Wales,  was  more  fuccefsful  in 
his  other  endeavours.    He  refolved  to  try  his  ftrength 
once  more  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  another 
difputed  eledion ;  and  had  the  mortification  to  fee 
the  majority  augmented  to  fixteen  voices.     He  de- 
clared he  would  never  more  fit  in  that  Houfe  ;  and 
next  day,  which  was  the  third  of  February,  the  King 
adjourned  both  Houfes  pf  Parliament  to  the  eigh- 
3  teenth 
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teenth  day  of  the  fame  month.     In  this  interim  Sire  H  a  p. 
Robert  Walpole  was  created  Earl  of  Orford,    and     va- 
refigoed  all  his  employments.  I74I. 

ft  XX.  At  no  time  of  his  life  did  he  acquit  him* 
felt  with  fuch  prudential  policy  as  he  now  difplayed. 
He  found  means  to  feparate  the  parts  that  compofed 
the  opposition,  and  to  transfer  the  popular  odium  •  * 
from  himfelf  to  thofe  who  had  profefled  themfelves 
his  keeneft  adverfaries.  The  country-party  confiiied 
of  the  Tories,  reinforced  by  difcontented  Whigs, 
who  had  either  been  difappointed  in  their  own  ambi- 
tious views,  or  felt  for  the  diflrefles  of  their  country, 
occafioned  by  a  weak  and  worthlefs  administration. 
The  old.  patriots,  and  the  Whigs  whom  they  had 
joined,  a£ted  upon  very  different,  and,  indeed,  upon 
oppofite  principles  of  government ;  and,  therefore, 
they  were  united  only  by  the  ties  of  convenience.' 
A  coalition  was  projected  between  the  difcontented 
Whigs  and  thofe  of  the  fame  denomination  who 
a&ed  in  the  miniftry.  Some  were  gratified  with 
titles  and  offices ;  and  all  were  affured,  that  in  the 
management  of  affairs  a  new  fyftem  would  be  adopt- 
ed, according  to  the  plan  they  themfelves  fhould 
propofe.  The  Court  required  nothing  of  them,  but 
that  the  Earl  of  Orford  (hould  efcape  with  impunity. 
His  place  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  be- 
llowed upon  Mr.  Sandys,  who  was  likewife  appoint- 
ed a  Lord  of  theTreafury  :  and  the  Earl  of  Wilming- 
ton fucceeded  him  as  firft  Commiffioner  of  that 
Board,  Lord  Harrington  being  dignified  with  the 
tide  of  Earl,  was  declared  Prefident  of  the  Council ; 
and  in  his  room  Lord  Carteret  became  Secretary  of 
State.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  was  made  Matter- 
general  of  the  Ordnance,  Colonel  of  his  Majeily'a 
Royal  regiment  of  Horfe-guards,  Field-marfhal  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  forces  in  South-Bri- 
tain ;  but,  finding  himfelf  difappointed  in  his  ex- 
pectations of  the  coalition,  he,  in  lefs  than  a  month, 
renounced  all  thefe  employments.      The  Marquis- 
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Kof  Tweedale  was  appointed  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland,  a  poft  which  had  been  long  fupprefled: 
Mr.  Pulteney  was  fworn  of  the  Privy- Council,  and 
afterwards  created  Earl  of  Bath.    The  Earl  of  Win- 
chelfea  and  Nottingham  was  preferred  to  the  head 
of  the  Admiralty,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Charles  Wager ; 
and,  after  the  refignation  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 
the  Earl  of  Stair  was  appointed  Field-marfhal  of  all 
his  Majefty's  forces,  as  well  as  Ambafiador-extraor- 
dinary  to  the  States-General.     On  the  feventeenth 
day  of  February  the  Prince  of  Wales,  attended  by  a 
pumerous  retinue  of  his  adherents,   waited  on   his 
Majefty,  who  received  him  gracioufly,  and  ordered 
his  guards  to  be  reflored.    Lord  Carteret  and  Mr. 
Sandys  were  the  firft  who  embraced  the  offers  of  the 
Court,  without  the  confent  or  privity  of  any  other 
leaders  in  the  oppofition,  except  that  of  Mr.  Pulte- 
ney ;  but  they  declared  to  their  friends,  they  would 
ftill  proceed  upon  patriot  principles  :  that  they  would 
concur  in  promoting  an  inquiry  into  pail  meafures; 
and  in  ena&ing  necefiary  laws  to  fecure  the  confti- 
tution  from  the  pra&ices  of  corruption.    Thefe  pro- 
feffions  were  believed,  not  only  by  their  old  coadju- 
tors in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  alfo  by  the  na- 
tion in  general.      The  reconciliation  between  the 
King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  together  with  the 
change  in  the  miniflry,  were  celebrated  with  publick 
rejoicings  all  over  the  kingdom  ;  and  immediately 
after  the  adjournment  nothing  but  concord  appeared 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

§  XXL  But  this  harmony  was  of  fhort  duration. 
It  foon  appeared,  that  thofe  who  had  declaimed  the 
loudefl  for  the  liberties  of  their  country  had  been 
a&uated  folely  by  the  moft  fordid,  and  even  the  moll 
ridiculous  motives  of  felf-intereft.  Jealoufy  and  mu- 
tual diftruft  enfued  between  them  and  their  former 
confederates.  The  nation  complained,  that,  inftead 
of  a  total  change  of  men  and  meafures,  they  faw 
the  old  miniflry  ftrengthened  by  this  coalition ;  and 
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the  fame  interefi  in  Parliament  predominating  withe  HAP. 
redoubled  influence.     They  branded  the   new  con-     VIL 
verts  as  apoftates  and  betrayers  of  their  country ;  K^^J 
and  in  the  tnuifports  of  their  indignation,  they  en- 
tirely overlooked  the  old  obje<ft  of  their  refentment. 
That  a  nobleman  of  pliant  principles,  narrow  for- 
tune, and  unbounded  ambition,   fhould  forfake  his 
party  for  the  blandifhments  of  affluence,  power,  and 
authority,    will   not  appear    ftrange  to  any  perfon 
acquainted  with  the  human  heart;  but  the  fenfible 
part  of  mankind  will  always  reflect  with  amazement 
upon  the  conduit  of  a  man,  who  feeing  himfelf  ido- 
lized by  his  fellow-citizens,  as  the  firit  and  firmed 
patriot  in  the  kingdom,  as  one  of  the  mod  finning 
ornaments  of  his  country,  could  give  up  all  his  po- 
pularity, and  incur  the  contempt  or  deteftation  of 
mankind,  for  the  wretched  confideration  of  an  empty 
title,  without  office,  influence,  or  the  leail  fubftan- 
tial  appendage.     One  cannot,    without  an  emotion 
of  grief,  contemplate  fuch  an  inflance  of  infatua- 
tion— One  cannot  but  lament,  that  fuch  glory  fhould 
have  been  fo  weakly  forfeited  :    that  fuch  talents 
fhould  have  been  loft  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  vir- 
tue. '  Doubtlefs  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hope 
of  one  day  dire&ing  the  councils  of  his  Sovereign  ; 
but  this  was  never  accomplifhed,  and  he  remained  a 
folkary  monument  of  blafted  ambition.    Before  the 
change  in  the  miniitry,  Mr.  Pulteney  moved  that 
the  feveral  papers  relating  to   the  conduct  of   the 
war,  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe,-  fhould 
be  referred  to  a  fele6l  committee,  who  fhould  exa- 
mine ftrj6Uy  into  the  particulars,  and  make  a  report 
to  the  Houfe  of  their  remarks,  and  objections.     The 
motion  introduced  a  debate ;  but,  upon  a  divifion, 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  three  voices.     Peti- 
tions having  been  prefented  by  the   merchants  of 
London,  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Glafgow,  and  almofl  all 
the  trading  towns  in  tne  kingdom,  complaining  of 
the  lofles  they  had  fuftained  by  the  bad  condudl  of 
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boo  kthe  war,  the  Houfe  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  committee, 
•     J^to  deliberate  on  thefe  remonftrances.    The  articles 
1741.    of  the  London  petition  were  explained  by  Mr.  Glo- 
ver, an  eminent  merchant  of  that  city.     Six  days 
were  fpent  in  perufing  gapers  and  examining  wit- 
nefles  :  'then  the  fame  gentleman  fummed  up  the 
evidence,  and  in  a  pathetick  fpeech  endeavoured  to 
demonftratt,   that  the  commerce  of   Great-Britain 
had  been  expofed  to  the  infults  and  rapine  of  the 
Spaniards,    not  by  inattention  or  accident,  but  by 
ene  uniform  and  continued  defign.      This  inquiry 
being  refumed  after  the  adjournment,  copies  of  in- 
ftru&ions  to  Admirals  and  Captains  of  cruifing  fhips 
were  laid  before  the  Houfe ":  the  Commons  palled 
feveral  refolutions,  upon  which  a  bill  was  prepared 
for  the  better  prote&ing  and  fecuring  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  the  kingdom.     It  made  its  way  through 
the  Lower  Houfe ;  but  was  thrown  out  by  the  Lords. 
The  penfion-bill  was  revived,   and  fent  up  to  the 
Peers,  where  it  was  again  reje6ted,    Lord  Carteret 
voting  againft  that  very  meafure  which  he  had  fo 
lately  endeavoured  to  promote.    On  the  ninth  day 
of  March,  Lord  Limerick  made  a  motion  for  ap- 
-    pointing  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduft  of 
affairs  for  the  laft  twenty  years  :  he  was  feconded  by 
Sir  John  St.  Aubyn,  and  fupported  by  Mr.  Velters 
Cornwall,  Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  Lord  Per- 
cival,  the  new  member  for  Weftminfter,  who  had 
already  fignalized  himfelf  by  his  eloquence  and  ca- 
pacity.   The  motion  was  oppofed   by  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  Mr.  Pelham,    and  Mr.  Henry  Fox,   Sur- 
veyor-General to  his  Majefty's  Works,  and  brother 
to  Lord  Ilchefter.    Though  .the  oppofition  was  feint 
and  frivolous,  the  propofal  was  rejedted  by  a  majo- 
rity of  two  voices.     Lord  Limerick,    not  yet  dif- 
An.  i74».couraged,  made  amotion,  on  the  twenty-third  day 
of  March,  for  an  inquiry  into  the,  condud  of  Robert 
Earl  of  Orford  for  the  laft  ten  years  of  his  admi- 
niftration  ;  and,  after  a  (harp  debate,  it  was  carried  in 
•   -  •  the 
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the  affirmative.    The  Houfe  refolved  tochoofe'aCHAP. 
fecret  committee  by  ballot;  and  in  the  mean  rime  ^J^^, 
prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  King, '  afiuring  him  of    1741. 
their  fidelity,  zeal,  and  affedtion. 

§  XXII.  Sir  Robert  Godfchall  having  moved  for. 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  a&  for  fepten- 
nial  Parliaments,  he  was  fecondedby  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard; but  warmly  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and 
Mr.  Sandys ;  and  the  queftion  pafied  in  the  nega-% 
tive.    The  committee  of  fecrecy  being  chofen,  be- 
gan to  examine  evidence,  and  Mr.  Paxton,  Sollicitor. 
to  the  Treafury,  refilling  to  anfwer  fuch  queftions  as 
were  put  to  him,  Lord  Limerick,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  complained  to  the  Houfe  of  his  qbfti- 
nacy.    He  was  firft  taken  into  cuftody ;  and  ftiil' 
perfifting  in  his  refiifal,    committed    to  Newgate/ 
Then  his  Lordfhip  moved,    that  leave  (hould   be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  indemnifying  evidence 
againft  the  Earl  of  Orford ;  and  it  was  actually  pre- 
pared by  a  decilion  of  the  majority.     In  the  Houfe" 
of  Lords  it  was  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  Lord  Carteret, 
and  as  ftrenuoufly  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Argyle  ; 
but  fell  upon  a  divinon,  by  the  weight  of  fuperior 
numbers.     Thofe  members  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons who  heartily  wifhed  that  the  inquiry  might  be 
profecuted  were  extremely  incenfed   at  the  fate  of 
this  bill.     A  committee  was  appointed  to  fearch  the 
Journals  of  the  Lords  for  precedents :  their  report 
being  read,  Lord  Strange,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
moved  for  a  refolutiofl,  "  That  the  Lords  refuting  to 
concur  with  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain,  in  an 
indemnification  necefiary  to  the  effe6hial  carrying  on 
the  inquiry,    now  depending  in  parliament,    is  an 
obftru&ion   to  juflice,  and  may  prove  fatal  to  the 
liberties  of  this  nation." — This  motion,  which  was 
feconded  by  Lord  Quarrendon,  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Litchfield,    gave  rife  to  a  warm  debate ;  and  Mr. 
Sandys  declaimed  againft  it,  as   a  ftep  that  would 
bring  on   an  immediate  diflblutidn  of   the  prefept 
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B  ooKfcrm.of.gpvcmrhent.  1^  is  really  amazing  to  fe# 
^J^#  wit)*  wh^t^dRonteryfome  men  can  (Jiift  their  mafc- 
174a.  *nis>  and  .openly  contradi&  the  whole  tenor  of  theif 
former  condu£l.  Mr*.  Saridys  did  not  p$fs  uncen-f 
furedV.  he  fuftained  fome  fevere  farcafms  on  his 
apoftacy,  from  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  who  refuted 
all  his  pbjediioris :  nevertheless,  the  motion  palled 
in  tl\e  negative.  Notwithftanding  this  great  obftruo 
tion,  purpofely  thrown  in  the  way  of  fhe  inquiry, 
the  fecref  Committee  difcovered  many  flagrant  in- 
stances of  .(jaud  and  corruption  in  which  the  Earl  of 
Orford* >. %a& 'been  concerned.  It  appeared,  that  he 
had  grantedfraudulent  contracts  for  paying  the  troops 
in  the  We(l-lhdae$ : .  that  he  had  employed  iniauitous 
arts^  to  affluence  ele6lions :.  that  for  fecret-iervicc, 
during  the  laff  ten. yearSj  he  had  touched  one  million 
four  hundreds  fifty-three  .  thoufand  four  "hundred 
pounds  of  pu.bjick  money :  that  above  fifty  thou- 
fand pounds  of  .this  fum  had  been  paid  to  authors 
^and  printers  of  newfpapers  and  political  tradts  writ- 
ten in  defence  of  the  miniftry :  that  on  th6  very*  day 
which  .preceded,  his  refignation,  he'had  figned  -ofders 
on  the  civil-lifr  revenues  for  above  thirty  thoufand, 
pounds,;,  but  as^the  calh  remaining  in  the  Exchequer 
did  not  m\ich  %  exceed  fourteen  thoufind  ji6unds,  Ire 
had  rai(e3"  th^jremaining  part  of  the  thirty.th'oufand, 
by  pawning  ^he„  orders  to  a  banker.  *  1  he  commit- 
tee proceeded  to 'make  further  progrefs  ift  their  fcru- 
tiny,  Aod.Tud^linoit.  prepared,  a  third  report,  when 
they.^c^^ixit^irupted  by  the  prorogation  of  parlia- 
ment". :;  ~rr.~;  *•....,       .  '/I      .  • 

^XXIII.'.TbQ  miniftry  finding  it  was  neccfTairy 
t©  take  ioipe  ilee  for  "i'onaliating  the'  attention  of  the 
people,,  .gave  .way  to  itull  for  eluding  certain  offi- 
cer* froni'  feats  .in  tlic  Ilbufe^pf  Comfirons/'Thcy 
.pafled  j&nptfier  fot  encouraging- the  linen  manilfafture ; 
jl  thtfcTVior.  regulating 'the  trade  of  the  plantations; 
land  a.foqrth  :to  preYent  "the  marriage  tff  lunaticks. 
They"  voted  forty  thoufand  feamen,  and  fitfty-ttfe 
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$odand  five  hundred  landmen  for  the  fervicc  ofth^CiLA  j^ 
current  year.  They  proved  for  tfceVfibli($er to*/J%^ 
Denmark  and  Hefle-Calfel,  and  voted  £ve  hundred  ^^ 
thoufand  pounds  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  The  V 
cxpence  of  the  year  amounted  to  near  fix  millions, 
raifed  by  the  land-tax  at  four  fhillings  in  the  pound,' 
by  the  malt -tax,  by  one  million '  from  the  finking- 
fund,  by  annuities  granted  upon  it  for  eight  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  and  a  loan  of  one  million  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  from  the  Bank.  In  the 
month  of  July,  John  Lord  Gower  was  appointed 
Keeper  of  his  Majefty's  Privv-feal :  Allen  Lord  Ba? 
thurft  was*  made  Captain  of  the  Band  of  Penfioners  j 
and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month,  Mr.  Pulteney 
took  his  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  as  Earl  of  Bath. 
The  King  clofed  the  feffibn  in  the  ufual  way/  after 
having  given  them  to  underftand,  that  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  concluded  between  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary and  the  King  of  Pruffia,  undernis. mediation  f 
and  that  the  late  fuccefles  of  Aufirian  arms  were 
in  a  great  meafure  owinjj  to  the  generous  afliftancC 
afforded  by  the  Britiih  nation. 

$  XXIV.  By  this  time  great  changes  had  hap- 
pened in  the  affairs  of  the  Continent.  The  Elector 
of  Bavaria  was  chofen  Emperor  of  Germany  at 
Franckfort  on  the  Maine,  and  crowned  by  the 
name  of  Charles  VII.  on  the  twelfth  day  of  February; 
Thither  the  Imperial  diet  was  removed  from  Ra-| 
tifbon  :  they  confirmed  "his  eleftion,  and  indulged 
him  with  a  fubfidy  of  fifty  Roman  months,  amount* 
mg  to  about  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Auftrian  General,  Kheven- 
huller,  ravaged  his  eledlorate,  and  made  hipifelf 
mafter  of  Munich,  the  capital  of  Bavaria :  he  like^ 
wife  laid  part  of  the  Palatinate  under  contribution, 
in  refentment  for  that  Ele&or's  having  fent  a  body 
of  his  troops  to  leinforce  the  Imperial  army.  In 
March,  Coun  Saxe,  with  a  detachment  of  FVenclj. 
and  Bavarians,    reduced  Egra;    and  the  ^uftriani 
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BOOKwere  obliged  to  evacuate  Bavaria,  though  they 
^J]^^ afterwards  returned.  Khevenhulier  took  port  in  the 
*74*.  neighbourhood  of  Paflau,  and  detached  General 
Bemclau  to  Dinglefing  on  the  Ifer,  to  obferve  the 
motions  of  the  enemy,  who  were  now  become  ex- 
tremely formidable.  In  May,  a  detachment  of 
JVench  and  Bavarians  advanced  to  the  cafile  of  Hil- 
kerfbergh  on  the  Danube,  with  a  view  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  a  bridge  over  the  river :  the  Auftrian 
garrifon  immediately  marched  out  to  give  them 
batde,  and  a  fevere  action  enfued,  in  which  the  Im- 
perialifls  were  defeated. 

$  XXV.  In  the  beginning  of  the*  year  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  had  afiembled  two  confiderable  armies 
in  Moravia  and  Bohemia.  Prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
raine, at  the  head  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  advanced 
againft  the  Saxons  and  Pruffians,  who  thought  pro- 
per to  retire  with  precipitation  from  Moravia,  which 
they  had  invaded.  Then  the  Prince  took  the  route 
to  Bohemia ;  and  Marfhal  Broglio,  who  commanded 
the  French  forces  in  that  country,  muft  have  fallen 
a  facrifice,  had  not  the  King  of  Pruffia  received  4 
ftrong  reinforcement,  and  entered  that  kingdom  be- 
fore his  allies  could  be  attacked.  The  two  armies 
advanced  towards  each  other ;  and  on  the  feven- 
teenth  of  May,  joined  battle  at  Czaflaw,  where  the 
Auftrians  at  firft  gained  a  manifeft  advantage,  and 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  Pruffian  baggage :  then  the 
irregulars  began  to  plunder  fo  eagerly,  that  they 
neglected  every  other  confideration.  The  Pruffian 
infantry  took  this  opportunity  to  rally :  the  batde 
was  renewed,  and,  after  a  very  obftinate  conteft, 
the  vi&ory  was  fnatched  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Auftrians,  who  were  obliged,  to  retire,  with  the  lofs 
of  five  thoufand  men  killed,  and  twelve  hundred 
taken  by  the  enemy.  The  Pruffians  paid  dear  for 
die;  honour  of  remaining  on  the  field  or  Battle  ;  and 
jfrom  the  circumfiances  of  this  adtion  the  King  is 
faid  to  have  conceived  a  difguft  to  the  war.    When 
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the  Auftrians  mjide  fuch  progcqfs  in  the  beginning c  B4& 
of  the  engagement,  he  rode  off  with  great  expedition,  VI1- 
until  he  was  recalled  by  a  meflage  from  his  Gene-  ,742. 
ral,  the  Count  de  Schwerin,  afliiring  .his  Majefty  "•  * 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  a  defeat.  Immediately 
after  thi%  battle,  he  discovered  aq.  inclination  *  to  "ac- 
commodate all  differences  with  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary. The  Earl  of  Hyndford,  Ambaflador  frorq[ 
the  Court  of  Great-Britain, '  who  accompanied,  hjtn 
in  this  campaign,  and  was.VSfted  with  f\ilVpowsrs  by 
her'  Hungarian  VMajefty,  'did  not  fail  .to.  "cultivate 
this  favourable-  iiifpofit ion  :  and.  on  the%  firf^;  clay  of 
June,  .a  treaty. of  peace  between. the  two  powqrs  wa$ 
concluded  at  Brcflau.  The  Queen  ceded  to  his' 
Pruflian  Majefty  the  Upper  and  Lower  Silefia*  witfy 
the  county  of  Glatz  .in  Bohemia \  and. he  £fr|Fg£(J 
himfelf  with  the  payment  of  the  fujn  Iejnt\'by.  tha 
merchants  of  London  to  tlie  lat^  Empero^  \pxu  the 
Silefian  revenues.  . He .  likc^ife  t  engaged ;  to'  obferv^ 
a  ftrift  neutrality  during  tfje.  war,  and  to  withdraw 
his  forces  from  Bohemia  in  £fteen  days  after  the  ra  - 
tification  of  the  treaty,  in  which  were  comprehepdecj 
the  King  of  Great-Britain  Ifteclpr  of  IJanovjer,  ,thc 
Czarina,  the  King  of  Deninar^  ihe  Statf  s-Gejie'ral. 
the  Houfe  of  Wolfenbfttlj^  axicl  the  King  of :J*olan4 
EleSor  of  Saxony,  on  f  erfain  conditions,. which  wer$ 
accepted.  '      ,      .  i  ..  "  .  j, ,  [  f •   T 

§  XXVI,  The  King  of  l^fuffi^  Recalled  his  troops; 
while  Marefcjial ,  $rojgliq»  r.whp  ^ojrimirided  *t{ie 
French  auxiliaries. in  that  kingdom,  and  thVjCquflt 
de  Belleifle,  ab^njlQn<?d  \nc\\  magazines  and'frsjg^ 
gage,  and  rehired  with  preciplation  under  the  can- 
non of  Prague,  .  'Jjfhere  mey ,.  en^renche4  *thern{elvc§ 
in  an  advapt^gepys  fitjiatioh  u  and  Prinfce /Charles 
being  joined  By  the  other  body,  of  Anftrians,  lindqr 
Prince  Lotkowitz,  enc^mpeiqji  m  fight  of  fheriij  on 
the  hills  of  Qirinfhitz.,  Jh^  (Jrand  liuke'  pf  .Tuf- 
cany  arrived  in  the  Auftriai)  f  rrrfy^  of  which  he  toolfc 
the  command;.  «id  th^%FiQhch% Generals  offered  to 
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B*  6  p  Kfufrender  Prague.  Egra,  and  all  the  other  places 
sLJ?v^yliiey  poffcfled  ift  Bohemia,  provided  they  mignt  be 
J74L  allowed  to  jnarfch  off  with  their  arms,  artillery,  and 
baggage.:  The  tiropofal  was  rejected,  and  Prague 
invefted  on  41!  fides  about  the  end  of  July.  Though 
Hit  Operations  of  the  liege  were  carried  on  in  ah 
iukwafd  and  floVenly  manner,  the  place  was  fir  effec- 
tually blocked  \tf>y  that  famine  muft  have  compelled 
thtr  French  to  mrrendepat  difcretion,  had  not  very 
ftttfttb* dkiary  efforts  been  made  for  their  relief.  The 
Sto^eror  had;  made  advances  to  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gaty.- Ot  jrtdmifed  that  the  French  fortes  (hould 
ijuit  Bohemia,  *nd  evacuate  the  empire;  and  he 
fcflfered  to^  renounce  all  pretentions  to  the  kingdom 
fef  Bohemia;  on  condition  that  the  Auftrians  would 
Wftbre  ^tVafia :  but  thefe  conditions  were  declined 
b*f:-the-:Gdbft  of 'Vienna.  'The  King  of  France  was 
fkb  feon^r  apprised  if  the  condition  to  which  the 
G*h<*rafo  -Brdglkyj^nd  -Bellrifle  were  reduced,  than 
he  ftkt  ^rdef^  to  Marfhal  Maillebois,  who  com- 
manded  his  «Wy^ on- th^ -Rhine,  to  march  to  their 
fefiefr  KHitftfMpt  tteifc  immediately  put  in  motion  ; 
*rtd  rittctt-  th*y«  reached  Amberg  in:  the  tipper  Pala- 
tini*; >*«*#^oifted  by:the  French : and  Ii^>etiali ft s 
ftdtti  B^Vart^TPtmce  ^Charles-  of  Lorraine,  having 
9e£etoed  Int^Wgenoi^f  thwr  jun6Hon.  and  defign, 
Uft  tighten  tfcoufeudimn  to  maintain  the.  blockade 
«dP*PteeiieruAder  tht  cdmmatod  of  General  Feflititafc 
Wlifl* -he  himfctf,  'with-  4hr  refft  of:  his- aitoy^  ad- 
VZhiM  teifctydon  \M  theiftontiers  of  Bohemia. 
5^cjfe*y  wi^  jdiried  by^Conpt  Khevenhullerr.  who 
fstirb  Bavaria  had  4foH<wednhe  enemy,  now^ctim- 
^ande^by<^Utat'Seckendik^  and  the. CouAt  de 
&ie.  :  SeckfcAdorff,  however;  waslient  back  to  Ba- 
Varia;  wfeU^;MarfKal-^(!aiHebois  entered  Bohemia 
oh  the  t^nty-Gfth  day.  tif : September.  .  But  he 
marched  tfith  fuch  pnjcautkiv  that  *  Prince  Charies 
(could  not  bring  him  to  an  engagement.  Mean- 
while Feftititz,   for  want  of  fufficieni  force,   was 
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fcbiiged  *  to  abandori;  the  JricKJMfle  o£  |*f?g»e-;  *«dc  HAP. 
the  JPreach  General*  hcijjg  jxw  *£tife$ity,.  tpek  P^VJ["^ 
it Lcutniaritz.    MaHtebpi5  ^v^tnced^tefer  **lta-     i74a, 
da$  s:  fcut.dfceing  Ac.  AuflriaAs  ^ofleflild  of  ^all  thft 
pafies\ff  the  piountain^  Ko-maf!ph*d;i)aek^id  fhe 
Palatinate,  ^fld.warfniforaMy  harafled  in  his.  .fctrett 
by¥¥mcc-<Dharles,  \tfipjhad.Jcfta.ftf tog-  body  with 
Prince  "Lobkowitz,  to  watcK  the  motions  of  Belleifla 

%  XXVILThdfe;.€cn«BaU  ^o^rAei^vii 
forroiinded  onfall  hands^T^mrn^d!-t<v:?ra^^:^er^ 
ubrucofimglio  made- his  efcap:  j&rjthf  bafcit  of  •• 
coutier,  and  was  Tent  to  cointhaod^fcrbiHiy  of 
Maft^ebiisfTwho  was  T>y  this  time  difgrac^ck  :F«fl£e 
Lobkowita:,;  Who  now:  *  directed  -  thfr>  bto$k4dti  $f 
Prague,  had  fo  effe&uaHy  cut -off  iU  ww03Wikiarfoi| 
between  that  place  andlthe.-adja&nVcqupttyjritta 
in  a  litrie- timer  the  French  tiw^  .wt^^r^j^e^  £4 
great  extremity^  both'  irdfa thto  jfeyetity.  <tf  xh? « faft> 
fon,  and  the  want  bf  ^YovifibnT  *1  1>he$  Iwe^lflpady 
reduced  to  the  necefltt£v:o£  tatiog^hfttfe  #e(hi  im4 
uncleair  animals ;'  and*  tbey  had  t^^ther;profpe(St 
but  that  of'  perHhing-:  by  rftniiarf  jet\  vi«fif  « wfcft  tfldjf 
Commandbr  formed  th'd  fabeifkd  of  *  fet*ea*,  which 
wasa&uattjrpu*  in  exrfeirfldn.  Having  tek/*fl  fomf 
artful  precaution^  to  decdivd  the  sagtttV):  :hq,  ii*  *b* 
middle  6fc  December;  departed  frdm JV^giifj^at  mtdU 
night,  Wirtt.:ttb6uc  Srtartrcn  thdufeod  jn^,  "tjjiflty 
pieces  of  artillery  ihd  ftteerbf  thdpriw^altitUjfttf 
as  hoflagesfbr  thte:  ftfetsrijofcrnine'  huWlr^d  fc&icft 
whom  hh  haddeftinigat&o^  -Npt^^a^di^tdft 
difficulties  h^muft  hlrd  encdUfttfiga  #ithat'  ff&fo* 
of  the  year;  ihna  frbkfen  dnd.tmfteqmepted  «rogui, 
which  he  <purpdfely.  chofe>  Jbfe  trotrehed  with  fuch 
c^pedttiori,  that  henliid  g4inbdrthfelptft^9  of  tl^p 
fountains,  Before  tie  tara^  idvertifceiit  by*  the ; horfe 
ami  buffers  of  Prince.fLcUcowin^  Thb&tigue  and 
bardfhips  which  the  mifarable'  «foldier$  underwent 
are  inexpEeffible.,-  A  great -manter  perifhed  in  *t» 
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JR  o  o  Kfaow,  and  many  hundreds,  fainting  with  wearinefs, 
^J^coid,  and  hunger,  were  left  to  the  mercy  of   the 
174a.    Auftrian  irregulars,  confifting  of  the  mod  barbarous 
.people  on  the  face  of  the  earth.     The  Count  cfe 
..BcJteifle,   though  tortured  with  .the  hip-gout,    be- 
haved with  fi^rprifing  reiblution  and  activity.      He 
•caufed  hknfclf  to  be  carried  in  a  litter  to  every  place 
where  Jie  thought  his  prefence  wasi  necefiary,    and 
made  fuch  difpofitions,  that  the  purfuers  never  could 
*nake  an  impreffion  upon  the  body  of  his  troops  : 
.fcufc  all  his  artillery,  baggage,  and  even  his  own  equi- 
.1? *ge*  ^eU  lt&°  ^e  hands  of  the  enemy.     On  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  December,  he  arrived  at  Bgra, 
.from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Alface  without   fur- 
|ther  moleftation:  'but,  when .  he,  returned  to  Ver- 
sailles, he  met  with  a  very  cold  reception,  notwith- 
fading  the  gallant  exploit  which  he  had  performed. 
^fter   his   efcape,    Prince  Lobkowitz  returned    to 
Prague,  and  the- final!  garrifon- which  Belleifle  had 
left  in  that  plaqe-  forrendered  upon  honourable  terms ; 
fo  that  this  capital  reverted  to  the  H.oufe  of  Auftria. 

§  XXYII.  .The  King  of  Great-Britain  refblving 
to  make  a  powerful  diverfion  in  the  Netherlands, 
jjad  in  the  month,  of.  April,  ordered  fifteen  .thou- 
sand effe&ive  men  to  be  embarked  for  that  country  : 
but,  as  this  iiep  was  taken  .without  any  previous 
cpftcert  with  the  States-General,  the  Earl  of  Stair, 
defined  to  the  coffipaand^  of-  the  forces  in  Flanders, 
*Y££  in  the  mean  time  appointed.  Ambailador  Extra- 
/ardiflaryand  Plenipotentiary. /ta  their  High  Migbti- 
iiefies,  -in  order  to  perfuade.  them  to  co-operate  vi- 
gorously jn  the  pfcn  which  his  Britannick  Majefty 
had  formed:  a.  plan  by  which  Great-Britain  was 
eengaged  as  a  principal  in  a  foreign  difpute,  and  en- 
tailed upon  herfelf  the  whole;burthen  of  an  espenfive 
war,  big  with  ruia  and  difgrace.  England,,  from 
being  the  umpire, -was  now  become  a  party  in  all 
continental  quarrels ;  and,  inftead  of  trimming  the 
b4lance  of  Europe,   lavifhed  away  her  blood  and 

treafurc 
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treafure  in  fupportbg  the  intereft  an4  aHicairfracH At. 
puny  electorate  ii*  the  north  of   Germany.     The    VIL 
Kipg  of  Praflia  had  been  &t  variance  with  the  JRec-^^^** 
tor  of  Hanover.-    The  duchy  of  Mecklenburgh  was 
the  avowed  fubjedt  of  difpute :  but  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
jefty  is  faid  to  have  had  other  more  provoking  caufcs 
of  complaint,   which,   however,   fete  did  not  think 
proper  to  divulge.    The  King  of  Great-Britain?  found 
it  convenient  to  accommodate  thefe  differences.     In 
the  courfe  of  this  Summer,  the  two  powers  concluded 
a  convention,  in  conference .  pf  which  the  .troops 
of  Hanover  evacuated  Mecklenburgh,   and  three 
regiments  of  Brandenb^gh  tc^kj  poiieilion  of  thofe 
bailiwicks  that  were  mortgagedLtothe  King  of  Prut 
fia.    The  Ele&or  of  Hanover  -  being  flew  fecured 
from  danger,  fixteen  thoufand,  troops  of  that  coun- 
try, together  with  the  fix  thoufand  auxiliary  Hefiians* 
began  their  march  for  the  Netherlands ;  and  about . 
the  middle  of  QSpber  arrived:  hi  the  neighbourhood 
of  Brufiels,  where  they  encamped.  .  TherJEarl  of 
Stair  repaired  to  Ghent,  where,  die  Bfitifh:  forces 
were  quartered :  a  body  of  Auftriaris  was  affcmhled; 
and  though  the  feafon  was  far  advanced,  he  fcemed 
determined  upon  fome  expedition;,  but  all  of  a  fudr 
den  the  troops  were  fent  into,  winter-quarters^ '  The 
Auftrians  retired  tq  Luxembourg :  the  Engliih.  and 
Heffians  ren>ained  in  FJandetf s  i  and  the  Hanove* 
rians  marched  into  the  county  of  liege, .,  without 
paying  any  regard  to  the  Bifhop's  proteftation. .  .  .  . ; 
$  XXIX.  Th$  States-Genesai  had  made,  a  con- 
siderable augmentation  of  their  forces. by  fea  and 
land;    buf,   notifithftanding.the  repeated  inftances 
of  the.  Earl  of  St^ir*  they  refolved  to  adhere  to  their 
neutrality  i  they  dreaded  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
French;   and  they  were  far  from  being  pleafed  to 
fee  the  Englifh.get  footing  in.the  Netherlands.    The 
friends  of  the  Houfe  pf  Orange  began  to  exert  them- 
felves :  the  States  of  Groningen  and  Weft-Friefland 
protefted,  in  favour  of  the'Priace,'  againft  the  pro- 
motion 
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*o*Rffibtitm  otf  fcrcigjn  Generals  which  had*  h*dy  beni 

n*   ,madfc^bat  his  intereftwas  powerfutiy ,  oppofed  by 

the-povrinces  of -Zealand  arid  Holland,  Which  had 

the  grtotefll  weight  in*  the  tepublick.    The  reroltt- 

fiott  irf  Rwflia  didtfiotiput  ah  end  tt>  *he  war  with 

Swsdeft.i  'Thefc  twb  powers  had  agreed1  to  an  axmi- 

ftfifcaft three  months,  idiuring:  which  the  Czarina 

faighitotteid  her  forces  in  Finland*,  -    $>h&  likewife  or- 

Ototd  tttd  Counts  Ofterman  and  Murtfch,  with  their 

adiutenlty  :aoJ  be*  tried: )  thejr : i were  1  cdfidethned-  to 

dtath?)(^ptcjpardoned  on /the  fcaffcid,  and  fent  4n 

oiiltfc  Siberia,  i  The  <  Swede  v  ftiil  encouraged  fctjr 

thft  ihiiguW*  of*  ^ranc^b  tefujfed  to  Jtfteai  to*  any 

tbimsslqf)  accommodation,  'unlets  Careha^oaiKl^fchc 

briar  ttpftqdefte  xX  thfe  OawiYetet,!  Ihouli te xhftomdi 

Him  Fcinbh/CcnDftjfcad  expd6lednto»  -.faring  otter;  the 

iitW^fimpbefendHtheir'm^afuresi   but  ihejftftnitid 

hcr;asdwdl»idtfp^Adasbhefiptddeccrffi>r  to  afliftfithte 

HbdGbkf  *!Hiii&ia.r:6hetfimittdd  a uonfiderable  ftim 

qjfnnkpwy^n^  •   a»d»*ifc(*hat 

feaaevtimei  cxmgrttatawd  fW  Ele5or(df  Bavaria  km 

hisftrievabonttb  the  Ihqferik}  throng  •ii*Th*  ctaernony 

dfritar coronation  wa^e|,foA*ed1n'Mayj^wiifh  great 

folemnit^rarMo^cft^^iaild'  in  Nbvboiher  >fh^  dri*. 

daiied&wr  nephew,  ^th6  Dakei'df  tftiitei^'JGStt^p, 

heniiiarefibn  "by  tWutiewftQniai  ftuiceifcf /iihthe 

fiuffip*    a&eiiceirati<ta50f|*^ 

nraliLaf^xbdmitd'  ^edptfckfi&rtq  rx&MKj>bHgcd 

theSa'cuhibbidw^^  Lfcvfcn-% 

Jraupt,  :mcreftte^  b^ftdiifh??famobno  £taee,  oral*; 

teh^iutrtthakltmgth  d«y7«fei^(^^(ie>fuwtltiaa€*beat 

ndttifubiriifeedraf  ^ib^^o6bi^nb^y\MX:hl  b&m* 

iwfarahed'ijjDiaftrf  «^(Ab»^aaddhi^4Ui^lei^Uiid7mar 
ga2&nds;iMtt&eddJi  f%teAds>df  th^Rmffian^^o/Thfe 
King)  of  S^^nibefa^of^rfwtTUM^da^^  th^e^difet 
&ffeiibltrt?ki£«dri-  ttp  IbitiEifttevfucdeflSon:;  and  tfcto 
Duketf  £WcrtQM^n**g^ 
y     -i  lifter 


fifler  trf<3iadcs  Xfl.  wai  declared  ne*t  heir  to  the  C  HA  a 
CroWn*    A  courier  was  immediately  difpatched  4»    *JJ* 
Mofcow,  to  notify  \b  the  Duke  this  determination 
of  the  diet:   and  this  meffage  was  followed  b*  a 
deputation  %  but  when  they  underftood  that  he  Bad 
embraced  the  religion  of  the  Greek  church,  and 
been  acknowledged  fucceflbr  to  the  throne  of  Ruffia, 
they  annulled  his  election  for  Sweden,  and  lefolved 
that  the  fuccefBon  flhorjld  not  be  re-eftablMhed,  until 
a  pefece  fhovld  be  concluded  with  the  Ciarina.   Con« 
fcrences  Deere  opened  it  Abo  for  this  prtpbfe.    la. 
the  mean'  time,  the  events  of  war  had  beeft  fo  long 
unfortunate  for  Sweden,  that  it  was  abfiahtttly  ne« 
ceffary  t6  appeafe  the  indignation  of  the  people  *rth 
feme   feennce.     The    Generals   Lewenmupt  and 
fiodenbrock  were  tried  hy-a  court-martial  for  mi& 
coadb&:   being  found  guilty  and  condemned  tft 
death,  they  applied  to  the  diet,  by  which  the  fen* 
tentewas  confirmed.    The  term  .of  the  Jubfidy* 
trcarr  between  Great-BHfein  and  Denmaifcv€Spbrmg) 
his  Dairiih  Maicfty  reftifed  to*r*new  kv  no*  wnid 
he  accede  to  tne  peace  of  fifitflatt.    On  the  othct 
hand,  he  becatoe  fnfefidiary  to .  Franca « with  which 
ahb  hecfrmchicM  £  jqew.  treaty  of  commerce;    t  .  •  r 
VXX^.  The  CJourt  *of  Ver&illes   weft   now 
heartily  tired  of  mamfeming  the  war  in  Germany; 
and  hid  «AttaUj  ta*de  eqmtablc 'JSrop^fels  of  peace 
to  the  Queen  of  fftthgary,  by  whom  they  were  ire* 
jeded.    ThmJtepolfed*  tl^  redoubkd  tnek  prepcu 
ration*;  .•  and  <tidewniredf  fey  advantageous  offers, 
to  detach  tfcKiagof  Safdima  ftoto  theinttrrefi  of 
the* Hottfe  of  AtiSria.    This  ftind*  had  efpmfed 
a  Site  to  tbcGrand  Duke,  who  preflkd  him  to  de+ 
elate  for  hct  brother,  and  the  £u*en  of  Hungary 
promifed  to  gratify  hint  wkh  fome  territories  in  the 
Milanefci  betide*,  *e  thought  the  Spaniards  had 
already  gained  too  mueh  ground  it*  Italy  t  but,  at 
the  lame  rime,  he  wae  afraid  qf  btfeg  drafted  be- 
tween Braoc*  and  Sjaito,  beflfct  *•  <*M  be  pro- 
perly 
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joo  Kf^ly 'fup#or»e4. ;  He  therefore  temporifed,  and  pro- 
<B<     &*<$&}  the.  negppi&tion,  yntji  lie  \yas  alarmed  at  the 

K*Z£^f#9&t&  °f  ^e  Spanifh  amis  in  Italy,  and  fixed  in 
fcis-det^oiMtttiop.  by  the  fubfidics  of  Great-Britain, 
ffbe  £paaifh  ajrnjy  aflembled  at  Riming  ;*under  the 
l>ik^.dQ.M9n|emar;  ^nd.heing,  joined  By :  the  Nea- 
politan forces,  amounted  to  fixty  thoufand  men, 
forrtiflied  with  a.  large  train  of)  arfiUqry,  About 
tb*  b$gtf*ftWg  <?f  May,  t^ey 'entered  the '  JSoIognefe ; 

,  th«rt;thfi.,K4i3S  of;awdiw.Wft4ng  ^HS(*  them, 
jdined  AfaufoAv&n  ajrmjr  commanded,  py  Count 
JBNtes  m^tedi ifltp  the  duchy  of  Parmft  ;,,and  un- 
<J«rfU<Hfecg,Mbat  tfce  Dukft  o£  Modena  h^d  jfng^ged 
ife*,t{ft/ty  with  the  Spaniaxd^.diijppffeflecl.t^t  Prince 
fefeflhi?  .dpffB&ipnf.     Th*  Duke,.4e  Monferpfr, . .fee- 

iagf:hia;«itnyi^HiHfttflved  ^  fc^k  ™^^fi$on> 
WtreatefLto.the  to^gd^m, of r. Naples,   a#d.w^/fbl- 

l^dby'thsJfrjHI  of , Sardinia  ^.far  as  Rjiyir^.V 

-v$?XXXJ-  fjei*,  he.rcpeiv^d.,intdllige|>cp>\/that 

J^JMilh:.A»5ljfqpof  h^^tholickMaje}^^ 
jrad&,<uMi[ruptiw,^  army  of 

fcptaiards,  «i)d  a}re&dy.  ^en,j^e^n.c^y(Sham- 
JJeilt,  tfee,  capital,  j  H$  fi^thjwitfV  began,  hj$«  rr^rch 
for  Piedmont.  P$a  vPh#p  ^andoppd  £fY,oy.  at 
hia;r  approach,.  ;;ai>d  jetrpatijg  ^)to:<.I^upbin^^,  tgok 
poftjtwtertfce.wfinpn  of(lfar|,]^eauxj  r  The  Kong 
pu*G*ed  him.  Jhtffep*  ^jfeo^  ^imf^^^p^  in 
figh^ofta^fttfeff^JJ  thp  ip^^M  %qeiftbf5,  when 
th/e  ^a^uis,46jMiAas,  ro  ^jy^an^  ^tergrijing 
{kneca!*  angyed  flam  Ma&ifks^,*^ 
fee  command jofoi*  fo^p^/^^J^p  ml^  .This 
fotooafr fil^l  ow^^aafgai^it^  caftle^^fpr^ 
n**tf>  * thtftfi^lwwhpo^of  |j#  JSjrdkaitti  f^tpp. 
H^^ttjycke^ifefet^geroufty^  tto&.tfya  gafnjpp  .was 
obliged  to  GipiMlfttfi  IP  fow^-forty-  houa^.^e 
Jofeof  rthte^aipftftaijjj^jc^pdle^  .the  iftpg  to 
Wtire  iJitQ  ftrfJwPH^.i^W  rffc,£panipr.ds.  m^r^hai 
beck  utto^jrt>ryfor*J^^tak)tftKdthvx  Wm, 
tcr^u^es^Ji^#^«*^i  tifl^ ,%  ^V^fc  ^1^ 
\    •-.  t^mar. 
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tcmaf,  who  dire&ed  the  other  Spattifll  «my,  though  fcta  A  P. ' 
the  Duke  of  Modena  was  nominal  Generaliffinto,  •  J^1^ 
refigned   his  command  to  Count  Gages,   who  at*-v 
tempted  to  penetrate  into  Tufcany;   but  Was  pre- 
vented by  the  vigjlancfe  of  Count  Traun,  the  Auf- 
trian  General.    In  December  he- quartered  his  troops 
in  the  Bolognefe  and  Romagna  •  while  the  Atiftrians 
and  Piedmbntefe  were  diftributed  in  the  Modenefe 
and  Parmefan.    The  Pope  was  pafflve  during  the 
whole   campaign  :   the  Venetians  maintained  thfcir 
neutrality,  and  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies  was  over- 
awed by  the  Britifh  fleet  in  thfc  Mediterranean. 

$  XXXII.  The  newminiftry  in   England  had 
fent  out  Admiral  Matthews  to  aflhme  the  command 
of  this  fquadron,  which  had  been  for  foitte  time  con-» 
du<3ed  by  Leftock,  an  inferior  officer,  as  Haddock* 
had  been  obliged  to  refign  his  commiffion,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ill  date  of  health.    Matthews  was  like- 
wife  in  veiled  with  the  chara&er  of  Minifter-Pldfli- 
potentiary  to  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  the  States  of 
Italy.     Immediately  after  he  had  taken  pofleflion  of » 
his  command,  he  ordered  Captain  -Norris  to  deftroy 
five  Spanifh  gallies  which  had  put  into  the  bay  erf* 
St.  Tropez ;   and  this  fervice  was  effe&ually  per- 
formed.   In  May  he  detached  Commodore  Rowley, 
with  eight  fail,  to  cruize  off  the  harbour  of  Toulon* 
and  a  great  number  of  merchant  fhips  belonging  tt* 
the  enemy  fell  into  his  Jiands.     In  Auguft  he  fentJ 
Commodore  Martin  with  another  fquadron  into  the 
bay  of  Naples,  to  bombard  that  city,   Unlefs  his 
Sicilian  Majefty  would  immediately  recal  his  troops,- 
which  had  joined  the  Spanifh  army,  and  promife 
to  remain  neuter  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
Naples  was  immediately  filled  iyith  confternation ; 
the  King  fubferibed  to  thefe  conditions ;   and  the 
Englifh  fquadron  rejoined  the  Admiral  on  the  road 
of  Hieres,  which  he  had  chofen  for  his  winter  fta- 
tion.    Before  this  period  he  had  landed  fome  men 
at  St.  Remo,  in  the  territories  of  Genoa,  and  de- 

ftroyed 
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Boo  ftfifoyetf  the  magazines  that  were  created  for  the  tde 
^^^of  the  Spanifh  army*  He  had  likewife  ordered  two 
~ypu  of  his  crqizers  to  attack  a  Spanifh  (hip  of  the  line, 
which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Ajaccio,  in  the 
ifland  of  Corfica :  but  the  Spanifh  Captain  fet  his 
men  on  jfhore,  and  blew  up  his  (hip,  rather  than  (he 
fhould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Englilh. 

§  XXXIII.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Admiral 
Vernon  and  General  Wentworth  made  another  effort 
in  the  Weft-Indies.  They  had  in  January,  received 
a  reinforcement  from  England,  and  planned  a  new 
expedition,  in  concert  with  the  Governor  of  Ja- 
maica, who  accompanied  them  in  .their  Voyage. 
Their  defign  was  to  difembark  the  troops  at  Porto- 
feello,  and  march  acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  to 
attack  the  rich  town  of  Panama.  They  failed  from 
Jamaica  on  the  ninth  day  of  March,  and  on  the 
twenty-eighth  arrived  at  Porto-Bello.  There  thqy 
held  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  tliat 
as  the  .troops  were  fickly,  the  rainy  feafon  begun, 
and  feyeral  tranfports  not  yet  arrived,  the  intended 
expedition,  was  become  impracticable.  In  purfu- 
ance  of  this  determination  the  armament  immedi- 
ately returned  to  Jamaica,  exhibiting  a  ridiculous 
ipectable  of  folly  and  irrefolution.*  In  Auguft,  a 
frup  of  war  was  fent  from  thence,  with  about  three 
hundred  foldiers,  to  the  fmall  ifland  Rattan,  in  the 
|>ay  of  Honduras,  of  which  they  took  poflcflion.  In 
September,  Vernon  and  Wentworth  received  orders 
to  return  to  England  with  fuch  troops  as  remained 
alive  t  thefe  did  not  amount  to  a  tenth  part;  of  the 
number  which  had  been  fent  abroad  in  that  inglo- 

•  4  In  May*  two  Englifh  frigates,  commanded  Jbjr  Captain  Smith 
and  Captain  Stuart,  fell  in  with  three  Spanifh  (hips  of  war,  near  the 
jAand  of  St.  Chriftopher'n.  They  forthwith  engaged,  and  the  action 
continued  til)  night,'  by  the  favour  of  which  the  enemy  retired  to 
Porto  Rico  in  a  (nattered  condition. 

In  the, month  of  September  the  Tilbury  (hip  of  war,  of  (ixry  guns, 
was  accidentally  fet  «n  fire,  and  deftroyed,  off  the  ifland  of  Hif'pamoU* 
On  which  4>cca(ton  one  hundred  and  twenjjr- feven  men*  peri Ihed  j  the 
jeft  were  faved  by  Captain  Hoare,  of  the  Defiance,  who  happened 
to  be  an  the  Tame  cruize. 

riou* 
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.    H15  inferior,  officer*  TelT  ignobly  1 
defpair,  without  an  oppbttunity  of  *fi 


tious  feivice. 
ficknefs  and 

nalizing  their  courage, 'and/ the' cpmmanders  lived  ^^^ 
to  feel  the  fcorn  ajid  reproach  of  their  ctkmity.  In 
the  month  of  June  the  pew  cdlofov  of  Georgia1  was 
invaded  by  an  armament  Irbm  5>t.  Auguftinie,  com- 
manded by  Don  Mariner  de  Monteafrio,  Governor 
of  that  fortrefs.  "It  confifted  of  lix-and-thirty  ihips, 
from  which '  four '  thoufand  men  Wert  landed  at  St; 
Simon's;  and began  ,  their1  Inarch''  for  Frederica, 
General  Oglethorpe,  with  a  handful  of  men,  took 
fuch  wife  precautions  for  dpfpofirig  their  progrefv 
and  hatafied  them  in  their  mardi  with  fuch  adhvity 
and  refolution,  that  after  two  of  their  detachments 
had  been  defeated,  they  retired  to  their  ftiips,  and 
totally  abandoned  the  enterprise,  * 

^  XXXIV.  In  England  the  merchants-  ftiH  eoni- 
plamed  that  their  commerce  was  not  properly^prtf- 
tefted,  and  the  people  clamoured  againn  the  con-* 
duct  of  the  war.  They  faid,  their  burthens-  were 
jncreafed  to  maintain  quarrels  with  which* they  had 
no  concern ;  to  defray  the  enormous  expence  of  in- 
active fleets  and  pacifick  armies.  Lord  G.  had  by 
this  time  infinuat'ed  himfelf  into  the 'confidence  ot 
his  Sovereign,  and  engrofled  the  whole  -direction  of 
publick  affairs.  The  war  with  Spain  was  now  be* 
come  a  fecondary  confideratibn,  and  negle6ted  ai> 
cordingly ;  while  the  chief  attention  of  the'  new 
miniller  was  turned  upon  the  affairs  of  the  continent*  . 
The  difpute  with  Spain  concerned  Britain  ohly. 
The  interelts  of  Hanover  were  connected  with  the 
troubles  of  the  Empire.  By  puriuing  this  objeft  life 
foothed  the  wifhes  of  his  Maftcr,  and  opened  a 
more  ample  field  for  his  own  ambition.  He  had 
ftudied  the  policy  of  the  Continent  with  peculiar 
eagemefs.  This  was  the  favourite  fubjeift  of  his 
reflection,  upon  which  he  thought  and  fpokc  with  z' 
degree  of  enthufiafm.  The  intolerable  taxes,  the 
poverty,  the  ruined  commerce  of  his  country,  the 

•  iniquity 
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K  iniquity  of  {landing  armies,   votes  of  credit,    and 
foreign  connections,  upon  which  he  had  fo  often  ex- 
patiated,  were  now  forgotten,   or  overlooked.     He 
faw  nothing  but  glory,   conqueft,    or  acquired  do- 
minion.    He  fet  me  power  of  France  at  defiance ; 
and  as  if  Great-Britain  had   felt  no  diftrefs,    but 
teemed  with  treafure  which  ihe  could  not  otherwife 
employ,  he  poured  forth  her  millions  with  a  rafh 
ana  defperate  hand,  in  purchafing  beggarly  allies, 
and  .maintaining  mercenary  armies.     The.  Earl   of 
Stair  had  arrived  in  England  towards  the  end  of 
Auguft,  and  conferred  with  his  Majefty.     A  privy- 
council  was  fummoned ;  and  in  a  few  days  that  no- 
bleman  returned  to  Holland.     Lord  Carteret  was 
fent  with  a  commifiion  to  the  Hague  in  September; 
and  when  he  returned  the  baggage  of  the  King  and 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  which  had  been  fhipped 
for  Flanders,  was  ordered  to  be  brought  on  fhore. 
The  Parliament  met  on  the  lixteenth  day  of   No- 
vember, when  his  Majefty  told  them,  that  he  had 
augmented  the  Britiih  forces  in  the  Low  Countries 
with  fixteen  thoufand  Hanoverians  and  the  Heffian 
auxiliaries,  in  order  to  form  fuch  a  force,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Auftrian  troops,   as  might  be  of 
fervice  to  the  common  caufe  at  all  events.     He  ex- 
tolled the  magnanimity  and  fortitude  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary^  as  well  as  the  refolute  conduct  of  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  and  that  Prince's  firidt  adherence 
to  his  engagements,    though  attacked  in  his  own 
dominions.     He  mentioned  the  requifition  made  by 
Sweden,   of  his  good  offices  for  procuring  a  peace 
between  that  nation  and  Ruffia  ;  the  defenfive  alli- 
ances which  he  had  concluded  with  the  Czarina,  and 
with  the  King  of  Pruffia ;  as  events  which  could  not 
have  been  expedled,  if  Great-Britain  had  not  mani- 
fefted  a  feafonable  fpirit  and  .vigour,  in  defence  and 
affiftance  of  her  ancient  allies,  and  in  maintaining 
the  liberties  of  Europe.     He  faid,   the  honour  and 
intereft  of  his  crown  and  kingdoms,  the  fuccefs  of 
-     '   3  the 
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the  war  with  Spain,  the  re-eftabliflimeiit  of  theCHAK 
balance  and  tranquillity  of  Europe  would  greatly  de-^Y*J^ 
pcnd  on  the  prudence  and  vigour  of  their  refolu-  l74l4 
tions.  The  Marquis  of  Tweedale  moved  for  an  ad- 
drefs  of,  thanks,  which  was  oppofed  by  the  Earl  of 
Chefterfield,  for  the  reafons  fo  often  urged  on  the 
fame  occafion;  but  fupported  by  Lord  C.  on  his 
new-adopted  maxims,  with  thofe  fpecious  arguments 
which  he  could  at  all  times  produce,  delivered  with 
amazing  ferenity  and  afiurance.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  addrefs  prefented  to  his  Majefty-. 
About  this  period  a  treaty  of  mutual  defence  and 
guarantee  between  his  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Pruf- 
iia  was  figned  at  Weftminfter.  In  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  Mr.  Lyttelton  made  a  motion  for  reviving 
the  place-bill ;  but  it  was  oppofed  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  members  who  had  formerly  been  ftrenuous 
advocates  for  thismeafure,  and  reje&ed  upon-^dii 
vifion.  This  was  alfti  the  fate  of  a  motion  made  to 
renew  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Robert  Earl 
of  Orford.  As  many  ftrong  prefumptions  of  guilt 
had  appeared  againft  him  in  the  report  of  the  fecret 
committee,  the  nation  had  reafon  to  expeft  that  this 
propofal  would  have  been  embraced  by  a  great  ma-  t 
jority :  but  feveral  members,  who  in  the  preceding 
feflion  had  been  loud  in  their  demands  of  juftice, 
now  ihamefully  contributed  their  talents  and  intereft 
in  flitting  the  inquiry. 

§  XXV.  When  the  Houfe  of  Lords  took  into 
Confideration  the  feveral  eftimates  of  the  expence  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  forces  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain, 
Earl  Stanhope,  at  the  clofe  of  "an  elegant  fpeech, 
moved  for  an  addrefs,  to  befeech  and  advife  his  Ma- 
jefty, that  in  compafiion  to  his  people,  loaded  al- 
ready with  fuch  numerous  and  heavy  taxes,  fuch 
large  and  growing  debts,  and  greater  annual  ex- 
pences  than  the  nation  at  any  time  before  had  ever 
faftained,  he  would  exonerate  his  fubje<Sts  of  the 
charge  and  burthen  of  thofe  mercenaries  who  were 
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Boo  K  taken  into  the  fervice  laft  year,  without  the  advice 
J1^  or  confent  of  Parliament.     The   motion  was  fup- 
'  ported  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  took  occafion 
to  fpeak  with  great  contempt  of  Hanover,   and,  in 
mentioning  the  Royal  Family,  feemed  to  forget  that 
decorum  which  the  fubje6t  required.     He  had,   in- 
deed, reafon  to  talk  with  afperity  on  the  contract  by 
which  the  Hanoverians  had  been  taken  into  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain.     Levy-money  was  charged  to  the 
account,   though  they  were  engaged  for  one  year 
only,  and  though  not  a  fingle  regiment  had  been 
raifed  on  this  occafion  :  they  had  been  levied  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  electorate ;    and  would  have  been 
maintained  If  England  had  never  engaged  in  the 
affairs  of  the  continent.     The  Duke  of  Bedford  en- 
larged upon  the  fame  fubje&.    He.faid  it  had  been 
fufpe£ied,  nor  was  the  fufpicion  without  foundation, 
thatjthe  meafures  of  the  Englifh  minifiry  had  long 
been  regulated  by  the  intereft  of  his  Majefty's  elec- 
toral territories:  that  thefe  had  been  long  confidered 
as  a  gulf  into  which  the  treafures  of  Great-Britain 
had  been  thrown:    that  the  ftate  of  Hanover  had 
been  changed,  without  any  vifible  caufe,  fince  tht 
acceflion  of  its  Princes  to  the  throne  of  England : 
affluence  had  begun  to  wanton  in  their  towns,   and 
gold  to  glitter  in  their  cottages,  without  the  difco- 
very  of  mines,  or  the  increase  of  their  commerce; 
and  new  dominions  had  been  purchafed,  of  which 
the  value  was  jiever  paid  from  the  revenues  of  Ha- 
nover.    The  motion  was  hunted  down  by  the  new 
Minifter,  the  patriot  Lord  Bathurft,  and  the  Earl  oi 
Bath,  which  laft  nobleman  declared,  that  he  confi- 
dered it  as  an  a&  of  cowardice  and  meannefs,  to  fall 
paffively  down  the  dream  of  popularity,  to  fuffer  his 
reafon  and  integrity  to  be  overborne  by  the  noife  of 
vulgar  clamours,  which  had  been  raifed  againft  the 
meafures  of  government  by  the  low  arts  of  exagge- 
ration, fallacious  reafonings,  and  partial  rcprefenta- 
tions.    This  is  the  very  language  which  Sir  Robert 
7  .  Walpolc 
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Walpole  had  often  ufed  againft  Mr.  Pulteney  and  hisc  h  a  p. 
confederates  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons.  The  affb-  VIL 
ciates  of  the  new  Secretary  pleaded  the  caufe  pfv 
Hanover,  and  infifted  upon  the  neceffity  of  a  land- 
war  againft  France,  with  all  the  vehemence  of  decla- 
mation. Their  fuggeftions  were  anfwered ;  their 
condudt  was  feverely  ftigmatized  by  the  Earl  of  Chef- 
terfield,  who  obferved,  that  the  aflembling  an  artny 
in  Flanders,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  States- 
General,  or  any  other  power  engaged  by  treaty,  ot 
bound  by  intereft,  to  iupport  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, was  a  rafh  and  ridiculous  meafure  :  the  taking 
fixteen  thoufand  Hanoverians  into  Britifh  pay,  with- 
out confulting  t;he  Parliament,  feemed  highly  dero- 
gatory to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  great  council 
of  the  nation,  and  a  very  dangerous  precedent  to 
future  times :  that  thefe  troops  could  not  be  em- 
ployed againft  the  Emperor,  whom  they  had  already 
recognized :  that  the  arms  and  wealth  of  Britain 
alone  were  altogether  infufficient  to  raife  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  to  its  former  ftrength,  dominion,  and  in- 
fluence :•  that  the  aflembling  an  army  in  Flanders 
would  engage  the  nation  as  principals  in  an  expen- 
five  and  ruinous  war,  with  a  power  which  it  ought 
not  to  provoke,  and  could  not  pretend  to  withftand 
in  that  manner :  that  while  Great-Britain  exhaufted 
herfelf  almoft  to  ruin,  in  purfuance  of  fchemes 
founded  on  engagements  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
the  Ele&orate  of  Hanover,  though  under  the  Tame 
engagements,  and  governed  by  the  fame  Prince,  did 
not  appear  to  contribute  any  thing  as  an  ally  to  her 
afiiftance,  but  was  paid  by  Great-Britain  for  all  the 
forces  it  hacf  fent  into  the  field,  at*a  very  exorbitant 
price :  that  nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  and  ini- 
quitous than  to  hire  thefe  mercenaries,  while  a  nu- 
merous army  lay  inadtive  at  home,  and  the  nation 
groaned  under  fuch  intolerable  burthens.  '"  It  may 
"  be  prober  (added  he)  to  repeat  what  may  be  for- 
"  gotten  in  the  multitude  of  other  obje&s,  that  this 

H  2  "  nation, 


'74*. 


100  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

Boo  k"  nat*on>  after  having  exalted  the  Ele<9or  of  Ha- 
il. "  nover  from  a  (late  of  obfcurity,  to  the  crown,  is 
~  ^u  condemned  to  hire  the  troops  bf  that  electorate 
*'  to  fight  their  own  caufe  ;  to  hire  them  at  a  rate 
"  which  was  hever  demanded  before;  and  to  pay 
fC  levy-money  for  them,  though  it  is  known  to  all 
"  Europe  that  they  were  not  raifed  for  this  occa- 
"  lion."  All  the  partifans  of  the  old  miniftry  joined 
in  the  oppofition  to  Earl  Stanhope's  motion,  which 
was  reje&ed  by  the  majority.  Then  the  Earl  of 
Scarborough  moved  for  an  addrefs,  to  approve  of 
the  meafures  which  had  been  taken  on  the  continent; 
and  this  was  likewife  carried  by  dint  of  numbers.  It 
was  not,  however,  a  very  eligible  victory:  what 
they  gained  in  Parliament  they  loft  with  the  people. 
The  new  minifters  "became  more  odious  than  their 
predeceflbrs ;  and  that  people  began  to  think  pub- 
lick  virtue  was  an"  empty  name. 

$  XXXVI.  But  the  moft  fevere  oppofition  they 
underwent  was  in  their  endeavours  to  iupport  a  bill 
which  they  had  concerted,  and  which  had  paficd 
through  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  great  preci- 
pitation :  it  repealed  certain  duties  on  fpirituous 
liquors,  and  licences  for  retailing  thefe  liquors  ;  ,and 
impofed  others  at  an  eafy  rate.  When  thofe  fevere 
duties;  amounting  almoft  to  a  prohibition,  were  im- 
pofed, the  populace  of  London  were  funk  into  th© 
moft  brutal  degeneracy,  by  drinking  to  excefs  the 
pernicious  fpirit  called  Gin,  which  was  fold  fo  cheap 
that  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  people  could  afford  ty 
indulge  themfelves  in  one  continued  ftatc  of  intoxU 
cation,  to  the  deftru&ion  of  all  morals,  induftry, 
and  order.  Such  a  fhameful  degree  of  profligacy 
prevailed,  that  the  retailers  of  this  poifonous  com- 
pound fet  up  painted  boards  in  publick,  inviting 
people  to  be  drunk  for  the  fmall  expence  of  one 
penny;  afluring  them  they  might  be  dead  drunk  for 
two-pence,  and  have  ftraw  for  nothing.  They  ac-  ■ 
cordingly  provided  cellars  and  places  ftrewed  with 
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ftraw,  to  which  they  conveyed  thofe  wretches  whoCHAP. 
were  overwhelmed  with  intoxication.     In  thefe  dif-     VII# . 
mal  caverns  they  lay  until  they  recovered  fome  ufe^^; 
of  their  faculties,  and  then  they  had  recourfe  to  the 
fame  mifchievous    potion;    thus    coiifunaing   their 
health,  and  ruining  their  families,  in  hidequsi  recep- 
tacles of  the  mod  filthy  vice,  refounding  with  riot, , 
execration,  and  blafphemy.     Such  beaftly  pradlices-. 
too  plainly  denoted  a  total  want  of  all  policy  and. 
civil  regulations,  and  would  have  reflected  difgrace. 
upon  the  moft  barbarous  community.     In  order  to. 
reftrain  this  evil,  which  was  become  intolerable,  the 
Lcgiflature  enabled  that  law  which  we  havQ  already 
mentioned.    But  the  populace  foon  broke  through  all^ 
reltraint.     Though  no  licence  was  obtained,  and  no_ 
duty  paid,   the  liquor  continued  to  be  fold  in  all". 
corners  of  the  ftreets :    informers  were  intimidated, 
by  the  threats  of  the  people ;  and  the  juftices  of  the. 
peace,  either  from  indolence  or  corruption,  neglected 
to  put  the  law  in  execution.     The   new  miniftersj- 
forefaw  that  a  great  revenue  would  accrue  to  the. 
Crown  from  a  repeal  of  this  a6l ;  and  this  meafure 
they  thought  they  might  the  more  decently  take,  as  > 
the  law  had  proved  ineffectual :  for  it  appeared  that.> 
the  confumption  of  gin  had  confiderably  increafed* 
every  year  fince  thole  heavy  duties  were  impofetf. 
They,  therefore,  pretended,  that  fl^ould  the  price  of . 
the  liquor  be  moderately  raifed,  and  licences,  granted 
at  twenty  (hillings  each  to  the  retailers,   the  loweft  , 
clafs  of  people  would  be  debarred  the  ufe  of  it  to  ex-  . 
cefs:  their  morals  would  of  confequence  be  mended;  . 
and  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  might  be  raifed  . 
for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  by  mortgaging  the  re-  .. 
venue  ariiing  from  the  duty  and  the  licences.    Upon 
thefe  maxims  the  new  bill  was  founded,  and  pafle4 
through  the  Lower  Houfe  without  oppofition :  but 
among  the  Peers  it  produced  the  moft  obftinate  dif- 
pute  which  had  happened  fince  the  beginning  of  this 
Parliament.'  The  fixft  aflault  it  fuftained  was  from 

l»or4  v 


102  HISTORY   OF    ENGLAND. 

boo  KLord  Hervey,  who  had  been  di veiled  o£  his  poll  of 
n-      Privy-feal,   which  was   beftowed  on  Lord  Gower; 

k  J74a#  and  thefe  two  noblemen  exchanged  principles  from 
that  inflant.  The  firil  was  hardened  into  a  flurdy 
patriot ;  the  other  fuppled  into  an  obfequious  cour- 
,  tier*  Lord  Hcrvey  on  this  occafion  made  a  florid 
harangue  upon  the  pernicious  effedls  of  that  deftruc- 
tive  fpirit  they  were  about  to  let  loofe  upon  their 
fellow-creatures.  Several  prelates  expatiated  on  the 
fame  topicks  :  but  the  Earl  of  Cheflerfield  attacked 
die  bill  with  the  united  powers  of  reafon,  wit,  and 
ridicule.  Lord  Carteret,  Lord  Bathurft,  and  the 
Earl  of  Bath,  were  numbered  among  its  advocates ; 
and  fhrewd  arguments  were  advanced  on  both  fides 
of  the  queftion.  After  very  long,  warm,  and  re- 
peated debates,  the  bill  pafled  without  amendments, 
though  the  whole  bench  of  Bifhops  voted  againft  it; 
and  we  cannot  help  owning,  that  it  has  not  been 
attended  with  tjjofe  difmal  confequences  which  the 
Lords  in  the  oppolition  foretold.  When  the  quef- 
>  lion  was  put  for  committing  this  bill,  and  the  Earl 
of  Cheflerfield  faw  the  Bifhops  join  in  his  divifion, 
**  I  am  in  doubt  (faid  he)  whether  I  have  not  got 
€t  on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion  ;  for  I  have  not 
«  had  the  honour  to  divide  with  fo  many  lawn 
€<  Jfleeves  for  feveral  years." 

.  ^  XXXVII.  By  the  report  of  the  fecret  com- 
mittee it  appeared  that  the  then  minifler  had  com- 
menced prolecutions  againft  the  mayors  of  boroughs 
who  oppofed  his  influence  in  the  eledlions  of  mem- 
bers of  Parliament.  Thefe  profecutions  were  founded 
on  ambiguities  in  charters,  or  trivial  informalities  in 
the  choice  of  magiftrates.  An  appeal  on  fuch  a 
pfoccfs  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  and 
this  evil  falling  under  confederation,  a  bill  was  pre- 
pared for  fecuring  the  independency  of  corporations: 
but  as  it  tended  to  diminifh  the  influence  of  the  mi-' 
niftry,  they  argued  ag&inft  it  with  their  ufual  eager- 
nefs  and  fuccefs ;  and  it  was  rejected  on  a,  divifion. 

The 
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The  mutiny  bill  and  feveral  others  pafled  through  C  HAP. 
both  Houfes.     The  Commons  granted  fupplies  t°vZ"^, 
the  amount  of  fix  millions,  raifed  by  the  land-tax,     l?41. 
tlie  malt-tax,   duties  on  fpirituous  liquors,   and  li- 
cences, and  a  loan  from  the  finking  fund.     In  two 
years  the  national  debt  had  fuffered  an  increafe  of 
two  millions  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds.     On/vo.  i74j. 
the  twenty-firft  day  of  April  the  fcflion  vtas  clofed 
in  the  ufual  manner.    The  King  in  his  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes,  told  them  that,   at  the  requifition  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  he  had  ordered  his  army,  in 
conjunction  with  the  t  Auftrians,  to  pafs  the  Khine 
for  her  fupport  and  affiftance :   that  he  continued 
one  fquadron  of  fhips  in  the  Mediterranean,   and 
another  in  the  Weft- Indies.     He  thanked  the  Com- 
mons for  the  ample  fupplies  they  had  granted  ;   and 
declared  it  was  the  fixed  purpofe  of  his  heart  to  pro- 
mote the  true  intereft  and  happinefs  of  his  king- 
doms.    Immediately  after  the  prorogation  of  Par- 
liament he  embarked  for  Germany,  accompanied  by 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  Lord  Carteret,  and  other* 
perfons  of  diftindtion. 

§  XXXVIII.  At  this  period  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary feemed  to  triumph  over  all  her  enemies.  The 
French  were  driven  out  of  Bohemia  and  part  of  the  x 
Upper-Palatinate  ;  and  their  forces  under  Marefchal 
Broglio  were  ported  on  the  Danube.  Prince  Charles, 
of  Lorraine,  at  the  head  of  the  Auftrian  army,  en- 
tered Bavaria ;  and  in  April  obtained  a  vi&oty  over 
a  body  of  Bavarians  at  Braunau :  at  the  fame  time, 
three  bodies  of  Croatians  penetrating  through  the 
paflcs  of  the  Tyrolefe,  ravaged  the  whole  country 
to  the  very  gates  of  Munich.  The  Emperor  prefled 
the  French  General  to  hazard  a  battle;  but  he  refufed 
to  run  the  rifque,  though  he  had  received  a  ftrong 
reinforcement  from  France.  His  Imperial  Majefty, 
thinking  himfelf  unfafe  in  Munich,,  retired  to  Augf- 
burgh:  Marefchal  Seckendorf  retreated  with  the4 
Bavarian  troops  to  Ingoldftadt,  where  he  was  after- 
wards . 
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Boo  K  wards  joined  by  Marefchal  Broglio,  whofe  troops 
^7^-  had  in  this  retreat  been  purfued  and  terribly  haraiied 
'743.  ^y  ^  Auftrian  cavalry  and  hufiars.  Prince  Charles 
had  opened  a  free  communication  with  Munich/ 
which  now  for  the  third  time  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary.  Her  arms  likewife  reduced 
Friedberg  and  Landfperg,  while  Prince  Charles 
continued  to  purfue  the  French  to  Donawert,  where 
they  were  joined  by  twelve  thoufand  men  from  the 
Rhine.  Broglio  (till  avoided  an  engagement,  and 
retreated  before  the  enemy  to  Hailbron.  The  Em- 
peror being  thus  abandoned  by  his  allies,  and  drip- 
ped of  all.  his  dominions,  repaired  to  Franckfort, 
where  he  lived  in  indigence  and  obfeurity.  He  now 
made  advances  towards  an  accommodation  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary.  His  General,  Seckendorf, 
had  an  interview  with  Count  Khevenhuller  at  the 
convent  of  Lowerfconfield,  where  a  convention  was 
figned.  This  treaty  imported,  That  the  Emperor 
ihould  remain  neuter  during  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  war ;  and,  That  his  troops  fhould  be  quar- 
tered in  Franconia :  That  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
fhould  keep  pofleffion  of  Bavaria  till  the  peace  : 
That  Braunau  and  Scarding  fhould  be  delivered  up 
to  the  Aufirians :  That  the  French  garrifort  of  In- 
goldftadt  fhould  be  permitted  to  withdraw,  and  be 
replaced  by  Bavarians;  but  that  the  Auftrian  Ge- 
nerals fhould  be  put  in  pofleffion  of  all  the  artillery, 
magazines,  and  warlike  ftores  belonging  to  the 
French,  which  fhould  be  found  in  the  place.  The 
Governors  of  Egra  and  Ingoldfladt  refufing  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  capitulation,  the  Auftrians  had  recourfe 
to  the  operations  of  war  ;  and  both  places  were  re- 
duced. In  Ingoldfladt  they  found  all  the  Empe- 
ror's domeflick  treafure,  jewels,  plate,  pi£ures, 
cabinets,  and  curiolities,  with  the  archives  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bavaria,  the  moft  valuable  effects  belong- 
ing to  the  nobility  of  that  ele&orate,   a  prodigious 
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train  of  artillery,  and  a  vaft  quantity  of  provifions,C  hap. 
arms  and  ammunition.  vlr« 

$  XXXIX.  The  French  King,  baffled  in  all  thev-^7> 
efforts  he  had  hitherto  made  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Emperor,  ordered  his  minifter  at  Franckfort  to  de- 
liver a  declaration  to  the  diet,  profeffing  himfelf  ex- 
tremely well  pleafed  to  hear  they  intended  to  inter- 
pofe  their  mediation  for  terminating  the  war.  He 
laid,  he  was  no  lefs  fatisfied  with  the  treaty  of  neu- 
trality which  the  Emperor  had  concluded  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  ;  an  event  of  which  he  was  no 
fooner  informed,  than  he  had  ordered  his  troops  to 
return  to  the  frontiers  of  his  dominions,  that  the 
Germahick  body  might  be  convinced  of  his  equity 
and  moderation.  To  this  declaration  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  anfwered  in  a  refcript,  that  the  defign  of 
France  was  to  embarrafs  her  affairs,  and  deprive 
her  of  the  affiftance  of  her  allies  :  that  the  Elector 
of  Bavaria  could  not  be  confidered  as  ia  neutral  party 
in  his  own  caufe  *.  that  the  mediation  of  the  empire 
Gould  only  produce  a  peace  either  with  or  without 
the  concurrence  of  France  :  that  in  the  former  cafe 
no  folid  peace  could  be  expected  ;  in  the  latter,  it 
was  eafy  to  forefee,  that  France  would  pay  no  re- 
gard to  a  peace  in  which  (he  fhould  have  no  con- 
cern. She  affirmed,  that  the  aim  of  the  French 
King  was  folely  to  gain  time  to  repair  his  lofTes, 
that  he  might  afterwards  revive  the  troubles  of  the 
empire.  The  Ele&or  of  Mentz,  who  had  favoured 
the  Emperor,  was  now  dead,  and  his  fucceflbr  in- 
clined to  the  Auftrian  intereft.  He  allowed  this 
refcript  to  be  entered  in  the  journal  of  the  Diet,  to- 
gether with  the  protefls  which  had  been  made  when 
the  vote  of  Bohemia  was  fupprefled  in  the  late  elec- 
tion. The  Emperor  complained  in  a  circular  letter 
of  this  tranfa&ion,  as  a  ftroke  levelled  at  his  Im- 
perial dignity ;  and  it  gave  rife  to  a  warm  difpute 
among  the  members  of  the  Germanick  body.  Seve- 
ral Princes  refented  the  haughty  condu&>  and  began 

to 
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Boo  Kto  be  alarmed  at  the  fucceft  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ; 
H.     while  others  pitied  the  deplorable  fituation  of  the 

^^^Emperor.  The  Kings  of  Great-Britain  and  Pruf- 
fia,  as  Ele&ors  of  Hanover  and  Brandenburgh,  ef- 
poufed  oppofite  fides  in  this  conteft.  His  Pruflian 
Majefty  protected  againft  the  inveftiture  of  the  duchy 
of  Saxe  Lawenburgh,  claimed  by  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  :  he  had  an  interview  with  General  Seckendorf 
at  Anfpach ;  and  was  faid  to  have  privately  vifited 
the  Emperor  at  Franckfort. 

§  XL.  The  troops  which  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  had  aflembled  in  the  Netherlands,  began 
their  march  for  the  Rhine  in  the  latter  end  of  Fe- 
bruary ;  and  in  May  they  encamped  near  Hoech  on 
the  river  Mayne,  under  the  command  of  the  Earl 
of  Stair.  This  nobleman  fent  Major-General  Bland 
to  Franckfort,  with  a  compliment  to  the  Emperor, 
afluring  him,  in  the  name  of  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty,  that  the  refpedl  owing  to  his  dignity  fhould 
not  be  violated,  nor  the  place  of  his  refidence  dif- 
turbed.  Notwithftanding  this  afiiirance,  the  Em- 
peror retired  to  Munich,  though  he  was  afterwards 
compelled  to  return,  by  the  fuccefs  jof  the  Auftrians 
in  Bavaria.  The  French  King,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  junction  of  the  Britifh  forces  with  Prince  Charles 
of  Lorraine,  ordered  the  Marefchal  de  Noailles  to 
afiemble  lixty  thoufand  men  upon  the  Mayne ;  while 
Coigny  was  fent  into  Alface  with  a  numerous  army, 
to  defend  that  province,  and  oppofe  Prince  Charles, 
fhould  he  attempt  to  pais  the  Rhine.  The  Ma- 
refchal de  Noailles,  having  fecured  the  towns  of 
Spire,  Worms,  and  Oppenheim,  pafled  the  Rhine 
in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  pofted  himfelf  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  that  river,  above  Franckfort.  The  Earl 
of  Stair  advanced  towards  him,  and  encamped  at 
Killenbach,  between  the  river  Mayne  and  the  foreft 
of  D'Armftadt :  from  this  fituation  he  made  a  mo- 
tion to  Afchaffenburgh,  with  a  view  to  fecure  the 
navigation  of  the  .Upper  Mayne  j  but  he  was  anti- 
cipated 
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cipated  by  the  enemy,  who  lay  on  the  other  fide  ofc  hap, 
the  rivdr,    a,nd  had  taken  pofleffion  of  the  pofta    VI1- 
above,   fo  as  to  intercept  all  fupplies.    They  werev-*^^"' 
pofted  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  oppoiite  to  the 
Allies,  whofe  camp  they  overlooked;  and  they  found 
means  by  their  parties  and  other  precautions,  to  cut 
off  the  communication  by  water  between  Franck- 
fort  and  the  Confederates.     The  Duke  of  Cumber* 
land  had  already  come  to  make  his  firft  campaign, 
and  his  Majefty  arrived  in  the  camp  on  the  ninth 
day  of  June.     He  found  his  army,   amounting  to 
above  forty  thoufand  men,  in  danger  of  ftarving ; 
he  received  intelligence,    that  a  reinforcement  of 
twelve    thoufand   Hanoverians    and   Hefiians    had 
reached  Hanau ;  and  he  refolved  to  march  thither, 
both  with  a  view  to  effe6t  the  jundtion,  and  to  pro- 
cure provifion  for  his  forces.     With  this  view  he 
decamped  on  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  June.     He 
had  no  fooner  quitted  Aichaffenburgh  than  it  was 
feized  by  the  French  General :  he  had  not  marched 
above  three  leagues,  when  he  perceived  the  enemy, 
to  the  number  of  thirty  thoufand,   had  pafled  the 
river  farther  down,  at  Selingenftadt,  and  were  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle  at  the  village  of  Dettingen,  to 
difpute  his  pafiage.     Thus  he  found  himfef  cooped 
up  in  a  very  dangerous  fituation.     The  enemy  had 
poflefied  themfelves  of  Afchaffenburgh  behind,  fo 
as  to  prevent  his  retreat :  his  troops  were  confined 
in  a  narrow  plain,   bounded  by  hills  and  woods  on 
the  right,  flanked  on  the  left  by  the  river  Mayne, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  which  the  French  had  eredted 
batteries  that  annoyed  the  Allies  on  their  march  :  in 
the  front  a  confiderable  part  of  the  French  army 
was  drawn  up,  with  a  narrow  pafs  before  them,  the 
village  of  Dettingen  on  their  right,  a  wood  on  their 
left,  and  a  morafs  in  the  center.    Thus  environed, 
the  Confederates  muft  either  have  fought  at  a  very 
great  difadvantage,  or  furrendered  themfelves  pri- 
fanejs  of  war,  had  not  the  Duke  d$  Qramont,  who 
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K  commanded    the    enemy,    been   inftigated   by  the 
fpirit  of  madnefs  to  forego  thefe  advantages.     He 
pafled  the  defile,  and  advancing  towards  the  Allies, 
a  battle  enfued.     The  French  horfe  charged  with 
great  impetuofity,  and  fome  regiments  of  Britifh  ca- 
valry were  put  in  diforder :    but  the  infantry  of  the 
Allies  behaved  with  fuch  intrepidity  and  deliberation 
under  the  eye  of  their  Sovereign,  as  foon  determined 
the  fate  of  the  day :  the  French  were  obliged  to  give 
way, 'and  repafs  the  Mayne  with  great  precipitation* 
having  loft  above  five  thoufand  men  killed,  wounded, 
or  taken.     Had  they  been   properly   purfued  be- 
fore they  recolle&ed  themfelves  from  their  firft  con- 
fiifion,   in  all  probability  they  would  have  futfained 
a  total  overthrow.    The  Earl  of  Stair  propofed  that 
a  body  of  cavalry  fhould  be  detached  on  this  fervice; 
but  his  advice  was  over-ruled.     The  lofs  of  the  Al- 
lies in  this  a&ion  amounted  to  two  thoufand  men. 
The  Generals  Clayton  and  Monroy  were  killed :  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,    who  exhibited  uncommon 
proofs  of  courage,  was  fhot  through  the  calf  of  the 
leg :  the  Earl  of  Albermarle,  General  Hufke,   and 
feveral  other  officers  of  diftin&ion,   were  wounded. 
The  King  cxpofed  his  perfon  to  a  fevere  fire  of 'can- 
non  as  well- as  mufquetry  :    he  rode  between  the 
firft  and  fecond  lines  with  his  fword  drawn,    and 
encouraged  the  troops  to  fight  for  the  honour  of 
England.     Immediately  after  the  aftion  he' conti- 
nued his  march  to  Hanau,  where  he  was  joined  by 
the  reinforcement.     The  Earl  of  Stair  fent  a  trum- 
pet to  Marefchal  de  Noailles,  recommending  to  his 
protection  the  lick  and  wounded  that  were  left  on 
the  field  of  battle :    and  thefe  the  French  General 
treated  with  great  care  and  tendernefs.     Such  gene-' 
roiity  foftens  the  rigours  of  war,   and  does  honour 
to  humanity. 

$  XLI.  The  two  armies  Continued  on  different 
fides  of  the  river  till  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  when 
the    French    General   receiving "  intelligence    that* 
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Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  had  approached  thecHAr, 
Xcckar,  he  fuddenly  retired,  and  repafled  the  Rhine  v**- 
between  Worms  and  Oppenheim.  The  King  of  ^C1 
Great-Britain  was  vifited  by  Prince  Charles  and 
Count  Khevenhuller  at  Hanau,  where  the  futuue 
operations  of  the  campaign  were  regulated.  On  the 
twent) -feventh  day  of  Augult,  the  allied  army  pat 
fed  the  Rhine  at  Mentz,  and  the  King  fixed  his  head- 
quarters in  the  epifcopal  palace  at  Worms,  Here 
the  forces  lay  encamped  till  the  latter  end  of  Sep- 
tember, when  they  advanced  to  Spire,  where  they 
were  joined  by  twenty  thoufand  Dutch  auxiliaries 
from  the  Netherlands.  Marefchal  Noailles  having 
retreated  into  Upper  Alface,  the  Allies  took  poflel- 
fion  of  Germerfheim,  and  demolifhed  the  entrench^ 
ments  which  the  enemy  had  raifed  on  the  Qucich; 
then  they  returned  to  Mentz,  and  in  Oflober  were 
diflributed  .  into  winter-quarters,  after  an  inactive 
campaign  that  redounded  very  litde  to  the  honour 
of  thofe  by  whom  the  motions  of  the  army  were  con- 
ducted. In  September  a  treaty  had  been  conclu- 
ded at  Worms  between  his  Britannick  Majefly, 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 
She  engaged  to  maintain  thirty  thoufand  men  in 
Italy :  the  King  of  Sardinia  obliged  himfelf  to  em- 
ploy forty  thoufand  infantry  and  five  thoufand  horfe, 
in  confideration  of  his  commanding  the  combined 
army,  and  receiving  an  annual  fubfidy  of  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  from  Great-Britain.  As  a 
further  gratification,  the  Queen  yielded  to  him  the 
city  of  Placentia,  with  feveral  difir]6ls  in  the  duchy 
of  Pavi,  and  in  the  Novarefe  :  and  all  her  right  and 
pretentions  to  Final,  at  prefent  poflefled  by  the  re- 
publick  of  Genoa,  which  they  hoped  would  give 
it  up,  on  being  repaid  the  purchafe-money,  amount- 
ing to  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  This  fum 
the  King  of  England  promiied  to  difburfe;  and 
moreover  to  maintain  a  ftrong,  fquadron  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, the  Commander  of  which  fliould  adl  in 
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BooKconcert  with  his  Sardinian  Majefty.     Finally,    tli<? 

.J*^.  contracting  powers  agreed,  that  Final  fhould  he 
I74J.  constituted  a  free  port,  like  that  of  Leghorn.  No- 
thing could  be  more  unjuft  than  this  treaty,  by 
which  the  Genoefe  were  negociated  out  of  their  pro- 
perty. They  had  purchafed  the  marquifate  of  Fi- 
nal of  the  late  Emperor  for  a'  valuable  confideration, 
and  the  purchafe  had  been  guaranteed  by  Great- 
Britain.  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  expelled  that 
they  would  part  with  this  acquifition  to  a  Prince 
whofe  power  they  thought  already  too  formidable  ; 
efpecially,  on  condition  of  its  being  made  a  free 
port,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  own  commerce.  They 
prefented  remonflrances  againft  this  article,  by  their 
miniftera  at  the  Courts  of  London,  Vienna,  and 
Turin  ;  and,  as  very  little  regard  was  paid  to  their 
.reprefentations,  they  threw  themfelves  into  the  arms 
of  France  and  Spain  for  protection. 

^  XLII.  After  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  Colonel 
Mentzel,  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  irregulars 
belonging  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  Lorraine,  part  of  which  they  ravaged 
without  mercy.  In  September  Prince  Charles, 
with  the  Auftrian  army,  entered  the  Brifgaw,  and 
attempted  to  pafs  the  Rhine  ;  but  Marefchal  Coigny 
had  taken  fuch  precautions  for  guarding  it  on  the 
other  fide,  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  dc- 
fign,  and  marching  back  into  the  Upper  Palati- 
nate, quartered  his  troops  in  that  country,  and  in 
Bavaria.  By  this  time  the  Earl  of  Stair  had  foli- 
cited  and  obtained  -leave  to  refign  his  command. 
He  had  for  fome  time  thought  himfelf  negle6ted ; 
and  was  unwilling  that  his  reputation  fliould  fuffer 
on  account  of  meafures  in  which  he  had  no  concern. 
In  Oftober  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  returned  to 
Hanover,  and  the  army  feparated.  The  troops  in 
Britifh  pay  marched  back  to  the  Netherlands,  and 
the  reft  took  their  route  to  their  refpedtive  countries. 
The  States-General  ftill  wavered  between  their  own 
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immediate  intereft  and  their  defire  to  fupport  thee  ha  ft 
Houfe  of  Auftria.     At  length,  however,  they  fup-    vil 
plied  her  with  a  fubiidy,  and  ordered  twenty  thou-^^7*^ 
land  men  to  march  to  her  affiftance,  nqtwithdand- 
ing  the  intrigues  of  the  Marquis  de  Feneloh,  the 
French  Ambaflador  at  the  Hague,  and  the  decla- 
ration of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  who  difapproved  of 
this  meafure,  and  refufed  them  a  paflage  through  his 
territories  to  the  Rhine. 

$  XLIII.  Sweden  was  filled  with  difcontents,  and 
divided  into  factions.      The  Generals  Bodenbrock 
and  Lewenhaupt  were  beheaded,  having  been  facri- 
ficed  as  fcape-goats  for  the  miniftry.     Some  unfuc- 
cefsful  efforts  by  fea  and  land  were  made  againft 
the  Ruffians.    At  laft  the  peace  of  Abo  was  con- 
cluded ;  and  the  Duke  of  HoUiein-Utin,  uncle  to 
the  fucceflbr  of  the  Ruffian  throne,  was  chofen  as 
next  heir  to  the  crown  of  Sweden.     A  party  had 
been  formed  in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Denmark ; 
and  the  order  of  the  peafants  adlually  eledled  him  as 
fucceflbr.     The  debates  in  the  college  of  nobles  rofc   , 
to  a  very  dangerous  degree  of  animofity,  ahd  were 
appeafed  by  an  harangue  in  Swedifh  verfe,  which 
one  of   the    fenators    pronounced.      The  peafants 
yielded  the  point,  and  the  fucceffion  was  fettled  on 
the  Duke  of   Holftein.      Denmark,    inftigated  by 
French  councils,    began  to  make  preparations  of 
war  againft  Sweden  :  but  a  body  of  Ruffian  auxilia- 
ries arriving  in  that  kingdom,  under  the  command, 
of  General  Keith,    and  the   Czarina  declaring   (he 
would  aflift  the  Swedes  with  her  whole  force,  the. 
King  of  Denmark  thought  proper  to  difarrn.     It  had 
been  an  old  maxim  of  French  policy  to  embroil 
the  courts  of  the  North,  that  they  might  be  too 
much  employed  at  home  to  intermeddle  in  the  affairs 
of  Germany,  while  France  was  at  war  with  the  Houfc 
of  Auftria.     The  good  underftanding  between  the 
Czarina  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  at  this  pe-* 
rioddeftroyed,  in  confequence  of  a  confpiracy  which  . 

had 
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Khad  been  formed  by  fome  perfons  of  diftirifiion  a! 
the  Court  of  Peterfburgh,  for  removing  the  Emprefe 
Elizabeth,  and  recalling  the  Princefs  Anne  to  the 
adminiftration.  This  defign  being  difcovered,  the 
principal  confpirators  were  corporally  punilhed,  and 
,  lent  in  exile  to  Siberia.  The  Marquis  de  Botta,  the 
Auftrian  Minifter,  who  had  refided  at  the  Court  of 
the  Czarina,  was  fufpe&ed  of  having  been  concerned 
in  the  plot ;  though  the  grounds  of  this  fufpicion 
did  not  appear  until  after  he  was  recalled,  and  fent 
as  Ambailador  to  the  Court  of  Berlin.  The  Em- 
prefs  demanded  fatisfadlion  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, who  appointed  commiffioners  to  inquire  into 
his  condu6l,  and  he  was  acquitted  :  but  the  Czarina 
was  not  at  all  fatisfied  of  his  innocence.  In  Fe- 
bruary a  defenfive  treaty  of  alliance  was  concluded 
between  this  Princefs  and  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain. 

^  XLIV.  By  this  time  France  was  deprived  of  her 
ableft  minifter,  in  the  death  of  the  Cardial  de  Fleu- 
ry,  who  had  for  many  years  managed  the  affairs  of 
tnat  kingdom.  He  is  tfaid  to  have  poileflcd  a  lively 
genius,  and  an  inlinuating  addrefs  ;  to  have  been  re- 
gular in  his. deportment,  and  moderate  in  his  difpo- 
fition  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  has  been  branded  as 
deceitful/  diflembling  and  vindicative.  His  fcheme 
of  politicks  was  altogether  pacifick  :  he  endeavoured 
%o  accomplifti  his  purpofes  by  railing  and  fomenting 
intrigues  at  foreign  courts  :  he  did  not  feem  to  pay 
much  regard  to  the  military  glory  of  France  :  and 
he  too  much  negle6led  the  naval  power  of  that  king- 
dom. Since  Broglio  was  driven  out  of  Germany, 
the  French  Court  affe6led  uncommon  moderation. 
They  pretended  that  their  troops  had  only  a<fted  as 
auxiliaries  while  they  remained  in  the  Empire ;  being, 
however,  apprehenfive  of  an  irruption  into  their  own 
dominions,  they  declared,  that  thofe  troops  were  no 
longer  to  be  confidered  in  that  light,  but  as  fubjetSls 
a&ing  in  the  fervice  of  France.    The  campaign  in 
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Jtaty  proved  unfavourable  to  the  Spaniards.    In  the  C  H  A  P, 
beginning  of  February   Count  Gages,   who  com-^^*^, 
manded  the  Spanifli  army  in  the  Bolognefe,  amount-     1743. 
ing  to  four-and-twenty  thoufand  men,  pafled  the 
Penaro,  and  advanced  to  Campo-Santo,  where  he 
encountered  the  Imperial  and  Piedmontefe  forces, 
commanded  by  the  Counts  Traun  and  Afpremont. 
The  ftrength  of  the  two  armies  was  nearly  equal. 
The  a&ion  was  obftinate  and  bloody,  though  inde- 
cifive.     The  Spaniards  loft  about  four  thoufand  men 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken.     The  damage  fuilained 
by  the  Confederates  was  not  quite  fo  great.     Some 
cannon  and  colours  were  taken  on  both  fides  ;  and 
each  claimed  the  vidtory.     Count  Gages  repafled 
the  Penaro  ;  retreated  fuddenly  from  Bologna ;  and 
marched  to  Rimini  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  State,  where 
he  fortified  his  camp  in  an  advantageous  fituation, 
after  having  fuffered  feverely  by  delation.     Count 
Traun  remained  ina6Hve  in  the  Modenefe  till  Sep- 
tember, when   he  refigned  his  command  to  Prince 
Lobkowitz.     This  General  entered  the  Bolognefe  in 
October,  and  then  advanced  towards  Count  Gages, 
who,  with  his  forces,  now  reduced  to  feven  thou- 
fend,  retreated  to  Fano ;  but  afterwards  took  po£ 
feffion  of  Pefaro,  and  fortified  all  the  pafies  of  the 
river  Foglia.    The  feafon  was  far  advanced  before 
the  Spanifli  troops,  commanded  by  Don  Philip,  in 
Savoy,  entered  upon  action.     In  all  probability,  the 
Courts  of  Verfailles  and   Madrid  carried  on  fome 
private  negociation  with  the  King  of  Sardinia.     This 
expedient  failing,  Don  Philip  decamped  from  Cham- 
berri  in  the  latter  end  of   Auguft,    and  defiling 
through  Dauphine  towards  Briancon,  was  joined  by 
the  Prince  of  Conti,  at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand 
French  auxiliaries.     Thus  reinforced,   he  attacked 
the  Piedmontefe  lines  at  Chateau-Dauphin^ ;  but 
was  repulfed  in  feveral  attempts,   and  obliged  to 
retreat  with  coniiderable  lofs.    The  French  efta- 
blifhed  their  winter-quarters  in  Dauphine  and  Pro 
vol.  hi.  I  vence : 


tU  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

90  OKvence;  and  the  Spaniards  maintained  their  footing 
•f^*     in  Savoy. 

jy43#  $  XLV.  The  Britifh  fleet,  commanded  by  Admi- 
ral Matthews,  over-awed  all  the  States  that  bordered 
on  the  Mediterranean*  This  officer,  about  the  end 
of  June,  underftanding  that  fourteen  xebecks*  laden 
with  artillery  and  ammunition  for  the  Spanifh  army, 
had  arrived  at  Genoa,  failed  thither  from  the  road 
of  Hieres,  and  demanded  of  the  republick  that 
they  would  either  oblige  thefe  veflels  with  the  {lores 
to  quit  their  harbour,  or  fequefter  their  lading  until 
a  general  peace  fhould  be  efiablifhed.  After  fome 
difpute,  it  was  agreed  that  the  cannon  and  (lores 
lhould  be  depofited  in  the  caftle  of  Bonifacio,  fituated 
on  a  rock  at  the  fouth  end  of  Corfica ;  and  that  the 
xebfccks  lhould  have  leave  to  retire  without  taolefta- 
tion.  The  Corficans  had  fome  years  before  revolted, 
and  lhaken  off  the  dominion  of  the  Genoefe,  under 
which  their  ifland  had  remained  for  many  centuries. 
They  found  themfelves  opprefled,  and  refolved  to 
aflert  their  freedom.  They  conferred  the  fovereign 
authorty  on  a  German  adventurer,  who  was  folemnly 
'  proclaimed  by  the  name  of  King  Theodore*  He 
had  fupplied  them  with  fome  arms  and  ammunition, 
which  he  had  .  brought  from  Tunis ;  and  araufed 
them  with  promifes  of  being  affifted  by  foreign 
Powers  in  retrieving  their  independency :  but  as 
thefe  promifes  were  not  performed,  they  treated  him 
fo  roughly,  that  he  had  thought  proper  to  quit  the 
ifland,  and  they  fubmitted  again  to  their  old  mailers. 
The  troubles  of  Corfica.  were  now  revived.  Theo- 
dore revilited  his  kingdom,  and  was  recognized  by 
the  principal^  chiefs  of  the  ifland.  He  pubKihed  a 
manifcilo  :  he.  granted  a  general  pardon  to  all  hi* 
fubjecits  who  lhould  return  to  their  obedience  :  he 
pretended  to-  be  countenanced  and  fupported  by  the 
King  of  Great-Britain  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 
He  was  ..certainly  thought  a  proper  inftrument  to 
perplex  and  harafs  the  Genoefe,  and  fupplied  at 
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this  jun&ure  with  a  fum  of  money  to  purch  afe  armsc  hap. 
for  the  Cotficans  :  but  a  change  foon  happened  mi    V*L  f 
the  Britifh  miniftry,  and  then  he  was  fuffered  to  re-  ^7+3 
lapfe  into  his  original  obfeurity.     Admiral  Matthews, 
though  he  did  not  undertake  any  expedition  of  im- 
portance againft  the  maritime  towns  of  Spain,  con- 
tinued to  ailert  the  Britifli  empire  at  fea  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Mediterranean.    The  Spanifh 
army  under  Don  Philip  was  no  fooner  in  motion, 
than  the  Englifli  Admiral  ordered  fome  troops  and 
cannon  to  be  difembarked  for  the  fecurity  of  Villa- 
Pranca.     Some  ftores  having  been  landed  at  Civita- 
Vecchia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Spanifh  forces  under 
Count  Gages,  Matthews  interpreted  this  tranfa&ion 
into  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  which  the  Pope  had 
profefled  ;  and  fent  thither  a  fquadron  to  bombard 
the  place.    The  city  of  Rome  was  filled  with  con- 
fternation  ;  and  the  Pope  had  recourfe  to  the  good 
offices  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  Enghfh  fquadron  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw.   The  Captains  of  fingle  cruifing  (hips,  by  their 
aftivity  and  vigilance,  wholly  interrupted  the  com- 
merce of  Spain ;  cannonaded  and  burned  fome  towns 
on  the  fea-fide ;  and  kept  the  whole  coaft  in  conti- 
nual alarm.9 

*  In  May  a  dreadful  plague  broke  out  at  Meflina  in  Sicily.  It  was 
imported  in  cotton  and  other  commodities  brought  from  the  Morea  ; 
and  fwept  off  fiich  a  multitude  of  people,  that  the  city  was  ilmoft 
depopulated  <  all  the  galley  (laves,  who  were  employed  in  burying 
the  dead  peri  (bed  by  the  contagion  *  and  ttjis  was  the  fate  of  many 
pneih  .and  monks  who  adminiftered  to  tbofe  who  were  infected. 
The  dead  bodies  lay  in  heaps  in  the  Areets,  corrupting  the  air,  and 
adding  frefti  fuel  to  the  rage  of  the  peftilence.  Numbers  died  rat* 
fcrably,  for  want  of  proper  attendance  and  neceffaries  $  and  all  was 
horror  and  defolation*  At  the  beginning  of  winter  it  ceafed,  after 
having  deftroyed  near  fifty  thoufand  inhabitants  of  Meflina,  and  of 
the  garrifons  in  the  citadel  and  cattle.  It  was  prevented  from 
jpreading  in  Sicily  by  a  ftrong  barricado  drawn  from  Melaxzo  to 
Taormina;  but  it  was  conveyed  to  Reggio  in  Calabria,  by  the  ava- 
rice of  a  broker  of  that  place,  who  bought  fome  goods  at  Meflina. 
TtwKing  of  Naples  immediately  ordered  lines  to  be  formed,  toge- 
ther with  a  chain  of  troops  which  cut  eff  all  communication  be- 
tween that  place  and  the  reft  of  the  continent. 

1 2  $  XLVI. 
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K  §  XLVI.  In  the  Weft-Indies  fome  unfuccefsfuJ 
efforts  were  made  by  an  Englifh  fquadron,  com- 
manded by  Commodore  Knowles.  He  attacked 
La  Guiera  on  the  coaft  of  Carraccas,  in  the  month 
of  February  ;  but  mot  with  fuch  a  warm  reception, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  defift,  and  make  the  beft  of 
his  way  for  the  Dutch  ifland  Curacoa,  where  he 
repaired  the  damage  he  had  fuftained.  His  (hips 
being  refitted,  he  made  another  attempt  upon  Porto 
Cavallo  in  April,  which  like  the  former  mifcarried. 
Twelve  hundred  marines  being  landed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  place,  were  feized  with  fuch  a  pa- 
nick,  that  it  was  found  neceflary  to  reimbark  them 
without  delay.  Then  the  Commodore  abandoned 
the  enterprize,  and  failed  back  to  his  ftation  at  the 
Leeward  Iflands,  without  having  added  much  to  his 
reputation,  either  as  to  condu6t  or  refolution.  On 
the  continent  of  America  the  operations  of  the  war 
were  very  inconfiderable.  General  Oglethorpe  having 
received  intelligence,  that  the  Spaniards  prepared  for 
another  invafion  from  St  Auguftine,  aflembled  a 
body  of  Indians,  as  a  reinforcement  to  part  of  his 
own  regiment,  with  the  Highlanders  and  Rangers, 
and  in  the  fpring  began  his  march,  in  order  to  anti- 
cipate the  enemy.  He  encamped  for  fome  time  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Auguftine,  by  way  of  a 
defiance  :  but  they  did  not  think  proper  to  hazard  an 
engagement ;  and  as  he  was'  in  no  condition  to  un- 
dertake a  liege,  he  returned  to  Georgia.  In  Octo- 
ber the  Princefs  Louifa,  youngeft  daughter  of  his 
Britannick  Majefty,  was  married  by  proxy,  at  Ha- 
nover, to  the  Prince-Royal  of  Denmark,  who  met 
her  at  Altena,  and  qonductad  her  to  Copenhagen. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 


\  I.  Debate  in  Parliament  againft  the  Hanoverian  troops* 
$  II.  Supplies  granted.  §  III.  Proje&ed  invafion 
of  Great-Britain.  $  IV.  A  French  fquadron  fails 
up  the  Englifh  channel.  ^  V.  The  kingdom  is  put  in 
a  pojture  of  defence.  ^  VI.  The  defign  of  the 
French  defeated.  War  betwet  n  France  arid  England. 
§  VII.  Bill  againft  thofe  whofhould  correfpond  with 
the  fens  of  the  Pretender.  ^  VIII.  Naval  engage- 
ment off  Toulon.  §  IX.  Advances  towards  peace 
made  by  the  Emperor.     ^  X-  Treaty  of  Franc/fort. 

tXI.  Progrefs  of  the  French  King  in  the  Nether- 
nds.     $  XII.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  paffes 
the  Rhine.     $  XIII.  The  King  of  PruJJia  makes  an 
irruttion  into  Bohemia.     ^  XIV.  Campaign  in  Ba- 
varta  and  Flanders.     $  XV.  The  King  of  Naples 
joins  Count  Gages  in  Italy.    §  XVI.  Battle  of  (Jo?ii. 
^  XVII.  Return  of  Commodore  Anfon.     Sir  John 
BaUhen  perijhes  atfea.     §  XVIII.   Revolution  in 
the  Britijh  Mmifiry.   Seffion of  Parliament.    $XIX. 
Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VII.  Accommodation 
between  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  young  Ele£lor 
of  Bavaria,    k  XX.  The  King  of  Pruffia  gains  two 
fuccefjive  battles  at  Friedberg  and  Sohr,   otter  the 
Auftrian  and  Saxon  forces.    ^  XXI.  Treaty  ofDref 
den.    The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  ele&ed  Emperor  of 
Germany.    §  XXII.  The  Allies  are  defeated  at  Fon- 
tenoy.     $  XXIII .  The  King  of  Sardinia  is  ahioft 
ftripped  of  his  dominions.     \  XXIV    The  Englijh 
forces  take  Cape  Breton.    §  XXV.  The  importance 
of  this  conqueft.     §  XXVI.  Projeft  of  an  irifur- 
reOion  in  Great-Britain.     §  XXVII.  The  eldeftfon 
of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  lands  in  Scotland. 
5  XXVIII.  Takes pojfejjion  of  Edinlmrgh.  §XXIX. 
Defeats  Sir  John  Cope  at  Preflon-Pans.     $  XXX. 
Efforts  of  the  ffiends  of  government  in  Scotland. 

$XXXI. 
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^XXXI.  Precautions  taken  in  England.  §  XXXII. 
'The  Prince  Pretender  reduces  Caru/le,  and  penetrates 
as  far  as  Derby.  Confiemation  of  the  Londoners. 
^  XXXIII.  The  rebels  retreat  into  Scotland* 
j  $  XXXIV.  They  invejf  the  cafih  ef  Stirling. 
$  XXXV.  The  King's  troops  imder  Hawley  are 
-worfted  at  Falkirk.  $  XXXVI.  The  Duke  of 
Cumberland  ajfumes  the  command  of  the  forces  in 
Scotland.  §  XXXVII.  The  rebels  undertake  the 
fiege  of  Fort  William. 

Book^I,  rpHE  difcontents  of  England  were  artfully 
\^l^j  inflamed   by  anti-minifterial  writers,    who 

j 743.  fiot  onty  exaggerated  the  burthens  of  the  people, 
and  drew  frightful  pictures  of  the.diftrefs  and  mifery 
which,  they  faid,  impended  over  the  nation,  but 
alfo  employed  the  arts  of  calumny  and  mifreprefcn- 
tation,  to  excite  a  jealoufy  and  national  quarrel  ber 
tween  the  Englifh  and  Hanoverians.  They  affirmed 
that  in  the  laft  campaign  the  Britifh  General  had 
been  negle&ed  and  defpifed  ;  while  the  councils  of 
foreign  officers,  greatly  inferior  to  him  in  capacity, 
quality,  and  reputation,  had  been  followed,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  common  caufe;  that  the  Britifh 
troops  fuftained  daily  infults  from  their  own  merce- 
naries, who  were  indulged  with  particular  marks  of 
Royal  favour :  that  the  Sovereign  himfelf  appeared 
at  Dettingen  in  a  Hanoverian  Tcarf ;  and  that  his 
electoral  troops  were  of  very  little  fervica  in  that 
engagement.  Though  th*  moft  material  of  thefe 
aflertions  were  certainly  falfe,  they  made  a  ftrong 
impreffion  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  already  irri- 
tated by  the  enormous  expence  of  a  continental  war 
maintained  for  the  intereft  of  Germany.  When  the 
Parliament  met  in  the  beginning  of  December,  a 
motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  by  the  Barl 
of  Sandwich,  for  an  addrefs,  befeeching  his  Majefty 
•to  difcontinue  the  Hanoverian  troops  in  Britifh  pay, 
in  order  to  remove  the  popular  difconteat,  and  Rop 
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the  murmurs  of  the  Englifh  troops  abroad.  Hcqhap, 
was  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  oi  vm- 
Chefterfieid,  and  all  thfe  leaders  in  tho  oppofitiojiy^^^ 
who  did  not  fail  to  enumerate,  and  infill  upon  all  the 
circumftaaces  we  have  mentioned.  They  moreover 
obferved,  that  better  troops  might  be  hired  at  a' 
fmallcr  expence  :  that  it  Would  be  a  vain  and  endlefs> 
tafk  toexhauft  the  national  treafure*  in  enriching  a 
hungry  and  barren  ele&orate ;  that  the  popular  dif- 
fatisfa&ion  againft  thefe  mercenaries  was  fo  general, 
and  raifed  to  fuch  violence,  as  nothing  but  their  dii- 
miffion  could  appeafe :  that  if  fuch  hirelings  fhouid 
be  thus  continued  fjx>m.  year  to  year,  jhey  might  a$ 
laft  become  a  burthen -entailed  upon  the  nation,  andf 
be  made  fubferaent,  wider  forae  ambitious  Pripqe* 
to  purpofes  deftru&ive  Qf  Britifh  hberty.  Thefe 
were-  the  fuggeftions  of  fplcen  and  animosity :  for, 
granting  the  neceffity,of  aland  war,  the  Hanove- 
rians were  the  moft  natural  allies-  and  auxiliaries 
which  Great-Britain  could  engage  and  employ*  How; 
infolent  foever  fome  few  individual  Generals  of  that 
sledtorate  might  have  been  in  their  private  deport- 
ment, certain  it  is,  their  troops  behaved  with  great 
fobriety,  difciplinfe,  and  decorum;  and  in  the  day 
of  battle  did  their  duty  with  as  much  courage  and, 
alacrity  as  any  body  of  men  ever  difplayed  on  the 
bkt  occafion.  The  motion  was  rejected  by  the  ma- 
jority; but,  when  the  term  foe  keeping  them  in  the 
Britifh  pay  was  nearly  expired,  and  the  eftimates  for 
their  being  continued  the  entiling  year  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  renewed  his 
motion.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  as  Speaker  of  tho 
Houfe,  interpofing,  declared,  that  by  their  rules  a 
queftion  once  rejected  could  not  be  revived  during 
die  lame  feflion.  A  debate  enfued,  and  the  fecond 
motion  was  over-ruled.  The  Hanoverian  troops 
were  voted  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons:  neverthcle^ 
the  lame  nobleman  moved  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  that 
the  continuing  fixteen  thoufand  Hanoverians  in  Bri- 
tish 
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Boo  Ktifli'  pay  was  prejudicial  to  his  Majefly's  true  intereft, 
^^Jl,  ufelefs  to  the  common  caufe,  and  dangerous  to  the 
,743.  welfare  and  tranquillity  of  the  nation.  He  was  fe- 
conded  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  had  re- 
figned  his  commiffion  in  difguft ;  and  the  propofal 
gave  birth  to  another  warm  difpute :  but  victory  de- 
clared, as  ufual,  for  the  miniftry. 

$  II.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  they  fuftained 
divers  attacks.  A  motion  was  made  for  laying  a 
duty  of  eight  (hillings  in  the  pound  on  all  places  and 
penfions.  Mr.  Grenville  moved  for  an  addrefs,  to 
befeech  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  not  engage  the 
Britifh  nation  any  further  in  the  war  on  the  conti- 
nent, without  the  concurrence  of  the  States-General 
on  certain  ftipulated  proportions  of  force  and  ex- 
pence,  as  in  the  late  war.  Thefe  propofals  begat 
vigorous  debates,  in  which  the  country  party  were 
always  foiled  by  dint  of  fuperior  numbers.  Such 
was  the  credit  and  influence  of  the  Miniftry  in  Par- 
liament, that  although  the  national  debt  was  in- 
creafed  by  above  fix  millions  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  the  commons  indulged  them  with 
an  enormous  fum  for  the  expence  of  the  enfuing 
year.  The  grants  ipecified  in  the  votes  amounted 
to  fix  millions  and  a  half :  to  this  fum  were  added 
three  millions  and  a  half  paid  to  the  finking- fiind 
in  perpetual  taxes  ;  fo  that  this  year's  expence  rofe 
to  ten  millions.  The  funds  eftabhfhed  for  the  annual 
charge  were  the  land  and  malt  taxes  s  one  million 
paid  by  the  Eaft-India  Company  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by 
annuities,  one  million  from  the  iinking-fund,  iix- 
and-thirty  thoufand  pounds  from  the  coinage,  and 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery;  an  expe- 
dient which  for  fome  time  had  been  annually  re- 
peated ;  and  which,  in  a  great  meafure,  contributed 
to  debauch  the  morals  of  the  publick,  by  intro- 
ducing a  fpirit  of  gaming,  deftru&iv$  of  all  induftry 
and  virtue.     *   - 
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-  ^rlH.  Th*  dtffenfions  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  c  H  A  p 
were  fuddenly  iufpended  by  an  event  that  feemed  to    viu. 
unite  both  parties  in  the  profecution  of  the  fame^^^v-^ 
roeafures*    This  was  the  intelligence  of  an  intended    ,74s* 
invafion.     By  the  parliamentary  difpuies,   the  loud 
clamours,  and  the  general  diftatisfa&ion  of  the  people 
in  Great-Britain,    the  French   miniftry  were  per- 
fttaded  that  the  nation  was  ripe  for  a  revolt.    This 
belief  was  corroborated  by  the  aflertions  of  their 
emiflaries  in  different  parts  of   Great-Britain  and 
Ireland.   Thefe  were  Papifts  and  Jacobites  of  ftrong 
prejudices  and  warm  imaginations,  who  faw  tilings 
through  the  medium  of  paffion  and  party,  and  fpoke 
rather  from  extravagant  zeal  than  from  fober  con- 
vi&ion.     They  gave  the  Court  of  Vetfailles  to  un- 
derftand,  that  if  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  or  his 
eldeft  fon,    Charles  Edward,  fhould  appear  at  the 
head  of  a  French  army  in  Great-Britain,  a  revolu- 
tion would  infiantly  follow  in  his  favour. .  This  inti- 
mation was  agreeable  to  Cardinal  de  Tencin,  who, 
fince  the  death  of  Fleury,  had  borne  a  ihare  in  the 
adminiffaation  of  France.    He  was  of  a  violent  ea- 
terprifing  temper.    He  had  been  recommended  to 
the  purple  by  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  and  was 
fecmingly  attached  to  the  Stuart  family.    His  am- 
bition was  flattered  with  the  profpeft  of  giving  a 
King  to  Great-Britain ;  of  performing  fuch  eminent 
fervice  to  his  be&e&£tor,   and  of  reftoring  to  the: 
throne  of  their  anceftors  a  family  connected  by  the. 
ties  of  blood  with  all  the  greateft  Princes  of  Europe. 
The  Miniftry  of  France  forefaw,  that  even  if  this 
aim  fhould  mifcarry,  a  defcent  upon  Great-Britain 
would  make  a  confiderable  diverfion  from  the  conti- 
nent in  favour  pf  France,  and  embroil  and  embar- 
rafc  his  Britannick  Majefty,  who  was  the  chief  fup- 
port  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,    and  all  its  allies. 
Actuated  by  thefe  motives,  he  concerted  meafures 
with  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  at  Rome,    who 
being  too  much  advanced  in.  years  to  engage  per* 

fonally 
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boo  K^onally  in  fuch  an  expedition,   agreed  to  delegate 
U-      his  pretentions  and  authority  to  his  fen  Charles,  a 

^^^^youth  of  pronrifing  talents,  lage,  fearer,  brave,  and 
,w*  enterprifing,  amiable  in  his  perfon,  grave,  and  even 
ifcferved  in  his  deportment.  He  aj>proved  himfelf 
in  the  fequel  compofed  and  moderate  in  faccefc,  won- 
derfully  firm  in  adverfity ;  and  though  tenderly 
nurfed  in  all  the  delights  of  an  effeminate  country, 
and  gentle  climate,  patient  almoft  beyond  belief  of 
cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue.  Such  was  the  adventurer 
now  deftined  to  fill  the  hope  which  the  French 
miniftry  had  conceived,  from  the  projected  invafion 
of  Great-Britain. 

$  IV.  Count  Saxe  was  appointed  by  the  French 
King  commander  of  the  troops  defigned  for  this  ex- 
pedition, which  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  men. 
They  began  their  march  to  Picardy,  and  a  great 
number  of  veflels  was  afiembled  for  their  embarka- 
tion at  Dunkirk,  Calais,  and  Boulogn*  It  was  de- 
termined  that  they  fhould  be  landed  in  Kent,  under 
convoy  of  a  ftrong  fquadron  equipped  at  Brefi,  and 
commanded  by  Monfieur  de  Roquefeuille,  an  officer 
of  experience  and  capacity.  The  Chevalier  de  St, 
George  is  faid  to  have  required  the  perfonal  fervice 
of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  excufed  himfelf  on 
account  of  his  advanced  age?  be  that  as  it  will, 
Prince  Charles  departed  from  Home  about  the  end* 
of  December^  in  the  d^uife  of  a  Spanilh  courier, 
attended  by  one  fervant  only,  and  ntmifhed  witfe 
,  paffports  by  Cardinal  Aquaviva,  He  travelled 
through  Tufcany  to  Genoa,  from  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Savona,  where  he  embaeked  for  Antibes, 
and  profecuting  his  journey  to  Paris,  was  indulged 
with  a  private  audience  of  the  French  King  :  then 
he  fet  out  incognita  for  the  coaft  of  Picardy.  The 
Britifh  Miniftry  being  apprifed  of  his  arrival  in 
France,  at  once  comprehended  the  deftination  of  the 
armaments  prepared  at  Bred  and  Boulogn.  Mr. 
Thomplon,  the  Engltfh  refident  at  Paris,  received 

orders 


GEORGE    II*  123 

orders  to  make  a  Tcmonftrancc  to  the  French  mi-CHAP. 
niftry,  on  the  violation  of  thofe  treaties-  by  which  ViU- 
the  Pretender  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  wasV-g^£7"/ 
excluded  from  the  territories  of  France.  But  he 
was  given  to  underftand,  that  his  Moil  Chrifldari 
Majefty  would  not  explain  hirafeif  on  that  fubje&, 
until  the  King  of  England  fhould  have  given  fatis- 
faction  on  the  repeated  complaints  which  had  been 
made  to  him,  touching  the  infra&ions  of  thofe 
very  treaties  which  had  been  fo  often  violated 
by  his  orders.  In  the  month  of  January,  M. 
de  Roquefeuille  failed  from  Breft,  directing  his 
courfe  up  the  Englifh  channel  with  twenty  (hips 
of  war.  They  were  immediately  difcovered  by 
an  Englifh  cruifer,  which  ran  into  Plymouth ;  and 
the  intelligence  was  conveyed  by  land  to  the 
board  of  Admiralty.  Sir  John  Norris  was  forthwith 
ordered  to  take  the  command  of  the  fquadron  at 
Spithead,  with  which  he  failed  round  to  the  Downs, 
where  he  was  joined  by  fome  fhips  of  the  line  from 
Chatham,  and  then  he  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
a  fquadron  confidently  ftrohger  than  that  of  the 
enemy. 

$  V.  Several  regiments  marched  to  the  fouthern 
coaft  of  England :  all  Governors  and  Commanders 
were  ordered  to  repair  immediately  to  their  refpec- 
tire  nofts ;  the  forts  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames 
and  Medway  were  put  in  a  poftore  of  defence ;.  and 
directions  were  iflued  to  afiemble  the  Kentifh  mili- 
tia, fo  defend  the  coaft  in  cafe  of  an  invalion.  On  the 
fifteenth  day  of  February,  the  King  fent  a  meflage 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  intimating  the  arri- 
val of  the  Pretender's  fon  in  France,  the  prepara- 
tions at  Dunkirk,  and  the  appearance  of  a  French 
fleet  in  the  Englifh  channel.  They  joined  in  an 
addrefs,  declaring  their  indignation  and  abhorrence 
of  the  defign  formed  in  favour  of  a  Popifli  Preten- 
der;  and  alluring  his  Majefty,  that  they  would, 

with 


m  HISTORY  OF   ENGLAND. 

B06K with  the  warmeft  zeal  and  unanimity,    take  fueH 
"•      meafures  as  would  enable  him  to  fruftrate  and  defeat 

s^^£o  defperate  and  infolcnt  an  attempt.  Addrefles 
of  the  fame.kind  were  prefented  by  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, both  Univerfities,  the  principal  towns  of  Great- 
Britain,  the  Ckrgy,  the  Diifenting  Minifters,  the 
Quakers,  and  almoft  all  the  corporations  and  com- 
munities of  the  kingdom.  A  requifition  was  made 
of  the  fix  thoufand  auxiliaries,  which  the  States- 
General  were  by  treaty  obliged  to  furnifl*  on  fuch 
occalions;  and  thefe  were  granted  with  great  alacrity 
and  expedition.  The  Earl  of  Stair,  forgetting  his 
wrongs,  took  this  opportunity  of  offering  his  fervices 
to  government,  and  was  reinvefted  with  the  chief 
command  of  the  forces. .in  Great-Britain.  His  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  feveral  noblemen  of  the  firft 
rank.  The  Duke  of  Montague  was  permittfed  to 
raife  a  regiment  of  horfe ;  and  orders  were  feat  to 
bring  over  fix  thoufand  of  the  Britifti  troops  from 
Flanders,  in  cafe  the  invafion  fhould  adually  take 
place.  His  Majefty  was  in  another  addrels  from 
Parliament,  exhorted  to  augment  his  forces  by  fea 
and  land  :  the  Habeas  Corpus  acl  was  fufpended  for 
fix  months,  and  feveral  perfyas  of  diftkwSUon  were 
apprehended  on  fu£picion  of  treafonahle  practices  :  a 
proclamation  was  itfiied  for  putting  the  laws  in  exe- 
cution againft  Papifts  and  Nonjurors,  who  were 
commanded  to  retire  ten  miles  from  London  ;  and 
every  precaution  was  taken  which  feemed  neceftary 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  publick  tranquillity. 

&  VI.  Meanwhile  the  French  Court  proceeded 
with  their  preparations  at  Boulogn  and  Dunkirk, 
under  the  eye  of  the  young  Pretender ;  and  feven 
thoufand  men  were  a&ualiy  embarked.  M.  de 
Koquefeuille  failed  up  the  channel  as  far  as  Dunge~ 
nefs,  a  promontory  on  the  coaft  of  Kent,  after  hav- 
ing detached  M.  de  Barreil,  with  five  ihips^  to 
haftcn  the  embarkation  at  Dunkirk.  While  the 
French  Admiral  anchored  off  Dungenefs,  he  per- 
ceived, 
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ceived,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  thee  har 
Britilh  fleet,  under  Sir  John  Norris,  doubling  the  vm- 
South-Foreland  from  the  Downs;  and  though  the^^j^ 
wind  was  againft  him,  taking  the  opportunity  of  the 
tide  to  come  up  and  engage  the  Frfench  fquadron. 
Roquefeuille,  who  little  expelled  fuch  a  vifit,  could 
not  be  altogether  compofed,  confidering  the  great 
iuperiority  of  his  enemies  :  but  the  tide  failing,  the 
Englifli  Admiral  was  obliged  to  anchor  two  leagues 
fhort  of  the  enemy.  In  this  interval,  M.  de  Roque- 
feuille called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  deter- 
mined to  avoid  an  engagement,  weigh  anchor  at 
fun-fet,  and  make  the  bed  of  their  way  to  the  place 
from  whence  they  had  fet  fail.  This  refolution  was 
favoured  by  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind,  which  began 
to  blow  from  the  north-eaft,  and  carried  them 
down  the  channel  with  incredible  expedition.  But 
the  fame  ftorm  which,  in  all  probability,  faved 
their  fleet  from  deftrudHon,  utterly  difconcerted  the 
defign  of  invading  England.  A  great  number  of 
their  tranfports  was  driven  afhore  and  deftroyed, 
and  the  reft  were  fo  damaged  that  they  could  not  be 
fpeedily  repaired.  The  Englifli  were  now  matters 
at  fea,  and  their  coaft  was  fo  well  guarded,  that  the 
enterprise  could  not  be  profecuted  with  any  proba- 
bility of  fuccefs.  The  French  Generals  nominated 
to  ferve  in  this  expedition  returned  to  Paris,  and 
the  young  Pretender  refolved  to  wait  a  more  fa- 
vourable opportunity.  In  the  mean  time  he  re- 
mained in  raris,  or  that  neighbourhood,  incognito, 
and  almoft  totally  negle6ted  by  the  Court  of  France. 
Finding  himfelf  in  this  difagreeablc  fituation,  and 
being  vifited  by  John  Murray  of  Broughton,  who 
magnified  the  power  of  his  Friends  in  Great-Britain, 
he  refolved  to  make  fome  bold  effort,  even  without 
the  afliftance  of  Louis,  in  whofe  fincerity  he  had  no 
faith,  and  forthwith  took  proper  meafures  to  obtain 
cxaft  information  touching  the  number,  inclinations, 
and  influence  of  his  father's  adherents  in  England 
6  and 
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boo  Kand  Scotland.  The  French  King  no  longer  pre- 
ir-      ferved  any  meafures  with  the  Court  of  London  :  the 

^^^Britifh  refident  at  Paris  was  given  to  underftand,  that 
a  declaration  of  war  muft  enfue  ;  and  this  was  actu- 
ally publifhed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March.  The 
King  of  Great-Britain  was  taxed  with  having  dif- 
fuaded  the  Court  of  Vienna,  from  entertaining  any 
thoughts  of  an  accommodation;  with  having  in- 
fringed the  convention  of  Hanover :  with  having 
exercifed  piracy  upon  the  fubjefts  of  France,  and 
with  having  blocked  up  the  harbour  of  Toulon.  On 
the  thirty-firft  day  of  March,  a  like  denunciation  of 
war  againft  France  was  publifhed  at  London,  arnidft 
the  acclamations  of  the  people. 

An.  1744.  $  VII.  The  Commons  of  England,  in  order  to 
evince  their  loyalty,  brought  in  a  bill,  denouncing 
the  penalties  of  high-treafon,  againft  thofe  who 
fhould  maintain  correfpondence  with  the  fons  of  the 
Pretender.  In  the  Upper  Houfe,  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  the  Chancellor,  moved,  that  a  claufe  fhould 
be  inferted,  extending  the  crime  of  treafon  to  the 
pofterity  of  the  offenders,  during  the  lives  of  the 
Pretender's  fons.  The  motion,  which  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  miniftry,  pro- 
duced a  warm  debate,  in  which  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, the  Earl  of  Cheftcrfield,  the  Lords  Talbot  and 
Hervey  argued  againft  it  in  the  moft  pathetick 
irtanner  as  an  illiberal  expedient,  contrary  to  the 
di&ates  of  humanity,  the  law  of  nature,  the  rules 
of  common  juftice,  and  the  precepts  of  religion ; 
an  expedient  that  would  involve  the  innocent  with 
the  guilty,  and  tend  to  the  augmentation  of  minifte- 
rial  power,  for  which  purpofe  it  was  undoubtedly 
calculated.  Notwithftanding  thefe  fuggeftions,  the 
claufe  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  fent 
back  to  -die  Commons,  where  the  amendment  was 
vigorouily  oppofed  by  Lord  Strange,  Lord  Guernfey, 
Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  other  members,  by  whom  the 

'  2  original 
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original  bill  had,  been  countenanced :  *  the  majority  c  hap» 
however,  declared,  for  the  amendment,  and  the  bill  viii. 
obtained  the  Royal  afient.  The  feflion  of  Parlumentv^j2^ 
was  clofed  in  May,  when  the  King  told  them,  that 
the  French  had  made  vaft  preparations  on  the  fide  of 
the  Netherlands ;  and  that  the  States-General  had 
agreed  to  furnifh  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaties. 
$  VIII.  By  this  time  an  action  had  happened  in 
the  Mediterranean,  between  the  Britifh  fleet  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Matthews,  and  the  combined 
fquadrons  of  France  and  Spain,  which  had  been  for 
fome  time  blocked  up  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon. 
On  the  ninth  day  of  February  they  were  perceived 
Handing  out  of  the  road,  to  the  number  of  four- 
and-thirty  fail:  the  Engiifh  Admiral  immediately 
weighed  from  Hires  bay ;  and  on  the  eleventh, 
part  of  the  fleets  engaged.  Matthews  attacked  the 
Spanifh  Admiral,  Don  Navarro,  whofe  fhip,  the 
Real,  was  a  firft  rate,  mounted  with  above  an  hun- 
dred guns.  Rear  Admiral  Rowley  tingled  out  M. 
de  Court,  who  commanded  the  French  fquadron-; 
and  a  very  few  Captains  followed  the  example  of 
their  commanders :  but  Vice- Admiral  Leftock, 
with  his  whole  divifion,  remained  at  a  great  diftance 
aftern ;  and  feveral  Captains,  who  were  immediately 
under  the  eye  of  Matthews,  behaved  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  refle&ed  difgrace  upon  their  country.  The 
whole  traftfa&ion  was  conducted  without  order  or 
deliberation.  The  French  and  Spaniards  would 
have  willingly  avoided  an  engagement,  as  the  Bri- 
tifh fquadron  was  fuperior  to  them  in  ftrength  and 
number.  M.  de  Court,  therefore,  made  the  bed 
of  his  way  towards  the  Straits*  mouth,  probably  with 
intention  to  join  the  Breft  fquadron :  but  he  had  or- 

•  The  oppofition  had  fuftatned  a  heavy  blow  in  the  death  of  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  a  nobleman  of  flijning  qualifications  for  the  ten  ate 
atidthe  field,  whole  character  would  have  been  (till  more  iltaftriou?, 
ba4  not  forae  parts  of  his  eondu ft  fubje&ed  him  to  the  frfpicion  of  fel- 
fitooefj  and  inconftancy.  He  was  fweceeded  in  that  title  by  his  bro- 
**r,  Archibald  Earl  of  Hay, 

ders 
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Book  ders  to  prote&  the  Spanifh  fleet ;  and  as  they  failed 
y^Jf^,  heavily,  he  was  obliged  to  wait  for  them,  at  the  ha- 
,744,    zard  of  maintaining  a  battle  with  the  Englifh.     Thus 
circumftanced  he  made  fail  and  lay  to  by  turns ;  fo 
that  the  Britifh  Admiral  could  not  engage  them  in 
proper  order;  and  as  they  outfailed  his  (hips,  he 
began  to  fear  they  would  efcape  him  altogether, 
fhould  he  wait  for  Vice- Admiral  Leftock,  who  was 
fo  far  aftern.     Under  this  apprehenfion  he  made  the 
fignal  for  engaging,  while  that  for  the  line  of  battle 
was  ftill  difplayed ;  and  this  inconfiftency  naturally 
introduced  confufion.     The  fight  was  maintained 
with  great  vivacity  by  the  few  who  engaged.    The 
Real  being  quite  difabled,  and  lying  like  a  wreck 
upon  the  water,  Mr.  Matthews  fent  a  fire  fhip  to 
deftroy  her ;  but  the  expedient  did  not  take  effeft. 
The  fhip  ordered  to  cover  this  machine  did  not  obey 
the  fignal ;  fo  that  the  Captain  of  the  firefhip  was 
expofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy.     Neverthe- 
less he  continued  to  advance  until   he  found  the 
veflel  finking :  and  being  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
Real,  he  fet  fire  to  the  fufees.    The  (hip  was  imme- 
diately in  flames,  in  the  midft  of  which  he  and  his 
Lieutenant,  with  twelve  men  perifhed.     This  was 
m  likewife  the  fate  of  the  Spanifh  launch,  which  had 
*  been  manned  with  fifty  failors,  to  prevept  the  fire- 
fhip from  running  on  board  the  Real.     One  fhip  of 
the  line  belonging  to  a  Spanifh  fquadron  flruck  to 
Captain  Hawke,  who  fent  a  Lieutenant  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  her :  fhe  was  afterwards  retaken   by  th« 
French  fquadron  ;  but  was  found  fo  difabled,  that 
they  left  her  deferted,  and  fhe  was   next  day  burned 
by  order  of  Admiral  Matthews.*    At  night  the  action 
ceafed  ;  and  the  Admiral  found  his  own  lhip  fo  much 
damaged,    that  he  moved  his    flag  into  another. 
Captain  Cornwall  fell  in  the  engagement,  after  hav- 
ing exhibited  a  remarkable  proof  of  courage  and 
intrepidity  :  but  the  lofs  of  men  was  very  inconfi- 
derable.     Next  day  the  enemy  appeared  to  leeward, 

and, 
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and  the  Admiral  :g»re  chafe  611  Slight,   tirhtfiPlfte  if  A  K 
brought  to,  that  he  might  be  joined  by  the  fliip><y^ji^ 
a-itern.    They  were  perceived  again  ott  the  thirtefcntfc^|l£^       , 
at  a  considerable  dittance,  ancj  ^utfued  till  the-.eV-eiv-  ^ 

ing.  In  the  mottling  of  the  fourteenth,  twenty  foil 
of  them  were  feen  diftin&ly,  and  Leftock  with  his 
divifion  had  gained  ground  of  thrift  fconiiderabiy  i>y 
noon ;  but  Admiral  Matthews  difplayed  the  fignal 
for  leaving  off  chafe,  and  bore  away  for'  Port-Ma-* 
hon,  to  repair  th$  damage  he  tad  fiiftained;  5Wfeatfi 
while  the  combined  fquadrons  continued  their  coutft 
towards  the  coaft  of  Spain.  M1.  &fi  Court,  with  his 
divifion,  anchored  iii  th*  road  of  Alicafft  $  and  Cteiri 
Navarro  failed  into'  the  harbour  of  Ckrthagekat 
Admiral  Matthews;  on  his  arrival  atMinorci,"  ae^ 
cufed  Leftock  of  hiving  mifbehaved  on  the  day  erf 
afiion ;  fufpended  him  from  his  office,  and  fehthim 
prifonar  to  England,  where,  in  his  turn,  he  acfeiifed 
his  accufer.  Long  before  the- engagement,  -ifhefe 
two  officers  had  exptefled  the  moft  virulent  refent- 
ment  againft  each  Others  Matthews  wa5;  feiive} 
open,  and  undifguifed';  but  pitoud,  iftipietidtwy  and 
precipitate.  Leftock  had  fignalized  his  courage  oa 
many  occafions,  and  perfectly  uh^erftood  the  tyhole 
difciplrne  of  the  navy ;  but  h*:  was  ceol,4  cuf*hm& 
and  vindi&ive.  He  had  been  treated  fupeircilioulfy 
by  Matthews,  and  in  revenge  took  *ac(vantage  of 
his  errors  and  precipitation.  To  'gratify  this  paffion 
he  betrayed  the  intereft  and  glory  of  his  country ; 
for  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but'that  he  might  hare 
come  up  in  time  to  engage ;  and,  hi  that  cafe,  the 
fleets  of  Prance  and  Spain  would  in  all  likelihood 
have  been  deftroyed:  but  he  entrienfehed  himfelf 
wkhin  the  pun&iiibs  of  difcipKrie,  and1  few  with 
pkafitfe  his  antagonift  expbfe  himfelf :  to  the  hazard 
of  death,  r*in,  anddi%ra£e.  '  Matt&ews  himfelf,  in 
thefequel,  facrifice<i  hfe^hity  to 'his  refentmejat,  in 
reftrainirig  Lefto<&  frtWftpurfumg  and  attacking  the 
combined  fquadfOns1  ©nthfe  ttfira  day  after  the  en-- 
vol.  m.  K  gagement, 
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Boo  Kglgemtftt,    when  they  appeared  difkbled,   and    in 
.  Ir-     maaifeft  diforder,    and  would  have  fallen  an   eafy 

^^^J^prey,  had  they  been  vigorously  attacked.  One  can 
.hardly,  without  indignation,  reflect  upon  thefc  in- 
ftanoes,  in  which  a  community  has  fo  feverely  fuf- 
fcred  from  the  perfonal  animofity  of  individuals. 
The  mifcarriage  off  Toulon  became  the  fubjeft  of  a 
parliamentary  inquiry  in  England.  The  Commons, 
in.  an  addreis  to  the  thrQne,  defired  that  a  court- 
martial  might  be  appointed  to  try  the  delinquents. 
By  this  time  Leftock  had  accufed  Matthews,  and 
all  the  Captains  of  his  divifion  who  mifbehaved  on 
the  day  of  Battle.  The  court-martial  was  constitu- 
ted,, and  proceeded  to  trial.  Several  Commanders 
of  :(hips  were  cafhiered :  Vice-Admiral  Leftock  was 
tftQnotfrably  acquitted ;  and  Admiral  Matthews  ren- 
dered incapable  of  ferving  for  the  future  in  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  jiavy.  All  the  world  knew  that  Leftock  kept 
aloo£  and  that  Matthews  rulhed  into  the  hotteit 
pait  of  the  engagejnaent  Yet  the  former  triumphed 
en  his  trial,  and.  ths  latter  narrowly  efcaped  the 
jfaatence  of  death  for  cowardice  and  mifcondu<SL 
§Bck  decifion?  are  not  to  be  accounted  for,t  except 
from  prejudice  an4  faction. 

^  IX.  The  ,war .  in  Germany,  which  had  been 
almoft  extinguished,  in  the  laft  campaign,  began  to 
revive,  and  raged  witfi,  redoubled,  violence.  The 
limperor  had  folicited  the  mediation  of  his  Britan- 
nipk  Majefty,  for  compromifing  the  differences  be- 
tween him  and  the  Court  of  Vienna.  Prince  Wil- 
liam of  Hefle-Cafiel  had  conferred  with  the  King  of 
England  on  this  £ubje& ;  and  a  negociation  was 
begun  at  Hanau.  The  Emperor  offered  to  difmifs 
the  French  auxiliaries,  provided  the  Auftrians  would 
dvacuate  his  hereditary  dominions.  Nay,  Prince 
William  and  Lord  Carteret,  as  Plenipotentiaries, 
actually  agreed  tp  preliminaries,  by  which  his  Impe- 
rial Majefty  engaged  to  renounce  the .  alliance  of 
fiance,  and  throw  himfelf  in$o  t&e  amis  of  the  ma- 
>.~„~ _  ...   nj:une 
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ritime  powers ;  to  refign  all  pretentions  to  the  fuc-C  hap. 
ceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  to  revive  the^™^ 
vote  of  Bohemia  in  the  ele&ond  college,  on  con-     j744# 
dition  of  his  being  re-eftablifhed  in  the  pofleffion 
of  his  dominions,    recognized  as  Emperor  by  the 
Queen   of   Hungary,    and  accommodated  with   a 
monthly  fublidy  for  his  maintenance,    as  his  own 
territories  were  exhaufted  and  impoverifhed  by  the 
war.    By  a  feparate  article,  the  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain prpmifed  to  furnifh  him  with  three  hundred 
thouland  crowns,  and  to  interpofe  his  good  offices 
with  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  that  his  etedtoral  domi- 
nions fhould  be  favourably  treated.    Thefe  prelimi-, 
naries,  though  fettled,  were  not  figned.    The  Court 
of  Vienna  was  unwilling  to  part  with  their  conquefts 
in  Bavaria  and  the  Upper-Palatinate.    The  Queen, 
trufted  too  much  to  the  valour  of  her  troops,  and 
the  wealth  of  her  allies,  to  liften  to  fuch  terms  of 
accommodation ;  and  whatever  arguments  were  ufed 
with  the  King  of  Great-Britain,   certain  it.  is  the 
negodation  was  dropped,  on  pretence  that  the  arti- 
cles were  difapproved  by  the  miniftry  of  England* 
Hie  Emperor,  environed  with  diftrefs,  renewed  his 
application  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  even 
declared  that  he  would  refer  his  caufe  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  maritime  powers :   but  all  his  ad- 
vances were  difcountenanced ;   and  the   treaty  of 
Worms  difpelled  all  hope  of  accommodation.    In 
this  manner  did  the  Britifh  miniftry  rejeA  the  faireft 
opportunity  that  could  poffibly  occur  of  terminating 
the  war  in  Germany  with  honour  and  advantage, 
and  of  freeing  their  country  from  that  infufferable 
burthen  of  expence  under  which  the  groaned. 

§  X.  The  inflexibility  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
and  its  chief  ally,   proved  ferviceable  to  the  Em- 

Sror.    The  forlorn  fituation  of  this  unfortunate  - 
ince  excited  the  compaffion  of  divers  Princes: 
they  refented  the  infolence  with  which  the  head  o£ 
the  empire  had  been  treated  by  the  Court  of  Vienna; 

k2  and 
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Boo  Kand  they  were  aUrmed  at  the  iftcreafing  power  of  a 
n'     family    noted    for  pride,    tyranny,    and  ambition. 

^^T^Thefe  confiderations  gave  rife  to  the  treaty  of 
Franckfort,  concluded  in  May  between  the  Empe- 
ror, the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  King  of  Sweden  as 
Landgrave  of  Hefle-Caflel,  and  the  Ele&or-Pala^- 
tine.  They  engaged  to  preferve  the  conflitution  of 
the  empire,  according  to  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia- 
and  to  fupport  the  Emperor  in  his  rank  and  dig- 
nity. They  agreed  to  employ  their  good  offices  with 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  that  (he  might  be  induced 
to  acknowledge  the  Emperor,  to  reftore  his  here- 
ditary dominions,  and  give  up  the  archives  of  the 
empire  that  were  in  her  pofieffion.  They  guaran- 
teed to  each  other  their  refpedtive  territories:  the 
difputes  about  the  fucceffion  of  the  late  Emperor 
*  tlhey  referred  to  the  decifion  of  the  States  of  the  em- 
pire :  they  promifed  to  affift  one  another  in  cafe  of 
being  attacked ;  and  they  invited  the  King  of  Po- 
land, the  Elector  of  Cologn,  and  the  Bifhop  of 
liege,  to  accede  to  this  treaty.  Such  was  the  con- 
federacy that  broke  all  the  meafures  which  had  been 
concerted  between  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  her 
Hungarian  Majefty,  for  the  operations  of  the  cam* 
paign.  In  the  mean  time,  the  French  King  declared 
wir  againft  this  Princefs,  on  pretence  that  fhe  was 
obftinately  deaf  to  all  terms  of  accommodation,  and 
determined  to  carry  the  war  into  the  territories  of 
France.  In  her  counter-declaration  fhe  taxed  Louis 
with  having  infringed  the  moil  folemn  engagement, 
with  refpe&  to  the  pragmatick  fan&ion;  with  having 
fpirited  up  differenr  pretenders,  to  lay  claim  to  the 
fucceffion  of  the  late  Emperor ;  with  having  endea- 
voured to  inftigate  the  common  enemy  of  Chriften- 
dom  againft  her ;  and  with  having  a£ted  the  incen- 
diary in  the  north  of  Europe,  that  the  Czarina  might 
be  prevented  from  affifting  the  Houfe  of  Auftna, 
while  his  numerous  armies  overspread  the  empire 
and  defolated  her  hereditary  countries*  Thefe  re- 
- ..-  .    .  criminations 
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criminations  were  literally  true.  The  Houfes  ofCHAP, 
Bourbon  and  Auftria  have,  for  many  centuries,  heenvJ^JJ^i 
the  common  difturbers  and  plagues  of  Europe.  m**^ 

$XI.  The  King  of  France,  though  in  himfetf 
pacifick  and  unenterprifing,  was  Simulated  by  his 
miniftry  to  tafte  the  glory  of  conqueft  in  the  Nether-] 
lands,  where  he  had  aflembled  an  army  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thoufand  men,  provided  with  a  very 
formidable  train  of  artillery.  The  chief  cammam| 
was  vefted  in  the  Marefchal  Count  dc  Saxe,  whq 
poflefled  great  military  talents,  ^nd  proved  to  b* 
one  of  the  mod  fortunate  Generals  of  the  age  ii\ 
which  he  lived.  The  allied,  forces,,  confifting  of 
Engliih,  Hanoverians,  Dutch,  and  Auftrians,  to 
the  number  of  feventy  thoufand  effe&ive  men,  were 
in  the  month  of  May  aflembled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bruflels,  from  whence  they  marched  toward* 
Oudenarde,  and  pofted  themfelVesbehbd  the  Scheldt 
being  unable  to  retard  the  prqgrefs  of  the  enemy. 
The  French  Monarch,  attended  by  his  favourite 
ladies,  with  all  the  pomp  of  eaftern  luxury,  arrived 
at  Lifle  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the  lame  month ;  and 
in  the  adjacent  plain  reviewed  his  arrijy.  The  States- 
General,  alarmed  at  his  preparations,  had,  in  a  con- 
ference frith  his  Ambaffador  at  the  league,  exprefled 
their  apprehenfions,  and  entreated  his  Moft  Chrif- 
tiao  ^ajefty  would  ftefift  from  his  defign  of  attack* 
tog  their  barrier.  Their  remonftrances  having  pio* 
ved  ineffe&ual,  they  now  fent  a  minifter  to  wait; 
upoi>  that  Monarch,  to  enforce  their  former  repre* 
fentations, .  and  repeat  their  entreaties :  but  no  regard 
was  paid  to  hi?  requeft.  The  Frwch  King, told 
him,  he  was  determined  to  profecute  the  war  with, 
vigour,  as  his  moderation  hitherto  had  ferved  to  no 
other  purpofe  buj  tha;  of  rendering  his  enemies  fnore 
ifltraflable.  Accordingly,  his  troops  inverted  -Me- 
nin>  which  was.  in  feven  days  iurrendered  upon  ca*» 
pitvilation.  YpreSjrFort  Knocke,  and  Fumes,  -un-4 
dcwei»jt  the  fajPSjfetei  find  on  tjac  twenty-jplnt^. 
3  clay' 
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Boo  Kday  of  June  the  King  of  Frande  entered  Dunkirk 
in  triumph. 

' .  i  XII.  He  had  taken  fuch  precautions  for  the 
defence  of  Alface,  which  was  guarded  by  confider- 
able  af  mies  under  the  command  of  Coigny  and  Scck- 
fcndorf,  that  he  thought  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  Auflrians  in  that  quarter :  befides,  he  had  re- 
ceived fecret  aflufances  that  the  King  of  Pruflia 
would  declare  for  the  Emperor;  fo  that  he  refolved 
to  purfije  his  conquefts  in  the  Netherlands.  But  all 
his  meafures  were  defeated  by  the  activity  of  Prince 
Charles  of  Lorraine,  and  his  officers,  who  found 
nieans  to  pafs  the  Rhine,  and  oblige  the  French  and 
Bavarian  Generals  ta  retire  to  Lampertheim,  that 
they  might  cover  Strafturgh.  The  Auftrians  made 
fhemftlves  matters  of  Haguenau  and  Saverne :  they 
fecured  the  pafles  of  Lorraine;  and  laid  all  the 
country  of  Lower  Alface  under  contribution.  The 
King  of  France  was  no  fooner  apprifed  of  the  Prince's 
having  paffied  the  Rhine,  and  penetrated  into  this 
province,  than  he  fent  off  a  detachment  of  thirty 
thoufand  men  from  his  army  in  Flanders  to  reinforce 
that  under  the  Marefchal  de  Coigny ;  and  he  him- 
felf  began  his  journey  from  the  Rhine,  that  he  might 
in  perfon  check  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy :  but  this 
dengn  was  anticipated  by  a  fevere  diftemper  that 
overtook  him  at  Mentz  in  Lorraine.  The  physicians 
defpaired  of  his  life.  The  Queen,  with  her  chil- 
dren, and  all  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  haftened 
froni  Verfailles  to  pay  the  laft  duties  to  their  dying 
Sovereign,  who,  as  a  true  penitent,  difmified  his 
concubines,  and  began  to  prepare  himfelf  for  death: 
yet  the  Strength  of  his  confhtution  triumphed  over  the 
fever,  and  his  recovery  was  celebrated  all  over  his  do- 
minions with  uncommon  marks  of  joy  and  affection. 

$  XIII.  In  the  mean  time  the  fchemes  of  the 

Auftrian  General  were  fruftratcd  by  the  King,  of 

Pruflia,  who,  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  entered  the 

de&orate  of.  Saxony,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 

2  army. 
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army.    There  he  declared,  in  a  publick  manifeftorc  h  a  Pi 
that  his  aims  were  only  to  re-eftablifh  the  peace,  of  JHL 
the  empifey  and  to  fup^ort  the  dignity  of  its  hcaL&y^^* 
He  aflured  the  inhabitants  that  they  might  depend 
upon  his  prote&ion,    in  cafe  they  fhould  remain 
quiet ;    but  threatened  them  with  fire  and  fword 
fhould  they  prefume*  to  oppofe  his  arms.     In' a:  re- 
script,  addrefled  to  his  minifters  at  foreign  courts;' 
he  accufed  the  Queen  of  Hungary  of  obftinacy,  in 
refilling  to  acknowledge  the  Emperor,   and  reftoref 
his  hereditary  dominions  :  he  faid,  he  had  engaged 
in  the  league  of  Franckfort,  to  hinder  the  head  of 
the  empire  from  being  opprefled :   that  he  had  no) 
intention  to  violate  the  peace  of  Breflau,  or  enter  as 
a  principal  into  this  war  :  he  affirmed,   that  his  &e- 
fign  was  to  aft  as  auxiliary  to  thfc  Emperor,  and  efta- 
blifh  the  quiet  of  Germany.     He  penetrated  into 
Bohemia  and  undertook  the  fiege  of  Prague,  the 
Governor  of  which  furrendered  himfelf  and  his  gar- , 
rifon  prifpners  of  war  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember.   He  afterwards  reduced  Tabor,    Bodweis, 
and  Teyn,  and  in  a  word  fubdued  the  greateft  part 
of  the  kingdom ;   the  Auftrian  forces  in  that  coun- 
try being  in  no  condition  to  flop  his  progrefs.     Ne-> 
vertheleS,  he  was  foon  oblged  to  reliiiquifti  his  con- 
quefts.      Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  .was  recalled' 
from  Alface,    and  repafied  the  Rhinfe '  in"  the,  face 
of  the  French  army,  commanded  by  the  Marefchals  \ 
dc  Coigny,  Noailles,  and  Belleifle.    Then  he  marched "" 
to  the  Danube,    laid  the  Upper  Palatinate,  under' 
contribution,    and    entering   Bohemia,' joined   the! 
troops  under  Bathiani  at  Merotiz:    The  King  of; 
Poland,  Ele&or  of  Saxony,  at  this  juncture,  declared 
in  favour  of  her  Hungarian  Majefty.    A"  convene  * 
tionfbr  the  mutual  guarantee  of  their  dominions, 
had  been  iigned  between  thofe  two  powers  in  De- 
cember ;   and  now  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  was  • 
reinforced  by  twenty  thoufand  Saxon  troops,  \inder  ' 
the  conduft  of  the  Duke  of  Saxe-  Weflinfels.    The 

combined 
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B.o  o.KC5Ribi|ic4,  vn»y: raspfuperior  to.that-of  .hi$-Pruffiaa 

!*Jj^I^|?fty*  wKoih;  they  refolved  to  engage.     But  he 

•  -i74^-  retired  before'  tKem,^  and  haying,  evacuated  all  the 

'  l    places  he  had'  garritoned  in  Bohemia,  retreated  with 

precipitation  into  $jJefia.     Tlierehis  troops   were 

gut.  into  winter-quarters ;   and  ^e'himfelf  .returned 

to.  Berlin,'   extremely  mortified  at  the  ifliie  of  the 

c^ibpajgn.       ^      \t  '•  '    ,    . 

§  XIV.  During jfrcfe  transactions,  Count  Secken- 
4orf  marched  into.  Ba,varia,  at  the  head,  of  a  ftrong 
jwriny,   drove  th^  Auftrians  out  of  thai  ek&osate, 
dfid  the  Emperor, regained,  poflefiion  of  Munich,  his 
capital,  on  the.  tw;ejity-fecond  day  of  O&ober.     In 
A^uguft.  the  French  army  pafled  the  Rhine  at  Fort- 
Louis,-,  and  inverted  the  ftrong  and  important  city:  q£ 
Fribpurg,  defended  by  General  Demnitz,  at  the  bead 
oT  iijne  thoufand  veterans.     The  £ing  of  France  ar- 
rived in  the  can^p,on:the  eleventh  day  of  Odiober ; 
and, the  fiege  was  carried  on  with  uncommon  vigous. 
The*  Auftrian  governor  made  incredible  efforts  in 
the  defence  of  the  place,  which  he  maintained  until 
ifLwis I.  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  one  half  of 
the  .gafrifondeftrpyed.    At  length,  however,  they 
were*  obliged  to  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war,  after  the  trenches  had  beejv  open  five-and-forty 
days/  during 'which  they  had  killed  above  fifteen 
thoufand  of  the  hefiegers.    With  this  conqucft  the 
French  King  <jloffd  me  campaign^  .ami  h*a  aimy 
was'cantoned  aloag  the  Rhine,  under  the  inlpe&ion 
of  the  Count  de/Maillebois.     By,  the  detachments 
drawn  frop  the  French ..anxiy  '.in* FJanders,  .Gaunt 
S&xe  had  found'  him£elf  confidently  weaker  than 
the  Confederates :  he  threw  up  ftrbng  entrenchments 
behind  the  tys,  where  he  remained  on  the  defenidve, . 
until  he  was  reinforced  by  the  Count  de  Clermont, 
whj>;  commanded  a*  feparate  body  on  the  iide  of 
Newport.    The  Allies,    to  t^e  number  of  feventy 
tlioufand,  pafled  fat  Schelde,"  and  advanced  towards 
Helcjhln  \  out  tae  enemy  bein^  fp  advantagexmily 
fc-.j.-^    *""       ;         '  pofled;" 
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potted,  that  they  could  not  attack  him  with  anycH  a  p. 
profpedt  of  advantage,    they  filed  on  in  fight  °f,J^!l, 
Tournay;   and  on  tie  eighth  day  of  Auguft  en-    ,744.  -■ 
camped  in  the  plains  of  Lille,  in  hope  of  drawing 
Count  Saxe  from  the  fituation  in  which  he  was  (q 
ftrongly  fortified.     Here  they  foraged  for  feveral 
days,  and  laid  the  open  country  under  contribution; 
however,  they  made  no  attempt  on  the  place  itfelf,- 
which  in  all  probability  would  have  fallen  into  their 
hands  had  they  inverted  it  at  their  firft  approach  ; 
for  then  there  was  no  other  garrifon  but  two  or  threa 
battalions  of  militia :  but  Count  Saxe  foon  threw  in 
a  confiderahle  reinforcement.     The  Allies  ^rere  un- 
provided with  a  train  of  battering  cannon;  and  their 
commanders  would  not  deviate  from  the  ufuaL  form 
of  war.     Befides,  they  were  divided  in  their  opi- 
nions,  and  defpifed  one  another.     General  Wade, 
who  commanded  the  Engliih  and  Hanoverians,  was 
a  vain,  weak:  man,  without  confidence,  weight,,  or 
authority  ;    and  the  Auftrian  General,   the  Duk* 
d'Aremberg,  was  a  proud,  rapacious  glutton,  devoid 
of  talents  and  fentiment.    After/  having  remained 
for  fome  time  in  fight  of  Lifie,  and  made  a  general, 
forage  without  moleftation,  they  retired  to  their  for- 
mer camp  on  the  Schelde,  from  whence  they,  foon 
marched  into  winter-quarters.    Count  Saxe  at  length- 
quitted  his  lines ;  and  by  way  of  retaliation,  fent  out 
detachments  to  ravage  the  Low-countries,  to  the  very 
gates  of  Ghent  and  Bruges.     The  conduct  of  the 
allied  Generals  was  feverely  cenfuredin  England,  and . 
ridiculed  in  France,  not  only  in  private  conyerfyipnT 
butalfo  on  their  publick  theatre^  where  it  bec?nie 
the  fubje&  of  farces  and  pantomimes* 

§.XV.  The  campaign  in  Italy  produced*  divers 
viciflkudes  of  fortune.  The  King  of  Naplf&  having 
affembled  an  army  joined  Count;  Gages,  and  pub- 
liflied  a  manifefto  in  vindication  of  his  conduit, 
which  was  a  dire&  violation  of  the  neutrality  he.  had.  . 
promifed  to  obf^rve*    He  nwintaiijcd,  that  his  mo- , 

deration 
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Boo  K  deration  had  been  undervalued  by  the  Courts  of 
II.     London  and  Vienna  :  that  his  frontiers  were  threat- 

^P^^'ened  with  the  calamities  of  war;  and  that  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  made  no  fecret  of  her  intention  to  in- 
vade his  dominions.     This  charge  was  not  without 
foundation.     The  emiflaries  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
endeavoured  to  excite  a  rebellion  in  Naples,   which 
Prince  Lobkowitz  had  orders  to  favour  by  an  inva- 
fien.    This  General  was  encamped  at  Monte  Ro- 
tundo,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  when,  in  the 
month  of  June,   the  Confederates  advanced  to  Vel- 
fetri.    While  the  two  armies  remained  in  light  of 
eacfy  other,   Prince  Lobkowitz  detached  a  ftrong 
body  of  forces,  under  Count  Soro  and  General  Go- 
iani/  who  made  an  irruption  into  the  province  of 
^  Abruzzo,  and  took  the  city  of  Aauilla,  where  they 
%  diftributed  a  manifefto,  in  which  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary exhorted  the  Neapolitans  to  fhake  off  the  Spa- 
jiifh  yoke,  and  fubmit  again  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 
This  ftep,   however,  produced  little  or  no  effe&; 
and  the  Auftrian  detactiment  retired  at  the  approach 
of  the  Duke  of  Vieuville,   with  a  fuperior  number 
of  forces.     In  Auguft,  Count  Brown,  at  the  head  of 
ail  Auftria^  detachment,   furprifed  Velletri  in  the 
iiight ;  and  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  with  the 
Duke  of  Modena,  were  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being 
taken.    They  efcaped  by  a  poftern  with  great  diffi- 
culty, and  repaired  to  the  quarters  of  Count  Gages, 
who  performed  the  part  of  a  great  General  on  this 
occanon.    He  rallied  the  fugitives,    difpelled  the 
panick  and  confufion  which  had  begun  to  prevail  in 
nis  camp,    and  a  difpofition  for  cutting  off  the 
retreat  ot  the  Auftrians.    Count  Brown,  finding  him- 
felf  in  danger  of  being  furrounded,  thought  proper 
tofecure  his  retreat,  which  he  effc&edwith  great 
art  and  gallantry,  carrying  off  a  prodigious  booty. 
Three  thoufend  Spaniards  are  faid  to  have  fallen  in 
this  a&ion ;   and  eight  hundred  men  were  taken 
with  fome  ftandards  and  colours/    Count  Mariani, 

a  Nea- 
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a  Neapolitan  General,  was  among  the  prifoners.c  H  A  P. 
The  Auftrians  loft  about  fix  hundred  men  ;  and  Ge-  YUI* 
neral  Novati  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  :  butv^£%,/ 
the  exploit  produced  no  confequence  of  importance. 
The  heats  of  Autumn  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  Auf- 
trians, who  were  not  accuftomed  to  the  climate,  that 
Prince  Lobkowitz  faw  his  army  mouldering  away, 
without  any  poffibility  of  its  being  recruited  :  befides, 
the  country  was  fo  drained  that  he  could  no  longer 
procure  fabfiftencc.  Impelled  by  thefe  confidera- 
dons,  he  meditated  a  retreat.  On  the  eleventh  dajr 
of  November,  he  decamped  from  Faiola,  marched 
under  the  walls  of  Rome,  pafled  the  Tiber  at  Ponte 
Molle,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  Pons  Mil- 
vius,  which  he  had  juft  time  to  break  down  behind 
him,  when  the  vanguard  of  the  Spaniards  and  Nea- 
politans appeared.  Part  of  his  rear-guard,  how- 
ever, was  taken,  with  Count  Soro  who  commanded 
it,  at  Nocera ;  and  his  army  fuffered  greatly  by  de- 
fertiop.  Neverthelefs,  he  continued  his  retreat  with 
equal  lkill  and  expedition,  pafled  the  mountains  of 
Gubio,  and  by  the  way  of  viterbo  reached  the  B6- 
lognefe.  The  Pope  was  altogether  paffive.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  campaign  he  had  carefted  Lob* 
kowitz ;  and  now  he  received  the  King  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  with  marks  of  the  warmeft  affedtion.  That 
Prince  having  vifited  the  chief  curiofities  of  Rome,' 
returned  to  Naples,  leaving  part  of  his  troops  under 
the  command  of  Count  Gages. 

§  XVI.  Fortune  likewife  favoured  his  brother 
Don  Philip,  in  Savoy  and  Piedmont.  He  was,  early 
in  the  featah,  joined  at  Antibes  by  the  French  army, 
under  the  conduct  of  the  Prince  of  Conti.  In  the 
latter  end  of  March,  the  combined  forces  pafled  the 
Var,  reduced  thecaftle  of  Afpremoht,  and  entered 
the  city  of  Nice,  without  opposition.  In  April,  they 
attacked  the  King  of  Sardinia,  who,  with  twenty 
thoufandmen,  was  ftrongly  entrenched  among  the 
mous&tyB*  «  Yilk-Franca.    Tfyo  a&ion  was  obfti- 

nate 
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B  o,  o  Knatc  and  bloody ;    but  their  numbers  and  perfeve*. 
11  •     ranee  prevailed.     He  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 

v,*^7*/pofts,  and  embark  on  board  of  the  Britifh  fquadron, 
-  which  tranfported  him  and  his  trpops  to  Vado.     The 

intention  of  Don  Philip  was  to  penetrate  through  the 
territories  of  Genoa  into  the  Milanefe ;  but  Admiral 
Matthews,  who  hovered  with  a  flrong  fquadron  on 
that  coaft,   fent  a  meflage  to  the  Republick,  de- 
claring, that  fhould  the  combined  army  be  fuffered 
to  pafs  through  her  dominions,  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  would  confider  fuch  a  ftep  as  a  breach  of 
their  neutrality.     The  fenate,   intimidated  by  this 
intimation,  entreated  the  Princes  to  defift  from  their 
(Jefign  and  they  refolved  to  choofe  another  route. 
They  defiled  towards  Piedmont,    and  aflaulted  the 
ftrong  poft  of  Chateau-Dauphine,  defended  by  the 
King  of  Sardinia  in  perfqn.     After  a  defperate  at- 
tack, in  which  they  loft  four  thoufynd  men,  the  place 
was  taken  :  the  garrifon  of  Demont  furrendered  at 
cjifcretion,  and  the  whole  country  of  piedmont  was 
laid  under  contribution.     His  Sardinian  Majefty  wa* 
not  in  a  conditipji  to  hazard  a.  battle :  and,  there- 
fore, ported  himfelf  at  Saluzzes,  in  order  to  cover 
his  capital.    The  combined  army  advanced  to  the 
fjrong  and  important  town  of  Com,  which  was  in- 
vefted  in  the  beginning  of  September.    Baron  Leu- 
trum  the  Governor  pade  ^an  obftinate  defence,  and 
the  Situation  of  the  place  was  fuch  as  rendered  the 
liege  difficult,  tedious,  and  bloody-     The  King  of 
Sardinia  being  reinforced  by  ten  thoufand  Auflaians, 
under  General  Pallavicini,    advanced  to  its  refief, 
and  a  battle  enfued.  ■*  The  action  was  maintained 
with  great  vigour  pnboth  fides,,, till  flight,  when  his 
Majefty  finding  it  impra&icabl?  t<?  ibrce  the  enemy's 
entrenchments,,  retired  in  good  order  to  his  caipp  at 
Muraflb.     He  afterwards  found  rj>ean8  to  throw  a 
reinforcement  and  fupply  of  provisions  into  Coni; 
and  the  heavy  rains  that  fell  at  ibis  period,  not  only 
retarded^  but  even  4ifpirited  the  heiiegers.    Never- 

thelefs, 
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theleiSs  the  Princes  perfifted  in  their  defign,  notwith-c  H  A  Pi 
Handing  a  dearth  of  provifions,  and  the  approach  of    VUI- 
winter,  till  the  latter  end  of  November,  when  the     I744- 
Chevalier  de  Soto  entered  the  place  with  fix  hun- 
dred frefh  men.    This  incident  was  no  fooner  known, 
than  the  Princes  abandoned  their  enterprize;  and 
leaving  their  lick  and  wounded  to  the  mercy  of  the 
Piedmontefe,  marched  back  to  Demont.     Having 
difmanded  the  fortifications  of  this  place,  they  re- 
treated with  great  precipitation  to  Dauphin^,  and 
were  dreadfully  harafled  by  the  Vaudois  and  light-' 
troops  in  the  fervice  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  who 
now  again  faw  himfelf  in  pofieifion   of  Piedmont. 
The  French  troops  were  quartered  in   Dauphine; 
but  Don  Philip  ftiil  maintained  his  footing  in  Savoy, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  he  fleeced  without  mercy. 

§  XVII.  After  the  a&k>n  at  Toulon,  nothing  of 
confequence  was  atchieved  by  the  Britifh  fquadron 
in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  indeed  the  naval  power 
of  Great-Britain  was  during  the  fummer,  quite  in- 
active.    In  the  month  of  June,  Commodore  Anfon 
returned  from  his  voyage  of  three  years  and  nine 
months*  in  which  he  had  lurrounded  the  terraqueous 
globe.    We  have  formerly  obferved,  that  he  failed 
with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  the  South-Sea,  in  order  to 
annoy  the  Spanifh  fettlements  of  Chili  and   Peru. 
Two  of  his  large  (hips  having  been  Separated  from 
.  him  in  a  ftorm  before  he  weathered  Cape-Horn,  had 
put  in  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  the  coaft  of  Brafil, 
from  whence  they  returned  to  Europe.    A  frigate 
commanded  by  Captain  Cheap,  was  ihipwrecked  on 
a  deiblate  ifland  in  the  South-Sea.     Mr.  Anfon 
having    undergone  a  dreadful  tempeft,  which  dif- 
perfed  his  fleet,  anived  at  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernan- 
dez, 'where  he  was  joined  by  the  -Gloucefter,  a  fhip 
of  the  line,  a  fioop,  and  a  pink  loaded. with  provi- 
fions.    Thefe  were  the  remains  of  his  fquadron. . 
He  made  .prize  of  fevcral  veffels;  took  and  burned 
the  littte  town,  of  Payta ;  fee  fail  from  the  coaft  of 

Mexico, 
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BOO  KMexico,  for  the  Philippine  ides ;  and  in  this  paf- 
^TCyfoge  the  Gloucefter  was  abandoned  and  funk:  the 
1744.    other  veflels  had  been  deftroyed  for  want  of  men  to 
navigate  them,  fo  that  nothing  now  remained  but 
the  Commodore's  own  (hip,  the  Centurion,  and  that 
but  very  indifferently  manned ;  for  the*  crews  had 
been  horribly  thinned  with  ficknefs.     Incredible  were 
the  hardfhips  and  mifery  they  fuftained  from  the  fhat- 
tered  condition  of  the  fhips  and  the  fcorbutick  dis- 
order, when  they  reached  the  plentiful  ifland  of  Ti- 
nian,  where  they  were  fupplied  with  the  neceflary 
refreihments.     Thence  they  profecuted  their  voyage 
to  the  river  of  Canton  in  China,  where  the  Commo- 
dore ordered  the   fhip  to  be  fheathed,  and  found 
means  to  procure  a  reinforcement  of  failors.     The 
chief  objert  of  his  attention  was  the  rich  annual  fhip 
that  fails  between  Acapulco  in  Mexico,  and  Manilla, 
one  of  the  Philippine  iflands.     In  hopes  of  inter- 
cepting her,  he  fet  fail  from  Canton,  and  fteered  his 
courfe  back  to  the  ftraits  of  Manilla,  where  (he  ac- 
,    tually  fell  into  his  hands,  after  a  fhort  but  vigorous 
engagement.    The  prize  was  called  Neuftra  Signora 
de  Cabodonga,  mounted  with  forty  guns,  manned 
with  fix  hundred  failors,  and  loaded  with  treafure 
and  effedts  to  th^l  value  of  three  hundred  and  thir- 
teen thoufand  pounds  fterling  :  with  this  windfall,  he 
returned  to  Canton  ;  from  whence  he  proceeded  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  profecuted  his  voyage 
to  England,  where  he  arrived  in  fafety.    Though 
this  fortunate  Commander  enriched  himfelf  by  an 
occurrence  that  may  be  termed  almoft  accidental, 
the  Britifh  nation  was  not  indemnified  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  expedition ;  and  the  original  defign  was 
entirely  defeated.     Had  the  Manilla  fhipefcaped  the 
vigilance  of  the  Englifti  Commodore,  he  might  have 
been,  at  his  return  to  England,  laid  afide  as  a  Super- 
annuated Captain,  and  died  in  obfeurity :  but  his 
great  wealth  invefted  him  with  confideiable  influence, 
and  added  luftre  to  his  talents.    He  foon  became 

the 
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the  oracle  which  was  confultcd  in  all  naval  delibcra-c  hap. 
rions ;  and  the  King  raifed  him  to  the  dignity  of  a    VIM- 
peerage.     In  July,  Sir  John  Balchen,  an  Admiral  of  V-^44^ 
approved  valour  and  great  experience,  failed  from 
Spithead  with  a  ftrong  fquadron,  in  queft  of  an  op- 
portunity to  attack  the  French  fleet  at  Breft  under 
the  command  of  M.  de  Rochambault.     In  the  bay 
of  Bifcay  he  was  overtaken  by  a  violent  ftorm,  that 
difperfed  the  (hips,  and  drove  them  up  the  Engliih 
channel.     Admiral  Stewart,  with  the  greater  part  of 
them,  arrived  at  Plymouth ;  but  Sir  John  Balchen' s 
own  (hip,  the  Victory,  which  was  counted  the  mod 
beautiful  firft-rate  in  the  world,  foundered  at  fea; 
and  this  brave  commander  perifhed,   with  all  his 
officers,  volunteers,   and  crew  amounting  to  eleven 
hundred  choice  feamen.     On  the  fourth  day  of  Oc- 
tober, after  the  fiege  of  Fribourg,  the  Marfhal  Duke 
de  Belleiile,  and  his  brother,    happened,  in  their 
way  to  Berlin,  to  halt  at  a  village  in  the  foreft  of  < 
Hartz,   dependent  on  the  eledorate  of  Hanover. 
There  they  were  apprehended  by  the  bailiff  of  the 
place,  and  conducted  as  prifoners  to  Ofterode ;  from 
whence  they  were  removed  to  Stade  on  the  Elbe, 
where  they  embarked  for  England,    They  refided  at 
Windfor  till  the  following  year,  when  they  were  al- 
lowed the  benefit  of  the  cartel  which  had  been  efta- 
blifhed  between  Great-Britain  and  France  at  Franck- 
fort,  and  rekafed  accordingly,  after  they  had  been 
treated  by  the  Britifh  nobility  with  that  refpe&  and 
hofpuality  which  was  due  to  their  rank  and  merit.* 

§  XVIII.  The  diffenfions  in  the  Britifh  cabinet 
were  now  ripened  into  another  revolution  in  the  mi- 
niftry.  Lord  Carteret,  who  was  by  this  time  Earl 
Granville  in  confequence  of  his  mother's  death  had 
cngrofTed  the  Royal  favour  fo  much,  that  the  Duke 

of 

9  Mr.  Pope,  the. celebrated  poet,  died  in  the  month  of  June.  la 
Oflober,  the  old  Due  he  is  of  Marlborough  refigned  her  breath,  in  the 
fgfaty-tifth  year  of  her  age;  immenfelv  rich,  and  yery  little  .regretted, 
Other  by  her  own  family,  or  the  world  in  general. 


*744- 


i44  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

B  o  oKof  N  and  his  brother  are  faid  to  hare  taken 

u*  umbrage  at  his  influence  and  greatnefs.  He  had  in- 
^  curred  the  refentment  of  thofe  who  were  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  appellation  of  Patriots,  and  entirely 
forfeited  his  popularity.  The  two  brothers  were  very 
powerful  by  their  parliamentary  intereft :  they  knew 
their  own  ftrength,  and  engaged  in  a  political  al- 
liance with  the  leading  men  in  the  opposition,  againft 
the  prime  minifter  and  his  meafures.  This  coalition 
was  dignified  with  the  epithet  of  «  The  Broad  Bot- 
€C  torn,"  as  if  it  had  been  eftablifhed  on  a  true  con- 
stitutional foundation,  comprehending  individuals  of 
every  clafs,  without  diftin&ion  of  party.  The  ap- 
pellation, however,  which  they  aflumed  was  after- 
wards converted  into  a  term  of  derifion.  The  Earl 
of  Granville  perceiving  the  gathering  ftorm,  and 
forefeeing  the  impoflibility  of  withstanding  fuch  an 
oppofition  in  Parliament,  wifely  avoided  the  impend- 
ing danger  and  difgrace,  by  a  voluntary  refignation 
of  his  employments.  The  Earl  of  Harrington  fuc- 
ceeded  him  as  Secretary  of  State.  The  Duke  of 
Bedford  was  appointed  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield  declared  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  The  Lords  Gower  and  Cobham  were 
re-eftablifhed  in  the  offices  they  had  refigned :  Mr. 
Lyttelton  was  admitted  as  a  Commiffioner  of  the 
Treafury  ;  even  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  accepted  of 
a  place  at  Court-,  and  Sir  John  Philips  fat  at  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  though  he  foon  re- 
nounced  this  employment.  This  was  rather  a  change 
of  men  than  of  meafures,  and  turned  out  to  the  eafe 
and  advantage  of  .the  Sovereign ;  for  his  views  were 
no  longer  thwarted  by  an  obftinate  oppofition  in  Par- 
liament. The  feffion  was  opened  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  ufual  manner.  The 
Commons  unanimoufly  granted  about  fix  millions 
and  an  half  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  to  be 
raifed  by  the  land,  the  malt,  and  the  fait  taxes,  the 
finking  fund,  and  an  additional  duty  on  wines.     In 
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Jtauafy  the  Eari  of  Chefterfield  (et.out  For r:fttec  ft  A  *. 
Iftgu*,    with  the  chata&er  of  Ambaffadbr  Extr^^J™^ 
onfe&ry,  toperfuade,  ifpoffible,  the  States-General     ,744. 
to  ^n^tgfe  heartily  in  the  war.     About  the  fam£  time, 
a  treaty  l6f  quadpiple  alliance  was  figned  at  Warfax^ 
by  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  the  King  of  Poland, '  and . 
the  Maritime  Powers.    This  was  a  mutual  guarantee 
of  the  dominion*  belonging  to  the  eontrafling  par- 
ties t  but  his  Polifti  Majefty  was  paid  -for  hb  c3f^ 
currence,  with  an  annual  fubfidy  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thcklfand  pounds,  two-thirds  of  which  were  8fe± 
frayed  by  England,  and  the  remainder  was  diiburfec}. 
by  the  United  Provinces,* 

$  XIX.  Tho  bufinefs  of  the  Britifh  ParliamfeHtAn.  174$. 
being  difcufled,  the  feffion  was  clofed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  May ;  and,  immediately  after  the  prorogation, 
the  King  fet  out  for  Hanover.  The  death  of  the 
Emperrir  Charles  VII.  which  happened  in  the  month 
of  January,  had  entirely  changed  the  face  of  affairs 
in  die  Empire,  and  all  the  Princes  of  Germany  were 
in  commotion.  The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  con- 
fort  to  her  Hungarian  Majefty,  was  immediately 
declared  a  candidate  for  the  Imperial  Crown ;  wHxlp 
his  pretenfions  were  warmly  oppofed  by  the  French* 
King  and  his  allies.  The  Court  of  Vienna,  taking 
advantage  of  the  late  Emperor's  death,  fent  an  army  , 
to  invade  Bavaria  in  the  month  •  of  March,  under 
the  condu&  of  General  Bathiani,  who  routed  the 
French  and  Palatine  troops  at  Pfiffenhoven :  took 
pofleffipn  of  Rain;  furrounded  and  difarmed  fix 
thou&nd  Heffians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ingold-* 
ftadt;  and  drove  the  Bavarian  forces  out  of  the 
cfe&otate.    The  young  Ele&or  was  obliged  to  aban- 

9  &4btrtEarlof  Orford,late  Prime  MmMer,  died  in  March,  after 
**vi*g.  for  a  very  (hort  time  enjoyed  a  petition  of  four  thousand 
pounds  granted  by  the  Crown,  in  confideracion  of  his  paft  Services. 
Though  he  had  for  Arch  a  length  of  time  directed  the  application  of 
&e jmbiick  rreatiare,  his  circamftances  were  not  affluent:  he  was  li- 
beral in  hU  aiijpofition,  and  had  fuch  a  number  of  rapacious  dependent* 
*  gratify,  ihat  little-was  left  for  his  own  private  oefcafions. 
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Boo  Kdon  his  capital,  and  retire*  to  Augfburgh,  where  he 
k^Plj found  himielf  in  danger  of  lofing  all  his  dominions. 
*  ,745.  In  this  emergency,  he  yielded  to  the  earned  follici- 
tations  of  the  Emprcfs  his  mother,  enforced  by  the 
advice  pf  his  uncle,  the  Ele£or  of  Cologn,  and  of 
his  General,.  Count  Seckendorff,  who  exhorted  him 
to  be  reconciled  to  the  Court  of  Vienna.  A  nego- 
tiation was  immediately  begun  at  Fuefien,  where,  in 
April,  the  treaty  was  concluded.  The  Queen  con- 
fented  to  recognize  the  Imperial  dignity  as  having 
been  vefted  in  the  perfon  of  nis  father ;  to  acknow- 
ledge his  mother  as  Emprefs  Dowager ;  to  reftore 
his  dominions,  with  all  the  fortrefles,  artillery,  ftores, 
and  ammunition  which  fhe  had  taken  :  on  the  other 
hand,  he  renounced  all  claim  to  the  fucceffion  of 
her  father,  and  became  guarantee  of  the  pragmatick 
fan&ion  :  he  acknowledged  the  validity  of  the  elec- 
toral vote  of  Bohemia  in  the  perfon  of  the  Queen ; 
and  engaged  to  give  his  voice  for  the  Grand  Duke, 
at  the  enfuing  ele&ion  of  a  King  of  the  Romans. 
Until  that  fhould  be  determined,  both  parties  agreed 
that  Ingoldftadt  fhould  be  garrifoned  by  neutral 
troops ;  and  that  Braunau  and  Schardingen,  with  all 
the  country  lying  between  the  Inn  and  the  Saltza, 
fhould  remain  in  the  Queen's  pofleffion,  though 
without  prejudice  to  the  civil  government,  or  the 
Elector's  revenue.  In  the  mean  time  he  difmifled 
the  auxiliaries  that  were  in  his  pay,  and  they  were 
permitted  to  retire  without  moleltation. 

§  XX.  The  Court  of  Vienna  had  now  fecured 
the  votes  of  all  the  Electors,  except  thofe  of  Bran- 
denburgh  and  the  Palatinate.  Neverthelefs,  France 
affembled  a  powerful  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Franckfort,  in  order  to  influence  the  ele&ion.  But 
ihe'Auftrian  army,  commanded  by  the  Grand  Duke 
in  perfon,  marched  thither  from  the  Danube ;  and 
the  Prince  of  Conti  was  obliged  to  repafs  the  Rhine 
at  Nordlingen.  Then  the  Grand  Duke  repaired  to 
1        Franckfort,  where,  on  the  fecond  day  of  September, 

he 
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he  was  by  a  majority  of  voices  declared  King  of  thee  HA?, 
komans,   and  Emperor  of  Germany. "  Meahwhile^J^J*^ 
the  King  of  Pruffia  had  made  great  progrefs  in  fhe    ,74J. 
conqueft  of  Silefia.    The  campaign  begin  in  Janua*- 
ry,  when  the  Hungarian  infurgents  were  obliged  to     - 
retire  into  Moravia*     In  the  following  month  tfi* 
Pruflian  General  Lehwald  defeated  a  body  of  twelve 
thoufand  Auftrians,  commanded  by  General  HetT- 
rich ;  the  town  of  Ratibor  was  taken  by  aflault ;  artd 
the  King  entered  Silefia,  in  May,  at  the*  head  of 
feventy  tnoufand  ihen.     Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain^ 
being  joined  by  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Wefienfelsartd 
twenty  thoufand  Saxons,  penetrated  into  Silefia  by  the 
defiles  of   Landihut ;    and  were  attacked  by  his 
Pruflian  .Msyefty  in  the  plains  of  Striegan,  near  Fried- 
berg.      The  battle  was  maintained  from  morning 
nil  noon,  wheh  the  Saxons  giving  way,  Prince  Charles 
was  obliged  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  twelve  thou- 
fand men,  and  a  great  number  of  colours,  ftandards, 
and  artillery.    Tliis  vi&ory,  obtained  on  the  fourth 
day  of  June,  complete  as  it  was,  did  not  prove  deci- 
five ;  for,  though  the  vi&or  transferred  the  feat  o£ 
the  war  into  Bohemia,  and  maintained  his  army  by 
railing  contributions  in  that  country,  the  Auftrians 
refolved  to  hazard  another  engagement.    Their  aim 
was  to  furprize  him  in  his  camp  at  Sohr,  which  they 
attacked  on  the  thirtieth  of  September,  at  day-break ; 
but  they  met  with  fuch  a  warm  reception,  that  not- 
ttithftanding  their  repeated  efforts  during  the  fpace 
of  four  hours,  they  were  repulfed  with  confiderable ' 
damage,  and  retreated  to  Jaromire,  leaving  five  thou- 
fand killed  upon  the  fpot,  befides  two  thoufand  that 
were  taken,  with  many  ftandards,  and  twenty  pieces, 
of  cannon.    The  lofs  of  this  battle  was  in  a  great 
foeafute  owing  to  the  avarice  of  the  irregulars,  who 
having  penetrated  into  the  Pruflian  camp,  began  to 
pillage  with  great  eagernefs,  giving  the  King  ah  op- 
portunity to  rally  his  difofdered  troops,  and  reftore 
the  battle:  neverthelefs,  they  retired  with  the  plun- 
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Boo  Kder  of  %his  baggage,  including  his  military  cheft,  the 
^    **•      officers  of  his  chancery,  his  own  fecretary,  and  all  the 
*74S.    PaPers  °f  his  cabinet. 

$  XXI-    After  this  a&ion  his  Pruffian  Majefly 
returned  to  Berlin,  and  breathed  nothing  but  peace 
and  moderation.     In  Auguft  he  had  figned  a  con- 
vention wkh  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  who  became 
guarantee  of  his  pofleffions  in  Silefia,  as  yielded  by 
the  treaty  of  Breflau  ;  and  he  prbmifed  to  vote  'for 
the  Grand  Duke   of  Tufcany  at  the  ele&iori  of  an 
Emperor.     This,  was  intended  as  the  bafis  of  a  more 
general  accommodation.     But  he  now  pretended  to 
nave  received  undoubted  intelligence,  that  the  King 
of  Poland  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary  had  agreed  to 
invade  'Brandenburgh  with  three  different  armies ; 
and  that,  for  this  purpofe,  his  Polifh  Majefly  had  de- 
manded of  the  Czarina  the  fuccours  flipulated  by 
treaty  between  the  two  Crowns.     Alarmed,  or  feem- 
ingly  alarmed,  at  this  information,  he  follicited  "the 
Maritime  Powers  to  fulfil  their   engagements,    and 
uitarpofe  their  good  bffices  with  the  Court  of  Peterf- 
burgh.     Yet,  far  from  waiting  for  the  refult  of  thefe 
remonftrances,  he  made  a  fudden  irruption  into  Lu- 
fatia,  took  pofleffion  'of  Gorlitz,  and  obliged  Prince 
Charles   of  Lorraine  to   retire  before  him  into  Bo- 
hemia.    Then  he  entered  Leipfick,  and  laid  'Saxony 
uftder.  contribution.     The  King  of  Poland,  unable 
to  reiift  the  torrent,  quitted  his  capital,  and  took 
refuge  in  Prague.     His  troops,  reinforced  by  a  body 
of  Auflrians,  were  defeated  at  Pirnaoh  the  fifteenth 
day  of  December ;  and  his  Pruffian  Majefly  became 
mafter  of  Drefden  without  further  oppolition.     The 
King  of  Poland,    thus  deprived  of  his  hereditary 
dominions,  was  fain  to  acquiefce  in  fuch  terms  as 
the  conqueror  thought  proper  to  impofe ;.  and  the 
treaty  of  Drefden  was  concluded  under  the  media- 
tion of  his  Britahnick  Majefly.   .  By  this  convention 
the'Kiiig  of  Pruflia  retained  all  the  contributions  he 
Had  levied  in  SaXony  ;  and  was  entitled  to  a  million 
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of  German  Crowns,  to  be  paid  by  his  Pqlifli  M^cha  e. 
jefty  at  the  next  fair  of   Leipfipk.      He  and  the    V*JJlJ 
Eledtor  Palatine  confented  to  acknowledge  the  Grand     j7^."' 
Duke  as  Emperor  of  Germany ;  and  this  laft  con- 
firmed to   his  Pruflian   Majefty  certain    privileges 
de  non  evocando.,  which  had  been  granted  by  the  late 
Emperor,  with  regard  to  fome  territories  pqfiefled 
by  the  King  of  Pruffia,  though  not  belonging  tq  the 
electorate  of  Brandenburgh.     Immediately  after  the 
ratification  of  this  treaty,  the  Pruflian  troops  evacu- 
ated Saxony ;  and  the  peace  of  Germany  \yas  re-; 
ftored. 

§  XXII.  Though  the  French  King  could  noj 
prevent  the  elevation  of  the  Grand  Duke  "to  the 
imperial  throne,  he  refolved  tq  humble  the  Houfij 
of  Auftria,  by  making  a  conqueft  of  the  Nether- 
lands. A  prodigious  army  was  there  affembled, 
under  the  aufjpices  of  Marefchal  Count  de  Saxe  • 
and  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  with  the  Dauphin, 
arriving  in  the  camp,  they  inverted  jhe.ftrong  town 
of  Tournay  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April.  Th^ 
Dutch,  garrifon  confifted  of  eight  thoufand  men, 
commanded  by  the  old  Baron  Dorth,  who  made  a 
vigorous  defence.  The  Duke  of  Cuuiberjand  a£- 
fumed  the  chief  command  of  the  allied  army  ^em- 
bled  at  Soignks  :  he  was  affifted  with  the  advice  o£ 
the  Count  Konigfeg,  an  Auftrian  General,  ^nd  thj 
Prince  of  Waldeck,  commander  of  the  Dutjch  forces^ 
Their  arnjy  was  greatly  inferior  in  number  to  that 
of  the  enemy  ;  neverthelefs,  they  refolved  to  march 
to  the  relief  of  Tournay.  They  accordingly  advanced 
to  Leufe;  and, on  $he  twenty-jeigjith  day  of  April 
took  poft  at  MasUlbre,  in  fight  pf  the  French  army, 
whiclji  was  encamped  on  ai>  eminence,  from  the  vilT 
lage  <?f  Antoine  tp  .a  large,  wood  beyond  Vezon, 
haying  Fontenoy  in  their  front.  Next  day  was  env 
ployed  by  ^e  Allies  in  dri  vine  the  enemy  from  fpmp 
outpolis,  and  clearing  the  defiles  through  whiqlj 
they  were  obliged  to  adyan^e  to  the.  attack ;  white 

the 


150  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

BOO  Kthc  French  completed  their  batteries,  and  made  the 
^^J*  mpft  formidable  preparations  for  their  reception. 
i745-  On  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, having  made  the  proper  difpofitions,  began 
his  march  to  the  enemy  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing :  a  briflc  cannonade  enfued ;  and  about  nine 
both  armies  were  engaged.  The  Britifli  infantry 
flrove  the  French  beyond  their  lines ;  but  the  left 
wing  failing  in  the  attack  on  the  village  of  Fontenoy, 
and  the  cavalry  forbearing  to  advance  on  the  flanks, 
they  meafured  back  their  ground  with  fome  diibr- 
£er,  from  the  prodigious  fire  of  the  French  batte- 
ries. They  rallied,  however,  and  returning  to  the 
charge  with  redoubled  ardour,  repulfed  the  enemy 
to  their  camp  with  great  daughter;  but,  being 
wholly  unfupported  by  the  other  wing,  and  expofed 
both  in  front  and  flank  to  a  dreadful  fire,  which  did 
great  execution,  the  Duke  was  obliged  to  make  the 
heceflary  difpofitions  for  a  retreat  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon ;  and  this  was  effe&ed  in  tolerable 
order.  The  battle  was  fought  with  great  obftinacy, 
and  the  carnage  on  both  fides  was  very  confiderable. 
^The  Allies  loft  about  twelve  thoufand  men,  including 
ft  good  number  of  officers ;  among  thefe  were  lieu- 
tenant-General  Campbell,  and  Major  General  Pon- 
fonby.  The  victory  coft  the  French  almoft  an  equal 
number  of  lives ;  and  no  honour  was  loft  by  the 
vanquiflied.  Had  the  Allies  given  battle  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  before  the  enemy  had  taken  their  mea- 
fures,:  and  received  all  their  reinforcements,  they 
might  have  fucceeded  in  their  endeavours  to  relieve 
Tournay. ' '  Althpugh  the  attack  was  generally  judged 
rafh  and  precipitate,  the  Britifh  and  Hanoverian 
troops  ifojJght  with  fuch  intrepidity  and  perfeverance, 
that  if  they  had  been  properly  fuftained  by  the  Dutch 
forces,-  and  their  flanks  covered  by  the  cavalry,  the 
tVench/in  all  likelihood,  would  have  been  obliged 
to  abindon  their  enterprize.  The  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland left-his  fick  and  wounded  to  the  humanity 


GEORGE    II.  151 

of  the  vigors ;  and  retiring  to  Aeth,  encamped  inq  H  A  P. 
an  advantageous  fituation  at  Leffines.  The  garri-  vin* 
fon  of  Tournay,  though  now  deprived  of  all  hope  of"-^^ 
ibecour,  maintained  the  place  to  the  twenty-firft 
day  of  June,  when  the  Governor  obtained  an  ho- 
nourable capitulation.  After  the  conqueft  of  this 
frontier,  which  was  difmantled,  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, apprehending  the  enemy  had  a  defign  upon 
Ghent,  fent  a  detachment  of  four  thoufand  men  to 
reinforce  the  garrifon  of  that  city  :  but  they  fell  into 
an  ambufcade  at  Pas-du-mele ;  and  were  killed  or 
taken,  except  a  few  dragoons  that  efcaped  to  Oftend: 
on  that  very  night,  which  was  the  twelfth  of  June, 
Ghent  was  furprifed  by  a  detachment  of  the  French 
army.  Then  they  inverted  Oftend,  which,  though 
defended  by  an  Englifh  garrifon,  and  open  to  the 
fea,  was,  after  a  fhort  fiege,  furrendered  by  capitula- 
tion on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Auguft.  Dender- 
monde,  Oudenarde,  Newport,  and  Aeth,  under-* 
went  the  fame  fate ;  while  the  allied  army  lay  en- 
trenched beyond  the  canal  of  Antwerp.  The  French 
King  having  fubdued  the  greateft  part  of  the  Au* 
ftrian  Netherlands,  returned  to  Paris,  which  he  cn*> 
tered  in  triumph. 

§  XXIII.  The  campaign  in  Italy  was  unpropi- 
tious  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  King  of  Sa*-» 
dinia.  Count  Gages  pafled  the  Apennines,  and  en- 
tered the  State  of  Lucca :  from  thene  he  proceeded 
by  the  Eaftern  coaft  of  Genoa  to  Leftride-Levante, 
The  jun&ion  of  the  two  armies  was  thus  accom- 
plilhed,  and  reinforced  with  ten  thoufand  Genoefe : 
meanwhile  Prince  Lobkowitz  decamped  from  Mo-* 
dena  and  took  poll  at  Parma :  but  he  was  foon  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Count  Schuylemberg,  and  fent  to  corn-* 
mand  the  Auftrians  in  Bohemia.  The  Spaniards 
entered  the  Milanefe  without  further  oppofition.  , 
Count  Gages,  with  thirty  thoufand  men,  took  pot* 
feflion  o£  Serravalle ;  and  advancing  towards  rla* 
fentia,  obliged  the  Auftrians  to  retire  undet  the 
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boo  k  cannon  of  Tortona:  but  when  Don  Philip,  at  the 
,**V,  head  of  forty  thoufand  troops,  made  himfelf  mafter 
^^J^of  Acqui,  the  .King  of  Sardinia  and  the  Auftrian 
General,  unable  to  ftem  the  torrent,  retreated  be- 
hind the  Tanaro.  The  ftrong  citadel  of  Tortona 
was  takem  by  the  Spaniards,  who  likewife  reduced 
Parma  and  Placentia ;  and  forcing  the  paffage  of  the 
Tanaro,  compelled  his  Sardinian  Majefty  to  take 
fhelter  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Po.  Then  Pavia 
ipas  won  by  fcalade ;  and  the  city  of  Milan  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  Infant,  though  the  Auftrian  garrifon  ftili 
maintained  the  citadel ;  all  Piedmont,  on  both  fides 
of  the  Po,  as  far  as  Turin,  was  reduced,  and  even 
that  capital  threatened  with  a  fiege ;  fo  that  by  the 
month  of  O&ober  the  territories  belonging  to  the 
fioufe.of  Auftriaj  in  Italy,  were  wholly  fubdued; 
and!  the  King  of  Sardinia  ftripped  of  all  his  domi- 
nions :  yet  he  continued  firm  and  true  to  his  en- 
gagements, and  deaf  to  all  propofals  of  a  feparate 
accommodation. 

$  XXIV.  The  naval  tranfa&ions  of  Great-Britain 
were  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  remarkably  fpirited< 
In  .the  Mediterranean,  Admiral  Rowley  had  fuc- 
ceeded  Matthews  in  the  command :  Savona,  Genoa, 
final,  St.  Remo,  with  JJaftia,  the  capital  of  Cor- 
fjca,  were  bombarded :  feveral  Spaniih  (hips  were 
taken  :  but  he  could  not|  prevent  the  fafe  arrival  of 
tjhedr  rich  Havaanah  fquadron  at  Corunna.  Com- 
modore Barnet,  jn  the  Eaft-Iadies,.  made  prize  of 
fevejal  French  fhips,  richly  laden ;  and  .Commodore 
Townfhend,  in  the  latitude  of  Martinico,  took  about 
tjyjrty  merchant  (hips  belonging  "to  the :enerxi)v  un- 
der convoy  of  four  fhips  pf  war,  two  of  which  were 
deiUvypd.  The  Englith  privateexs  likewise  .njietflrith 
^ncpmrnqn.  ftfccefc.  But  .  the:  :s;oft  isapqrtafit 
a^jevcrne^nt.  was  the  cqnqueft  «>f  Louifbourg  oa 
trifle, of  Cape-Brcron,  in  North- America  ;  a  place* 
q£  gfeat-confec^  iice,,whifh  the  i<YtuK»h,had  fortified 
at  a  prodigious  eptpence.  The  fcljeme  o£  reducing 
,  ■.,     ,     "    ~  "     '  'this 


this  fosftefs  was  planned  in  Bpfton,  recommended  hap. 
by  their  general  aflembly,    and  approved  by  his    VIII« 
Majefiy,  who  fent  inflru&ions  to  Commodore  War-^"-^^1 
ren,    itationed  off  the  Leeward  Iflands,  to  fail  for 
the  northern  parts  of  America,  and  co-operate  with 
the  forces  of  New- England  in  this  expedition,     A 
body   of  fix  thoufand  men  was  formed  under  the 
condu&  of  Mr.  Pepperel,   a  trader  of  Pifcataquay, 
whofe    influence    was   extenfive  in    that   country ; 
though  he  was  a  man  of  little  or  no  education,  and 
utterly  unacquainted  with  military  operations.     In 
April  Mr.  Warren  arrived  at  Canfo  with  ten  (hips' 
of  war ;  and  the  troops  of  New-England  being  em- 
barked in  tranfports,  failed  immediately  for  the  21e 
of  Cape-Breton,  where  they  landed  without  oppQfi- 
tion.     The  enemy  abandoned  their  grand  battery, 
which  was  detached  from  the  town :  and  the  imme- 
diate feizure  of  it  contributed  in  $  good  meafure  to 
the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize.     While  the  American 
troop6,  reinforced  by  eight  hundred  marines,  carried 
on  their  approaches  by  land,  the  fquadron  blocked 
up  the  place  by  fea  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  fixe- 
cours  could  be  introduced.     A  French  ftiip  of  the 
line,  with  fome  fmaller  veflels  deftined  for  the  relief 
of  die  garrifon,  were  intercepted  and  taken  by  the 
Britilh  cruifers;     and,    indeed,    the    redu&ion    of 
Louifbourg  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  vigilance  and 
activity  of  Mr.  Warren,  one  of  the  braved  and  heft 
officers  in  the  fervice  of  England.     The  operations 
of  the  fiege  we;re  wholly  condu&ed  by  the  engineers 
and  officers  who  commanded  the  Britiiji  marine^ 
and  the  Americans,  being  ignorant  of  war,  were  con- 
tented to  aft  under,  their  directions.     The  town, be- 
ing canfiderably  damaged  by  the  bombs  and  bullets 
of  tHe  beliegers,  and  the  garrifon  defpairing  of  re- 
lief,   the  Governor  capitulated  i  on  the  feventeeqth 
day  of  June,  when  the  city  o£  Lp\ufbourg,.  and  the 
ifle  of  Cape-Breton,  were  furrpndcred  to  his  $ritan- 
Wck  Majefiy.    The  garrifonand ii^b^itants-edcigased 
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boo  Kthat  they  would  not  bear  arms  for  twelve  months 
1j"^iagainft  Great-Britain  or  her  allies;  and  being  em- 
?745.  barked  in  fourteen  cartel  flaps,  were  tranfported  to 
llochefoft,  Ift  a  few  days  after  the  furrender  of 
Louifbourg,  two  French  Eaft-India  (hips,  and  an- 
other from  Peru,  laden  with  treafure,  failed  into  the 
harbour,  on  the  fuppofition  that  it  ftill  belonged  to 
France,  and  were  taken  by  the  Engliih  fquadron. 

§  XXV.  The  news  of  this  conqueft  being  tranf- 
mitted  to  England,  Mr.  Pepperel  was  preferred  to 
die  dignity  of  a  Baronet  of  Great-Britain,  and  con- 
gratulatory addrefles  were  prefented  to  the  King  on 
the  fucceis  of  his  Majefty's  arms.     The  poflefiion 
of  Cape-Breton  was,   doubtlefs,    a  valuable  acqui- 
sition to   Great-Britain.     It  not  only  diftrefled  the 
French  in  their  fiftiery  and  navigation,  but  removed 
all  fears  of  encroaenment  and  rivalfhip  from  the 
Englifh  fifhers  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.    It 
freed  New-England  from  the  terrors  of  a  dangerous- 
neighbour ;  over-awed  the  Indians  of  that  country; 
^na  fecured  the  poflefiion  of  Acadia  to  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain.    The  plan  of  this  conqueft  was  ori- 
ginally laid  by  Mr.  Auchmuty,  judge-advocate  of 
the  court  of  Admiralty  in  New-England.     He  de- 
monftrated,.  that  the  redu&ion  of  Cape-Breton  would 
put  the  Englifh  in  fole  poflefiion  of  the  fifliery  of 
North-America,    which  would  annually  return  to 
Great-Britain  two  millions  fterling  for  tne  manufac- 
tures  yearly  (hipped  to  the   plantations;    employ 
many  thoqiand  families  that  were  otherwife  unfit*-; 
viceable  tp-  thejpublick :  jncreafe  tlie  (hipping-  and 
mariners  :  extend  navigation  ;  cut  off  all  communi- 
cation between  France  and  Canada  by  the.«river,.St.« 
LaurenGe  ;   fo.that .  Quebeck  would  fall  of  CQutfe 
into -the  h^nds  pf  th?  ,Englifh,  who  might  expel  the 
French  entirely  from  America,    open  a  cprrefpon- 
dence  with  the  remote;. Indians^  a^d*  render  them- 
felves  matters  of  the  profitable  fur-trade,  which  ijras 
nQW  engrofled  by  the  enemy.    The  natives  pf  New- 
2  England 
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England  acquired  great  dory  from  the  fuccefs  ofcHAP. 
this  enterprize.    Britain,  which  had  in  fome  inftances   ynu 
behaved  like  a  ftepmother  to  her  own  colonies,  wasv--^£^ 
now  convinced  or  their  importance;   and  treated 
thofe  as  brethren  whom  (he  had  too  long  confidered 
as  aliens  and  rivals.     Circumftanced  as  the  nation 
is,  the  legiflature  cannot  too  tenderly  cherifti  the 
interefts  of  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America.    They 
are  inhabited  by  a  brave,  hardy,  induftrious  peo- 
ple, animated  with  an  active  fpirit  of  commerce; 
infpired  with  a  noble  zeal  for  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence.   The  trade  of  Great-Britain,  clogged  wit!} 
heavy  taxes  and  impofitions,  has  for  fome  time  Ian- 
guiihed  in  many  valuable  branches.    The  French 
nave  underfold  our  cloths,  and  fpoiled  our  markets 
in  the  Levant.     Spain  is  no  longer  fupplied  as  ufual 
wkh  the  commodities  of  England :  the  exports  to 
Germany  inoft  be  confidently  diminifhed  by  the 
mifunderftanding    between   Great-Britain    and  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria;    confequently,   her  greateft  re- 
fource  muft  be  in  her  communication  with  her  own 
colonies,    which    confume   her  manufaftures,    and 
make   immenfe    returns  in    fugar,    rum,    tobacco, 
fifti,  timber,  naval  ftores,  iron,  furs,  drugs,  rice, 
and  indigo.    The  fouthern  plantations  likewife  pro- 
dude  filk ;  and  with  due  encouragement  might  fur- 
nifh  every  thing  that  could  be  expedted  from  the 
moft  fertile  foil  and  the  hapjpieft  climate.    The  con* 
tincnt  of  North- America,  it  properly  cultivate^  will 
prove  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  wealth  and  ftrength  to 
Great-Britain ;  and  perhaps  it  may  become  {he  laft 
afylum  of  Britifh  liberty.  When  the  nation  is  enflaved 
by  domeftick  defpotifm  or  foreign  dominion ;  when 
her  fubftance  is  wafted,  her  fpirit  broke,  and  the 
laws  and  conftitution  of  England  are  no  more ;  then 
thofe  colonies,  fent  off  by  our  fathers,  may  receive 
and  entertain  their  fons  as  hftpld*  exiles,  and  ruined 
TcfqgeesL 
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K     §  XXVI.  While  the  continent  of  Europe  and  the 
ifles  of  America  were  thus  expofed  to  the  ravages  of 
war,  and  fubjc&ed  to  fuch  viciifitudes  of  fortune, 
Great-Britain  underwent  a  dangerous  convulsion  in 
her  own  bowels.     The  fon  of  die  Chevalier  de   St. 
George,  fired  with  ambition,  and  animated  with  the 
hope  of  afcending  the  throne  of  his  anceftors',   re- 
folved  to  make  an  effort  for  that  purpofe,  which, 
though  it  might  not  be  crowned  with  fuccefs,  ihould 
at  lealt  aftonifh  all  Chriftendora.     The  Jacobites  in 
England  and  Scotland  had  promfed,  that  if  he  would 
land  in  Britain  at  the  head  of  a  regular  army,  they 
would  fupply  him  with  provifions,    carriages,  and 
horfes,  ana  a  great  number  of  them  declared  they 
would  take  up  arms,    and  joiq'  hip  ftandard :    but 
they  difapproved  of  his  coming  over  without  forces, 
as  g,  dangerous  enterprise,   that  would  in  all  prqba- 
biliiy  end  in  the  ruin  of  himfelf  and  all  his  adherents. 
This  advice,  including  an  exa£  detail  pjf  his  father's 
intereft,  with  the  difpofitions  of  his  particular  friend* 
igi  every  town  and  county,  was  transmitted  to  I^pn- 
don  in  January,  in  order  to  }?e  fprwarded  to  Prince 
Charles  :  but  the  peribn  with  whom  it  was  eptnjfted 
could  find  no  fafe  method  of  conveyance  ;   fy  that 
he  fent  it  back  to  Scotland,  from  whence  if.  was  dik 
patched  to  France ;   but  before  it  reached  Paris, 
Charles  had  left  that  kingdom.     Had  the  paper 
come  to  his  hands  in  duej  time,  perhaps  he  would 
$pt  haye  embarked  in  the  undertaking,  tho\igfc  Ije 
wi^fiimiflated  to  the.attepxpt  by  many  conjcurring 
mqriyes.    Certain  it  is,  he  .was  copied  by  thzjqn- 
^jiQ.mjfreprefentatiAns  of  a  few  ^"entiir^.  Yfhp 
£6f£d*tQ  profit  !by,  .the  execution.  ,.Thi?y  ^ujred 
frim,   that  the  .wjxqle  nation;  \^as  jiifyfkqpd  xtq,  the 
retyping  family ; "  t^at  <the  pepple  xpuld  no  logger 
Bear  theimmenfe  ioacl  .of  taxej;  whicTh.was  daily  in- 
<tf£afii}g;  an^,j|j^at ;the  mod  CQgfii|eiable  perfons  of 
fhe'kingdom  woulcf  glaclly  ieize  tlie  nrft  opportunity 
of  crowding  to  his  fiandard.     On  the  other  hand, 
-^-.-  ■  he 
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he  knew  the  Britifh  government  had  taken  fdmecttAp. 
effectual  (teps  to  aliehate  the  friends  of  his  houfe  v*rf- 
from  the  principles  they  had  hitherto  profefiM*^^?^ 
Some  of  tndm  had  accepted  pofts  and  penfibns* 
others  were  preferred  in  the  army ;  and  the  Farliai 
ment  were  lo  attached  to  the  reigning  family,  that 
he  had  nothing  to  hope  from  their  deliberations.  He 
expedted  no  material  fuccour  from  the  Court  of 
France :  he  forefaw  that  delay  would  diminifh  the 
number  of  his  adherents  in  Great-Britain ;  and* 
therefore,  refolved  to  feize  the  prefent  occafton,  which 
in  many  refpe&s  was  jJropitious  to  his  delign.  With*, 
out  doubt,  had  he  been  properly  fupported,  he  could 
not  have  found  a  more  favourable  opportunity  of 
exciting  an  intefline  commotion  in  Great-Britain  i 
for  Scotland  Vras  quite  unfurnifhed  with  troops; 
King  George  was  in  Germany ;  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, at  the  head  of  the  Britifh  army,  was  em- 
ployed in  Flanders,  and  great  part  of  thq  High- 
landers were  keen  for  infurre6tion.  Theif  natera! 
principles  were  on  this  occafion  ftimulated  by  the 
fuggeftions  of  revenge.  At  the  beginning  of"  the 
war  a  regiment  of  thofe  people  had  been  formed, 
and  tranfported  with  the  reft  of  the  Britifh  troops  to 
Flanders.  Before  they  were  embarked,  a  number 
of  them  deferted  with  their  arms,  on  pretencfc  that 
they  had  been  decoyed  into  the  fertfice,  by-  pr6ttfifes 
andafiurances  that  they  fhould  never  be  fent  abroaBf 
and  this  was  really  the  cafe.  They  were  overtaken 
by  a  body  of  horfe,  perfuaded  to  fubmit,  brought 
back  to  London  pinidned  like  tnalefe&ors,  and  thed 
for  defertion.  Iliree  were  fhdt  tb  death  in  terr&titii  ^ 
and  the  reft  were  fent  in  exile  to  the  pliAtatiorns.: 
Thofe  who  fuffered  were  perfbrts  bffome  coitK^qudndfr 
in  thefr  own  country ;  and  theft 'f&tfe  was  deeply  f©-' 
fented  by  the  dans  to  which  they  be!6nged.  ft  Walr 
confidered  as  a  national  outrage :  and  the  High- 
landers, who  were  naturally  vkidj6Uve,  waited  iiupg- 
tiendy  for  an  opportHnity  of  vftAgeaaoe.  « 
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BOOK     §  XXVII.  The  young  Pretender  being  funriflted 
^^^with  a  fum  of  money,  and  a  fupply  of  arms,  on  his 
*7««    private  credit,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  French 
Court,  wrote  letters  to  his  friends  in  Scotland,  ex- 
plaining his  defign  and  fituation,    intimating  the 
place  where  he  intended  to  land,  communicating  a 
private  lignal,  and  afiuring  them  he  ihould  be  with 
them  by  the  middle  of  June.    Thefe  precautions 
being  taken,  he  embarked  on  board  of  a  fmall  fri- 
gate at  Port  St.  Nazaire,  accompanied  by  the  Mar- 
quis of  Tullibardine,    Sir  Thomas  Sheridan,   Sir 
John  Macdonald,  with  a  few  other  Irifh  and  Scot* 
tifb  adventurers ;  and  letting  fail  on  the  fourteenth 
of  July,  was  joined  off  Belleifle  by  the  Elifabeth,  a 
French  fhip  of  war,  mounted  with  fixty-fix  guns, 
as  his  convoy.*     Their  defign  was  to  fail  round 
Ireland,  and  land  in  the  Weftern  part  of  Scotland ; 
but  falling  in  with  the  Lion,  an  Engliih  fhip  of  the 
line,  a  very  obftinate  and  bloody  adtion  enfued.    The 
Elifabeth  was  fo  difabled  that  fhe  could  not  profe- 
cute  the  voyage,  and  with  difficulty  reached  the  har- 
bour of  Breft ;  but  the  Lion  was  fhattered  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  fhe  floated  like  a  wreck  upon  the  wa- 
ter.   The  difafter  of  the  Elifabeth  was  a  great  mif- 
fortune  to  the  Adventurer,  as  by  her  being  difabled 
he  loft  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  and  about  one  hun- 
dred able  officers,  who  were  embarked  on  board  of 
her  for  the  benefit  of  his  expedition.    Had  this  fhip 
arrived  in  Scotland,  fhe  could  eafily  have  reduced 
Fort- William,  iituated  in  the  midft  of  the  clans  at- 
tached to  the  Stuart  family.     Such  a  conqueft,  by 
giving  luftre  to  the  Prince's  anus,  would  have  allured 
many  to  his  flandard,  who  were  indifferent  in  point 
of  principle;    and  encouraged  a  great  number  of 
Highlanders  to  join  him,  who  were  reftri&ed  by  the 
apprehenfion,  that  their  wives  and  families  would 

be 

*  *  The  Elifabeth,  a  King**  (hip,  was  procured  at  a  convoy,  by  the 
inttreft  of  Mr.  WalJh,  an  Iri/h  merchant  at  Nantes  j  and  on  bot/d 
of  tor  fifty  Franc*  young  gentlemen  embarked  at  roiuntetrt . 
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be  fubjeft  to  infults  from  the  Engliih  gatrifon  of  ttiisC  RAP, 
fortrefs.  Prince  Charles,  in  the  frigate,  continued  his  VMI- 
courfe  to  the  weftern  ifles  of  Scotland.  After  *V"-^£?"/ 
voyage  of  eighteen  days  he  landed  on  a  little  ifland 
between  Barra  and  South-Inft,  two  of  the  Hebrides  t 
then  he  reimbarked,  and  in  a  few  days  arrived  at 
Borodale  in  Arnfacy,  on  the  confines  of  Lochnan- 
nach,  where  he  was  in  a  litde  time  joined  by  a  con* 
iiderable  number  of  hardy  mountaineers,  under  their 
refpective  chiefs  or  leaders.  On  the  nineteenth  day 
of  Auguft,  the  Marquis  of  Tullibardine  ere&ed 
the  Pretender's  ftandard  at  Glenfinnan.  Some  of 
thofe,  however,  on  whom  Charles  principally  del 
pended,  now  flood  aloof,  either  fluctuating  in  their 
principles,  aftonifhed  at  the  boldnefs  of  the  under- 
taking, or  ftartled  at  the  remonftrances  of  their 
friends,  who  did  not  feil  to  reprefent,  in  aggravated 
colours,  all  the  danger  of  embarking  in  fuch  a  def- 
pcrate  enterprize.  Had  the  government  a&ed  with 
proper  vigour  when  they  received  intelligence  of  his 
arrival,  the  Adventurer  muft  have  been  crufhed  in 
cmbrio,  before  any  confiderable  number  of  his  ad- 
herents could  have  been  brought  together :  but  the 
Lords  of  the  Regency  feemed  to  flight  the  informa- 
tion, and  even  to  fufpeft  the  integrity  of  thofe  by 
whom  it  was  conveyed.  They  were  foon  convinced 
of  their  miflake.  Prince  Charles  having  aflembled 
about  twelve  hundred  men,  encamped  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Fort- William ;  and  immediately  hoftu 
lities  were  commenced.  A  handful  of  Keppoch's 
clan,  commanded  by  Major  Donald  Mac  Donald, 
even  before  they  joined  the  Pretender,  attacked  twa 
companies  of  new  raifed  foldiers,  who,  with  their 
officer,  were  difarmed  after  an  obflinate  difpute: 
another  Captain  of  the  King's  forces,  falling  into 
their  hands,  was  courteouily  difmifled  with  one  of 
the  Pretender's  manHeflos,  and  a  paflport  for  his 
perfonal  fafety.  The  adminiftration  was  now  ef&c* 
tually  alarmed,    The  Lords  of  the  Regency  iflued 

apro-t 
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lOOKa  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  of  thirty  thousand 
llm     pounds  to  any  perfon  who  ftiould  Apprehend  the 
1745.    Prince-^Adventurer.    The  fame  price  was  fct  upon 
the  head  of  the  Eledtor  of  Hanover,  in  a  proclama- 
tioh  publifhed  by  the  Pretender.     A  courier  was 
difpatched  to  Holland,  to  haften  the  return  of  his 
Majefiy,  who  arrived  in  England  about  the  latter 
«nd  of  Auguft.     A  requilition  was  made  of  the  fix 
thoufand  Dutch  auxiliaries ;  and  feveral  Britifh  regi- 
ments rwere  recalled  from  the  Netherlands.     A  loyal 
iddrefs  was  prefented  to  ^the  King  by  the  city  of 
London ;  and  the  merchants  of  this  metropolis  re- 
folved  toraife  twa  regiments  at  their  own  expence. 
Orders  were  iftued'ito  keep  the  trained-bands  in 
readinefs;  to  array  the  militia  of  Weftminfter;  and 
inftru6lionB  to  the  fame  effed  were  fent  to  all  the 
Lords-Lieutenants  of  the  counties  throughout  the 
kingdoni.     The  principle  noblemen  of  the  nation 
made  a  tender  of.  their  fervices  to  their  Sovereign; 
and  fome  of  them  received  commiffions  to  levy  regi- 
merits  towards  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion.     Bo- 
dies of  volunteers  were  incorporated  in  London,  and 
many  other  places ;  aflbciations  were  formed,  laige 
contributions    raifed   in » different    towns,    counties, 
and  communities ;   and  a  great  number  of  eminent 
dierchants  in  London  agreed  to  fupport  the  publick 
credit,  by  receivings  as  ufaal,   Bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment for  the  purpofes  of  traffick.     The  Proteftant 
clergy  of  all  denominations  exerted  themfelves  with 
extraordinary  ardour,  in  preaching  againft  the  reli- 
gion of  Rome  and  the  Pretender ;   and  the  friends 
Sf  the  government  were  encouraged,  animated,  and 
confirmed  in  their  principles,    by  feveral  fpiritual 
productions  publiftied  for  the  oefcafion. 
..4  XXVIII.  In  award,    the  bulk  of  the  nation 
feeracri  unanimously  bent  upon  oppofing  the  eriter- 
prike  of  the  Pretenkter,   who  nevetthelefs,  had  al- 
seady  made  furprifingprogrefs.    His  arrival  in  Scot- 
land wax  no  {boner  confirmed,  than  Sir  John  G&pt, 
...         6  who 
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who  commanded  the  troops  in  that  kingdom,  ch  A  P. 
aflembled  what  force  he  could  bring  together,  and  T**L* 
advanced  againft  the  rebels.  Underftanding,  how-  1?4S# 
ever,  that  they  had  taken  pofleflion  of  a  ftrong  pafs, 
he  changed  his  route,  and  proceeded  northwards 
as  far  as  Invernefs,  leaving  the  capital  and  the-  fouth- 
ern  parts  of  North-Britain  wholly  expofed  to  the 
incurfions  of  the  enemy.  The  Highlanders  forth- 
with marched  to  Perth,  where  the  Chevalier  de  St. 
George  was  proclaimed  King  of  Great-Britain,  and 
the  publick  money  feized  for  his  ufe:  the  fame  fteps 
were  taken  at  Dundee  and  other  places.  Prince 
Charles  was  joined  by  the  nobleman  who  afliimed 
the  title  of  Duke  of  Perth,  the  Vifcount  Strathal- 
lan,  Lord  Nairn,  Lord  George  .Murray,  and  many 
perfons  of  diflin&ion,  with  their  followers.  The 
Marquis  of  Tullibardine,  who  had  accompanied 
him  from  France,  took  pofleflion  of  Athol,  as  heir 
of  blood  to  the  titles  and  eftates  which  his  younger 
brother  enjoyed  in  confequence  of  his  attainder ;  and 
met  with  fome  fuccefs  in  arming  the  tenants  for  the 
fupport  of  thatcaufe  which  he  avowed.  The  rebel 
army  being  confiderably  augmented,  though  very 
ill  provided  with  arms,  crofted  the  Forth  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stirling,  and  advanced  towards 
Edinburgh,  where  they  were  joined  by  Lord  Elcho, 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Wemys,  and  other  perfons  of  fome 
diftin6tion.  On  the  fixteenth  day  of  September 
Charles  fummoned  the  toton  to  furrender.  The 
inhabitants  were  divided  by  fa6tion,  and  diftra&ed 
by  fear:  the  place  was  not  in  a  pofture  of  defence, 
and  the  magiftrates  would  not  expofe  the  people  to 
the  uncertain  iflue  of  an  aflault.  Several  deputa- 
tions were  fent  from  the  town  to  the  Pretender,  in 
order  to  negociate  terms  of  capitulation.  In  the 
mean  time,  one  of  the  gates  being  opened  for  the 
admiffion  of  a  coach,  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  one  of 
the  mod  powerful  of  the  Highland  chiefs,  ruihed 
into  the  place  with  a  party  of  Jus  men,  and  fecured 
vol,  in.  M  it 
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B'oo  Kit  without  oppofitioil.  Next  motning  the  whole 
-J**^  rebel  army  entered,  and  their  Prince  took  pofleffion 
1H5.  °f  t^ie  toy^  Pa^ace  of  Holyrood-houfe  in  the  fuburbs. 
Then  he  caufed  his  father  to  be  proclaimed  at  the 
rtiarket-crofs;  there  alfo  the  manitefto  was  read,  in 
which  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  declared  his  fon 
Charles,  Regent  of  his  dominions,  promifed  to  dif- 
folve  the  Union,  and  redreft  the  grievances  of  Scot- 
land. His  being  in  pofleffion  of  the  capital  encou- 
raged his  followers,  and  added  reputation  to  his 
arms:  but  the  tre&fure  belonging  to  the  two  banks 
of  that  kingdotfi  had  been  previoufly  conveyed  into 
the  caftle,  a  lirong  fottreis,  with  a  good  garrifon, 
under  the  command  of  General  Gueft,  an  old  officer 
of  experience  and  capacity. 
^  §  XXIX.    During  thefe  tranfa&ions,    Sir  John 

^v      Cope  marched  back  from  Invernefs  to  Aberdeen, 

r        where  he  embarked  with  his  troops,    and  on  the 
feventeenth   day  of  September  landed   at  Dunbar, 
' .$  about  twenty  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Edinburgh. 

^  Here  he  was  joined  by  two  regiments  of  dragoons, 

tvhich  had  retired  tvith  precipitation  from  the  capital 
3  at  the  approach  of  the  Highland  army.     With  this 

^*  reinforcement,  his   troops   amounted  to  near  three 

j  thoufand  men  :  and  he   began   his  march  to  Edin- 

Ot  burgh,  in  order  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy.    On 

^*  the  twentieth  day  of  the  taonth,  he  encamped  in  the 

\.       neighbourhood  of  Pretton-pansf  having  the  village 
'  $  of  Tranent  in   his  front,  and  the  fea  in  his  rear. 

j '        Early  next  morning  he  was  attacked  by  the  young 
^  Pretender,  at  the  head  of  about  two  thotifand  four 

N^S         hundred  Highlanders  half-armed,  who  charged  them 
^  ftvord  in   hand  with  luch  impetuofity,  that  in  lefs 

o  than  ten  minutes  after  thfc  battle  began,  die  King** 

troops  were  broken  and  totally  routed.     The  dra- 
*  .goons  fled  in  the  utmoil  confufion  at  the  firft  onfet ; 

the  general  officers  having  fnade  fome  unfucccisful 
'efforts  to  rally  them,  thought  proper  to  confult  their 
>\Vli  iafety  by  an  expeditious  retteat  towards  Cold- 

ffttam 


ftrtam  on  the  Tweed.  AH  the  infantry  *are  *eithe>C  map. 
killed  or  taken;  and  the  colours,  artillery,  tents^^J!]^l> 
baggage,  and  ^military  cheft  fell  into  the  hands  of  "^^^ 
dievi&or,  who  returned  in  triumph  to  Edinburgh. 
Never  was  victory  more  complete,  or  obtained  at  a 
finaller  expence ;  for  riot  above  fifty  of  the  rebels  loft 
their  lives  in  the  'engagement.  Five  hundred  of  Mie 
King's  troops  were  killed  on  the  field  of  battle;  and 
among  theieCoionfel  Gardiner,  a  gallant  "office*,  who 
difdaifted  to  feve  his  life  at  the  expence  of  his  ho* 
noar*  When  abandoned  by  his  own  regiment  of 
diagaons,  he  alighted  from  his  horfe,  joined  the  in- 
ftatiy,*lttA  fought  an  foot,  until  he  fell  covered  with 
wouttds,  *n  fight  of  his  own  threshold.  Prince 
Charles  bone  his  good  fortune  with  moderation.  He 
prohibited .  all  rejoicings  for  the  vi&ory  he  had  ob- 
tained*, the  wotfaded  foldiers  were  treated  whh 
humanity;  aftd  the  officers  were  fent  into  Fife  and 
Angtts,  where  they  were  left  at  liberty  on  their  pa- 
role, which  the  greater  part  of  diem  fliamefully 
broke  in  the  fequel.  From  this  vi<?tory  the  Pre- 
tender leaped  manifold  and  important  advantages. 
His  followers  were  anfted,  his  party  encouraged, 
and  his  enemies  intimidated.  He  was  fupplied  with 
*  train  of  field-artillery,  and  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money,  and  faw  himfelf  poflefled  of  all  Scotland, 
except  the  fortrefles,  the  redu&ion  of  which  he  could 
not  pretend  to  undertake  without  proper  imple- 
ments and  engineers.  After  the  battle  ne  was  joined 
by  a  ftraafl  detachment  from  the  Highlands;  and 
fome  idhkefs,  who  had  hitherto  been  on  the  referve, 
began  to  exert  their  influence  in  his  favour.  But 
he  'was  ndt  yet  in  a  condition  to  take  advantage  of 
that  conflernation  which  his  late  fuccefs  had  dif* 
fiifed  through  the  kingdom  of  England. 

§  XXX.  Charles  continued  to  refide  in  the  palace 
ef  HolyroocUioufe ;  *  and  took  meafures  for  cutting 
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*  WTiilc  be  redded  at  Edinburgh,  fome  of  the  Prdbyterian  Clergy 
«muoued  to  preach  io  the  chuicUct  of    that  city,    and  ,publickijr 
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boo  KoflF  the  communication  between  the  caftle  and  the 
IL      city.     General  Gueft  declared  that  he  wouM  demo- 

^7745!^  hlh  the  city,  unlefs  the  blockade  fhould  be  railed, 
to  as  that  provifion  might  be  carried  into  the  cafde. 
After  haying  waited  the  return  of  an  exprefs  which 
he  had  found  means  to  difpatch  to  Court,  he  began 
to  put  his  threats  in  execution,  by  firing  upon  the 
town.     Some,  houfes  were  beaten  down,  and  feveral 
perfons  killed  even  at  the  market-crofs.     The  citi- 
zens, alarmed  at  this  difafter,  fent  a  deputation  to 
the  Prince,  entreating  him  to  raife  the  blockade ; 
and  he   complied  with  their  requeft.     He  levied  a 
regiment  in  Edinburgh  and  the  neighbourhood.    He 
impofed  taxes ;  feized  the  merchandize  that  was  de- 
pofited  in  the  King's  warehoufes  at  Leith,  and  other 
places ;  and  compelled  the  city  of  Glafgow  to  ac- 
commodate him  with  a  large  fum,  to  be  repaid  when 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom  fhould  be  re-cftablifhed. 
The  number  of  his  followers  daily  increafed:  and 
lie'received  confiderable  fupplies  of  money,  artillery, 
and  ammunition,  by  fingle  fhips  that  arrived  from 
France,  where  his  intereft  feemed  to  rife  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms.     The  greater  and 
richer  part  of  Scotland  was  averfe  to  his  family  and 
pretenfions :  but  the  people  were  unarmed  and  un- 
difciplined,  confequently  paffive  under  his  dominion. 
By  this  time,  however,    the  Prince-Pretender  was 
joined  by  the  Earl  of  Kilmarnock,  the  Lords  Elcho, 
Balmerino,  Ogilvy,  Pitfligo ;  and  the  elded  fon  of 
Lord  Lovat  had  begun  to  aflemble  his  father's  clan, 
in  order  to  reinforce  the  Viftor,  whofe  army  lay 
encamped  at  Duddingfton,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Edinburgh.    Kilmarnock  and  Balmerino  were  men 

of 

prayed  for  King  George,  without  differing  the  lead  puniftiment  or 
moleftation.  One  minifter in  particular,  of  the  name  of  Mac  Vicar, 
being  foil  i  cited  *  by  fo  me  Highlanders  to  pray  for  their  Prince,  pro* 
-luii'ed  to  comply  with  their  requeft,  and  performed  his  promife  in 
words  to  this  effeel :  "  And  as  for  the  young  Pi  ince,  who  is  come 
•«  hither  in  queft  of  an  earthly  crown,  grant,  OLORD,  that  he  may 
f*  fpeedily  receive  a  trown  of  glory." 
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of  broken  and  defperate  fortune :  Ekho  arid  Ogilvy  chap.. 
were  fons  to  the  Earls  of  Wemys  and  Airly :  fo  that  ^JJJ*. 
their  influence  was  far  from  being  extenfive.     Pitfhgo     m$- 
was  a  nobleman  of  a  very  amiable  chara&er,  as  well 
as  of  great  perfonal  intereft ;  and  great  dependence 
was  placed  upon  the  power  and  attachment  of  Lord 
Lovat,  who  had  entered  into  private  engagements* 
with  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,,  though  he  ftilL 
wore  the  inafk  of  loyalty  to  the  government*  and" 
difavowed  tl>e  conduct  of  his  fon  when  her  declared «   .   - 
for  tbe  Pretender.    This  old  nobleman  is  the.  lame 
Simon  Frafer  whom  we  have  had  occafion  to  men- 
tion as  a  partifan  and  emiflary  of  the  Court  of  St; 
Germain's,  in  the  year,  one  thoufend  feven  hundred 
and  three.    He  had  .renounced  his  connexions  with* 
that  family  •>  and,  in  the  rebellion  immediately  after/ 
the  acceffion  of  King  George  I.  approved  himfd£# 
Yarm  friend  to  the  Proteftant  fuccei&on.     Since  thafr 
period  he  had  been  induced,  by  difguft  and  ambi-N 
don,  to  change  his  principles  again,  and  was,  in  fe~ 
cret,  an  enthufiaft.  in  Jacobitifin.    He.  had  greatly 
augmented  his  eftate,  and  obtained  a  confiderable/ 
intereft  in  the  Highlands,  where>  however,  he  was) 
rather  dreaded  than  beloved.     He  was  bold,  enter-* 
prifing,  vain,   arbitrary,    rapacious,  cruel,    and  de-; 
ceitfiil :  but  his  character  was  chiefly  marked  hy  a* 
fpecies  of  low  cunning   and  diffimulation,  which,* 
however,  overfhot  his  purpofe,  and  contributed  to 
his  own  ruin.     While  Charles  refided  at  Edinburgh, 
the  Marquis  de  Guilles  arrived  at  Montrofe,  as  En- 
voy from  the  French  King,  with  fe vera!  officers,  fome  ■ 
cannon,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fmall  arms  for 
the  ufe  of  that  Adventurer.  * 

$  XXXI.  While  the  young  Pretender  endea- 
voured to  improve  the  advantages  he  had  gained, 

*  He  follicitedyand  is  faid  to  have  obtained  of  the  Chevalier  de  St» 
George,  the  patent  of  a  Duke,  and  a  commifflon  for  being  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  ail  tbe  Highlands. 

the 
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Boo  Ktbe  Miniftry-  of  Great-Britain  took  every  peffible 
^"^meafuce  to  retard  .:hi&  progrefs.     Several   powerful 
Jm5f    Chiefs  in  the  Highlands  were  attached  to  the  go~ 
Wnnaent,  and  exerted  themfclres  in  its  defence. 
The  Duke  of  Argyle  began  to  arm  hisvai&fe;  but 
not  before  he  had  obtained  t&t  fan&ion  of  the  Le-* 
giflature.    Twelve  hundred  men  were  raifed  by  the 
Earl  of  Sutherland :  the  Lord  Rae  brought  a  confix 
dcrabLe  number  to  the  field :  the  Grants  and  Moo* 
roes  appeared  under  their  refpe&ive  leaders  for  the 
ferrate,  of  his  Majefty:^Sir;rAiexattdcr  Macdoaatd 
declared  for  King  George,  and  the  Laird  of  Macteod 
fent  two  thoufand    hardy  iilandera  from  Skie,  to 
ihedgthen  the   fame  intereft.      Thefe  ;  gentlemen, 
though  fuppofed  to  be  otherwife  afie&ed,  were  go- 
veined  and  dire6feed  by  the  advice  of  Duncan  -Forbes^ 
Prcfitient  of  the  Colleger  of  Juftice  at  Edinburgh ; 
a:  man  of  extenfive  knowledge,  agreeable  manners* 
and  unblemiftxed  integrity.     He  procured  commit 
fiohs  for  railing  twenty  independent  companies,  and 
fome  of  thefe  he  beilowed  upon  individuals  who 
were  .either  attached  by  principle,  or  engaged  by 
pororoife,  to  the  Pretender.      He  acted  with  inde- 
fatigable zeal  for  the  intereft  of  the  reigning  family ; 
and  greatly  injured  an  opulent  fortune  in  their  fer- 
vxce*    He  confirmed  feveral  Chiefs  who  began  to 
waver  in  their  principles :  fome  he  a&ually  converted 
by  the  energy  of  his.  arguments,  and  brought  over 
to  theafliftance  of  the  government,  which  they  had 
determined  to  oppofe :  others  he  perfuaded  to  re- 
main quiet,  without  taking  any  (hare  in  the  prefent 
troubles.     Certain  it  is,  this  gentleman,  by  his  in- 
dustry and  addrefs,  prevented  tne  infurredion  of  ten 
thoufand  Highlanders,   who  would  otherwife .  have 
joined  the  Pretender ;  and,  therefore,  he  may  be  faid 
to  have  been  one  great  caufe  of  that  Adventurer  s 
mifcarriage,     The  Earl  of  Loudon   repaired  to  In- 
verness, where  he  completed  his  regiment  of  High- 
landers ;  diredled  the  condudt  of  the  cla^s  who  had 
.    •'  taken 
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tak«n  aims  in  behalf  of  his  Majefty ;  and,  by  hisCH  ap, 
vigilance,  ovef-awcd  the  difaffe&ed Chieftains ofthatt J^L* 
country,  who  had  not  yet  openly  engaged  in  the  re-    174i. 
hellion.     Immediately  after  the  defeat  of  Cope,  fix 
thouiand  Dutch  txY>ops*  arrived  in  England,  and 
three  battalions  of  guards,  with  feven  regiments  of 
infantry,  were  recalled  from  Flanders,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom.     They  forthwith  began  their 
march  to  the  North,  under  the  command  of  General 
Wade,  who  received  orders  to  ailemble  an  army, 
which   proceeded  to  Newcaftle.      The  Parliament 
meeting  on  the  iixteenth  day  of  October,  his  Majefty 
gave  them  to  underftand,  that  an  unnatural  rebel- 
lion had  broke  out  in  Scotland,  towards  the  fup- 
preffion  of  which  he  craved  their  advice  apd  afi- 
fiftance.     He  found  both  Houfes  cordial  in  their 
addreflea,  and  zealous  in  their  attachment  to  hi* 
perfon  and  government.    The  Commons  forthwith 
fufpeoded  the  Habeas  Corpus  a& ;  and  feveral  per* 
fons  were  apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  treafonable 
pra&ices.    Immediately  after  the  feflion  was  opened, 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  arrived  from  the  Nether- 
lands, and  was  followed  by  another  detachment  of 
dragoons  and  infantry.     The  train-hands  of  Lon- 
don were  reviewed  by  his  Majefty :  the  county  rdgu 
ments  were  completed  ;  the  volunteers,  in  different 
part;  of  the  kingdom,  employed  themfelves  indufc* 
trioufly  in  the  extrcife  of  arms ;  and  the  whole  Eng- 
li(h  nation  feemed  to  rife  up  as  one  man  againft  this. 
formidable  invader.     The  government,  being  appre-; 
henfive  of  a  defcent  from  France,  appointed  Admiral 
Vernon  to  command  a  fquadron  in  the  Downs,  to 
Qbferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy  by  fea,  efpecially 
in  the  harbours  of  Dunkirk  and  Boulogn  ;  and  his 

They  were  competed  of  the  forces  who  h^d  foetn.  in  gasrifo  af 
Touroay  and  Dendermonde  when  thofe  place9  were  taken,  and  en- 
gaged by  capitulation,  that  they  fhould  not  perform  any  military 
functan  before  the  firrt  day  of  January  in  the  year  1747 >  fo  they 
could  not  have  a#cd  io  pnglan  J  without  the  infringement  pf  a  folemn 
treaty.  R 
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B'o  o  Kcruifers  took  feveral  fhips  laden  with  foldiers,  offi- 
^V*  cers,  and  ammunition,  deftined  for  the  fervice  of 
^^J^^the  Pretender  in  Scotland. 

§  XXXII.  This  enterprifing  youth,  having  col- 
ledled  about  five  thoufand  men,  refolved  to  make  an 
irruption  into  England,  which  he  accordingly  entered 
by  the  Weft  Border  on  the  fixth  day  of  November. 
Garlifle  was  invefted,  and  in  lefs  than  three  days  fur- 
rendered  :  the  keys  were  delivered  to  him  at  Bramp- 
ton, by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  on  their  kAces. 
Here  he  found  a  considerable  quantity  of  arms :  his 
father  was  proclaimed  King  of  Great-Britain,  and 
himfelf  Regent,  by  the  Magiftrates  in  their  forma- 
lities.    General  Wade  being  apprifed  of  his  progrefs, 
decamped  from  Newcaftle,  and  advanced  acrofe  the 
country  as  far  as  Hexham,  though  the  fields  were 
covered  with  fnow,  and  the  roads  almoft  impaffable. 
There  he  received  intelligence  that  Carlifle  was  re- 
duced, and  forthwith  returned  to  his  former  ftation. 
In  the  mean  time,  orders  were  iflued  for  aflembling 
another  army  in  Staffordshire,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  John  Ligonief.     Prince  Charles,    notwith- 
ftanding  this  formidable  oppofition,  determined  to 
proceed.    He  had  received  aflurances  from  France, 
that  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  would  be  landed 
on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Britain,  to  make  a  diverfion 
in  his  favour ;  and  he  never  doubted  but  that  he 
fhould  be  joined  by  all  the  Englifh  malcontents,  as 
foon  as  he  could  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the 
kingdom.     Leaving  a  fmall  garrifoh  in  the  caftle  of 
Carlifle,  he  advanced  to  Penrith,  marching  on  foot 
ia  the  Highland  garb,  at  the  head  of  his  forces ; 
and  continued  his  route  through  Lancafter  and  Pref- 
-  ton  to  Manchefter,  where,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  the  month,    he   eftablifhed  his   head  quarters. 
There  he  was  joined  by  about  two  hundred  Englift- 
men,  who  were  formed  into  a  regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Townley.     The  inhabitants 
feemed  to  receive  him  with  marks  of  affe&ion ;  and 

his 
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his  arrival  was  celebrated  by  illuminations,  and  other  c  hap. 
publick  rejoicings.    His  fuppofed  intention  was  to     VIIX- 
profecute  his  march  by  the  way  of  Chefter  into^^^ 
Wales,  where  he  hoped  to  find  a  great  number  of 
adherents  :  but  all  the  bridges  over  the  river  Merfey 
being  broken  down,  he  chofe  the  route  to  Stockport,        % 
and  forded  the  river  at  the  head  of  his  diviiion, 
though  the  water  rofe  to  his  middle.     He  patted 
through  Macclesfield  and  Congleton ;  and  on  the 
fourth  day  of  December  entered  the  town  of  Derby, 
in  which  his  army  was  quartered,  and  his  father  pro-       ^     / 
claimed  with  grat  formality.     He  had  now  advanced         '  ' ' . :* 
within  one  hanf  rr H  miles  of  the  capital,  which  was    ; ;  /  -»»•• " 
filled  with  terror  and  confuiion.    Wade  lingered  in 
Yorklhire :  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  aftiimed 
the  command  of  the  other  army  aflembled  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lichfield.    He  had  marched  from 
Stafford  to  Stone;  fo  that  the  rebels,  in  turning #ff 
from  Aihby  to  Derby,  had  gained  a  march  be- 
tween  him  and  London.     Had  Charles  proceeded  in 
his  career  with  that  expedition  which  he  had  hitherto 
nfed,  he  might  have  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
metropolis,    where  he  would  have  been  certainly 
joined  by  a  considerable  number  of  his  well-wifhers, 
who  waited  impatiently  for  his  approach  :  yet  this 
exploit  could  not  have  been  atchieved  without  ha- 
zarding  an  engagement,  and  running  the  rifque  of  - 
being  enclofed  within  three  armies,  each  greatly  fu- 
pcrior  to  his  own  in  number  and  artillery.    Orders 
were  given  for  forming  a  camp  on  Finchley-<:om- 
mon,  where  the  king  refolved  to  take  the  field  in 
perfon,  accompanied  by  the  Earl  of  Stair,  Field- 
Marefchal  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  in 
South-Britain.      Some  Romifh  Priefts  were  appre- 
hended :  the  militia  of  London  and  Middlefex  were 
kept  in  readinefs  to  march :  double  watches  were 
polled  at  the  city-gates,  and  fignals  of  alarm  ap- 
pointed.   The  volunteers  of  the  city  were  incorpo- 
rated into  a  regiment :  the  pnuSUtioners  of  the  law, 

headed 
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Boo  k headed  by  the  Judges,  weavers  of  SpitakF'relds, 
2}m_  att^  other  communities,  engaged  in  aftociations  ;  and 
"Wen  the  managers  of  the  theatres  offered  to  raife  a 
body  of  their  dependents  foF  the  fervice  of  the  g<*. 
vemrnent.  Notwithstanding  thefe  precautions  and 
appearances  of  unanimity,  the  trading  part  of  the 
city,  and  thofe  concerned  in  the  money~.o  corporations, 
were  overwhelmed  with  fear  and  ciejetf  ion.  They 
repofed  a  very  little  confidence  in  the  courage  or  dif- 
Cipline  of  their  militia  and  volunteers  :  they  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  the  French  wgre  employed 
in  making  preparations  at  Dunkirk  and  Calais  for  a 
defcent  upon  England :  they  dreaded  an  infurredtion 
of.  the  Roman  Catholicks,  and  other  friends  of  the 
Hoiife  of  Stuart ;  and  they  refte&ad  that  the  High- 
landers, of  whom  by  this  time  they  had  conceived 
a  moll  terrible  idea,  were  within  four  days9  march  of 
ilia  capital.  Alarmed  by  thefe  canfiderations,  they 
prognofticated  their  own  ruin  in  the  approaching 
revolution;  and  their  countenances  exhibited  the 
plaineft  marks  of  horror  and  defpair.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Jacobites  were  elevated  to  an  infolence  of 
hope,  which  they  were  at  no  pains  to  conceal ;  while 
many  people,  who  had  no  private  property  to  lofe, 
and  thought  no  change  would  be  for  the  worfe, 
waited  the  ifTue  of  thU  crifis  with  the  mod  calm  in- 
difference. 

-■$  XXXIII.  This  ftate  of  fufpence  was  of  fhort 
duration.  The  young  Pretender  found  himielf  m*> 
ierably  difappointed  in  his  expectations.  He  had 
now  advanced  into  the.  middle  of  the  kingdom,  and 
except  a  few  that  joined  him  at  Manchefter,  not  a 
foul  appeared  in  his  behalf :  one  would  have  ima- 
gined that  all  the  Jacobites  of  England  had  been 
annihilated.  The  Welch  took  no  ftep  to  excite  an 
infurre&ion  in  his  favour :  the  French  made  no  at- 
tempt towards  an  invaiion :  his  Court  was  divided 
into  factions :  the  Highland  Chiefs  began  to  mur- 
mur, and  their  clans  to  be  unruly  :  lie  law  himfelf 
.  .       I  wiih 
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wtth  a  handful  of  men  hemmed  in  between  two  coh-c  h  a>pt 
fiderable  arttrie*,  m  the  middle  of  winter,  and  in  a   VIfI- 
country  difeflfe&ed  to  bis  caufe.     He  knew  be  cduld'^^^' 
not  proceed  to  the  metropolis  without  hazarding  a 
battle,  and  -that  a  defeat  would  be  attended  with  the 
inevitable  dfcftra#ion  of  himfelf  and  all  his  adhe- 
rents;   and   Rfc  had  received  information  that; his 
friends  and  officers  had  afferabled  a  body  of  forces 
in  the  North,  fuperior  ih  nuflibe*  to  thofe  by  whom 
he  was  attended.     He  called  a  council  at  Derby; 
and  propofed  tx>  advance  towards  London :  the  pro- 
posal was  fuppotfed  by  Lord  Nairn  with  great  vehe- 
mence ;  but,  after  violent  difputca,  the  majority  de- 
termined that  they  fhould  retreat  to  Scodand  with  all 
poffible  expedition.     Accordingly, :  they  abandoned 
Derby  on  the  fixth  day  of  December,   early  in  the 
morning,  attd  meafured  bfcck  the  route  hy  which 
they  had  advanced;    On  the  ninth  their  vanguard 
arrived  at  Manchester :  on  the  twelfth  they  entered 
Ftefton,   and   continued  their    march   northwards* 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  was  encamped  at 
Meriden,   when  feft  apprifed  of  their  retreat,  de- 
tached the  h&&  and  dragoons  in  purfuit  of  them ; 
while  General  Wade  began  his  march  from  Ferry-* 
bridge  in  Lancashire,  with  a  .view  of  intercepting 
them  in  their  r$ute :   but  at  Wakefield  he  under- 
flood  that  they  had  already  reached  Wigan:   he> 
therefore,  repaired  to  hid  old  poft  at  Newcaftle,  af- 
ter having  detached  General  Oglethorpe,   with  his 
horfe  and  dragoons,  to  join  thofe  who  had  been  fent 
fiff  feom  the  Duke's  army.    They  purftied  with  fuch 
alacrity,  that  they  overtook  the  rear  of  the  rebels, 
with  which  tKey  fltirmifhed,   in  Lancafture,     The 
militia  of  Cumberland  and  Weftmoreland  were  raifed 
and  armed  by  the-  Duke's  older,  to  harafs  them  in 
their  march.     The  bridges  were  broken  down,  the 
roads  damaged,  and  the  beacons  lighted  to  alarm 
the  country.     Neverthelefs,  they  retreated  regularly 
with  their  fmall  train  of  artillery.    They  were  over* 

taken 
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boo  K  taken  at  the  village  of  Clifton;  iu  the  neighbourhood 
n.     of  Penrith,  by  two  regiments  of  dragoons.     Thefe 

^^T*"' alighted,  and  lined  the  hedges,  in  order  to  harafc 
part  of  the  enemy's  rear-guard,  commanded  by 
Lord  John  Murray ;  who,  at  the  head  of  the  Mae- 
pherfons,  attacked  the  dragoons  fword  in  hand,  and 
repulfed  them  with  fome  lofs.  On  the  nineteenth 
day  of  the  month,  the  Highland  army  reached  Car* 
Me,  where  the  majority  of  the  Englifh .  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Pretender  were  left,  at  their  own  defire. 
Charles,  having  reinforced  the  garrifon  of  the  place, 
croffed  the  rivers  Eden  and  Solwayinto  Scotland, 
having  thus  accomplished  one  of  the  mod  furpriiing 
retreats  that  ever  was  performed.  But  the  mofU*- 
markable  circumftance  of  this  expedition,  was^he 
moderation  and  regularity  with  which  thofe  ferocious 
people  conducted  themfelves  in  a  country  abound- 
ing with  plunder.  No  violence  was  offered;  no  out- 
rage committed  ;\  and  they  were.effe#ually  reftraiqed 
from  the  exercife-  of  rapine.  Notwithstanding  the 
exceffive  cold,  the  hunger,  and  fatigue  to  which 
they  muft  have  been  expofed,  they  left  behind  no 
fick,  and  loft  a  very  few  ftraggters?  but  retired  with 
deliberation,,  and  carried  off  their  Cannon  in  the 
face  of  their  enemy.  The  Duke  of.  Cumberland 
inverted  Carlifle  with  his  whole  army  on  the  twenty- 
firft  day  of  December,  and 'on; the  thirtieth  the 
garrifon  furrendered  on  a  fort  of  capitulation  made 
with  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  The  prisoners,  amount- 
ing to  about  four  hundred,  were  imprifoned  in  dif- 
ferent gaols  in  England,  and  the  Duke  returned  to 
London.  . 

§  XXXIV.  The  Pretender  proceeded  by  the  way 
of  Dumfries  to  Glafgow,  from  which  lafl  city  he 
exacted  fevejre  contributions,  on  account  of  its  at- 
tachment to  the  government,  for  whofe  fervice  it 
had  railed  a  regiment  of  nine  hundred  men  under 
the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Home*  Having  con- 
tinued fevcral  days  at  Glafgow,  he  advanced  towards 

Stirling, 
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Stilling,  and  was -joined  by  fome  forces  which  hade  hap. 
been  aflertibling  in  his  abfence  by^  Lords  Lewis  VUI* 
Gordon  and  John  Drummond,  brothers  to  thev*^?1-' 
Dukes  of  Gordon  and  Perth.  This  laft  nobleman 
had  arrived  from  France  in  November,  with  a 
fmall  reinforcement  of  French  and  Iriih,  and  a 
•commiffion  as  General  of  thefe  auxiliaries.  He 
fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Perth,  where  he  was  re* 
infbrced  by  the  Earl  of  Cromartie,  and  other  clans, 
to  the  number  of  two  thoufand,  and  he  was  ac- 
commodated with  a  fmall  train  of  artillery.  They 
had  found  means  to  furprize  a  floop  of  war  at  Mon~ 
trofe,,  with  the  suns  of  which  they  fortified  that 
harbour.  They  had  received  a  confiderable  (urn  of 
huMey  from  Spain.  They  took  poflftffion  of  Dun- 
dee, Dumblaine,  Dowiicatfle,  and  laid  Fife  under 
contribution..  The  Earl  of  Loudon  remained  at 
Inrernefs,  with  about  two  thoufand  Highlanders  in 
the  fervice  of  his.  Majefty,  He  convoyed  provi- 
fions  to  Fort-Auguftus  and  Fort- William.:  he  fe- 
cured  the  perfon  of  Lord  Lovat,  who  Hill  tempo- 
rifed,  and  at  length  this  cunning  veteran  accofti- 
pliihed  his  efcape.  The  Laird  of  Macleod,  and 
Mr.  Monro  of  Culcaigi,  being  detached  from  In- 
verness towards  Aberdeenftiire,  were  furprized  and 
routed  by  Lord  Lewis  Gordon  at  Inverary ;  and  that 
intereft  feemed  to  preponderate  in  the  north  of 
Scotland.  Prince  Charles  being  joined  by  Lord 
John  Drummond,  inverted  the  cattle  of  Stirling, 
in  which  General  Blakeney  commanded :  but,  hit 
people  were  fo  little  ufed  to  enterprizes  of  this 
kind,  that  they  made  very  little  progrefs  in  their 
operations.  > 

^  XXXV.  By  this  time,  a  confiderable  body  04 
forces  was  aftembled  at  Edinburgh,  under  the  con-t 
du&of  General  Hawley,  who  determined  to  relievo 
Stiiiing-caftle,  •  apd  advanced  to  Linlithgow  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  January:  next  day  his  whole  army 
rendeasvoufed.at  Falkirk,  while  the  rebels  were  can-r 
1  toned 
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job  Ktoned  about   Ifennbtkbtarn.    Oh  the'  feveneeenth 
u-     day  of  the  month)  they  began  their  march  in  two 

Vi-^7^co*umns  to  attack  the    King's    forces,    and   had 
forded  the  water  of  Carveti,  within  thtet  miles  of 
Hawley's  camp,  before  he  discovered  their  intention* 
Such  was  his  obftinacy,  felf  conceit,  or  oofcttntpt  tf 
the  enemy,  that  he  flighted  the  repeated  intdhgence 
he  had  received  of  their  ftiotioas  and  defigft*  firmly 
believing  they  dufft  not  hazard  an  engagement.    At 
length,    perceiving  they  had  occupied  the  riling 
ground  to  the  fouthward  of  Falkirk,  he  ordered  his 
t&vairy  to  advance,  and  drive  theift  from  the  emi- 
nence ;  while  his  inftntry  fonhed,  abd  Were  drawti  up 
ih  onder  of  batde.    The  Highlanders  kept  up  their 
fire,  and  took  aim  fo  weH,  that  the  afi&Jants  were 
broke  by  the  firft  volley  :  they  retreated  with  preci- 
pitation, and  fell  in  aftiohgft  the  infantry,  which  were 
fikewife  difcompofed  by  the  wind  fend  rain  beating 
with  great  violence  in  their  feces,  wetting  Aeir  pew* 
der,  and  diftuibing  their  eye-fight*    Same  of  the 
dragoons  rallied,  and  advanced  again  to  the  charge, 
with  part  of  the  infantry  which  had  ttot  been  en- 
gaged :  then  the  Pretender  marched  tfp  at  the  head 
of  his  corps  de  referrc,  confiftihg  of  the  regiment 
of  Lord  John  Drummond,   and  the  Irifh  piquets. 
Thefe  reinforcing  the  Camerons  and  the  Stuarts  in 
the  front  line,  immediately  obliged  the  dragoons  to 
give  way  a  fecond  time  %  and  they  agaki  disordered 
the  foot  in  their  retreat.    They  fet  fire  to  their  camp, 
and  abandoned  Falkirk  with  their  baggage  aiid  train, 
which  laft  had  nevet  reached  the  ifield  *>f  battle. 
The  rebels  followed  their  firft  blow, .  and  great  part 
of  the  Royal  army,   after  one  irregular  difcharge, 
turned  their  backs,  and  fled  in  the  utmoft  cenfter- 
nation.-    In  all  probability  few  or  none   of  them 
Would*  have  efcaped,   had  not  General  Hufkg,  and 
Brigadier  Cholmondeley,  rallied  part  of  feme  regi- 
ments,  and  made  a  gallant  Hand,  which  favoured 
the  retreat  of  the  reft  to  Falkirk*  from  whence  they 
'  6  retired 
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retired  in  confufion  to  Edinburgh,  leaving  the  field  C  H  a  P. 
of  battle,  with  part  of  tKeir  tents  and  artillery,  to    VI*V-, 
the  rebels:  but  their  lofs  of  men  did  not  exceed ^7f^: 
three  hundred,  including  Sir  Robert  Monro,  Colonel 
Whitney,  and  fome  other  officers  of  diftinrftton.     It 
was  at  this  period,   that  the  officers  who  had  been 
taken  at  'die  battle  of  Prefton-pans,  and  conveyed  to 
Angus  and  Fife,  finding  themfelves  unguarded,  broke 
their  parole,  and  returned  to  Edinburgh,  on  pretence 
of  their  having  been  forcibly  releafed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thole  parts.* 

§  XXXVI.  General  Hawley,  who  had  boafted 
that,  with  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  he  would  drive 
the  rebel  army  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  t6  the 
other,  incurred  abundance  of  cenfure  for  the  difpofi- 
tion  he  made,  as  well  as  for  his  conduct  before  and 
after  the  adlion :  but  he  found  means  to  vindicate 
hirafelf  to  the  fatisfarSHon  of  his  fovereign.  Never- 
thelefs,  it  was  judged  neceilkty  that  the  army  in  Scot-  * 
land  fhould  be  commanded  by  a  General  in  whom 
the  foldiers  might  have  fome  confidence  ;  and  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  was  chofen  fer  riiis  purpofe. 
Over  and  above  his  being  beloved  by  the  army,  it 
was  fiiggefted,  that  the  appearance  of  a  Prince  of  the 
Blood  in  Scotland  might  have  a  favourable  efte& 
upon  the  minds  of  people  in  that  kingdom:  he, 
therefore,  began  to  prepare  for  his  northern  expedi- 
tion. Meanwhile,  die  French  minifter  at  the  Hague 
having  reprefented  to  the  States-General,  that  the 
auxiliaries  which  they  had  fent  into  Great-Britain 
were  part  of  the  garrifons  of  Tournay  and  Oender- 
mond$,  and  reftrieted  by  the  capitulation  from  bear- 
ing arms  ^gainft  France  for  a  certain  term,  the  States 
thought  pi'ap'er  'to  recall  them,  rathe'r  than  came  to 
an  open  tupture  with  his  Moft  .Chriftian  Majefty.  In 
the  room  of  thofe  troops  fix  thoufand  Heffiahs  were 

tranf- 

*  Sir  £efcr  Haiket,  Captafn  Ltitjr  Scott,  Liert  tenant*  Farqohftrfort 
ind  Coroming,  with  a  few  other  gentlemen,  adhered  punctually  10 
their  parole,  and  their  conduct  was  approved  by  his  Majefty. 
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boo  Ktpanfportcd  from  Flanders  to  Leith,  where  they  ar- 
IJ-  rived  in  the  beginning  of  February,  under  the  com- 
474s>  tnand  of  their  Prince,  Frederick  of  Heile,  fon-in- 
law  to  his  Britannick  Majefty.  By  this  time  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  had  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  troops  in  Edinburgh,  confifting  of  fourteen  bat- 
talions of  infantry,  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  and 
twelve  hundred  Highlanders  from  Argylefhire,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Campbell.    On  the  laft  day 

An.  1746.  of  January,  his  Royal  Highnefs  began  his  march  to 
Linlithgow ;  and  the  enemy  who  had  renewed  the 
(lege  of  Stirling-caftle,  not  only  abandoned  that  en- 
terprize,  but  crofled  the  river  Forth  with  precipita- 
tion. Their  Prince  found  great  difficulty  in  main- 
taining his  forces,  that  part  of  the  country  being 
quite  exhaufted.  He  hoped  to  be  reinforced  in  the 
Highlands,  and  to  receive  fupplies  of  all  kinds  from 
France  and  Spain:  he,  therefore,  retired  by  Badenoch 
towards  Invernefs,  which  the  Earl  of  Loudon  aban- 
doned at  his  approach.  The  fort  was  furrendered  to 
him  almoft  without  oppofition,  and  here  he  fixed  his 
head-quarters.  His  next  exploit  was  the  fiege  of 
Fort-Auguftus,  which  he  in  a  little  time  reduced. 
The  Duke  of  Cumberland  having  fecured  the  im- 
portant pofts  of  Stirling  and  Perth,  with  the  Hefiian 
battalions,  advanced  with  the  army  to  Aberdeen, 
where  he  was  joined  by  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  the 
^arls  of  Aberdeen  and  Findlater,  the  Laird  of  Grant, 
and  other  perfons  of  diflindtion. 

§  XXXVII.  While  he  remained  in  this  place,  re- 
frefhing  his  troops,  and  preparing  magazines,  a  party 
of  the  rebels  furprized  a  detachment  of  Kingflon's 
horfe,  and  about  feventy  Argylefhire  Highlanders,  at 
Keith,  who  were  either  killed  or  taken.  Several  ad- 
vanced parties  of  that  militia  met  with  the  fame  fate 
In  different  places.  Lord  George  Murray  inverted 
the  caftle  of  Blair,  which  was  defended  by  Sir  Andrew 
Agnew,  until  a  body  of  Heffians  marched  to  its  re- 
Kcf>  and  obliged  the  rebels  to  retire.    The  Prince- 

""  Pretender 
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Pretender  ordered  all  his  forces  to  aflemble,  in  order  c  hap. 
to  begin  their,  march  for  Aberdeen,  to  attack  the  V,IL 
Duke  of  Cumberland:  but,  in  confequence  of  a  re-^-1^!** 
monftrance  from  the  clans,  who  declined  leaving 
their  families  at  the  mercy  of  the  King's  garrifon  in 
Fort -William,  he  refolved  previoufly  to  reduce  that~ 
fortrefs,  the  fiege  of  which  was  undertaken  by  Briga- 
dier Stapleton,  an  engineer  in  the  French  fervice : 
but  the  place  was  fo  vigoroufly  maintained  by  Cap- 
tain Scot,  that  in  the  beginning  of  April  they  thought 
proper  to  relinquifh  the  enterprize.  The  Earl  of 
Loudon  had  retired  into  Sutherland,  and  taken  poft 
at  Dornoch,  where  his  quarters  were  beat  up  by  a 
ftrong  detachment  of  the  rebels,  commanded  by  the 
Duke  of  Perth':  a  major  and  fixty  men  were  taken 
prifoners ;  and  the  Earl  was  obliged  to  take  flicker 
in  the  ifle  of  Skye.  Thefe  litde  checks  were  counter- 
balanced by  fome  advantages  which  his  Majefty's 
arms  obtained.  The  floop  of  war  which  the  rebels 
had  furprized  at  Montrofe  was  retaken  in  Suther- 
land, with  a  confiderable  fum  of  money,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  arms  on  board,  which  fhe  had  brought 
from  France  for  the  ufe  of  the  Pretender.  In  the 
fame  county,  the  Earl  of  Cromartie  fell  into  an  am- 
bufcade,  and  was  taken  by  the  militia  of  Suther- 
land, who  likewife  defeated  a  body  of  the  rebels  at 
Goldfpie.  This  adtion  happened  on  the  very  day 
which  has  been  rendered  famous  by  the  vi&oxy  ob* 
tained  at  Culloden. 
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C  H  A  P.     IX. 

\L  The  rebels  are*  totally  defeated  at  Culloden.     §  II. 

The  Duke  of Cumberland  takes  pojfejjion  of '  Invernefs} 

. .  and  afterwards  encamps  at  Fort-Augujhis.     ^  III. 

-  The  Prince-Pretender  efcapes  to  France.  §  IV. 
£om)idJion  in  the  miniftry.  ^  V.  Liberality  of  the 
Commotis.  $  VI.  Trial  of  the  rebels.  Kilmarnock, 
Balmerino)  Lovat,  and  Mr.  Ratcltffe,  are  beheaded 
bn  Tower-hilL    §  VIL  -The  States-General  alarmed 

-at  the  frogrefs  of  the  French  in  the  Netherlands. 

*  $.VIII.  Count  Saxe  fubdues  all  Flanders,  Brabant, 
.    and  Hainatdt.     $  IX.  Reduces  the  flrong  fortrefs  of 

Nantur,  and  defeats  the  allied  arfny  at  Rancour. 
.  §  X.  The  French  and  Spaniards  are  compelled  /# 
abandon  Piedmont  and  the  Milane/e.  $  XL  Don 
Philip  is  worfted  at  Codorno,  and  afterwards  at 
Porto  Freddo.    §  XII.  The  Auflrians  tahpoffeffttm 

-  -of  Genoa.  Count  Brown  penetrates  into  Provence* 
.  \  XIII.  The  Genoefe  expel  the  Anftrians  from  their 
:  eity.  $  XIV.  Madras  in  the  Eaft- Indies  taken  by 
.  .  the  French.    \  XV.  Expedition  to  the  coajl  ofBrt- 

Sagne,  and  attempt  upon  Port  IS  Orient.  §  XVI. 
•'  Naval  tranfaSions  in  the  Weft- Indies.  Conference 
:   at  Breda.     §  XVII.  Vafi  fupplies  granted  by  the 

•  Commons  of  England.  §  XVIII.  Parliament  dif- 
^foiyed*.   &  XI£.  The  French  and  allies  take  the 

field  in  Flanders.  §  XX.  Prince  of  Orange  eletled 
Si t ad t holder,  Captain-General,  and  Admiral  of  the 
United  Provinces.  §  XXI.  The  Confederates  de- 
feated af  Laffeldt.  $  XXII.  Siege  of  Bergen-op- 
Zoom.  §  XXIII.  The  Auftrians  undertake  the  fere 
of  Genoa,  which,  however,  (hey  abandm.  $  XXIV. 
TheChevalkr deBellei/leflainin the  attackof 'Exilles. 
$  XXV.  A  French  fqiiadron  defeated  and  taken  b) 
the  Admirals  Anfon  and  Warren.  §  XXVI.  Ad- 
miral Hawke  obtains  another  viftory  over  the  French 
0t  tea.  ^  XXVII.  Other  naval  tranfa&ons. 
.  -  \  4X&VIU 
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•  $XXVIH;  Cmgrefs  at.Aix-la-Chapelle.  §XXIX. 
Compliant  temper  of  the  new  Parliament.  Prelimi- 
naries figned.  %  XXX.  Preparations  for  the  cam- 
paign.in  the  Netherlands.  ^  XXXL  Siege  of  Maef- 
tricht.  Cejfation  of  arms.  ^  XXXII.  Tranfa3ions 
in  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies.  $  XXXIII.  Conclu- 
fion  of  the  definitive  treaty  at  Aix-la-Chapelle. 

§  I.  TN  the  beginning   of   April,    the  Duke  of  c  hap. 

Cumberland  began  his  march  from  Aber-  ^J^^j 
deen,  and  on  the  twelfth  pafled  the  deep  and  rapid  1746. 
river  Spey,  without  oppofition  from  the  rebels, 
though  a  detachment  of  them  appeared]  on  the  opr- 
polite  fide.  Why  they  did  not  difpute  the  paflage 
is  not  eafy  to  be  conceived :  but,  ,indeed,  from  this 
inftance  of  neglecft,  and  their  fubfequent  conduct, 
we  may  couclude  they  were  undtr  a  total  irifatua*- 
tion.  His  Royal  Highnefs  proceeded  to  Nairn,  ' 
where  he  received  intelligence, .  that  the  enemy  had 
advanced;  from  Inverness  to  .CuUoden,  about  the 
diftamje  of  nine  miles  from  the  Royal  army,  with 
intention  to  give  him  battle.  The  defign  of  Charles 
was  to  march  in  the  night  frOm-Culloden  and  fur- 
prize  the  Duke's  army  at  day-break  :  for  this  pur- 
pofe  the  Englifti  camp  had  been  reconnoitred ;  and 
on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  the  Highland  army  be- 
gan ta  march  in  two  columns.  Their  defign  was 
to  furrouhd  the  enemy,  and  attack  them  at  once  oh 
all  quarters  :  but  the- length  of  the  columns  embar- 
rafled  the  march*  fo  that  the  army  was  obliged  to 
make  many  halts  I  the  men  had  been  under  arms 
during  the  whole  preceding,  night,  were  faint  with 
hunger  and  fatigue,  and  many  of  them  overpowered 
with  fleep.  Some  were  unable  to  proceed  ;  others 
dropped  off  unperceived  in  the  dark;  and  the  march 
was  retarded  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  would  have 
befcn  impoffible  to  reach  the  Duke's  camp  before 
fun-rife.  The  defign  being  thus  fruftrated,  the 
Prince-Pretender  was  with  great  reludance  prevailed 
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boo  Ktrpon  by  his  general  officers  to  meafure  back  his 
IL      way  to  Culloden ;  at  which  place  he  had  no  fooner 

^^^  arrived,  than  great  numbers  of  his  followers  dif- 
perfed  in  qneft  of  provifion ;  and  many,  overcome 
.with  weariftcfs  and  fleep,  threw  themfelves  down  on 
the  heath,  and  along  the  park  walkr  Their  repofe, 
however,  was  foon  interropted  m  a  very  difagree- 
able  manner.  Their  Prince  receiving  intelligence 
that  his  enemies  were  in  fall  march  to  attack  him, 
refolved  to  hazard  an  engagement,  and  ordered  his 
troops  to  be  formed  for  that  purpofe.  On  the  fix- 
teenth  day  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  hav- 
ing made  the  proper  difpofitions,  decamped  from 
Nairn  early  in  the  morning,  and  after  a  march  of 
nine  miles  perceived  the  Highlanders  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle,  to  the  number  of  four  thoufand 
men,  in  thirteen  divifions,  fupplied  with  fome  pieces 
of  artillery.  The  Royal  army,  Which  was  much 
more  numerous,  the  Duke,  immediately  formed  into 
three  lines,  difpofed  in  excellent  order :  and  about 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  cannonading  began. 
The  artillery  of  the  rebels  was  ill  ferved,  and  did 
very  little  execution  ;  but  that  of  the  King's  troops 
made  dreadful  havock  among  the  enemy.  Impa- 
tient ^of  this  fire,  their  front-line  advanced  to  the 
attack,  and  about  five  hundred  of  the  clans  charged 
the  Duke's  left  wing  with  their  ufual  impetuofity. 
One  regiment  was  difordered  by  the  weight  of  this 
column ;  but  two  battalions  advancing  from  the  fe- 
cond  line,  fuftained  the  firft,  and  foon  put  a  flop  to 
their  career,  by  a  fevere  fire,  that  killed  a  great  num- 
ber. At  the  fame  time,  the  dragoons  under  Haw- 
ley,  and  the  Argylefhire  militia  pulled  down  a  park 
wall  that  covered  their  right  flank,  and  the  cavalry 
falling  in  among  the  rebels  fword  in  hand,  com- 
pleted their  confufion.  The  French  picquets  on 
.  their  left,  covered  the  retreat  of  the  Highlanders  by 
a  clofe  and  regular  fire  ;  and  then  Tetired  to  Inver- 
nefs,  where  they  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of 

war. 
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war.     An  entire  body  of  the  rebels  marcjied  off  thee  hap. 
field  in  order,  with  their  pipes  playing,  and  *he.i?^_, 
Pretender's  ftandard  difplayed ;  the  reft  were  routed^^J/ 
with  great  fiaughter ;  and  their  Prince  was  with  re- 
luctance  prevailed  upon   to  retire.     In  lefs  than 
thirty  minutes  they  were  totally  defeated,  and  the 
field  covered  with  the  flain.    The  road,  as  far  as 
Invernefs,    was  (brewed  with  dead  bodies;    and  a 
frreat  number  of  peopie,  who,  from  motives  of  cu~ 
nofity,  had  come  to  fee  the  battle,  were  facrificed 
to  the  undiftinguiihing  vengeance  of  the  victors. 
Twelve  hundred  rebels  were  flain  or  wounded  on 
the  field,  and  in  die  pnriuit.    The  Earl  of  Kilmar- 
nock was  taken ;  and  in  a  few*days  Lord  Balmerino 
furrendered  to  a  country  gentleman,  at  whofe  houfe 
he  prefented  himfelf  for  this  purpofe.    The  glory  of 
the  vidory  was  fullied  by  the  barbarity  of  the  foldiers. 
They  had  been  provoked  by  their  former  difgraces 
to  the  mofl  lavage  third  of  revenge.    Not  contented 
with  the  blood  which  was  fo  profufely  flied  in  the 
heat  of  a$ion,  they  traveried  the  field  after  the  bat* 
de,  and  maflacred  thofe  miferable  wretches  who  lay 
maimed  and  expiring:   nay,  feme  officers  a&ed  a 
part  in  this  cruel  fcene  of  afTafliaarioji,  the  triumph' 
of  low  illiberal  minds,  uninfpired  by  fentiment,  un- 
tinctured  by  humanity.    The  vanquished  Adven- 
turer rode  off  the  field,  accompanied  by  the  Duke 
of  Perth,  Lord  Elcho,  and  a  few  hor&men;   he 
aoffed  the  water  of  Nftirq,  and  retired  to  the  houfe 
of  a  gentleman  in  Struttharick,  where  he  conferred 
with  old  Lord  Lovat ;  then  he  difmifled  his  follow- 
ers, and  wandered  about,   a  wretched  and  folitary 
fugitive,  among  the  ifles  and  mountains  for  the  fpace 
of  five  months,  during  which  he  underwent  fuch  a 
feries  of  dangers,  hardfhips,  and  mifery,  as  no  other 
perfon  ever  out-lived.     Thus,  in  one  (hort  hour,  all 
his  hope  vanifhed,   and  the  rebellion  was  entirely 
extinguiihed.     One  would  almoft  imagine,  the  con- 
dudors  pf  tbi*  defperate  enterpnze  had  confpired 

their 
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BOOK  their  own  deftru&ion,  as  they .  certainly  riegle&crf 
-_**•,  every  ftep  that  might  have  contributed  to  their 
I746>  fafety  or  fuccefs.  They  might  have  oppofed  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  at  the  pafiage  of  the  Spey  : 
they  might,  by  proper  conduct,  have  afterwards  at- 
tacked his  camp  in  the  night,  with  a  good  profpe6t 
of  fuccefs.  Afc  they  were  greatly  inferior  to  him  in 
number,  and  weakened  with  hunger  and  fatigue, 
they  might  have  retired  to  the  hills  and  faftneffes, 
'  where  they  would  have  found  plenty  of  live  cattle 
for  provifion,  recruited  -their  regiments,  and  been 
joined  by  a  flrong  reinforcement,  which  was  actually 
in  full  march  to  their  afliftance.  But  they  were 
diftra&ed  by  difienliofls  and  jealoufies  :  they  obeyed 
the  di&ates  of  defpair,  and  wilfully  devoted  them- 
felves  to  ruin  and  death.  When  the  news  of  the 
battle  arrived  in  England,  the  nation  was  tranfported 
with  joy,  and  extolled  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  as 
a  hero  and  deliverer.  Both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
congratulated  his  Majefty  on  the  aufpicious  event. 
They  decreed,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  their 
publick  thanks  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  which  were 
tranfmitted  to  him  by  the  Speakers ;  and  the  Com- 
mons, by  bill,  added  five-and-twenty  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum  to  his  former  revenue. 

$  II.  Immediately  after  the  decifive  a6Hon  at 
Culloden,  the  Duke  took  pofleflion  of  Invernefs, 
where  fix-and-thirty  deferters,  convicted  by  a  court- 
martial,  were  ordered  to  be  executed  :  then  he  de- 
tached feveral  parties  to  ravage  the  country.  One 
of  thefe  apprehended  the  Lady  Mackintofh,  who 
was  fent  prifoner  to  Invernefs.  They  did  hot  plun" 
der  her  houfe,  but  drove  away  her  cattle,  though 
her  huflband  was  a£tually  in  the  fervice  of  govern- 
ment. The  caflle  of  Lord  Lovat  was  destroyed. 
The  French  prifoners  were  fent  to  Carlifle  and  Pen- 
rith :  Kilmarnock,  Balmerino,  Cromartie,  and  his 
fon  the  Lord  Macleod,  were  conveyed  by  fea  to 
London;  and  thofe  of  an  inferior. rank  were  confined 
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in  different  prifons.     The  Marquip  of  Tullibafdine,C  HAP. 
together  with  a  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,     1*^. 
were  feized,  and  tranfported  to  the  Tower  of  Lon-    174$t . 
don,  to  which  the  Earl  of  Traquire  had  been  com- 
mitted on  fufpicion  :  in  a  few  months  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Culloden,  Murray,  the  Pretender's  Secretary, 
was  apprehended ;  and  the  eldeft  fon  of  Lord  Lovat, 
having  furrendered  himfelf,  was  imprifoned  in  the 
caftle  of  Edinburgh.     In  a  word,  all  the  gaols  of 
Great-Britain,   from  the  capital  Northwards,   were 
filled  with   thofe  unfortunate  captives;    and  great 
numbers  of  them  were  crouded  together  in  the  holds 
of  fhips,  where  they  perifhed  in  the  moft  deplorable 
manner,  for  want  of  neceflaries,    air,  and  exercife. 
Some  rebel  chiefs  efcaped  in  two  French  frigates, 
which  had  arrived  on  the  coafl  of  Lochaber  about- 
the  end  of  April,  and  engaged  three  veflels  belong- 
ing to  his  Britannick  Majefty  which  they  obliged 
to  retire.     Others  embarked  on  board  of  a  fhip  on 
the  ooaft  of  Buchan;  and  were  conveyed  to  Norway,' 
from  thence  they  travelled    to  Sweden.     In  the* 
month  of  May,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  advanced 
with  the  army  into  the  Highlands,   as  far  as  Fort-* 
Auguftus,  where  he  encamped ;  and  fent  off  detach- 
ments on  all  hands?   to  hunt  down  the  fugitives, 
and  lay  wade  the  country  with  fire  and  fword.    The 
caftles  of  Glengary  and  Lochiel  were  plundered  and 
burned :  every  houfe,  hut,  or  habitation,  met  with 
the  fame  fete,   without  diftinftion  :   all  the  cattle 
and  provifion  were  carried  off:  the  men  were  either 
ftot  upon  the  mountains,  like  wild  beafts,  or  put  to 
death  in  cold  blood,  without  form-  'of  trial :  the  wo- 
men, after  having  feen  their  hufbands  and  father! 
murdered,   were  mbjedled  to  bratal  violation?  and- 
then  turned  out  naked,  with' their  children,  to  ftarve 
on  the  barren  heaths.     One  whole  family  was  en* 
clofed  in  a  barn,  and  Confumed  to  afhes:    Thofo 
nrinifters  of  vengeance  were  fo  alert  in  the  execu- 
tion pf  their  office,  that  ii\  a  few  days  there  waa 
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Boo  K  neither  hotife,  cottage,  man,  nor  beaft,  to  be  fcen 
IL     in  the  compafe  of  fifty  miles :  all  was  ruin,  lilence 
Vl^£^and  defolatioiu 

&  III.   The  humane  reader  cannot  refle£  upon 
fuch  a  fcene  without  grief  and  horror :  what  then 
irjuft  have  been  the  fcnfation  of  the  fugitive  Prince, 
when  he  beheld  thefe  fpe&acles  of  woe,  the  difmal 
fruit  of  his  ambition?   He  was  now  furrounded  by 
armed  troops,  that  chafed  him  from  hill  to  dale, 
from  rock  to  cavern,    and   from    fhore  to  fhore. 
Sometimes  he  lurked  in  caves  and  cottages,  without 
attendants,  or  any  other  fupport  but  that  which  the 
pooreft  peafant  could  fupply.     Sometimes  he  was 
rowed  in  fifher-boats  from  ifle  to  ifle,  among  the 
Hebrides,  and  often  in  light  of  his  purfuers.     For 
fome  days  he  appeared  in  woman's  attire,  and  even 
palled  through  the  midfl  of  his  enemies  unknown. 
But,  underftanding  his  difguifewas  dilcovered,  he 
afliimed  the  habit  of  a  travelling  mountaineer,  and 
wandered  about  among  the  woods  and  heaths,  with 
a  matted  beard  and  fqualid  looks,  expofed  to  hun- 
ger, thirft,  and  wearinefs,  and  in  continual  danger 
of  being  apprehended.     He  was  obliged  to  truft  his 
life  to  the  fidelity  of  above  fifty  individuals,  and 
many  of  thefe  were  in  the  loweft  paths  of  fortune. 
I'hey  knew  that  a  price  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds 
was  let  upon  his  head ;  and  that,  by  betraying  him, 
they  fhould  enjoy  wealth  and  affluence :    but  they 
detefted  the  thought  of  obtaining  riches  on  fuch  in- 
famous terms,  and  miniftered  to  his  neceffities,  with 
the  utmoft  zeal  and  fidelity,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
their  own  deftru&ion.     In  the  courfe  of  thefe  pere- 
grinations, he  was  more  than  once  hemmed  in  by 
his  purfuers,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  feerned  to  pre- 
clude all  poffibility  of  efcaping  :  yet  he  was  never 
abandoned  by  his  hope  and  recollection  :    he  full 
found  fome  expedient  that  faved  him  from  capivity 
and  death ;  and  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  dif- 
trefles  njaintained  the  moll  amazing  equanimity  and 
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good  humour.    At  length  a  privateer  of  St.  Malo,c-H  a  p. 
hired  by  the  young  Sheridan  and  fome  other  Iriih  ,***- 
adherents,    arrived    in  Lochnannach;    and  on  the     IH6. 
twentieth  day  of  September,  this  unfortunate  Prince 
embarked  in  the  habit  which  he  wore  for  difguife. 
His  eye  was  hollow,  his  vifage  wan,  and  his  consti- 
tution greatly  impaired  by  famine  and  fatigue.    He 
was  accompanied  by  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  and  his 
brother,  with  a  few  other  exiles.     They  fet  fail  for 
France,  and  after  having  palled  unfeen,  by  means 
of  a  thick  fog,  through  a  Britilh  fquadron  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Leftock,  and  been  chafed  by 
two  Englifli  (hips  of  war,  arrived  in  fafety  at  Rofcau, 
near  Morlaix,  in  Bretagne.     Perhaps  he  would  have 
found  it  Hill  more  difficult  to  efcape,  had  not  the 
vigilance  and  eagernefs  of  the  government  been  re- 
laxed, in  confequence  of  a  report,  that  he  had  al- 
ready fallen  among  fome  perfons  that  were  flain  by  a 
volley  from  one  of  the  Duke's  detachments. 

$  IV.  Having  thus  explained  the  rife,  progrcfs, 
and  extinction  of  the  rebellion,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  take  a  retrofpe6tive  view  of  the  proceedings  in 
Parliament.  The  neceflary  fteps  being  taken  for 
quieting  the  intcftine  commotions  of  the  kingdom, 
the  two  Houfes  began  to  convert  their  attention  to 
the  affairs  of  the  continent.  On  the  fourteenth  day 
of  January,  the  King  repaired  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
and  in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne  gave  his  Parliament 
to  underliand,  that  the  States-General  had  made 
preffing  inftances  for  his  affiftance  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture,  when  they  were  inliich  danger  of  being, 
opprefled  by  the  power  of  France  in  the  Nether- 
lands ;  that  he  had  promifed  to  co-operate  with  them 
towards  oppofing  the  further  progrefs  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  and  even  concerted  meafures  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  He  declared  it  was  with  regret  that  he  afkcd 
any  further  aids  of  his  people  :  he  exhorted  them 
to  watch  over  the  publick  credit ;  and  exprefled  his 
entire  dependence  on  their  zeal  and  unanimity.    He 

was 
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BO  oKwas  favoured  with  loyal  addrefles,  couched  in  the 
ii.      warmeft  terms  of  duty  and  affection  :  but  the  fop- 

^^^^ plies  were  retarded  by  new  convulfions  in  the  mini- 
174  '  ftry.  The  Earl  of  Granville  had  made  an  effort  to 
retrieve  his  influence  in  the  cabinet,  and  his  Sove- 
reign favoured  his  pretenfions.  The  two  brothers, 
who  knew  his  afpiring  genious,  and  dreaded  his  fupe- 
-  rior  talents,  refufed  to  admit  fuch  a  colleague  into 
the  administration  :  they  even  refolved  to  ftrengthen 
their  party,  by  introducing  frefh  auxiliaries  into 
the  office  of  State.  Some  of  thefe  were  perfonally 
difagreeable  to  his  Majefty,  who  accordingly  re- 
jected the  futt  by  which  they  were  recommended. 
The  Duke  of  Newcaftle  and  his  brother,  with  all 
their  adherents,  immediately  refigned  their  em- 
ployments. The  Earl  of  Granville  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  State,  and  refumed  the  reins  of  admi- 
niftration :  but,  finding  himfelf  unequal  to -the  ac- 
cumulated oppofition  that  preponderated  againil 
him ;  foreseeing  that  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  fecure 
the  fupplies  in  Parliament ;  and  dreading  the  con- 
fequences  of  that  cohfufion  which  his  restoration 
had  already  produced,  he)  in  three  days>  volunta- 
rily quitted  the  helm  ;  and  his  Majefty  acquiefced  in 
the  meafures  propofed  by  the  oppofite  party.  The 
feals  were  re- delivered  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle 
and  the  Earl  of  Harrington :  Mr.  Pelham,  and  all 
the  reft  who  had  refigned,  were  reinftated  in  their 
refpe&ive  employments ;  and  offices  were  conferred 
on  feveral  individuals  who  had  never  before  been 
in  the  fervice  of  the  government.  William  Pitt,  Efq. 
was  appointed  Vice  Treafurer  of  Ireland,  and  foon 
promoted  to  the  place  of  Paymafter-General  of  the 
forces ;.  at  the  fame  time  the  King  declared .  him  a 
Privy-Counfellor.  This  gentleman  had  been  ori- 
ginally defigned  for  the  army,  in  which  he  a6tuafly 
bore  a  commiffion ;  but  fate  referred  him  a.  more 
important  ftation.  In  point  of  fortune  he  was  bare- 
ly qualified  to  be  elected  member  of  Parliament, 
7  when 
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when  he  obtained  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  CHAP, 
where  he  foon  outfhone  all  his  compatriots.     He     '*■     _ 
difplayed  a  furprifing  extent  and  precinon  of  politi-v-^£^ 
cal  knowledge,  an  irrefiftible  energy  of  argument, 
and  fuch  power  of  elocution,  as  ftruck  his  hearers 
with  aftoniihment  and  admiration.     It  flafhed  like 
the  lightening  of  heaven  againft  the  minifters  and 
fons  of  corruption,   blafting  where   it  fmote,    and 
withering  the  nerves  of  oppofition:  but  his  more 
fubftantial  praife  was  founded  upon  his  difinterefted 
integrity,  his  incorruptible  heart,  his  unconquerable 
fpirit  of  independence,    and  his  invariable  attach- 
ment to  the  intereft  and  liberty  of  his  country. 

§  V.  The  quiet  of  the  miniftry  being  re-eftablifli- 
ed,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  provided  for  forty  thou- 
fand  feamen,  neatly  the  fame  number  of  land  forces, 
befides  fifteen  regiments  raifed  by  the  nobility,  on 
account  of  the  rebellion,  and  about  twelve  thoufand 
marines.   "They  fettled  funds  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  Dutch  and  Heffian  troops  that  were  in  England, 
as  well  as  for  the  fubfidy  to  the  Landgrave.     They 
granted  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the  King 
of  Sardinia  ?  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary;  three  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
fand pounds  to    defray  the   expence   of   eighteen 
thoufand  Hanoverians;  about  three-and-thirty  thou- 
fand pounds  in  fubfidies  to  the  Electors  of  Mentz 
and  Cologn;  and  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in 
a  vote  of  credit  and  Confidence  to  his  Majefty.     The 
whole  charge  of  the  current  year  amounted  to  feven 
millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
which  was  raifed  by  the  land  and  malt-taxes,  annui- 
ties on  the  additional  duties  impofed  on  glafs,  and 
fpirituous  liquors,  a  lottery,  a  dedu6lion  from  the 
finking  fund,  and  Exchequer  bills,  chargeable  on 
thefirft  aids 'that  fhould  be  granted  in  the  next  fef- 
fion  of  Parliament. 

^  VI.  The  rebellion  being  quelled,  the  legislature 
refolved  to  make  examples  of  thofe  who  had  been! 

•     concerned 
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Boo  K  concerned  in  difturbifig  the  peace  of  their  country. 
If  •     In  June,  an  a&  of  attainder  was  patted  againft  the 

^Jj^principal  perfons  who  had  embarked  in  that  defpeiate . 
undertaking;    and    courts  were    opened  in    diffe- 
rent parts  of  England^  for  die  trial  of  the  prifoners. 
Seventeen  perfons  who  had  borne  arms  in  the  rebel 
army  were  executed  at  Kenaington-Common,   in 
the  neighbourhood  of  London,    and  fuffered  with 
great  conftancy  under  the  dreadful  tortures  which 
their  fentence  prefcribed :  nine  were  put  to  death, 
.    in  the  fame  manner,   at  Carlifle  ;  fix  at  Brumpton, 
feven   at  Penrith,    eleven  at  York:    of   thefc   a 
confiderable  number  were  gentlemen,  and  had  a&ed 
as  officers;  about  fifty  had  been  executed  as  de- 
ferters  in  different  parts  of  Scotland;   eighty-one 
fuffered  the  pains  of  the  law  as  traitors.     A  few 
obtained  pardons,  and  a  confiderable  number  were 
tranfported  to  the  plantations.     Bills  of  indictment 
for  high-treafon  were  found  by  the  county  of  Surry 
againft  the  Earls  of  Kilmarnock  and*  Cromartie,  and 
Lord  Balmerino.    Thefe   noblemen  were  tried  by 
their  peers  in  Weftminfter-hall,  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor prefiding  as  Lord  High-Steward  for  the  occa- 
fton.    The  two  Earls  confefied  their  crimes,  and  in 
pathetick  fpeeches  recommended  themfelves  to  his 
JMajefty's    mercy.      Lord   Balmerino    pleaded   not 
guilty :  he  denied  his  having  been  at  Carlifle  at  the 
time  fpecified  in  the  indictment,   but  this  excep- 
tion was  over-ruled :  then  he  moved  a  point  of  law 
in  arreft  of  judgment,  and  was  allowed  to  be  heard 
by  his  counfel.     They  might  have  expatiated  on  the 
hard  (ftp  of  being  tried  by  an  expoft  fatto  law,  and 
claimed  the  privilege  of  trial  in  the  county  where 
the  a£t  of  treafon  was  faid  to  have  been  committed. 
The  fame  hardfhip  was  impofed  upon  all  the  impri- 
soned rebels :  they  were  dragged  in  captivity  to  a 
ftrange  country,  far  from  their  friends  and  connec- 
tions, deftitute  of  means  to  produce  evidence  in  their 
favour,  even  if  they  had  been  innocent  of  the  charge. 

Balmerino 
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Balmerino  waved  this  plea,   and  fobmitted  to  theCHA  P. 
Court,  which  pronouced  fentence  of  death  upon     Ix* 
him  and  his  two  aflbciates.    Cromartie's  life  wasw^7"' 
fpared ;  but  the  other  two  were  beheaded,  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  on  Tower-faill.    Kilmarnock  was 
a  nobleman  of  fine  perfonal  accomplifhments ;   he  o.J/*t«- 
had  been  educated  in  Revolution  principles,   and**"^**^' 
engaged  in  the  rebellion,   partly  from  the  defperate  X~£L** 
fituation  of  his  fortune,  and  partly  from  refentment   ^  ^  '  /A* 
to  the  government,  on  his  being  deprived  of  a  pen* 
fion  which  he  had  for  feme  time  enjoyed.     He  was 
convinced  of  his  having  adted  criminally,  and  died 
with  marks  of  penitence  and  contrition.     Balmerino 
had  been  bred  up  to  arms,  and  aded  upon  principle : 
he  was  gallant,  brave,  rough,  and  refolute ;  he  eyed 
the  implements  of  death  with  the  moil  carelefs  fa- 
miliarity, and  feemed  to  triumph  in  his  fufferings. 
In  November,  Mr.  Ratcliffe,  the  titular  Earl  of 
Dementwater^r  who  had  been  taken  in  a  fhip  bound 
to  Scotland,   was  arraigned  on  a  former  fentence, 
pafled  againft  him  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fixtfcen :  he  refiifed  to  acknowledge  the 
authority  of  the  Court,  and  pleaded  that  he  was  a 
fubjeft  of  France,  honoured  with  a  commiffion  in 
the  fcrvice  of  his  Moft  Chriflkn  Majefty.    ?The 
identity  of  his  perfon  being  proved,  a  rule  was  made 
for  his  execution;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  Decern-  J.   * 

ber  he  fuffered  decapitation,  with  the  moft  perfe6l         \  V* 
compofure  and  ferenity.     Lord  Lovat*now  turned         y^  * 
of  fourfcore,  was  impeached  by  the  Commons,  and       '  t   N 


Steward.     John  Murray,   Secretary  to  the  Prince-  Vv  \, 

Pretender,  and  fome  of  his  own  domefticks  appear-  M^ 

ing  againft  him,  he  was  convi&ed  of  high  treafon,,         K*  ' 


and  condemned.  Notwithftanding  his  age,  infir- 
tnkies,  and  the  recolle&ion  of  his  confeience,  which 
wasfuppofed  to  be  not  alrogethcr  void  of  offence, 
he  died  like  an  old  Roman,  exclaiming,  "  duhe-et, 
decorum  eft  fro  f  atria  mori."    He  furveyed  the  crowd 
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Kwith  attention,  examined  the'dx,'  jefted  with  the 
executioner,  and  laid  his  hiad  upon  the  block  with 
^£7^  the  uttnoft  indifference.  From  this  laft  fcene  of  his 
life  one  would  have  concluded,  that  he  had  approved 
himfelf  a  patriot  from  his  youth,  and  never  deviated 
from  the  paths  of  virtue. 

^  VII.  The  flame  of  war  on  the  continent  did  not 
expire  at  the  election  of  an  emperor,  and  theje-efla- 
blifhment  of  peace  among  the  princes  of  the  empire. 
On  the  contrary,  it  raged  with,  double  violence  in 
confequence  of  thefe  events ;  for  the  force  that  was 
before  divided  being  now  united  in  oae  body,  exert- 
ed itfelf  with  great  vigour  and  rapidity.     The  States- 
General    were    overwhelmed  ..with,    confirmation.. 
Notwithftanding  the  pains  they  had  taken  to  avoid 
a  war,  and  the  condeicenfion  with  which  they  had 
foothed  and  fupplicated  the  French  Monarch  in  re- 
peated embaffies  and  memorials,  they  faw  themfelves 
itripped  of  their  barrier,  and  once  mofe  in  danger  of 
being  overwhelmed  by  that  ambitious  nation.    The 
city  of  Brtiflels  had  been  reduoed  during  the -winter; 
fo  that  the  enemy  were  in  pofleffion  ,of  all  the  Aus- 
trian Netherlands,   except  a .  few .  fortrefies.    Great 
part  of  the  forces  belonging  to  the  Repjublick  were 
reftri61ed  from  a6tion   by  capitulations,    to  which 
they  had  fubfcribed.    The  States  were  divided  in 
their  councils  between  the  two  factions  which  had 
long  fubfifted.    They  trembled  at  the  profpeft  of  fee- 
ing Zealand  invaded  in   the  fpring.     The  Orange 
party  loudly  called  for  an   augmentation  of  their 
forces  by  fea  and  land,   that  they  might  profecute 
the  war  with  vigour.    The  common  people,  fond 
of  novelty,  dazzled  by  the  fpendor  of  greatnefs, 
and  fully  perfuaded  that  nothing  but  a  chief  was 
wanting  to  their  fecurity,  demanded  the  Prince  of 
Orange  as  a  Stadtholder ;    and  even  mingled  me- 
naces with  their  demands.     The  oppofite  fa6Hon 
dreaded  alike  the  power  of  a  Stadtholder ;  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a  French  army,  and  the  feditious  dif- 

pofitior 
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pofitioft  of  the  populace.    An  ambaflador  was  fentCH  ap, 
lo  London  with,  representations    of  the  imminent     Ix- 
dangers  which  threatened  the  republick,  and  he  was    I?4^ 
ordered  to  follicit  in  the  moil  preffing  terms  the 
afliftance  of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  that  the  Allies 
might  have  a  fuperiority  in  the  Netherlands  by  the 
beginning  of  the  .campaign     The  King  was  very 
welldifpofed  to  comply  with  their  requeft;  but  the 
rebellion  in  his  kingdom,  and  the  diflenfions  in  his 
cabinet,  had  retarded  the  fupplies,  and  embarraffed 
him  fo  much,  that  he  found  it  impoffible  to  make 
thofe  early  preparations  that  were  neceflary  to  check 
the  career  of  the  enemy. 

$  VIII.  The  King  of  France,  with  his  general, 
the  Count  de  Saxe,  took  the  field  in  the  latter  end 
of  April,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  men,  and  advanced  towards  the  Allies,  who* 
.to  the  number  of  four-and-forty  thoufand,  were  en- 
trenched behind  the  Demer,  under  the  conduct  o£ 
the  Aufirian  general  Bathiani,  who  retired  before 
them,  and  took  poll  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Breda, 
the  capital  of  Dutch  IJrabant.  Marefchal  Saxe  imr 
mediately  invelkd  Antwerp,  which  ux  a  few  day* 
.was , Surrendered.  Then  he  appeared  before  thfc 
ftrqpg  town  of  Mons  i(i  Hainault,  with  an  irrefifti- 
ble.train  of  artillery,  an  immenfe  quantity  of  bqmbp 
and  warlike  implements.  He  carried  on  his  ap-  ' 
proaches  with  fuch  unabating  impetuofity,  that,, 
notwithftaifcliflg  a  very  vigorous  defence,  the  garr?- 
fon  was  obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  twenty-fevsnth. 
day  of  June,  in  about  eight-and-twenty  days  after 
the  place  had  been  in  veiled.  Sieges  were  not  r<w 
carried  on  by  the  tedious  method  of  lapping.  The 
French  King  found  it  much  more  expeditious  an4 
efte&ual  to  briftg  into  the  field  a  prodigious  train  of 
battering  cannon,  and  enormous  mortars,  that  kspt 
up  fuch  a  fire  as  no  garrifon  could  fuftain,  and  dis- 
charged fuch  an  inceflant  hail  of  bombs  and  bulletsj 
as  in  a  very  little  time  reduced  to  ruins  the^tac^ 

with' 
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BOOKwith  all  its  fortifications.    St.  Guiflain  and  Char- 
^JJ-      lcroy  met  with  the  fate  of  Mons  and  Antwerp ;  fo 
1746.    that  by  the  middle  of  July  the  French  King  was  ab- 
solute matter  of  Flanders,  Brabant  and  Hainault.   • 

$  IX.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  had  by  this  time, 
afiumed  the  command  of  the  confederate  army  at 
Terheyde,  which  being  reinforced  by  the  Heffian 
troops  from  Scotland,  and  a  frefti  body  of  Auftrians 
under  Count  Palfi,  amounted  to  eighty-feven  thou- 
fand  men,  including  the  Dutch  forces  commanded 
by  the  Prince  of  Waldeck.  The  generals,  fuppo- 
iing  the  next  ftorm  would  fall  upon  Namur, 
marched  towards  that  place,  and  took  poft  in  an 
advantageous  fituation  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
July,  in  fight  of  the  French  Army,  which  was  en- 
camped at  Gemblours.  Here  they  remained  till 
the  eighth  day  of  Auguft,  when  a  detachment  of  the 
enemy,  commanded  by  Count  Lowendahl,  took 
pofleffion  of  Huy,  where  he  found  a  krgc  magazine 
Belonging  to  the  Confederates  :  and  their  communi- 
cation with  Maeftricht  was  cut  off,  Marefchal  Saxe, 
on  the  other  fide,  took  his  meafures  fo  well,  that 
they  were  utterly  deprived  of  all  fubfiftence.  Then 
Prince  Charles,  retiring  acrofs  the  Maefe,  aban- 
doned Namur  to  the  efforts  of  the  enemy,  by  whom 
it  was  immediately  inverted.  The  trenches  were 
opened  on  the  fecond  day  of  September ;  and  the 
fiarrifon,  confifting  of  feven  thoufand  Auftrians,  de- 
tfended  themfelves  with  equal  fkjll  and  refolution: 
but  the  cannonading  and  bombardment  were  fo 
terrible,  that  in  a  few  days  the  place  was  converted 
into  a  heap  of  rubbiih ;  and  on  the  twenty-third  day 
of  the -month  the  French  Monarch  took  pofleffion 
of  tttb-ftrong  fortrefs,  which  had  formerly  fufiained 
•fuch  dreadful  attacks.  Meanwhile  the  allied  army, 
encamped  at  Maeftricht,  were  joined  by  Sir  John 
Ligonier,  with  fome  Britifh  and  Bavarian  batta- 
"  lions ;  and  Prince  Charles  refolved  to  give  the 
tntoqr  battle.  With  this  view  he  parted  the  Maefe 
6  on 
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on  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  and  advancedc  hap. 
towards  Marefchal  Saxe,  whom  he  found  fo  advan-^T^V, 
tageoufly  polled  at  Tongres,  that  he  thought  proper    174*. 
to  march  back  to  Maeftricht.     On  the  twenty-fixth 
day  of  September  he  crofied  the  Jaar  in  his  retreat ; 
and  his  rear  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  were 
repulfed.     But  Count  Saxe  being  reinforced  by  a 
body  ©f  troops,  under  the  Count  de  Clermont,  de- 
termined to  bring  the  Confederates  to  an  engage- 
ment.     On  the  thirteenth  day  of  the   month  he 
patted  the  Jaar;  while   he  took  pofleffion-of  the 
villages  of  Liers,  Warem,  and  Roucoux,  drew  up 
their  forces  in  order  of  battle,  and  made  preparations 
for  giving  him  a  warm  reception.     On  the  firft  day 
of  O&ober  the  enemy  advanced  in  three  columns ; 
and  a  terrible  cannonading  began  about  noon.     At 
two  o'clock  Prince  Waldeck  on  the  left  was  charged 
with  great  fury ;  and  after  an  obftinate  defence  over- 
powered by  numbers.    The  villages  were  attacked 
in  columns,  and  as  one  brigade  was  repulfed  another 
fucceeded;  fo  that  the  Allies  were  obliged  to  abandon 
thefe  pofts,   and  retreat  towards  Maeftricht,   with 
the  lois  of  five  thoufand  men,  and  thirty  pieces  of 
artillery.    The  vi&ory,   however,  coft  the  French 
General  a  much  greater  number  of  lives;  and  was 
attended  with  no  lolid  advantage.    Sir  John  Ligo- 
nier,  the  Earls  of  Crawford*  and  Rothes,  Brigadier 
vol.  in.  O  Douglas, 

*  This  nobleman,  fo  remarkable  for  bis  courage  and  third  of 
glory,  exhibited  a  very  extraordinary  inftance  of  pretence  of  mind  011 
the  morning  that  preceded  this  battle.  He  and'fome  volunteers', 
accompanied  by  his  aide  da  camp,  and  attended  by  two  orderly  dra- 
gooni,  had  rode  out  before  day  to  reconnoitre  the  Situation  of  the 
enemy  5  and  fell  in  upon  one  of  their  advanced  guards.  The  ferjeant  * 
who  commanded  it  immediately  turned  out  his  men,  and  their  pieces 
were  orefented  when  the  Earl  firft  perceived  them.  Without  betray* 
ing  the  leaft  mark  of  diforder,  he  rode  up  to~the  ferjeant,  and  a  (Tu- 
rning tbe  chara&er  of  a  French  General,  told  him  in  that  language, 
that  there  was  no  occafion  for  fuch  ceremony.  Then  he  alkea,  if 
they  had  perceived  any  of  the  enemy's  parties  ?  and  being  anfwered 
in  the  negative,  "  Very  well  (faid  he)  be  upon  your  guard  ;  and  if 
"  you  mould  be  attacked,  I  will  take  care  that  you  mail  be,  fuf- 
11  uined."    So  faying,  he  and  his  company  retired,  before  the  fer- 
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£o  o  k Douglas,  and  other  officers  of  the  British  troops, 

!I"  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  gaHantry  and  con- 
1746.  4u&  on  this  occaiion.  This  adlion  terminated  the 
campaign.  The  Allies  paffing  the  Maefe,  took  up 
their  winter-quarters  in  the  Duchies  of  Limburgh 
and  Luxembourg ;  while  the  French  cantoned  their 
troops  in  the  places  which  they  had  newly  con- 
quered. 

§  X.  The  campaign  in  Italy  was  altogether,  un- 
favourable to  the  French  and  Spaniards.    The  houfe 
of  Auftria  being  no  longer  prefled  on  the  fide  of  Ger- 
many, was  enabled  to  make  the  ftronger  efforts  in 
this  country ;  and  the  Britifh  fubfidy  encouraged  the 
King  of   Sardinia  to  a&  with  redoubled  vivacity. 
Marefchal  Maillebois  occupied  the  greater  part  of 
Piedmont  with  about  thirty  thoufand  men.     Don 
Philip  and  the  Count  de  Gages  were  at  the  head  of 
a  great  number  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milan ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Modena,  with  eight  thoufand,  fe- 
cured  his  own  dominions.     The  King  of  Sardinia 
augmented  his  forces  to  fix-and-thirty  thoufand; 
and  the  Auitrian  army,  under  the  Prince  of  Lkh- 
tenllein,  amounted  to  a  much  greater  number,;  fo 
that  the  enemy  were  reduced  to  the  neceflity  o£  a&- 
jng  on    the    defensive,    and    retired    towards  the 
Mantuan.     In  February,  Baron  I^eutrumi  the  Pied- 
montefe  General,  inverted  and  took  the  ftroag  for- 
trtefs  of  Afie.     He  afterwards  relieved  the  citadel  of 
Aleflandria,  which  the  Spaniards  had  blocked  up  in 
the  winter,  reduced  Cafal,  recovered  Valencia,  and 
obliged  Maillebois  to  retire  to  the  neighbourhood  of 

Genoa. 

jeant  could  recollect  himfejf  from  the  furprifc  occasioned  by  this  un- 
expected addreft.  In  all  probability  he  w*s  foon  fenfible  of  hi* 
miftakej  for  the  incident  was  that  very  day  publickly  mentioned  in 
the  French  army.  The  Prince  of  Tingray,  an  officer  in  the  Auftiian 
Tervice,  having  been  taken  prifoner  in  the  hatile  that  enfued,  dired 
with  Marefchal  Count  Saxe,  who  difmifled  him  on  hit  paiole,  and 
de  fired  he  would  charge  himfelf  with  a  facetious  compliment  to  hit 
old  friend,  the  Eul  of  Crawford.  He  wifhed  hit  Lordfhip  joy  of 
being  a  French  Genernl,  and  Ibid  he  could  not  help  heing  difpleaftd 
with  the  ftrjcint,  as  he  had  not  procured  him  tbc  honour  oi  bis  Lord- 
fup't  company  at  dinner* 


osorge  ii.  igS 

Genoa.     On  the  other  fide,  Dan  Philip  and  Count  chap. 
Gages,  abandoned  Milan,  Pavia,   and  Parma,    re-      IX- 
treating  before  the  Auftrians  with  the  utmoft  preci-  K*^t?* 
pitatipn  to  Placentia,  where  they  were  joined  on  the 
third  of  June  by  the  French  forces  under  Maille- 
bois.  •   .  ,    , 

,  ^  XL  Before  this  jun&ion  was  effe&ed, .  the  Spa- 
nish General,  Pignattrlli,  had  pafled  the  river  Po  in 
the  jright  with  a«  ftrong  detacnment,  and  beaten  up 
the  quarters  of  feven  thoufand  Auftrians  poftedat 
Codogno.  :  Don  Philip,  finding  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  two-and-fifty  thoufand  men  by  his  junction  with 
the  French  General;  refolved  to.attack  the  Auftrians 
in  their  camp  at  San  Lasaro,  before  they  ihould  be 
reinforded  by  his  Sardinian  Majefty.  Accordingly, 
on  the  fourth  day.  of.  June  in  the  evening,  he 
marched  with  equal  (Hence  and  expedition,  and.  en- 
tered the  AUftriiOr  trenches  about  eleven,  when  a 
defperate  battle  iehfued.  The  Auftrians  were  pre* 
pared  for  the  attack,  which  they  fuftained  with 
great  vigour  till  morning.  Then  they  quitted  their 
entrenchments,  and  charged  the  enemy  in  their  turn 
with  fuch  fury,  that  after  an  obftinate  refiftance  the  . 
combined  army  was  broke,  and  retired  with  precis 
pitation  to  Placentia,  leaving  on  the  field  .fifteen 
thoufand  men  killed,  wounded,  and  taken,  together 
with  fixty  colours,-  and  ten  pieces,  of  artillery.-  In 
a  few  weeks  the  Auftrians  were  joined  by  the  Pied- 
montefe :  the  King  of  Sardinia*  aflumed  the  chief- 
command  ;  and  Prince  Lichtenftein  being  indif* 
poi'ed,  his  place  Vvas  fupplied  by  the  Marquis  de 
Botta.  Don  PhiHp  retired  to  the  other  fide  of  the . 
Po,  and  extended  his  conquefts  in  the  open  country  - 
of  the  Milanefe.  The  King  of  Sardinia  called  a 
council  of  war,  in .  which  it  was  determined  that  he 
ihould  pafs  the  river  with  a  ftrong  body  of  troops* 
in  order  to  ftraiten  the  enemy  on  one  fide;  while 
the  Marquis  de  Botta  fhould  march  up  theTydone, 
to  cut  off   their   communication    with    Placentia, 

o  a  They 
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boo  KThey  forthwith  quitted  all  the  pofts  they  had  occu- 
^^J-  pied  between  the  Lambro  and  Adda,  refolving  to 
1746.  repafs  the  Pq,  and  retreat  to  Tortona.  With  this 
view  they  threw  bridges  of  boats  over  that  river, 
and  began  to  pafs  on  the  ninth  day  of  Auguft  in  the 
evening.  They  were  attacked  at  Rotto  Freddo  by 
a  detachment  of  Auftrians,  under  General  Serbelloni, 
who  maintained  the  eagagement  till  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  Botta  arrived :  the  battle  was  renewed 
with  redoubled  rage,  and  lafted  till  four  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  enemy  retired  in  great  diforder  to 
Tortona,  witli  the  lofs  of  eight  thoufand  men,  a 
good  number  of  colours  and  ftandards,  and  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannon.  This  vidlory  coft  the  Auftrians 
four  thoufand  men  killed  upon  the  fpot,  including 
the  gallant  General  Bernclau.  The  vigors  imme- 
diately fummoned  Placentia  to  furrender ;  and  the 
garrifon,  confiding  of  nine  thoufand  men,  were 
made  prifoners  of  war :  Don  Philip  continued  his 
retreat,  and  of  .all  his  forces  brought  fix-and-twenty 
thaufand  only  into  the  territories  of  Genoa* 

§  XII.  The  Piedmontefe  and  Auftrians  rejoining 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pavia,  advanced  to  Tor- 
tona, of  which  they  took  pofleffion  without  re- 
fiftancc,  while  the  enemy  fheltered  themfelves  under 
the  cannon  of  Genoa.  They  did  not  long  continue 
in  this  iituation :  for  on  the  twenty-feeond  day  of 
Augufl  they  were  again  in  motion,  and  retired  into 
Provence.  The  court  of  Madrid  imputing  the  bad 
fuccefs  of  this  ennpaign  to  the  mifcondudt  of  Count 
Gages,  recalled  that  General,  and  fent  the  Mar- 
quis de  las  Minas  to  refume  the  command  of  the 
forces.  In  the  mean  time,  the  vidlorious  Confede- 
rates appeared  before  Genoa  on  the  fourth  day  of 
December :  and  the  fenate  of  that  city  thinking  it 
incapable  of  defence,  fubmitted  to  a  very  mortifying 
capitulation,  by  which  the  gates  were  delivered 
up  to  the  Auftrians,  together  with  all  their  arms, 
artillery,  and  ammunition :   and  the  city  was  fub- 

jefted 
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je&ed  to  the  moft  cruel  contributions.    The  Mar-c  hap. 
quis  de  Botta  being  left  at  Genoa,  with  fixteen  thou-     lX* 
fand  men,  the  King  of  Sardinia  refolved  to  pafs  thc^^^y0 
Var,    and  purine  the  French   and   Spaniards  into 
Provence  :  but,  that  monarch  being  feized  with  the 
fmall-pox,  the  conduit  of  this  expedition  was  en- 
trufted   to  Count  Brown  an  Auftrian   General  of  i 
Irifh  extnwft,  who  had  given  repeated  proofs  of  un- 
common valour  and  capacity.     He  was  on  this  oc- 
cafion  affifted  by  Vice- Admiral  Medley,  who  com- 
manded the  Britifh  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean. 
The  French  forces  had  fortified  the  pafles  of  the 
Var,  under  the  condu£t  of  the  Marefchal  de  Bel- 
leifle,-who  thought  proper  to  abandon  his  pods  at 
the  approach  of  Count  Brown ;  and  this  General, 
at  the  head  of  fifty  thoufand  men  pafled  the  river, 
without  oppofition,  on  the  ninth  day  of  November. 
While  he  advanced  as  far  as  Draguignan,  laying  the 
open  country  under  contribution,  Baron  Roth,  with 
four-and-twenty  battalions,  invefted  Antibes,  which 
was  at  the  fame  time  bombarded  on  the  fide  of  the 
fea  by  the  Britifti  fquadron.     The  trenches  were 
opened  on  the  twentieth  day  of  September:   but 
Belleifle  having  afiembled  a  numerous  army,  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  Confederates,  and  the  Genoefe  having 
expelled  their  Auftrian  guefts,   Count  Brown  aban- 
doned the  enterprife,  and  repafied  the  Var,  not  with- 
out fome  damage  from  the  enemy. 

§  XIII.  The  court  of  Vienna,  which  has  ajways 
patronifed  oppreffion,  exa&ed  fuch  heavy  con- 
tribution from  the  Genoefe,^  and  its  dire(5Hons 
were  fo  rigoroufly  put  in  execution,  that  the 
people  were  reduced  to  defpair ;  and  refolved  to 
make  a  laft  effort  for  the  recovery  of  their  liberty 
and  independence.  Accordingly,  they  took  arms 
in  fecret,  feized  feveral  important  pofts  of  the  city  ; 
farprifed  fome  battalions  of  the  Auftrians ;  fur- 
rounded  others,  and  cut  them  in  pieces :  and,  in  a 
word,  drove  them  out  with  great  ilaughter.    The 

Marquis 


1Q8  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Boo  K  Marquis  de  Botta  a&ed  with  caution  and  fpirit : 
^J^^but  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  apprehen- 
i7l6.  five  of  the  peafants  in  the  country,  who  were  in 
arms,  he  retreated  to  the  pafs  of  the  Brochetta  on 
the  fide  of  Lombardy,  where  he  fecured  himfelf  in 
an  advantageous  fituation,  until  he  could  receive  re- 
inforcements. The  lofs  he  had  fuftained  at  Genoa 
did  not  hinder  him  from  reducing  Savona,  a  fea- 
port  town  belonging  to  that  Repubhck ;  and  he  af- 
terwards made  himfelf  mafter  of  Gavi.  The  Ge- 
noefe,  on  the  contrary,  exerted  themfelves  with 
Wonderful  induftry  in  fortifying  their  city,  railing 
troops,  and  in  taking  other  meafures  for  a  vigorous 
defence,  in  cafe  they  fhould  again  be  infulted. 

&  XIV.  The  naval  tranfa&ions  of  this  year  re- 
flected very  little  .  honour  on  the  .  Britifh  nation, 
Commodore  Peyton,  who  commanded  fix  fhips  of 
war  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  fhamefully  declined  a  deri- 
five  engagement  with  a  French  fquadron  of  inferior 
force ;  and  abandoned  the  important  fettlement  of 
Madras  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  which  was 
taken  without  oppofition  in- the  month  of  Septem- 
ber by  the  Frencn  Commodore,  De  la  Bourdonnais. 
Fort  St.  David,  and  the  other  Britifh  fa&ories  in 
India,  would  probably  have  fhared  the  fame  fate, 
had  not  the  enemy's  naval  force  in  that  Country  been 
fluttered  and  partly  deflroyed  by  a  terrible  tempeft. 
No  event  of  confequence  happened  in.  America, 
though  it  was  a  fcene  that  feemed  to  promife  the 
greateft  fuccefs  to  the  arms  of  England.  The  re- 
duction of  Cape-Breton  had  encouraged  the  miniliry 
to  project  the  conqueft  of  Quebeck,  the  capital  of 
Canada,  fituated  upon  the  % river  of  St.  Laurence. 
Commiflions  were,  fent  to  the  governors  of  the 
Britifh  colonies  in  North-America,  empowering 
them  to  raife  companies  to  join  the  armament  from 
England ;  and  eight  thoufand  troops  wej;e  adtually 
railed  in  confequence  of  thefe  dire&ionsi ;  while  a 
powerful  fquadron  and  tranfports,  having  fix  regi- 
ments on  board,  were  prepared  at  Portsmouth  for 

'thi* 
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this  expedition.    But thiir  departure  was poftponed  c hap. 
by    unaccountable   delays,    until  the    feafafc    was     IXa 
judged  too  far  advanced  to  rifque  the  great  fhips  on^-^^ 
the  boiiterous  coaft  of  North-America.     That  the 
armament,  however,  might  not  be  wholly  ufelefs  to 
the  nation,  it  was  employed  in  making  a  defcent 
upon  the  coaft  of  Bretagne,  on  the  fuppofition  that 
Port  L'Orient,  the  repofitory  of  all  the  ftores  and 
ihips  belonging  to  the  French  Eaft-India  company, 
might  be  furprifed;    or,  that  this  invafion  would 
alarm  the  enemy,  and,  by  making  a  diverfion,  fa* 
cilitate  the  operations  of  the  Auftrian  General  in 
Provence. 

$  XV.  The  naval  force  intended  for  this  fervice 
confided  of  fixteen  great  ihips,  and  eight  frigates* 
befides  bomb-ketches  and  ftore  fhips,  commanded 
by  Richard  Leftock,  appointed  Admiral  of  the  blue 
divifion.  Six  battalions  of  land  troops,  with  a  de-> 
tachment  of  matrofles  and  bombardiers,  were  em- 
barked in  thirty  tranfports,  under  the  condudl  of 
Lieutenant-General  Sinclair ;  and  the  whold  fleet  fet 
fail  from  Plymouth  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember. On  the  twentieth  the  troops  were  landed 
in  Quimpeilay-bay,  at  the  diftance  of  ten  miles 
from  Port  L'Orient.  The  militia,  reinforced  by 
fome  detachments  from  different  regiments,  were 
aflembled  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand,  and 
feemed  refolved  to  oppofe  the  difembarkation :  but 
feeing  the  Britifh  troops  determined  to  land  at  aU 
events,  they  thought  proper  to  retire.  Next  day 
General  Sinclair  advanced  into  the  country,  fkir- 
miftring  with  the  enemy  in  his  route ;  and  arriving 
at  the  village  of  Plemure,  within  half  a  league  from 
Port  L'Orient,  fummoned  that  place  tq  furrender. 
He  was  vifited  by  a  deputation  from  the  town, 
which  offered  to  admit  the  Britifh  forces,  on  con- 
dition that  they  fhould  be  reftraincd  from  pillaging 
the  inhabitants,  and  touching  the  magazines ;  and 
that  they  fhould  pay  a  juft  price  for  their  provifioaa. 
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BOOKThefc  terms  being  rcje&ed,  the  inhabitants  prc- 
M.      pared  for  a  vigorous  defence  ;  and  the  Englifh  Gc- 

•  1745,  neral  refolved  to  befiege  the  place  in  form,  though 
he  had  neither  time,  artillery,  nor  forces  fufficient 
for  fuch  an  enterprife.  This  ftrange  refolution  was 
owing  to  the  declaration  of  the  engineers,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  lay  the  place  in  afhes  in  the  fpace  of  four- 
and-twenty  hours.  All  his  cannon  amounted  to  no 
more  than  a  few  field-pieces ;  and  he  was  obliged  to 
wait  for  two  iron  guns,  which  the  failors  dragged  up 
from  the  ihipping.  Had  he  given  the  afiault  on  the 
Jirft  night  after  his  arrival,  when  the  town  was  filled 
with  terror  and  confufion,  and  deftitute  of  regular 
troops,  in  all  probability  it  would  have  been  eafily 
taken  by  fcalade  :  but  the  reduction  of  it  was  ren- 
dered impracticable  by  his  delay.  The  ramparts 
were  mounted  with  cannon  from  the  fhips  in  the 
harbour :  new  works  were  raifed  with  great  induftry : 
the  garrifon  was  reinforced  by  feveral  bodies  of  re- 
gular troops;  and  great  numbers  were  affembling 
from  all  parts ;  fo  that  the  Britifti  forces  were  in 
danger  of  being  furrounded  in  an  enemy's  country. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  difcouragements,  they  opened 
a  fmall  battery  againft  the  town,  which  was  let  on 
fire  in  feveral  places  by  their  bombs  and  red-hot 
bullets:  they  likewife  repulfedpart  of  the  garrifon 
which  had  made  a  fally  to  deftroy  their  works  :  but 
their  cannon  producing  no  effe6t  upon  the  fortifica- 
tions, the  fire  from  the  town  daily  increasing,  the 
engineers  owning  they  could  not  perform  their  pro- 
xmfe,  and  Admiral  Leftock  declaring  in  repeated 
mefiages,  that  he  could  no  longer  exppfe  the  fhips 
on  an  open  coaft  at  fuch  a  feafon  of  the  year,  Gene- 
ral Sinclair  abandoned  the  liege.  Having  caufed 
the  two  iron  pieces  of  cannon  and  the  mortars  to  be 
fpiked,  he  retreated  in  good  order  to  the  fea-fide, 
where  his  troops  were  re-embarked,  having  fuf- 
tained  very  inconfiderable  damage  fince  their  firft 
landing.  He  expe&ed  reinforcements  from  Eng- 
land, 
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land,  and  was  refolved  to  wait  a  little  longer  for  their  chap, 
arrival,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  annoy  the  enemy     IX* 
more  effectually.     In  the  beginning  of  O&ober  the  ^^^ 
fleet  failed  to  Quiberon-Bay,  where  they  deftroyed 
the  Ardent,  a  French  (hip  of  war  of  fixty-four  guns: 
and  a  detachment  of  the  forces  being  landed,  took 
poffeffion  of  a  fort  on  the  peninfula ;  while  the  little 
iflands  of  Houat  and  Heydic  were  reduced  by  the 
failors.     In  this  fituation  the  Admiral  and  General 
continued  till  the  feventeenth  day*  of  the  month, 
when  the  forts  being  difmantled,  and  the  troops  re- 
embarked,  the  fleet  failed  from  the  French  coaft : 
the  Admiral  returned  to  England,  and  the  tranfports 
with  the  foldiers  proceeded  to  Ireland,  where  they 
arrived  in  fafety. 

$  XVI.  This  expedition,  weak  and  frivolous  as  it 
may  feem,  was  refented  by  the  French  nation  as  one 
of  the  greateft  infults  they  had  ever  fuftained ;  and 
demonftrated  the  poffibility  of  hurting  France  in  her 
tendered  parts,  by  means  of  an  armament*  of  this 
nature,  well  timed,  and  vigoroufly  conducted.     In- 
deed, nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  or  precipitate 
than  an  attempt  to  diftrefs  the  enemy  by  landing  a 
handful  of  troops,   without  diaft-horfes,   tents,  or 
artillery,  from  a  fleet  of  {hips  lying  on  an  open 
beach,  expofed  to  the  uncertainty  of  weather  in  the 
moil  tempeftuous  feafon  of  the  year,  fo  as  to  render 
the  retreat  and  re-embarkation  altogether  precarious. 
TheBritifh  fquadrons  in  the  Weft-Indies  performed 
no  exploit  of  confequence  in  the  courfe  of  this  year. 
The    commerce  was    but    indifferently    prote&ed. 
Commodore  Lee,  ftationed  off  Martinico,   allowed 
a  French  fleet  of  merchant-fhips,  and  their  convoy, 
to  pals  by  his  fquadron  unmolefted ;  and  Commo- 
dore Mitchel  behaved  fcandaloufly  in  a  rencontre 
with  the  French  fquadron,  under  the  conduft  of 
Monfieur  de  Conflans,  who  in  his  return  to  Europe 
took  the  Severn,  an  Engliih  flup  of  fifty  guns.    The 
croiferB  on  all  fides,  Engliih,  French,  and  Spaniards, 
2  were 
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B  ooKwere  extremely  alert ;  and  though  the  Englifli   loft 
^J[^^the  greater  number  of  (hips,  this  difference  was  more 
,^5    than  overbalanced  by  the  fuperior  value  of  the  prizes 
taken  from  the  enemy.     In  the  courfe  of  this   year 
two-and-twenty  Spaniih    privateers,    and    iixty-lix 
merchant  veflels,    including  ten  regifter  fhips,  '  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Britifh  cnufers  :    from   the 
French  they  took  feven  fhips  of  war,  ninety   pri- 
vateers,   and  about  three    hundred    fhips  of  com- 
merce.   The  n£w  King  of  Spain*  being  fuppofed 
well-affe6ted  to  the  Britiih  nation,  an  effort  was  made 
4  to  detach  him  from  the  interefts  of  France,  by  means 

of  the  Marquis  de  Tabernega,  who  had  formerly 
been  his  favourite,  and  refided  many  years  as  a  re- 
fugee in   England.      This   nobleman  proceeded  to 
Lifbon,  where  a  negociation  was  fet  on  foot    with 
the  Court  of  Madrid.     But  his  efforts  mifcarried  ; 
and  the  influence  of  the  Queen-mother  continued  to 
predominate  in  the  Spaniih  councils.     The  States- 
General  had  for  lome  years  endeavoured  to  promote 
a  pacification  by  remonfirances,  and  even  intreaties, 
at  the  Court  of  Veriailles  :  the  French  King  at  length 
difcovered  an  inclination  to  peace,  and  in  September 
a  congrefs  was  opened  at  Breda,  the  capital  of  Dutch 
Brabant,  where  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Emperor, 
Great-Britain,  France,  and  Holland,  were  aflembkd  : 
but  the  French  were  fo  ihfolent  in  their  demands, 
that  the  conferences  were  foon  interrupted. 

§  XVIL  The  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  meet- 
ing in  November,  the  King  exhorted  them  to  con- 
cert with  all  poffible  expedition  the  proper  meafures 
for  purfuing  the  war  with  vigour,  that  the  confede- 
rate 

*  In  the  moath  of  July,  Philip  King  of  Spain  dying,  in  the  fixty- 
thirdyear  of  his  age,  was  iucceerJed  by  his  eldrft  fon  Ferdinand,  born 
of  Maria  Louifa  Gabneh,  fifter  tb  the  late  King  of  Sardinia.  He 
efpouled  Donna  Maria  Magdajena,  Infanta  of  Portugal,  but  had  no 
iflue.  Philip  was  but  two  days  furvived  by  his  daughter,  the  Dau- 
phinefa  of  France.  The  fame  month  wa«  remarkable  for  the  death 
•f  Chriftiern  VI.  Kinj  of  Desmatk;  fuccecdcd  by  his  fon  Frederick 
V.  who  had  married  the  Brie  eels  Louift,  youngett  daughter  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain. 
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rate  army  in  the  Netherlands  might  be  feafonablyc  hap. 
augmented  :  he,  likewife,  gave  them  to  underfland,     Ix- 
that  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  fupport  of  his^^*^^"' 
civil  government  had  for  fome  years  pall, fallen  fhort 
of  the  revenue  intended  and  granted  by  Parliament ; 
and  faid  he  relied  on  their  known  affection  to  find 
out  fome  method  to  make  good  this  deficiency,     Aa 
all  thofe  who  had  conduced  the  oppofition  were  now 
concerned  in  the  adminiftration,  little  or  no  objec- 
tion was  made  to  any  demand  or  propofal  of  the 
government    and    its    minifters.      The    Commons 
having  considered  the  eftimates,  voted  forty  thou- 
land  teamen  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  and 
about  fixty  thoufand  land-forces,  including  eleven 
thoufand  five  hundred  marines.    They  granted  four 
hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
Ernprefs  Queen  of  Hungary ;  three  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  to  the  King  of  Sardinia ;  four  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  pounds  for  the  maintenance  of 
eighteen  thoufand  Hanoverian  auxiliaries ;  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty-one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feven 
pounds  for  fix  thoufand  Heffians ;  fubfidies  to  the. 
Ele&ors  of  Cologn,  Mentz,  and  Bavaria ;   and  the 
fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  enable  his 
Majefty  to  profecute  the  war  with  advantage.     In  a 
won!,  the  fupplies  amounted  to  nine,  millions  four 
hundred  twenty-five  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  pounds ;   a  fum  almoft  incredible,  if  we  consi- 
der how  the  kingdom  had  been  already  drained  of 
its  treafure.    It  was  raifed  by  the  ufual  taxes,  re-, 
inforced  with  new  impofitions  on  windows,  carriages,. 
and  fpirituous  liquors,  a  lottery,  and  a  loan  from 
the  finking->fund.     The  new  taxes  were  mortgaged 
for  four  millions  by  transferable  annuities,  at  an  in-r 
tereft  of  four,  and  a  premium  of  ten  per  centum. 
By  refle*SUng  on  thefe  enormous  grants,   one  would 
imagine  the  miniftry  had  been  determined  to  impo- 
verifti  the.  nation :  but,  from  the  eagernefs  and  ex- 
pedition with  which  the  people  {ubfcnbed  for  the. 

money, 
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boo  k  money,  one  would  conclude  that  the  riches  of  the 
_".  kingdom  were  inexhauftible.     It  may  not  be  amifs 
1746.    to  obferve,  that  the  fupplies  of  this  year  exceeded, 
by  two  millions  and  a  naif,  the  greateft  annual  fiun 
that  was  raifed  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
though  fhe  maintained  as  great  a  number  of  troops 
as  was  now  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,    and  her 
armies  and  fleets  acquired  every  year  frefli  harvefts 
of  glory  and  advantage :  whereas  this  war  had  proved 
an  almoft  uninterrupted  ferics  of  events  big  with 
difafter  and  difhonour.     During  the  laft  two  years, 
the  naval  expence  of  England  had  exceeded  that  of 
France  about  five   millions   fterling;    though  her 
fleets  had  not  obtained  one  figiial  advantage  over  the 
enemy  at  fea,  nor  been  able  to  prote<Sl  her  commerce 
from  their  depredations.     She  was  at  once  a  prey  to 
her  declared  adverfaries  and  profefled  friends.     Be- 
fore the  end  of  the  fummer,  fhe  numbered  among  her 
mercenaries  two  Emprefles,    five  German  Princes, 
and  a  powerful  Monarch,  whom  fhe  hired  to  aflift 
her  in  trimming  the  balance  of  Europe,  in  which  they 
themfelves  were  immediately  interefted,  and  fhe  had 
no  more  than  a  fecondary  concern.    Had  thefe  fruit- 
lefs  fubfidies  been  faved ;  had  the  national  revenue 
been  applied  with  oeconomy  to  national  purpofes ; 
had  it  been  employed  in  liquidating  gradually  the 
publick  incumbrances ;    in  augmenting  the  navy, 
improving  manafa&ures,  encouraging  and  fecuring 
the  colonies,  and  extending  trade  and  navigation; 
corruption  would  have  become  altogether  unnecef- 
fary,    and  difaffe&ion  would  have  vanifhed :    the 
people  would  have  been  eafed  of  their  burthens, 
and   ceafed  to  complain :    commerce  would  have 
flourifhed,  and  produced  fuch  affluence  as  muft  have 
raifed  Great-Britain  to  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  mari- 
time power,  above  all  rivalfhip  or  competition.     She 
would  have  been  dreaded  by  her  enemies ;  revered 
by  her  neighbours :  opprefled  nations  would  have 
crept  under  her  wings  for  protection ;   contending 

Potentates 
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Potentates  would  have  appealed  to  her  decifion ;  andc  hap. 
flic  would  have  flione  the  univerfal  arbitrefs  of  Eu-     IX- 
rope.     How  different  is  her  prefent^  fituation !   hcr^-^^^ 
debts  are  enormous,  her  taxes  intolerable,  her  people 
difcontented,  and  the  finews  of  her  government  re- 
laxed.    Without  condudt,   confidence,  or  concert, 
flie  engages  in  blundering  negociations :  fhe  involves 
herfelf  rafhly  in  foreign  quarrels,   and  lavifhes  her 
fubftance  with  the   raoft   dangerous  precipitation: 
(he  is  even  deferted  by  her  wonted  vigour,   fteadi-   . 
nefs,  and  intrepidity :   fhe  grows  vain,   fantaftical, 
and  pufillanimous :   her  arms  are  defpifed  by  her' 
enemies;    and  her  councils  ridiculed  through  all 
Chriftendom. 

§  XVIII.  The  King,  in  order  to  exhibit  a  fpeci- 
men  of  his  delire  to  diminifti  the  publick  expence, 
ordered  the  third  and  fourth  troops  of  his  life-guards 
to  be  difbanded,    and  reduced  three  regiments  of 
horfe  to  the  quality  of  dragoons.    The  Houfe  of 
Commons  presented  an  addrefs  of  thanks  for  this 
inftance  of  ceconomy,  by  which  the  annual  fum  of 
feventy  thoufand  pounds  was  faved  to  the  nation. 
Notwithftanding  this  feeming  harmony  between  the 
King  and  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  his  Ma- 
jeffty  refolved,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  to  dif- 
folve  the  prefent  Parliament,   though  the  term  of 
feven  years  was  not  yet  expired  fince  its  firft  meet- 
ing.   The  miniftry  affe&ed  to^  infmuate,  that  the 
States-General  were  unwilling  to  concur  with  '  his 
Majefty  in  vigorous  meafures  againft  France,  during 
the  exiftence  of  a  Parliament  which  had  undergone 
fuch  a  viciffitude  of  complexion.     The   allies  of 
Great-Britain,  far  from  being  fufpicious  of  this  af- 
fembly,  which  had  fupplied  them  fo  liberally,  faw 
with  concern,  that,  according  to  law,  it  would  foon 
bedifmiflcd;    and  they  doubted  whether  another 
could  be  procured  equally  agreeable  to  their  pur-^ 
pofes.    In  order  to  remove  this  doubt,   the  miniftry 
refolved  to  furprife  the  kingdom  with  a  new  elec-' 

tion. 
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boo  Ktion,  before  the  malcontents  fhould  be  prepared  to 
n*     pppofe  the  friends  of   the  government.     Accord- 

^^^^ingly,  when  the  bufinefs*  of  the  feffion  was  dif- 
patched,  the  King  having  given  the  Royal  afient  to 
the  feveral  a6ts  they  had  prepared,  difmifled  them  in 

An.  174?. the  month  pf  June,  with  an  afte&ionate  fp$echa  that 
Breathed  nothing  but  tendernefs  and  gratitude.  The 
Parliament  was  immediately  diflblved  by  proclama- 
tion, and  new  writs  were  ifliied  for  convoking  an- 
other. Among  the  laws  pafled  in  this  feflion,  was 
an  a&  abolishing  the  heritable  jurifdi&ions,  and 
taking .  away  the  tenure  of  warhbldings  in  Scotland, 
whichwere  reckoned  among  the  principal  fources  of 
thofe  rebellions  that  had  been  excited  fince  the  Re- 
volution. In  the  Highlands  they  certainly  kept  the 
common  people  in  fubjeciion  tov  their  chiefs,  whom 
they  implicitly  followed  and  obeyed  in  all  their  un- 
dertakings. By  this  act  thefe .  mountaineers  were 
legally  emancipated  from  flavery :-  but  as  the  tenants 
enjoyed  no  leafes,  and  were  at  all  times  liable  to-be 
eie&ed  from  their  farms,  they  ftill  depended  on-  the . 
pleafure  of  their  lords,  notwithstanding  this  interposi- 
tion of  the  ■  legiflature,  which  granted  a  valuable 
confiderarion  in  money  to  every  nobleman  and  petty 
baron,  who  was  thus  deprived  of  one  part  o£  his 
inheritance.  The  forfeited  eftatcs  indeed,  were,  di- 
vided into  fmall  farms,  and  let  by  the  government 
on  leafes  at  an  under  value;  fo  thofe  who  had 
the  good  fortune  to  obtain  fuch  leafes  tafted  the 
iweets  of  independence  :  but  the  Highlanders  in  ge- 
neral were  left  in  their  original  indigence  and  inca- 
pacity, at  the  mercy  of  their  fuperiors.  Had  ma- 
nufactures and  fiiheries  been  eitablithed  in  different 
parts,  of  their  country,  they  would  have  ieen  and 
tqlt  .the  happy  confequences  of  induftry,  ajad  in  a 
little  time  been  effe&ually  detached  from  all  their 
flavifh  connections. 

§  XIX.  The  operations  of   the   campaign  had 

been  concerted  uj  the  winter  at  the  Hague,  between 

*       '  the 
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the  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  the  States-General  ofc  hap. 
the  United  Provinces,  who  were  by  this  time  gene-  **• 
rally  convinced  of  France's  defign  to  encroach  upon  i7^T 
their  territories.  They,  therefore,  determined  to 
take  effe£tual  meafures  againft  that  reftlefs  and  am- 
bitious neighbour*  The  allied  Powers  agreed  to 
aflemble  a  vaft  army  in  the  Netherlands ;  and  it  was 
refolved  that  the  Auftrians  and  Piedmontefe  fhould 
once  more  penetrate  into  Provence.  The  Dutch 
patriots,  however,  were  not  roufed  into  this  exer- 
tion, until  all  their  remonft ranees  had  failed  at  the 
Court  of  Verfailles;  until  they  had  been  urged  by 
repeated  memorials  of  the  Englifh  Ambaflador,  and 
ftimulated  by  the  immediate  danger  to  which  their 
country  was  expofed :  for  France  was  by  this  time 
poflefledof  all  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  and  feemed 
bent  upon  penetrating  into  the  territories  of  the 
United  Provinces.  In  February,  the  Dul^e  of  Cum- 
berland began  to  aflemble  the  allied  forces ;  and  ih 
the  latter  end  of  March  they  toofc  the  field  i$  thrpe 
feparate  bodies*  His  Royal  Highnefs,  with  the  Eng- 
lifh, Hanoverians,  and  Heffiaks^  fixed,  his  head* 
quarters  at  the  yilliage  of  ^F;l^erg«:  the  Prince  of 
Waldeck  was  pofted  with  the  Dutch  .troops  at  Breda; 
and  Marefchal  Bathkni  colle&ed  the  Auftrian/5  and 
Bavarians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Venlo.  The 
whole  army  amounted  tq  one  hundred  and  tweajty 
thoufend  men,  who  lay  inactive  fix  weeks,  expofed 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  almoft  defti-. 
tute  of  forage  and  provifion.  Count  Saxe,  by  this 
time  created  Marefchal-general  pf  France,  continued 
his  troops  within  their  cantonments  at  Bruges,  Ant* 
werp,  and  BruflHs,  declaring,  that  when  the  allied 
vmy  fhould  be  weakened  by  (icKnefe  and  mortality, 
he  would  convince  the  Duke  pf  CpmbeftyncK  ;that 
the  firft  duty  of  a- general  is  to  provide  for  the  health 
and  prefervation  of  his  $ropp&t.  In  April  this  fortu- 
nate Commander  took  the  /field,  at  the  head  of  .one 
hundred  and  forty  thoyfand  men ;  and  the  Coi)ift<ife 
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Boo  K  Clermont  commanded  a  feparate  body  of  nineteen 
n#      battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons.     Count  Lowendahl 

V-^7^was  detached  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  month, 
with  feven-and-twenty  thoufand  men,  to  invade 
Dutch  Flanders  :  at  the  fame  time,  the  French  mi- 
nifter  at  the  Hague  prefented  a  memorial  to  the 
States,  intimating,  that  his  matter  was  obliged  to 
take  this  ftep  by  the  neceffity  of  war ;  but  that  his 
troops  {hould  obferve  the  ftri&eft  difcipline,  without 
interfering  with  the  religion,  government,  or  com- 
merce of  the  Republick :  he  likewife  declared,  that 
the  countries  and  places  of  which  he  might  be 
obliged  to  take  pofleflion  ftiould  be  detained  no 
otherwife  than  as  a  pledge,  to  be  reftored  as  foon  as 
the  United  Provinces  (hould  give  convincing  proofs 
that  they  would  no  longer  furnilh  the  enemies  of 
France  with  fuccours. 

§  XX.  While  the  States  deliberated  upon  this 
declaration,  Count  Lowendahl  entered  Dutch  Bra- 
bant, and  invefted  the  toton  and  fortrefs  of  Sluys, 
the  garrifon  of  which  furrendered  themfelves  pri- 
soners of  war  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April.  This 
was  likewife  the  fate  of  Sas-van  Ghent,  while  the 
Marquis  de  Contades,  with  another  detachment,  re- 
duced the  forts  Perle  and  Leifkenfhoek,  with  the 
town  of  Philippine,  even  within  hearing  of  the  con- 
federate army.  The  fort  of  Sanberg  was  vigoroufly 
defended  by  two  Englifh  battalions :  but  they  were 
overpowered,  and  obliged  to  retire  to  Welfthoorden; 
and  Count  Lowendahl  undertook  the  fiege  of  Hulft, 
which  was  fhamefully  furrendered  by  La  Roque,  the 
Dutch  governor,  though  he  knew  that  a  reinforce- 
ment of  nine  battalions  was  on  the  march  to  his  re- 
lief. Then  the  French  General  took  pofleflion  of 
Axel  and  Temeufe,  and  began  to  prepare  flat-bot- 
tomed boats  for  a  defcent  on  the  ifland  of  Zealand. 
The  Dutch  people  were  now  ftruck  with  confterna- 
tion.  They  faw  the  enemy  at  their  doors,  and  owed 
their  immediate  prefervation  to  the  Britifh  fquadron 
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ftationfcd  at  the  Swin,  under  the  command  of  Com-C  HA  P* 
modore  Mitchel,*  who,   by   means  of   his  floops,^***^ 
tenders,  and  finall  craft,  took  fuch  meafurcs  as  de-    I747. 
feated  the  intention  of  Lowendahl.     The  common 
people  in  Zealand  beihg  reduced  to  defpair,  began 
to  clamour  loudly  againft  their  Governors,  as  if  they 
had  not  taken  the  proper  meafures  for  their' fecurity. 
The  friends  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  did  not  negle& 
this  opportunity  of  promoting  his  intereft.     They 
encouraged  their  dilcontbnt,    and  exaggerated  the 
danger  u  they  reminded  them  of  the  year  one  thou- 
fend  fix  hundred  and  feventy-two,  when  the  French 
King  was  at  the  gates  of  Amfterdatn,  and  the  Repub- 
lick  was  faved  by  the  choice  of  a  Stadtholder  :  they 
exhorted  them  to  turn  their  eyes  on  the  defcendant 
of  thofe  heroes  who  had  eftablifhed  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the  United  Provinces:   they  ex- 
tolled his  virtue  and  ability ;  his  generality,  his  juf- 
tice,  his  unfhaken  love  to  his  country.    The  people 
in  feveral  towns,  inflamed  by  fuch  reprefentations  to 
tumult  and  fedition,  compelled  their  magiftrates  to 
declare  the  Prince  of  Orange  Stadtholder.    He  him- 
felf,  in  a  letter  to  the  States  of  Zealand,  offered  his 
fervices  for  the  defence  of  the  province.     On  the 
twenty-eighth  dayx  of  April  he  was  nominated  Cap- 
tain-general and  Admiral  of  Zealand.     Their  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  Rc>tterdam  and  the  whole 
province  of  Holland;  and  on  the  fecond  day  of  May, 
the  Prince  of  Orange  was,  in  the  aflembly  of  the 
States-General,  invefted  with  the  power  and  dignity 
of  Stadtholder,    Captain-General,   and  Admiral  of 
the  United  Provinces.     The  vigorous  confcquenccs 
of  this  refolution  immediately  appeared.     All  com- 
merce and  contra&s  with  the  French  were  prohi- 
bited :  the  peafants  were  armed  and  exercifed :  a  re- 
folution pafled  for  making  a  confiderable  augmenta- 
tion of  the  army :  a  council  of  war  was  eftablifhed 

9  Not  ihe  perfon  who  commanded  in  the  Weft-Indies. 
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9  o  o  Kfor  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the  Governor*  who 
**•      had  given  up  the  frontier  places;  and  orders  were 

^^T^^flhed  to  commence  hoililities  againft  the  French, 
tjoth  by  fea  and  fand. 

§  XXL  Meanwhile,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
took  poll  with  his  whole  army  between  the  two 
Nethes,  to  cover  Bergen-op-Zoom  and  Maeftricht; 
and  Marefchal  Saxe  called  in  his  detachments,  .with 
a  view  to  hazard  a  general  engagement.  In  the  lat- 
ter end  of  May,  the  French  King  arrived  at  Bruf- 
fels;  and  his  General  refolved  to  undertake  the  fiege 
of  Maeftricht.  For  this  purpofe  he  advanced  towards 
Louvain  ;  and  the  Confederates  perceiving  his  drift, 
began  their  march  to  take  poll  betweeen  the  town  and 
the  enemy.  On  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  they 
took  pofleflion  of  their  ground,  and  were  drawn  up 
in  order  of  batde,  with  their  right  at  Bilfen,  and 
their  left  extending  to  Wirle,  within  a  mile  of 
Maeftricht,  having  in  the  front  of  their  left  wing 
the  village  of  LaftHdt,  in  which  they,  pofted  feveral 
battalions  pf  Britifh  infantry.  The  French,  had  taken 
pofleffion  of  the  heights  of  Herdeeren,  immediately 
above  the  Allies ;  and  both  armies  cannonaded  each 
other  till  the  evening.  In  the  morning,  the  enemy's 
infantry  marched  down  the  hill,  in  a  prodigipus 
column,  and  attacked  the  village  of  Laffeldt,  which 
was  well  fortified,  and  defended  with  amazing  obtli- 
nacy.  The  aflailants  fuffered  terribly  in  their  ap- 
proach, from  the  cannon  of  the  Confederates,  which 
was  ferved  with  furprifing  dexterity  and  fuccefs ;  and 
they  met  with  fuch  a  warm  reception  from  the  Bri- 
tilh  mufquetry  as  they  could .  not  withstand :  but, 
when  they  werfe  broken  and  difperfed,  frefh  brigades 
fucceeded  with  aftpnifhing  perfeverance.  The  Con- 
federates were  driven  out  of  the  village :  yet  being 
fuftained  by  three  regiments,  they  meafured  back 
their  ground,  and  reptflfed  the  enemy  with,  great 
(laughter.  Neverthelefs,  Count  Saxe  continued  pour- 
ing in  other  battalions,  and  the  French  regained  and 
t)  *  ...    main- 
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maintained  theb  footing  in  the  village,  after  it  hade  it  a^ 
been  three  times  loft  and  carried.    The  a&ion  was     IX* 
chiefly  confined  to  this  poft,  where  the  field  exhibited^^^T 
a  horrible  fcene  of  carnage.    At  noon  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland*  ordered  the.  whole  left  wing  to  advance 
againft  the  enemy,  whole  infantry  gave  way :  Prince. 
Waldeck  led  up  the  centre:   Marefchal  fiathiara. 
made  a  motion  with  the  right  wing  towards  Her** 
deeren,  and  vi&ory  feemed  ready  to  declare  for  the- 
Confederates,  when  the  fortune  of  the  day  took  a 
fudden  turn  to  their  prejudice.     Several  fquadnons 
of  Dutch  horfe,  jpofted  in  the  centre,  gave  way/  and. 
flying  at  full  gallop,  overthrew  five  battalions  of  in- 
fantry that  were  advancing  from  the  body  of  referve. 
The  .French  cavalry  charged  them  with  great  impe* 
tuofity,   increafing  the  confufion  that  was  already 
produced,   and  penetrating  through  the  lines  of  the. 
allied  army,    which  was    thus  divided  about  the 
centre.    The  Dake  of  Cumberland,   who  exerted 
himfelf  with  equal  courage  and  activity  in  attempt- 
ing to  remedy  this  diforder,  was  in  danger  of  being 
taken;  and  the  defeat  would  in  all  probability  have- 
been  total,  had  not  Sir  John  Ligonier  taken  the  re- 
folution  of  facrificing  himfelf  and  a  part  of  the  troops 
to  the  fafety  of  the  army.     At  the  head  of  three. 
Britifh  regiments  of  dragoons,  and  fome  fquadrons 
of  Imperial  horfe,  he  charged  the  whole  line  of  the 
French  cavalry,  with  fuch  intrepidity  and  fuccefs^ 
that  he  overthrew  all  that  oppofed  him,  and  made 
fuch  a  diverfion  as  enabled  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
to  effedl  an  orderly  retreat  to  Maeftricht.     He  him- 
felf was  taken  by  a  French  carabineer,  after  his  horfe 
had  been  killed  :  but  the  regiments  he  commanded 
retired  with    deliberation.     The    Confederates   re* 
treated  to  Maeftricht,  without  having  fuftained  much 
damage  from  the  purfuit,  and  even  brought  off  all 
'  tlieir  artillery,    except   fixteei)  pieces    of   cannon. 
Their  lofs  did  not  exceed  fix  thoufand  men  killed 
and  taken ;  wlwea9  the  French  General  purchafed 
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1  o  o  Kthc  vi&ory  at  a  much  greater  expence.  The  com- 
*J[*V,mon  caufe.of  the  confederate  powers  is  faid  to  have 
^^^fuffered  from  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  their  Ge- 
nerals. On  the  eve  of  the  Battle,  when  the  detach- 
ment of  the  Count  de  Clermont  appeared  on  the  hill 
of  Herdeeren,  Marefchal  Bathiani  aiked  permiflion 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  attack  them  before 
they  fhould  be  reinforced,  declaring  he  would  an- 
fwer  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize.  No  regard 
was  paid  to  this  propofal :  but  the  fuperior  aiked  in 
his  turn  ,  where  the  Marefchal  would  be  in  cafe  he 
fhould  be  wanted  ?  He  replied,  "  I  (hall  always  be 
found  at  the  head  of  my  troops,"  and  retired  in 
difguft.  The  fubfequent  difpdfition  has  likewife 
been  blamed,  inafmuch  as  not  above  one  half  of  the 
army  could  act,  while  the  enemy  exerted  their  whole 
force. 

§  XXII.  The  Confederates  palled  the  Maefe,  and 
encamped  in  the  duchy  of  Limburgh,  fo  as  to  cover 
Maeftricht ;  while  the  French  King  remained  with 
his  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tongres.  Ma- 
refchal Saxe,  having  amufed  the  Allies  with  marches 
and  counter-marches,  at  length  detached  Count 
Lowendahl  with  fix-and-thirty  thoufanci  men  to  be- 
fiege  Bergen-op-Zoom,  the  ftrongeft  fortification  of 
Dutch  Brabant,,  the  favourite  work  of.  the  famous 
engineer  Coehorn,  never  conquered,  and  generally 
efteemed  invincible.  It  was  fecured  with  a  garrifon 
of  three  thouiand  men,  and  well  provided  with  ar- 
tillery, ammunition,  and  magazines.  The  enemy 
appeared  before  it  on  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  and 
fummoned  the  Governor  to  furrender.  The  Prince 
of  Saxe-Hildburghaufen  was  fent  to  its  relief,  with 
twenty  battalions  and  fourteen  fquadrons  of  the  troops 
that  could  be  moll  conveniently  aflembled;  he 
entered  the  lines  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  where  he  re- 
mained in  expectation  of  a  ftrong  reinforcement  from 
the  confederate  army ;  and  the  old  Baron  Cron- 
ttrom,  whom  the  JSt^dtholder  had  appointed  Go- 
2  vernor 
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vernor  of  Brabant,  aflumed  the  command  of  the-  g|r-c 
rifon.  The  befiegers  carried  on  their  operations 
with  great  vivacity ;  and  the  troops  in  the  town  de-,*~^; 
fended  it  with  equal  vigour.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe 
were  turned  upon  this  important;  fiege :  Count  Low- 
endahl  received  divers  reinforcements ;  and  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  troops  were  detached  from  the  allied 
army,  under  the  command  of.  .Baron  Schwartzem- 
ber,  to  co-operate  with  the  prince  of  Saxe  Hild- 
burghaufen.  The  French  General  loft  a  great  num- 
ber of  men  by  the  clofe  and  continual  tire  of  the 
befieged;  while  he,  in  his  turn,  opened  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  batteries,  and  plied  them  fo  warmly,  that  the 
defences  began  to  give  way.  From  the  fixteenth  day 
of  July  to  the  fifteen  of  September,  die  fiege  pro^ 
duced  an  intermitting  fcene  of  horror  and  deftrut- 
tion :  defperate  tallies  were  made,  and  mines  fprupg 
with  the  moil  dreadful  effe&s :  the  works  began  tQ 
be  (battered;  the  town  was  laid  in  aihes;  the  trenches 
were  filled  with  carnage  ;  nothing  was  feen  but  fire 
and  fmoke ;  nothing  heard  but  one  continued  roar 
of  bombs  and  cannon.  But  frill  the  damage  fell 
chiefly  on  the  befiegers,  who  were  (lain  in  heaps ; 
while  the  garrifon  fulFered  very  little,  and  CQuld  be 
occasionally  relieved  or  reinforced  from  the  lines.  In 
a  word,  it  was  generally  believed  that  Count  Low- 
endahl  would  be  baffled  in  his  endeavours ;  and  by 
this  belief  the  Governor  of  Bergen~op-Zoom  feems 
to  have  been  lulled  into  a  blind  fecurity.  At  length, 
feme  inconfiderable  breaches  were  made  in  one  rave- 
lin and  two  baftions,  and  thefe  the  French  General 
refolved  to  ftorm,  though  Cronftrom  believed  they 
were  impracticable ;  and  on  that  fuppofition  pre- 
fumed  that  the  enegiy  would  not  attempt  an  afiault* 
For  this  very  reafon  Count  Lowendahl  refolved  to 
hazard  the  attack,  before  the  preparations  fhould  be 
made  for  his  reception.  He  accordingly  regulated 
his  difpofitions,  and  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
oa  the  {Sixteenth  day  of  September,  the  fignal  was 

made 
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B^o  6  kmade  for  the  aflk^t*  A  prodigious  quantity  of 
<  IL  bombs  beidg  thrown  ihto  the  ravelin,  his  troops 
Vsl^w/  threw  tfcemfel^esimothe  fafiTg,  mounted  the  breach- 
fes,  forced  open  a  fally-port>  and  entered  the  p&ce, 
almeft  without  refiftance*  In  a  word,  they  had  time 
to'efttnd  themfelves  along  the  cumins/ aftd  form 
JW  -order  of  battle,  before  the  gattifori  could  be 
aflfctabled*  t>oriftrom  was  afleep,  and  the  fokfers 
trpon  duty  had  been  furprifed  by  the  fuddennefs  and 
frftpetubfity  of  the  attack.  Though  the  French  had 
taken  pdfleflion  of  the  ramparts,  they  did  not  gain 
the  towm  without  oppofitiort.  Two  battalions  of  the 
Scottish  troops,  in  the  pay  of  the  States-General, 
were  affembledin  the  rriarkfet-pfciee,  and  attacked 
them  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  were  driven  from 
ftreet  to  ftreet?  until  frefh  reinforcements  arriving, 
compelled  the -Scots  to  retreat  in  their  turn;  yet 
they  difputed  every  inch  of  ground,  and  fought  until 
two-thinls  of  them  were  killed  upon  the  fpot.  Then 
they  brought  off  the  old  Goverflor,  abandoning  the 
teWn  to  the  enemy :  the  tfoops  that  were  encamped 
in  -the  lines  fetreating  with  great  precipitation,  all 
.  the  forts  in  the  neghbourhood  immediately  fUfren- 
ddred  to  the  vigors,  Who  now  became  matters  of  the 
whole  navigation  of  the'Sdielde.  The  FYench  King 
was  no  :fooner  ififormed  <of  Loweftd^hl's  fitccefs,  thai! 
he  promoted  him  to  the  tank  'of  Marfcfchal  Of  Ffcance ; 
fepp&infted  Cotfht'Safce  Governor  of'  the  conquered 
Netherlands ;  and  returned  in  ¥riita^>fo  to  Verfailles. 
*  Jft  a  tittle  time  after  this  trahfa^ifon,  'both  scmriefc  were 
&fttfbuted  «iritd  Wiftter-qtu-irteTs,-  and  ftlfe  Dtfke  of 
Curnbefrl'and  embarked  for  JEnglahd. 
'  ^  XXIIL  •  In :  Italy,  'the  Frenth  iitas  dkl  not  tri- 
umph with  equal  fuccefs,  though  rthe  Mareichal  de 
Belleifle  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  Ja  powerful  :afmy 
in-  Provence.  -In  April  he  pafled  the  Vat  without 
Gppofition,  and  took  pofleffion  of  Nice.  He  met 
with  little  or  rto  refiftance  in  reducing  Morttalban, 
Villafrahca,  •and-'Vdntinvgfia;-  v&le-  Count  Btowa 
"'    '  «  with 


GEORGE   U.  /*yi3 

-with  dght-and-twenty  thoufknd  Aufoians,    rettisdCB  At. 
towards  Final  and  Savona.     Iii  the  mean  time,  ^-.J*^ 
other  large  foody,  under  Count  Schuylemberg,  who    %w% 
had  fucceeded  the  Marquis  de  Botta,  co-operated 
with  fifteen  thoufand  Piedmontefe  in  an  attempt  to 
recover  the  city  of  Genoa.    The  French  King  had 
fent  their  Supplies,    fuccours,    and  engineers,   with 
the  Duke  de  Boufflers,  as  Ambatfador  to  the  repub- 
lick,  who  likewife  adled  as  Commander  in  chief  ;qf 
the  forces  employed  for  its  defence.     The/Auftrian 
General  aflerrtbled  his  troops  in  the  Milanefe  :  having 
forced  the  paflage  of   the  Bochetta  on    the  thin- 
teenth  of  January,  he  advanced  into  the  territories 
bf  Genoa,    and  the  Rivera   was  ravaged  .without 
mercy.      On  the  laft  day  of  March  lie.  appeared 
'before  the  city,  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand  men, 
and  fummoned  the  revolters  to  lay  downtheir  anna. 
The  anfwer  he  received  was,  that  the  rcprrblick  had 
fifty-four  thoufand  men  in  arms,  two  hundred  and 
fixty  cannon,   thirty-four  mortars,  with  abundance 
of  ammunition  and  provifion  ;  that  they  would  de* 
fend  their  liberty  with  their  laft  blood,  and  be  buried 
in  the  ruins  of  their  capital,  rather  than  fubmitxathe 
clemency  of  the  Court  of  Vienna,  except  by  an  ho* 
notfrable  capitulation,  guaranteed  by  the  Kings  of 
Great-Britain  and  Sardinia,  the  republick  of  Venice 
and  the  United  Provinces.      In  the  beginning. of 
May>  Genoa  was  invfefted  on  all  fides;  a  f urtottt 
My  *tte  made  by  the  Duke  de  Boiifflere,  whoadrorc 
the  befiegers  from  tiheir  pofh ;  but  the  Auftrians  mU 
lying,  he  was  repuHed  in  his  tornr  with-  the  hrfs  of 
feven  hundred  *men.      General  Sctayteniberg  jcar* 
ried  on  *his  operations  with  fuch  dkillr   vigour,  and 
tatrqiuifty,    that  'he  made    hinifclf  nucfter  of  die 
fiifeurbs  of  Sifagno;   and  in  all  probability  would 
hate  reduced  the  city,  had  hfc  not  been  obliged: to 
defift,  in  confequence  of  the  repeated  remonfiranccs 
made  by  the   King  of  Sardinia  and  Count  Broww; 
whb  reprefented  the^ieceffity  of  his  abandoning,  his 

enterprize, 
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BOO  Kenierprize,  and  drawing  off  his  army,  to  cover  Red- 
^J^^-moa*  and  Lombardy  from  the   efforts  of  Marefchal 
W7.    de  Belleifle.     Accordingly,  he  raifed  the  fiege  on 
'  the  tenth  day  of  June,  and  returned  into  the  Mila- 
nefe,  in  order  to  join  his  Sardinian  Majefty ;  while 
the  Genoefe  made  an  irruption  iqto  the  Parmefan 
and  Placentin,  where  they  committed  terrible  out- 
rages, in  revenge  for  thfe  mifchiefs  they  had  under- 
gone. 

§X*TV\  While  the, Marefchal  de  Belleifle  re- 
mained at  Ventimiglia,  his  brother,  at  the  head  of 
four-andrthirty  thoufand  French  and  Spaniards,  at- 
tempted to  penetrate  into  Piedmont :  on  the  fixth 
day  of  July  he  arrived  at  the  pafs  of  Exilles,  a  ftrong 
fortrefs  on  the  frontiers  of  Dauphine,  iituated  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  river  Doria.  The  defence  of  this 
important  poft  the  King  of  Sardinia  had  committed 
"  to  the  care  of  the  Count  de  Brigueras,  who  formed 
an  encampment  behind  the  lines,  with  fourteen  bat- 
talions of  Piedrnontefe  and  Auftrians,  while  divers 
detachments  were  polled  along  all  the  pafies  of  the 
Alps.  On  the  eighth  day  of  the  month  the  Pied- 
jnontefe  entrenchments  were  attacked  by  the  Cheva- 
lier de  Belleifle,  with  incredible  intrepidity  ;  but  the 
columns  were  repulfed  with  great  lots  in  three  fuc- 
ceffive  attacks.  Impatient  of  this  obftinate  oppo- 
sition, and  determined  not  to  furvive  a  mifcarriage, 
this  impetuous  General  feized  a  pair  of  colours,  and 
advancing  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  through  a  pro- 
digious .fire,  pjtcbed  them  with  his  own  hand  on 
the  enemy's  entrenchments*  At  that  inftant  he  fell 
dead,  having  received  two  mufquet  balls  and  the 
thruft  of  a  bayonet  in  his  body.  The*  aflailants 
wcrefo  much  difpirited  by  the  death  pf  their  Com- 
mander, that  they  forthwith  gave  way,  and  retreated 
with  precipitation  towards  Sefteries,  having  loft 
near  five  thou&nd  men  in  the  attack.  The  Ma- 
refchal was  no  fooner  informed  of  his  brother's  mis- 
fortune*  than  hs  retreated  toward*  the  Var,  p  join 
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the  troops  from  Exilles,  while  the  Kin?  of  Sardinia,  CHAP, 
luring  aflembled  an  array  of  feventy  thoufend  men,  ^J[^^ 
threatened  Dauphine  with  an  invafion  ;  but  the  ex-     i747. 
ceffive  rains  prevented  the  execution  of  his  defign. 
General  Leutrum  was  detached  with  twenty  batta- 
lions, to  drive  the  French  from  Ventimiglia ;  but 
Belleifle  marching  back,  that  fcheme  was  likewife 
fruftrated;  and  thus  ended  the  campaign. 

a  XXV,  In  this  manner  was  the  French  King 
e4  in  his  prqje&s  upon  Italy:  nor  was  he  more 
fortunate  in  his  naval  operations.  He  had,  in  the 
preceding  year,  equipped  an  expeniive  armament, 
under  the  command  ot  the  Duke  d*  Anville,  for  the 
recovery  of  Cape-Breton ;  but  it  was  rendered  in- 
effectual by  ftorms,  diftempers,  and  the  death  of 
the  Commander.  Not  yet  difcouraged  by  thefe  dil- 
afters,  he  refolved  to  renew  his  efforts  againft  the 
Britiih  colonies  in  North- America,  and  their  fettle* 
merits  in  the  Eaft-Indies.  For  thefe  purpofes  two 
fquadrons  were  prepared  at  Breaft,  one  to  be  com- 
manded by  the  Commodore  de  la  Jonquiere ;  and 
the  other  deftined  for  India,  by  Monfieur  de  St* 
George.     The  miniftry  of  Great-Britain,  being  ap- 

!>rifed  of  thefe  meafures,  refolved  to  intercept  both 
quadrons,  which  were  to  fet  fail  together.  For  this 
purpofe  Vice-Admiral  Anfon  and  Rear-Admiral 
Warren  took  their  departure  from  Plymouth  with  a 
formidable  fleet,  and  fleered  their  courfe  to  Cape 
Finifterre  on  the  coaft  of  Gallicia.  On  the  third  day 
of  May  they  fell  in  with  the  French  fquadrons,  com- 
manded by  La  Jonquiere  and  St.  George  confifting 
of  fix  large  fhips  of  war,'  as  many  mgates,  and 
four  armed  veflels  equipped  by  their  Eaft-India 
company,  having  under  their  convoy  about  thirty 
fhips  laden  with  merchandife.  Thofe  prepared  for 
war  immediately  (hortened  faik  and  formed  a  line 
of  battle ;  while  the  reft,  under  the  prote&ion  of 
the  fix  frigates,  proceeded  on  their  voyage  with  all 
the  fail  they  could  cany.    The  Britifh  fquadxon  was 

likewifft 
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Boo  Klikewife  dtuwnup  in  line  ,of  battle  :  bul  Mr.  War- 
n-     Ten,  perceiving  that  the  enemy  began  to  Iheeroff, 

^"^r^now  their  convoy  was  at  a  conndenable  diftance,  ad- 
vifed  Admiral  Anfon  to  haul  in  the  lignal  for  the 
line,  and  hoift  another  for  giving  thafe  and  enga- 
ging, otherwise  the  French  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, efcape  by  favour  of  the  night.  The  propofal 
was  embraced  ;  and  ill  a  little  time  .the  engagement 
began  with  great  fury,  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  The  enemy  fuftained  the  battle  with 
equal  conducl  and  valour,  until  they  were  over- 
powered by  numbers,  and  then  they  ftruck  then- 
colours.  The  Admiral  detached  three  (hips  in  pur- 
suit of  the  convoy*  nine  fail  ctf  ^hich  were  taken ; 
byt  the  reft  were  laved  by  *thfc  intervening  darknefs. 
About  feven  hundred  of  the  Ftench  were  killed  and 
wounded  in  this  a6tion.  The  Englifh  Idft  -about 
five  hundred ;  and  among  thrfe  Captain'  Grfcnville, 
Commander  of  the  fhip  Defiatfte.  Me  was  nephew 
to  the  Lord  Vifcount  Cobham,  %  jrtftith of  the'moft 
amiable  chara&er  and  prornifiw  -genius,  animated 
with  the  nobleft  fehtiments^oflionofcr  and  patriotifm. 
Eager  in  the  purfuit  of  glory,  he  rallied'  into  the 
itiidft  of  the  battle;  where  both  his  tegs  were  (*toff 
by  a  cannofc  ball.  He  iubmi'tted  :to  his  fifte  with 
the  moft  heroick  resignation,  anel  died  univetfally 
lamented  and  ;beloved.  The  fticcefs  of  the  Britrlh 
arms  in  thifc  engagement  was  *cMefly  owing  to  the 
condu&,  activity,  and  courage*  tff  the  Rbar- Admi- 
ral, A  conlidjsrafete  quantity  of  billKon  was-  found 
in  the  'prizes,  which  was  brought  *o  Spkhead  in  tri- 
ttftiph ;  andthe4r€a£ure  being  landed  j  -was  conveyed 
inSfrenty  waggonsMfc  the  B&nk  of  London.  Admi- 
ts! Anfon  was  ennobled,  and  Mr.  Warren  honoured 
With  the  -Ofdefr  of  the  Bath. 

$  XXVI.-  Abottt  the  middle  of  June,  Commo- 
dore Fox,  with  fix  Ihips  of  war,  cruifing  in  the  la- 
titude o£  Cape  Ottegal  in  Gallicte,  took  above  forty 
Fretacfcftripsj  richly  laden  front  tit.* Domingo,  after 
"-       '  they 
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they  had  been  abandoned  by  their  convoy.    Bute  hap. 
the  Fnetach  King  fuftained  another  more  important  ^V^. 
lofs  at  fea,  in  the  month  of  Otfober.     Rear  Admi-      47# 
ral  Hawke  failed  frpm  Plymouth  in  the  beginning 
of  Auguft,  with  fourteen  fhips  of  the  line,  to  inter- 
cept a  fleet  of  French  merchant-fhips  bound  for  the 
Weft-Indies.     He  cruifed  for  fome  time  on  the  coaft 
of  Bretagne;  and  at  length  the  French  fleet  failed 
from  the  ifle  of  Aix,  under  convoy  of  nine  fhips  of 
the  line,  befides  frigates,  commanded  by  Monfieu* 
de  Letendeur.-    On  the  fourteenth  day  of  O&ober 
the  two  fquadrons  were  in  fight  of  each  other,  in  the 
latitude  of  Belleifle.    The  French  Commodore  im- 
mediately ordered  one  of  his  great  flrips,   and  the 
frigate^  to  proceed  with  the  trading  fhips,    while 
he  formed  the  line  of  battle,  and  waited  tne  attack. 
At  eleven  in  thfc  forenoon  Admiral  Hawke  displayed 
the  fignal  to  chafe,  and  in  half  an  hour  both  fleets 
were  engaged*    The  battle  lafted  till  night,  when 
all  the  French  fquadron,  except  the  Intrepide  and 
Tenant  had  ftruck  to  the  Englifli  flag.     Thefe  two 
capital  (hips  efcaped  in  the  dark,  and  returned  to 
Breftin  a  fluttered  condition.     The  French  Cap- 
tains fuftained  the  unequal  fight  with  uncommon 
bravery  fendrefolution;  and  did  not  yield  until  their 
flaps  were  difabled.    Their  lofs  in  men  amounted 
to  eight  hundred :  the  number  of  Englifli  killed  in 
this  engagement  did  not  exceed  two  hundred,  in- 
cluding Captain  Saumarez,    a  gallant  officer,  w"ho 
had  ferved  under  Lord  Aftfon  in  his  expedition  tto 
the  Pacifick  Ocean.      Indeed,  it  muft  be  owned; 
for  the  honour  of  that  nobleman,  that  all  the  officers 
formed  under  his  example,  and  raifed  by  his  influ- 
ence, approved  themfelves  in  all  refpe&s  worthy  of 
the  commands  to  which  they  were  preferred.    Im- 
mediately   after   the    a&ion,  Admiral  Hawke    dif- 
patched  a  -/loop  to  Comftiodore  Legge,  whofe  fqua- 
dron was  ftationed  at    the  Leeward  Iflands,   with 
intelligence  of  the  French  fleet  of  merchant-flnps, 

outward 
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Boo  Koutward-bound,  that  he  might  take  the  proper  mea- 
M-     fures  for  intercepting  them  in  their  pafiage  to  Mar- 

v-*][rCw/tiniquc,  and  the  other  French  iflands.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  advice,  he_  redoubled  his  vigilance, 
and  a  good  number  of  them  fell  into  his  hands. 
Admiral  Hawke  conduced  his  prizes  to  Spitbead  ; 
and  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  declared, 
that  all  his  Captains  behaved  like  men  of  honour 
during  the  engagement,  except  Mr,  fox,  whofe 
condudl   he  delired  might  be  fubje&edto  an  in- 

2uiry.  That  gentleman  was  accordingly  tried  by  a 
lourt-martial  and  fufpended  from  his  command, 
for  having  followed  the  advice  of  his  officers,  con- 
trary to  his  own  better  judgment:  but  he  was  foon 
reftored,  and  afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Admiral ;  while  Mr.  Matthews,  whofe  courage  never 
incurred  fufpicion,  ftill  laboured  under  a  fuTpenfion 
for  that  which  had  been  fuccefsfully  pra&ifed  in  both 
thefc  late  actions,  namely,  engaging  the  enemy  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  line  of  battle. 

§  XXVII.  In  the  Mediterranean,  Vice-Admiral 
Medley  blocked  up  the  Spanifh  fquadron  in  Car- 
thagena;  affifted  the  Auftrian  General  on  the  coaft 
of  Villafranca ;  and  intercepted  fome  of  the  fuccours 
fent  from  France  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Genoefe. 
At  his  death,  which  happened  in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft,  the  command  of  that  fquadron  devolved 
upon  Rear-Admiral  Byng,  who  proceeded  on  the 
fame  plan  of  operation.  In  the  fummer,  two  Bri- 
tifh  fhips  of  war,  having  under  their  convoy  a  fleet 
of  merchant-lhips  bound  to  North- America,  fell  in 
with  the  Glorioib,  a  Spanifh  fhip  of  eighty  guns, 
W  the  latitude  of  the  Weftern-Ifles.  She  had  failed 
-from  the  Havannah*  with  an  immenfe  treafure  on 
board,  and  mud  have  fallen  a  prize  to  the  Englifh 
(hips,  had  each  Captain  done  his  duty.  Captain 
Erikine,  in  the  Warwick  of  fixty  guns,  attacked 
her  with  great  intrepidity,  and  fought  until  his  fhip 
was  entirely  difabled;  but,  being  uniuftained  by  bis 

confort. 
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corifort,  he  was  obliged  to  haul  off,  and  the  Glo-  chap. 
riofo  arrived  in  fafety,  at  Ferrel :  there  the  filver  was      IX- 
landed,  and  (he  proceeded  on  her  voyage  to  Cadiz,  ^      ^ 
wliijch,  however,  flie  did  not  reach.     She  was  en- 
countered by  the  Dartmouth,  a  Britifh  frigate  of 
forty  guns,  commanded    by  Captain   Hamilton,  a 
gallant  youth,  who,  notwithftanding  the  inequality 
of  force,  engaged  her  without  hefitation  :  but  in  the 
heat  of  the  a<5lion,  his  fhip  being  fet  on  fire  by  accir 
dent,  was  blown  up,  and  he  periihed  with  all  his 
crew,  except  a  midfhipman  and  ten  or  eleven  failors, 
who  were  taken   up  alive  by  a  privateer  that  hap- 
pened to  be  in  fight.     Favourable  as  this  accident 
may  feem  to  the  Gloriofo,  (he  did  not  efcape.     An 
Englifti  fhip  of  eighty  guns,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Buckle,  came  up,  and  obliged  the  Spani- 
ards to   furrender,  after  «a  fliort,  but  vigorous  en- 
gagement.     Commodore    Griffin    had    been    fent, 
with  a  reinforcement  of  fhips,   to  afiiime  the  com- 
mand of  the  fquadron  in  the   Eaft-Indies  ;  and  al- 
though his  arrival  fecured  Fort  St.  David's,  and  the 
other  Britiih  fettlements  in  that  country,  from  the 
infults  of  Moiifieur  de  la  Bourdonnais,  his  ftrength 
was  not  fufficient  to  enable  him  to  undertake  any 
enterprize  of  importance  againft  the  enemy :    the 
miniftry  of  England,  therefore,  refolved  to  equip  a 
frefh  armament,  that,  when  joined  by  the  fhips  in 
India,  fhould  be   in  a  condition  to  befiege  Pondi- 
cherry,  the  principal  fettlement  belonging  to  the 
French  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.     For  this  fer- 
vice,  a  good  number  of  independent  companies  was 
raifed,  and  fet  fail,  in  the  fequel,  with  a  ftrong  fqua- 
dron under  the  conduct  of  Rear-Admiral  Bofcawen, 
an  officer  of  unqueftioned  valour  and  capacity.     In 
the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  Britiih  cruizers  were  fo 
alert  .and  fuccefsful,  that  they  took  fix  hundred  and 
forty-four  prizes  from  the  French    and  Spaniards, 
whereas  the  lofs  of  Great-Britain  in  the  fame  time, 
did  not  exceed  five  hundred  and  fifty. 

^XXVIlt 
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book     §  XXVIIL  Aft  the  belligerent  powers  we«  by 
ll'      this  time  heartily  tired  of  a  war  which  had  contained 

v-l^]C^aa  imraenfity  of  treafure,  had  been  produ&ive  of  fo 
much  mifchief,  and  in  the  events  of  which,  all,  in 
their  turns,  had  found  themfelves  difappointoiL  Im- 
mediately  after  the  battle  of   Laffeldt,    the  King 
of  France  had,  in  a  perfonal  conversation  with  Sir 
John  Ligonier,  expreflcd  his  defire  of  a  pacification; 
and  afterwards  his  Minifter  at  the  Hague  prefented  a 
*  declaration  on  the  fame  fubje&  to  the  deputies  of 
the  States-General.     The  fignal  fuccefs  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  arms  at  fea  confirmed  him  in  thefe  fentiments, 
which  were  likewife  reinforced  by  a  variety  of  other 
confiderations.     His  finances  were  almoft  exhaufted, 
and  his  fupplies  from  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies,  ren- 
dered fo  precarious  by  the  vigilance  of  the   Britifh 
cruizers,  tliat  he  could  no  longer  depend  upon  their 
arrival.     The  trading  part  of  his  fubjedls  had  fuf- 
tained  fuch  lofles,  that  his  kingdom  was  filled  with 
bankruptcies ;  and  the   beft  part  of  his  navy  now 
contributed  to  ftrengthen  the  fleets  of  his  enemies. 
The  election  of  a  Stadthokler  had  united  the  whole 
power  of  the  States-General  againft  him,  in  taking 
the  mod  refolute  meafures  for  their  own  fafety :  his 
views  in  Germany  were   intirely  fruftrated   by  the 
elevation  of  the  Grand  Duke  to  the  Imperial  throne, 
and  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace  between  the  houfes 
of  Auftria  and  Brandenburgh  :  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms 
in  Italy  had  not  at  all  anfwered  his  expectation  ;  and 
Genoa  was  become  an  expenfive  ally.     He  had  the 
jnortification  to  ice  the  commerce  of  Britain  flourifh 
in  the  midft  of  war,  while  his  own  people  were  ut- 
terly impoveriflied.      The   parliament  of  England 
granted*  and  the  nation  paid  fuch  incredible -funs  a$ 
enibled  their  Sovereign  not  only  to  maintain  invin- 
cible navies  and  formidable  armies,  but   likewife  to 
give  fubfidies  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe.      He 
knew  that  a  treaty  of  this  kind  was  a&ually  upon 
tli£  anvil  between   his  Britannick  Majefly  and  the 

Czarina, 
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Czaripa,  and  he  began  to  be  apprehenflye  of  feeing'c  hap, 
an  army  o£  Ruffians  in  the  Netherlands.     His  fears     Ix- 
from  this  quarter  were  not  withput  foundation.     Inv~^Tw/ 
the  month  of  November,  the  Earl  of  Hyndford,     " 
Ambaflador  from  the  King  of  Great-Britain  at  the 
Court  of  Rufiia,  concluded  a  treaty  of  fubfidy,  by 
which  the  Czarina    engaged  to  hold  in  readinefs 
thirty  thoufand  men,  and  forty  gallies,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  die  Confederates,  on  thfc  firft 
requifition.      The   States-General  acceded   to  this 
agreement,  and  even  confented  to  pay  one-fourth  of 
the  fubfidy.     His   mod  Chriftian  Majefty,  moved 
by  thefe  confiderations,  made  further  advances  to- 
wards an  accommodation  both  at  the  Hague  and  in 
London;    and    the  contending    powers    agreed    to 
another   congrefs,    which    was  a&ually  opened  in 
March  at .  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where  the  Earl  of  Sand- 
wich and  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  affifted  as  plenipo- 
tentiaries from  the  King  of  Great-Britain. 

§  XXIX.  The  elefiions  for  the  new  Parliament 
in  England  had  been  conduced  fo  as  fully  to  anfwer 
the,  purpofes  of  the  Duke  of  Newcafde,  and  his  bro- 
ther Mr.  Pelham,  who  had  for  fome  time  wholly 
engrafted  the  adminiftration.  Both  houfes  were 
aflembled  on  the  tenth  day  of  November,  when  Mr. 
Onflow  was  unanimoufly  re-elected  Speaker  of  .the 
Gommons.  The  feffion  was  opened  as  ufual,  by  a. 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  congratulating  them  on 
the  fignal  fucceiies  of  the  Bntifh  navy,  and  the 
happy  alteration  in  the  government  of  the  United 
Provinces.  "  His  Majefty  gave  them  to  understand* 
that  a  congrefs  would  fpeedily  be  opened  at  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  to  concert  the  means  for  affe&ing  a  ge- 
neral pacification  ;  and  reminded  them  that  nothing 
would  more  conduce  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  negocia^ 
tion  than  the  vigour  and  unanimity'  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. He  received  fuch  addrelles  as  the  rai-_ 
niftera  were  pleafed  to  didtate.  Oppofition  now  Un- 
guifhed  at  their  feet.    The  Duke  of  Bedford  wasu 

become 


$34  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

boo  K.become  a  courtier,  and  in  a,  Jitrfe  time  appointed 
ii.     Secretary  of  State,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Chef- 

^^^^^terfiel^  who  had  lately  executed  that  office,  which 
1747-  he  now  refigned;  and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  no 
lpnger  harangued  againfl  the  adminiftrarion.  This 
new  houfe  of  Commons,  in  imitation  of  the  libe- 
rality of  their  predeceflbrs,  readily  gratified  all  the 
requefts  of  the  government.  They  voted  .forty 
thoufand  feamen,  forty-nine  thoufand  land-forces, 
befides  eleven  thoufand  five  hundred  marines ;  the 
fubfidies  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  the  Czarina, 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  the  Ele&ors  of  Mentz  and 
Bavaria,  the  Heflians,  and  the  Duke  of  Wolfen- 
buttle :  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thirty-five  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  was  granted 
to  the  provinces  of  New  England,  to  re-imburfe 
them  fpr  the  expence  of  reducing  Cape-Breton: 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  were  given  to  his 
Majefty  for  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war ; 
and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  Scottifh-  claimants  in  lieu  of  their 
jurifdi&ion.  The  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year  fell ' 
very  little  fhort  of  nine  millions,  of  which  the 
greater  part  was  raifed  on  a  loan  by  fubfcription, 
chargeable  on  a  new  fubfidy  of  poundage  exadled 
from  all  merchandife  imported  into  Great-Britain, 
Immediately  after  the  rebellion  was  fupprefied  the 
legiflature  had  eftablifhed  fome  regulations  in  Scot- 
.  land,  which  were  thought  neceflary  to  prevent  fuch 
commotions  for  the  future.  The  Highlanders  were 
difarmed,  and  an  a6t  pafied,  for  abolifhing  their 
peculiarity  of  garb, .  which  was  fuppofed  to  keep  up 
party  diflin&ions,  to  encourage  they:  martial  dil- 
pofition,  and  preferve  the  memory  of  the  exploits 
achieved  by  their  anceftor?.  In  this  feflion  a  bill 
was  brought  in  to  inforce  the  execution  of  that  law, 
and  pafied  with  another  a6t  for  the  more  effectual 
punifhment  of  high-treafon  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  The  pra&ice  of  infuring  French  and 
.  Spanifli 
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Sparufh  fhlpd  at   London  being  deemed  the  firieCHAP,* 
circutnftance  that  prevented  a  total  ftagnation  of    Ix- 
commerce  in  thofe  countries,  it  was  prohibited  by^^^T^ 
law  under  fevere  penalties;   and  this  ftep  of  the 
Britifh  Parliament  accelerated  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty.     Several  other  prudent  meafures  were  taken 
in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
publiek ;  and  among  thfefe  we  may  reckon  an  a& 
for  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  indigo  in  the 
Britifli  plantations  of  North- America ;    an  article 
for  whicn  Great-Britain  ufed  to  pay  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  yearly  to  the  fubjefts  of  Prance. 
The  feflion  was  clofed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  May,\n.  i74«# 
when  the  King  declared  to  both   Houfes,  that  the 
preliminaries  of  a  general  peace  were  a&ually  figned 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle  by  the  Miniftert  of  Great-Britain, 
France,  and  the    United  Provinces ;    and  that  the 
balis  x>f  this  accommodation  was  a  general  reftitution 
of  the  conquefts  which  had  been  made  during  the 
war.    Immediately  after  the  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment his  Majefty  fet  out  for  his  German  dominions, 
after  having  appointed  a  Regency  to  rule  the  realm 
in  his  abfence. 

$  XXX.  The  articles  might  have  been  made 
much  lefs  unfavourable  to  Great-Britain  and  her 
Allies,  had  the  Miniftry  made  a  proper  ufe  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Czarina ;  and  if  the  Confederates  had 
afled  with  more  vigour  and  expedition  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  campaign.  The  Ruffian  auxiliaries 
might  have  been  tranfported  by  fea  to  Lubeck 
before  the  end  of  the  preceding  fummer,  in  their 
own  gallies  which  had  been  laying  ready  for  ufe 
fince  the  month  of  July.  Had  this  expedient  been 
ufed,  the  Ruffian  troops  would  have  joined  the  con- 
federate army  before  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  cam- 
paign- But  this  cafy  and  expeditious  method  of 
conveyance  was  reje&ed  for  a  march  by  land,  of 
incredible  length  and  difficulty,  which  could  not 
be  begun  before  the  month  of  January,  nor  accom-^ 
vot.  in.  Q  "  pliihed 
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Boo  KpV^ed  till  Midfumnier.  The  operations  <rf  tbe 
u*     Campaign  had  been  concerted    at   the  Hague    ia 

^[^^januaiy,  by  the  refpe&ive  minifters  of  the  Allies, 
,who  rdblyed  to  bring  an  army  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  thoufand  men  into  the  Netherlands,  in  order 
to  compel  the  French  to  abandon  the  barrier  which 
*  they  had  conquered*  The  towns  of  Holland  be- 
came the  fcenes  of  tumult  and  infurre&io^.  The 
populace  plundered  the  farmers  of  the  revenue, 
abolifhcd  the  taxes,  and  infulted  the  magistrates; 
£6.  that  the  States-General,  feeing  their  country  qh 
the  brink  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  authorifed  the 
Prince  of  Orange  to  make  fuch  alterations  at,  he 
Ihould  fee  convenient.  They  prefented  him  with 
a  diploma,  by  which  he  was  cpnftituted  hereditary 
Stadtholder  and  Captain-General  of  Dutch  Brabant, 
Flanders,  and  the  upper  quarter  of  Quelderland ; 
and  the  Eaft-India  company  appointed  hiqa  director 
and  Governor-General  of  .their  commerce  aild  fettle- 
ments  in  the  Indies.  Thus  invefted  with  authority 
unknown  to  his  ancestors,  he  exerted  hiiftfelf  with 
equal  induftry  and  difcretion  in  new  modelling, 
augmenting,  and.aflembling  the  troops  of  the  Re- 
publick.  The  Confederates  know  that  the  Count 
de  Saxe  had  a  defign  upon  Maeftricht  r  the  Auftrian 
General  Bathiani  made!  repeated  rcmonftrances  to 
the  Britifh  miniftry,  entreating  them  to  take  fpeedy 
meafures  for  the  prefervation  of  that  fortrefe.  He 
in  the  month  of  January  propofed  that  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  Ihould  crofs  the  fea>  and  cqnfer  with 
the  Prince  of  Orange  on  this  fubjeft:  he  undertook, 
at  the  peril  of  his  head,  to  cover  Maeftricht  with 
fcventy  thoufand  men,,  from  all  attacks  of  die 
enemy:  but  his  reprefentations  feemed  to  have 
made  very  little  impreffion  on  thofe  to  whom  they 
w«re  addrefled.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  did  not 
depart  from  Engtapd  till  towards  the  latter  end  of 
iVbruary:  part  of  March  wasdapfed,,  before  the 
..     ttanfports  -kited  from  llie  Nora  vyith  th?  additional 
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ttoops  and  artillery:  and  the  laft  drafts  from  the  C  HA  A 
foot- guards,  were  riot  embarked  till  the  middle  of    ,x- 

§  XXXI.  The  different  bodies  of  the  confederate 
forces  joined    each  other,  and    encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood  of    Ruremond,    to  the  number  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  meri  ;  and  the  French 
army  invefted    Maeftricht,   without  opposition,    on 
the  third  day  of  Aprih     The  garrifon  confifted  of 
Imperial  and  Dutch  troops,  under  the  condudt  of 
the  govefnour,  Baron  d'Aylva,   who  defended  the 
place  with  extraordinary  ikill  and  refolution.    He 
annoyed  the   befiegers  in  repeated  fallies ;  but  they 
were  determined  to  furmount  all    opposition,    ana 
profecuted  their  approaches  with  incredible  ardour. 
They  aflaulted  the  covered  way,  and  their  effe6tett 
a  lodgement,  after  an  obftinate  difpute,  in  which 
they  loft  two  thoufand  of  their  beft  troops:    but;' 
next  day  they  were  entirely  diflodged  by  the  gaK 
lantry  of  the   garrifon.     Thefe  hoftilities  were  fiid- 
denly  fufpended,  in  confequence  of  the  preliminaries 
figned  at  Aix-la-Chapelle.      The    plenipotentiaries 
agreed,  that,  for  the  glory  of  his  Chriftian  Majefty's 
arms,  the  town  of  Maeftricht  fhould  be  furrendered 
to  his  General,  on  condition  that  it  (hould  be  re- 
ftored  with   all  the    magazines  and  artillery.      He 
accordingly  took  pofleffion  of  it  on  the  third  day  of 
May,  when  the  garrifon  marched  Out  with  all  the 
honours  of  war ;  and  a  cefiation  of  arms  immediately 
enfued.      By  this  time  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries,  to 
the  number  of  thirty-feven  thoufand,  commanded 
by  Prince  Repnin,  had  arrived  in  Moravia,  where 
they  were  reviewed  by  their  Imperial  Majefties  ;  then 
they  proceeded  to  the  confines  of  Franconia,  where 
they  were  ordered  to  halt,  after  they  had  marched 
feven  hundred  miles  fince  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
The  French  King  declared,  that  ihould  they  advance 
farther,  he    would    demolifh    the    fortifications  of 
Maeftricht  and  Bergen-op-zoom.    This  difpute.  -waiJ 
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M  o  o  Krefenred  to  the  plenipotentiaries,  who,  in  the  be- 
|JJ*  ginning  of  Auguft,  concluded  a  convention,  im- 
fci74S.  Porting>  t*lat  t*lc  Ruffian  troops  Ihould  retain  to 
their  own  country ;  and  that  the  French  King  flbould 
dift>and  an  equal  number  of  his  forces.  The  feafon 
being  far  advanced,  the  Ruffians  were  provided 
with  winter-quarters  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia, 
where  they  continued  till  the  fpring,  when  they 
marched  back  to  Livonia.  In  the  mean  time  feven- 
aad-thirty  thoufand  French  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  Flanders  into  Picardy,  and  the  two  armies 
remained  quiet  till  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive 
treaty*  The  fufpenfion  of  arms  was  proclaimed  at 
London,  and  in  all  the  capitals  of  die  contracting 
powers :  t>rders  were  fent  to  the  refpe&ive  Admirals 
in  different  parts  of  the  world,  to  refrain  from  hofti- 
lities ;  and  a  communication  of  trade  and  intelligence 
was  again  opened  between  the  nations  which  had 
been  at  variance.  No  material  tranfa&ion  diftin- 
guifhed  the  campaign  in  Italy.  The  French  and 
Spanifh  troops  who  had  joined  the  Genoefe  in  the 
territories  of  the  republick,  amounted  to  thirty 
thoufand  men,  under  the  direction  of  the  Duke  de 
Richelieu,  who  was  fent  from  France  to  afiume  that 
command,  on  the  death  of  the  Duke  de  Bouffiers,' 
while  Marefchal  de  Belleifle,  at  the  head  of  fifty 
thoufand  men,  covered  the  Weftern  Riviera,  which 
was  threatened  with  an  invafion  by  forty  thoufand 
Auftrians  and  Piedmontefe,  under  General  Leutrum. 
At  the  fame  time  General  Brown,  with  a  more  nu- 
merous army,  prepared  to  re-enter  the  eailern  Ri- 
viera; and  re-commence  the  fiege  of  Genoa.  But 
thefe  intended  operations  were  prevented  by  an 
armiftice,  which  took  place  as  foon  as  the  bellige- 
rent powers  had  acceded  to  the  preliminaries. 
.'■§  XXXIL  In  the  Eaft-Iridies,  Rear-Admiral 
Bofcawen  undertook  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry,  which, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft,  he  blocked  up  by  fea  with 
his  fquadron,  and  invefted  by  land  with  a  fmali 
~;-    ..  ..  army 


GEO  ft  GK   II.  fry 

array  of  four  thoufand  Europeans,  and  about  twr>CHAP.: 
tboufand  names  of  that  country.    He  profecnted ji^L, 
Ac  cnterprize  with  great  fpirit,  and  took  the  fort  of  ^^^l 
Area  Coopm,  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  from 
the  town :  then  he  made  his  approves  to  the  place, 
againft  which. he  opened  batteries,  while  it  was  bom*' 
barded  and  cannonaded  by  the  (hipping.  But  the  for*- 
tificatians  were  fo  (bong,  the  garrifon  fo  numerous,    . 
and  the  engineers  of  the  enemy  fo  expert  in  their 
profeffion,  that  he  made  very  little  progrefs,  and 
Mained    confidetable    damage.      At   length,    his4 
army  being  diminifhed  by  ficknefs,  and  the  rainy 
foafon  approaching,    he  ordered  the  artillery  and 
(tores  to  dc  re-embarked ;  and  raifing  the  fiege  on: 
the  fixtk  day  of  O&ober,  returned  to  fort  St.  David, 
after  having  loft,  about  a  thoufand-  men  in  this  ex- 
pedition.    In  thefequel,  feveral  fhips  of  his  fqua-' 
dron,   and  above  twelve  hundred  failors,  periflied' 
in  a  hurricane.    The  naval  force  of  Great-Britain 
was  more  fuccefsfiil  in  the  W^eft-Indies.      Rear- 
Admiral  Knowlet,  with  a  fquadron  of  eight  (hips, 
attacked  Port  Low,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Hifpaniola, 
which  after  a  warm  a&ion  of  three  hours  wa9  fur- 
rendered  on*  capitulation,    and  diftnantled.     Then 
lie  made  an  abortive  attempt  Upon  St.  Jago  de 
Cuba,  and  returned  to  Jamaica,  extremely  chagrined 
at  his  difappointment,    which  he  imputed  to  the 
mifconchwft  of  Captain  Dent,   who  was  tried   in 
England  by  a  Court-Martial,  and  hononrably  ac- 
quitted.    On  the  firft  day  of  Odtober,  the  fame 
Admiral  cruifing    in  the  neighbourhood    of    the 
Havannah,  with  eight  (hips  of  the  line,  encountered 
a  Spaniih    fquadron  of  nearly  the  lame  ftrength, 
under  die  command  of  the  Admirals  Reggio  and 
Spinola.    The  engagement  began  between  two  and 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued  with 
intervals  till  eight  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy 
retired  to  the  Havannah,  with  the  lofs  of  two  fhips  ; 
one  of  which  firuck  to  the  Britifh  Admiral,  and  the 

other 
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BO  q  KothcTwasr  t*r*  days  after,  fet  on  fire  by  her  own 
lL      commander,-  that  .(he  .might  not  fall  into  the  hands 

s--^g^pf  the  English;  '  Mr.  Knowles  taxed  fome  of  his 
captains  with  mifbehaviour,  and  they  recriminated 
on  his  conduct.  On  their  return  to  England,  a 
Court -Martial  was  the  confequence  of  the  mutual 
4cpifatkms»  Thofe  who  adhered  to  the  Commander,  j 
.  and  the  others  whom  he  impeached,  were  inflamed  j 
againfteach  other  with  the  moft  rancorous  lefenN  ; 
ipeijt.  The  Admiral  hknfelf  <did  not  efcape .  uncen-  t 
fured  :  two  of  his  captains  were  reprimanded :  but 
Captain  Holmes,  who  had  ,  difptayed  uncommon 
courage,  was  honourably  acquitted.  Their  afcimo- 
f) ties  did  not  end  with  tUe  Court-Martial.  A  blood- 
lefs  encounter  happened  between  the  Admiral  and 
Captain  Powlett :  But  Captain  Innes  and  Captain 
Clarke,  meeting  by  appointment  in  Hyde-Park 
\yith  piftols,  the  former  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
died  next  morning;  the  latter  was  tried,  andTCon-r 
demned  far  murder,  but  indulged  .with  his  Magcfty's 

gardop.  No  naval  tranfa&ioh  of  .any  confequence 
appened  ip  the  European  fea6,.4unng*the  courfe 
qf  this  fummer.  In  January,  rindced,  the:  Mag- 
qanime,  a  French  frip  of  the  line*  was  taken  in  the 
channel  by  two  EngHfh  cruifers,  after  an  obftinatc 
engagement ;  apd  the  privateers  rtook  a  confidence 
number  of  merchant  (hips  from  the  enemy.   . 

$  XXXIIL  The  plenipotentiaries  ftill  continued 
at  Ai^la-Chapelle,  difcuffing  all  the  articlesof  the 
definitive  treaty,  which  was  at  length  concluded  and 
figned  on  tlje.feventh  .day  of  0<&ober.  It  was 
founde4  on  former  treaties,  which ?  were  how  ,ex- 
prefsly  confined,  from,  that  ofrWeflphalia  to  the 
laft  concluded  at  Ijondoii  and  Vienna,  *  The  con- 
tracting parties;  agreed,  That  all  prifoners  oar  each 
fifle  (hpul4  be  mutually  releafed,  without  iaafom, 
and  *U  CQnquefts  reflored  :  That  the  dtichie*  of 
Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guaftalla,  fhould  be  ceded 
a§  a  fetfleme#t  tQ  the  Infant  Don  Philip,  and  the 
/  heiq 
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haw  male  of  his  body ;  but  in  cafe  of  *his  afceniKhgc  h  a  p. 
the  throne  of  Spain,  or  of  the  two"  Sicilies,  or  hk^J^L, 
dying  without  maie-iflue,  that  they  fhotild  revert  to^^s^ 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria :  That  the  King  of  Gr<*at-' 
Britain  ihould;  immediately  after  the  ratification  of 
this  treaty,  fend  two  peffons  of  ra»k  and  diftin&ion, 
to  refide  in  France,  as  hdftages;  until  reftkution 
Ihould  •  be  made  of  -  Cape-Breton,  and  all  the  other 
conquefts  which  his  Britannick  Majefty  fhould  have 
atchieved  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft-Indies,  before  or 
after  the  preliminaries  wertfigtted :  That  tha  affiento 
contract,- with  the  article  of  the  annual  fhip,  ftiould 
he  confirmed  for  four  years,  during  which  the  en- 
joyment of  that  privilege  was  fufpended  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  war :  that  Dunkirk 
fhoold  remain  fortified  on  the  land  fide,  and  towards* 
the  fea  continuing  on' the  footing  of  former  treaties!' 
All  the  contracting  powers  became  guarantees  to 
the  King  of  Pruffia  for  the  duchy  of  Silefia  and 
theooonty  of  Glatz,  as  he  at  prefent  poflefled  thfem  ; 
and  duty  Hkewifc  engaged  to  feoure  the  JEmprefsl 
Queen,t>f  Hungary  and  Bohemia  in  pofftffion  of  her 
tereditafy  donoanams,  according  to  the  pragmatick 
bn&aan.  The  otter  articles;  regulated  the  forms  ^ 
and  times  feted  &r  his  mutual  F^ttS&on,  as  well  as 
for  the  tertninatioa  of  hoftilities  in  different^  parts 
of  the  world;  But  the  right  of  Englifh  fubje&s  to 
navigate  in  thfc  American  teas,  without  being  fubjedt 
td.fewch,  was  .nop  once  jnentioned,-  though  thfe 
cttiK.jaas  the -original  fource  of  the  differences 
between  Great-Britain  and  Spain:  nor  were  the 
limits  gf  Acadia  afcerta&ed. .  This  and  all  othtfr 
tifpuies  were  left  to  the  difcuffion  of  commiflaries. 
Wt  have  already  obferved,  that  after  the  troubles  of 
the  empire  began,  the  war  was  no  longer  traintained 
on  Bnrifh  principles.  It  became  a  continental 
CW$%]  ^d  was  profecuted  on  the  fide  of  the 
Affies  without  oondwft,  fpirit,  or  unanimity.  In 
tke Nfcfttflwds  tfay  ,were  outhi«il»bcred  .and  out- 
\  »  '  witted 
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Boo  fewktediby  the  enemy.  Thejrufever  hazarded  a  bttde 
^  ]^_  ynxYiosx.  fuftaining  a  defeats  -  Their  vaft  armies,  paid 
^J^by  Great-Britain,  lay  inactive,  and  beheld  one  for- 
trefs  reduced  after  another,  until  the  whole  country 
was  fubdued  i  and  as  their  Generals  fought,  their 
Plenipotentiaries  negotiated.  At  a  time  when  th*ir 
a£airs  began  to  wear  the  moft  promifing  alpeft, 
when  the  arrival  of  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries  would  hare 
fecured  an  undoubted  fuperiority  in  the  field ;  \rhcn 
the  Britiih  fleets  had  trampled  on  the  naval  power^of 
France  and  Spain,  intercepted  their  fupplies  of  trear 
fure  and  cut  off  all  their  refources  ot  commerce ; 
the  Britiih  ministers  feemed  to  treat,  without  the 
lead  regard  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  their 
country.  They  left  her  moil  valuable  and  neceflary 
rights  of  trade  unowned  and  undecided  :  they  fub- 
fcribed  to  the  infolent  demand  of  fending  the  nobles 
of  the  realm  to  grace  the  court,  and  adorn  die 
triumphs  of  her  enemy :  and  they  tamely  gave  up 
her  conquefts  in  North-America*  of  more  confe- 
rence to  her  traffick  than  all  the  other  dominions 
tor  which  the  powers  at  igar  contended :  they  gave 
up  the  important  ifle  of  Cape-Breton,  in  exchange 
for  a  petty  &<Story  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  belonging  to 
a  private  company,  whofe  exiftence  had  been 
deemed  prejudicial  to  the  commonwealth.  What 
then  were  the  fruits  which  Britain  reaped  from  this 
long  and  defperate  war  ?  A  dreadful  expence  of 
blood  and  treafure,*   di%race  upon  difgrace,  aa 
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•  Such  an  •xpenfrre  war  couM  not  be  maintain*!  without  a  urv' 
extraordinary  execution  of  a  commercial  fykixks  accordingly  we  £na 
tpat  Great  Britain,  flncc  the  death  of  Ring  William,  has  rife*  wi- 
der her  prefTures  with  fncreafed  vigour  and  perfcverance.  Whether 
it  be  owing  to  the  natural  progreffion  of  trade  extending  itftlf  from 
its  origin  to  its  acmfi  or  n*  plm  nlir^  or  t»  the  encoarageawn*  g»*** 
by  the  adminiftration  to  monied  men  of  all  denontfnatjprit  \  or  to 
needfitv,  impelling  thofe  who  can  no  longer  live  on  final!  jntiomes.  to 
rUque  their  capitals  in  traffick,  that  tftty  roaj  hav«  a  chance  rot 
bettering  their  fortunes  §  or,  laftly,  to  a  concurrence  of  all  theft 
caujcs4  certain  it  itj  the  national  exports  and  imports  hate  been  fen- 

^  m>lf 


-.■*'*     4>. 


<3  E  O  R  G  B    II.  233 

additiooal  load   of  grievous  impofitiofia,   and  iWoha*. , 
national  debt  accumulated  to  tfce  enormpua  fum  oft   l** 
eighty  millions  fterling*     •  '^o^* 

bly  incmiiog  for  thefc  forty  yean  t  the  yearly  medium  of  woollen 
exports,  from  the  year,  1738  to  1743  inclufive,  amounted  to  about 
three  million*  and  an  half,  which  was  a  yearly  increafe  on  the  me- 
dium, of  live  hundred  thoufand  pounds  above  the  medium  from  172$ 
to  17*4.  From  this  article^  the  reader  will  conccitc  the  prodigious 
extent  and  importance  of  the  Britiu  commerce* 


THE 


£• 


V 


i 


-*i> 


HIST  OR  Y 

•    '  -  OP 

E  N  G  1  A  N  D, 


BOOK  III, 
CHAPTER   I. 


1 1.  Reflections  on  the  peace.     §  II,    The  Prince  &/ 
Wales  s  adherents  join  the  ofpofition.  $  III.  Charac- 
ter of  the  miniftry.     §  Iv.    Sejflon  opened.     §  V. 
Debate  on  the  atjdrefs.     §  VI.  Supplies  granted. 
$  VII.  Exorbitant  demand  of  the  Emprefs  Queen  op* 
fofed.     &  VIII.  Violent  contejt  concerning  the  fea- 
7/1  ens  bill.     \  IX.    Objections   to  the  mutiny  bill 
^  X.  Bill  for  limiting  the  term  of  a  foldier  s  fervict. 
§  XL  Meafures  taken  with  refpe£l  to  the  African 
trade.     §  XII.  Scheme  for  improving  the  Britijh 
Jjjhery.     &  XIII.  Attempt  to  open  the  commerce  io 
Hudfons  bay.     $  XIV.  Flan  for  manning  the  navy, 
4    XV.    Fruitless  motions  made  by  the  oppofition, 
$  XVI.  Severities  exercifed  uponfomejludents  at  Ox- 
ford.    §  XVII.  Duke  of  Newcajlle  chofen  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Unherfity  of  Cambridge.     %  XVIII.  TV 
mults  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.     §  XIX. 
Scheme  for  a  fettlement  in  Nova-Scotia.  .  $  XX, 
Town  of  Hallif ax  founded.  §  XXI.  French  attempt 
to  fettle  the  ijland  of  Tobago.     §  XXII.  Rejoicings 
for  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelk,     §  XXIlt  Pre* 
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tinders  eldeft/wt arrefted  at  Paris.    §  XXIV.-  Ap* 
earance  of  a  rupture  between  Ruffia  and  Sweden, 

XXV.  Interpofition  of   the   King    of  Pruffia. 

XXVI.  Meafures  taken  by  the  French  mimjlry% 
XXVIL  Conduct  of  different  European  powers* 

XXVIII.  Infolwce    of   the    Barbary    Cor/airs. 

XXIX.  Difturbdnces  in  England.  §  XXX. 
Sejfiou  opined.  $  XXXI.  Subjects  of  debate. 
$  XXXII.  Scheme  for  reducing  the  bitereft  of  the 
national  debt.  4  JtXXIIL  A&  pajfed  for  thai 
purpofe.  §  XXXIV.  New mutiny  bill  §XXXV. 
Bill  for  encouraging  the  importation  of  iron  from 
America.  ^  XXXVI.  Erection  of  the  Britijh  her-* 
rijigfijhery.  &  XXXVII.  New  African  Company. 
4  XXXVIII.  Weftnunfier  eleBion.  $  XXXIX. 
Earthquakes  in  London.  §  XL.  Pefiuential  fever 
at  the  fejfton  in  the  Old-BaiUy.  §  XLL  Dj/pute^ 
between  Ruffia  and  Sweden.  ^  XLII.  Plan  for  elect- 
ing the  Arch-duke  Jofoph  King  of  the  Romans? 
&XLIII.  Oppoftion  of  the  .King  of  Prujflai 
$  XLIV.  Difputes  with  the  French  about  the  limit f 
of  Nova-Scotia.  $  XLV.  Treaty  with  Spain. 
$  XLVI.  Sejion  opened.  $  XLVIJ.  Debate  on  the 
addrefs.  §  XLVIII.  Supplies  granted.-  $  XLIX. 
Death  and  character  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  .  ^L. 
Settlement  of  a  Regency »,  in  cafe  of  a  mitior  Sovereign." 
§  LI.  General  naturalization  bill.     $  LI  I.  Cenfure 

pajfed  upon  a  paper  intitled  Confiitutional  Queries: 
LIU.  Proceedings  of  ihe  Commons  on  the  JVe/l- 
minfter  ele£lion.  .  $  LIV.  Mr.  Murray  font  pri/bner 
to  Newgate.     §  LV.  Sefjion  clofcd.    Stile  altered. 

\  I.  ■TPHE    peace   of  Aix-la-Chapelle,    however  chap. 

unliable  or  inglorious  it  might  appear  to       *• 
thofc  few  who  uriderftood  the  interefts,  and  felt  for  ^^J^ 
the  honour  of  their  country,  was  nevertheless  not 
unwelcome  to  the  nation  in  general.     The  Britith 
ftiniftry  will  always  find  it  more  difficult  to  fatisfy 
fre  people  at  the  end  of  a  fuceefcful  campaign,  than 

at 
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book  attbe  ionchifion  of  an  unfortunate  war.    The  Sag* 
!"•     Ufh  are  impatient  of  mifcarriagc  and  difappoimment, 

^^^J^and  too  apt  to  be  intoxicated  with  vi&ory.  At  this 
period  they  were  tired  of  the  burthens,  and  fick  of 
the  difgraces,  to  which  they  had  been  expofed  in  the 
courfe  of  feven  tedious  campaigns.  They  had  fiif- 
fered  confiderable  fafles  and  interruption  in.  the  ar- 
ticle of  commerce,  which  was  the.  fource  of  their 
national  opulence  and  power :  they  knew  it  would 
aeceflaiily  be  clogged  with  additional  duties,  for  die 
maintenance,  of  a  continental  war,  and  the  fupport 
of  foreign  fubfidiaries ;  and  they  drew,  very  faint 
prefages  of  future  fuccefs  either  from  the  conduct  of 
their  allies,  or  the  capacity  of  their  commanders. 
The  people  influenced  by  thefe  confederations,  the 
Defloration  of  a  free  trade,  the  refpitc  from  that 
anxiety  and  fufpence  which  the  profecution  of  a  war 
never  fails  to  engender,  and  the  profpc&  of  a  fpeedy 
deliverance  from  difcouxaging  reftraint  and  oppref- 
five  impofitions,  were  advantages  that  fweetened 
the  bitter  draught  of  a  difhonourable  treaty,  and  in- 
duced the  majority  of  the  nation  to  acquiefce  in  the 

•  peace,   not  barely  without  murmuring,    but  even 

with  fome  degree  of  (atisfa&ion  and  applaufe. 
.  $  II. .  Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions at  Aix-la-Ghapelle  the  armies  were  broken  up : 
the  Allies  in  the  Netherlands  withdrew  their  feveral 
proportions  of  troops;  the  French  began  to  eva- 
cuate Flanders;  and  the  Englifli  forces  were  re- 
imbarked  for  their  own  country.  His  Britannick 
Majefty  returned  from  his  German  dominions  in 
November,  having  landed  near  Margate,  in  Kent,^ 
after  a  dangerous  paflage ;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth* 
of  the  fame  month  he  opened  the  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment. By  this  time  the  mifunderftanding  between 
the  two  firft  pcrfonages  of  the  Royal  Family  had 
been  increafed  by  a  frefh  fucceffion  of  matter.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  had  held  a  court  of  Stannary1,  in 
quality  of  Duke  of  Cornwall;   and  revived  fome 

2  claims 
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claims  attached  to  that  dignity,  which,  had  theycRA  P. 
been  admitted,  would  have  greatly  augmented  his      *• 
influence   among   the   Cornifli    boroughs.     Thefe    174^ 
efforts  roufed  the  jealoufy  of  the  Adminifiratioa, 
which  had  always  confidered  them  as  an  intereft 
wholly  dependent  on  the  Crown ;  and,  therefore,  the 
pretentions  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  were  oppofed  by 
the  whole  weight  of  the  Miniftry.     His  adherents, 
refenting  thefe  hostilities  as  an  injury  to  their  Royal 
Matter,  immediately  joined  the  remnant  of  the  for* 
mer  oppofition  in  Parliament,  and  refolved  to  coun* 
teraft  all  the  minifterial  meafuces  that  lhould  fall 
under  their  cognizance  ;  at  lead,  they  determined  to 
feize  every  opportunity  of  thwarting  the  {Servants  of 
the  Crown,  in  every  fcheme  or  propofal  that  had  not 
an  evident  tendency  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation. 
This  band  of  auxiliaries  was  headed  by  the  Earl  of 
E— t,  Dr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  N— t.    The  firft  poflefled 
a  fpecies  of  eloquence  rather  plaufible  than  power- 
fill  :  he  fpoke  with  fluency  and  fire  :   his  fpirit  was" 
bold  and  enterprifing,  his  apprehenfion  quick,   and 
his  repartee  fevere.     Dr.  Lee  was  a  man  of  extenfive 
erudition    and    irreproachable    morals,   particularly 
verfed  in  the  civil  law,   which  he  protefled,    and 
perfe&ly  well  acquainted  with  the  conftitution  of  his 
country.     Mr.  N — t  was  an  orator  of  middling  abi-* 
Hues,  who  harangued  upon  all  fubje&s  indiscrimi- 
nately, and  fupplied  with  confidence  what  he  wanted 
in  capacity :  he  had  been  at  fome  pains  to  ftudy  the 
bufiitefs  of  the  Houfe,  as  well  as  to  underftand  the 
machine  of  government;   and  was  tolerably  well 
heard,  as  he  generally  fpoke  with  an  appearance  of 
good  humour,  and  hazarded  every  'whimfical  idea, 
as  it  rofe  in  his  imagination.     But  lord  Boling- 
brokc  is  laid  to  have  been  the  chief  fpring  which,  in 
fecret,  aduated  the  deliberations  of   the  Prince's, 
court.    That  nobleman  feemingly  fequeftered  from 
the  tumults  of  a  publtck  life,  refided  at  Batterfea, 
where  he  was  vilitcd  like  a  fainted  fhrine  by- all  the 

diftinguifhe4 
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B*0  o  Kdiftingiriflied  votaries  of  wit,  eloquence,  and  politic 
*"•     cal  ambition-     There  he  was  cultivated  and  admired 

^^J^fbr  the  elegance  of  his  manners,  and  the  charms  of 
his  converfation.  The  Prince's  curiofky  was  firft 
captivated  by  Ins  charader,  and  his  efteem  was  af- 
terwards fecured  by  the  irrefiftiMe  addrefs  of  that 
extraordinary  perfonage,  who  continued  in  a  regular 
.  progreffion  to  iniinuate  himfetf  (till  farther  and  far- 
ther into  the  good  graces  of  his  Royal  Patron. 
How  far  the  conduct  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  in- 
fluenced by  the  private  advice  of  this  nobleman  we 
fhall  not  pretend  to  determine :  but,  certain  it  is, 
the  friends  of  the  miniftry  propagated  a  report,  that 
he  was  the  di&ator  of  thofe  meafures  which  the 
Prince  adopted;  and  that,  under  the  fpecious  pre- 
text of  attachment  to  the  Heir  Apparent  of  the 
Crown,  he  concealed  his  real  aim,  which  was  to 
'  perpetuate  the  breach  in  the  Royal  Family.  What- 
ever his  fentrments  and  motives  might  nave  been, 
this  was  no  other  than  a  revival  of  the  old  minifte- 
rial  clamour,  that  a  man  cannot  be  well  affiled  to 
the  King,  if  he  pretends  to  cenfure  any  meafure  of 
the  adminiftration. 

$  III.  The  weight  which  the  oppofitton  derived 
from  thefe  new  confederates  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons was  (till  greatly  overbalanced  by  the  power, 
influence,  and  ability  that  fuftained  every  minifteriaJ 

Sroje&.  Mr.  Pelham,  who  chiefly  managed  die 
elm  of  affairs,  was  generally  efteemed  as  a  man  of 
honefty  and  candour,  actuated  by  a  fincere  love  for 
his  country,  though  he  had  been  educated  in  erro- 
neous principles  of  government,  and  in  fome  mea- 
fure obliged  to  profecute  a  fatal  fyftem,  which 
defcended  to  him  by  inheritance.  At  this  time  he 
numbered  Mr.  Pitt  among  his  fellow-minitfers, 
and  was  moreover  fupported  by  many  other  indi- 
viduals of  diltinguifhed  abilities ;  among  whom  the 
%firft  place  in  point  of  genius,  was  due  to  Mr.  M* 
who  executed  the  office  of  Soliator-general.    This 

5  gentleman,  - 
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g&ttfeman,  th£  fbn  of  a  noble  family  ift  North?Bfi~c  it  aw 
tain,  had  raifed  himfelf  to  greaj:  eminence  at  the      I* 
bar,  .by  a  raoit.keeo  intuitive  fpirit  of  apprehen-*"^^ 
fion,    that   feeined   to  feize    every  objeft  at  firft         * 
glance ;  aa  innate  fagacity,  that  faved.  the  troubk 
of  intenfe  application;  and  an  iprefiftibte  ftreani  of 
eloquence,    that  flowed  pure  and  claffical,   fcong 
and  copious,    refle&ing,    in  the  moil  conipicuot**. 
point  of  view,  the  fubjedts  over  which  it  rolled, 
and  fweeping  before  it  all  the  flime  of  formal  hefir 
tation,   and  .all  the  entangling  weeds  of  chicanery, 
Yet,  the  fervants  of  ths  Crown  were  not  fo  impli- 
citly attached  to  the  firft  minifter  as  to  acquiefce 
in  all  his  plans,  and  dedicate  their  time  and  talents 
to  the  fupport  of  every  court-meafure  iqdiforimir 
nately*      This  was    one    material   ppint  in  which 
Mr.  Pelham  deviated  from  the  maxims  of  his  pre-, 
deceflbr,    who  admitted  of  no  contradiction  from 
any  of  his  adherents  or  fellow-fervants,   but  infifted 
on  kcrifking  their  whole  perception  and  faculties 
to .  his    consult   and    difpofal.     That  fordid   de- 
ference to  a  miniller  no  longer   chanuSlerifed  the 
fubordinate  rinftruments  of  the  adminiftratioq.     It 
was  not  unufuai  to  fee  the  great  officers  of   tho 
government    divided    in    a   parliamentary    debate, 
and  to  hear  the  Secretary  at  War  oppofii^g  witjh 
great  vehemence  a  claufe  fuggefted  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.     After  all,    if  w£.  coojlyi 
consider  thofe  arguments  which  have  been  bandie4 
about,  and.  rqtortefc  with  fnch  eagernefs  and  acri- 
mony in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and.diveft  thejn 
of  thofe .  pailionate  tropes  and  declamatory,  meta- 
phors which  the  lpirit  of  opposition  alone  had  pro- 
duced, we  (hall  find  very  littl?  left  for  the  fubjcct  of 
difpute,   and  fometimes  be  puzzled  to  difcover  any 
material  fource  of  difagreement.      ,  i 

.^  IV.  In  the  month  of  November  his  Majefty 
opened  the  feffion  of  Parliam^jnt  with. 3  fpeech,  -  ac- 
quainting them,  That  the  definitive  treaty  of  4>eac^  . 

wa& 
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BO  o  Kwa»at  length  figned  by  all  the  parties  concerned? 

*J**^That  he  had  made  the  moft  effectual  provifion  for 
rj^  fecuriftg  the  fights  and  interefts  of  his  own  fubje&s ; 
and  procuring  for  his  allies  the  beft  conditions,  which, 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  could  be  obtained. 
He  faid,  he  had  found  a  general  good  difpolition  in 
all  parties  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  happy  con- 
clusion ;  and  obferved,  that  vte  might  promife  our- 
felves  a  long  enjoyment  of  the  bleffings  of  peace. 
Finally,  after  having  remarked  that  times  of  tran- 
quillity were  the  proper  feafons  for  lefiening  the 
national  debt,  and  (lengthening  die  kingdom  againft 
future  events,  he  recommended  to  the  Commons 
the  improvement  of  the  publick  revenue,  the 
maintenance  of  a  considerable  naval  force,  the  ad- 
vancement of  commerce,  and  the  cultivation  of  the 
arts  of  peace.  This  fpeech,  as  ufual,  was  echoed 
back  by  an  addrefs  to  the  throne  from  both  Houfes, 
containing  general  expreffions  of  the  warmeft  loyalty 
and  gratitude  to  his  Majefty,  and  implying  the  moil: 
perfect  fatisfa&ion  and  acquifefcence  in  the  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 

§  V.  The  members  in  the  oppofition,  according 
to  cuftom,  cavilled  at  the  nature  of  this  addrefs. 
They  obferved,  that  the  late  pacification  was  the 
worft  and  moft  inglorious  of  all  the  bad  treaties  to 
which  the  Englifh  nation  had  ever  fubfcribed :  that 
it.  was  equally  difgraceful,  indefinite,  and  abfurd: 
they  faid,  the  Britifh  navy  had  gained  fuch  an  afcen- 
dancy  over  the  French  at  fea,  that  the  fources  of 
their  wealth  were  already  choaked  up ;  that  the  fiege 
of  Maeftricht  would  have  employed  their  arms  in 
the  Low-Countries  till  the  arrival  of  the  Ruffians ; 
and  that  the  acceffion  of  thefe  auxiliaries  would  have 
thrown  the  fuperiority  into  the  fcale  of  die  Allies. 
They  did  not  fail  to  take  notice,  that  the  moft  im- 
portant- and  original  object  of  the  war  was  left  wholly 
undecided ;  and  demonftrated  the  abfurdity  of  theif 
promifing^  in  the   addreis   to   make   good   fuch 

engagements 
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engagements  a*  his  Majefty  had  entered  into  with  b**c  h  a  p», 
allies,  before  they  knew  what  thofe  engagements  I- 
were.  In  anfwer  to  thefe  obje&ions,  the  mimftersv*^£*'/ 
replied,  That  the-  peace  was,  in  itfelf,  rather  better 
than  could  be  expected ;  and  that  the  fmalleft  delay 
might  have  proved  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Europe* 
They  affirmed,  that  the  Dutch  were  upon  the  point 
of  concluding  a  neutrality,  in  confequene  of  which 
their  troops  would  4iave  been  withdrawn  from  the 
allied  army  ; .  and,  in  that  cafe,  even  the  addition  of 
the  Ruffian  auxiliaries  would  not  have  rendered  it  & 
match  for  the  enemy.  They  aflerted,  that  if  the 
war  had  been  prolonged  another  year,  the  national 
credit  of  Great-Britain  muft  have  been  entirely 
ruined,  many  of  the  publrck  funds  having  funk 
below  par  in  the  preceding  feafon,  fo  that  the  mini- 
fry  had  begun  to  defpair  of  feeing  the  money  paid 
in  on  the  new  fubfeription.  With  refoeft  to  the  re- 
ftoration  of  Cape-Breton,  the  limits  of  Nova-Scoti% 
and  the  right  of  navigating  without  fearch  in  the 
American  feas,  which  right  had  been. left  unefla- 
blilhcd  in  the  treaty,  they  declared,,  that  the  firft 
was  an  unneceflary  expence,  of  no  confequence  to 
Great-Britain ;  and  that  the  other  two  were  points 
in  difpute,  to  be  amicably  fettled  in  private  confe- 
rences by  Cotnoiiflaries  duly  authorized;  but  by 
no  means  articles  to  be  eftablithed  by  a  general 
treaty. 

VI,  What  the  oppofition  wanted  in  {trength,  it 
endeavoured  to  make  up  with  fpirit  and  perfeve- 
ranee.  Every  minifterial  motion  and  meafure  was 
canvafled,  lifted,  and  decried  with  uncommon  art 
and  vivacity:  but  all  this  little  availed  againft  the 
fingle  article  of  fuperior  numbers  ;  and  accordingly 
this  was  the  fource  of  certain  triumph  in  ^U  de- 
bates in  which  the  fecvants  of  the  crown  were  united. 
The  nation  had  reafon  to  expert  an  immediate  mi- 
tigation in  the  article  of  annual  expence, .  confider- 
ing  the  number  of  troops  and  (hips  of  war  which 
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Boo  Khad  been  reduced  at  the  ratification  of  the  treaty; 
J11'    but  they  were  difagreeably  undeceived  in  finding 

^^P^themfelves  again  loaded  with  very  extraordinary 
impofitions,  for  the  payment  of  a  vaft  debt  which 
government  had  contracted  in  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
notwithftanding  the  incredible  aids  granted  by  Par- 
liament. The  committee  of  fupply  eftabliflied  four 
points  of  confideration,  in  their  deliberations  con- 
cerning the  fums  neceflary  to  be  raifed ;  namely, 
for  fulfilling  the  engagements  which  the  Parliament 
had  entered  into  with  his  Majefty,  and  the  fervices 
undertaken  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  war;  for  difcharging 
debts  contracted  by  government ;  for  making  good 
deficiencies ;  and  for  defraying  tj*e  current  expence 
of  the  year.  It  appeared,  that  the  nation  owed 
four-and-forty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria ;  above  thirty  thoufand  to  the  Duke  of 
Bfunfwick;  the  like  fum  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefie- 
CafTel ;  and  near  nine  thoufand  pounds  to  the  Elec- 
tor of  Mentz.  The  Queen  of  Hungary  claimed  an 
arreaf  t  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  city 
of  Glafgow,  in  North-Britain,  prefented  x  petition, 
praying  to  be  reimburfed  the  fum  of  ten  thoofiwid 
pounds,  extorted  from  that  corporation  by  the  fon 
of  the  Pretender,  during  the  rebellion.  One  hufl* 
dred  and  twelve  thou&nd  pounds  were  owing  to  the 
forces  in  North- America  and  the  Baft-Indies ;  be- 
fides  near  half  a  million  due  on  extraordinary  ex- 
pence  incurred  by  the  land  forces  in  America,  Flan- 
ders, and  North-Britain,  by  the  office  of  Ordnance, 
and  other  fervices  of  the  laft  yeai*,  to  which  the  par- 
liamentary provifion  did  not  extend.  The  remain- 
ing debt  of  the  Ordnance  amounted  to  above  two 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  :  but  tile  navy- 
bills  could  not  be  difcharged  for  lefs  than  four  mil- 
lions* An  addition  of  two  millions  three  hundred 
and  feventy-four  thoufand  three  httndrtfd  thiny-three 
pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  two-pence  was  atfo  re- 
quired or  the  current  fervice  of  the  year.  In  i 
6  •  word 


GEORGE    II. 

word,  the  whole  annual  fupply  exceeded  eight  mil- 
lions fterling — a  fum  at  which  the  whole  nation  .ex- 
prefled  equal  aftonifhment  and  difguft.  It  w 
charged  upon  the  duties  on  malt,  mum,  cyder,  an< 
pejry,  the  land-tax  at  four  (hillings  in  the  pound, 
annuities  on  the  finking-fund,  an  application  of  one 
million  from  that  depofit,  and  the  loan  of  the  like 
fum  to  be  charged  on  the  firft  aids  of  next  feflfcon. 
The  number  of  feamen  was  reduced  to  feventeen 
thoufand,  and  that  of  the  land  forces  to  eighteen 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven,  including 
guards  and  garrifons. 

§  VII.  Every  article  of  expence,  however,  wa$ 
warmly;  difputed  by  the  anti-courtiers ;  efpecialljf 
the  demand  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  which  was 
deemed  unreafonably  exorbitant  and  rapacious,  con- 
fidering  the  feas  of  blood  which  we  had  fhed,  and 
the  inyaejifity  of  treafure  we*  had  exhaufted  for  her 
benefit :  and  furely  the  fubiedfe  of  this  nation  had 
fame  reafbn  to  complain  of  an  indulgence  of  thi^ 
nature,  granted  to  a  power  which  they  had  literally 
fnatched  from  the  brink  of  ruin — a  power  whole 
quairel  they  had  efpoufed  with  a  degree  of  cpthu-t 
qafin  that  did  much  more  honour  to  their  gallantry 
t^an  to  their  difcr^tion— a  power  that  kept  alootj 
with  a  ftatelinefs  of  pride  peculiar  to  herfetf  and  fa* 
mily ;  and  beheld  her  Britilh  auxiliaries  fighting  her 
battle*  at  their  own  expence ;  whil?  (he  Squandered 
away,  in  the  idle  pageantry  of  barh^Qps  magnifi- 
cence, thofe  ample  fybfidies  which  they  advanced  in 
order  to  n^aintain  her  armies,  and  furniih  out  her 
proportion  of  the  war.  The  leaders  of  the  oppofition 
negle£fcd  no  opportunity  of  embittering  the  triumphs 
of  their  adversaries :  they  inveighed  againft  the  ex- 
travagance of  granting  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  for 
the  pay  of  general  and  ftatF  officers,  during  a  peace 
that  required  no  fuch  efiabliihment,  efpecially  at  a 
juncture  wnen  the  national  incumbrances  rendered 
it  abibl^t^ly  neceflary  t9  pra&ife  every  expedient  o£ 

b^  ceconomy. 
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BOO  Kceconomy.     They  even  combated  the  requeft  of  the 
•  J[**Lcity  of  Glafgow,  to  be  indemnified  for  the  extraor- 
,74f,     dinary  exadUon  it  underwent  from  the  rebels,  though 
it   appeared,    from   unqueftionable   evidence,    that 
this  extraordinary  contribution  was  exacted  on  ac- 
count  of    that   city's  peculiar  attachment    to  the 
'     reigning  family :   that  it  had  always  invariably  ad- 
hered to  Revolution  principles ;   and,  with  an  un- 
equalled fpirit  of  loyalty  and  zeal  for  the  proteftant 
fucceffion,  diftinguiflied  itfelf  both  in  the  laft  and 
t  preceding  rebellion. 

.$  VIII.  But  the  moft  violent  conteft  arofe  on  cer- 
tain regulations  which  the  miniftry  wanted  to  efta- 
blifh  in  two  bills,  relating  to  the  fea  and  land  fervice. 
.  The  tirft,  under  the  title  of  a  bill  for  amending, 
explaining,  and  reducing  into  one  aft  of  Parliament 
the  laws  relating  to  the  navy,  was  calculated  folely 
with  a  view  of  fubje&ing  half-pay  officers  t6  mar- 
tial law— a  defigii  which  not  only  furniflied  the 
fcppofition  with  a  plaufible  handle  for  accufing'  the 
Tninifters,  as  intending  to  encroach  upon  the  con- 
f  ftitution,  in  order  to  extend  the  influence  of  the 
Crown ;  but  alfo  'alarmed  the  fea-oftcers  to  fuch  a 
degree,  thpt  they  aflembled  to  a  confiderable  num- 
ber,, with  a  view  to  deliberate  upon  the  proper 
fneans  of  defending  their  privileges  and  liberties 
from  invafion.  The  refult  of  their  confutations 
Was  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fubferibed 
by  three  Admirals  and  forty-feven  Captains,  not 
tnembers  of  Parliament,  reprcfenting,  That  the  bill 
in  agitation  contained  feveral  clatifes,  tending  to  the 
injury  and  difhonour  of  all  naval  officers,  as  well  as 
to  the  detriment  of  his  Majefty's  fervice ;  and  that 
the  laws  already  in  force,  had  been  always  found 
eflfeftual  for  fecuring  the  fervice  of  officers  on  half- 
pay  upon  the  moft  preffing  occafions :  they,  there- 
fore, hoped,  that  tney  fhould  not  be  fubjeded  to 
new  hardftiips  and  difcouragements ;  and  begged  to 
be  heard  by  their  counfel,  before  the  committee  of 
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the  whole  Houfe,  touching  fuch  parts  of  the  bill  as  c  H  A  P. 
they  apprehended  would  be  injurious  to  themfelves      *• 
and  the  other  officers  of  his  Majefty's  navy.     Thisv,--^5^ 
petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  Sir  John 
Norris,  and  the  motion  for  its  being  read  was  fe- 
conded  by  Sir  Peter  Warren,  whofe  character  was 
univerfally   efteemed    and   beloved  in   the   nation. 
This  meafure  had  like  to  have  produced  very  ferious 
confequences.     Many  commanders  and   fubalterns 
had  repaired  to  the  Admiralty,   and  threatened,   in 
plain  terms,  to  throw  up  their  commiffions  in  cafe 
the  bill  fhould  pafs  into  a  law ;  and  a  general  fer- 
ment was  begun  among  all  the  fubordinate  members*, 
of  the  navy.     A  motion  was  made,  That  the  peti-* 
tioners,  according  to  their  requeft,  fhould  be  heard 
by  their  counfel ; .  and  this  propofal  was  ftrongly 
urged  by  the  firft  orators  of   the   anti-minilterial 
ailbciation  ;  but  the  miniiter,   confiding  in  his  own 
firength,    reinforced  by  the   abilities  of  Mr.   Pitt, 
Mr.  Littleton,  and  Mr.  Fox  the  Secretary  at  War, 
lirenuoully  oppofed  the  motion,  which,  upon  a  di-s 
vifion,  was  thrown  out  by  a  great  majority.     The 
feveral  articles  of  the  bill  were  afterwards  feparately 
debated  with  great  warmth ;  and  though  Mr.  Pel- 
ham  had,  with  the  molt  diiinterefted  air  of  candour, 
repeatedly  declared  that  he  required  no  fupport  even 
from  his  own  adherents,  but  that  which  might  arife 
from  reafon  unreftrained,    and  full  convi6hon,  he, 
on  this  occafion,  reaped  all  the  fruit  from  their  zeal 
and  attachment  whicn  could  be  expe&ed  from  the 
moft  implicit  complaifance.    Some  plaufible  amend- 
ments ot  the  moft  exceptionable  claufes  were  offered, 
particularly  of  that  which  impofed  an  oath  upon  the 
members,  of  every  court-martial,   that  they  fhould 
not,  on  any  account,  difclofe  the  opinions  or  tranf- 
a&ions  of  any  fuch  tribunal.     This  was  confidered 
as  a  fandtion,  under  which  any  court-martial  might 
commit  the  moft  flagrant  ads  of  injuftice  and  op- 
preffion,   which  even  Parliament  itfelf  could  not 

rcdrefs, 
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Boo  Kfedrcfs,  becaufe  it  would  be  impoffible  to  afcertain 
IIT-     the  truth,  eternally  fealed  up  by  this  abfurd  obli- 

^■^^gation.  The  amendment  propiofed  was,  that  the 
member  of  a  court-martial  might  reveal  the  tranf- 
a&ions  and  opinions  of  it,  in  all  cafes  wherein  the 
courts  of  Juftice,  as  the  law  now  Hands,  have  a  right 
to  interfere,  if  required  thereto  by  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament :  a  very  reafonable  mitigation, .  which, 
howeve*,  was  rejedled  by  the  majority.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  the  fufpicion  of  an  intended  encroachment  had 
raifed  fuch  a  clamour  without  doors,  and  difftfed 
the  odium  of  this  meafure  fo  generally,  that  the  mi- 
nifter  thought  proper  to  drop  the  projedted  article  of 
war,  fubjecting  the  reformed  officers  of  the  navy  to 
the  jurifdi&ions  of  courts-martial ;  and  the  bill  be- 
ing alfo  foftened  in  other  particulars,  during  its 
pafiage  through  the  Upper  Houfe,  at  length  received 
the  Royal  aflent.  '  .'  / 

$  IX.  The  flame  which  this  aft  had  kindled, 
was  rather  increafed  than  abated  on  the  appearance 
of  a  new  mutiny-bill  replete  with  divers  innovations, 
tending  to  augment  the  influence  df  the  Crown,  as 
well  as  the  authority  and  power  of  a  military  ju- 
rifdi&ion.  All  the  articles  of  war  eftablifhed  fince 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  were  fubmitted  to 
the  infpe&ion  of  the  Commons ;  and  in  thefe  ap- 
peared a  gradual  fpirit  of  encroachment,  *  almoft  im- 
perceptibly deviating  from  the  civil  inftitutes  of  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  towards  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
military  dominion.  By  this  new  kill  a  power  tfas 
vefted  in  any  commander  in  chief,  to  revife  and 
correal  any  legal  fentence'of  a  court-martial,  by 
which  the  members  df  fuch  a  court,  correfponding 
with  the  nature  of  a  civil  July,  werfe  rendered  abfo- 
lutely  ufelefe,  and  the  commander  in,  a  great  mea- 
fure abfolute;  for  he  had  not  only  the  power  of  fnm- 
moning  fuch  officers  as  he  might  choofe  to  fit  on 
any  trial,  a  prerogative  unknown  to  any  civil  court 
of  judicature ;  but  he  was  'alfo  at  liberty  to  review 

and 
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and  alter  the  fentence ;  fo  that  a  man  was  futgeA  toe  H  a P*. 
two  trials  for  the  fame  offence,  and  the  commander^^^V. j 
in  chief  was  judge  both  of  the  guilt  and  the  punilh-     174l# 
ment.     By  the  final  claufe  of  this  bill,  martial  law 
was  extended  to  all  officers  on  half  pay ;  and  the 
fame  arguments  which  had  been  urged  againft  this 
article  in  the  navy  bill,  were  now  repeated  and  re- 
inforced with  redoubled  fervour.    Many  reafons  were 
offered  to  prove  that  the  half-pay  was  allotted  as  a 
recompence  for  pad  fervice  ;   and  the  opponents  of 
die  bill  affirmed,   that  fuch  an  article,  by  augment- 
ing the  dependents  of  the  Crown,   might  be  very 
dangerous  to  the  conftitution.     On  the  other  hand, 
the  partifans  of  the  miniftry  aflerted,  that  the  half- 
pay  was  granted  as  a  retaining  fee;   and  that  ori- 
ginally all  thofe  who  enjoyed  this  indulgence  were 
deemed  to  be  in  a&ual  fervice,  confequently  fub- 
jedt  to  martial  law.     Mr.  Pitt,   who  at  this  time 
exercifed  the  office  of  Paymafter-General  with  a 
rigour  of  integrity  uriknown  to  the  mod  difinterefted 
of  all  his  predeceffors  in  that  department,  efpoufed 
the  claufe  in  difpute,  as  a  necefiary  extension  of  mi- 
litary difcipline,  which  could  never  be  attended  with 
any  bad  confequence  to  the  liberty  of  the  nation. 
The  remarks  which  he  made  on  this  occafion,   im- 
plied an  opinion  that  our  liberties  wholly  exifted  in 
dependence  upon  the  dire&ion  of  the  Sovereign,  and 
the  virtue  of  the  army.     "  To  that  virtue  (laid  he) 
"  we  truft  even  at  this  hour,  fmall  as  our  army  is— 
"  to  that  virtue  we  mud  have  trufted,  had  this  bill 
f'  been  modelled  as  its  warmeft  oppofers  could  have 

*  wilhed;  and  without  this  virtue,  ihould  the  Lords, 

*  the  Commons,  and  the  People  of  England  en- 
"  trench  themfelves  behind  parchment  up  to  the 

*  teeth,  the  fword  will  find  a  paflage  to  the  vitals  of 
"  the  conftitution."  Ail  the  difputed  articles  of  the 
bill  being  fuftained  on  the  fhoulders  of  a  great  ma- 
jority, it  was  conveyed  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  where 
it  excited  another  violent  sonteft.    Upon  the  quef- 

~tion 
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^oo  Ktion  whether  officers  on  half  pay  had  not  been  fub- 
IIL     jedl  to  martial  law,  the  judges  were  confulted  and 
V-T^g]w  divided  in  their  fentiments.     The  Earl  of  Bath  de- 
clared his  opinion,  that  martial  law  did  not  extend 
to  reformed  officers :   and  opened  all  the  fluices  of 
his  ancient  eloquence.     He  admitted  a  cafe  which 
was  urged,  of  feven  officers  on  half-pay,  who,  being 
taken  in  adhial  rebellion  at  Prefton,    in   the   year 
1715,  had  been  executed  on  the  fpot  by  martial  law, 
in  confequence  of  the  King's  exprefs   order.     He 
candidly  owned,   that  he  himfelf  was  Secretary  at 
War  at  that  period ;  that  he  had  approved  of  this 
erder,   and  even  tranfmitted  it  to  General  Carpen- 
ter, who  commanded  at  Prefton ;  but  now  his  opi- 
nion was  entirely  changed.    He  obfervcd,  that  when 
the    forementioned  rebellion  firft    broke  out,    the 
Houfe  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  King,   defiling 
-*      his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  employ  all  half-pay 
officers,  and  gratify  them  with  whole  pay ;  and,  in- 
deed, all  fuch  officers  were  voted  on  whole  pay,  by 
the  Houfe  of   Commons.     They  were  afterwards 
apprifed  of  this  vote,   by  an  advertifement  in  the 
Gazette,  and  ordered  to  hold  themfelves  in  readi- 
nefs  to  repair  to  fuch  places  as  fhould  be  appointed ; 
and  finally  commanded  to  repair  by  fuch  a  day  to 
thofe  places,  on  pain  of  being  firuck  off  the  half- 
pay  lift.     Thefe  precautions  would  have  been  un- 
neceflary,  had  they  been  deemed  fubjedl  to  martial 
law ;  and  the  penalty  for  non-obedience  would  not 
have  been  merely  a  privation  of  their  peniions,  but 
they  would  have  fallen  under  the  punifhment  of 
death,  as  deferters  from  the  fervice.     His  Lordfhip 
diftinguifhed,    with  great  propriety  arid  precifion, 
between  a  ftep  which  had  been  precipitately  taken  in 
a  violent  crifis,  when  the  publick  was  heated  with 
apprehenfion    and  refentment,    and  a  folemn  law 
concerted  at  leifure,  during  the  mod  profound  tran- 
quillity.    Notwithstanding  the  fpirited  oppofition  of 
this  noblen^nj  and  fome  ^tterripts  to  infert  additional 
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clauies,  the  bill  having  undergone  a  few  inconfider-c  hap. 
able  amendments,    palled  By  a  very  confiderable      *• 
majority.  ^n^ 

\  X.  Immediately  ^fter  the  mutiny-bill  had  pafled 
the  Lower  Houfe,  another  fruitlefs  effort  was  made 
by  the  oppoiition.    The  danger  of  a  Handing  army, 
on  whofe  virtue    the  conftitution  of  Great-Britain 
feemed  to  depend,  did  not  fail  to  alarm  the  minds 
of  many  who  were  zealoufly  attached  to  the  liberties 
of  their  country,  and  gave  birth  to  a  fcheme,  which, 
if  executed,  would  have  enabled  the  legiflature  to 
eftablifh  a  militia  that  mud  have  anfwered  many 
national  purpofes,  and  a&ed  as  a  conftitutional  bul- 
wark againft  the  excefles  and  ambition  of  a  military 
Handing  force,   under  the   immediate  influence  of 
government.      The  fcheme  which  patyiotifm  con- 
ceived, was,  in  all  probability,  adopted  by  party.    A , 
bill  was  brought  in,  limiting  the  time  beyond  which 
no  foldier,  or  non-commiffioned  officer,  ihould  be 
compelled  to  continue  in  the   fervice.      Had  this 
limitation  taken  place,  fuch  a  rotation  of  foldiers 
would  have  enfued  among  the  common  people,  that 
in  a  few  years  every  peafant,  labourer,  and  inferior 
tradefman  in  the  kingdom  would  have  underftood 
the  exercife  of  arms :  and  perhaps  the  people  in  ge- 
neral would   have  concluded  that  a  {landing  army 
was  altogether  unnecefiary.    A  projeft  of  this  na- 
ture could  not,  for  obvious  reafons,  be  agreeable  to 
the  adminiftration,  and  therefore  the  bill  was  ren- 
dered abortive ;  for,  after  having  been  twice  read, 
it  was  poftponed  from  time  to  time,  till  the  Parlia- 
ment was  prorogued,    and  never  appeared  in   the 
fequel.    Such  were  the  chief  fubje&s  of  debate  be- 
tween the  miniftry  and  the  oppoiition,  compofed, 
as  we  have  already  obferved,    of  the  Princes  fer- 
vants  and  the  remains  of  the  country  party,  this  laft 
being  headed'  by  Lord  Strange,  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Derby,  and  Sir  Francis  Daihwood;    the  former,  a 
Aobleman  of  diftinguiihed  abilities,  keen,  penetra- 
ting, 
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Book  ting,  eloquent,  and  fkgacious ;  the  other  flunk,  fpi* 

^JJ*"     rited,  andfenfible. 
iZ4*.        $  ^'  **  mu^  ke  owned,  however,  for  the  ho* 
nour  of  the  miniftry,  that  if  they  carried  a  few  un- 
popular meafures  with  a  high  hand,  they  feemed 
earnestly  deiirous  of  making  amends  to  the  nation, 
by  promoting  divers  regulations  for  the  benefit  and 
improvement  of  cortimerce,    which    adually  took 
place  in  the  enfuihg  feffion  of  Parliament.     One  of 
'    the  principal  obje&s  of  this  nature  which  fell  under 
their  cognizance,  was  the  trade  to  the  coaft  Of  Guinea; 
a  very  important  branch  of  txaffick,  whether  conli- 
dered  as  a  market  for'Britifli  manufactures,  or  as 
the  fource  that  fupplied  the  Englifh  plantations  with 
negroes.      This  was    originally  monopolized    by  a 
joint-flock  company,  which  had  from  time  to  time 
derived  considerable  fums  frota  the  legislature,  for 
enabling  them  the  better  to  fujDport  certain  forts  or 
caftles  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to  facilitate,  the  com- 
merce and  prote6i  the  merchants.    In  the  fequel, 
however,  the  exclusive  privilege  having  teen  judged 
prejudicial  to  the  national  trade,  the  coaft  was  laid 
open  to  all  Britifh  fubje&s  indiscriminately,  on  con- 
dition of  their  paying  a  certain  duty  towards  defray- 
ing the  expence  of  the  fdrts  and  fa&ories.     This 
expedient  did  not  anfwer  the  purpofes  for  which  it 
had   been  contrived.     Tiie  feparate  traders,  inftead 
of  receiving  any  benefit  from  th6  protection  of  the 
company,  induftrioirfly  avoided  their  catties,  as  the 
receptacles  of  tyranny  and  oppreffion.    The  com- 
pany, whether  from  the  mifcondu&  or  knavery  of 
their  directors,  contra6ted  fi*ch  a  load  of  debt*  as 
their  flock  was  unable  tb  difchatge.    iThey  feemed 
to  negle<ft  the  traffick,  and  allowed  the  caftles  to 
decay.      In  a  word,  their  ctedit  being  exhausted, 
and  their  creditor*  growing  clamorous,  they  pre- 
,      fen  ted  a  petition  to  cta>  Houfe  of  Commons,  dif- 
dofing .  their  diftreflea,  and  imploring  fucfe  affiftance 
a*  ihould  enable  xhtttx-  not  ^oniy- 40  p&y  -th^k  debts, 
.  •  i  but 
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bnt  alfb  to  maintain  the  forts  in  a  deferable  condition,  chap. 
This  petition,  recommended  to  the  Houfe  in  a  met      L 
ftgfe  m>m  his  Majefly,  was  corroborated  by  aaoriier1^^^ 
in  behalf  of  the  company's  creditors.     Divers  mer- 
chants of  London,  interefted  in  the  trade  of  Africa 
and  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America,  petitioned 
the  Houfe,  that,  as  die  African  trade  was  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  the  nation,  and  could  not  be 
fupported  without  forts  and  fetdements,  fome  effec- 
tual means  fhould  be  fpeedily  taken  for  protecting 
and  extending  this  valuable  branch  of  commerce. 
A  fourth  was  offered  by  the  merchants  of  Liverpool, 
reprefenting  that  the  fecurity  and  prote&ion  of  the 
trade  to  Africa  muft  always  principally  depend  upon 
hi*  Majefty's  (hips  of  war  being  properly  ftationed 
on  that  coaft,  and  feafonably  relieved ;  and  that  fuch 
forts  and  fetdements  as  might  be  judged  neceflary 
for  marks  of  fovereignty  and  pofieffion,  would  prove 
a  nuifknee  and  a  burthen  to  the  trade,  fhould  they 
remain  in  the  hands  of  any  joint-ftock  company, 
whofe  private  intereft  always  had  been,    and  ever 
would  be,  found  incompatible  with  the  intereft  of 
the  feparate  and  open  trader.    They  therefore  prayed, 
that  the  (kid  forts  might  either  be  taken  into  his 
Majefty's  immediate  pofieffion,   and  fupported  by 
the  publick,  or  committed  to  the  merchants  trading 
on  tnat  coaft*  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  Houfe  fhould 
judge  expedient,  Without  vefting  in  them  any  other 
advantage,  or  right  to  the  commerce,  but  what  fhould 
be  common  to  all  hi*  Majfcfty^s  fubjedfo     Hiis 
remonftiUnce  was  fucceeded  by  another,  to  the  fame 
effed,   from  the  mafter,   wardens,    affifknts,    and 
commonalty  of  the  fociety  of  merchant  adventurers 
within  the  city  of  Briftol.    All  thefe  petitions  were 
referred  to  a  committee  appointed  to  deliberate  on 
this  fubjed ;  who  agreed  to  certain  refoludons,  im- 
plying, That  the  trade  to  Africa  fhould  be  free  and 
open  ;  That  the  Britifh  forts  and  fetdements  on  that 
coaft  ought  to  be  maintained,  and  put  under  proper 

direction j 
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loo  Kdire&ion  ;  aind,  That,  in  order  to  cany  on  the  Afri-< 
can  trade  in  the  moft  beneficial  manner  to  thefe 
kingdoms,  all  the  Britifh  fubjedts  trading  to  Afiica 
fhould  be  united  in  one  open  company,    without 
any  joint-ftock,  or  power  to  trade  as  a  corporation. 
A  bill  was  immediately  founded  on  thefe  resolutions, 
which  alarmed  the  company  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
they  had  recourfe  to  another  ^petition,  demonftrating 
their  right  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  exprefling 
their  reliance  on  the  juftice  of  thfc  Houfe,  that  they 
fliould  not  be  deprived  of  their  property  without  an 
adequate  confideration.     In  a  few'days  a  fecond  ad- 
drefs  was  offered  by  their  creditors,  complaining  of 
the  company's  mifmanagement,   promifing  to  fur- 
render  their  right,    as  the  wifdom  of    Parliament 
fhould  prefcribe  ;  praying  that  their  debts  might  be 
inquired  into  ;  and  that  the  equivalent  to  be  granted 
for  the  Company's  pofleflions  might  be  fecured  and 
applied,  in  the  firft  place,  for  their  benefit.     The 
Commons,  in  confequence  of  this  petition,  ordered 
the  Company  to  produce  a  lift  of  their  debts,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  their  charter,  and  two  remon- 
iirances,  which  their  creditors  had  prefented  to  them 
before  this  application  to  Parliament.     A  committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,   having  deliberated  on  thefe 
papers  and  petitions,   and  heard    the  company  by 
their  tounfel,    refolved  to  give  them  a  reafonable 
compenfatiQn  for  their  charter,  lands,  forts,  fetde- 
ments,  flaves,  and  effects,  to  be,  in  the  firft  place, 
applied  towards  the  payment  of  their  creditors.     A 
bill  being  formed  accordingly,  pafled  the  Commons, 
and  was  conveyed  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  where  a 
great  many  obje&ions  were  ftarted ;    and  for  the 
prefent  it  was  dropped,  until .  a  more  unexception- 
able plan  fhould  be  concerted.     In  the  mean  time 
their  Lordfhips    addrefied  his    Majefly,    That  the 
Lords  Comnriffioners  for  trade  and  plantations  might 
be  dire&ed  to  prepare  a  fcheme  on  this  fubjeft,  to 
be  laid  before  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  at  the  be- 
ginning 
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ginning  of  next  feffion :  That  inftant  orders  fhoulcf  c  hap. 
be  given  for  preferring  and  fecuring  the  forts  and      I# 
fettlements  on  the  coaft  of   Guinea  belonging  tov-^^/ 
Great-Britain ;  and,  That  proper  perfons  fhould  be 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  thofe 
forts,  as  well  as  of  the  military  ftores,  flaves,  and 
veflels  belonging  to  the  African  company,  fo  as  to 
make  a  faithfol  report  of  thefe  particulars,  wifh  all 
poffible  expedition. 

$  XII.  The  miniftry  having  profefied  an  inclina- 
tion,   and  indeed  fhown  a  difpofition,    to  promote 
and  extend  the  commerce  of   the  kingdom*,    the 
Commons  refolved  to  take  fome  fteps  for  encoura- 
ging the  white  fifhery  along  the  northern  coaft  of  the 
iflahd,  which  is  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  wealth  to 
our  induftrious  neighbours  the  Dutch,  who  employ- 
annually  a  great  number  of  hands  and  veflels  in  this 
branch  of  commerce.    The  feniible  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  people,  refle&ing  on  this  fubjetl,  plainly  fore- 
faw  that  a  fifhery.  under  due  regulations,  undertaken 
with  the  prote&ion  and  encouragement  of  the  legif- 
kture,  would  not  Only  prove  a  fund  of  national 
riches,  and  a  nurftiy  of  feameh ;  but  likewife,  in  a 
great  meafure,  prevent  any  future  infurre6lions  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  by'diffufing  a  fpiritof 
induftry  among  the  natives  of  that  country,  who' 
finding  it  in  their  power  to  become  independent,  on 
the  fruits  of  their  own  labour,  would  foon  infranchife 
themfelves  from  that  flavifh  attachment,  by  which 
they  had  been  fo  long  conne&ed  withtheir  landlords 
and  chieftains.     Accordingly,  a  committee  was  ap-' 
pointed  to  deliberate  on  the  ftate  of   the  Britifti 
fifhery  ;  and  upon  their  report  a  bill  was  founded  for 
encouraging  the  whale  fifhery  on  the  coaft  of  Spits- 
bergen^ by  a  bounty  of  forty  fhillings  per  ton  for 
every    fhip  equipped  for  that  undertaking.      The 
bill  having  made  its  way  through  both  Houfes,  and 
obtained  the  Royal  aflent,  the  merchants  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  particularly  in  North-Britain, 

began 
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j  o  oKtegftri  to-^uil4  and  fit  oat  ffcips  of  great  burthen, 
*J?jL,  ^nd  peculiar  ftru&ure,  for  the  purpofes  of  that 
J74«.  fifhery,  which  ever  ftnce  hath  been  carried  on  with 
equal. Yigour  and  fuccefs.  Divers  merchants  and 
traders  of  London  having  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  a  petition,  reprinting  the  benefits 
that  would  accrue  to.  the  community  from  a  herring 
and  cod  fifhery,  effebltfhtd  o$  prpper  principles, 
and  carried  on*  with  fkill  and  integrity,  this  remon- 
ftrance  was  referred  to  4  conjnjiitte?,.  upoij  whofe  re- 
folutions  a  bill  was  formed  \  but,  lpefore  this  could 
be  difcufled  in  the  Houfi?,  the  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued, and  of  coftfequenco  this  meafure  prove4 
abortive. 

§  XIII.  The  next  regulation  pjrQpofecJ  in  favour  of 
trade,  was  that  of  laying  open  th^e.  commerce  of 
HudfonVBay,  in  the  moft  northern  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, where  a  fin*ll  monQpoly  pwntained  a  few 
forts  and  fettlements,  a&4  prpfeitfted  a  very  advan- 
tageous fur-rtrade  with  th$  Jfldjiww  of  tha,t  continent. 
It  was  fuggeftcd*  that:  the  company  had  long  ago 
enriched  themfelve*  by.,  thek  exclusive  privilege ; 
that  they  employed  no  more  than  four  annual  fhips : 
that,  contrary  to  an  expreis  injyn$ion  in  their  charter 
they  difcouraged  all  attempt*  tQ  discover  a  north- 
weft  paflage  to  the  Eaft-Indiesj  that  they  dealt 
cruelly  and  perfidioufly  with  tb$  poor  Indians,  who 
never  traded  with  them,  except  when  compelled  by 
neceffity,  fo  that  the  beft  part  of  the  fur-trade  had 
devolved  to  the  enemies  of  Great-Briton ;  and  that 
their  exclufive  patent  rejiridted  to  very  narrow  limits 
a  branch  of  commerce,  which  might  be  cultivated 
to  a  prodigious  extent*  3d  well  as  to  the  infinite  ad- 
vantage of  Great-Britam*  Petitions*  that  the  trade 
of  HudfonVBay  might  be  laid  ppeix,  were  pre- 
fented to  the  Houfe  by  the  merchants  of  London, 
Great  Yarmouth,  and  '  Woiverhan&ptpn,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  deliberate  upon  this 
£ubje<St    On  the  other  hand*  the  comply  exerted 

themfelves 
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themfelves  in  petitions  and'  privata  applications "  fore  h  a  f. 
their  own  preservation.    The  Committee  examined      *• 
many  papers  and  records  ;  and  the  report  was  taken  "^jT^ 
into  conii deration  by    the  whole  Houfe.  .  Many 
evidences  were  interrogated,  and  elaborate  fpeeches 
made,  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion.     At  length  a 
majority  feerned  latisfied  that  the  traffick  on  the 
coaftof  HudfonVBay  could  not  be  preferved  with- 
out forts  and  fettlements,  which  muft  be  maintained 
either  by  an  exclufive  company,  or  at  the  publick 
expence;    and,    as  this  was  not  judged  a  proper 
junchire  to  encumber  the  nation  with  any  charge  of 
that  kind,  the  defign  of  difiblving  the  company  was 
laid  aiide  till  a  more  favourable  opportunity. 

§'XJV.  The  government  had  during  the  war, 
found- great  difficulty  in  preffing  mem  for  the  fervice 
of  the  navy— apnuilice,  which,  however  fan6Honed 
by  rieceffity,  i&  neverthelefs  a  flagrant'  encroachment 
on  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  and  a.  violfent ;  wtttage 
againft  the  cooftitution  of  Gre^tJBuritain.  The  nun 
niftry,  therefore,  had  employed  fome.  of  their  agents 
to  farm  a  fchenie '  foe  retaining  in  time  of  peace?, 
by  means  of  a  certain  allowance,  a  number  of  fea- 
men  who*  ihould  be  fegiftered  for  the  purpofe,  and 
be  ready  ta  mJn  a  fiquadron  upon  any  emergency. 
Such  a  plan,  propebly  regulated,  would  have  been 
a  great  advantage  to  commerce,  which  is  always 
diftreffed  by  the  practice  of  prefliag  feamen  ;  and 
it  the  feme  time,  a  great  fecurity  to  the  kingdom 
in  dangerous  conjunctures?,  when  it  may  be  neceflary 
to  equip  an  armatwht  at  a  minute's  warning.  Thie 
Houfe  of  Commons  being  moved  upon  this  fubj^d, 
agreed  to  divers  refplutions,  as  a  foundation  fortke 
bfli ;  but  the  members  in  the  opposition  afte&ing  to 
feprefent  this  meafure  in  an  odious  light,  as  an 
Mutation  o£  the  French  method,  of  rcgifibering  fea>- 
men  without  their  own  confent,  Mr.  Pelhasrdrop- 
ped  it,  as  An  unpopular  prey e6l. 

§XV. 
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Book.  §  XV.  Information  having  been  received,  that 
-  ni.  the  French  intended  to  fettle  the  neutral  iflands  of 
^^""St.  Lucia,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  the  nation  had  taken  the  alarm  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year ;  and  a  motion  was  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  addreis  his  Majefty, 
that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  directions 
for  laying  before  the  Houfe  copies  of  th^  inftru&ions 
given  to  the  governors  of  Barbadoes  for  ten  years 
laft  paft ,  fo  far  as  they  related  to  thefe  neutral  iflands : 
but  whethef  the  miniftry  was  confeious  of  a  neglect 
in  this  particular,  or  thought  fuch  inquiries  trenched 
upon  the  prerogative,  he  oppofed  the  motion  with 
all  his  might ;  and  after  fome  debate,  the  previous 
queftion  pafled  in  the  negative.  This  was  alfo  the 
fate  of  another  motion  made  by  the  Earl  of  E — t  for 
an  addrefs,  entreating  his  Majefty  would  fubmit  to 
the  infpedion  of  the  Houfe  all  the  propo&ls  of 
peace  that  had  been  made  by  the  French  King  fince 
'  the  year  which  preceded  the  laft  rebellion,  to  that 
in  which  the  definitive  treaty  was  concluded  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle.  This  they  propofed  as  a  previous  ftep 
to  the  Parliament's  forming  any  opinion  concerning 
the  utility  or  neceffity  of  the  peace  which  had  been 
eftablifhed.  Violent  debates  enfued,  in  which  the 
-oppofition  was  as  much  excelled  in  oratory  as  out- 
numbered in  votes.  Such  were  the  material  tranf- 
adtions  of  this  felfion,  which  in  the  month  of  June 
was  clofed  as  ufual  with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne ; 
in  which  his  Majefty  lignified  his  hope,  that  the 
Parliament,  at  their  next  meeting,  would  be  able 
to  perfedt  what  they  had  now  begun  for  advancing 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom.  He  like- 
wife  exprefied  his  iatisfaftion  at  feeing  publick  credit 
flouriih  at  the  end  of  an  expenfive  war;  and  recom- 
mended unanimity,  as  the  fureft  bulwark  of  national 
fecurity. 

$  XVI.  While  the  miniftry,  on  fome  occafions, 
exhibited  all  the  external  figns  of  moderation  and 

good 
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good  humour ;  they,  on  others,  manifefted  a  fpirit CHAP, 
of  jealoufy  and  refentment,  which  feems  to  have  *• 
been  childifh  and  illiberal.  Two  or  three  young  ^^^^ 
riotous  ftudents  at  Oxford,  trained  up  in  prejudice, 
and  heated  with  intemperance,  uttered  fome  expref- 
fions,  over  their  cups,  implying  their  attachment  to 
the  family  of  the  Fretender.  The  report  of  this  ' 
indifcretion  was  induftrioufly  circulated  by  certain 
worthlefs  individuals,  who,  having.no  reliance  on 
their  own  intrinfick  merit,  hoped  to  diftinguifh 
themfelves  as  die  tools  of  party,  and  to  obtain  favour 
with  the  miniftry  by  afting  as  volunteers  in  the  in- 
famous pra<Stice  of  information.  Though  neither 
the  rank,  age,  nor  connections  of  the  delinquents 
were  fuch  as  ought  to  have  attracted  the  notice  of 
the  publick,  the  Vice-chancellor,  heads  of  houfes 
and  pro<ftors  of  the  uinverfity,  knowing  the  invi- 
dious fcrutiny  to  which  their  conduit  was  fubje&ed, 
thought  proper  to  publifli  a  declaration,  Sonifying 
their  abhorrence  of  all  feditious  pra&ices,  their  de- 
termined  refolution  to  punifh  all  offenders  to  the 
utmoft  feverity  and  rigour  of  the  ftatutes ;  and  con* 
taining  peremptory  orders  for  the  regulation  of  the 
univerfity.  Notwithftanding  thefe  wife  and  falutary 
precautions,  the  three  boys,  who  in  the  heat  of  their 
intoxication,  had  drunk  the  Pretender's  health, 
were  taken  into  cuftody  by  a  mefienger  of  State  ; 
and  two  of  them  being  tried  in  the  court  of  King's 
Benchj  and  found  guilty,  were  fentenced  to  walk 
through  the  courts  of  Weftminfter,  with  a  fpecifica- 
tion  of  their  crime  fixed  to  their  foreheads ;'  to  pay 
a  fine  of  five  nobles  each ;  to  be  imprifoned  for  two 
yean,  and  find  fecurity  for  their  good  behaviour 
for  the  term  of  feven  yeare  after  their  enlargement. 
Many  people  thought  they  faw  the  proceedings  of 
the  ftar-chamber  revived  in  the  feverity  of  this 
punifhment.  The  adminiftration,  not  yet  fatisfied 
with  the  vengeance  which  had  been  taken  on  thefe 
three  ftriplings,  feemed  determined  to  ftigmatize 
vol,  m.  S  the 
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Boo  Kthe  univerfity  to  which  they  belonged.  The  cry  of 
•  i^l,  Jacobitifm  was  loudly  trumpeted  again  ft  the  whole 
1748.  community.  The  addrefs  of  the  univerfity,  congra- 
tulating his  Majefty  on  the  eftablilhment  of  the  peace 
was  rejected  with  difdain,  and  an  attempt  was  m%de 
to  fubje&  their  ftatutes  to  the  infpedtion  of  the 
Jung's  council ;  but  this  rule,  being  argued  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  was  difmifled,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  opinions  given  by  the  Judges.  Finally, 
the  fame  tribunal  granted  an  information  againft 
Dr.  Purnel,  the  Vice-Chancellor,  for  his  behaviour 
in  the  cafe  of  the  rioters  above-mentioned :  but  this 
was  countermanded  in  the  fequel,  his  conduit  ap- 
pearing unexceptionable  upon  a  more  cool  and  im- 
partial inquiry. 

$  XVII.  In  proportion  as  Oxford  declined,  her 
lifter  univerfity  rofe  in  the  favour  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  which  (he  at  this  period  cultivated  by  an  ex- 
traordinary mark  of  compliance  and  attachment. 
The  dignity  of  Chancellor,  of  the  univerfity  being 
vacated  by  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  the 
nation  in  general  feemed  to  think  it  would  naturally 
-devolve  upon  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  a  compliment 
at  all  times  due  to  that  rank ;  but  more  efpecially 
.to  the  then  heir  apparent,  who  had  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  the  virtues  of  a  patriot  and  a 
Prince.  He  had  even  pleafed  himfelf  with  the  hope 
of  receiving  this  mark  of  attachment  from  a  feminary 
for  which  he  entertained  a  particular  regard.  But 
the  ruling  members,  feeing  no  immediate  profpetf 
of  advantage  in  glorifying,  even  a  Prince,  who  was 
at  variance  with  the  miniftry,  wifely  turned  their 
eyes  upon  the  illuftrious  chara&er  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  whom  they  elected  without  oppofition, 
And  inftalled  with  great  magnificence ;  learning, 
poetry,  and  eloquence,  joining  their  efforts  in  ce- 
lebrating the  fhining  virtues  and  extraordinary  talents 
ef  their  new  patron. 

1  §  XVIII. 
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'  %  XVIII.  Although  oppofition  lay  gtfping  at  the  C  H  A  p. 
feet  of  power  in  the  Home  of  Commons,  die  people  .^J^, 
of  England  did  not  yet  implicitly  approve  all  the     ^y47f 
meafures  of  the  adminiftration ;  ana  the  dregs  of 
faction,  ftill  agitated  by  an  internal  ferment,  threw 
up  fome  ineffectual  bubbles  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom.     Some  of  thofe  who  made  no  fecret  of 
their  difaffe&ion  to  the  reigning  family  determined 
to  manifeft  their  refentment  and  contempt  of  cer- 
tain noblemen,  and  others,  who  were  {aid  to  have 
abandoned    their  antient  principles,    and  to  have 
facrificed  their  confeiences  to  their  intereft.     Many 
individuals,  animated  by  the  fumes  of  inebriation, 
now  loudly  extolled  that  caufe  which  they  durft  not 
avow  when  it  required  their  open  approbation  and 
affiftance;  and,  though  they  induftriouily  avoided 
expofing  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  chance  of 
war  in  promoting  their  favourite  intereft  when  there 
was  a  poffibility  of  fuccefs,  they  betrayed  no  appre- 
henfion  in  celebrating  the  memory  of  its  laft  efforts, 
araidft  the  tumult  of  a  riot,  and  the  clamours  of 
intemperance.    In  the  neighbourhood  of  Lichfield 
the  fportfmen  of  the  party  appeared  in  the  Highland 
tafte  of  variegated  drapery ;  and  their  zeal  defend- 
ing to  a  very  extraordinary  exhibition  of  practical 
ridicule,  they  hunted,  with  hounds  clothed  in  plaid, 
a  fox  drefled  in  a  red  uniform.    Even  the  females 
at  their  aflembly,  and  the  gentlemen  at  the  races, 
affedled  to  wear  the  checquered  fluff  by  which  the 
Prince  Pretender  and  his  followers  had  been  diftin- 
guifhed.    Divers  noblemen  on  the  courfe  were  in- 
fulted  as  apoftates ;   and  one  perfonage,    of   high 
rank,  is  laid  to  have  undergone  a  very  difagreeabl* 
flagellation. 

$XIX.  As  the  publick  generally  fuffers  at  the 
end  of  a  war,  by  the  fudden  difmiffion  of  a  great 
number  of  foldiers  and  feamen,  who  having  con- 
traded  a  habit  of  idlenefs,  and  finding  themfelves 
without  employment  and  the  means  of  Jubfiftancc, 
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Boo  Kengage  in  defperate  courfes,   and  prey   upon  die 
.  ni-     community,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  provide  an 
^^^JT^opefting,  through  which  thefe  unquiet  fpirits  might 
exhale  without  damage  to  the  commonwealth*    The 
moil  natural  was  that  of  encouraging  them  to  be- 
come  members  of  a  new  colony  in  North- America, 
which,    by   being    properly   regulated,   fupported, 
and  improved,  might  be  the  fource  of  great  advan- 
tages to  its  mother-country.     Many  difputes  had 
arifen  between  the  fubje&»  of  England  and  France, 
concerning  the  limits  of  Nova-Scotia,    which  no 
treaty  had  as  yet  properly  ascertained*    A  fort  had 
been  raifed,  and  a  fmall  garrifon  maintained,  by  the 
King  of  Great-Britain,  at  a  part  of  this  very  country, 
called  Annapolis-Royal,    to  over-awe  the  French 
neutrals  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood :  but  this  did 
not  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intended. 
Upon  every  rupture  or  difpute   between  the  two 
crowns,  thefe  planters,   forgetting  their  neutrality, 
intrigued  with  the  Indians,  communicated  intelli- 
gence to  their  own  countrymen,  fettled  at  St.  John's 
and  Cape  Breton,  and  did  all  the  ill  offices  their 
hatred  could  fuggeft  againft  the  colonies  and  fubje&s* 
of  Great-Britain.    A  fcheme  was  now  formed  for 
making  a  new  eftablifhment  cm  the  fame  peninfula, 
which  ihould  further  confirm  and  extend  the  pro- 
perty and  dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britab 
in  that  large  tra&  of  country,  clear  the  uncultivated 
grounds,  conftitute  communities,  diffufe  the  bene- 
fits of  population  and  agriculture,  and  improve  the 
fiftiery  of  that  coaft,  which  might  be  rendered  anew 
fburce  of  wealth  and  commerce  to  Old  England. 
The  particulars  of  the  plan  being  duly  cotifideied, 
it  was  laid  before  his  Majefty,  who  approved  of  the 
dafign,  and  referred  the  execution  of  it  to  the  board 
of  tifede  and  plantations,  over  which  the  Earl  of 
Halifax   prefided.     This    nobleman,    endued  by 
nature- with  an  excellent  capacity,  which  had  been 
diligently  and.  judicioufly  cultivated,  animated  with 

liberal 
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liberal  fentiments,  and  fired  with  an  eager fpirit  of c  hap* 
patriotifm,   adopted  the  plan  with  the  moft  gene*.       *• 
rous  ardour;  and  cherifhed  the  infant  colony  with    ,748. 
paternal    affection.      The   commiffioners  for  trade 
and    plantations  immediately  advertifed,  under  the 
fan<Stion  of  his  Mfcjefty's  authority,   That   proper 
encouragement  would    be   given  to    fuch  of   the 
officefs  and  private  men*  lately  difmified  from  the 
land  and  fed  fervice,  as  were  willing  to  fettle  with 
or  without  families,  in  the  province  of  Nova-Scotia  : 
That  the  fee-fimple,  or  perpetual  property,  of  fifty 
acres  of  land  (hould  be  granted  to  every  private 
foldicr  or  feaman,   free  from  the  payment  of  any  ■ 
quit-rents    or  taxes,    for  the  term  of  ten   years; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  no   perfon  (hould  pay 
more  than  one  fhilling  per  annum  for  every  fifty 
acres  fo  granted  :  That,  over  and  above  thefe  fifty,     . 
each  perfon  (hould  receive  a  grant  o£  ten  acres   for 
every  individual,    including  women  and   children, 
of  which  his  family  (hould  confift :  That  further 
grants  (hould  be  made  to  them  as  the  number  (hould 
increafe,  and  in  proportion  as  they  (hould  manifeft 
their  abilities' in  agriculture:    That  every  officer, 
under  the  rank  of  enfign  in  the  land-fervice,    or 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  (hould  be  gratified  with  four- 
fcore  acres  on  the  fame  conditions  :  That  two  hun- 
dred acres  (hould  be  beftowed  upon  enfigns,  three 
hundred  upon  lieutenants,  four  hundred  upon  capr 
tains,  and  fix  hundred  on  every  officer  above  that 
degree,  with  proportionable  confiderations  for  the 
number  and  iricreafe  of  every  family  r  That  the  lands 
(hould  be  parcelled  out  as  foon  as  poffible  after  the 
*mval   of   the  colonifts,    and  a>  civil  government 
eftabliffied ;  by  virtue  of  which  they  (hould  enjoy 
ail  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  Britifh  fubjects, 
with  proper    fecurity  and    prote6Uon :     That  the 
fetders,  with  their  families,  (hould  be  conveyed  to 
Nova-Scotia,    and    maintained   for  twelve  months 
after  their  arrival  at  the  expence  of  the  government ; 

which 
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BOO  K  which  ihould  alfo  fupply  them  with  arms  and  am- 
"|v munition,  as  far  as  mould  be  judged  neceflary  for 
1748.  their  defence,  with  proper  materials  and  utenfils  for 
clearing  and  cultivating  their  lands,  ere&ing  habi- 
tations, exerciiing  the  fifliery,  and  fuch  other  pur- 
pofes  as  fhould  be  judged  neceflary  for  their  fup- 
port. 

$  XX.  The  fcheme  was  fo  feafible,  and  the  en- 
couragement  fo  inviting,  that  in  a  little  time  about 
four  thoufand  adventurers,  with  their  families,  were 
entered,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  board  of 
trade,  who  in  the  beginning  of  May  fet  fail  from 
England,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Cornwallis, 
whom  the  King  had  appointed  their  governor,  and 
towards  the  latter  end  of  June  arrived  at  the  place 
of  their  deftination,  which  was  the  harbour  of  Che- 
buAou,  on  the  fea-coaft  of  the  peninfula,  about 
•midway  between  Cape  Canceau  and  Cape  Sable. 
It  is  one  of  the  moft  fecure  and  commodious  havens 
in  the  whole  world,  and  well  fituated  for  the  fifliery : 
yet  the  climate  is  cold,  the  foil  barren,  and  the 
whole  country  covered  with  woods  of  birch,  fir, 
pine,  and  fome  oak,  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  timber; 
out  at  the  fame  time  extremely  difficult  to  remove 
and  extirpate.  Governor  Cornwallis  no  fooner  ar- 
rived in  this  harbour  than  he  was  joined  by  two 
regiments  of  infantry  from  Cape  Breton,  and  "a 
company  of   rangers  from  Annapolis.      Then  he 

E itched  upon  a  fpot  for  the  fettlement,  and  employed 
is  people  in  clearing  the  ground  for  laying  the 
foundations  of  a  town ;  but  fome  inconveniences 
being  difcovered  in  this  fituation,  he  chofe  another 
to  the  northward,  hard  by  the  harbour,  on  an  eafy 
afcent,  commanding  a  profpedl  of  the  whole  penin- 
fula, and  well  fupplied  with  rivulets  of  frefh  and 
wholefome  water.  Here  he  began  to  build  a  town 
on  a  regulur  plan,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Hallifax,  in  honour  Of  the  nobleman  who  had  the 
greateft  (hare  in  founding  the  colony ;  and  before 

the 
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the  approach  of  winter  above  three  hundred  cotn-c  hap. 
fortable  wooden  houfes  were  built,  the  whole  fur-  ^J^^ 
rounded  by  a  ftrong  palifade.     This  colony,  how-    h1A%, 
ever,  has  by  no  means  anfwered  the  fanguine  ex- 
peditions of   the  proje&ofs ;    for   notwithftanding 
the  ardour  with  which  the  interefts  of  it  were  pro- 
moted by  its  noble  patron,  and  the  repeated  indul- 
gence it  has  reaped  from  the  bounty  of  the  legilla- 
ture,  the  inhabitants  have  made  little  or  no  progrefo 
in  agriculture:  the  fifhery  is  altogether  neglected, 
Vid  the  fettlement    entirely  fublilts  on  the    fuma 
expended  by  the  individuals  of  the  army  and  navy, 
whofe  duty  obliges  them  to  refide  in  this  part  of 
North- America. 

§  XXI.  The  eftablifhment  of   fuch  a  powerful 
colony  in  Nova-Scotia,  could  not  fail  givihg  um- 
brage to  the  French  in  that  neighbourhood,  who, 
though  they  did  not  think  proper  to  promulgate  their 
jealoufy  and  difguft,    neverthelefs  employed  'th&r 
emiflaries  clandestinely  in  ftimulating  and  exciting 
the  Indians  to  harafs  the  colcyiifts  with   hollilitietf, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhould  effe&ually  hinder  them 
from  extending  their  plantations,  and  perhaps  induce 
them  to  abandon  the  fettlement.     Not  was  this  the 
only  part  of  America  in  which  the  French  Court 
countenanced  fuch  perfidious  pra&ices.     More  than 
ever  convinced  of  the  importance  of  a  confiderable 
navy,  arid  an  extenfive  plantation  trade,  they  not . 
only  exerted  uncommon  induftry  in  re-eftablifhing 
their  marine,  which  had  fuffered  fo  feverely  during 
the  war ;  but  they  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  extend 
their  plantations,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  by  fettling  the 
neutral" iflands,  which  we  have  already  mentioned. 
In  the  begiuning  of  the  year  the  Governor  of  Bar- 
badoes,  having  received  intelligence  that  the  French 
had  begun  to  fettle  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  fent  Cap- 
tain Tyrrel  thither  in  a  frigate,  to  learn  the  parti- 
culars.     That  officer  found  above  three  hundred 
men  already  landed,  fecured  by  two  batteries  and 

two 
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BOOK  two  flups  of  war,  and  in  daily  expe&atikm  of  a  fttf- 
*}**     ther  reinforcement  from  the  Marquis  de  Caylus, 

^52^  Governor  of  Martinique ;  who  had  publifhed  an  or- 
donnance,  authoring  the  fubje&s  of  the  French 
King  to  fettle  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  and  promifing 
to  defend  them  from  the  attempts  of  all  their  ene- 
mies. This  atfurance  was  in  anfwer  to  a  proclaim* 
tion  ifiued  by  Mr,  Grertville,  Governor  of  Barba- 
does,  and  (luck  up  in  the  different  parts  of  the  ifland, 
commanding  all  the  inhabitants  to  remove,  in  thirty 
days,  on  pain  of  undergoing  military  execution* 
Captain  Tyrrel,  with  a  fpirit  that  became  a  Com- 
mander in  the  Britifh  navy,  gave  the  French  officers 
to  underftand,  that  his  Moft  Chriftian  M^jefty  had 
Ho  right  to  fetde  the  ifland,  which  was  declared  neu- 
tral by  treaties ;  and  that,  if  they  would  not  defift 
he  (hould  be  obliged  to  employ  force  in  driving 
them  from  their  new  fettlement.  Night  coming  on* 
and  Mr.  Tyrrel's  fhip  falling  to  leeward,  the  French 
Captains  feifed  that  opportunity  of  fading  to  Mar- 
tinique ;  and  next  day  the  Englifh  Commander  re- 
turned to  Barbadoes,  having  no  power  to  commit 
hoftilities.  Thefe  tidings,  with  a  copy  of  the  French 
governor's  ordonnance,  were  no.  fooner  tranfmitted 
to  the  miniflry  than  they  difpatched  a  courier  to  the 
Englifh  Envoy  at  Paris,  with  directions  to  make  re- 
prefentationS  to  the  Court  of  Verfailles  on  this  fub- 
je&4  The  miniflry  of  France,  knowing  they  were 
in  no  condition  to  fupport  the  confequences  of  an 
immediate  rupture,  and  underftanding  how  much 
the  merchants  and  people  of  Great-Britain  were 
alarmed  and  incenfed  at  their  attempts  to  pofleis 
thefe  iflands,  thought  proper  to  difown  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Marquis  de  Cay  1  us,  and  to  grant  the 
fatisfa&ion  that  was  demanded,  by  fending  him  or- 
ders to  difcontinue  the  fettlement,  and  evacuate  the 
ifland  of  Tobago.  At  the  fame  time,  however,  that 
the  Court  of  Verfailles  made  this  facrifice  for  the 
fatififadtioi)  of  England,  the  Marquis  de,  Puyfieux, 

the 
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the  Stanch  minifter,  obferved  to  tfce  Englifh  refi-CH  a  p. 
dent,  that  France  was  undoubtedly  in  pofleffion  of      L 
that  ifland  towards  the  middle  of  the  laft  century.  K~^£*J 
He  ought  in  candour  to  have  added,  that  although 
Louis   XIV.  made  a  conqueft  of  this  iiland  from 
the  Hollanders,  during  his  war  with  that  Republick, 
it  was  reftored  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen ; 
and  fince  that  time  France  could  not  have  the  leaft 
fhadow  of  a  claim  to  number  it  among  her  fettle* 
ments.     It  was  before  this  anfwer  could  be  obtained 
from    the  Court  of  Verfailks  that  the  motion,  of 
which  we  have  already  taken  notice,  was  made  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  relating  to  the  fizbje&  of  the 
neutral  iflands ;  a  motion  difcouraged  by  the  Court, 
and.  defeated  by  the  majority. 

^  XXII.  The  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  was  cete~ 
bratqd  by  fire-works,  illuminations,  and  rejoicings, 
in  which  the  Englifti,  French,  and  Dutch  feemed  to 
difplay  a  fpirit  of  emulation,  in  point  of  tafte  and 
magnificence;  and,  in  all  probability,  thefe  three 
Powers  were  fincerely  pleafed  at  the  ceflation  of  the , 
war.  England  enjoyed  a  refpite  from  intolerable 
{applies,,  exorbitant  insurance,  and  interrupted  com- 
merce  :  Holland  was  delivered  from  the  brink  of  a 
French  invaiion ;  and  France  had  obtained  a  breath* 
kig  time  for  re-eftablifhing  her  naval  power,  for 
exerting  that  fpirit  of  intrigue,  by  dint  of  which  fhe 
hath  often  embroiled  her  neighbours,  and  for  exe- 
cuting plans  of  infenfible  encroachment,  which  might 
prove  more  advantageous  than  the  progrefs  of  open 
nobilities.  In  the  affair  of  Tobago  the  French  King 
bad  manifefted  his  inclination  to  avoid  immediate 
difputes  with  England ;  and  had  exhibited  another 
proof  of  the  fame  difpoiition  in  his  behaviour  to  the 
Prince-Pretender,  who  had  excited  fuch  a  dangerous 
rebellion  in  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain. 

^  XXIII.  Among  thofe  Princes  and  Powers  who 
excepted  againft  different  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  fore- 

feeing 
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Boo  Kfceing  that  none  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  would  re- 
*J**V.  ctivt  his  proteft,  employed  his  agents  to  fix  it  up  in 
17ty:    the  publick  places  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  ;  a  precaution 
of  very  little  fervice  to  his  caufe,  which  all  the  States 
of  Chriftendoqt  feemed  now  to  have  abandoned.    So 
little  was  thejhtereft  of  his  family  confidered  in  this 
negociation/   that  the  contra&ing  Powers  agreed, 
without  referve,   to  a  literal  infertion  of  the  fifth 
articlcrdf  the  quadruple  alliance;  by  which  it  was 
ftipulated,  tliat  neither  the  Pretender  nor  any  of  his 
defcendants  fhould  be  allowed  to  refide  within  the 
territories  belonging  to  any  of  the  fubfcribing  par- 
ties.     At  the  fame  time  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
France  promifed  to  thofe  of   Great-Britain,    that 
Prince    Charles-Edward    fhould    be     immediately 
obliged  to  quit  the  dominions  of  his  Moft  Chrii- 
tian  Majefiy.     Notice  of   this  agreement  was  ac- 
cordingly given  by  the  Court  of  Verfailles  to  the 
young  Adventurer  ;  and  as  he  had  declared  he  would 
never  return  to  Italy,  Monf.  de  Courteille,  the  French 
Envoy  to  the  Cantons  of  Switzerland,  was  dire&ed 
by  his  Sovereign  to  demand  an  afylum  for  Prince 
Edward  in  the  city  of  Fribourg.     The  Regency 
having  complied  in  this  particular  with  the  earneft 
requeft  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majeftyy  Mr.  Barnaby, 
the  Britifti  minifter  to  the  Helvetick  Body,    took 
the  alarm,  and  prefented  the  Magifttaty  of  Fribourg 
with  a  remonftrance,  couched  in  fuch  terms  as  gave 
offence  to  that  Regency,  and  drew  upon  him  a  fevere 
anfwer.     In  vain  had  the  French  King  exerted  his 
influence  in  procuring  this  retreat  for  the  young  Pre- 
tender, who,  being  prefled  with  repeated  mefiages 
to  withdraw,  perfifted  in  refilling  to  quit  the  place, 
to  which  he  had  been  fo  cordially  invited  by  his 
coufin  the  King  of  France;  and  where  he  faid  that 
Monarch  had  folemnly  promifed,  on  the  word  of  a 
King,  that  he  would  never  forfake  him  in  his  dif- 
trefs,  nor  abandon  the  interefts  of  his  family.     Louis 
•    was  not  a  little  perplexed  at  this  obftinacy  of  Prince 
.«  Edward, 
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Edward,  which  was  the  more  vexatious,   as  thatCHAP. 
youth  appeared  to  be  the  darling  of  the  Parifians ;  ^*\* 
who  not  only  admired  him  for  his  own  accomplifh-    174l# 
ments,   and  pitied  him  for  his  fufferings,   but  alfo 
revered  him,   as  a  young  hero  lineally  defcended 
from  their  renowned  Henry  the  Fourth.     At  length, 
the  two-Englifh  noblemen  arriving  at  Paris,  as  hof- 
tages  for  the  performance  of  the  treaty,  and  feeing 
him  appear  at  all  publick  places  of  diverfion,  com- 
plained of  this  circumftance,   as  an  infult  to  their 
Sovereign,    and  an  infringement  of  the  treaty  fo 
lately  concluded.    *tht  French  King,  after  fome  He- 
fitation  between  punctilio  and  convenience,  refolved 
to  employ  violence  upon  the  perfon  of  this  trouble- 
fome  flranger,  fince  milder  remonftrances  had  not 
been  able  to  influence  his  conduft :  but  this  refolu- 
tion  was  not  taken  till  the  return  of  a  courier  whom 
he  difpatched  to  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George ;  who 
being  thus  informed  of  his  fon's  deportment,  wrote 
a  letter  to  him,  laying  ftrong  injunftions  upon  him, 
to  yield  to  the  neceffity  of  the  times,  and  acquiefce 
with  a  good  grace  in  the  ftipulatlons  which  his  coufin 
of  France  had  found  it  neceflary  to  fubfcribe,  for 
the  intereft  of:  his  realm.     Edward,  far  from  com- 
plying with  this  advice  and  injundtion,  'fignified  his 
resolution  to  remain  in  Paris ;   and  even  declared, 
that  he  would  piftol  any  man  who  Ihould  prefume  to 
lay  violent  hands  on  his  perfon.     lit  confequence  of 
this  bold  declaration,  an  extraordinary  council  was 
held  at  Verfailles,  when  it  was  determined  to  arreft 
him  without  further  delay,  and  the  whole  plan  of 
this    enterprize   was  finally  adjufted.      That  fame 
evening,   the  Prince  entering  the  narrow  lane  that 
leads  to  the  Opera,  the  barrier  was  immediately  (hut, 
and  the  ferjeant  of  the  guard  called,  "To  arms;" 
on  which  Monfieur  de  Vaudreuil,   exempt  of  the 
Ftench  guards,  advancing  to  Edward,  "  Prince,  (faid 
"  he,)  I  arreft  you  in  the  King's  name,  by  virtue  of 
"  this  order.1'    At  that  inftant  the  youth  was  fur- 

rounded 
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Boo  K  rounded  by  four  grenadiers,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
ni*     mifchief  he  might  have  done  with  a  cafe  of  pocket- 

^^T^piftols  which  he  always  carried  about  him ;  and  a 
guard  was  placed  at  all  the  avenues  and  doors  of  the 
Opera-houle,  left  any  tumult  ihould  have  enfaed 
among  the  populace.  Thefe  precautions  being 
taken,  VaudreuiL,  with  an  efcort*  conduced  the 
prifoner  through  the  garden  of  the  Palais-Royal  to 
a  houfe  where  the  Duke  de  Bkon  waited  with  a 
coach  and  fix  to  convey  him  to  the  caftle  of  Vin- 
cenncs,  whither  he  Was  immediately  accompanied  by 
a  detachment  from  the  regiment  of  French  guards, 
under  the  command  of  that  nobleman.  He  had  not 
'remained  above  three  days  if*  his*  confinement  when 
he  gave  the  French  miiuftry  to  underftand,  that  he 
would  conform  himfelf  to  the  King's  intentions; 
and  was  immediately  enlarged,  upon  giving  his  word 
and  honour  that  he  would,  without  delay,  retire  from 
the  dominions  of  France*  Accordingly,  be  fet  out 
in  four  days  from  Fontainebleau,  attended  by  three 
officers,  who  conduced  him  as  far  as  Pont-Bauvo- 
fin  on  the  frontiers,  where  they  took  their  leave  of 
him,  and  returned  to  Verfailles.  He  proceeded  for 
fome  time  in  the  road  to  Chambern ;  but  foon  re- 
turned into  the  French  dominions,  and,  paffing 
through  Dauphine,  repaired  to  Avignon,  where  he 
was  received  with  extraordinary  honours  by  the 
-  Pope's  legate,  ^n  the  mean  time,  his  arreft  excited 
great  murmurings  at  Paris ;  the  inhabitants  blaming, 
without  fcruple,  their  King's  conduft  in  this  inftance, 
as  a  fcandalous  breach  of  hofpitality,  as  well  as  a 
meaa  proof  of  condefcenfion  to  the  King  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  many  fevere  pasquinades,  relating  to  this 
tranfa&ion,  were  fixed  up  in  the  moft  publick  places 
of  that  metropolis. 

§  XXIV.  Although  peace  was  now  re-eftabliflied 
among  the  principal  Powers  of  the  Continent,  yet 
another  ftorm  feemed  ready  to  buift  upon  the 
northern  parts  of  Europe,  in  a  firefh  rupture  between 
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Ruffia  and  Sweden.    Whether  the  Czarina  had  ac- 
tually obtained  information  that  the  French  fa&ion 
meditated  fome  revolution  of  government  at  Stock-  ^^J 
holm,  or  ihe  wanted  a  pretence  for  annexing  Fin* 
land  to  her  empire ;  certain  it  is,  ihe  afFe&ed  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  Prince-fucceflbr  of  Sweden  waited 
only  for  the  deceafe  of  the  reigning  King,  who  was 
very  old  and  infirm,  to  change  the  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  refume  that  abfolute  authority  which  fome 
of  the  Monarchs,  his  predecefibrs,  had  enjoyed.    She 
feemed  to  think  that  a  Prince  thus  veiled  with  arbi- 
trary power,  and  guided  by  the  councils  of  France 
and  Pruffia,  with  which  Sweden  had  lately  engaged 
in  clofe  alliance,  might  become  a  very  troublefome 
and  dangerous  neighbour  to  her  in  the  Baltick: 
Ihe,    therefore,   recruited  her  armies,   repaired  her 
fortifications,  filled  her  magazines,  ordered  a  ftrong 
body  of  troops  to  advance  towards  the  frontiers  of 
Finland,  and  declared  in  plain  terms  to  the  Court  of 
Stockholm,  That  if  any  ilep  ihould  be  taken  to  alter 
the  government,  which  ihe  had  bound  herfelf  by 
treaty  to  maintain,  her  troops  ihould  enter  the  ter- 
ritory of  Sweden,  and  ihe  would  aft  up  to  the  fpirit 
of  her  engagements.   The  Swediih  miniftry,  alarmed 
at  thefe  peremptory  proceedings,   had  recourfe  to 
their  allies ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,   made  repeated 
declarations  to  the  Court  of  Peteriburgh,  That  there 
was  no  defign  to  make  the  leaft  innovation  in  the 
nature  of  their  eftabliihed  government ;  but  little  or 
no  regard  being  paid  to  thefe  reprefentations,  they 
began  to  put  the  kingdom  in  a  pofture  of  defence ; 
and  the  old  King  gave  the  Czarina  to  underftand, 
That  if,  notwithstanding  the  fatisfa&ion  he  had  of- 
fered,  her  forces  ihould  pafs  the  frontiers  of  Finland, 
he  would  confider  their  march  as  an  hoftile  invalion, 
and  employ  the  means  which  God  had  put  in  his 
power  for  the  defence  of  his  dominions. 

§  XXV.  This  declaration,  in  all  probability,  did 
not  produce  fuch  effect  as  the  interposition  of  his 
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Kpmffiari  Majefly,  the  moft  enterprifing  Prince  of 
his  time,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
land  of  the  beft  troops  that  Germany  ever  trained. 
Perhaps  ^e  was  not  forty  that  the  Emprefs  of  Muf- 
covy  furniihed  him  with  a  plaufible  pretence  for 
maintaining  fuch  a  formidable  army,  after  the  peace 
of  Europe  had  been  afcertained  by  a  formal  treat}-, 
and  all  the  furrounding  States  had  diminiihed  the 
number  of  their  forces.  He  now  wrote  a  letter  to 
his  uncle  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  complaining  of 
the  infults  and  menaces  which  had  been  offered  by 
the  Czarina  to  Sweden;  declaring,  that  he  was  bound 
by  a  defenfive  alliance,  to  which  France  had  acceded, 
to  defend  the  government  at  prefent  eftabliffied  in 
Sweden  ;  and  that  he  would  ijot  fit  ftill,  and  tamely 
fee  that  kingdom  attacked  by  any  power  whatfoever, 
without  a6ting  up  to  his  engagements  :  he  therefore 
entreated  his  Britannick  Majefty  to  interpofe  his 
good  offices,  in  conjun&ion  with  France  and  him, 
to  compromise  the  difputes  which  threatened  to  em- 
broil the  northern  parts  of  Europe.  By  this  time 
the  Ruffian  army  had  approached  the  frontiers  of 
Finland :  the  Swedes  had  aflembled  their  troops,  re- 
plenifhed  their  magazines,  and  repaired  the  marine; 
and  the  King  of  Denmark,  jealous  of  the  Czarina's 
defigns  with  regard  to  the  duchy  of  Slefwick,  which 
was  contested  with  him  by  the  Prince-fucceflbr  of 
Ruffia,  kept  his  army  and  navy  on  the  moft  re* 
fpe6table  footing.  At  this  critical  jun&ure  the 
Courts  of  London,  Verfailles,  and  Berlin  co-operated 
fo  effectually  by  remonftrances  and  declarations  at 
Peterfburgli  and  Stockholm,  that  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia  thought  proper  to  own  herfelf  fatisfied,  and 
all  thofe  clouds  of  trouble  were  immediately  dif- 
perfed.  Yet,  in  all  probability,  her  real  aim  was 
difappointed;  and,  however  fhe  might  diffemble  her 
fentiments,  fhe  never  heartily  forgave  the  King  of 
Pruffia  for  the  fhare  he  had  in  this  tranfa&ion.  That 
Monarch,  without  rdax'mg  in  his  attention  to  the 
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fupport  of  a  very  formidable  military  power,  exerted  c  H  ap. 
very  extraordinary  endeavours  in  cultivating  the  civil      *• 
interefts  of  his  country.    He  reformed  the  laws  of v"^Jf^/ 
Brandenbiirgh,    and  refcued  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  from  the  frauds  of  chicanery.     He  encou- 
raged the  arts  of  agriculture  and  manufacture ;  and 
even  laid  the  foundation  of  naval  commerce,    by 
eftablifhing  an  Eaft-India  company  in  the  port  of 
Embden. 

$  XXVI.  Nor  did  the  French  miniftry  negle£  • 
any  meafure  that  might  contribute  to  repair  the  da- 
mage which  the  kingdom  had  fuftained  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war.  One  half  of  the  army  was  difbanded ; 
the  fevere  oppofition  of  the  tenth  penny  was  fuf- 
pended  by  the  King's  edi<St :  a  fcheme  of  ceconomy 
was  propofed,  with  refpe6t  to  the  finances  ;  and  the 
utmoft  diligence  ufed  in  procuring  materials,  as  well 
as  workmen,  for  fhip-buiWing,  that  the  navy  of 
France  might  fpeedily  retrieve  its  former  impor- 
tance. In  the  midft  of  thefe  truly  patriqtick  * 
fchemes,  the  Court  of  Verfailles  betrayed  a  littlenefs 
of  genius,  and  fpirit  of  tyranny,  joined  to  fana- 
ticitai,  in  quarrelling  with  their  Parliament  about 
tiiperftitious  forms  of  religion.  The  facraments  had 
been  denied  to  a  certain  perfon  on  his  death  bed; 
becaufe  he  refufed  to  fubicribe  to  the  bull  Unige- 
nitus.  The  Nephew  of  the  defundl  preferred  a  com- 
plaint to  the  Parliament,  whofe  province  it  was  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  affair ;  a  deputation  of  that  ■ 
body  attended  the  King  with  the  report  of  the  refo- 
lutions;  and  his  Majefty  commanded  them  to  fufpend 
all  proceedings  relating  to  a  matter  of  fuch  confe- 
qucjice,  concerning  which  he  would  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fignifyring  his  Royal  pleafure.  This  inter- 
pofition  was  the  fource  of  difputes  between  the  . 
Crown  and  Parliament,  which  had  like  to  have  filled 
the  whole  kingdom  with  inteftine  troubles. 

§  XXVII.    At  Vienna  the  Emprefs-Queen  was 
not  more  follicitous  in  promoting  the  trade  and  in- 
terna! 
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Boo  Kternal  manufactures  of  her  dominions,  by  fumptmry 
^/"•regulations,   neceflary  reftri<ftions  on  foreign  fuper- 
t?Alm    fluities,  by  opening  her  ports  in  the  Adriatick,  and 
.    giving  proper  encouragement  to  commerce,  than  flie 
was  careful  and  provident  in  reforming  the  ceconomy 
of  her  finances,  maintaining  a  refpeciable  body  of 
forces,  and  guarding,  by  derenfive  alliances,  againft 
the  enterprizes  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty,   on  whofe 
military  power  fhe  looked  with  jealoirfy  and  diftruft. 
In  Holland,  all  the  authority  and  influence  of  the 
Stadtholder  were  fbarcely  fufficient  to  allay  the  fer- 
ments excited  among  the  people,  by  the  provilional 
taxation  which  had  fucceeded  the  abolition  of  the 
pachters,  and  was  indeed  very  grievous  to  the  fub- 
jedh     As  this  was  no  more  than  a  temporary  expe- 
dient, the  Prince  of  Orange  propofed  a  more  eqtri- 
%  table  plan,  which  was  approved  by  the  States,  and 

eftablifhed  with  great  difficulty.  In  Italy  the  fyftem 
df  politicks  feemed  to  change  its  complexion.  The 
King  of  Sardinia  effected  a  match  between  one  of 
the  Infantas  of  Spain  and  the  Prince  of  Piedmont; 
and  whether  irritated  by  the  conduft  of  the  Auftrians 
in  the  laft  war,  or  apprehenfive  of  foch  a  powerful 
neighbour  in  the  Milanefe,  he  engaged  with  the 
Kings  of  France  and  Spain  in  a  defenfive  alliance, 
comprehending  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  the 
Republick  of  Genoa,  and  the  Dukes  of  Modena  and 
Parma.  His  Moft  Catholick  Majefty,  fincerely  dif- 
pofed  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  and  encourage 
every  mcafure  that  could  contribute  to  the  advantage 
of  his  country,  was  no  fooner  releafed  from  the  em- 
barraflments  of  war,  than  he  began  to  execute  plans 
of  internal  oecoriomy ;  to  reduce  unnecefikry  pen- 
fions,  difcharge  the  debts  cpntra&ed  in  the  war,  re- 
pleniih  his  arfenals,  augment  his  navy,  promote 
manufa<ftures,  and  encourage  an  a6bve  commerce 
by  fea,  the  benefits  of  which  the  kingdom  of  Spain 
had  not  known  fince  the  firft  difcovery  and  conqueft 
of  the  Weft- Indies. 

6  §  XXVIII. 
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$  XXVIIL  The  preparations  for  refitting  andq ha P^ 
increafing  the  .navy  o£  Spain  were  carried  on  with      L 
iucj*:  extraordinary  vigour,  that  other  nations  bdiev-v"rf][J^l/- 
ed  an  expedition  was  intended  againft  the  corfairs  of 
Algiers  wno  had  for  fome  time  grievoufly  infefted 
the  *tr^  and  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean.    The 
existence  of .  this  and  other  predatory  republickj, 
wft${i -entirely  JTubfift  upon  piracy  and  rapine,  petty 
Stamps,  of  .b*rtattoii$  ruffians,  maintained,  as  it  were, 
in- the  ipidft  of  powerful  nations,  which  they  infult 
with  impunity,   and  of  which  they  even  exalt  an 
annual  contribution,   is  a  flagrant  reproach   upon 
Chriftendom;  a  reproach  the  greater,  as  it  is  founded 
upon  a  low,  felfifh,  illiberal  maxim  of  policy.     All 
the  Powers  that  border  on  the  Mediterranean,  ex- 
cept France  and  Tufcany,  are  at  perpetual  war  with, 
the,  .Moors  of  Barbary,  and  for  that  reafon  obliged 
to  employ  foreign  ihips  for  the  tranfportation  of  their 
merchandife.     This  employment  naturally  devolves 
to  thofe  nations,  whofe  vefiels  are  in  no  danger  from 
the  depredations  of  the  barbarians;  namely,  the  iiib- 
je<Sb  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  who,  for  this  puny 
advantage,  not  only  tolerate  the  piratical  States  of 
Barbary,   but  even  fupply  them  with  arms  and  am- 
munition,   follicit  their  .pafies,    and  purchafe  their 
forbearance  with  annual  prefents,  which  are,   in  ef- 
fect, equivalent  to  a  tribute:  whereas,  by  one  vigor- 
ous exertion  of  their  power,  they  might  deftroy  all 
their  ihips,  lay  their  towns  in  aihes,  and  totally  ex- 
tirpate thofe  pernicious  broods  of  defperate  banditti. 
Even  ail  the  condefeenfion  of  thofe  who  difgrace 
themfclves  with  the  title  of  allies  to  thefe  milcreants 
is  not  always  fufficient  to  reftrain  them  from  ads  of 
cruelty  aad  rapine.   At  this  very  period  four  cruifers 
from  .Algiers,  m^de  a  capture,  of  an  Englifh  packet- 
bc*t*  ia  her  .voyage  from  Liibon,  and  conveyed  her 
to  their;  city,  where  fhe  was  plundered  of  money 
aitfleflfc<Sto  tp  the  amount. of  one  hundred  tbqufand 
pewnd^,  and  afterwards  difmifled.     In  confequence 
"*ol,  in.  .T  of 
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S  a  0  Kof  this  outrage,  Commodore  Keppel  was  fent  with 
"|-     feven  fhips  of  war  to  demand  fatisfadion,  as  well  as 
174*.    to  compromife  certain  differences  which  had  arifen 
on  account  bf  arrears  claimed  of  the  Englifh  by  the 
Dey  of   Algiers.     The  Muflulman  frankly  owned, 
that  the  money  having  been  divided  among  the  cap- 
tors could  not  poffibly  be  refunded.  v  The  Com- 
modore returned  to  Gibraltar;  and,  in  the  fequel, 
an  Algerine  Ambaflador  arrived  in  London,  with 
fome  prefents  of  wild  beads  for  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty.     This  tranfaition  was  fucceeded  by  another 
injurious  affront  offered  by  the  Governor  or  Alcayde 
of  Tetuan  to  Mr.  Latton,  an  Englifh  Ambaflador, 
fent  thither  to  redeem  the  Britifh  fubje6te,  who  had 
.  been  many  years  enflaved  in  the  dominions  of  the 
King  of  Morocco.     A  revolution  having  lately  hap- 
pened in  this  empire,  Muley  Abdallah,  the  reigning 
ruffian,  infilled  upon  the  Ambafiador's  paying  a  pre- 
tended balance  for  the  ranfom  of  the  captives,  as 
well  as  depofiting  a  confiderable  fum,  which  had  al- 
ready been  paid  to  a  deceafed  Bafhaw;   alledging, 
that  as  he  (the  Emperor)  received  no  part  of  it,  the 
payment  was  illegal.     Mr.  Latton  refilling  to  com- 
ply with  this  arbitrary  demand,  his  hdufe  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  detachment  of  foldiers,  who  violently 
dragged  his  fecretary  from  his  prefence,   and  threw 
him  into  a  difmal  fubterranean  dungeon,  where  he 
continued  twenty  days.     The  Englifh  {laves,  to  the 
number  of  twenty-feven,    were  condemned  to  the 
lame  fate :   the  Ambaflador  himfelf  was  degraded 
from  his  chara<9er,>  deprived  of  his  allowance,  and 
fequeftered  from  all  communication.     All  die  letters 
directed  to  him  were  intercepted,  and  interpreted  to 
the  Alcayde  :  two  negroe  porters  were  entrufted  with 
-    the  keys  of  all  his  apartments,  and  a  couple  of  fol- 
diers polled  at  his  chamber-door :  nay,  this  Moorifb 
Governor  threatened  to  load  him  with  irons,  and  vio- 
lently feized  part  of  the  prefent  defigned  by  his 
Britannick  Majefty  for  the  Emperor.    At  lengthy 

finding 
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finding  that  neither  Mr.  Latton  nor  the  Governor  ofCH  A  p. 
Gibraltar,  to  whom  he  had  written,  would  depofit      ^"^ 
the  money,  without  frefti  inftitutions  from  the  Court    x74^ 
of  London,  the  barbarian  thought  proper  to  relax 
in  his  feverity :  the  pnfoners  were  enlarged,   the  re 
ftridtions  removed  from  the  perfon  of  the  Ambafia- 
dor,  and,  after  all  thefe  indignities  offered  to  the 
honour  of  the  Britiih  nation,  the  balance*  was  paid, 
and  the  affair  quietly  adjufted. 

^  XXIX.  Britain,  in  the  meanwhile,  was  altoge- 
ther barren  of  events  which  might  deferve  a  place 
in  a  general  hiftory.  Commerce  and  manafafture 
flourished  again,  to  tuch  a  degree  of  increafe  as  had 
never  been  known  in  the  ifland  :  but  this  advantage 
was  attended  with  an  irrefiftible  tide  of  luxury  and 
excefs,  which  flowed  through  all  degrees  of  the 
people,  breaking  down  all  the  mounds  of  civil 
policy,  and  opening  a  way  for  licence  and  immo- 
rality. The  highways  were  infefted  with  rapine  and  , 
aflaffination ;  the  cities  teemed  with  the  brutal  vota- 
ries of  lewdnefs,  intemperance,  and  profligacy* 
The  whole  land  was  overipread  with  a  fucceffion  of 
tumult,  riot,  and  tnfurrection,  excited  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  by  the  erection  of  new  turn- 
pikes, which  the  legiflature  judged  necefiary  for  .the 
convenience  of  inland  carriage.  In  order  to  quell 
thefe  difturbances,  recourfe  was  had  to  the  military 
power ;  feveral  individuals  were  flain,  and  fome  were 
executed  as  examples. 

$  XXX.  In  the  month  of  November  the  feffion 
of  Parliament  was  opened  with  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  which  his  Majefty  exprefled  a  particular 
pleafure  in  meeting  them  at  a  time  when  the  perfect 
ie*eftabltihment  of  a  general  peace  had  restored  to 
his  people  the  bleffings  of  quiet  and  tranquillity. 
He  laid,  the  good  effects  of  thefe  already  appeared 
in  the  flourishing  condition  of  national  commerce, 
and  in  the  rife  of  publick  credit,  which  were  the  foun- 
dations of  ftrength  and  profperity  to  thefe  kingdoms* 
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Boo  kHc  declared,  That,  during  the  fummer,  he  had 
■  if*",  ufed  every  opportunity  of  cementing  and  fecuring 
t74g#  the  peace;  Tnat  it  was  his  firm  resolution  to  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  for  the  preservation  of  it, 
and  religioufly  adhere  to  the  engagements  into 
which  he  had  Entered.  Finally,  he  took  notice  of 
the  good  difpofition  he  had  found  in  the  other  can- 
trailing  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Ghapelle  to 
cherifh  the  publick  tranquillity  of  Europe ;  and  he 
earneftly  recommended  to  the  twoHoufes  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  ftrong  naval  power,  as  the  bulwark  of  na- 
tional fecurity. 

$  XXXI.  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
firft  paragraph  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech  furnifhed  the 
oppofition  with  a  handle  to  declaim  againft  the  late 
treaty.  Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  obferved,  That 
the  peace  could  not  be  properly  ftiled  complete,  as 
nothing  had  been  ftipulated  with  refpe£  to  the 
article  of  "  no  fearch  ;"  alluding  to  the  interruption 
our  commerce  had  fuftained  from  the  Spaniards  in 
the  Weft-Indies :  a  ftipulation,  without  which  both 
Houfes.of  Parliament  had  formerly  voted  that  there 
lhauid  be  no  peace  with  that  kingdom.  In  the 
An.i749.prefent'.conj»n6hire  of  affiurs,  fuch  an  -  objection 
favoured  rather  of  party  than  of  patriotism ;  and 
indeed. Sir  John  declared,  that  the  remarks  he  made 
upon  tfa^  occaiio'n  were  rather  in  difcharge  of  the 
duty  he  owed  to  his  country,  than  in  hope  of  feeing 
his  fentiments  -efpoufed  by  the  Majority.  Some 
fharp'altercation  was  ufed  in  the  debate  which  arofe 
*>n  :thi*  fubje& ;  and  many  fevere  invedives  were 
irvzUtd  at  thofe  who  negotiated*  as  well  as  at  thefc 
,wh<v,  approved  and  confirmed  the  treaty.  -But  Mr. 
£elham;^who  fuiiained  the  whole  weight  of  the 
xbsbat&on  the  fide  of  Adminifhation,  anfwered-  every 
cbje&ionLtvith  equal  candour  and  ability  ^  arid  if  he 
faiie*l  in  proving  that  the  terms  of  peace  were  as 
JbiDurabk:  jis  could  be  sxpe&ed,  considering  the 
"i   *'~     i  unfortunate 
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unfortunate  events  of  tfce  war,  and  the  fituation  ofc  Hap. 
the  contending  powers;  he  at  leaft  ,demonftrated, .^^ 
that  it  would  be  the  intefeft  of  the  kingdom  to  im. 
acqukfce  for  the  prefent  in  the  treaty  which  had 
been  concluded,  and  endeavour  to  remedy  its  im- 
perfections by  fubfequent  conventions,  amicably 
opened  among  thofe.  powers  between  whom  any 
caufe  of  difpute  remained.  With  refpedt  to  the  vote 
of  both  Houfes,  mentioned  by  Sir  John  Hynde  ' 
Cotton,  he  declared  that  he  had  never  approved  of 
that  ftep,  when  it  was  firft  taken;  or,  if  he  had, 
times  and  circumfiances,  which  could  not  be  fore- 
fcen,  would  have  justified  his  deviating  from  it  in 
the  re-eftabiiftunent  of  peace.  He  reminded  them 
that,  a  parliament  of  Great-Britain  had  once  voted 
"  no  peace  while  any  part  of  the  Weft-Indies  (hould 
remain  in  pofieffion  of  the  Spanifh  King ;"  yet  a 
train,  of  incidents,  which  they  could  not  poflibly 
forefjbe,.  afterwards  rendered  it  expedient  to  adopt 
a  peace,?  without  infifting  upon  the  accomplifhment 
ot  th^t  condition.  In  ^  word,  we  muft  own,  that, 
in  the  majority  of  debates  excited  in  the  courfe  of 
this  feifion,  the  miniftry  derived  their  triumphs  from 
the  force  of  reafon,  as  well  as  from  the  weight  of 
influence.  .  We  (hall  always,  however,  except  the 
efforts  that  we^e  made  for  reducing  the  number  of 
land-forces  to  fifteen  thoufand,  and  maintaining  a 
greater  number  of  feamen  than  the  miniftry  pro- 
posed. On  thefe  conftitutional  points  the  EarL  of 
Egmont,  and  the  other  chiefs  of  the  oppolition,  ex-, 

Eatiated  with  all  the  energy  of  eloquence;  which, 
owever,  was  frustrated  by  the  power  of  fuperior 
numhers.-  Ten  thoufand  feamen*  were  voted  for 
the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  notwithftanding  his 
Majefty's  injun&ion  to  maintain  a  confiderable 
navy ;  and  the  number  of  land-forces  was  continued 
at  eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven* 
The  fums  granted  for  making  good  his  Majefty's 
engagements   with   the   Eledtors  of  Bavaria  *nd 

Mentz, 
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Boo  icMente,  and  the  D&kt  of  Brunfwick  Wblftnbutdc, 
m-     amounted  to  fifty-three  thoufand  two  hundred  and 

^^^^  twenty-five  pounds  fterling.  The  fervices  done  by 
the  colonies  in  North-America,  during  the  war, 
were  gratified  with  the  fum  of  one  hundred  twenty- 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  forty-fix  pounds.  The 
cxpence  incurred  by  die  new  colony  of  Nova-Scotia 
exceeded  feventy-fix  thoufand  pounds.  A  -finall 
fiim  was  voted  for  the  improvement  of  Georgia; 
and  ten  thoufand  pounds  were  granted  towards  the 
fupport  of  the  Britifli  forts  and  fettlements  on  die 
coaft  of  Africa.  The  fum  total  granted  in  this 
feffion  arofe  to  four  millions  one  hundred  forty-one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  fixty-one  pounds,  nine  shil- 
lings, and  eleven  pence  half-penny,  to  be  fkifed  by 
the  land-tax,  at  three  (hillings  in  the  pound ;  the 
malt,  and  other  duties,  the  furplus  of  divers  impo- 
sitions remaining  in  the  Bank  and  Exchequer ;  one 
million  by  annuities,  at  three  per*  cent,  charged  on 
the  finkihg-fund,  until  redeemed  by  Parliament; 
and  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the  ex- 
cefs  or  Overplus  of  monies  denominated  the-firiking- 
fund. 

§  XXXII:  fiiit  the  capital  meafure  Which  diftin- 
'  guifhed  this  feffion  of  parliament  was  the  redu&ion 
of  the  interefft 'od'the  publkk  funds;  a  fcheme  Which 
was  planned  and  executed  by  the  minifter,  without 
any  national  difturbance  or  difquiet,  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  all  Europe  ;f  the  different  nations  of  which 
could  not  cortiptehend  how  it  would  be  poffible  for 
the  government,  at  the  clofe  of  a  long  and  expenfive 
war,  which  had  fo  donfiderably  drained, the  country, 
and  kugmeftted  the^enbrnious.  burthen  of  national 
debt,  to  find  money  for  paying  off  fttch  of  the  pub- 
lick  creditors  as  itaight  choofe  to  receive  the  prin- 
cipal, rather  than  Tubmit  to  a  reduction  of  the 
intereft.  It  was  not  very  much  for  the  honour  of 
the  oppofition,  that  fome  of  its  leading  members 
endeavoured  td  impede  this -great  machine  of  civil 

ceconomy, 
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oftconomy,  by  toting  opportunities  of  affirming  inc  H  A  B. 
Parham<3rt,  in  opposition  to  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  -h^* 
that  the  nation,  for  from  being  in  a  floiififlnng  con^^^^ 
dttion,  was  almoft  entirely  exhauGcd;  thatcom*- 
merce  drooped  and  declined ;  that  -pubiick  credit 
Hood  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin;  and  that  all 
the  treaties  lately  concluded  among  the  idiflferent 
powers  of  Europe  were,  in  efiedi,  disadvantageous 
and  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  Great-Britain 
In  anfwcr  to  thefe  aflertions,  Mr.  Pelham.  undertook, 
to  prove,  from  the  regiftcr  of  exports  and  imports, 
that  the  cormncccc  of  the  kingdom  was  more  exten~ 
five  at  this  than  at  any  former  period ;  and  that  the* 
publick  credit  was  ftrong  enough  to  admit  "of  an 
experiment,  which  he  would  not  prefume  to  hazani* 
except  upon  a  moral  certainty  of  its  being  firmly 
rooted,  beyond  the  power  of  accident  and  faction  to 
fluke  or  overturn.  He  declared,  that  his  ddign  of 
reducing  the  intereft  upon  the  funds  was  the  refult 
of  the  love  he  bore  his  country,  and  an  opinion  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  fervants  of  the  f  town  to  eafe 
the  burthens  of  the  people.  He  faid,  he  had  con- 
ferred on  this  fubjeft  with  perfons  of  the  moft  ap.- 
proved  knowledge,  and  undoubted  experience ;  and 
chofe  to  promulgate  the  method  propofed  for  alle- 
viating the  lpad  of  the  natipnai  aebt,  that  the 
publick,  in  knowing  the  particulars  of  the  fcheme, 
might  hp,ve  time  to  cobuder  thfra  at  fctfiire,.  and 
ftart  fuch  obje&ions  as  ihould  occur  to  t^eir  re- 
flection, before  it  might  b?  .too  late  to  adopt  amend- 
ments. He  obferved,  that  nothing  could  more 
clearly  demoriftrate  the  vigour  of  pjublicfc '  credit, 
and  the  augmentation  of  national  commerce,  than 
the  price  of  Hock,  which  had  within  three  years 
rifen  to  a  very'  considerable  increafe ;  and  the  duties 
on  imports,  which  in  nine  months  had  added  one 
million  to  the  finking-fun4>  notwithstanding  a  very 
extraordinary  fiun  which  .had  been  paid  as  bounties 
for  exported  corn.    He  exprefled  great  tchdernefs 

and  N    * 
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Boo  Kand  regard  for  the  mterefts  of  thofe  who  had  ad- 
IH.  vanced  their  money  for  the  fervice  of  the  govern- 
^N/-*^mcnt;  declaring,  that  hi*  aim  was  to  contrive  a 
fair,  honeft,  and  equitable  method  for  lefiening  the 
national  incumbrances,  by  lowering  the  interefi, 
Conformable  to  parliamentary  faith,  and  agreeable 
to  the  rules  of  eternal  uftice.  His  plan  was. ac- 
cordingly communicated,  canvafied,  and  approved 
in  the  Houfes  of  Commons,  and  an  ad  pafled  for 
reducing  the  intereft  of  the  funds  which  conftitute 
the  national  debt.*  In  purfnance  of  this  a£,  for  the 
redu&ion  of  the  intereft,  the  greater  part  of  the 
creditors  •  complied  with  the  terms  propofed,  and 
fubferibed  their  refpe&ive  annuities  before  the  end 
of  February;  but  the  three  great  companies  atfirft 

•  The  reiblutionft  of  the  Commons  on  this  head  were  printed  by 
authority  in  the  London  Gaaette,  fignifying,  That  thofe  who  were, 
or  mould  be,  proprietors  of  any  part  of  the  publick  debt,  .redeemable 
hj  law,  in  carted  before  Michaelmas,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  forty -nine,  tarrying  an  intereft  of  four  per  centum  per 
arjnurn,  who  (hould,  on  or  befrtrc  *he,  twenty- eighth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary in  that  year,  fubferibe  their  names,  fignifying  their  confent  to 
-aexept  df  an  mterrft  of  three  pounds  per  centum,  to  commence 
/jfpm  the  twjenty- fifth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hunj/ed  and  fifty- feven,  fubjett  to  the  fame  provisoes,  notices, 
and  ctaafe*  of  reliemptiorf,  to  which  their  refpcclive  Turns  at  four  per 
x:cntum were. tffeo  ttab1«;.  mouJd,  in  lieu,  of  (hair  pnefent  tnter- 
eft,  be  in  tit  led  to  foijr.  per  centum  t^l  the  tw4tntyrfifth  <Jay  of  De- 
ctnlber  in  the  year  6ne  ttionfand  feyen  hundred  and  fifty  j  and  after 
lhat  day,  to  three  pound*  ten  fhtlHinjs  per  centum  per  annum,  till  the 
twenty- fjftfy day  of  December  one  thoufand  fovep  hundred  jnpVflfty- 
leven ;  and  no  part  of  that  debt,  except  what  was  ..due  to.  the 
Baft- India  £otiip*my, '  mould  be  redeemable  to  this  period: 'That 
\t  any  part  x>£. the  national  dntjV  incurred  before  tail  JVlicnactaas, 
yedeeittabk.  by  law,  and  carrying  an  intereft  of-  four  .per.  ^centum, 
Jhould  remain  onfubfenbed  on  or  before  the  thirtfeTth  day  of  May,  the 
government  fcoukt-pay .  off  the  principal;  For  xbf*  •  pwrpofe  his  Ma- 
jlfty  was  enabled  to .  bprrow  of  any  perfon  or  nerfooa,  bodies  -politick 
or  corporate,  anjrfunror  fums  of  money  not  exceeding  that  part  of  the 

fuional,  debt  which  might  refttain  anfubferibed,  to  be  charged  bn 
e  finking- fund,,  upon  any  Jermsnoj. exceeding  jjw  ia*c  of  intereft  ia 
e  foregoing -bfoporalY    *      t 

AM  thffdroea.appropViated'Wtfie^nyment  of  the  rnteteft'were  ftill 

•     j     j  •   -    -     *  •  -  •      -    -  ■  •■  -■-  -  •-  .f,0a 
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houfe^aiidjcopqeeof  ^cfe^  relbJutioh*f«nfmitted  to  Vk rMtt&ort  of 
arrtne  monied  corporations.  .       .  .'   "        .  .      t     .  ---  ,•    ,  ,\ 
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kept  aloof,  and  refcfed  to  fubfribe  any  part  of  their  c  hap, 
capital.  v^i^# 

$  XXXIII.   About  the  middle  of  March  the  aITtJu 
Commons  ordered  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before 
them  an  account  of  the  fums  which  had  been  fub- 
fcribed,  and  jthefe  wore  taken  into  confederation  by  4 

a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe-  It  was  then  that 
Mr.  Pelham,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
obferved,  That  bcfides  the  debts  due  to  the  three 
great  companies  in  their  corporate  capacity,  all  the 
reft,  carrying  four  per  centum  intereft,  had  been 
fubfcribedy  except  about  eight  or  nine  millions,  the 
proprietors  of  which  had  forfeited  the  favour  de- 
signed them  by  Parliament':  but  as  many  of  thefe 
had  been  mifled  by  evil  counfellors,  who  perhaps 
were  more  intent  on  diftreffing  the  government, 
than  follicitous  to  ferve  their  friends ;  and  as  many 
were  foreigners,  refiding  beyond  fea,  who  had  not 
time  to  take  proper  advice,  and  give  the  neceflary 
inftru&ions;  and  as  thefe  could  not  poflibly  be 
diftinguifhed  from  fuch  as  refufed  to  fubferibe  from 
mere  obftinacy  or  difaffedion,  it  might  be  thought 
cruel  to  take  the  moft  rigorous  advantage  of  the 
forfeiture  thev  had  incurred.  With  refpedi  to  the 
proprietors  ot  the  ftock  or  capital  belonging  to  the 
three  great  companies,  he  auerted,  that  many  of 
them  would  willingly  have  fubferibed  their  properties  • 
within  the  time  limited,  but  were  neceflarily  ex* 
eluded  by  the  majority  on  the  ballot;  and  as  it  was 
equaQy  impoflible  to  know  thofe  who  were  againft 
the  queftioA  on  the  ballot,  he  thought  that  fome  ten- 
demefe  was  due  even  to  the.prpprictors  of  thofe  three 
companies:  his  opinion,  therefore,  was,  that  they 
and  the  uncomplying  annuitants  fhould  be  indulged 
with  further  time  to  complete  thair  luUcription; 
but,  in  order,  to  preferve  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  refpetf  due  to  that  auguft  aflembly, 
they  ought  not  to  be  gratified  with  fuch  advan- 
tageous terms  as  were  allowed  to  the  annuitants  who    - 

at 
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Kat    firft  chearfully    complied  with    the    pnopafeb 
offered  by  the  legillature.     For  thefe  reafons  he  pro- 
^T'pofed,  Tliat  although  the  term  of  fubfcribing  Ihould 
be  protra6fced  till  the  thirtieth  day  -of  .May,  the 
encouragement  of   three  pounds  ten  (hillings  per 
centum  per  annum  fhotdd  not  be  continued  to  the 
fecond  fubfcrihers  longer  than  till  .the  iifeh  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-five.      The  proposal  being  approved,  a 
bill  was  framed  for  this  purpofe,  as  well  as  for  re- 
deeming fuch  annuities  as  ihould  not  be  fubfcrihed, 
which  pailied  through  both  Houfes,  and  wfcs  enacted 
into  a  law,  after  having  received  an  additional  claufe, 
empowering  the  Eaft-India  Company,  in  cafe. they 
ihould  fubfcnbe  all  their  dock  'beaming  an  intereft 
of  four  per  centum,  to  borrow,  with  the  confent  of 
the  Treafury,  any  fums  not  exceeding  four  millions 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  after  the  fevecal  rates 
of  intereft  before  propofedto  be  paid  by  the  pubhck, 
and  one  rpillion  more  at  three    per  centum  per 
annum.     They  wcne  alfo  veiled  with  a  poster  to 
raifc  money  by  bonds,    as  formerly ;  yetio  as  the 
whole,  including  the  annuities,  ihould  not  exceed 
what  they  were  by  former  a&s  empowered  to  borrow. 
The  otye&ions  to  the  execution  *rf   this    projpdt, 
which>  by  many  were  deemed  inftfrmfcuhttbje,  en- 
tirely ./vaniflied  i  before  ithe '  fortitude!,  *ptrfeveranci, 
and  caution .  of  the  fninifter ;    who  inad  fecured, 
among  ibojnonied  men'  of  the  nation,  the  promife 
i£  fudi  fums  as  would  have  been  fwftfctftnt  t*  pay 
off  the ,  capital  belonging  to  thofe  creditors  who 
might  rafale-  to  accppt-  the  intereft  thus  reduced. 
The-  fecahd  fcbfcriffctofc.  hid  the^Utf  redeffe&.    The 
tlu^e.graatHXompanies-acqui^ced,  and  their  example 
waa.  followed  by.  tbeojher  fcFupulous  annuitants ; 
iheTnarionaLbuKhenwas  comfortably 'lightened,  and 
thewfinteng~fuod  attiMefably   iQcreafedy  -without 
pnoducing  tttedeaft  perplexity  or  difturbance  in  the 
ootnmonWBahh ;  *ttktf  umtanoe-thafc  $ofekl  not&l  to 
excite  the  admiration  and  envy  of  all  Chriftendom. 

$  XXXIV. 
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$  XXXIV.  The  mutiny-bill  for  the  enfuing  yearc  hap. 

as  mitigated  with  an  eflential  alteration,  r^ting^^l^, 
to  the  fcath  of  fecrefy  impofed  upon  the  members  ^50. 
of  cveiy  court-martial,  who  were  now  releafed 
from  this  referve,  if  required  to  give  evidence,  by 
due  cottrfe  of  law,  in  any  court  of  judicature ;  and 
whereas,  by  the  former  mutiny-bill,  a  General  was 
empowered  to  order  the  revifel  of  any  fentence  by 
a  court-martial  as  often  as  he  pleafed,  and,  oh  that 
pretence,  to  keep  in  confinement  a  man  who  had 
been  acquitted  upon  a  fair  trial,  it  was  now  ena&ed, 
That  no  fentence  pronounced  by  any  court-martial, 
and  figned  .by  the  prefident,  Ihould  be  more  than 
once  liable  to  revifal.  Colonel  George  Townfliend, 
fon  of  Lord  Vifcount  Townfhend,  who  had  equally 
diftkiguifhed  himfelf  by  his  civil  and  military  ac- 
complifhments,  propofed  anothefr  claufe,  for  pre- 
venting any  non<-commiffioned  officer  being  broke 
or  reduced  into  the  ranks;    or  any  foldier  being 

?uni(hed,  but  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial. 
le  gave  the  Houfe  to  underftand,  that  certain  per^ 
fens  attended*  at  the  door,  who  from  the  ftation  6f 
non-commiffioned  officers  had  been*  broke,  and 
reduced  into  the  ranks,  without  trial,  or  any  c&ufe 
affigned ;  and  he  expatiated  not  only  upon  the 
iniquity  of  fuch  proceedings,  t>ut  alio  upon  the 
danger  of  leaving  inch  arbitrary  power  in  the  hands 
of  aft  individual  officer.  A  warm  debate  was  the  con-^ 
fequence  of  this  motion,  which,  however  was  ovei* 
ruledby  the  majority.  '    *\ 

$  XXXV.  Among  other  regulations  made'  in  th£ 
courfe  of  this  feffion  for  the  encbiiragemfcnt  of*  thej 
British  manufadores,  a  large  duty  was  laid  tipoti 
Irifli  fail-cloth,  which  being  ibid  at  an  under  price; 
was  found  to  interfere  with  the  fame  fpecies  of  com-, 
modity  fabricated  in  the  ifknd  of  Great  Britain ; 
and,  for  the  further  benefit  of  this  laft,  the  bounty 
upon  the  exportation  of  it,  which  had  been  deduct- 
ed from  a  defective  fond,  was  now  made  payable 
1  out 
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Boo  Kout  of  the  cuftoms.    This  meafure,   however,  was 
^J["*     not^pf  Tuch  importance  to  the  nation,  as  the  a&  which 
J75<5v    they  parted  for  encouraging  the  importation  of  pig 
awl  bar-iron  from  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  North- 
America.      Every    welkwifher  to  his  country  re- 
ftetfteid  with  cdncern  on  the  nature  of  the  Britifh 
trade  with  Sweden,  from  which  kingdom  the  fub- 
.  je&s  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  imported  more  iron 
aqd  fteel  than  all  the  other  countries  in  Europe. 
tFor  tiiis  article  they  paid  a  very  great  balance  in 
ready  money,  which  the  Swedes  again  expended  in 
purcbafing  from  the  French,  and  other  mercantile 
powers,  thofe  neceflaries  and  fuperfluities  with  which 
they  might  have  been  as  cheaply,  furnifhed  by  Great- 
Britain.     In  the  mean  time,  the  .Engliih  Colonies 
in  America  wese  !ieftri<$ted  by  fevere   duties  from 
making'  advantage  of  their  own  produce,   in  ex- 
changing their  iron  for  fuch  commodities  as  they 
were  under  the  neceffity  of  procuring  from  their 
mother  country.     Such  reftri&ion ,  was  not  only  a 
Cruel  grievance  uppn  our  own  fetdements, .  but  alio 
attended  with  manifeft  prejudice  to  the  intereft  of 
G]#at-Briuiri,  annually  drained  of  great  fums,   in 
favour  of  an  ungrateful  nation,  from  which  no  part 
of  th^m  returned;  whereas  the  iron  imported  from 
America,  muft  of  neceffity  come  in  exchange  for 
qur  own*  jthani^&ures.    The  Commons  having  ap- 
pointed a  day  for  taking  this  affair  into  considera- 
tion, carefulLy  e^amyied  into  the  ftate  of  the  Britifh 
confcnerce  carried  on  with  Sweden,  as  well  as  into 
the  Accounts  of  iron ,  imported  from  the  plantations 
in  .America ;  aid  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
having  relblved,  That  the  duties  on.  American  pig 
and  W-iron  fliould  be  removed^  a  bill*  was  brought 
"'."". ■  .'.'•'  '  ia 

*  'Th*  moft  rennarkfrblifr  cifcum&ance  Attending  the  progrtb  of 
|his  bj^ll,  which,  made  its  way  through  both  Honfes,  and  obtained 
tne  &oyal  aflent,  was. the  number  of  contradictory  petitions  in  favour 
and  :ia  prejudice  of  it,  while  it  rernained  under  confederation.  The 
fanners  of  leather  in  and  about  the  town  of  Sheffield   in  Yorkfliire, 

reprefented| 
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in   for  that  purpofe,  containing  a  claufe,  however,  c  H  A  P. 
to   prevent  his  Majefty's  fubje&s  from  making  fteel,  ..   *• 

reprvfented,  That  if  the  bill  mould  pa  ft,  the  Engliih  iron  would  be 
uiuierfold  ;    confequently  a   great  number    of   furnaces  ami  forget 
would  be  di  (continued  :  in   that  cafe  the  woods  ufed  for  fuel  would  ' 
ftand  uncut,  and  the  tanners  be  deprived  of  oak  bark  fafficient  for 
the  contiouance  and  fupport  of  their  occupation.     They  nevertbeleft 
owned,  that   fliould  the  duty   be  removed  from   pig-iron  only,  no 
fuch  confequence  could  be  apprehended  j  becaufe,  fhould  the  Dum- 
ber of  furnaces  be  leflened,  that  of  forges  would  be  increafed.     This 
waa  likewii'e  the  plea  urged   in  divers  remonrrrances  by   m afters  of 
iron -works,  gentlemen,  and  freeholders,  who   had   tracts   of   wood- 
land  in  their  poffeifion.     The  owners,  proprietors,  and  farmers  x>£ 
furnaces  and  iron  forge*,  belonging  to  Sheffield  and  its  neighbour* 
hood,  enlarged  upon  the  great  ex  pence  they  had  incurred  in  creating 
and  fupport ing  iron-works,  by   means  of  which,  great  numbers  of 
his   Majefty's  1  objects  were  comfortably  fupported.    They  expitued 
their  apprehenfion,  that  fliould  the  bill  pals  into  a  law,  it  could  not 
in    any   degree  lenen  the  confumption  of  Swedilh   iron,  which  was 
ufed  for  purposes  which  neither  the  American  nor  Britifls  iron  would 
anfwer;    hut   that   the    propofed    encouragement,     confidering    the 
plenty  and  cheapnefs  of  wood  in   America,  would  enable  trie  colo- 
nies to  underfell  the-  Britifli  iron>  a  branch  of  traf&ck  which  would 
be  totally  deftroyed,  to  the  ruin  of  many  thou  {and  labourers,  who 
would   be  compelled  to  feek  their  livelihood  in  foreign  countries* 
They  likewife  fiiggefted,  that  if  all  the  iron  manufacturers  of  Great- 
Britaio  would  be  obliged  to  depend  upon  a  fupply  of  iron  Irons  the 
plantations,  which   mull  ever  be  rendered  precarious  by  the  hazard 
of  the  feas  and  the  enemy,  the  manufactures  would  probably  decay 
for  want  of  materials,  and  many  thoufand  families  be  reduced  to 
want  and  mifcry.    On  th?  other  hand,  the  ironmongers  and   finiths 
belonging  to  the  nourishing  town  of  Birmingham  in  Warwickftifrc, 
presented  a  petition,  declaring,  That  the  bill  would  be  of  great"  be- 
nefit to  the  trade  of  the  nation,  as  it  would  enable  the  Cblooifts  *  *& 
make  larger  returns  of  their  o\rn  produce,  and  encourage  them  to 
take  a  greater  quantity  of  the  Britifh  manufactures.    They  affirmed, 
that  ail  the  iron  works  in  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain  did  not  fapply 
half  the  quantity  of  that  metal  fuificient  to  carry  on  the  manufacturer 
that  if  this  deficiency  could  be  fupplied  from  the  Colonies  in  Ami* 
rica*  the  importation  would  ceafe,  and  confiderable  fums  of  money  "^ 
be  laved  to  the  nation.    They  obferved*  that  the  importation  of  Iron 
from  America  could  no  more  affect  the  iron  works v  and  freeholders 
of   tbe  kingdom  than  the  like  quantity  imported  from  any7 other 
country :  but  they  prayed  that  the  people  of  America  might  be  re^ 
fanned  from  erecting  flitting  or  rolling  mills,  or  forges  forjplatmg 
iron,  at  they  would  interfere  with  the  manufactures  of  Great-Bri- 
tain. 

Many  remonftrancet  to  the  fame  effect  were  prefented  from  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  kingdoms  and  it  appeared;  upon  the  rfltffr  exae> 
inquiry,  that  the  encouragement  of  Ajnerican  iron  would  prove  ex- 
tremely beneficial  to  the  kingdom,  as  it  bad  been  found,  upon  triaf, 
applicable  to  all  the  ufes  of  Swedifh  iron,  and  as  good  in  eVeryLre* 
fpect  at  the  produce  of  that  country.  *  •   '  •' — ■  • « 

and 
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Boo  Kand  eftablifhing  mills  for  flitting  and  railing  iron 
^J"^*     within  the  Britifli  colonies .  of  America ;  this  pre- 
1750.    caution  being  taken,  that  the  colonics  might  not 
interfere  with  the  manufactures  of  their  mother- 
country. 

^  XXXVI.  The  next  commercial  improvement, 
'  of  which  we  (hall  take  notice,  was  the  bill  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  Britiih  white-herring  and  cod- 
fifheries.  This  was  likewife  the  relult  of  mature 
deliberation,  importing,  That  a  bounty  of  thirty 
(hillings  per  ton  fhould  be  granted,  and  paid  out  of 
the  Cuftoms  to  all  new  veflels  from  twenty  to  four- 
fcore  tons  burthen,  which  (hould  be  built  for  that 
purpofe,  and  actually  employed  in  the  fifhery  :  That 
a  fociety  (hould  be  incorporated,  under  the  name  of 
the  Free  Britiih  Fifliery,  by  a  charter,  not  exclu- 
ilve,  with  power  to  raife  a  capital  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds;  and  that  three  pounds 
ten  (hillings  per  centum  per  annum  (hould  be  granted 
and  paid .  out  of  the  Cuftoms  to  the  proprietors  for 
fourteen  years,  for  fo  much  of  the  capital  as  (hould 
be  actually  employed  in  the  faid  fiiheries.-  Corref- 
ponding  chambers  were  propofed  to  be  ere<fted  in 
remote  parts  of  North-Britain,  for ,  taking  in  fub- 
fcriptions,  and  profecuting  the  trade,  under  the 
dire&ions  of  the  company  at  London ;  apd  the  na- 
tion in  general  feemed  eager  to  difpute  this  branch 
of  commerce  with  the  fubje&s  of  Holland,  whom 
they  confidered  as  ungrateful  interlopers.  In  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  however,  the  bill  met  with  a  for- 
,  midable  oppofition  from  the  Elarl  of  Winchelfea 
and  Lord  Sandys,  who  juftly  obferved,  that  it  was 
a  crude,  indigefted  fcheme,  which,  in  the  execution, 
would  never  anfwer  the  expectations  of  the  people : 
T^ at  in  contending  with  tne  Dutch,  who  are  the 
patterns  of  unwearied  induftry,  and  the  mod  rigid 
oeconomy,  nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  than  a 
joint-ftock  company,  which  is  always  clogged  with  ex- 
traordinary expence ;  and  the  refolution  of  fitting 

out 
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out  vcflcls  at  the  port  of  London,  where  all*  forts  of  c  haf. 
materials,  labour,  and  feamen  are  fo  much  dearer      I* 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  united  kingdom,  ex-    i7SOt 
clufive  of  the  great  diftance  and  dangerous  voyage 
between  the  metropolis  and  the  Sound  of  Brafia  in 
Shetland,  the  rendezvous  at  which  all  the  herring- 
bufles  were  to  aflemble  in  the  beginning  of  the  fitt- 
ing feafon.     They  likewife  took  notice  of  the  heavy 
duty  on  fait,  ufed  in  curing  the  fiih  for  fale,  and  the  % 
beef  for  provilion  to  the  mariners ;  a  circumftance 
of  itfelf  fufficient  to  difcourage  adventurers  from 
embarking  in  a  commerce  which,  at  beft,  yields 
but  very  flender  profits  to  the  trade  in  particular, 
how  important  foever  it  might  prove  to  the  com- 
munity in  general.     Thefe  objections  were  anfwered 
by  the  Duke  of  Argyle  and  the  Earl  of  Granville,  , 

who  feemed  to  think  that  this  branch  of  trade  could 
not  be  fairly  fet  on  foot,  without  fuch  a  eonfiderable 
fum  of  money  as  no  Angle  individual  would  care  to 
advance  ;  that  a  joint-ftock  company  would  be  able 
to  profecute  the  fifhery  at  a  fmaller  expence  than 
that  which  particular  traders  muft  neceflarily  incur ; 
that  the  prefent  fpirit  of  the  nation,  which  was  . 
eagerly  bent  upon  trying  the  experiment,  ought  not 
to  be  baulked  by  delay,  left  it  fhould  evaporate ; 
and  that  though  the  plan  was  not  unexceptionable, 
the  defers  of  it  might  in  the  fequel  be  remedied  by 
the  legislature.  In  a  word,  the  bill  was  adopted  by 
the  majority,  with  a  fmall  amendment  in  ttie  title, 
which  produced  fome  difquiets  in  the  Lower  Houfe : 
hut  this  difpute  was  compromifed,  and  it  was  enabled 
into  a  law  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fefiion.  Nothing  , 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  publick  than  the 
lan&ion  of  the  legislature  to  this  favourite  plan, 
which  was  ardently  promoted,  and  patronifed  by 
men  of  the  greateft  eminence  for  wealth  and  popu- 
larity. The  company  chofe  for  their  Governor  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  who  received  this  proof  of  their 
attachment  and  refpedt  with  particular  marks  of 

fatisfadtion ; 
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Boo  Kfetisfa&ion ;  the  President  and  Vice-Prefident were 
J}1*_  both  Aldermen  of  London;  and  the  Council  was 
compofed  of  thirty  gentlemen,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  members  of  Parliament:  Great  pains  were 
taken,  and  fome  artifice  was  ufed,  to  learn  die  Dutch 
method  of  curing  the  fiih.  People  crowded  with 
their  fubferiptions ;  a  number  of  hands  were  em- 
ployed in  building  and  equipping  the  bufles  or  vef- 
fels  ufed  in  the  fifhery :  and .  the  moil  favourable 
confequences  were  expe&ed  from  the  general  vigour 
and  alacrity  which  animated  thefe  preparations.  But 
the  fuccefsdid  not  gratify  the  fanguine  hopes  of  the 

Eroje&ors  and  adventurers.     The  objections  made 
i  the  Houfe  of  Lords  foon  appeared  to  have  been 
well  founded  :  thefe  co-operating  with  mifmanage- 

*  ment  in  the  dire&ors,  the  fpirit  of  the  Company 

•  began  to  flag,  the  natural  confequences  of  commer- 
cial difappointment,  and  now  the  Britifh  fiihery 
feems  to  languifh  under  the  neglect  of  the  legisla- 
ture. 

$  XXXVII.  Touching  the  trade  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  petitions  were  renewed  by  the  Company  and 
its  creditors,  the  merchants  of  Briftol,  Liverpool, 
and  Lancafter ;  and  a  remonftrance  was  prefented 
by  tne  planters  and  merchants  interefted  in  the  Bri- 
tifh fugar  fettlements  in  America  :  but  the  Commons 
adhered  to  their  former  refolutions  of  laying  open 
the  trade,  maintaining  the  forts  at  the-  publick 
expence,  and  regulating  the  commerce  by  a  com- 
mittee of  merchants,  reprefenting  the  chief  trending 
towns  in  the  kingdom,  to  be  fupsrintended  by  the 
board  of  trade  and  plantations.  The  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly framed  and  prefented,  and  having  pro- 
ceeded through  both  Houfes  without  oppofition, 
obtained  the  Royal  aflent.  Over  and  above  thefe 
wife,  falutary,  and  patriotick  meafures  for  the  im- 
provement of  commerce,  they  encouraged  the  im- 
portation of  raw  filk  by  an  bA,'  reducing  the  duties 
formerly  payable  on  that  which  was  the  growth  of 
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China  to  the  fame  that  is  ratfed  oil  the  raw  filk  firoftic  h  a  p* 
Italy,  and  allowing  the  fame  draw-back  upon  the  *•'■ 
exportation  of  the  one  which  had  been  ufualljr  granted  ^^^ 
on  the  other.  A  fecond  bill  was  brought  in- for  the 
encouragement  of  the  growth  and  culture  of  filk  in 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  where  it  had  been  lately  pro- 
duced with  extraordinary  fuccefs,  by  freeing  from 
all  duties  that  which  fhould  be  imported  from,  his 
Majefty's  dominions  in  America*;  and  -a  third  .was  ' 
framed,  permitting,  raw  filk  of  the  growths  or  pro* 
duce  of  Perfia,  purchafed  in  Ruffia,  to  be  imported 
into  Great-Britain,  from  any  port  or  place  befogg- 
ing to  the  empire  of  Ruffia.  Divers  efforts  ?wer* 
made,  by  different  member^  in  the  opposition,  to 
je&ify  certain  abufes  in  the  army  and  adminiftra- 
tion:  fome  bills  wore  brought,  in,  and. feveralj>eti-» 
tions  were  left  on  the  table.;:. but  all  of  them  proved 
abortive,  from  the  power  and  influence  of  the  mini- 
fter,  who  feemed  refolved  that  no.  benefit  fhould  flow 
upon  the  nation  through  any  channel  but  his  own* 
Neverthelefs,  it  mnft  be  acknowledged,  for. the  ho- 
nour of  his  memory,  that*  there  is  np  feffioi>  on 
record  fo  produ&ive  as  this  was  of  measures  advan- 
tageous to  the  community. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  people,  however,  were  not 
entirely  fatisfied  with  the  condu6t  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  ferment  and  com- 
motions, raifed  during  the  progrefsof  an  ele&ion  for 
a  citizen  to  reprefent  the  city  of  Wefiminfter  in  Par- 
liament. The  feat  which  had  been  filled  by  Lord 
Trentham,  eldeft  fon  of  Earl  Gower,  having  be- 
come vacant,  in  confequence  of  that  nobleman's 
accepting  a  place  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  he 
again  declared  himfelf  a  candidate,  and  met  with  a 
violent  oppofition.  Thofe  who  filled  themfelves 
the  independent  eledtors  of  Weftminfter  being  now 
incenfed  to  an  uncommon  degree  of  turbulence  by 
the  interposition  of  minifterial  influence,  determined 
to  ufe.  their  utmofl  endeavours  to  baffle  the  defigps 
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Kof  the  Court,  and  at  the  fame  time  take  vengeance 
on  the  family  of  Earl  Gower,  who  had  entirely  aban- 
T^^doned  the  oppofttioiv  of  which  he  was  formerly  one 
of  the  moft  refpedcd  leaders.  With  this  view  they 
held  consultations,  agreed  to  refolubons,  and  fet  up 
a  private  gentleman,  named  Sir  George  Vandeput, 
as  the  competitor  of  Lord  Trentham,  declaring  that 
they  wool d  fupport  his  pretentions  at  their  own  ex- 
pellee, being  the  more  encouraged  to  this  enterprize 
by  the  countenance  and  afiifiance  of  the  Prince  of 
Wale?  and  his  adherents.  They  accordingly  opened 
houfes  of  entertainment  for  their  parrifans,  fblhrited 
votes,  circulated  remonftiances,  and  propagated 
abufe :  in  a  word,  they  canvafied,  with  furprifing 
fjpirit  and  perfeverance,  againft  the  whole  intereft  of 
St.  James's.  Mobs  were  hwed  and  proceffions 
made  oh  both  fides,  and  the  city  of  Weftminfter 
was  filled  with  tumult  and  uproar.  The  mutual 
animofity  of  the  parties  feemed  every  day  to  increafc 
during  the  election,  akid  a  great  number  of  unqua- 
lified votes  were  presented  on  both  fides :  all  the 
powers  of  infinuatio&,  obloquy,  and  ridicule,  were 
employed  to  vilify  and  depreciate  both  'candidates. 
At  length  the  poll  being  clofed,  a  jpajority  of  votes 
appeared' in  behalf  of  Lord  Trentham  :  but  a  fcru- 
tiny  being  demanded  by  the  other  fide,  the  return- 
ing officer  complied  wkh  their  requeft.  The  Speaker 
of  the  Lower  Houie  had  ifliied  his  warrant  for  a  new 
writ  of  ele&ion  about  the  middle-  of  November; 
and  towards  the  end  of  February  Mr.  Fox,  Secre- 
tary at  War,  ftanding  up,  and  obferving  that  no 
return  had  yet  been  made,  thought  proper  to  move, 
That  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  the  Mefieager  Extrar 
ordinary  attending  the  great  feal,  the  Under-sheriff 
of  Mtddlefex,  and  the  High-bailiff  of  Weftminfter, 
fhould  attend  next  morning,  and  give  an  account  of 
their  iffiiing,  delivering,  and  executing  the  writ  of 
cle&ion .  Thefe  being  examined,  and  the  High- 
bailiff  declaring  that  he  would  proceed  wkh  aU  pof- 
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fible  dif patch  in  die  fcrutiny ;  which  had  been  de*  c  H  A  9« 
manded  and  was  begun,  Mr.  Speaker  explained  to  .*V^ 
him  fome  particulars  of  his  duty ;  in  the  difcharge  t y5#, 
of  which  he  was  given  to  understand  he  might  de- 
pend upon  the  protection  of  the  Houfe,  fhould  he 
meet  with  any  obftru&ion  which  he  could  not  other- 
wife  furmount.  By  the  violence  and  caprice  with 
which  a  great  number  of  votes  were  contefted  on 
both  fides,  the  fcrutiny  was  protra&ed  a  long  time, 
and  the  return  attended  with  fome  extraordinary 
consequences,  which  fhall  be  particularifed  among 
the  tranfa&ions  of  the  next  year.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  prefent  fellion  of  Parliament  was  clofed  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  April,  with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
commending  the  Commons  for  having  feized  the 
very  firft  opportunity  of  reducing  the  intereft  of  the 
national  debt,  without  the  leaft  infringement  upon 
the  faith  of  Parliament ;  and  congratulating  them 
on  the  flouriflring  ftate  of  the  publick  credit,  which 
could  not  fail  to  add  ftrength  and  reputation  to  the 
government,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  riling  of  the  Parliament,  his  Majefty 
appointed  a  Regency  to  govern  the  kingdom  in  his 
abience,  and  embarked  for  the  Continent,  in  order 
to  vifit  his  German  dominions. 

$  XXXIX.  The  month  of  January  and  the  be* 
ginning  of  February  were  diftinguiihed,  the  firft  day 
by  a  very  remarkable  Aurora  Borealis,  appearing  at 
night  to  the  north-eaft,  of  a  deep  and  dufky  red 
colour,  like  the  reflection  of  fome  great  fire,  for 
which  it  was  by  many  people  miftaken ;  and  the 
corufcations,  unlike  thole  that  are  generally  ob* 
ferved,  did  not  meet  in  the  zenith,  but  in  a  point 
feme  degrees  to  the  fouthward.  February  was 
ulhered  in  by  terrible  peals  of  thunder,  flaihes  of 
lightening,  and  fuch  a  tempeft  of  wind,  hail,  and 
rain,  as  overwhelmed  with  fear  and  confternation 
the  inhabitants  of  Briftol,  where  it  chiefly  raged. 
On  the  eighth  day  of  the  fame  month,  between 
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boo  K  twelve  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  the  people  of  Lon- 
V-J**l  don  were  ftill  more  dreadfully  alarmed  by  the  fhock 
J7j9.  of  aij  earthquake,  which  fhook  all  the  Houfes  with 
fuch  tviolence,  that  the  furniture  rocked  on  the  floors, 
the  pewter  and  porcelaine  rattled  on  the  fhclves,  the 
chamber-bells  rang,  and  the  whole  of  this  commo- 
tion was  attended  with  a  clap  or  noife  refembling 
that  produced  by  the  fall  of  fome  heavy  piece  of  fur- 
niture. The  fhock  extended  through  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weftminfter,  and  was  felt  on  both  fides 
the  river  Thaines,  from  Greenwich  to  the  weftward 
of  London ;  but  not  perceptible  at  a  confiderable 
diftance.  On  the  very  fame  day  of  the  next  month, 
between  five  and  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  were  again  affrighted 
by  a  Second  fhock,  more  violent  than  the  firft,  and 
abundantly  more  alarming,  as  it  waked  the  greater 
part  of  the  people  from  their  repofe.  It  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  fucceffion  of  thick  low  flafhes  of  lighten- 
ing, and  a>  rumbling  noife,  like  that  of  a  heavy  car- 
riage rolling  over  a  hollow  pavement.  The  fhock 
itfelf  coufifted  of  repeated  vibrations,  which  latted 
fomefeconds,  and  violently  fhook  every  houfe  ftmn 
top  to  bottom.  Again  the  chairs  rocked,  the  fhelves 
clattered,  the  fmall  bells  rang,  and  in  fome  places 
pnblick  docks  were  heard  to  ftrike.  Many  perfons 
roufed  by  this  terrible  vifitation,  ft arted  naked  from 
their  beds,  knd  ran  to  their  doors  and  windows  in 
diftra&ron :  yet  no  life  was  loft,  and  no  houfe  over- 
thrown by  thisconcuffion,  though  it  wasfo  dreadful 
as  to  threaten  an  immediate  diflblution  of  the  globe. 
The  circumftancej  however,  did  not  fail*  to  make  ^ 
deep  impreffion. upon  ignorant,  weak,  and  foperfti- 
tious  minds,  which  were  the  more  affe&ed  by  the 
CDniideration  that  the  two  fhocks  were  periodical; 
that  the  fecond,  •  which  happened  exa&ly  one  month  • 
after  the  firft,  had  been  the  more  violent ;  and  that 
the  next,  increafing  in  proportion,  might  be  atten- 
ded with  the  molt  difmal  confequences.  This  ge- 
neral 
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neral  notion  was  confirmed,  and  indeed  propagated,  chap. 
among  all  ranks  of  people,  by  the  admonitions  of  a       *• 
fanatick  foldier,  who  publickly  preached  up.  repen-v^^^/ 
tance,  and  boldly  prophefied  that  the  next  ihock 
would  happen  on  the  fame  day  of  April,  and  totally 
deftroy  tne  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter.     Coi*- 
fidering  the  infectious  nature  of  fear  and.  fuperfti*- 
tion,  and  the  emphatick  manner  in  which  the  ima- 
gination had  been  prepared  and  prepoilefied,  it  was 
no  wonder  that  the  prediction  of  this/  illiterate  eiv* 
thuftafl  fhould  have  contributed,  in  a  great  meafurc, . 
to  augment  the  general  terror.     The. churches  were 
crowded  with  penitent  finners :  the  fans* of  riot  and* 
profligacy,  were  over-awed  into  fobriety  and  -deeo* 
rum.    The  ftreets  no  longer  refounded  with  exemp- 
tions, or  the  noife  of  brutal  licentiouffie&^arid  th$ 
hand  of  charity  was  liberally  opened.-  Thofe;  whorrL 
fortune  had  enabled  to  retire  from  the  devoted  city, 
fled  to  the  country  with  hurry-  and  .piteciprtatiflBi, 
infomuch  that  the  highways  were  incumbered  witfc 
horfes  and  carriages.    Many  who  had}  in. the  be- 
ginning, combated  thefe  groundlefc  fears,  with  fbe 
weapons  of  reafon  and  ridicule,  begaixinfenfibjy  to 
imbibe  the  contagion,  and  felt .  their,  hearts  foil,  in 
proportion  as  the  hour  of  probation  approached  : 
even  feience  and  philofophy  werfe  not  proof  againft 
the  unaccountable  «ffb&s  of  this  communication.  Ijn. 
after-ages  it  will  hardly  be  believed,  that-. on  the 
evening  of  the  eighth  day  of  April,  the;  opentfields 
that  fkirt  the  metropolis  were  filled  with'  an  incre- 
dible number  of    pebple. -aflembled  in. chairs,    in 
chaifes,  and  coaches,  as  well  as  on  foot,  ,who  waited 
in  the  moft  fearful  fufpenfe  until  mornings  a#d:  the 
return  of  day  difproved  the  truth  of  the.  dreaded 
prophefy.     Then  their  fears  vaniflied  :;they  returned 
to  their  refpedtive  habitations  in  a  tranfport  of  joy ; 
and  were  foon  reconciled  to  their  abandoned  vices, 
which  they  feemed  to  refume  with  redoubled  affec- 
tion^ 
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Boo  Ktion,  and  once  more  bade  defiance  to  the  vengeance 
lllm     of  Heaven. 

1750.        $  X^.  By  this  time  all  the  gaols  in  England  were 
filled  with  the  refufe  of  the  army  and  navy,  which 
having  been  difmified  at  the  peace,  and  either  averfe 
to  labour,  or  excluded  from  employment,  had  natu- 
rally preyed  upon  the  commonwealth.     Great  num- 
bers of  thofe  wretches  who,  by  proper  regulations, 
might  have  been  rendered  ferviceable  to  the  com- 
munity, were  executed  as  examples ;  and  the  reft 
rperifhed  miferably,   amidft  the  ftench  and  horrors 
of  noifome  dungeons.     Even  the  prifon  of  Newgate 
was  rendered  fo  infectious  by  the  uncommon  crowds 
iof  confined  felons,  ftowed  together  in  clofe  apart- 
ments, that  the  very  air  they  breathed  acquired  a 
peftilential  degree  of  putrefaction.     It  was  this  pu- 
trified  air,  which,  adhering  to  the  clothes  of  the 
malefactors  brought  to  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  Old- 
Baiky  in  May,  produced  among  the  audience  a  pef- 
tilential fever,  which  infedted  and  proved  fetal  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  to  one  Alderman,  two 
of  the  Judges,  divers  lawyers  who  attended  the  fef- 
fion,  the  greateft  part  of  the  jury,  and  a  confider- 
able  number  of  the  fpedators.    In  order  to  prevent 
fuch  difafters  for  the  future,  the  gaols  were  cleanfed, 
and  accommodated  with  ventilators,  which  exhauft 
the  "foul  and  fupply  a  circulation  of  freih  air;  and 
other  humane  precautions  were  taken  for  the  benefit 
of  the  prifoncrs. 

§  XLI.  The  affairs  of  the  continent  underwent 
no  remarkable  alteration.  An  Ambafiador  Extra- 
ordinary being  fent  to  Peterfburgh  from  the  Court 
of  London  declared  to  the  Czarina's  minifter,  that 
in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  Ruffia  and  Sweden, 
occafioned  by  the  hoftilities  committed  by  the  for- 
mer power,  his  Britannick  Majefty  would  coniider 
Ruffia  as  the  aggrefibr,  and  the  Czarina  could  not 
expe&  that  he  would  fupply  her  with  the  fuccours 
which  he  was  engaged  by  treaty  to  furnifh  for  her 
1  defence, 
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defence,  in  cafe  (he  ffcould  be  attacked.  A  declare  ha?, 
ration  of  the  fame  nature  was  made  by  the  Ambaf-  L 
fador  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  the  Queen  of  Hungary, v-^^ 
while  the  miniftersof  France  andPruflia,  who  were 
in  ftrid  alliance  with  Sweden,  gave  her  to  under- 
itand,  that  they  would  pundually  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements with  the  Court  of  Stockholm,  fiiould  (Ik 
actually  invade  the  Swediih  territories  of  Finland. 
The  fpirit  with  which  the  King  of  Pruflia  exerted 
himfelf  on  this  occafion,  gave  infinite  umbrage  to 
the  Czarina,  who,  indeed,  exprefled  her  refent- 
ment,  by  treating  the  minifter  of  Braadenburgh  with 
contemptuous  ncgloA,  and  even  refufed  to  favour 
him  with  an  audience,  till  he  fhould  be  veiled  with 
the  chaiadier  of  Ambaflador.  Thus  were  fown  the 
feeds  of  mifunderftanding  between  thofe  two  powers, 
which,  in  the  fequel,  grew  up  to  the  moft  bitter 
animofity,  and  ferved  to  inflame  thofe  diflenfions 
which  live  defolatcd  the  faireft  provinces  of  Ger- 
many. The  remonftrance  of  his  Prufllan  Majefty, 
with  refpeft  to  the  troubles  of  the  North,  was  couched 
in  fuch  terms  as  gave  diflatisfa&ion  to  the  Court  of 
Peteriburgh.  The  Ruffian  Minifter  retired  from 
Berlin,  without  the  ceremony  of  taking  leave,  and 
the  Prufllan  Ambaflador  Warendorf  was  recalled 
•  from  the  Court  of  the  Czarina. 

$  XLII.  The  attention  of  his  Britannick  Majefty 
was  not  wholly  engrafted  by  the  difputes  between 
Ruilia  and  Sweden.  He  had  another  obje&  in  view, 
which  more  nearly  concerned  the  intereft  of  his  Ger- 
man dominions  ;  and  had  fet  on  foot  two  negotia- 
tions of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  commerce  and 
advantage  of  Great-Britain.  His  firft  and  principal 
aim  was,  in  conjunction  with  the  Court  of  Vienna, 
to  take  fuch  meafures  as  would  fecure  the  fucceffion 
of  the  Imperial  dignity  to  the  Archduke  Jofeph, 
eldeft  fon  and  heir  to  the  reigning  Emperor.  As 
the  previous  ftep  to  that  elevation,  it  was  propofed 
to  eletSl  this  young  Prince  King  of  the  Romans  t 

and 
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Boo  Kind  for  this  purpofe  it  was  necefiary  to  procure  a 
lllm     majority  not  only  of  the  ele&ors,  but  alfo  in  the  diet 

***7jjp?U  °f  t^le  Empire,  through  which  the  propofal  muft  have 
paflfed.  <*  No  ftone  was  left  unturned  to  reconcile  this 
expedient  to  ■  the  German  Princes.  Subfidies  were 
offered  by  the  maritime  powers  of  England,  and 
the  States-General,  to  the  Ele&ors  of  Mentz  and 
Cologn ;  and  a  treaty  of  the  fame  nature  was  con- 
cluded with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  who,  in  confi- 
der^tion  of 'an  annual  fubiidy,  amounting  to  forty 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  two  thirds  to  be  paid  by 
Britain,  and  the  reft  by  the  States-General,  engaged 
to  keep  in  readinefs  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  infantry, 
as  auxiliaries  to  the  Maritime  Powers,  though  not  to 
a6t  againft  the  Emperor  or  empire ;  and  to  join  the 
intereft  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  in  the  diet,  as  well 
as  in  the  electoral  college.  In  order  to  render 
the  King  of  Poland,  Ele<ftor  of  Saxony,  propitious 
to  this  defign>  he  was  accommodated  with  the  loan 
of  a  very  confiderable  fum,  upon  the  mortgage  of 
certain  bailiwicks  and  lordfhips  belonging  to  the 
Saxon  dominions.  Thus  a  majority  of  the  electors 
was  fecured,  and  fuch  foundations  were  laid  for  the 
fuccefs  of  this  projed,  that  it  was  generally-  believed 
it  would  be  accompliflied  in  his  Britannick  Majefty's 
next  vilit  to  his  German  dominions.  Hopes,  it 
was  faid,  were  given  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  that 
his  concurrence  would  be  gratified  by  erecting  the 
Houfe  of  Hefle-Caflel,  of  which,  he  was  head,  into 
a  tenth  ele&orate.  Arguments  of  an  interefting 
nature  were  ufed  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  the 
Ele&or  Palatine,  that  if  poffible*  the  diet  might 
unanimoully  approve  of  .this  meafure,  fo  neceflary 
for  eftablifhing  the  peace  of  the  empire,  and  pre- 
venting fuch  troubles  as  arofe  from  a  difputed  iuc- 
ceffion  at  the  death  of  Charles  the  Sixth.  Thefe 
endeavours,  however,  did  not  fucceed  in  their  full 
£$tefit, 

-         "  §XLIII. 
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$  XMII.  The  King  of  Pruffia,    as  Ele&or  ofc  hap. 
Brandenbiftgh,  oppofed  the  election  as  unnecefiaiy^J^*^ 
and  improper,  on  account  of  the  health  and  -vigour     ^7^m 
of  the  reigning  Emperor,  and  the  tender  years  of 
the  Archduke.     This  Monarch  had  fet  himfelf  up 
as  a  balance  to  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
which  had  long  afpired  to  abfolute  dominion  over 
its  co-eftates,  and  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  an  here- 
ditary right  of  fucceffion  to  the  empire :  he,  there- 
fore, employed  all  his  influence  to  fruftrate  the  mea- 
fure  propofed,  either  a&uated  by  a  fpirit  of  pure 
patriotifm,  or  infpired  with  defigns  which  he  had 
not  yet  thought  proper  to  declare.    The  opposition 
was  joined  by  the  Eledtor  Palatine,  and  countenanced 
by  the   French  King ;    who  <protefted,    that,    for 
the  fake  of  peace,  he  would  not  oppofe  thisele&ion, 
though  contrary  to  the  Golden  Bull,  provided  it 
Ihould  be  confirmed  »  by  the  unanimous  confent  of 
the  ele&oral  college :  but  fhould  any  one  member 
fignify  his  diflent,  and  he  or  any  itate  of  the  em- 
pire claim  the  prote&ion  and  affiftance  of  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty,  he  could  not  difpenfe  with  grant- 
ing both,  in  confequencc  of  his  being  guarantee  of 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia ;  an  engagement  by  which 
he  was  obliged  to  fuccour  thofe  Princes  and  States 
of  the  empire  who  might  have  recourfe  to  him;  in 
cafe  of  any  grievance  they  fuffered  contrary  to  what 
was  ftipulated  in  that  conftitution.     This  declara- 
tion  co-operating  with  the  known  charafter  of  hk 
Pruflian  Majefty,  whofe  great  army  over-awed -Ha- 
nover and  Bohemia,  in  all  probability  damped  that 
vigour  with  which  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  fcfeitn- 
haufen-  had  hitherto  profecuted  this  iijvportant  nego- 
tiation. ..-.,* 
$  XLIV.  The  fecond  obje&  that  employed  the 
attention  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  tfas  the  eftablifh*. 
ment  of  the  precife  limits  of   Acadik,  or  Nova~> 
Scotia,  where  the  new  colony  had  fuffered  great  > 
mifchief  and  interruption  from  the  incurlions  of  the 

Indians, 
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book  Indians,  excited  to  thcfc  outrages  by  die  fubjects 
lllm     and  emifiaries  of  France,.     Commiflaries  had  been 
#750.    appointed,  by  .both  crowns,  to  meet  at  Paris,  and 
compromife  thefe.  difputes :  but  the  conferences  were 
rendered  abortive  by  every  art  of  cavilling,    chica- 
nery, and  procraftination,  which  the  French  commif- 
fioners  oppofed  to  the  juftice  and  perfpicuity  of  the 
Englifti  claims.     They  not  only  misinterpreted  trea- 
ties though  exprefled  with  the    utmoft    ptecifion, 
and   perplexed  the  conferences  with  difficulties  and 
matter  foreign  to  the  fubjedt,  but  they  earned  the 
finefle  of  perfidy  fo  far  js  to  produce   falfe  charts 
and  maps  of  the  country,  in  which  the  rivers  and 
boundaries  were  mifplaced  and  mifreprefented.    At 
this  time  alfo  the  infincerity  of  the  French  Court 
appeared   in   affedted  delays  and  artful  objections, 
with  refpedt  to  the  evacuation  of  the  neutral  iflands 
in  the  Weft-Indies  ;  and  the  Governors  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  plantations,  in  different  parts  of  North- America, 
transmitted  intelligence,  that  the  French  had  begun 
to  make  encroachments  on  the  bank  of  the  Engliih 
colonies. 

§  XLV.  Perhaps  the  precarious  footing  on  which 
the  peace  flood  between  Great-Britain  and  France 
at  this  juncture,  and  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs  in 
Germany,  determined  the  miniftry  of  England  to 
compromife  all  differences  with  Spain,  upon  fuch 
terms  as  at  any  other  time  they  would  hardly  have 
embraced.  In  order  to  difcufs  thofe  points  between 
the  two  nations,  which  had  not  been  fettled  by  the 
treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  conferences  were  alfo  be- 
gun at  Madrid,  and  carried  on  by  Mr.  Keene,  ple- 
nipotentiary to  his  Britannick  Majefty,  and  Don 
Jofeph  de  Carvajal  and  Lancaftro,  the  Spanifh  King's 
minifter.  At  length  a  treaty  was  concluded 
on  thefe  conditions :  The  King  of  Spain  engaged 
to  pay,  in  three  months,  to  the  South-fea  company 
of  England,  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
as  an  indemnification  for  all  claims  upon  his  crown, 

by 
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by  virtue  of  the  Afliento.    In  other  refpe&s,   thee  hap. 
trade  and  navigation  of  the  Englifh  to  the  ports 
of  Spain  were  regulated  by  former  treaties.     It  wasv 
ftipulated,   That  they  ihould  pay  no  other  duties 
than  thofe  that  were  exa&ed  of  them  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  of  Spain :  That  they  fhould  be  treated 
on  the  footing  of  the  moft  favoured  nations;    and 
continue  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  taking  fait  at  the 
ifland  of  Tortuga/   But  there  was  no  article  re- 
ftridting  the  Spanifh  guarda  coftas  from  fearching 
the  Britifh  veflels  on  the  high  feas :   although,   as 
we  have  already  obferved,  this  infolent  prerogative, 
aflumed  without  right,   and  exercifed  without  hu- 
manity, was,  in  effe<ft,  the  original  and  fole  caufe  of 
the  late  rupture,  which  had  been  attended  with  fuch 
enormous  expence  to  thtf  nation.     It  muft  be  owned, 
however,  that  his  Catholick  Majefty  was  at  this  pe- 
riod extremely  well  difpofed  to  live  upon  good  terms 
with  Great-Britain.    He  was  refolved  to  indulge  his 
people  with  the  bleffings  of  peace,  to  propagate  a  fpi- 
rit  of  induftry  throughout  his  dominions,  and  in  par- 
ticular, to  encourage  commerce,  which  he  forefaw 
would  prove  a  much  more  certain  and  inexhauftible 
fource  of  wealth,  power,  and  influence,  than  all  the 
treafures  he  could  drain  from  the  mine*  of  Mexico 
and  Peru.     His  refolutions  on  this  interefting  fubjeft 
were  chiefly  dire&ed  by  Don  Richardo  Wall,  who 
now  a&ed  as  his  minifter  at  London ;  a  gentleman 
of  Irifh  extract,  who  had  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in 
the  field  as  well  as  in  the  cabinet,  and  poflefled  the 
joint  qualifications  of  a  general  and  a  ftatefman.     He 
had,  by  virtue  of  a  paflport,  come  over  privately  to 
England  before  the  peace,   in  order  to  pave  the 
way  for  the  treaty,  by  a  fecret  negociation  with  the 
Englifh  minifters ;  but  immediately  after  the  peace 
was  proclaimed,   he  appeared  in  the  character  of 
Ambafladbr.    He  was  poflefled  of  the  moft  infinuat- 
ing  addrefs,   (hrewdr   penetrating,    and  ihquifitive. 
While  he  refided  in  London,  he  fpared  no  pains  in 
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Boo  Klearning  the  nature  of  thofe  manufa&ures,  and  that 
J^  commerce,  by  which  Great-Britain  had  been  fo  re- 
markably aggrandized ;  and  on  his  return  to  Spain, 
where  in  a  little  time  he  was  placed  at  the  helm  of 
affairs,  he  turned  the.  knowledge  he  had  thus  ac- 
quired to  the  advantage  of  his  country.     He  not 
only  promoted  the  ufeful  arts,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Spain,  but  demonftrated  the  infinite  advantage  that 
would  acqrue  from  an  a&ive  trade,  which  the  Spa- 
niards had  for  many  ages  negle6ted  ;  and  in  a  few 
years  their  fhips  were  feen  to  fwarm  in  all  the  com- 
mercial ports  of  Europe.     Of  other  foreign  events 
which  diftinguilhed  this  fummer,  the  mod  remark- 
able was  the  death  of  John,  King  of  Portugal,  who 
perfe£ly  underftood,  and  fteadily  purfued^  the  truein- 
tercfts  of  his  country,  and  in  whom  many  princely 
qualities  were  debafed  by*  a  cruel  fpirit  of  bigotry  and 
fuperftition.     He  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon 
Jofeph,  who  if  he  has  fallen  fhort  of  his  father  in 
fonxe  refpe&s,  cannot  be  juftly  charged  with  having 
inherited  this  paternal  weaknefs. 

$  XLVL  The  King  of  Great-Britain  having  re- 
turned to  England,  opened  the  feffion  of  Parliament 
in  January  with  a  fpeech,  importing,  That  he  had 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Spain,  and 
amicably  adjufted  fuch  differences  as  could  not  be  fo 
properly  compromifed  in  a  general  treaty :  That 
the  commerce  of  this  nation  with  that  country  was 
re-eftablifhed  upon  the  mod  advantageous  and,fure 
foundations ;  and  that  there  was  the  greateft  reafon 
to  hope  the  ancient  friendship  between  Great-Bri- 
tain and  Spain  would,  from  mutual  inclination  as  well 
as  interefl,  be  now  effe&ually  reftored.  He  told 
them,  that  in  conjunction  with  the  Emprefs-Queen 
and  the  States-General,  he  had  concluded  a  treaty 
with  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  ;  and  wis  employed  in 
taking  fuch  further  meafures  as  might  beft  tend  to 
ftrengthen  and  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  Empire, 
fupport  its  fyftem,  and  timely  anticipate  fuch* events 

as 
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as  had  been  found  by  experience  to  endanger  the  c  H  A  p. 
common  caufe,  involve  Europe  in  the  calamities  of  *• 
war,  and  occafion  the  lofs  of  much  blood  and  trea-v-^£^ 
fure  to  thefe  kingdoms.  He  promifed,  that  both 
thefe  treaties  fhould  be  fubje&ed  to  their  perufal: 
he  gave  them  to  iinderftand,  that  he  had  received 
from  all  the  other  contra6ling  powers  in  the  defini- 
tive treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  the  mod  foil  and 
clear  declarations  of  their  refolution  to  preferve  the 
general  peace;  and  that  he  had  taken  care  to  confo- 
lidate  the  ties  of  union  and  frieftdfhip  between  him 
and  his  allies,  the  better  to  fecure  their  mutual,  in- 
terefts,  maintain  the  peace  already  fubfifting,  and 
prevent  the  occafion  of  any  future  rupture.  Finally, 
he  recommended  unanimity,  the  improvement  of 
commerce,  and  the  effectual  fuppreffion  of  fuch  out- 
rages and  violences  as  are  inconfiftent  with  good  order 
and  government,  and  endanger  the  lives  and  proper- 
ties of  the  fubje6t,  whofe  happinefs  and  flourifhing 
condition  he  had  entirely  at  heart. 

$  XLVII.  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an 
addrefs  of  thanks,  couched  in  terms  that  favoured 
of  the  mofif  implicit  complaifance,  approbation,  and 
acquiefcence  in  the  meafures  which  the  Crown  had 
taken,  the  Earl  of  Eg — t,  and  fome  other  anti- 
courtiers,  affirmed,  that  fuch  an  addrefs  would  be  . 
equally  fervile  and  abfurd.  They  obferved,  That 
nothing  could  be  more  prepofterous  than  a  blind  ap- 
probation of  meafures  which  they  did  not  know: 
That  nothing  could  be  more  ridiculous  than  their 
congratulatibns  on  -the  prefent  happy  tranquillity, 
when  almoft  every  day's  news-papers  informed  them 
of  fome  Britifh  (hips  being  feized  by  the  Spaniards, 
or  fome  new  attack  made  by  the  French  on  our  in- 
fent  colony  in  Nova-Scotia.  With  refpedl  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  they  affirmed,  that  the  tran- 
quillity of  Germany  would  have  been  upon  a  much 
more  fblid  foundation,  had  England  never  interpofed 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Empire:  in  that  cafe  the  Princes 

would 
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Boo  K  would  of  tliemfelves  have  fupported  the  conftitution 
**IL     of  their  own  country:  That  the  ele&ion  of  an  infant 
jy^^for  the  King  of  the  Romans  was  much  more  likely  to 
difturb  than  eftablifh  the.  tranquillity  of  Europe;  be- 
caufe  it  would  help  to  overturn  the  conftitution  of 
the  Empire,  by  rendering  the  Imperial  dignity  here- 
ditary in  one  Houfe,  inftead  of  being  the  refult  of  a 
free  ele&ion.     They  took  notice,  that  the  conftitu- 
tion had   provided  Vicars  to  govern  the  Empire 
during  the  vacancy  of  the  Imperial  throne ;  but  had 
made  no  proviiion  of  regents,  prote&ors,  or  guar- 
dians, for  a  minor  Emperor,  becaufe  it  was  never 
fuppofed  that  a  minor  would  be  cbofen.     They  in- 
veighed againft  the  late  treaty  with  Spain;  in  which, 
they  faid,  the  tyiiniftry,  for  the  paltry  fum  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  pouiids,  had  given  up  the  claims 
of  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  other  Briti(h  mer- 
chants,  who  had  fuffered  from  depredations  to  the 
'  amount  of   one   million   three   hundred   thoufand 
pounds;  and  bartered  away  the  freedom  of  our  trade 
and  navigation,   by  leaving  untouched  that  prero- 
gative which  the  Spaniards  have  affumed  of  fcarch- 
ing  the  Britifh  fhips  in  the  open  feas,  and  confiscating 
'  them  fhould  they  find  on  board  the  leaft  particle 
of  what  they  called  contraband  merchandize.     They 
produced  an  inftance  of  an  Englifh  flap,  lately  driven 
by  ftrefs  of  weather  into  one  of  the  ports  of  the 
Spanifh  Weft-Indies,  where  fhe  was  fearched,  feized, 
and  condemned,  under  this  pretence.     They  reca- 
pitulated the  conduct  of  the  French,  who,  in  the 
-  midft  of  their  declarations  of  peace  and  moderation, 
were  ftill  employed  in  fortifying  their  fettlements  on 
the  neutral  iflands,  as  well  as  in  haraffing  and  en- 
croaching upon  our  plantations  in  North-America. 
They  exclaimed  againft  the  treaty  of  fubfidy  with 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  or  any  other  Prince  in  time 
of  peace  ;  obferving,  that  for  fome  years  the  nation 
had  paid  fuch  penfions  to  the  Danes  and  the  Hef-' 
fians  ;  but,  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  war,  the  former 

abandoned 
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abandoned  our  interefts,  and  the  latter  actually  tookc  H  a  p. 
arms  againft  Great-Britain.     They  affirmed,    that      '• 
the  fubfidy  was  greater  than  the  nation  could  fpare;V^^° 
for,  unlefs  the  land-tax  (hould  be  continued  at  four 
lhillings  in  the  pound,  they  could  not  afford  a  (hil- 
ling to  any  Prince  in  Germany,  without  encroaching 
upon  the  finking-fund.     "  At  fuch  a  juncture  (faid 
44  a  certain  member)  will  any  gentlemen  prefume  to 
"  propofe  the  continuation  of  fuch  an  impofition  on 
"  the  land-holder,  for  the  lake  of  bribing  the  Princes 
"  of  Germany  to  do  what?— to  preferve  the  free- 
"  dom  and  independency  of  their  native  country. 
"  I  fay,  Princes  of  Germany,  becaufe  this  fubfidy  to 
'■  Bavaria  will  iignify  nothing  unlefs  we  take  half  a 
"  fcore  more  of  them  into  our  pay ;  and  when  we 
"  have  thus  indulged  them  for  feven  years  of  peace, 
"  they  may  give  us  the  flip,   as  others  have  done, 
u  whenever    another    war    fhould    be    declared/* 
Againft  thefe  objections  the  motion  was  fupported 
by  Mr.  William  Pitt,  at  this  time  an  advocate  for 
the  miniftry.     He  obferved,  that  the  addrefs  was  no 
more  than  the  ufual  compliment  to  the  Throne, 
which  did  not  imply  an  obligation  on  the  Parliament 
to  approve  of  meafures  which  they  might  find  caufe 
to  cenfure  upon  further  inquiry.    He  faid,  the  trivial 
difputes  (till  fubfifting  between  this  nation  and  the 
Spaniards,    or  French,   would  foon   be  terminated 
amicably,  and  could  never  affedi  the  genera!  tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  which  was  to  be  eftabliflied  upon 
a  firm  alliance  between  his  Majefty  and  fuch  a  con- 
federacy upon  the  Continent  as  would  be  an  over- 
match for  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.     He  expatiated 
upon  his  Majefty's  wifdom  in  taking  off  from  the 
French  intereft  fuch  a  powerful  Prince  as  the  Ele&or 
of  Bavaria,  and  concerting  other  falutary  meafures 
for  preserving  the  balance  of  power  on  the  Conti- 
nent.   He  defended  the  articles  of  the  late  treaty 
*ith  Spain ;  obferving,  that  what  remained  of  the 
Afliento  contract  was  a  matter  of  very  little  confe- 
rence to  the  South-fea  Company  5    that  the  de- 
mands 
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b  o  ok  mands  o£  this  company*. . and-  Qttet  Bofffo «yw- 
m.     chattts,  were  ail  cancelled  by  Jta^£tttf£^|^p^ 

^^^AVid  more  than  recomp«mfed  tcrthe  nation  1*7  <lg&tf 
balanpe  of  captures  during  the  war,  j&$ell  a^by^ 
grpatttaSick  carried,  on  with  the  Spajrifhrfetttapawm 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  after  it  had  been.-laid  open  .by 
the  demolition  of  their  fortrefles;  He  aflelrtesfc  that 
by.this  treaty  the  Court  of  Spain  had  made  qiany 
important  conceffions:  they  had  condefcended  to  pay 
a. great  fum  to  the  South- fea  Company:  they  bad 
confented  to  the  rc-eitabli(hment  of  the  Britift  jrade 
in  Spain,  upon  a  very  advantageous  and  folid  foot: 
ing,  by  agreeing  that  the  fubje&s  of  Great-J3ritai$ 
fhould  pay  no  other  duties  on  merchandize  than  jhofc 
exacted  of  his  Catholick  Majefty's  own  fubje&s,  jad 
to  abolifh  all  innovations  that  had  been  introduced 
into  the  commerce.  He  affirmed,  that  the  article 
of  No  Search  was  astipulation  which  it  would  have 
been  ridiculous  to  infill  upon ;  and .  thought  proper 
to  obviate  a  reproach  which  he  forefaw  the  oppofi- 
tion  would  throw  upon  him,  from  the  circumflancc 
of  his  having,  upon  a  former  occafion,  heartily  con- 
curred in  a.  motion  for  an  addrefs,  That  no  treaty  of 
peace  with  Spain  fhould  be  admitted,  unlefs  fycha 
fiipulation  fhould  be  fkft  obtained  as  a  preliminary. 
He  owned  he  had  flrenuoufly  contended. for  (jack* 
motion,  becaufe  at  that  time,  being  very  young  ami 
fanguine,  he  thought  it  right  and  reasonable  t*  but 
he  was  now  ten  years  older,  had  confidered  meters 
more*  coolly,  and  was  convinced  that  the  privilege 
qf  No  Search,  with  refpedt  to  Britifh  veflels  bailing 
near  the  American  fhore,  would  never  be  obtained* 
Jtalefs  Spain  .fhould.  be  brought  fo  low  &&  to  acquiefce 
in  any  terms  we  as -vigors  might  propofe. .  -He  lik*? 
wife,  fignified  his  comvi&ionj  that  all  addrcfie*  ftggt 
ifer.-Houfe  of-  Commons^duringrtbe  cgutfs  afr* y/Qfc 
for^refcribing.termsof  peace,  were  in  theflftfelvc*r 
ridiculous.;  and  that  -every  fuch  -addrefs  -w>u»  30  en- 
croachment jonutheJKjbg's  4>PC»jp^w>oJ«iya3*^^ 
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always  been  attended  with  unluckly  confluences,  c  h  a  p. 
How  £tf  thefe  arguments  are  fatisfa&ory,  conclufive,     *• 
and  confiftcnt,  we  (hall  leave  to  the  reader's  deter*  ^w^ 
mination.     Certain  it  is,  they  were  adopted  by  the 
majority,  and  the  addrefs  was  prefented  without  fur- 
ther oppofition. 

$  XLVIII.  The  two  grand  committees  appointed 
to  difcufs  the  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  the  • 
funds  upon  which  they  were  to  be  railed,  proceeded, 
as  ufual,  under  the  direction  of  the  miniftry;~yet  not 
without  fome  vehement  oppofition,  in  which  certain 
fervants  of  the  Crown  exprefied  the  moft  hearty  con-  , 
currence.  When  a  motion  was  made  for  reducing 
the  number  of  feamen  to  eight  thoufand,  Mr.  W. 
Pitt,  Mr.  Littelton,  and  Mr.  G.  Grenville  oppofed 
it  with  all  their  might  of  argument  and  elocution  ; 
but  they  were  over-ruled.  Annual  debates  were 
alio  revived,  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  upon  the  num- 
ber of  troops  constituting  the  Handing  army;  but 
the  other  refolutions  of  die  grand  committees  met 
with  little  or  no  oppofition.  The  number  of  fea- 
men for  the  enfuing  year  was  limited  to  eight  thou- 
fand :  and  that  of  the  Handing  forces  continued  at 
eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven,  ef- 
fective men,  including  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen  invalids.  The  Commons  granted  a  con- 
fiderable  fum  of  money  for  paying  off  the  principal 
of  fuch  redeemable  ftocks  as  had  not  been  fub-  , 
fcribed,  in  purfuance  of  two  a&s  palled  in  the  laft 
feffion  for  reducing  the  inteteft  of  annuities.  Thirty 
thoufand  pounds  were  given  for  fulfilling  the  King's 
engagement  with  the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria:  large  grants 
were  made  for  fupplying  deficiencies,  and  replacing, 
films  borrowed  from  the  finking-fund.  The  ex- 
pence  incurred  by  the  new  colony  in  Nova-Scotia, 
not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  exceeded  fifty-feven 
thoufand  pounds ;  and  the  maintenance  of  it  for  the 
enfuing  year  was  fixed  at  fifty-three  thoufand  nine. 
hundred  and, twentjrrf wen  pounds,  fourteen  (hillings, 

TK.ni.  X  and 
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ioo  Rahdfoitrvpence.  An  eniortmms  charge  L,i£.yn 
^^^fitter  to  lioW  little  purpofe  all  this  bounty  Was*  tiL 
,^0,.  flowed.  A  ftriid  was  eftablifhed  under  the  fariSlol 
of  Parliament,  for  the  relief  and  riiaintenancc  of  the^ 
widows  of -fca-rofficcrs^  by  allowing^  upon  the  books 
of  every  (hip*  of  war  in  fea-pay,  the  wages  and  yio 
iu$3  of.  one  man  for  every  hundred  of  which  the 
Complement  fhall  confift,  for  fuch  time  only. as  the 
number  of  men  employed  in  the  ferviee  of  the  Royal 
nary  {hall  not  exceed  twenty  thoufand.  *  This. was 
an  additional  .indulgence,  over  and  abfcve  the  al- 
lowance of  one  man  granted  by  a  former  a6l  of  Par- 
liament* .  On  the  whole,  the  provifions  of  this  Year 
amounted  to  'five  millions  one  hundred  twenty-five 
thoufand  twenty-three  pounds,  eleven  (hillings,  and 
feven-pence,'  to  be  railed  by  the  ufual  duties:  the 
fom  of  one  million  twenty-fix  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred feverit)y-fix  pounds,  four  (hillings,  and  fix-pence, 
tf<hranced  by  the  Bank  of  England,  to  pay  oft  their 
bwn  unfebftribed  annuities,  for  which  they  accepted 
flfcaJhequer-bills  at  three  per  cent,  intereft;  by  the 
land-tax  at  three  {hillings  in  the  pound;  a  lottery  and 
'artnurfies,  it  the  fate  of  three  per  cent.  per.  ann.  to 
be  charged  on  the  finking-fund,  redeemable  By 
l^afliament.  -The  annual  meafure  called  tlie  mutiny- 
:b8I  wad  not  paflcd  without  difpute  and  altercation: 
ibtne  alterations  were  propofed,  but  not  adopted; 
£nd  the  fentences  6f  court-martials  (HU  fubjfccteci  to 
Wie  revrfioh.  .  .:'•'■ 

§  XLIX.  In, the  midft  of  thefe  deliberations,  the 
kingdom  was  alarmed  tfrith  an  event  which  ~over- 
-tfrheinied  the  people  with  grief  and  confternatiob. 
jfris  Rdyal  Highncfs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  confe- 
icjttence  x£  a  cold  caught  in  his  garden  at  KeUr,  was 
ieiied  with  a  pleuretick  diforder ;  and,  after  a  fhort 
-iftnefs,'  expired  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Marcte,  to 
the  unfpeakable  affti&ion  of  his  Royal  Confort,  and 
:the  unfeigned  forrow  of  all  who  wifhed  well  to  their 
*C€*mtry;  :Th»  CT£eH?nt  Prince^who.  now  died  in 
Jt<^  £*<•   £i<&  ~ £•*•"-  *£~*,*<*~sS  ^  ,£*<<-  the 
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the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  was  poftcfled  of  weryC  hap. 
amiable  quality  which  could  engage  the  affe&ion  °f^*ll* 
the  people,  a  tender  and  obliging  hufband,   a  fond    17^. 
parent,  a  kind  matter,  liberal,  generous,  candid,  and 
humane ;  a  munificent  patron  of  the  arts,   an  un- 
wearied friend  to  merit ;  well  difpofed  to  aflert  the 
rights  of  mankind  in  general,  and  warmly  attached 
to  the  intereft  of  Great-Britain-     The  nation  could 
not  but  be  afflidled  at  feeing  a  Prince  of  fuch  ex- 
peditions ravilhed  from  their  hopes ;  and  their  grief 
was  the  better  founded,  as  the  King  had  already  at- 
tained to  an  advanced  age,  and,  the  heir-apparent* 
George,  .now  Prince  of  Wales,  was  a  minor. 

§  L.  His  Majefty,  forefceing  all  the  inconveni-Ao.i7Ji# 
ences,  which  might  arife  from  a  minority,  deliberated 
with  his  council  on  this  fubjedt,  and  refolved  to  ob* 
tain  a  parliamentary  fan&ion  for  the  meafures  judged 
neceflary  to  fecure  the  fucceffion.  With  this  viev* 
he  fent  a  mefiage  to  both  Houfes  on  the  twenty- 
fixth  day  of  April,  importing,  That  nothing  could 
conduce  fo  much  to  the  prefervfction  of  the  Protcftant 
fucceffion  in  his  Royal  Family, <  as  proper  provifiortl 
for  the  tuition  of  the  perfon  of  his  mcceflbr,  and  for 
the  regular  adminiftration  of  the  government,  in 
cafe  the  fucceflbr  fhould  be  of  tender  years :  his 
Majefty,  therefore,  earneftly  recommended  thb 
weighty  affair  to  the  deliberation  of  Parliament; 
and  propofed,  that  when  the  Imperial*  Crown  of 
thefe  realms  fhould  defcend  to  any  of  the  l&tt 
Prince's  fons,  being  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
his  mother,  the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales,  fhould 
be  guardian  of  his  perfon,  and  regent  of  thefe  king* 
doms,  until  he  ihould  attain  the  age  of  majority, 
with  fuch  powers  and  limitations  as  fhould  appetf 
neceflary  and  expedient  for  thefe  purpofes.  This 
meflage  produced  a  very  affc&ionate  addrefs,  pro* 
mifing  to  take  the  affair  into  their  ferious  conside- 
ration ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  May  the.  Duke  of 
Newcaftlc  prefented  to  th«  Houfc  of  Peers  a  bill 

xa  to 
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BOO  K to.  provide  for  the  adminiftration  of  government,  in 
^JJ^^cafe.  the  crown  ihould  defcend  to  a  minor.  The 
i7i  t.  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed,  whea 
afecond  meflage  arrived  from  his  Majefty,  tecom- 
mending  to  their  confideration  the  fettlementof  fuch 
a  cduncil  of  regency  as  the  bill  propofed,  confiiting 
Qf  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
who  at  that  time  commanded  the  army,  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Lord  High  Treafurer,  or  Firft  Lord  CommilHoner 
of  the  Treafury,  the  Prefident  of  the  Council,  the 
Lord  Privy«*Seal,  the  Lord  High-Admiral  of  Great- 
Britain,  or  Firft  Commiffiqner  of  the  Admiralty,  the 
two  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  the  'Lord 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  KingVBench ;  all  thefe  great 
officers,  except  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke,  for 
the  time  being.  This  bill  did  not  pafs  through  the 
Lower  ffoufe  without  violent  debate  and  bitter  iar- 
caftns.  The  council  of  regency,  though  efpovled 
by  all  the  miniftry,  including  the  Paymafter-gencral, 
fnct  with  fierce  oppofition,  as  an  unneceflary  and 
fetal  reftri&ion,  that  would  impede  the  machine  of 
government,  and,  as.  the  council  was  conftituted, 
might  be  productive  of  the  mod  pernicious  confe- 
rence; Some  of  the  members  ventured  even  to 
Infinuate-.the  danger  of  leaving  at  the  head  of  a  large 
{landing  army  a  Prince  of  the  Blood  veiled  with  a 
fhare  of  the  regency,  poflTefled  of  great  perfonal  in- 
fluence* the  daning  of  the  fqldiery,  brave,  popular, 
and  enterprifing :  fuppofed  not  wholly  devoid  of 
ambition*  and  npt-  at  all  remarkable  for  any  fymp- 
toms  of;  extraordinary-  affe&ion  towards  the  perfon 
of  th$.heirrapparent.  The  Hiftory  of  Englanid  was 
ranfacked  for  invidious  inftances  of  Royal  uncles  and 
regents,  who  had  injured  the  Sovereigns,  and  dif- 
treffed  the, government,  by  their  pride,,  croelty,  and 
ambition.  , The* chara&efs, of  John  Lackland,  and 
^txx£:Gm*\t,m  Humphrey  and  Richard  Dukes  of 
Gkateffftcr, .  were  called  in  review#  canvafled,  cpm- 

,.   •  pared, 
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pared,  and  quoted,  with  fome  odious  applications  :c  HAP. 
but  the  majority,  being  convinced  of 'die'toyai^vfv-' 
virtue,    integrity,    and  great  abilities  of  his  Royal:  l7iU 
Highnefs,  to  whom  the  nation  owed  obligations  of 
the  moft  important  nature,  pafled  the  bill  with  a  few 
amendments,  in  which  the  Lords  acquiefced;  and  in 
a  little  time  it  received  the  Royal  fan&ion. 

§  LI.  The  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  fatal 
to  a  bill  which  had  been  brought  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,    for  naturalizing  all  foreign  Proteftants 
who  fhould  fettle  within  the  dominions  of  Great- 
Britain.       Political    arithmeticians    have    generally 
taken  it  for  granted,  that  to  every  commercial  na-' 
tion  an  increafe  of  people  is  an  increafetof  opulence;* 
and  this  maxim  is  certainly  true,  on  the  fiippofitton* 
that  every  individual  is  induftrious,  arid  that  there,  ii 
a  fufficient  field  for  employment ;  but  all  thefe  geV 
neral  maxims  ought  to  be  received  fonder  certain- 
qualifications.     When  all  branches  of  manufa&ufeT 
are  overftocked,  an  addition  of  workmfen  will  doubt^ 
lefs  be  an  additional  incumbrance  on  the  comm'u-: 
nity.     In  the  debates  which  this  bill  produced,  the 
members  of  the  minifty  were  divided  among  them-^ 
felves.   The  meafure  was  enforced  by  the  Chancellor: 
of  the  Exchequer,   Mr.  W.  Pitt,   and  Mr.  Littel-: 
ton ;  and  in  oppofing  it  the  Earl  of  Egmont  wasf 
joined  by  Mr.' Fox,   Secretary  at  War.     Petitions. 
and  counter-petitions  were  prefented  by  the  mer-j 
chants  of  London,  Briftol,  and  other  trading1  towns : 
of  the  kingdom.     All  merchants  and  traders  of  fo-* 
reign  extra&ion  exerted  themfelves  VigoroUfly"  in  jts:   ' 
behalf,  and  it  was  without  doubt  countenanced  by. 
the  adminiflration ;    but  the  proje&  wis  odious  to* 
the  people  in  general.    The  Lord-Mayor,  'Alders 
men,  and  Commons  of  London,  in  Coirtmon-Cfcun*T 
cil  aflembled,  compofed  a  remonftrance  to  the  Lower  • 
Horife;.  fetting  forth  the  danger  and  inutility  of* a* 
general  naturalization  of  foreign  Proteftants.     A  pe*? 
titicm  of  the  merchants  and  principal  inhabitants  of 
.  -  -   t  Briftd 
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B  o  p  KBriftoI  reprefented  that  fuch  a  law  would  be  preju- 

ij^'ditial  to  the  trade  ^md  commerce  of  this  kingdom, 

J7|i.    ^y  preventing  many  induftrious  artificers  from  pro- 

' " .  curing  a  fufficient  fupport  for  themfelves  and  their 

-  families,  and  of  confequence  increafing  the  rates  of 

the  poor  r  that  the  introduction  of  fuch  a  number  cf 

•  4  foreigner^  inftead  of  being  a  fupport  to  the  prefent 
.  happy  eftablifhment,  might  endanger  the  very  bafis 
,  of  our  conftitution :    that  it  would  greatly  tend  to 

the  diminution  of  our  manufactures,  as  many  ftraqgers 
would  doub'tlefs  come  and  refide  in  England  for  a 
tilhe,  in  order  to  learn  the  methods  and  management 
of  our  manufactures  and'artificers ;  and,  after  having 
obtained  this  inftruCtion,  return  to  their  native 
countries,  where  they  would  eftablifh  and  cany  on 
works  of  the  fame  nature.  The  twentieth  day  of 
March  being  appointed  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  it  was  poftponed,  in  confequence  of  the  unfor- 
tunate death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales;  and  other  peti- 
tions from  different  cities  of  the  kingdom  being 
muiiered  againft  it  in  the  fequel,  the  miniftry  did 
Hot  think  proper  to  perfift  in  any  unpopular  meafare 
at  fuch  a  delicate  conjuncture ;  fo  the  bill  was  do 
more  brought  upon  the  carpet.  Divers  other  regu- 
lations, relating  to  civil  policy  as  well  as  to  the 
commerce  of  GTeat-Britain,  were  propounded  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  thefe  propofals  proved 
abortive,  either  becaufe  they  appeared  cruae  and 
indigefted  in  themfelves,  or  the  Houfe  could  not 
obtain  proper  information  touching  the  allegations 
they  contained. 

is  LI1.  There  were  no  other  tran&Ciions  in  this 
feflion,  except  the  concurrence  of  both  Houfes  in 
:  itigmatifing  a  printed  .paper,  intitled,  "Conftitu- 
«*  tional  Queries,  earfteftly  recommended  to  the  fe- 
u  ribus  confederation  of  every  true  Briton;"  and 
•  •  •  :  the  fteps  taken  by  the  Commons,  in  confequeace  of 
the  commotions  occafioned  by  the  Weftminfter  elec- 

*  ricm. -'Th<?»b<W-®«tttiefee4;|» 

*  "•  \     .  _  conveyed 
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cotfveyeil  by  letter  to  the  majority  of  both  Houfes/c  hap. 
was  commvirijcated  to  the  Lor^s  in  tfye  month  ©f  j}** 
Janaarybjrtbe  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  moved    l75JU 
for  refolutions  againft  it  as  a  feditious  libel,  and  that 
the  concurrence  of  the  Commons  might  be  defired. 
A  conference  accordingly  enfued,  and  both  Houfes 
concurred  in  voting  the  paper  a  falfe,    malicious, 
fcandalous,  infamous,  and  feditious  lifciel,  containing 
the  moft  falfe,  audacious,  and  abominable  calumpies     , 
and  indignities  ppon  his  Majefty,  and  the  moft:  pre- 
fumptuous  and  wicked  infinuatipns  th^t  our  laws, 
liberties,  and  properties,  and  the  excellent,  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  kingdom,  were  in  danger  under  his  Ma- 
jefty's  legal,  mild,  and  gracious  government,*  witji 
intent  to  inftil  groundlefs  fufpicions  and  je^oyfies 
into  the  minds  of  his  Majefty's  good  .fubje^s,.  and 
to  alienate  their  affedtions  from  his  Majefty  an^  tl^e 
{loyal  Family.     It  was;  therefore,  refolved  -by.  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal    and  Commons    in 
Parliament  aflembled  ;  That,  in  abhorrence  apd  de- 
teftation  of  fuch  abominable  and  feditious  practices, 
the  paper  fhould  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman  in  the  new  Palace  yard  of  Weltmin- 
fter;   and  this  fentence  was  executed  accordingly. 
Then  they  prefented  an  addrefs  to  .his  Majefty*  de- 
fining that  the  moft  feffe&ual  m^ns  ,migh£  be  taken 
for  difcovering  the  author,  printer,  or  publiftier,  that 
he  or  they  might  be  brought  to  condign  punifbment. 
Directions  were  given  for  this  purpofe ;  but  without 
effeA.    Thofe  concerned  in  wnting,vprinting  and  cir- 
culating the  paper,  had  adled  with  fucji  caution,  that 
not  one  of  them  was  ever  difcovered;      -    • 

$  LIIL  The  proceedings  of  the  Common*,  with 
refpeit  to  the  eledtion  pf  a  burgefs  for  Wierfminfter 
were  attended  with  fome  extraordinary  rTrcum- 
ftances,  which  yrefhall  now  record,  for  tte.edifica- 
tion  of  thofe  who  pique  themfelve?  on,  die.  privi- 
leges of  a  Britiih  fubjeft.  We  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  jgajprtty  appearing,  on  the  jpqll  fpr 
-  ...^    •  hotd 
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B  CO  icLord  Trentham,  the  adherents  of  the  other  catftK- 
■    Hi.     date,  Sir  George  Vandeput,'  dethanded  a  fcnitiny, 
v-^^  which  was  granted  by  the  High-bailiff  of  Weftn^irt- 
fter,  the  returning  officer.     During  this  tedious  ixi- 
veftigation,  which  rolled  chiefly  on  the  qualifications 
of  voters,  he  a&ed  with  fuch  addrefs  and  feemirig 
candour  as  gave  entire  fatisfa&ion  to  both  parties; 
till  at  length   he   determined  in  favour  ot    Lewd 
Trentham,  whom  he  returned  as  duly  ele&ed.    Thofe 
who  ftiled  themfelves  the  Independent  Electors  did 
not  acqujefce  in  this  determination  without  clamour, 
reproach,  menaces,  and  riot.    They  taxed  Mr.  Leigh, 
the  High-bailiff,  with  partiality  and  injuftice :  they 
loudly  affirmed,  that  minifteriar  influence  had  been 
ufed  in  the  moil  fcandalous  manner ;  and,  finally, 
joined  Sir  George  Vandeput  in  a  petition  to  the 
Lower  Houfe;  complaining 'of  an  undue  ele&ion  and 
return  of  a  member  for  the  city  of  Weflminfter. 
The  Commons,  inftead  of  inquiring  into  the  merits" 
of   thefe  petitions,  ordered  them   to  lie  upon  the 
table;  and,  without  any  complaint  from  any  perfon 
whatever,  a  motion  was  made  that  Leigh,  the  High- 
bailiff,  ihould  attend  the  Houfe  immediately,  in  or- 
der to  make  them  acquainted  with  what  he  had  done 
in  purfuance  of  the  directions  he  had  formerly*  re- 
ceived from  that  Houfe,  touching  the  execution  of 
the  writ  for  electing  a  new  member  to  reprefent  the* 
city  Of  Weflminfter.     As  this  motion  had  been  pre- 
concerted,  Leigh  was  attending  in  the  lobby,  and 
immediately  called  into  the  Houfe  to  be  examined 
oft  this  fubje<ft.     Having,  in  the  courfe  of  his  exa- 
mination, alledged  that  the  election  had  been  pro- 
traded  by  affected  delays,  he  was  alked  by  whom, 
_#nd  by  what  means  ;    but,  before  he  could  anfwer, 
.  the  Earl  of  Egmont,  interpofing,  obje&ed  to  the 
aueftion  as  improper,  and  moved  for  the  order  of 
tne  day.   A  debate  immediately  enfued,  in  which  the 
impropriety  of  the  queftion  was  demopftrated  by  Mr. 
.Henley,    now  Ifcrd-Kfcfepef,   Dr.  Lee,   and  foijie 

others. 
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others,  ^emoft  fenfible  ^and  moderate -meq^eft'OfGH  A  P. 
the  Houfe :  but  they,  were  oppofed  with  grejit  ^Q*.^j^, 
lence  by  Lord.Vifcpunt  Corke,  Henry. Fox,  Efq.  Sir  ,7S^ 
William  Young,  Colonel  Lyttelton,  and  the  weight 
of  the.  miaiftry ;  fo  that  the  motion  for  the  ofdef  of 
the  day.  was-  carried  in  the  negative,  and  the  High* 
bailiff  ^required  to  anfwer  the  queftion.  Thus  inter* 
rogated,  he  declared  that  he  had  been  impeded  «* 
the  fcrutiny,  and  mal-treated,  by  Mr.  Crowle,  wh<¥ 
had  a&ed  as  counfel  for  Sir  George  Vandeput,  by  th* 
Honourable  Alexander  Murray,  brother  to  Ixwt 
Elibank,  and  one  Gibfon,  an  upholfterer,.  who  -h»dk 
been  very  a&ive,  zealous,  and  turbulent  in.  hi9  eh~ 
deavours  to  promote  the  intereft  of  Sir  Geofge  Van*; 
deput,  or  rather  to  thwart  the  pretenfioqs  of  the 
other  candidate,  who  was  fuppoled  to  be  county 
nanced  by  the  miniftry.  Thele  .three  perfbns,  thus, 
accufed,  were  brought  to  the  bar  ot  the -Hpufe,- 
notwithilanding  the  ftrenuous  remonftrances  of  {$- 
veral  members,  who  oppofed  this  method  of  pro** 
ceeding,  as  a  foecies  of  opprefiion  equally  arbitrary- 
and  abfurd.  They  obferved,  that,  as  no  complaint* 
had  been  preferred,  they  had  no  right  to  take  tog-: 
nizance  of  the  affair :  that  if  any  undue  influence 
had%been  ufed,  it  would  naturally  appear  when  the. 
merits  of  the  ele6lion  (hould  fall  under  their- ini- 
quity.: that  a  complaint  having  been  lodged  already- 
againft  the  returning  officer,  it  was  their  duty  to  in- 
veftigate  his  condu<St,  and  punifh  him,  if  he  fhould- 
be  found  delinquent;  but  that  nothing  could  be. 
more  flagrantly  unjuft,.  and  apparently  partial,  tha* 
their  neglecting  the  petitions  of  the  other  candidate^ 
and  electors,  and  encouraging  the  High-bailifF,  who* 
flood  charged  with  iniquity,  to  recriminate  upon  hi* 
accufers,  that  they  might  be  difabled  from  gifing- 
evidence  on  the  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  elec-p 
tion.  What  difference  is  it  to  the  fubjed,  whether* 
he  is  opprefled  by  an  arbitrary  Prince,  or  by  the: 
defpotick  infolenceof  a  minifteriai  majority  \  -MtA 

Crowlo 
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book  Crowle  alledged,  in  his  own  vbdiotfitfiu.  thatHie 
>JJ*J^had  been  employed  as  counfel-  by  the  tk&ors  of 
175 1:  Weftminfter,  ami  attended  the  fchiti'ny  in  fhat 
chara&er;  that  afcer  the  High-bailiff  had,  in -the 
.courfe  of  the  laft  feffion,  received  the  order  of  the 
Houfe  to  .expedite  the  ele&ion,  he  hurried  on  the 
fcrutiny  with  fuch  precipitation  as,  he  apprehended, 
was  unjuft,  and  prejudicial  to  his  clients;  that,  in 
this  apprehenfion,  he  (Mr.  Crowle)  infilled  upon 
the  High-bailifPs  proceeding  with  more  deliberation, 
and  in  fo  doing  he  thought  he  did  his  duty  to  his 
employers.  Some  evidence  being  examined  aj^init 
him,  declared  he  had  not  only  protra&ed  the 
fcrutiny,  but  alfo  fpoken  difrefpeflful  words  of  the 
Houfe  of  Common^i  he  was  therefore,  repri- 
manded on  his  knees  by  the  Speaker,  and  dif- 
j:harged. 

$LIV.  Mr.  Murray  being  charged  with  having 
uttered  fome  threatening  and  affrohtive  expreffions, 
the  Houfe  adjourned  the  confideration  of  this  affair 
Jfor  fome  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  Mr. 
Murray  was-  to  be  heard  by  his  counfel :  but,  in 
the  mean  time,  they  ordered  him  to  be  taken  into 
cuftody  by  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  the  Houfe. 
This  ftep,  however,  was  not  taken  without  a  warm 
pppofmon  by  fome  of  the  mod  fedate  and  intelligent 
^members  of  the  Houfe,  who  confidered  it  as  a  cruel 
a&  ,of  oppreffion.  They  obferved,  that  in  cafes  of 
preach  of  privilege  no  perfon  complained  of  was  ever 
taken  into  cuftody,  until  after  he  had  been  fully 
Jheard  in  his  defence :  that  this  was  literally  pre- 
judging thecaufe  before  it  had  been  examined  ;  and 
the  oppreffion  .was  the  greater,  as  the  alledged 
.offence  confiftcd  entirely  of  words,  of  which  no 
complaint  or  information  had  been  made  for  above 
.eight  months  after  the  fuppofed  offence  had  been 
.committed ;  and,  even  then,  not  till  an  accufation 
,had  bee;n  lodged  againft  the  informant,  upon  the 
^  trial  of  .which  accufation  the  pqrfons  -  ihfonned 
'--  againft 
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* 

againft  might  very  probably  be  the  jnoft  material  c  hap. 

witnefies.      They  ooferved,    that   in  one    of   the      x? 

higheft  offences  which  can  be  committed  by  worfs,v-^Ty' 

-namely,  that  of  denying  the  King's  right  to  the 
crown,  or  renouncing  the  Trinity,  the  information 
mud  be  brought  in  three  or  four  days  after  the 
words  are  fpoken  \  the  words  muft  be  proved  to  - 
have  been  lpoken  malicioufly,  dire&ly,  and  advi- 
fedly,  and  the  profecution  muft  commence  in  three 
months  after  the  information.  Thefe  fuggdlions 
made  no  more  impreilion  than  if  they  had  been 
uttered  in  a  defert.  Thofe  who  were  fecure  in  their 
number  afierted  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was 
not  reftri&ed  by  the  forms  of  proceedings  at  com- 
mon law;  and  that  it  was  neceflary  to  vindicate 
their  own  honour  and  dignity,  by  making  examples 
of  thofe  who  feemed  to  hold  them  in  contempt. 
Mr.  Murray  was  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  tne 
ferjeant  at  arms,  and  found  bail ;  and  Gibfon  was 
fent  prifoner  to  Newgate,  from  whence  he  was,  in  a 
few  days  releafed,  upon  prefenting  ^n  "humble  peti- 
tion, profeflinghis  lorrow  for  having .  incurred  the 
difpleafure  of  the  Houfe,  to  the  bar  of  which  he 
was  brought,  and  received  a  reprimand  on  his  knees 
from  the  Speaker.  In  the  mean  time,  divers  wit- 
nefles  being  examined  before  the  Houfe,  declared, 
That  Mr.  Murray  had  been  feen,  ^bout  the  time  of 
the  return  of  a  member  for  Weftmirifter,  heading  arid 
exciting  a  tumult  to  alts  of  violence  againft  the 

.  High-bailiff.  The  majority,  therefore,  after,  along 
and  warm  debate,  agreed,  That  for  his  dangerous 
ajid  feditious  pradtices,  in  violation  and  contempt 

.  of  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  freedom 
of  elections,  he  fhould  be  committed  clofe  prifoner 
to  Newgate.  Then,  in  the  clofe  of  another  violent 
debate,  they  refolved,  Th^t  he  fhould  be  brought  to 
the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  to  receive  that  fentence  on. 
his*  knees.  He  accordingly  appeared,  and  being 
dirfc&ed  by  the'Speaksr  to  lieel,  refitfed  to  comply. 


HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

KHe  knew    that  he  could  not  be   difcharged  from 
Newgate    during   the  feflion,    without  petitioning, 
^^ acknowledging  his  offence,  and  making  fuch  con- 
ceffions  as  he  thought  would  imply  a  confcioufnefs 
df  guilt :  he  confidered  this  whole  tranfa&ioh  as  an 
oppreffive  exertion  of  arbitrary  power,  and,  being 
apprifed  of  the  extent  of  their  authority,  determined 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  their  indignation,  rather  than 
make  fubmiffions   which   he  deemed  beneath   the 
dignity  of  his  character.     When  he  refufed  to  hum- 
ble himfelf  the  whole  Houfe  was  in  commotion  ;  he 
was  no  fooner  removed  from  the  bar  than  they  re- 
folved,  That  his  having  in  a  mod  infolent  and  au- 
dacious manner  refufed  to  be  on  his  knees  at  the  bar 
of  that  Houfe,  in  confequence  of  their  former  refo- 
lution,    was  a  high  and  moft  dangerous  contempt 
of  the  authority  and  privilege  of  the  Commons :  it 
was,  therefore,    ordered,   that  he  fhould  be  com- 
mitted clofe  prifoner  to  Newgate,  debarred  the  ufe 
of  pen,  ink,  and  paper ;  and  that  no  perfon  fhould 
.  have  accefs  to  him  without  the  leave  of  the  Houfe. 
Finally,    a  committee    was  appointed  to   confider 
what  methods  might  be  proper  to  be  taken  by  them, 
in'  relation  to  this  mftance  of  contempt.     Meanwhile, 
the  petitioners  agaihft  the  return  made  .by  the  High- 
bailiff,    perceiving  the  temper  of  the  Houfe,    and 
the  complexion  of  the  majority,  withdrew  their  pe- 
tition ;  and  the  order  which  had  pafled  for  hearing 
tht   merits  of  the  election  was   difcharged.     Mr. 
Murray  being  taken  dangeroufly    ill  in  Newgate, 
application  was  made  to  the  Commons,  by  feme  of 
bis  relations,  that  he  might  be  removed  to  a  more 
CQnvenient  fituation  ;  and  his  phyfician,  being  exa- 
mined, gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  was  infe&ed 
.    with  the  gaol  diftemper.     Upon*  this  reprefentation 
the  Houfe  agreed  that  the  Speaker  fhould  ifiue  & 
warrant   for  removing   him  from  Newgate  to  the 
ciiftpdy  of  th'e  ferjeant  at  arms  ;  but  this  favour  he 
.'  refilled  to  accept,  and  exprefled  the  warmefl  refent-  x 
I  ment 
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ment  againft  thofe  relations  who  had  applied  to  thee  H  &  P. 
Commons  in  his  behalf.     Thus  he  remained  fequef-      h 
tered  ^ven  from  his  own  brother  and  fifter,  under^^^^ 
the  difpleafure  of  the  Commons  of  England,  wIiq 
condefcended  fo  far  js  to  make  resolutions  touching 
the  phyfician,  apothecary,  and  nurfe  who  attended 
this  prifoner.      But  the  prorogation  of  Parliament 
having  put  an  end  to  their  authority  for  that  feffion, 
Mr.  Murray  was  difcharged   of  courfe,  and  con- 
duced by  the  fherifts  from  Newgate   to  his  own 
houfe,  in  proceffion,   with  flags  and  ftreamers  ex-< 
hibiting  the  emblems  of  liberty. 

^  LV.  In  the  month  of  June  the  feflion  was  clofed 
with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which  his  Majefty 
thanked  both  Houfes  for  the  z.eal  and  affeftion  they 
had  manifefted  towards  him  and  his  government  t" 
and  congratulated  the  Commons  in  particular,  upon, 
their  firmnefs  and  prudence  in  reducing  the  intereft 
of  the  national  debt,  a  meafure  as  agreeable  to  him" 
as  eflential  to  the  ftrength  and  welfare  of  the  king- » 
dom.*— The  interior    oeconomy  of    Great-Britaiiv 
produced,  within  the   circle  of  this  year,  nothing* 
elfe  worthy  of  hiftorical  regard,  except  a  feries  of 
enormous   crimes,    arifing  from   the  profligacy  of 
individuals,  which  refle6ted  difgrace  upon  the  met-.* 
rals  and  the  polity  of  the  nation.     Rapine  and  rob-; 
hery  had  domineered  without  intermiflion  e\rer  fince, 
the  return  of  peace,  which  was  attended  with  a  re-* 

*  One  af  the  moft  remarkable  acls  which  pa  fled  in  the  courfe  of  this" 
feflion,     was    that    for  regulating  the  commencement  of  the  year,* 
a,nd  correcting  the  calendar,  according  to  the  Gregorian  computation,, 
which  had  been  adopted  by  all  other  nations  in   Europe.      By  thts- 
new  law  it  was  decreed  »hat   the  new  year   (hould  begin  on  the  firft 
day  of  January,  and  that  eleven  intermediate  nominal  d.iys,  between  • 
the  fecondand  fourteenth/  days  of  September,  175*,  mould   for  that 
time    be  omitted,  Co  that  the  day  fucceeding   the  fecond  mould  b« 
denominated   the   fourteenth  of  that  month.     Bv   this  eftablimmer.t 
of  the  new  ftilc^  the  equinoxes  and  folftices  will  happen  nearly  oa    ' 
the  fame  nominal  days   on   which  jhcy^fell  in   the   year   3*5,   at  the  - 
.council  of  Nice  ;  and  the  correfpondence  between  the  Engliih  merchants 
and  thofe  of  foreign  countries,  will  be  greatly  facilitated,  with   refpec*  • 
to  the  dates  of  letters  and  accounts. 

du&iott 
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BOO  KdtuStionof  the  army  and  navy ;  but  now  crimes  of  a 
^"•deeper  dye  feemed  to  lift  ap  their  heads,  in  con- 
fer, tempt  of  law  and  humanity.*  Every  day  ajrnoft 
produced  frefh  inftances  of  perjury,  forgery,  fraud-, 
tfnd  circumvention ;  and  the  kingdom  exhibited  a 
flioft  amazing  jumble  of  virtue  and  vice,  honour 
and  infemy,  companion  and  obduracy,  Fentimcnt 
and  brutality. 

*  An  indulgent  parent  was  poifoned  by  hTs  only  daughter,  <* 
whom,  befidet  other  marks  of  tencfevne/t  anil  paternal  anretion,  he 
had  beftowed  a  liberal  education,  which  greatly  aggravated  bet  gm't 
and  ingratitude.  Another  young  woman  was  concerned  in  the  »f 
finSnarton  of  her  own  uncle,  who  had  been  her  conftam  benefifi  >r 
and  fole  guardian.  A  poor  old  woman,  having  from  the  ignorance 
and  fu perdition  of  her  neighbours,  incurred  the  fufpiciort  of  lorcciy 
and  witchcraft,  waa  murdered  in  Hertfordlhire  by  tho  popuh"' 
with  «H  the  waatonaefs  of  barbarity.  Rape  and  murder  wtte  j*»- 
petratedupon  an  unfortunate  woman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lotuion, 
and  an  innocent  man  fuffered  death  for  this  complicated  out- 
face, wWle  the  real  criminal*,  afilfted  at  bit  execution,  heard  4»tm 
appeal  to  heaven  for  hit  innocence*  and  in  the  character  of  friend*, 
embraced  him,  while  he  flood  on  the  brink  of  eternity. 
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$  L  Death  of  the  Queen  of  Denfnark  and  Prince  of 
Orange.  \  II.  Mtfimderfianding  between  the  Czarin^ 
and  King  of  PruJJfra.     \  III.  Meafuresfor  eleBtftg  a 
King  of  the  Romans.     §  IV.  Death  of  the  King  of 
Sweden:     $V.  Seflion  opened.    Animofity  tf  the, 
Commons  towards  Mr.  Murray.     <S  VI,  Proceedings 
upon  a  pamphlet,  intituled  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Murray. 
VII.  Supplies  granted.  §  VIII.  Civil  regulations: 
IX.  Lenv  relating  to  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Scot* 
§  X.  New  confolidations  of*  funds.     $XI. 
Two  ports  opened  for  the  importation  of  Irijh  wool. 
§  XII.  The  King  fett  out  for  Hanover.     &  XIII. 
Affairs  of  thef  continent.     §  XIV.  Difpute  betweth 
Hanover  and  Pnt/jta,  concerning  Eqft-FriexelawL 
\  XV.  Mifunderfianding  between  the  Courts  of  Lon- 
don and  Berlin.     §  XVI.  Improvement  of  Pomera- 
ma.     %  XVII.  Treaty  with  the  Elector  Palatine. 
4  XVIII.  Sejffion  opened.     &  XIX.  Supplies  granted 
$  XX.  Oatne  a&.     $  XXI.    A&  for  performing 
fuat-dntine.     §  XXII.  And for  preventing  the  plun- 
dering of  Shipwrecked  vejfefs.     $  XXIII.  Bill  re* 
lating  to  the  bounty  on  corn  exported.     4  XXTV. 
ihriey  trade  laid  open,     fy  XXV.  Naturalization  df 
the  Jews.     $  XXVI.    Marriage  aff.     %  XXVIL 
Deliberations  concerning  thefugar  colonies.  $  XXVIII. 
Fate  of  the  regijler  bill  %  XXIX.  Sir  Hans  Slodnes 
Mufeum  pur  chafed  by  Parliament.  $  XXX.  Story  of 
Elitabeth   Canning.  §  XXXI.    Execution   of  Dr. 
Cameron.    J)  XXXII.  Tumults  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom.     $  XXXIIL  Difturbanccs  in  France., 
|  XXXIV.  Proceedings  of  the  Diet  relative  to  Eajl- 
Jfriebeland.  \  XXXv .  Treaty  between  the  Court  if 
Vttnha  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,     §  XXXVI, 
Conferences  with    refpeS   to    Nova- Scot  id    broke 
*p.      $   XXXVII.    Defcription  of  Nova-Scotia. 
$  XXXVHl.  Di/putes  concerning  its  limit*. 

>  '  $1. 


J75L 


320  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

BOOK^I,  rpHE  royal  family  of   England  had    fuf- 
111  •  tained   three  fevere   (hocks  in  the  compafs 

of  a  few  months.     Befides  the  lofs  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  which  the  nation  lamented  as  irreparable, 
his  Majefty  was  deeply  afflicted  by  the  untimely  death 
of  his  youngeft  daughter,  the  Queen  °f  Denmark, 
who  died  at  Copenhagen,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
December,  in  the  prime  of  youth.     She  was  one  of 
the  mod  amiable  princefles  of  the  age  in  which  fhe 
lived,  whether  we  confider  the  virtues  of  her  heart, 
or  the  accomplifhments  of  her  perfon ;    generous, 
mild,    and  tender-hearted ;  beloved  even-  almoft  to 
adoration  by  her  royal   confort,  to  whom  (he.  had 
borne  a  Prince  and  two  Princefles  ;  and  univerfally 
admired  and  revered  by  the  fubjedts  of  his  Daniih 
Majefty.     Her  death  had  been  preceded  about  two 
months  by  that  of  her  brother-in-law,  the  Prince  of 
Orange,    no  lefs  regretted  by  the  natives  of    the 
United  Provinces,  for  his  candour,   integrity,  and 
hereditary  love  to  his  country.    Though  he  had  not 
diftinguiftied  hifnfelf  by  the  luftre  of  a  fuperior 
genius,  he  had  been  at  great  pains  to  cultivate  his 
underftanding,  and  ftudy  the  true  intereft  of  that 
community  of  which  he  was  a  member.  "  He  had 
always  approved  himfelf  a  good  and  zealous  citizen, 
and,  fince  his  elevation  to  the  Stadtholderfhip,  tafcen 
many  falutary  fteps  for  the  advantage  of  his  country. 
Among  other  excellent  fchemes  which  he  fuggefted, 
he  left  a  noble  plan  with  the  States -General  for  re- 
(loring  their  commerce  to  its   former  luftre,   and 
lived  long  enough  to  receive  their  warmeft  acknow- 
ledgements for  this  laft  proof  of  his  prudence  and 
patriotifm.     His  fon  and  daughter  being  both  in- 
fants, the  adminiftration  of  the  government  devolved 
Upon  the  Princefs,  as  Governante  during  her  fon's 
jninority ;  and  as  fuch  fhe  fucceeded  to  all  the  power 
which  her  hufband  had  enjoyed. 

§  II.  With  refpecft  to  the  affairs  of  the  continent, 
the  peace  of  the  North  feemed  ftiU  as  precarious 

as 
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as  ever  f  for  though  the  difference  between1'  RuflUc  H  A  R 
and  Sweden  had  been  compromifed,   the    mutual      W- 
difguft    between    the    Czarina    and   the    King  of     ,75I, 
Pruffia  had  gained  fuch  acceffion  from   reciprocal 
infblts9  ill  offices,    and  inflammatory  declarations, 
that  thefe  two  powers  feemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of 
a  rupture,  and  each  was  employed  in  making  ex- 
traordinary preparations  for  war.      The  Courts  off 
Vienna  and  Great-Britain,    forefeeing  that  fuch  a 
rupture  would  embroil  the  empire,  and  raife  infur- 
mountable  obftru&ions  to  their  favourite  fcheme  of 
electing  the  Archduke  Jofeph  King  of  the  Romany 
refolved  to  employ  all  their  influence,  in  order  to 
efiWt  a  reconciliation  between  the  Courts  of  Peteri- 
burgh  and  Berlin.     His  Pruffian  Majefty  had  figni- 
fied  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  Stated- 
General,  the  fituation  in  which   he  flood  with  the 
Czarina,  and  folicited  their   interpofition,  that  the 
difference  might  be  amicably  accommodated.     At 
the  fame  time,  he  fent  an  envoy-extraordinary  to 
Veriailles,  to  negociate  with  the  French  King  fdr  a 
very  confiderable  body  of  auxiliaries,  in  cafe  he 
fhould  be  attacked.    Thefe  circumftances  induced 
the  Maritime  Powers,  and  the  Court  of  Vienna,  to 
life  their  utmofl:  endeavours  for  the  prevention  of  a 
rupture ;  and  accordingly  they  made  remonfirances 
on  this   fubjeft  by  their  minifters  at ,  Peterfbtfrgh, 
ptopofing  that  the    quarrel  fhould  be  terminated 
without-  bloodshed,  and  all  caufe  of  \animofity  be 
buried  in  oblivion. 

$  III.  In  the  mean  time,  they  eagerly  profecuted 
the  delign  of  the  ele6lion ;  and  the  Imperial  miniltor 
at  Berlin  not  only  communicated  to  his  Prufltan 
Majefty  the  fentiments  of  the  King  of  England  on 
this  expedient,  but  even  folicited  his  vote  ,for  the 
Archduke  Jofeph,  when  the  eleSioa  of  a  King  of 
the  Romans  fhould  be  propofed  in  the  ele&oral 
college.?  To  this  propofal  he  replied,  That  he  \v*s 
extremely  well  difpoted  to  raatnfeft  his  regard  for 

*ol.  nit  Y  their 
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B  o  6  K  their  Imperial  Majefties,  and  to  give  the  moft 
^^^ genuine  proofs  of  it,  even  in  the  propofed  eleittoR 
t75t.  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  conndering  the  great 
merit  of  the  picfent  candidate,  the  Archduke 
Jofeph :  but  he  left  it  to  the  confederation  of  their 
Imperial  Majefties,  whether  the  election  would  not 
be  a  little  premature, '  if  tranfa&ed  at  a  time  when  his 
Imperialmajefty  was  in  the  flower  of  his  age;  en- 
Joying  perfedl  health  ;  and  when  all  Europe,  parti- 
cularly the  Empire,  was  hufhed  in  the  bofom  ef 
tranquillity,  fo  that  no  rircumftance  feetned  to 
prognosticate  the  neceffity  of  fuch  an  eleltion ;  or 
of  putting  in  execution  the  motives  mentioned  in  the 
capitulation  of  the  reigning  Emperor's  eledkn; 
efpecially  as- the  examination  of  fchefe  motives  be- 
longed to  the  whole  Empire,  and  ought  to>  precede 
the  election,  by  virtue  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Weftphalia.  He  obferved,  that,  in  cafe 
of  the' Emperor's  death,  Germany  would  find  her- 
felf  in  a  very  ditagreeable  iituation,  under  the  go- 
vern racnt  of: a* minor.  'For  thefc  reafbns,  he  laid, 
he  could  not  help  advifing  their  Imperial  Majefties 
to  wait  until  the  Archduke  (hould  be  of  age,  when 
his  election  might  be  carried  on  more  conformably 
to  the  laws  and  conftitutions  of  the  Empire,  and 
more  fuitable  to  the  majefty  of  the  whole  Germanick 
■body.  This  reply  he  circulated  aqiong  the  ele&orc, 
and  in  particular  tranfmitted  it  to  the  King  of  Great- 
'Britain,  defiringthey  would  deliberate  maturely  on 
this  fubjedl,  and  confer  together  in  a  body,  as  well 
as  in  private,  that  they  might  proceed  according  to 
4ho  ancient  cultom  of  the  electoral  college,  and 
take  fuch  meafures  as  ftiould  be  judged  expedient 
for  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  community. 
♦This  circular  letter  was  anfwered  both  by  the  King 
of  England  and  the  Ele6k>r  of  Bavaria,  who  demon- 
'  ft  rated,  that  it  was  the  privilege  of  the  Electoral 
college  only,  without  any  participation  of  the  other 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  to  cledl  a  King*  of! the  Kg- 

.    ;      .mans 
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mans  during  the. .life  of  die  Emperor,  in.oxderto:  har. 

maintain  the    peace  and  preferve  the  liberties  o?      n- 

Germany ;  and  that  the  negle&  of  this  wife  precau-^*^^ 

tion  ha4  produced   bloody  wars,    and  .many  fat^l 

confequences  to  the  Empire.    They  obferved,  that 

nothing  could  more  contribute  to  the  cftablifhment 

of   the  publick  tranquillity  than  this  meafure,  fp 

ardently  defied;  by  .the  majority  of  the   German 

Princes ;  and  that,  although  the  Archduke  JofepU 

wanted  a  few  years  of  being  of  age,  and  it  might 

poffibly.  happen  th^t  the  reigning  'Emperor  fhould 

cUe  during  that  Prince's  minority,  yet  it  would  be 

much  lefs  prejudicial  to  fhe  Empire  to  have  a  minor 

chief,  thai^  to  fee  the  fucceffion  altogether  unfettled. 

.HiSwPruJpian  Majefty  received  a  declaration  to  th£ 

fame  purpofe  from  the  Ele&or  of  Mentz ;  and  un- 

derftoiding  that  this  Prince,  as  Arch-Chancellor  of 

the,  Empire  intended  to  convoke  an  ele<ftoral  diet, 

in  order  to  propofe  the  ele&ion  of  a  King  of  the 

, Romans,  he  wrote  an  elaborate  letter  to  his  Eledtoral 

Highnefs,  explaining  at  more  length,  his  reafons  for 

poftponing  the  ele&ion.     He  quoted  that  fentence 

of  tne*trpaty  of  Weftphalia  which  exprefsly  declares, 

that  the  election  of  a  King  of  the  Romans  fhall  be 

difcufled  and  ordained  by  the  common  confent  of 

the  States  of  the. Empire ;  and,  therefore,  he  could 

not  conceive  what  right  the  electoral  college  had  to 

arrogate  this  privilege  to  themfelves,  excluding  the 

other  States  of  the  Empire.     He  obferved,  that  the 

.  Imperial  capitulations,  which  were  the  only  laws  of 

the  Empire  that  treated  of  this  fubje<ft,  mentioned 

only  three  cafes  in  which  it  was  lawful  to  proceed  to 

foch  an  ele&ion ;  namely,  the .  Emperor's  leaving, 

and  long  abfence  from,  Germany ;  his  advanced  age, 

or    an    iiidifpofitiqn,    rendering ,  him  incapable  of 

managing  the  reins  of  government ;  and  any  cafe  of 

emergency  in  which  the  preservation  of  the  Empire's 

prosperity  is  interested.    He  affirmed,  that  none  of 

ihefe  motives  at  prefent  exifted :  that,  ia  cafe  the 

yi'  Imperial 
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boo  Klrnpcrial  crown  fhould  devolve  to  a  minor,  many 
IIT-     miichiefs  and  diforders  muft  enfue,  as  the  confti- 
^^^^tutions  of  the  Empire  have  eftablifhed  no  regulations 
nor  regency  in  that  event :  that  an  eledUon  of  this 
nature,  carried  on  under  the  power,  influence,  and 
authority  of  the  head  of  the  Empire,  would  ftrike  at 
the  fundamental  privileges  of  the  Princes  and  States; 
confequendy,  in  time,  overturn  the  conftitution  of 
the  Empire,  which,  from  being  an  ele&ive  dignity, 
♦conferred  by  the  free  and  independent  fufFrages  of 
the  ele&oral  college  and  States  of  Germany,  under 
certain  capitulations,  obliging  the  Prince  thus  cho- 
fen  to  govern  according  to  law,   would  become  an 
hereditary  fucceffion,    perpetuated  in  one  family, 
'which,  of  courfe,  muft  be  aggrandifed  to  the  pre- 
judice of  its  co-eflates,  and   the  ruin  of  the  Ger- 
manick  liberties.     In  a  word,  all  Germany  in  ge- 
neral, and  Ratifbon  in  particular,    was  filled  with 
writings  publifhed  on  both  fides: 'by  the  Emperor 
-    and  his  adherents,  to  demonftrate  that  the  ele&ion 
of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  during  the  life  of  the 
Emperor,  had  often  happened,  and  at  this  prefent 
time  was  neceflary,  and  would  be   advantageous  to 
the   Empire:  while  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  his 
friends  laboured  to  prove  that  fuch  an  ele&ion,  at 
the  prefent  jundture,  would  be  ill-timed,  irregular, 
and  of   dangerous   cohfequence.      Perjiaps,   if  the 
truth  was  known,  this  cnterprifing  Prince  had  pro- 
jefted   fome  great  fcheme,    with  the  execution  of 
which  this  propofed  eftablifhment  would  have  in- 
terfered.    Certain  it  is;  he  exerted  himfelf  with  that 
'  fpirit  and  perfeverance,  which  were  peculiar  to  hh 
chara6ler,  to  fruftrate  the  intention  of  the  Courts  of 
Vienna    and  London  in  this   particular,    and  was 
aflifted  with  all  the  intrigue  of  the  French  miniftry. 
Their' joint  endeavours  were  fo   effe6hial,'  that  the 
Ele61or  of  Cologn  renounced  his  fubfidiary  treaty 
with  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  once  more  threw 
himfelf  into  the  arms  of    France.      The  Elector 
,      •.'•.•  Palatine 
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Palatine  being  folicited  by  the  Emprefs-Queen  andc  hap. 
his  Britannick  Majefty  to    co-operate   with   their      n. 
views,  infilled,  as  a  preliminary,  article,  upon  being^^v^' 
indemnified  by  the  Court  of  Vienna  for  the  ravages    ' 5  " 
committed  in  his  territories  by  the  Auftrian  troops, 
during  the  courfl?  of  the  laft  war :  the  King  of  Po- 
land, Eleflor  of  Saxony,  made   the  fame  demand 
of  the  like  indemnification,  which  was  granted  by 
the  mediation  of  King  George  :  and  then  he  fub- 
fciibed  to  a  fubfidy-treaty,  obliging  himfelf  to  fur- 
nidi  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  auxiliaries,  in  cafe  they 
fhould  be  required  by  the  Maritime  Powers ;  and  to 
a6t  as  Eleclor,  in  concert  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
in  every  thing  relating  to  the  welfare  of  his  country 
that  fhould  liquare.with  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
Empire.    The  Courts  of  London  and  Vienna  had 
this  ele&ion  fo  much  at  heart,  that  they  founded 
almoft  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  know  how  they. 
flood  afte&ed  towards  the  meafure  propofed.     The 
King  of  Spain  declined  intermeddling  in  a  domefl ick 
affair  of  the  Empire.     The  French  King  returned, 
an  ambiguous  anfwer  :  from  whence  it  was  concluded, 
that  nothing  but  opposition    could    be    expedled 
from  that  quarter.     The  Swedifh  Monarch  was  ren- 
dered  propitious  to  the  projeft,  by  afiurances  that 
the  Houfe  of  Hefie-Caflel,  of  which  he  was  the  head, 
fhould  be  elevated  into  an  ele&orate.     They  even 
endeavoured  to  foften  his  Pruflian  Majefty,  by  con- . . 
fenting,  ^t  laft,  th*t  the  treaty  of  Drefdeii,     con- 
firming to  him  the  pofieffion  of  Silefia,  fhould  be 
guaranteed  by  the  diet  of  the  Empire ;  a  fandUon 
which  he  now  a&ually  obtained,  together  with  the] 
ratification  .of  his  Imperial  Majefty.     Notwithftand- 
ing  this  indulgence,  he  flill  perfifled  in  raifing  frefh 
obje&ions  to  the  favourite  project,    on  pretence  of 
concerting   meafures  for    preventing    the   inconve- 
niences that  might  refult  from  3,  minority;  for  re- 
gulating the  capitulations  to  be  agreed  on  with  the 
King  of  the  Romans;  fecuying  the  freedom  of  future 
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Boo  Kele&ions,  and  preserving  the  prerogatives  and  pri- 
■  uh .    vileges  of  the  Germanick  body  in  all  its  members. 

^i^t^In  cdnfequence  of  thefe  obftacles,  joined  to  the 
apoftacy  of  the  Elector  of  Cologn,  the  obftinacy  of 
the  Ele&or  Palatine,  and  the  approaching  diet  of 
Hungary,  at  which  their  Imperial  Majefties  were 
obliged  perfonally  to  prefide,  the  meafures  for  the 
ele&ion  were  fufpended  till  next  fummer,  when  his 
Britannick  Majefty  was  expe&ed  at  Hanover,  to 
put  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  this  great  event  in  favour 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 

$  IV.  Another  difappointment,  with  refpeft  to 
this  elediion,  the  promoters  of  it  fuftained  in  the 
death  of  his  Swedifh  Majefty,  who  expired  in  a 
good  old  age,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Adolphus  Fre- 
derick, t)uke  of  rfolftein  Eutin,  Bifhop  of  Lubeck, 
upon  whom  the  fucceflion  had  been  fettled  for  fome 
years,  by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  States 
of  the  kingdom.  This  Prince  afcended  the  throne 
of  Sweden  without  the  leaft  difturbance ;  and,  of 
his  own  accord,  took  an  oath  in  full  fenate,  that  he 
would  never  attempt  to  introduce  a  defpotick  au- 
thority ;  but  maintain  their  liberties  with  his  blood, 
and  govern  his  fubje&s  in  all  refpe&s  according  to 
ttae  laws,  and  the  form  of  government  eftabliftied  in 
Sweden.  This  publick  a6t,  which  was  communi- 
cated to  all  the  foreign  minifters,  and  particularly  to 
the  envoy  from  teterfburgh,  met  with  fucn  a 
favourable  reception  from  the  Czarina,  that  flie 
cxprefled  her  fatisfa&ion  in  a  publick  declaration ; 
and  the  good  underftandjng  between  the  two  courts 
was  perfectly  reftored. 

§  V.  When  the  Parliament  of  England  was 
opened,  in  the  month  of  November,  the  King,  in 
his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  gave  them  to  underftand, 
That  for  the  fame  purpofes  which  fuggefted  the  trea- 
ty with  the  Ele&or  of  Bavaria,  he  had  now,  in  con- 
junction with  the  States-General,  concluded  another 
with  the  King  6f  Poland,  Eledlor  of  Saxony.    He 

v    '  told 


told  thorn,  that  the  unfortunate  dwth  q€  the  Prince  c  hap, 
of.  Orange  had  made^  bo  alteration  in  the  ftaj&e  of      U." 
afiaixs  in  Holland ;  and  that  he  had  received*  &&S**^C*J 
flxongeft  aflikances  from  the  Stete*,.  of  their  fin^        4* 
refblutioiLto  maintain:  the,  intimate  union  and  friend^ 
fliip  happily  fubfifting  between  his  Majefty  an4  thefe, 
ancient  and  natural  allies  of  his  crown.     He  ex- 
horted both  Houfes  to  confldfer  fefioufly  of  fome: 
«flfe<ftual   provifions,    to    fupprefs  thofe.  audacious 
crimes  of  robbery  and  violence,  grown  fo  frequent 
about  the  capital,   proceeding  in  a  great  ipe^fure 
from  that   profligate    fpirit  of   irreligion,   idienefs, 
gaming,  and  extravagance,  which  had  of  late  ex- 
tended itfelf  in  an  uncommon  degree,  to  the  dif- 
honour  of  the  nation,  and  the  great  offence  and 
prejudice  of  the  ibber,  and  induftrio^s  part  of  the 
people.    The  paragraphs  of  this  fpeech  were,    as 
ufual,  echoed  back  to  the  throne  in  addrefles,  re- 
plete with  expreffions  of  loyalty,  affe&ioa,  and  ap^ 
probation.      Oppofition  was  by    this  time  almoft 
extinguifhed  ;  and  the  proceedings  of  both  Hgufes 
took  place  with" fuch  unanimity  as  was  hardly  ever 
known  before  this  period  in  a  Britifh   Parliament. 
The  Commons,  however,  feem  to  have  aflembled     v 
with  fuch  fentiments  as  did  no  great  honour  to  their 
temper  and  magnanimity.    In  a  few  days  after  the 
feiiion  opened,    Lord  Vifcounfc  C— e,   a  young 
nobleman,    whofe   character  entitled  him  to  very 
little  regard  or  influence  among  men  of  fenfe  and 
probity,   made  a  motion,    that  Mr.  Murray,   who^ 
had  been  fo  feverely  perfecuted  in  the  laft  feflion  for 
refilling  to  humble  himfelf  on  his  knees  before  them, 
ihould  be  again  committed  clofe  prifoner  to  New- 
gate  for  the  fame  offence.     This  propofai,  which* 
fiippofed  a  power  that  the  Commons  had  never  be- 
fore exercifed,  was  fharply  difputed  by  the  Earl  of 
Egmont,  and  others,  who  had  not  refigned  all  fenfe 
of  moderation ;  but  the  majority  adopted  the  mea- 
fare  with  great  eagernefs,    and  the   Speaker  was 

ordered 
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Boo  *k  ordered  to  iffiie  his  warrant  accordingly.    Then  the 
^^J"^Houfe  refolved,  That  the  faid  Alexander  Murray 
Jy51.    fliould  receive  the  fentcnce,  for  his  now  being  com- 
mitted clofe-prifoner  to  his  Majefty'sgaol  of  Newgate, 
at  the  bar  of   the  Houfe,    upon  his  knees ;   and 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms  was  commanded  to  take  him 
into  cuftody  for  this  purpofe.     Their  indignation, 
however,  was  eluded  by  the  caution  of  the  delin- 
quent, who,  having  forefeen  the  effe&s  of  their  xe- 
fentment,  had  prudently  retired. to  another  country. 
They  determined,  neverthelefs,  to  proceed  agatnft 
him  as  a  perfon  of*  fome-  confequence  in  the  cora- 
monwealtn  ;  for,  being  informed  of  his  retreat^  they 
condescended  fo  far  as  to  prefent  an.  addrefs  to.ius 
Majefty,  defiring  that  his  Royal  proclamation- might 
be  ifTued  for  apprehending  the  faid  Mr.  Murray, 
promifing  a  reward  to  him  who  fhould :  have  the 
good  fortune  ttf  apprehend  this  fugitive — a  requert 
with  which  his  Majefty  mod  gracioufly  complied. 
-   $  VI.  Nor  was  this  the  only  addrefs  prefented  to 
the  King  upon  fuch  an  important  fubje£L  A  pam- 
phlet, intitled,  "  The  Cafe  of  the  Hon.  Alexander 
Murray,  Efquire>  in  an  Appeal  to  the    People  of 
Great-Britain,"  was  firft  ftigmatized  in  a  complaint 
to  the  Houfe,  and  was  afterwards  produced,  and  read 
at  the  table.  The  piece  was  written  with  great  acri- 
mony, and  abounded  with  fevere  animadversions, 
not  only  upon  the  conduft  of  the  returning  officer, 
but  alfo  on  the'  proceedings  of  the  Commons.     The 
violent  members  immediately  took  fire,    and  .  the 
flame  extended  itfelf  to  the  majority.     Nay,  the 
Houfe  unaninrioufly    refolved,    That  the  pamphlet 
was  an  irnpudetit,:  malicious,  fcandalous,  and  fedi- 
tious  libel,    falfely  and  moft  injurioufly  reflecting 
upon,  and  afperiing  the  proceedings  of  the  'Houfe* 
tending  to  create   milapprchenfions  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  to  the-  great  dishonour  of  the  faid  Hpufe, 
and  in  violation  of  the  privileges  thereof.      They 
finthettnore  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  de- 
~  5  firing 
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firing his-Majefty  would  beigmcioufly  pkafed  to  giYccH  A  P« 
directions  to.  hia  Attorney-General  to  profecute  tha     IL 
authors  or  author,   the  printers  or  printer,  and  the^^^-1 
publifhers .  or  publifbet  of  the  faid  fcandalous  libel, 
that  they  might  be  brought  to  condign  puniihmentr* 
Directions  were  accordingly  given. for  this  purpofeK 
and  a.profecution  commenced  againft  the  publiiher* 
wha  had  .fome  reafon  to  be  difmayed,    confidering 
the  great  weight  of  influence  he  was  doomed  to  en- 
coimter— influence,  arifing  from  a  .profecution  of  the 
Crown,  inftituted  at  the  requeft,,&nd  founded  on  a- 
voter,   of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.    Neverthelefs, 
when  the  caufe  waa  heard  before  the  L#rd  Chief : 
Juftice  of  England,  a  jury  of  freerbprn  Engliflunen, . 
citizens  of  London,  aflerted  their  privilege  of  judg- 
ing the  law  as  well  a3  the  fa£t,  .and  acquitted  the 
defendant  with  a  truly  admirable  fpirk  of  indepen- 
dency.    Theyconiidered  the  pamphlet  as  an  appeal 
againft  oppreflioh  ;   and,   convinced  that  the  con- 
tents were  true,  they  could  not  in  conscience  adjudge 
it  a  falfe  libel,  even  though  it  ha<d  been  fo  declared 
by  one  of  the  branches  of  the  legiilature. 
.  §  VII.  The  Commons,  in  regulating  the  fupplie* 
of  the  enfuing  year,  voted  the  continuation  of  eigh- 
teen thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven  men  for 
the  land-fervice,  though  not  without  fome  oppofi- 
tion  from  jcertain  patriots,  who,  rather  from  a  fenfe 
of  duty  than  from  any  hope  of  influencing  the  majo- 
rity,  affirmed  that-  fixteen  thoufand  men  in  time, 
of:  peace,  would;  anfwer  all  the  ends  propofed  by  a 
fianding  army.     The  number  of  feamen  was  fixed 
at  ten  thoufand :  large  fums  were  granted  to  make 
up  deficiencies,  and  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the 
Grown  with  the  Electors  of  Bavaria  and  Saxony,  as 
well  as  for  the  maintenance  of  Nova-Scotia  and* 
Georgia,  and  the  caftles  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea; 
and  one  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  pounds,    three  {hillings,    and  three- 
pence were  voted,  as  a  full  compenfation  to  the  old 

Royal 


$S#  'HISTORY  Off  ERCXKAND. 

BO Q  k]ff6^I  Aifticto Conipafly  for  their  cxduflve  darter 
v"^     *tttf  pttjSfcfcty,  ttt  be  applied  for  Ac  relief  of  their 

§  VIIF.  The  kws-  ena<§ted  for  the  encouragement 
of  traffiek,  and  the  regulations  of  civil  polity*,  con- 
fifled  in  an  a£f  for?  licenfing  pawnbrokers,  and  for 
tfie  rtiote  effe&nal  pf Eventing  the  receiving  of  Men 
goods  ;  another  for  preventing  thefts  and  robberies, 
by  which  places  of  entertainment,  dancing  and  nra- 
fick  in  London,   Wdftminfter,  and  withu*  twenty 
riiiles  df  the  capital,  were  fupprefled  and  prohibited, 
unlefs  the  proprietors  of  them  could  obtain  licences 
from  the  juftiees  df  the  peace,  empowered  for  that 
pttrpofe :    a  third  for  annexing  the  forfeited  eftates 
in  Scotland  tmalienably  in  the  Crown,  after  having 
riiade-fatttfa&on  to  the  lawful  creditors;,  eftabHfer 
ing  a  method  of  leafing  thefe  eftates,  and  applying 
the  rents  and  profits  of  them  for  die  better  civiitfng 
and  improving  the  Highlands,   and  preventing  fu- 
ture disorders  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom. 
Nothing  could  be  more  falutary  than  the  purpofes 
of  thefe  regulations.    The  fuborbs  of  the  metropolis 
abounded  with  an  incredible  number  of  publick 
houfes,  which  continually  refounded  with  the  noifc 
of  riot  and  intemperance  :  they  were  the  haunts  of 
idlenefs,  fraud,  and  rapine;  and  the  feminarics  of 
drankenhefe,  debauchery,  extravagance,  and  every 
vice  incident  to  human  nature  :  yet  the  fuppreffion 
of  thefe  receptacles  of  infamy  was  attended  with  an 
incbttvenience,  which,  in  fome  cafes^  arofe  fvfij  W 

*  THeft  expences  were  defrayed  by  a  continuation  of  the  duties 
on  malt,  fee.  a  land-tax  at  three  (hillings  in  the  pound }  a  duty  on 
licences,  to  be  yearly  paid  by  pawnbrokers  and  dealers  in  fecond- 
halid  goods,  within  the  brlh  of  mortality  $  the  Aim  of  one  million 
fdtof  hundred  thou fand  pounds  advanced  by  the  Bank,  according  to 
ajHTopofal  made  for  that  purpofe  $  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to 
bfc  iuued  from  the  finking-fund  5  a  duty  laid  on  gum  fenega;  and 
t!ie  continuation  of  divers  other  occasional  irapofitions.  The  grants 
fqrthe  year  amounted  to  fomething  lefs  than  four  millions,  and  the 
provilions  made  for  this  ex  pence  exceed  it  in  the  fum  of  two  hun- 
dred feventy»one  thoafand  twenty. four  pounds,. ten  ibillings,  and 
fcfc-praH  halfpenny. 
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l^&gfet  of  oppreMon;    the  jttffces  beiflg  veftfcdc ti 4  £ 
fej'tne  legifliture,  Mth  the  power  of  grarrfiilg  0*v->J^o 
refuting  licences,   were  conmtuted1,  in  efft£t,  *&&    iftit 
alters  on  whofe  dfccifion  the  fortunes- and  livelihood 
c>?  ttiany  individuals  abfolutely  depended.     Many  6f 
ffi$Pe  wno  ex&cifed  this  fpecies  or  magistracy  Within 
rWg  bills  of  mortality  were,  to  the  reproach  of  govern* 
mdht,  men  of  profligate  lives,  needy,  mean;  ignorant* 
iHtf  tapacio"^,  and  bfteri  adted  from' the  raoft  fdaiida- 
t6\i$  ppmciples  '6t  felfifli  avaride. 
■    ^TX.   TW  lavtf  relating   to  the  Highlands'  of 
Scotland  was  well  calculated  for  promoting,  among 
the  inhabitants'  of  that  country,  mch  a  fpirit  of  in- 
cfuttry  as  might  detach  thehi  from  their  dangerous 
connexions,  ahd  gradually  fupfcrfede  that  military 
genius  tfhich  had  btcti  fo'  produ£ive  of  dafiger  arttf 
a&frii  id  the  fouthfcrn  pitti  of  Great-Britain.    The* 
King,  b^  this  a6t,  was  empowered  to  appoint  Cbrtl- 
Aniffiohers  for  managing  the  forfeited  feftates ;   whri 
were  enabled  to  grant  leafes  of  fmall  farms,   not 
rfbbve  twenty  pounds  a  year,   to  individuals,   whtf 
fhould  take  an  oath  to  government  to  refide  upbif  „ 
and  Cultivate  the  lands  thus  let.     It  Was  alfo  pro- 
*rtfed,  That  no  leafe  fhould  be  granted  for  a  lbhdei* 
tfettn  than  tvtehty-ohe  years ;    and  that  the  ldflees 
ftiotild  not  pay  above  three-fourths  of  the  annuil 
t&uL     Although  thefe  forfeited  eftates  were  gene- 
rally encumbered  with  claims  beyond  their  redl  va- 
lue, and  the  aft  dire6ted  that  they  fhould  be  difpo- 
fed  Of  by  publfck  fole  ;  yet,  is  thejr  lay  iri  the  rtioff 
difaffefted  parts  of  the  Highlands,  it  was  thought 
rieceffary  that  they  fhould  remain  in  the  pofleffidn  bf 
tht  Crown,  becaufe,  in  cafe  of  their  being  ptib- 
lickly  fold,  they  might  be  purchafed  in  truft  fbt  thft 
fattiilies  of  the  perfons  by  whom  they  were  forfeited, 
Ond  thus  the  fpirit  of  difafFe&ion  would  ftili  furViVt. 
A  valuation,  therefore,  was  made  by  the  Court  of 
Seffion  in  Scotland,  at  the  joint  fuit  of  the  crown 
ind  the  creditors-  and  the  value  beihg  afcfcftaiiVed 

the 
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Boo  Kthc  juft  claimants  were-  paid  out  of  the.  next  aids 
vJ?Jl^ granted  by  Pailiament.  The  bill  met  with  confi- 
,7$lf  derable  oppofition  in  the  Houfe.  of  Peers  from  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  and  the  Earl  of  Bath,  who  pro- 
bably forefaw  that  the  good  effe&s  of  this  fclieme, 
fo  laudable  in  itfelf,  would  be  fruftrated  in  the  exe- 
cution:, and  that  the  a#,  inftead  of  anfwering  the 
purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended,  would  fcrve 
only  as  a  job  to  'gratify  the  rapacious  retainers  to 
the  government,  and  their  emifiaries,  in  that  coun- 
try. After  a  warm  debate,  however,  it  was  adopted 
by  a  great  majority,  and  obtained  the  Royal  atfent. 

§  X.  A  third  law  related  to  certain  articles  of  the 
national  debt,  which  was  now  converted  into  fede- 
ral joint  (locks  of  annuities,  transferable  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  to  be  charged  on  the  finking- fund.  A 
great  number  of  different  funds  for  annuities,  efta- 
blifhed  at  different  times,  and  by  different  a<5ls,  fub- 
fifted  at  this  period,  fo  that  it  was  neceflary  to  keep 
many  different  accounts,  which  could  not  be  regu- 
lated without  confujerable  trouble  and  expence,  for 
"  the  removal  of  which  the  bill  was  calculated. 

§,XI.  In  confequence  of  petitions  from  the  wool- 
len manufactures  of  Weftmoreland  and  Yorkfhire, 
two  bills  were  brought,  in,  and  pafled  through  both 
Houfes,  by  which  the  ports  of  Lancafter  and  Great 
Yarmouth  were  opened  for  the  importation  of  wool 
and  woollen  yarn  from  Ireland ;  but  why  this  privi- 
lege was  not  extended  to  all  the  frequented  ports-  of 
the  kingdom  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  without  fupr 
pofing  a  little  national  jealoufy  on  one  hand,  and  a 
great  deal  of  grievous  reftraint  on  the  other.  Over 
and  above  thefe  new  laws,  fome  unfuccefsful  en- 
deavours wer?  ufed  in  behalf  of  commerce  and  po- 
lice. A  bill  w^s  offered  for  laying  further  reftric- 
tions  on  pawnbrokers  and  brokers,  that  they  might 
no  longer  fuck  the  blood  of  the  poor,  and  a£t  as  the 
acceflaries  of  theft  apd  robbery,  which  was  canvaf* 
fed,  debated!  and  made  its  way  through  the  Lower 

Houfe; 
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Houfe ;  but  the  Lords  rejected  it  as  a  crude  fcheme,c  hak 
which  they  could  not  amend,  becaufe  it  was  a  mo-      n. 
ney  bill,   not  cognizable  by  their  houfe,   without ^^^Z^0 
engaging  in  a  difpute  with  the  Commons.    Another 
bill  was  prepared,  for  giving  power  to  change  the 
punifhment  of  felony,  in  certain  cafes  to  confine- 
ment and  hard  labour  in  dock-yards  or  garrifons. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  many  who  wifhed  well  to  their 
country,  and  were  properly  qualified  to  profecute  fuch 
inquiries,  that  the  practice  of  configning  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  wretches  to  the  hands  of  the  executioner  ferved 
only,  t>y  its  frequency,  to  defeat  the  purpofe  of  the 
law,  in  robbing  death  of  all  its  terror,  and  the  pub- 
lick  of  many  fubjeAs,  who  might,  notwithftanding 
their  delinquency,  be  in  fome  meafure  rendered  ufe- 
fiil  to  fbciety.    Such  was  the  motive  that  influenced 
the  promoters  of  this  bill ;  by  which  it  was  propo- 
fed,  in  imitation  of  that  oeconomy  pra&ifed  in  other 
countries,  to  confine  felons  convi&ed  under  certain 
circumftances  to  hard  labour  upon  the  publick  works 
of  the  kingdom.    The  fcheme  was  adopted  by  the 
Lower  Houfe,    but  reje&ed  by  the  Lords,    who 
feemed  apprehenfive  of  its  bringing  fuch  difcredit 
upon  his  MajeftyV  dock-yards,  as  would  difcourage 
perfons  who  valued  their  reputation  from  engaging 
in  fuch  employment.     Of  ftill  greater  importance  to 
the  nation  was  the  next  meafure  propofed,  in  a  bill 
for  making  the  militia  of  England  more  ufeful,pre- 
fenteti  by  Mr.  Thornton,  a  gentleman  of  Yorkfnife, 
who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  loyalty  and 
patriotism.   -It  was  canvafled  in  a  committee  of  the 
•whole  Houfe^  and  underwent  divers  amendments; 
but  mifcarried,  through  the  averfion  of  the  miniftry 
to  any  project  tending  to  remove  or  leflen  the  necef- 
fity  of  maintaining  a  (landing  army.     A  confider- 
able  number  of  petitions  for  different  regulations,  in 
refpe&  to  commerce  and  convenience  of  traffick, 
were  prefented,  confidered,  and  left  upon  the  table, 
^remonftrance  from  the  prifoners  confined  in  the 
•—  ':  gaol 
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3  P  o  Kgaol  ;df  the  KingVfBench,   cofflptelnkig-  of-  thrir 
111  •    4nifexablc/fitti4tion,  ,*rijSng  firpm  waitf  pi"  room  ^and 


i7p7    other  conveniences,  'b$ing  taken  info  tpnfidepitioa 
•by.axammittee,  anjong  9ther  evidences,  they  exa- 
mined that  remarkable  perfonage  w^p  had  fignalized 
himfelf  in,  different,  parts  q£  Chriftendppi,  uaderthe 
.name  of  Theodore,  King  of  Corfica.    fTfyough for- 
merly countenanced,  .andeven  treated  as.a,fpy^eign 
Prince  hy  the  British  .jtniniftry,  lie  ,was  now  reduced 
to,  the*  forlorn  conditio  of  a  confined  debtor;  and 
to i the  reproach  of  this  kingdom,  .^jed  in  prifon, 
ffiirrounded  with  ail  the  mifery  of  indigence,  and 
•werwhelmed  with  the  infinities  of  old  age.    But 
the.raoft  remarkable  qircuraft^nce.  of ,  the  p^liamea- 
taxy  trarjia#ions .  th^t  di#ing]Lujfhed  this  ieffion,  was 
amotion,  made  in  both  Houfes-for  ^n.addrefs  to  the 
J^ng,  befeeching  his  -Majefty,  -That,  in  time  $f  pub- 
Jiclr  tranquillity  he  would  be.graciouily  plealedto 
,ayoid  entering  into  -fubtidiary  treaties  yrith  foreign 
f Princes,  which  a*e:J(b  burthenforpe  tp  jfris  qation. 
iThis.  extraordinary  pr.op.ofal  was  r#ade  and  itrenu- 
.ou%  .urged  by,  the  Dyke  of  B-— ,  and  a  vehement 
debate,  enfued,  inwJaich  tfee  Earls  pf  0—-,.  S— ,  and 
rH — ,  oppofed  it  jyifh  an  exertion  pf  fuperipr  abi- 
lities ;  and  the  .queftion  being  put,  w^s  qarried  in 
the. negative,  .without  a  divifion.    The  fame  fate 

attended  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  where  it  was 

i 

introduced  by  Lord  H— y,  and  fupported  by  fome 
diflinguiflied  orators.  The  feflioii  .ended  in  the 
Jatter  end  of  March,  when  his  Majefty,  haying 
given  his  aflent  to  ninety-five  publick  and  private 
bills,  harangued  both  Houfes,  and  prorogued  the 
Parhament.* 

*  Among  the  proceedings  of  this  feffion,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  mention  a  new  aft  for  the  prevention  of  murders,  which  had  been 
fhockingly  frequent  of  fate,  importing,  That  every  criminal  convic- 
,ted  of  this  horrid  crime  mould  be  executed  in  one  day  after  his  fes- 
tencc*  and  hit  body  delivered  to  the  furgeons  for  diffeclion— in  ex« 
pedient  which  hath,  been  found  productive  of  very  falutary  cor- 
ftquences* 
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$  XII.  Immediately  after  the  prorogation,  thee  ha*. 
Ki&g  appointed  a  Regency,  and  let  out  for  Hanover,  ^^J1^, 
border  to  complete  the  great  fcheme  he  had  pro-^J£^ 
jft&adfor  cle&ing  a  King  of  the  Romans.  Greafc- 
Britain,  in  the  mean  time,  produced  no  ev-ent  of 
importance,  or  any  txanfa&ion  that  deferves  hifio- 
ncal  mention,  except  the  ratification  of  two  treaties 
of  peace  and  commerce  with  the  ftates  of  Tripoli 
•and  Tunis  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  concluded  by 
the,Bri&(h  Confuls  in  thofe  cities,  under  the  influ- 
ence and  aufpices  of  an  Englifli  fquadron  com- 
manded by  Commodore  Keppel,  fon  to  the  Earl  of 
Albemarle.  The  tide  of  luxury  {till  flowed  with  an 
impetuous  current,  bearing  down. all  the  mounds  of 
temperance  and  decorum ;  while :  fraud  and  profli- 
gacy flruek  out  new  channels,  through  which  they 
doded  the  rdtri&ions  of  the  law,  and  all  the  vigi- 
lance of  civil  policy.  New  arts  of  deception  were 
invented,  in  order  to  enfnare  and  ruin  the  unwary; 
and  feme  infamous  pra&ices  in  the  way  of  com- 
merce, wjere  countenanced  by  perfons  of  rank  and 
importance  in  the  commonwealth.  A  certain  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  was  obliged .  to  withdraw  himfelf 
from  his  country,  in  confequence  of  a  difcovery,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  he  had  contrived  and  execu- 
ted fchemes  for  destroying  his  own  fhips  at  fea,  with 
a  view  to  defraud  the  inf urers. 

§  XIII.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year  the  affairs  of 
die  Continent  did  not  undergo  any  material  altera- 
tion. In; France,  the  religious  difpute  concerning 
the  do6trine  of  Janfenius  ftill  fubfifted  between  the 
Clergy  and  the  Parliament ;  and  feemed  to  acquire 
additional  fuel  from  the  violence  of  the  Archbifhop 
qf  Paris,  *a  haughty,  turbulent  prelate,  whofe  pride 
and  bigotry  were  fofficient  to  embroil  one  half  of 
Chiiftendom.  The  northern  powers  enjoyed  a  per- 
fect tranquillity  :  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Provinces  were  engrofled  by  plans  of  national  mca- 
nomy.  Spain  was  intent  upon  extending  her  com* 
6  merce, 
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B  o  o  Kmerce*  bringing  her  manufa&ures  to  peife&iofi,  and 
.^1,  rcpreffing  the    infolence  of  the  Barbary    corfairs, 
175a.    His  Fortugueze  M&jefty  endeavoured,  by  certain 
peremptory  precautions,  to  check  the  exportation  of 
gold  coin  from  his  dominions ;  and  infifted  upon 
infpe&ing  the  books  of  the  Britiflv  merchants  fetded 
at  Liibon;  but  they  refufed  to  comply  with  this  de- 
mand, which  was    contrary  to  a  treaty  fubfiftiog 
between  the  two  Crowns:  and  ht  thought  proper  to 
-acquiefce  in  their  refufal.     He   was    much  oetter 
employed,  in  obtaining  from  the  Pope  an  abolition 
of  the  annual  proceffion  called  the  Auto  dafe>  one 
of   the  moft  horrid  triumphs  of  fpiritual  tyranny. 
The  peace  of  Italy  was  fecured  by  a  defenfive  treaty 
concluded  at  Madrid   between  the  Emperor,  his 
Catholick  Majefty,   the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies, 
and  the  Duke  of  Parma ;  to  which  treaty  the  King 
of  Sardinia  afterwards  acceded. 
;     ^  XIV.   With  refpecft   to  the  great  fchemc  of 
•ele&ing  the  Archduke  Jofeph  King  of  the  Romans, 
ifcefh  obje&ions  feemed  to  rife  from  different  quar- 
ters.   The  good  .underftanding  between  the  Courts 
of  Berlin  and  Hanover  received  an  additional  fhock, 
from  a  difpute  concerning  the   property  of   Eaft 
Friezeland,  which  his  Pruflian  Majefty  had  fecured, 
as  heir  to  the  laft  pofleflbr.     His  firitannick  Ma- 
jefty, as  Ele&or  of  Hanover,  having  pretentions  to 
-the-  fame  inheritance,  his  minifter  delivered  a  me- 
.morial  to  the  diet  of  the  Empire,  aflembled  at  Ra- 
.  tiibon,    demanding    that  the  King  of  Pruffia,  as 
.  Ele&or  of  .Btandenburgh,  fhould  be  referred  to  the 
/decifion  of  the   Aulick   council,    in  regard  to  -his 
♦  claim  to  the  eftates  of  Eaft  Friezeland :  but  the  King 
•being  already  in  pofleflion,  refufed  to  fubmit  his 
right  to  the  determination  of  that  or  any  other  tri- 
bunal ;  and  when  the  diet  prefumed  to  deliberate  on 
this  affair,  his  envoy  entered  a  ftrong  proteft  againft 
their  proceedings.     At  the  fame  time,  he.  preferred 
-thejQlber  miniliexs  with  a  memorial,  tending  to  it- 
-.*•  .  ■■*  "'  -  fute 
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fate  thaEle&or  of  ttaitavtfs  pittettfioflittfthe  frfih-c  Ua& 
tipality  id  cjueftion.  ^J^d 

$  XV.  At  this  jtm&ure  Ms  fraffiah  Majdty  madtf^JJ/ 
no  fcfuple  of  cxpreffiiig  his  tefentmeftt  againft  th* 
coutt  of  London,  which  he  feeflied  to  confide*  as  a* 
oAciotts  cabal,  that  had  no  right  to  intermeddle  iit 
the  affairs  of  Germany.  His  reiident  at  London 
complained  to  die  Britim  miniflry,  that  dititi  fhipi, 
failing  tinder  the  fruffian  flag;,  had  been  flopped  it 
fea,  and  even  feized  by  Englifh  cruifers;  arid  that' 
his  fubje&s  had  been  ill-treated  and  opprefled :  he, 
therefore,  demanded  repartition  in  a  peremptory 
tone ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  discontinued  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Silefia  loan,  which  he  had  charged  him-, 
felf  with,  by  an  article  iii  the  tfeaty  of  Breflau.  This 
was  a  Aim  of  money  amounting  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  Ooiinds,  which  the  femperor  Charles 
VI.  father  of  the  reigning  Emprefs,  had  borrowed 
of  the  fubje&s  of  Great-Britain,  on  condition  Of 
paying  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  and  mortgaging 
the  lil  vet  mines  of  Silefia  for  the  repayment  of  the 
principal.  Thefe.  devolved  to  the  King  of  Phiflitf 
with  this  incumbrance,  and  he  continued  to  pay  the' 
intereft  pun&ually  till  this  jun&ute,  when  the  £a^- 
toent  tfa*  flopped ;  and  he  publifhed  a  paper,  inti- 
tuled, "An  ExpofitioA  of  the  MbtiVes  which  influ- 
enced his  ConduA  on  this  Occafion"  In  hisf 
memorial  to  the  miniftry  of  Great-Britain  he  al- 
fe.dged,  That  eighteen  Pruflian  fhips,  and  thirty- 
three  neiltfai  veffels,  in-  Which  ttye  fubjedls  of  ]*ruffia' 
Were  concerned,  had  been  unjuftly  feized  by  Englifh 
privateers :  his  account  of  damages  amounted  to  a' 
very  confidefable  funs;  and  he  demanded,  in  tb«' 
moft  dogmatick  terms,  that  the  affair  fliould  b«f 
finally  difcufled  in  the  term  of  three'  months  from 
the  date  of  his  remoriftrahce.  The  expofitiori  arid 
memorial  weft  fubjedled  to  the  examination  of  th^ 
ableft  civilians  in  England,  who  refuted"  every"  article? 
of  the  charge  with  equal  precifion  and  perfpicuity. 

'  rot.  in.  Z  Thjf 
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boo  KThey  proved,  that  captures  by  fea  fell  properly  under 
J**^  the  cognizange  of  thofe  powers  under  whofe  jurifdk- 

'tion  the  feifures  were  made;  and,  therefore,  hisPruf- 
iian  Majefly  could  not,;  confident  with  the  law  of  na- 
tions, determine  thefe  difpHtes  in  his  own  tribunals. 
They  demonftrated,  by  undoubted  evidence,  the  fal- 
iity  of  many  fa»£s  alledged  in  the  memorial,  as  well 
as  the  fairnefs  of  the  proceedings  by  which  fome  few 
of  the  Pruffian  veflels  had  been  condemned ;   and 

'made  \i  appear,  that  no  infult  or  injury  had  been 
ottered  to  the  fubje#s  of  Pruffia.  Finally,  they 
obferved,  that  the  Silefia  loan  was  a  private  trani- 
action  of  fuch  a  nature,  that,  even  if  a  ^war  liad 
happened  between  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  and 
lus  Britannick  Majefly,  this  mud  have  been  held 
facred  and  inviolable :  that  when  the  Emprefs  Queen 
ceded  Silefia  to  the  King  of  Pruffia,  this  monarch 
charged  himfelf  with  the  repayment  of  the  loan, 
which,  being  a  private  debt,  and  transferable,  was 
now  diffufed  in  different  countries,  and  become  die 
property  of  many  others  befides  the  fubje&s  of 
Great-Britain.  They  wound  up  their  chain  of  rea- 
foning  by  obferving,  that,  according  to  agreement 
with  the  Emperor,  the  whole  of  this  loan  fhoukl 
have  beeji  repayed  in  the  year  one  thouiand  (t\cn 
hundred  and  forty-five ;  whereas  the  complaints 
fpecificd  in  the  Pruffian  memorial  were  founded  on 
fa&s  poilerior  to  that  period.  Whether  his  Pruffian 
Majeily  was  convinced  by  thefe  reafons,  and  defifted 
from  piinciple,  or  thought  proper  to  give  up  hi* 
claim  upon  other  political  confiderations ;  certain  it 
is,  he  no  longer  infilled  upon  fatisfa<5Hon,  but  or- 
dered the  payments  of  the  Silefia  loan  to  be  con- 
tinued without  further  interruption:  a  report,  indeed, 
was  circulated,  that  advantage  had  been  taken  of 
the  demur  by  a  certain  Prince,  who  employed  his 
agents  to  buy  up  great  part  of  the  loan  at  a  confider- 
able  difcount. 
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.   $  XVI.  How  much  foever  the  King  of  PrufliacHAP. 
may  be  the  fubje<Sl  of  cenfure  on  this  occafion,  it     1L 
rnuil  be  allowed  that,  with  regard  to  his  own  fub-    l7st4 
je€ks9  he  a&ed  as  a  wife  legiflator,  and  the  father 
of  his  country.     He  peopled  the  deferts  of  Pomera- 
nia  ;   by  encouraging,  with  Royal  bounties,  a  great 
number  of  indultrious  emigrants  to  fettle  in  that 
province ;  the  face  of  which,  in  a  very  few  years, 
underwent  the  moft    agreeable  alteration.     Above 
fixty  new  villages  arofe  amid  ft  a  barren  wafte,   and 
every  part  of  the  country  exhibited  marks  of  fuc- 
eefsful    cultivation.     Thofe    folitary    and   defolate 
plains,    where  no  human  footfteps  had  for  many 
ages   been  feen,  were  now  converted  int6  fields  of 
corn.     The  farms  were  regularly  parcelled  out :  the 
houles  multiplied,    and  teemed  with    population : 
the  happy  peafants,  fheltered  in  a  peculiar  manner 
under  their  king's  protection,  fowed  their  grounds  in  • 
peace,   and  reaped"  their  harvefts  in  fecurity.     The 
fame  care  and  indulgence  were  extended  to  the  un-  ♦. 
peopled  parts  of  other  provinces  within  the  Pruflian 
dominions,    and   extraordinary   encouragement  was 
granted  to  all  French  proteftants  who  fhould  cofne 
and   fettle  under  the  government  of  this  political 
fage.  , 

$  XVII.  The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Hanover  ftill 
employed  their  chief  attention  upon  the  fcheme  of 
electing  a  King  of  the  Romans ;  and  the  ele&or  of 
Mentz,  influenced  by  the  majority  of  the  college, 
had  convoked  an  ele&oral  diet  for  that  purpofe:  but 
ftrong  protefts  againft  this  convocation  were  entered 
by  the  Ele&ors  of  Cologn  and  Palatine,  infomuch 
that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  conciliate  this  laft, 
by  taking  fome  fteps  in  his  favour,  with  refpeft  to  . 
the  fatisfe&ion  he  demanded  from  the  Emprefs- 
Queen  and  his  Britannick  Majefty.  His  claim  upon 
the  court  of  Vienna  amounted  to  three  millions  of 
florins,  by  way  of  indemnification  for  the  lofles  he  •* 
had  fijitained  during  the  war.     He  demanded  of 

z%  th? 
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BQ  o  K|he  Kipg  pf  England  twenty  thoufand  pounds  ftcr- 
W*     ling,    for  provifion   and  for^e  fyrnifhsd*-  t<*  *  the 
^^^^Britifh  $roops  while  they  a&ed  on  ttie  Maine;  and 
the  like  film  for  the  like  purpofes  frQin  the  Stares- 
.Qenerai  of  the  United  Provinces.     The  Emprefc- 
QH^en  could  not  help  remonftrating-' agaiaft  this 
^demand  a&  exorbitant  in  itfelf,  and  the  more  unrea- 
.fenftble^  as  the  Elector  Palatine,  at  the  death  of  her 
x  ^thef,;  had  openly  declared  againft  the  pragenaftek 
fan&iori,    which  he  had  guaranteed  in  the  moil 
fblethn  manner:   fhe,  therefore,  obferved,  that  the 
4ajnage  he  had  fuftained,  in  confequence  of  that 
declaration,  ought  to  be  considered  as  the  common 
fefe.  of  wiayr.     Thefe  reafons,  though  conclufive  and 
ijrrefragabl*  in  the  ufual  way  of  arguing,  made  no 
iftpr^ifiOn  upon  the  Palatine,   who  perfedUy  welt 
^nderftood  his  own  importance,  ajid  was  determined 
tojfeize  this  opportunity  of  turning  it  to  the  beft 
%dytotsige.    The  court  of  Vienna,  and  the  Mari- 
time Powers,  finding  him  thus  obftinately  attached 
V^  his  own  intereft,  refolved  to  bring  him  over  to 
ttair  views  ajt  any  rate,  and  commenced  a  negocia*- 
HW.  w^h  him,    which  produced  a  formal  treaty. 
Jy_  tfri*  convention  his  demands  in  money  were  fixed 
"at  twelve  hundred  thoufand  Dutch  florins,   to  be 
paid  *t  thfe$  inftajments,  five  hundred*  thoufand  by 
thp  Emprefs  Queen,  and  the  remaining  feven  hun- 
dred thoufand  by  the  King  ef  Great-Britain  and  the 
States-General,    according  to  the  proportion  cfta- 
^fcliflied  in  former  treaties.     The  privilege-  of  Non 
"qppellenrfti,  for  the  duchy  of  Deux-pont?  was  con- 
;^AU?d\tofhis;ele(ftoral  highnefs,  together  with  forae 
<6lh6r  rights  and  pretentions,  in  confideration  of  his^ 
;<^'<#nirtg  with  the  other  electors  in  the  choice  of 
"£j^fc|£of  the  Romans  to  beelecSted  according  to 
tli^CiSom^pfefcribed  by  the  laws  and  confutations 
of  the  $mpir<5.     He  likewife  engaged  to  join  them 
in  fettling  the  articles  of  the  capitulation  with  th* 
Kittg  of,  the  Romans,  emperor  in  future*    Yet,  even 

after 
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afterthe  concurrence  of  this  Prittc*  Was  fecured, c  h  a  P. 
the  pitfpofed  ele&ioh  proved  abortive,    from    the^^J^ 
ilrong  objections  that  were  Parted,  and  the  ftrenuous    tjj*. 
opposition  which  was  made  by  his  Pruffian  Mijefty, 
whd  perhaps  afpired  in  fedret  at  thfe  Imperial  dighitf, 
which  the  Emprefs-  Queen  took  all  this  paini  to 
perpetuate  in  her  own  family. 

§  XVIL  The  King  of  Grreat-Britain,  returning  Aa.t;**' 
from  the  continent,  opened  the  feffion  of  Parliament 
on  the  eleventh  day  ot  January  with  a  fpeech,  im- 
plying, That  all  his  views  and  negotiations  had 
been  calculated  and  dire&ed  to  preferve  ahd  fecure 
the  duration  of  the  general  peace,  fo  agreeable  and 
neeeflary  to  the  Welfare  of  all  Europe :  That  he  Thad 
the  fktisfa&ion  to  be  afiured  of  a  good  difpofitipri 
in  all  the  powerfc  that  were  his  Allies,  td  adheW  to 
the  fatne  falutary  obje6t.  He  exhorted  thfeftl  .$* 
continue  their  attention  to  the  reduction  df  the  hi- 
tional  debt,  the  augmentation  of  the  linking  fun3, 
and  the  improveiitent  of  the  pujblick  tevehue.  Jf* 
reccKnriiended  to  their  ferious  confideration  what 
further  laws  and  regulations  might  be  neceffkfy  fyt 
fupprefting  thofe  crimes  ahd  diibrdeM,  of  which  thd 
publick  had  fo  juftly  complained :  and  conctbdtfcl 
With  an  afltirrance,  that  his  hearty  concurrence 
and  endeavours  (hould  never  be  wantihg  in  afiV  * 
taeafufe  that  might  pfomote  their  tfelfite  and  proi- 
perity.  The  addrefles  in  anfwer  to  this  fpeech  \frettf 
ccmched  in  the  ufual  form  oif  itfiplick  approbation  t 
but  that  of  the    Commons  did  hot  pats   Withoiii 

queftion.    The  Earl  of  E took  exceptions  ttf 

One  paragraph,  in  which  they  aofeoWleag^d  jii* 
Maiefty's  wifdom,  as  well  as  goodnefs,  in  purfuiftg 
fuch  fheafares  as  mull  contribute  td  makrteih  and 
render  permanent  the  geheral  tranquillity  ol  Ifof op *  % 
and  declared  their  fatisfed!ion  at  the  afifcaa&fs  hi* 
JWajefty  had  received  from  his  allies,  $wfc  Qity  WerV 
all  attached  to  the  fame  falutary  objAft.  Hi*  fori* 
fhip  expatiated  oft  the  abfurdity  of  fltffc  tfp^fi* 

HiCAtt 
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B  o»o  Kfcicnts  at  fuch  a  jundure,  when  the  peace  of  Europe 
%}^lf  was  fo  -precarious,  and  the    Englifh  nation  had  fo 
i'7H_    much  caufe  of  complaint  and  difiatisfa&ion.     He 
was  ftconded  by  fame  other  individuals  who  de- 
claimed with  great  vivacity  againft  continental  con- 
■    ne&ions ;  and  endeavoured  to  expofe  the  weaknefs 
and  folly  of  the  whole,  fyftem  of  foreign  meafures 
which  our  miniftry  had  lately  purfued.     It  rauft  be 
owned,   indeed,   that  they  might    have    chofen  a 
.  better  opportunity  to    compliment  their  fovereign 
on  the  permanency  of  the  peace  than  at  this  j  un<5hire, 
when  they  muft  have  feen  themfelves  on  the  very 
brink  of  a  new  rupture  with  the   moft  formidable 
power  in  Europe.  But  the  truth  is,  thefe  addrefles  to 
the  throne  had  been  long  confidered  as  compliments 
of  courfe,  implying  no  more  than  arefpedlful  attach- 
ment to  their  fovereign :  accordingly,  both  Houfes 
agreed  to  their  refpective  addrefles  without  divifion. 
The  two  grand  committees  of  fupply  and  of  ways 
and   means,  being  eftablifhed,  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Houfe  was  tranfa&ed    without    much   altercation; 
and  the  people  had  great  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with 
their  moderate  proceedings.     Ten  thouland  feamen, 
*nd  the  ufual  number  of  land-forces,  wefe  retained 
for  thefervice  of  the  enfuing  year.     They  provided 
•    for  the  maintenance  of  the  new  colony  in  Nova- 
Scotia,  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  Georgia,  the  fup* 
port  x>f  the  caftles  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  the 
ere&ion  of  £  new  fort  at    Anamaboa,    where  the 
French  had  attempted  to  make  a  fettlement ;  and 
they  enabled  his  Majefty  to  fulfil  his  engagements 
with  the  King  of  Poland  and  the  Ele&or  of.  Bava- 
ria. 

J  §  XIX.  The  fupplies,  including  grants  for  for- 
mer deficiencies  and  ferviccs,  for  which  no  provi- 
sion had  been  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year, 
did  not  exceed  two  millions  one  hundred  thirty-^two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven  pounds  feventeen 
(hillings,  and  two-pence  half-penny ;    in  order  to 

deft-ay 


-        .   G  E  O  R  G  E    II.  343 

defray  which  expence  they  afligiicd  the  duty  on  mattj  chap. 
&c.    the  land  tax  at  two.  fliiHingfr  in  the  pouijd;      lL  ~ 
thefurplus  of  certain  funds  ip  the  Exchequer,  and  ^^^ 
the  fum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  ppunds 
out   of  the  finking- fund ;    fo  that  the  exceedings 
amounted  to  near  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,* 
As  for  the  national  debt,  it  nowftood  at  the  enor- 
mous fum  of  feventy-four  millions  three  hundre4 
fixty-eight  thoufand  four    hundred    and   fifty-ond 
pounds,  fifteen  fhillings,   and  ,one  penny;  and  the 
linking  fund  produced  one  million  feven  hundred 
thirty-five,  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
pounds;  fix  (hillings,  and  ten-pence  farthing. 

$  XX.  One  of  the  firft  meafures  brought  oiportj 
the  carpet,  in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  *  was  an  a£t 
containing  regulations  for  the  better  prefervation  of 
the  game,  of  which  fo  great  havock  had  been  made: 
by  poachers,  and  other  pejfons  unqualified  to  enjoy_ 
that  diverfipn,  that  the  total  extirpation  of  it  was  ap- 
prehended. '  : 

§  XXI.  The  next  ftep  taken  by  the  Common* 
was  an  affair  of  much  greater  confeqtience  to  th& 
community,  being  a  bill  for  obliging^  (hips  the  tnor^ . 
effectually  to  perform  quarantine,  in  order  to  pre-, 
vent  the  plague  from  being  imported  from  foreign  • 
countries  into  Great- Britain. '  For  this  purpofe,.  ir. 
was  ordained,  that  if  this  dreadful  vifitatiort  fhould 
appear  in  any  (hip  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Fi-  > 
nifterre,  the  matter  -or  commander  (hould  imme-' ; 
diately  proceed  to  the  harbour  of  New  GrinAby,  in: 
one  of  theiflands  of  Scilly,  and  there  communicate, 
the  difcovery  to  fome  officer  of  the  Cuftoms ;  who,, 
ihould,  with  the  firft  opportunity,  tranfmit  thi^.  in- 1 
telligence   to  another  .Curtom-hqvife  officer  in  tji$ 
neareft  port  of  England,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  ta? 

•  Several  duties  on  fiTt,  as"  we!!  as  on  red  and  wttre*  berr'ngs  dfcL* 
Hvered  out  for  home  cortlnmprion,  were  rendered  perpetual,  tbo  ig!|  « 
•ubjftt  jo  be  redeemed  by  Parliament";  and  it  was  provided,  that  the^ 
<kbt  contracted  upon  «hefe  dutiei  being  difchargedA  all  tfceafter  produce  - 
of  them  (hould  become  part  of  the  finking  fund.  * 
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f  %?  K^tf  W*  JMQfWt  fpdpil  frcntwm  ofcfit** 
^JJ*^Ifi  tfte  njc«x  pfnc  the  ftip  (hould  remain  at  tfec  £*id 
i75i.  $*Pd,  4&d  not  an  irjcjmdual  prefum*  (9  gpuaihqre, 
pntij  hi?  Majefty'*  pleafiire  fhould  Ik  known.  It 
was  ^lfo  proy^deq,  th#  in  c«fe  the  mailer,  of  a  (hip 
fhifs  infe^d  (l}ou}d  not  be  able  to  m^  the  iflancU 
of  Scijlv  or  bet  forced  up  either  channel  by  violent 
y?md$,  he  fhould  Apt  cjitpr  any  frequented  harbour} 
\>\xt  remain  in  fqme  pnep  road,  until,  he  could  receive 
eyicfcre  fr°p  hi?  Nftjpfty,  or  the  privy  council :  that^ 
purine  this  interval,  h?  ftpuld  avoid  *U  mtcrqourft 
Wtb  the  ftiore^  or  ftpy  oprfon  or  Yeflel  whatsoever, 
on  pain  of  being  deempd  guilty  of  felony,  and  fuf* 
fgriflg  de^th  ^without  benefit  pf  clergy. 

§  aXIJ.  Ipl  eirde?  the  more  effe&ually  to  repreft 
the  barbarous  pra&ice  of  plundering  (hips  which  Wvc 
the  misfortune  tq  fujfef  uupwrecH ;  ^  practice  which 
prevailed  upon  many  different  parts  of  tht  Bririfh 
cqtyt,  to  the  difgT^Ce  of  the  nation*  and  the  fcaadal 
of  human  nature ;  a  bill  was  prepared,  containing 
f  lau&s  to  infarct  the  1*W*  againft  inch  fayage  delin- 
quent?, who  prow)  along  the  (hot*,  like  hungry 
.  wolves,  in  hope  of  preying  upon  their  fellow-crea- 
tures n  and  certain  provisions  for  the  relief  of  the 
t  Uflh^Ppy  fflflferers.*     Whep  the  mutiny-bill  fell 
Under  deliberation  the  Earl  of  Egmont  propped  a 
-  jpew  claufe  for  ^n^powering  *nd  requiring  regimental 
capita  xn^ti^l  to  s^awine  witnefifo  upon  oath  in  all 
their  tnftlak    Thq  proposal  occafioned  a  debase,  in 
which  we  miniftiy  were  pretty  equity  divided  i  bwt 
the  cUufr  u&4  difa^ovod  by  the  majority,  a*d 

tfai* 

t  Bj  tht  *«w  law,  the  clerk  of  .tha  ptafe  in  the.  county  wheft  th< 

'•rime,  fhall  be  com  milted  is  obliged,  upon  receiving  proper  iiffcrmi* 

tionr  to' liroAcuu  the  offender!  ai  the  expence  of  the  court?.    It  *as 

.,  lik^ff-  propoted,  tbit  in  cafe  no  prolcc«ti<n  of  this  nature  (hould.he 

commenced  within  a  certain  limited  time  after  the  information  (hould 

have  been  legally  £tYcn%  in  that  cafe  tha  county  might  be  focd  hj 

',    the  perron  who  might  fuftain  the  oUqugc,  tod  obliged  to  indemnify 

him  for  his  lof*  i  but  thii  cjaufe  was  rejf&et}  by  the  tnajprityi  aadrf* 

VII,  having;  mage/  itf  «nj  &f*uf  **  bath  Mont**,  W*i*c4  t&a  JLoj%l 

^Ueot. 


^«b>u*li>ili  w»  enafted  into  >U*r  -waibiJP«qFc'HAi5 

4  XXIII.    The  »«t  bill  *a*  framed  fat  cwfe-v-tSJr 
quence  of  dirers  petitions  prefcnted  by  the  txpoiteft 
of  corn,  who  complained  thut  the  bounded  vWre  not 
paid,  and  prayed  that  the  Houfe  ihould  make  proper 
provifioafor  that  purpofe.  A  bill  was  accordingly 
brought  in,  importing,  That  intereft  after  the  rate, 
of  three  pet  cent,  fhouid  be  allowed  upon  every  de- 
benture fpr  the  bounty  on  the  exportation  gf  corn; 
payable  by  the  receiver-general  or  calhier  of  the 
Cuftoma,  until  the    principal  could  be  discharged 
out  of  fuch  Cuftoms  or  duties  as  are  appropriated 
for  the  payment  of  this  bounty.    This  premium  cm 
the  exportation  of  corn  ought  not  to  be  granted, 
except  when  the   lownefs  of  the  market-price 'ta 
Great-Jkimin  proves  that  there  is  a  fuperabundanCe 
in  the  kingdom ;    ptherwife  the  exporter  will  finfd 
his  account  in  depriving  our  oWft  labourers  of  their 
b*ead,  in  osder  to  fuppfy  our  rivals  #-an  eafier  rata : 
for  example,  foppofe  wheat  in  England  fhouid  fell 
for  twenty  {hillings  a  quarter,  the  merchant  might 
export  into  France,  and  afford  it  t$  the  people  fcf 
that  Kingdom  for  eighteen  Shillings,    becauic   the 
bounty  <xt>  exportation  would,    even  at  that  rale, 
afford  hifn  a  copfiderable  advantage. . 

fyXXIV.  A  great  number  of  merchants  having 
prefented  petitions  from  difteraat  parts  of  the  king- 
dom,   reprefentiog  that  the  trade 'of  Turkey  Was 
greatly  decreafed,  afcribing  this  diminution  to  the 
exclusive  charter    enjoyed  by    a*  monopoly;    and 
praying  that  the  trade  might  be  laid  opeq  to  all 
nis  Majefty's  fubje&s,  one  of  the  members  for  Li^ 
vetptm  mdved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this 
purpofe.  .  Such  ameafure  had  been  twice  before 
prepoied  without  faccefs  j  but  aowit  was  adopted 
x  without  opmfijian,,/  A  bill  was  immediately  intro- 
duced; and>    notwithstanding  all  the  intereft  and 
,  *$ot&  of  the  Tftir^ey  company,  who  petitioned  die 
'  Houfe 
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too  KHoufe  againftit,  and  were  heard  by  their  ccmnfel, 
^^^  it,  palled  through  both  Houfes,  and  received  the 
i751.  royal  fan&ion.  By  this  regulation  any  Britifh  fub- 
je6l  may  obtain  the  freedom  of  the  Turkey  Com- 
pany, by  paying  or  rendering  a  fine  of  twenty  founds; 
and  all  the  members  are  fecured  from  the  tyranny  of 
oppreflive  by-laws,  contrived  by  any  monopolizing 
cabal.* 

$  XXV.  But  this  feffion  was  chiefly  diftinguiftied 
,  fey  an  a6t  for  naturalizing  Jews,  and   a  bill  for  the 
better  preventing  clandeftine  marriages.     The  firft 
of  thefe  which  pafled  without  much  oppofition  to 
the  Houfc  of  Lords,  from  whence  it ,  descended  to 
the  Commons,  was- .intituled,  "An   A#  to   permit 
"  perfons  prfcfeffing  the  Jewifh  Religion  to  be  natu- 
"    ralized   by  Parliament,    and  for  other  purpofcs 
u  therein   mentioned."  It  was  fupported  by  fome 
petitions  of  merchants  and  manufacturers,  who,  upon 
examination,  appeared  to  be  Jews,  or  their  depen- 
dents;  and    countenanced  by    the    miniftry,  who 
thought  they  forefaw,  in  the  tonfequences  of  liich  a 
naturalization,  a  great  acceffion  to  the  monied  in- 
tereft,  and  a  coniiderable  increafe  of  their  own  in- 
fluence among  the  individuals  of  that  community. 
,   They  boldly  affirmed,  that  fuch  a  law  would  greatly 
conduce  to  the  advantage  of  the  nation ;    that  it 
would  encourage  perfohs  of  wealth  to  remove  with 
their  effe&s  from  foreign   parts  into  Great-Britain, 
increafe  the  commerce  and  the  credit  of  the  king- 
dom, and  fet  a  laudable  example*  of  induftry,  tem- 
perance 

*  Several  other  fciUs  were  pafled— one  for  regulating  the  n  amber 
e€  publtck-fcoufes,  and  the  more  eafy  conviction  of  perfon*  felling 
.ale  and  ftrong  liquors  without  licence;  an  aft  which  empowered 
the  Jurtieen  of  Peace  to  tyrannize  over  their  fellow  fubjccls— A  lecond, 
enabling  the  magift  rates  of  Edinburgh  to  improve,  enlarge,  and  adora 
the  avenues  and  ftreets  of  that  city,  according  to  a  concerted  plan,  to 
be  executed  by  voluntary  fubfeription— -A  third,  allowing  the  ex- 
portation of  wool  and  woollen  yarn  from  Ireland  into  any  port  in 
Oieat-Jh^ain — and  a  fourth,  preferibing  the,  bttadtb  of  the  wheels 
belonging  to  heavy  carriages,  that  the  nigh  roads  of  the  kingdom 
'  "might  be  the  belter  preferved. 
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pertnce,  and  frugality.    Such,  however,  were  note  B  A  P. 
the  fentiments  of  the  Lord-Mayor,  Aldermen,  and^^^ 
Commons  of  the  city  of  London  in  Common-coun-     1753. 
cil  aflembled,  who,  in  a  petition  to  Parliament,  ex- 
prefied  their  apprehenfion  that  the  hill,  if  paffed  into 
a  law,  would  tend  gready  to  the  difhonour  of  the 
Chriftain  religion,  endanger  the  excellent  tonftitu- 
tion,  and  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  and 
trade  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  of  the  city  of 
London  in  particular.     Another  petition'  to  the  fame 
purpofe  was  next  day  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  fub- 
icribed  by  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;  who,   among  other  allegations,  obferved,  that 
the  confequences    of  fuch    a    naturalization    would 
greatly  efftdl  their  trade  and  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  particularly  with  Spain  and  Portugal.  Conn- 
felwas  heard,  evidence  examined;  and  the  bill  pro- 
duced violent  debates,  in  which  there  feemed  to  be 
more   paffion  than    patriotifm,    more    declamation 
than  argument.    The  adverfaries  of  the  bill  affirmed 
that  fuch  a  naturalization  would    deluge  the  king* 
domWith  brokers,  ufurers,  and  beggars;    that  the 
rich  Jews,    under  the   fhadow  of  this  indulgence, 
would  purchafe  lands,  and  even   advowfons  ;    fo  as' 
not  only  to  acquire  an  intereft  in  the  legislature,  but 
alfo  to  influence  the  conftitution  of  the  Church  of 
Chrift,  to  which  they  were  the  inveterate  and  pro- 
feffed  enemies  :  that  the  lower  clafs  of  that  nation, 
when  thus  admitted  to  the  right  of  denizens,  would 
interfere  with  the  induftrious  natives  who  earn  their 
livelihood  by  their  labour  ;  and  by  dint  of  the  moft 
parfimonious  frugality,  to    which    the  Englifh  arc 
ftrangers,  work  at  an  under-price ;  fo  as  not  only  to    s 
fhare,  but  even  in  a  manner  to  exclude  them  frolxi ' 
all  employment:  that  fuch  an  adoption  of  vagrant 
Jews  into  the  community,   from  all  parts  of  the  • 
world,  would  rob  the  real  fubje&s  of  their  birth- , 
right,  difgrace  the  chara&er  of  the  nation,  expofe 
thetnfelves  to  the  moft  difhonourable    participation; 

and- 
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if  o  o  Kand  intrufion,    endanger  the  confutation  both  in 
IXI-     church  and  ftate,    and  be  aa    indelible  repfo&eh 
A-^^^uponthe  eftablifhed  religion  of  the  country.  Some 
©f  thefe  orators  feemed  tranfported  eveh  to  a  degree 
of  enthufiafm.    They  prognofticated  that  ttifc  Jews 
would  multiply  fo  much  in  number,  engrofs  fuch 
wealth,  and  acquire  fo  great  power  and  influence  in 
Great-Britain,  that  their  perfons  would  be  revered, 
their  cuftoms  imitated,    and  Judaifm  become   the 
fafhionable  religion  of  the  Englifh.     Finally,  they 
affirmed  that  fuch  an  ad  was  dire&ly  flying  in  the 
face  of  the  prophecy,  which  declares,  that  the  Jews 
*hall  be  a  fcittered  people,  without  country  or  fixed 
habitation,  until  they  (hall  be  converted  from  their 
infidelity,  and  gathered  together  in  the  land  of  their 
forefathers:     Thefe  arguments  and    appreb&lflons, 
which  were  in  reality  frivolous  and  chimerical,  being 
irtduftrioufly  circulated  among  the  vulgar,  naturally 
prejudiced  againft  the  Jewiih  people,  excited  fuch  a 
ferment  throughout  the  nation,  as  ought  to  have  de* 
ierred  the  miniftry  from  the  profecution  of  fuch  an 
unpopular  meafure  ;  which,  howetrer,  they  had  cou* 
rage  enough  to  maintain  againft  all  Oppolition.    Hie 
bill  parted  the  ordeal  of  both  Houfes,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty  vouchfafed  the  royal  fan&ion  to  this  lax*  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Hebrew  nation*     The  truth  is,  it  might 
have  increased  the  wealth,  and  extended  the  com* 
merce  of  Great-Britain,  had  it  been  agreeable  to  th< 
people  ;  and  as  the  nataralifed  Jews  would  ftill  have 
been  excluded  from  all  civil  and  military  offices,  a4 
Hfell  as  from  other  privileges  enjoyed 'by  their  Chtif- 
tktt  brethren-,   in  all  probability  they  would  havtf 
gradually  forfaken  their  own  unprofitable  and  obfti- 
nate  infidelity,    opened  their  eyes  to  the   fhining 
truths  of  the  gofjpel,  and  joined  their  fellow-fubjetf* 
ifrtmbraeing  the  do&rines  of  Chriftianify.     But  nA 
muaifay  ougbt  to  rifk  an  experiment,  how  plaufiMe 
foever  it  may  be,  if  they  find  it,  as  this  Was,  an  ob- 
ject of  the  people's  unconquerable  aterfion.    What 

rendered 
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iendpr?d  thi$  ALapopular  meafure  the  more  impcdi-CH  ap, 
tick,,  w&s  the  unteafooable  jim&ureaJt  which  it  ^^.1*1^ 
carried. iftto  exeqmion;  that  is,  at  the  eve  of  a  ge-    l7W^ 
nerat  ele&ion  for  a.  new  Parliament,  when  a  minister 
QHght  carefully  to  avoid  every  ftep  which  may  give 
umbrage  to  the  body  of  the  people.     The  Earl  of 
Eg — ~~{,  who  aigped  againft  the  bill  with  equal 
power  and  vivacity,,  in  describing  the  effect  it  might 
have  upon  that  occafion,  "  I  am  amazed  (faid  he) 
"  that  this  confideration   makes    no  impreffion.— 
"  When  that  day,  which  is  not  far  off,    fliall  arrive, 
"  I  fhall  not  fear  to  fet  my.  foot  upon  any  ground  . 
"  of  ete&ion  in  the  kingdom,  in  apportion  to  wye 
"  one  man  among  you,  or  any  new  Chriftian,  wha 
"  has,  voted  or  appeared  in  favour  of  this  naturalir- 
"  zation  " 

§  XXVI.    Another  bill,    tranfmitted   from  ,  the 
Upper  Houfe,  met  with  a  reception  equally  unfa- 
vourable among  the  Commons,  though  it  Was  fu£~ 
tained  on  the  Ihoulders  of  the  majority,  and  thuft 
forced  its.  way  to  the  throne,  where  it  obtained  the 
ipyal.  approbation.     The  practice  of  fblemni^ng  chut- 
defiine  marriages,  fo  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of  fetK 
milies,    and  fo  often,  productive  of   mifery  to  the. 
parties  themfelves  thus  united,  was  an  evil  that  pre- 
vailed to  fuch  a  degree  as  claimed  the  attention  o£ 
the  Legiflature.     The  fons  and  daughters  of   great 
^nd  opulent  families,  before  they  had  acquired  knowf 
ledge  and  experience,  or  attained  to   the  years  of 
discretion,  were  every  day  feduced  in  their  affections,, 
and  inveigled  into  matches  big   with  infamy  and 
ruin  ;  and  thefe  were  greatly  facilitated  by  the  oppor  • 
tunities  that,  occurred  of  being  united  inftantaneouflf- 
by  the  ceremony  of  marriage,  in  the  firft  tranfpert 
qf  paffion,  before  the  deftined  victim  had  time  to 
cool  or  .deliberate  on  the  fubjed.     For  this  pernio 
.  cious  purpofe,  there  was  a  b^nd  of  profiigato  mifr 
creants,  the  refufe.  of  the  clergy,  dead  to.  every  fenr       ,    ' 
timeot  of.  virtue,  abandoned  to  all  fenfe  of  decency 
1  and 
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boo  Kand  decorum,  for  the  moft  part  prifonera  for  debt  or 
***•     delinquency,  and  indeed  the  very  outcafts  of  human 
IfS3.    fociety,  who  hovered  about  the  verge  of  the  Fleets  - 
prifon  to    intercept  cuftomers,    plying  like  porters 
for  employment,    and  performed  the  ceremony  of 
marriage  without  licence  or  queftion,  in  cellars,  gar- 
rets,   or  alehoufes,  to  the  fcandai  of  religion,  and 
the  difgrace  of  that  order  which  they  profefled.  The 
eafe  with  which  this  ecclefiaftical  fan6Hon  was  ob- 
tained, and  the  vicious  difpofition  of  thofe  wretches, 
open  to  the  pra&ices  of  fraud  and  corruption,  were 
productive  of  polygamy,  indigence,  conjugal  infi- 
delity, proflitution,  and  every  curfe  that  could  im- 
bitter  the  married *  ftate.     A  remarkable  cafe  of  this 
nature  having  fallen  under  the  cognisance  of  the 
Peers,  in  an  appeal  from  an  inferior  tribunal,  that 
Houfe  ordered  the  Judges  to  prepare  a  new   bill  for 
preventing  fuch  abufes. ;  and  one  was  accordingly 
framed,    under  the  aufpices  of  Lord  Hardwick,    at 
that  time  Lord  High  •  Chancellor  of  England,     In 
order  to   anticipate  the   bad  effe&s   of  clandeftine 
marriages,  <:his  new  (latute  enabled,  That  the  banns 
fhould  be  regularly  publifhed,  three  fucceffive  Sun- 
days, in  the  church  of  the  parifh  where  the  parties 
dwell :  That  no  licence  /hould  be  granted  to   marry 
in  any  place,  where  one  of  the  parties  has  not   dwelt 
at  leaft  a  month,  except  a  fpecial   licence   by  the 
Archbifhop  i  That  if  any  marriage  fhould  be  folem- 
nifed  in  any  other  place  than  a  church  or  a  chapel, 
without  a  fpecial  licence :  or,  in  a  publick  chapel, 
without  having  publifhed  the  banns,    or  obtained  a 
licence  of  fome  perfon  properly  qualified,  the  mar- 
riage fhould  be  void,  arid  the  perfon  who  folemnifed 
it  tranfported  for  feven  years  :  That   riiarriages,  by 
licences  of  parties  under  age,  without   confent  of  pa-  ' 
rent  or  guardian,  fhould  be   null  and   void,  unlefs 
the  party  under  age  be  a  widow,  and  the    parent 
refufirig  confent  a  widow  married  again  :  That  when 
the  confent  of  a  mother  or  guardian   is  refufed   from 
caprice,  or  fuch  parent  or   guardian  be  non  ^compos 
6  mentis^ 
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mentis*)  or  beyond  fea,  the  minor  fhould  have  recourfec  hap. 
for  relief  to  the  Court  of  Chancery:   That  no  fuit*    Ilm 
fhould  be  commenced  to  compel  a  celebration  of ^^^ 
marriage,  upon  pretence  of  any  contract :  That  all 
marriages  fhould  be  fblemnifed  before  two  witnefles, 
and  an  entry  be  made  in  a  book  kept  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  whether  it,  was  by  banns  or  licence,  whether 
either  of  the  parties  was  under  age,  or  the  marriage 
celebrated  witn  the   confent  of  parent  or  guardian ; 
and  this  entry  to  be  iigned  by  the  minifter,  the  par- 
ties and  the  witnefles  :  That  a  falfe'licence  or  certi- 
ficate, or  deftroying  regifter  books,  fhould  be  deemed 
felony,  either  in  principal  or  acceflary^,  and  punifhed, 
with  de^th.    The  bill,  when  firft  confidered  in  the 
Lower  Houfe,  gave  rife  to  a  variety  of  debates  ;  in 
which  the  members  appeared  to  be  divided   rather 
according  to  their  real  fentiments,  than  by  the  rules 
of  any  political  dittinftion :  for  fome  principal  fer- 
vants  or  the  government  freely  differed  in  opinion 
from  the  miniller,  who  countenanced  the  bill ;  while,   r 
on  the  other  hand,  he  was,  on  this  occafion,  fup- 
ported  by  certain  chiefs  of  the  oppofition,  and  the 
difputes  were  maintained  with  extraordinary  eager- 
nei's  and  warmth.      The  principal  obj«6Uons  im- 
ported,   that    fuch  reftri<Stions  on  marriage  would 
damp  the  fpirit  of  love  and  propagation ;  promote 
mercenary  matches,  to  the  ruin  of  domeftick  happi- 
ncfs,  as  well  as  to  the  prejudice  of  pofterity  and  po- 
pulation;   impede  the   circulation  of  property,  by  • 
preferving  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom  among  a  kind   - 
of  ariflocracy  of  opulent  families,  who  would  always 
intermarry  within  their  own  pale  ;    fubjedl  the  poo, 
to  many  inconveniences,  and  extraordinary  expence, 
from  die  nature  of  the  forms  to  be  obferved ;  and  - 
throw  an  additional  power  intox  the  hands  of  the 
Chancellor.     They  affirmed,  that  no  human  power 
had  a  right  to  diflblve  a  vow  folemnly  made  in  the 
fight  of  heaven  :  and  that,  in  proportion  as  the  bill 
prevented  clandefline  marriages,  it  wodld  encourage 

forni- 
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book:  fornication  and  debauchery,  informicfc  a*  the  pacmes 
nI-     retrained  from  inducing  their  mutual  pcffiom  in  an 

v^^w;^onoura':)'e  gamier,  would  be  tempted  to  gratify 
them  by  Health,  at  the  hazard  of  their  repaatioij. 
In  a  word,  they  fbrefaw  a  great  number  m  ««8s  in 
the  train  of  this  bill,  which  hame  not  ytt  been 
realized.  On  the  other  fide,  its  advocates  endea* 
moored  to  refute  thefe  arguments,  und  fome  of  Aem 
fpoke  with  great  ftrength  and  precilion.  The  bill 
underwent  a  great  number  of  alterations  and  auofend- 
merits ;  which  were  not  eflfe&ed  without  violent  con* 
teft  and  altercation.  At  length,  however,  k  was 
floated  through  both  Houfes  on  the- tide  of  a  great 
majority,  and  fleered  into  the  fafe  harbour  of  royal 
.  approbation.  Certain  it  is,  the  abufe  of  dandeftme 
marriage  might  have  been  removed  upon  much 
cafier  terms  than  thofe  impofed  upon  the  fobjed  by 
♦  this  bill,  which,  after  all,  hath  been  found  inefFedual, 
as  it  may  be  eafily  eluded  by  a  (hort  voyage  to  the 
continent,  or  a  moderate  journey  to  North-Britain, 
where  the  indifibluble  knot  may  be  tied  without 
-     fcruple  or  interruption. 

§  XXVIL  Over  and  above  thefe  newffatute* 
there  were  fome  other  fiibje&s  which  occasionally 
employed  the  attention  of  the  Commons ;  fitch  as 
the'ftate  of  the  Britifh  fugar-eolonies,  which  was 
.confidcred,  in  confequence  of  petitions  prefented  by 
the  iiigar-refincrs  and  groefcrs  of  London,  Weftmiir- 
fier,.  and  Ilririol,  complaining  of  the  exorbitant  price 
demanded  and  given  for  fugars  imported  from  Ja- 
maica :  defiling  that  the  proprietors  of  land  in  Ja- 
maica might  be  obliged  to  cultivate  greater  quanti- 
ties of  ground  for  railing  fugar  canes;  or  that  they 
(the  petitioners)  might  have  leave  to  import  mufco- 
vado  lugars  from  other  countries,  when  the  price  of 
thofe  imported  from  Jamaica  fliould  exceed  a  certain 
rate.  ri  his  remonftrance  was  taken  into  conlideratioU 
by  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe;  and  a 
great  number  of  evidences  and  papers  being  exa- 
mined, 


GEORGE    II.  353 

mined,  they  refolded,  That  the  peopling  of  Jamaica  chap! 
with  white  inhabitants,    and  cultivating  the  lan^i^L, 
thereof,  would  be  due  moft  proper  meafure  for  fe-    ,7S3. 
curing  that  ifland,  and  increafing  the  trade  and  na-     - 
vigatkm :  between  it  and    Great-Britain,  and    other 
parts  of  his  Majefty's  dominions :  That  the  endea- 
¥OCwhtfherto  uied  by  the  legiflature  of  Jamaica  to 
increafo  the  number  of  white  inhabitants,  and  en- 
force the  cultivation  of  lands,  in  the  manner  that 
might  beft  conduce  to  th^-fecurity  and  defence  of 
•that  ifland,  had  not  "been  effe&ual  for  thefe  '  pur- 
pofes*     The  Houfe  ordered  a  bill  to  be  founded  on 
thefe  refolutions ;  but  this  was  poftponed,  until  the  . 
miniftry  fhould  receive  more  full  information  touch- 
ing the  true  ftate  of  that  ifland.     The   planters  of 
Jamaica  laboured  under  many  grievances  and  hard- 
ships, from  divers  heavy  impofitions  and  reftri&ions ; 
and  a  detail  of  thefe  wastranfmitted  in  a  reprefentation 
to  his  Majefiy,  which  was  referred  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations. 
The  caufe  of  the  planters  w^s  defended  vigoroufly, 
and.managed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Alderman 
Jkckford,   a  gentleman   of  vaft  pofleflions  in  the 
ifland  of   Jamaica,    who   perfe&ly  well  underftood, 
and  ilrertuoufly  fupported,  the  intereft  of  that  his 
native  country. 

^  XXVIII.  Abortive  alfo  proved  the  attempt  to 
eftabhlh  a  law  for  keeping  an  annual  regifter  of 
marriages,  births,  deaths,  the  *  individuals  who  re- 
ceived alms,  and  the  total  number  of  people  in  Great- 
Britain.  A  bill  for  this  purpofe  was  prefented  by 
Mr.  Pottef,  a  gentleman  of  pregnant  parts  and 
fpirited  elocution  ;  who,  enumerating  the  advantages 
of  fuch  a  law,  obferved,  that  it  would  afcertain  the 
number  of  the  people,  and  the  colle&ive  ftrength 
of  the  nation  ;  confequently,  point  out  thofe  places 
where  there  is  a  defe6t  or  excefs  of  population,  and 
certainly  determine  whether  a  general  naturalization 
would  be  advantageous  or  prejudicial  to  the  com-  ^ 
.   vol.  in.  A  a  munity  ; 
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^  o  ©- k  inanity ;  that  it  would  decide  wh*t  number  of  men 
?H.     might,  on  any  fudden  emergency,  be  levied  •  for  the 

^T^C^  defence  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  whether  the  nation  b 
gainer  or  lofer,  by  fending  its  native*  *to  fettle,  and 
our  troops  to  defend  diftant  colonies  ;  that  it  would 
be  the  means  of  eftablifliing  a  local  adminiftration 
<?f  civil  government,  or  a  police  upon  certain  fixed 
principles,  the  want  of  which  hath  been  long  a  re- 
pjo^ch  to  the  nation,  a  fecurity  to  vice,  and  an 
encouragement  to  idlenefs  ;  that  in  many  cafes  where 
^11  other  evidence  is  wanting,  it  would  enable  fuitors 
to  recover  their  right  in  courts  of  juftice,  facilitate 
^n  equal  and  equitable  afleflment  in  railing  the  pre- 
sent taxes,  and  laying  future  impofitions;  fpecify 
the  lineal  defcents,  relations,  and  alliances  of  fami- 
lies; lighten  the  intolerable  burthens  incurred  by 
the  publick,  from  innumerable  and  abfurd  regula- 
tions relating  to  the  poor ;  provide  for  them  by  a 
mare  equal  exertion  of  humanity,  and  eflfedlually 
fcreen  them  from  all  rifque  of  perifliing  by  hunger, 
'  cold*  cruelty,  and  oppreflion.  Whether  fuch  a  law 
would  have  anfwered  the  fitnguine  expe£tations  of  its 
patron,* we  (hall  not  pretend  to  determine ;  though, 
in  our  opinion,  it  mult  have  been  attended  with  very 
falutary  confequences,  particularly  in  restraining  the 
hand  of  robbery  jg\d  violence,  in  dete&ing  fraud, 
bridling  the  ferocity*  of  a  licentious  peopJe,  &nd  efla- 
hlifhing  a  happy  fyftem  of  order  and  fubordination. 
At  iirft  the  bill  met  with  little  oppofition,  except 
from  Mr.  Thornton,  member  for  the  city  of  York, 
who  inveighed  againft  it  with  great  fervour,  as  a 
meafure  that  favoured  of  French  policy,  to  which 
the  Engliih  .nation  ever  had  the  utmoft  averfion. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  method  in  which  it  was  pro- 
pofed  this  regifter  Ihould  be  kept  would  furnifh 
the  enemies  of  Great-Britain  with  continual  oppor- 
tunities of  knowing  the  llrength  or  weaknef$  of  the 
nation ;  that  it  would  empower  an  ill-defignin'g  mi- 
niiler  to  execute  any  fchsms  Cubverfive  of  puLlick 

'     liberty. 
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liberty,  kiveft  patiih  and  petty  officers  of  the  peace  c  tt  a  *# 
with  exorbitant  powers,  ind  coft  the  natidn  abdut      "v 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  a-yearto  carry  the,  fchfemfeVJ!^/^ 
into  execution.    Thefe  arguments,    which  we  ap- 
prehend, are  extremely  frivolous  and  ineanclufivfe, 
had  great  weight  with  a  confiderable  number,  who 
joined  in  the  opposition,  while  the  mmittry  ftood 
neutral.     Neverthelefs,  after  having  Uhdemone  fort* 
amendments,   it  was  conveyed  to  the   Lords,    by 
whom  it  was,  at  the  fecund  reading,  thrown  out,  as 
a  fcheme  of  very  dangerous  tendency.     The  feg'rf* 
lature  of  Great-Britain,  have,    on  fome  occafions* 
been  more  Harried  at  the  diftant  fhadow  of  a  bate 
poflibility,  than  at  the  real  approach  of  the  mofll 
dangerous  innovation. 

§  XXIX.  From  the  ufual  deliberations  Gti  civil 
and  commercial  concerns,  the  attention  df  the  Par- 
liament, which  had  feldom  or  never  turned  upon 
literary  avocations,  was  called  off  by  an  extraordi- 
nary fubje&  of  this  nature.     Sir  Hans  Sloane,  the  ce-* 
lebrated  phyfician  and  naturalift,  well  kitowh  through   * 
all  the  civilized  countries  of  Europe  for  his  ample 
colle&ion  of  rarities,  culled  from  the  animal,  vege- 
table, and  mineral  kingdoms,    as  well  as  of  anti- 
quities  and  curiofities  of  art,  had   dire&ed,  in  hi* 
laft  will,  that  this  valuable  mufeum,  together  With 
his  numerous  library,  fhould  be  offered  to  the*  Par- 
liament, for  the  ufe  of  the  publick,  in  cptatfderation 
of  their  paying  a  certain  fum,  in  compenfation,  to 
his  heirs.  '  His  terms?  were  embraced  by  the  Corti- 
mons,  who  agreed  to  pay  twenty  thousand  pounds 
for  the  whole,  fuppofed  to  be  worth  four  times  that 
ftfm ;  and  a  bill  was  prepared  for  purchasing  this 
mufeum,  together  with  tee  Harleian  collection  of 
mantrfcripts,  fo  denominated  from  its.  founder,  Ro-  > 

bert  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford,  Lord  High  lYeafurer 
of  England,  artd  now  offered  to  the  publidk  by  his 
daughter,  the  Duchefs  of  Portland.  It  was  pto- 
pofed,  that  thefe  purchafes  fhould  be  joined  to  the 
A  A  2  famous 
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BQOKfamous  Cbttoniah  library,  and  a  fuitable  repofitory 
jj^  provided  for  them  and  the  King's  library,  which 
'had  long  lain  negledled  and  expofed  to  the  injuries 
x>f  the  weather  in  the  old  dormitory  at  Weftminiler. 
Accordingly,  truftees  and  governors,  confining  of 
the  moll  eminent  perfons  of  the  kingdom,  were 
appointed,  and  regulations  eftablifhed  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  noble  mufeum,  which  was  depo- 
fited  in  MontagUr-Houfe,  one  of  the  rooft  magnifi- 
cent edifices  in  England,  where  it  is  fubje&ed,  with- 
out referve,  to  the  view  of  the  publkk,  under  cer- 
tain necefiary  reftridlions,  and  exhibits  a  glorious 
monument  of  national  tafte  and  liberality.*  In  the 
beginning  of  June  the  feffion  of  Parliament  was 
clofed  by  his  Majefty,  who  mentioned  nothing  par- 
ticular in  his  fpeech,  but  that  the  ftate  of  foreign 
affairs  had  fuffered  no  alteration  fince  their  meet- 
ing. 

§  XXX.  The  genius  of  the  Englifh  people  is 
perhaps  incompatible  with  a  ftate  of  pcrfedl  tran- 
quillity:  if  it  is  not  ruffled  by  foreign  provocations, 
•  or  agitated  by  unpopular  meafures  of  donaeftick  ad- 
giinillration,  it  will  undergo  temporary  fermenta- 
tions from  the  turbulent  ingredients  inherent  in  its 
own  conftitution.  Tumults  are  excited,  and  fac- 
tion kindled  into  rage  and  inveteracy,;  by  incidents 
of  the  moft  frivolous  nature.  At  this  jun&ure  the 
metropolis  of  England  was  divided  and  difcompofed 

•  The  library  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane  confided  of  above  fifty  thou- 
fand  volumes,  including  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  baoks  of  draw- 
ings, and  three  thou  fa  nd  five  hundred  and  fixteen  manufcripts,  befides 
a  multitude  of  prints.  The  mufeum  comprehended  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  medals,  coins,  urns,  utenfils,  feals,  cameOs,  intaglios,  preci- 
ous ftoncs,  veffels  of  agate  and  jafper,  chryftals,  fpars,  foffils,  metals, 
minerals,  oars,  earths*  fands,  fairs,  bitumens,  fulpburs*  amber, 
ambergvife,  talcs  mire,  teftecea,  corals,  fponges,  echini*  echenitet> 
afterijc,  trochi,  cruftatia,  ftellae  marina?,  fifties,  bird*,  eggs,  and 
nefts,  vipers  ferpents,  quadrupeds,  in  lefts,  human  calcula  anatomi- 
cal, preparations,  feeds,  gums,  roots,  dried  plants,  pictures,  draw* 
frigs,  and  mathematical  inftrumeqts.  All  thele  articles,  with  a  fhort 
account  of  each,  are  fpecified  in*  thirty-eight  volumes  in  folioy  and 
eight  in  quarto.  ,  ' 

in 
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in  a  furprifing  manner,  by  a  difpute  in  itfelf  of  fo  C  h  a  P. 
little  confcquencc  to  the  community,  that  it  could  II. 
not  deferve  a  place  in  a  general  hiftory,  if  it  did  ^^l  7^ 
not  ferve  to  convey  a  charadteriftick  idea  of  the  *  * 
Englifh  nation.  In  the  beginning  'of  the  year  an 
obfcure  damfel,  of  low  degree,  whofe  name  was 
Elizabeth  Canning,  promulgated  a  report,  which  in 
a  little  time  attracted  the  attention  of  the  pubfick. 
She  affirmed,  that  on  the  firft  day  of  the  new  year, 
at  night,  fhe  was  feized  under  Bedlam-wall  by  two 
ruffians,  who  having  ftripped  her  of  her  upper  appa- 
rel, fecured  her  mouth  with  a  gag,  and  threatened 
to  murder  her  fhould  (he  make  the  leaft  noife ;  that 
they  conveyed  her  00  foot  about  ten  miles,  to  a 
place  called  Enfield-wafh,  and  brought  her  to  the 
houfe  of  one  Mrs.  Wells,  where  (he  was  pillaged  of 
her  ftays ;  and,  becaufe  fhe  refufed  to  turn  profti- 
tute,  confined  in  a  cold,  damp,  feparate,  and  un- 
furniflied  apartment ;  where  fhe  remained  a  whole 
month,  without  any  other  fuftenance  than  a  few 
ftale  crufts  of  bread,  and  about  a  gallon  of  water  ; 
till  at  length  (he  forced  her  way  through  a  window, 
and  ran  home  to  her  mother's  houfe,  almoft  naked,  « 
in  the  night  of  thq  t^enty-ninth'of  January.  This 
ftory,  improbable  and  unfupported,  operated  fo 
itrongly  on  the  paffions  of  the  people  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Aldermanbury,  where  Canning's  mo- 
ther lived,  and  particularly  among  fanaticks  of  all 
denominations,  that  they  raifed  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, with  furprifing  eagemefs,  in  order  to  bring 
the  fuppofed  delinquehts  to  juftice.  Warrants  were 
granted  for  apprehending  Wells,  who  kept  the  houfe 
at  Enfield-wafn,  and  her  accomplices,  'the  fervant- 
maid',  whofe  name  was  Virtue  Hall,  and  one  Squires, 
an  old  gipfey-woman,  which  laft  was  charged  by 
Canning,  of  haviqg  rdbbed  her  of  her  ftays.  Wells, 
though  acquitted  of  the  felony,  was  punifhed  as  ^ 
bawd.  Hall  turned  evidence  for  Canning,  but  after- 
wards recanted.     Squires,  the  gipfey,  was  convi&ed 

s  '    of 
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Boo  Kof  die  robbery,  though  fhe  produced  undoubted 
W^     evidence  to  prove  that  (he  was  at  Abbotfbury  in 

^^T^Dotfetfhire  that  very  night  in  which  the  felony  was 
'  *  fi^d  to  be  committed,  and  Canning  and  her  friends 
fell  into  diyer$  contradictions  during  the  courfe  of 
the  trial.  By  this  time  the  prepdffeffion  of  the  com- 
ipoa  people  in  her  favour  had  rifen  to  fuch  a  pitch 
vof  enthufiafm,  that  the  rood  palpable  truths  which 
x appeared  on  the  other  fide,  had  no  other  eflfedt  than 
that  of  exafperating  them  to  the  mod,  dangerous 
degree  of  rage  and  revenge.  Some  of  the  witnefies 
fpr  Squires,  though  periods  of  unblemifhed  charac- 
ter, were  fo  intimidated,  that  they  durft  not  enter 
the  coujt ;  an4  thofe  who  had  rdfolution  enough  to 
give  evidence  in  her  behalf,  ran  the  rifque  of  ailaffi- 
nation  from  the  vulgar  that  furrounded  the  place, 
On  this  occaUon,  Sir  Crifp  Gafcoyne,  Lord  Mayor 
of  London,  behaved  with  that  laudable  courage  and 
humanity  which  ought  ever  to  diitinguifh  the  chief 
ruagiftrate  of  fvich  a  metropolis.  Confidering  the 
improbability  of  the  charge,  the  heat,  partiality, 
and  blind  enthufiafnl  with  which  it  was  profecuted, 
and  being  convinced  of  the  old  woman's  innocence 
by  a  great  number  of  affidavits,  voluntarily  fent  up 
from  the  country  by  pcrfons  of  unqueftionable  cre- 
dit, he,  in  conjunction  with  fomc  other  worthy  citi- 
zen^ refolyed  to  oppofe  the  torrent  of  vulgar  pre- 
judice,. Application  was  made  to  the  throne  for 
njercy :  the  ca£  \yas  referred  to  the  Attorney  and 
SofycitjOt-GenefaJ,  who,  having  examined  the  evi- 
dences on  both  fides,  made  their  report  in  favour  of 
Squires  to  the  King  and  Council ;  and  this  poor  old 
creature  was  indulged  with  his  Majefty's  pardon. 
'  This  aftair  was  now  fwelled  up  into  fuch  a  faction  as 
divided  the  greatenpaxt  of  the '  kinguotii,  including 
the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  the  high  as  well  as  the 
hiimble.  Pamphlets  and  pafquinades  were  pub- 
lished Qn.  both  fides  of  the  difpute,  which  beqan&e 
•   the  general  topick  of  converfatipn  in  qll  aflemWies, 

and 
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and  people  bf  all  ranks  efpoufed  one  or  other  partyc  HAP. 
with  as  much  warmth  and  animofity  as  had  ever  JI- 
inflamed  the  Whigs  and  Tories,  even  at  the  moft^£^ 
rancorous  period  of  their  oppofition.  Subfcrip- 
rions  were  opened,  and  large  Turns  levied,  on  one 
Jide,  to  profecute  for  perjury  the  perfons  on  whofe 
evidence  the  pardon  had  been  granted.  On  the 
other  hand,  thofe  who  had  intcrefted  themfelves  for 
the  gipfey  refolved  to  fupport  her  witnefles,  and,  if 
poffible,  deteft  the  impouure  of  Canning.  Bills  of 
perjury  were  preferred  on  both  fides.  The  evi- 
dences for  Squires  were  tried  and  acquitted ;  at  firft 
Canning  abfconded ;  but  afterwards  furrendered  to 
take  her  trial,  and  being,  after  a  long  hearing,  found 
guilty,  wastranfported  to  the  Britifh  colonies.,  The 
zeal  of  her  friends,  however,  feemed  to  be  inflamed 
by  her  convidion  ;  and  thofe  who  carried  on  the 
profecution  'againft  her  were  infulted,  even  to  tbe 
danger  of  their  lives.  They  fupplied  her  with  ne- 
ceflaries  of  all  forts,  paid  for  her  tranfportation  in  a 
private  thip,  where  (he  enjoyed  all  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  that  could  be  afforded  in  that 
ikuation,  and  furnithed  her  with  fuch  recornmen* 
dations  as  fecured  to  her  a  very  agreeable  reception 
in  New-England. 

§  XXXI.  Next  to  this  very  remarkable  tranfac- 
tidn,  the  incident  that  principally  diftinguiftied  this  » 
year  in  England,  was  the  execution  of  Dr.  Archi- 
bald Cameron,  a  native  of  North-Britain,  and  bro- 
ther to  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  chief  of  that  numerous 
and  warlike  tribe,  who  had  taken  the  field  with  the 
Prince- Pretender.  After  the  battle  of  Culloderi, 
where  he  was  dangeroufly  wounded,  he  found  means 
to  efcape  to  the  Continent.  His  brother,  the  Doc- 
tor, had  acconlpanied  him  in  all  his  expeditions, 
though  not  in  a  military  capacity,  and  was  included 
with  him  in  the  aft  of  attainder  palled  againft  thofe 
who  had  been'  concerned  in*  the  rebellion.  Notwith- 
funding  the  imminent  danger    attending  fuch    an 

attempt. 
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Boo  Katteirtpt,  the  Do&or  returned  privately  to  Scotland, 
^J["-  in  order  (as  it  was  reported)  to  recover  a  fum  of 
1753#  money  belonging  to  the  Pretender,  which  had  been 
embezzled  by  his  adherents  in  that  country.  What- 
ever may  have  been  his  inducement  to  re-vifit  his 
native  country  under  fuch  a  predicament,  certain 
it  is,  he  was  discovered,  apprehended,  conduced 
to  London,  confined  in  the  Tower,  examined  by 
the  privy-council,  and  produced  in  the  Court  of 
King's-Bench,  where  his  identity  being  proved  by 
feveral  witnefies,  he  received  fentence  of  death,  and 
was  executed  at  Tyburn.  The  terror  and  refent- 
ment  of  the  people,  occafioned  by  the  rebellion, 
having  by  this  time  fublided,  thftir  numane  paffions 
did  noj  fail  to  operate  in  favour  of  this  unfortunate 
gentleman:  their  pity  was  mingled  with  efteem, 
arifing  from  his  perfonal  chara&er,  which  was  alto- 
gether unblemished,  and  his  deportment  on  this 
occafion,  which"  they  could  not  help  admiring,  as 
the  ftandard  of  mahly  fortitude  and  decorum.  The 
populace,  though  not  very  fubjedl  to  tender  emo- 
tions, were  moved  to  compaflion  and  even  to  tears, 
by  his  behaviour  at  the  place  of  execution ;  and 
many  fincere  well-wifhcrs  to  the  prefent  eftablilh- 
meht  thought  that  .the  facrifice  of  this  vi&im,  at 
fuch  a  jun&ure,  could  not  redound  either  to  its  ho- 

•  nour  or  fecurity. 

^  XXXII.  The  turbulent  fpirit,  which  is  never 
totally  extinguifhed  in  this  ifland,  manifefted  itfelf 
in  fundry  tumults  that  broke  out  in  different  parts 
of  South-Britain.  The  price  of  provifion,  and 
bread  in  particular,  being  raifed  to  an  exorbitant 
rate,  in  confequence  of  an  abfunj  exportation  of 

•  corn,  for  the  fake  of  the  bounty,  a  formidable  body 
of  colliers,  and  other  labouring  people,  raifed  an 
infurredtion  at  Briltol,  began  to  plunder  the  corn- 
veffeJs  in  the  harbour,  and  commit  fuch  outrages  in 
th  i  city,  that  the  magiftrates.  were  obliged  to  have 
recourfe   to  the  military  power.'    A  troop  of  dra- 

6     *  goons 
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goons  were  fent  to  their  affiftance,  and  the  infur-CHAP. 
gents  were  quelled,  though  not  without  fome  blood-      **• 
fhed.     .Commotions  of  the  fame  kind  were  excited v       ~ 
in  yoritflhire,  Manchefter,  and   ffcveral  other  places 
in  the  northern  counties.     At  Leeds,  a  detachment 
of  the  King's  troops  were  obliged  in  their  own  de- 
fence to  fire  upon  the  rioters,  eight  or  nine  of  whom 
were  killed  on  the  fpot ;  and,  indeed,  fo  little  -care 
had  been  taken  to  reftrain  the  -licentious  infolence  of 
the  vulgar  by  proper  laws  and  regulations,  duly  exe- 
cuted under  the  eye  of  civil  magiftracy,  that  a  mili- 
tary power  was  found  abfolutely  neceflary  to  main^ 
tain  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

$  XXXIII.   The  tranquillity  of  the   Continent 
was  not  endangered  by  any  new  conteft  or  diftur- 
bance:  yet  the  breach   between  the  Clergy  and  the- 
Parliament  of  Paris  was  every  day  more  and  more 
widened,  and  the  people  were  pretty  equally  divided 
between  fuperflition  and  a  regard  for  civil  liberty. 
The  Parliament  having  caufed  divers  ecclefiafticks 
to  be  apprehended,  for  having  refufed  to  adrninifter 
the  facraments  to  perfons  in  extremity,  who  refufed 
to  fubferibe  to  the  bull   Unigenitus,  all  of  them  de- 
clared they  a&ed  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
Archbifhop  of  Paris.     Application  being  made  to 
this  haughty  prelate,  he  treated  the  deputies  of  the 
Parliament  with  the  moft  fupercilious  contempt,  and 
even  feemed  to  brave  the  powei1  and  authority  of 
that  body.     They,  on  the  other  hand,  proceeded  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  recufant  clergy,  until  their 
Sovereign  ordered  them  to  defift.     Then  they  pre- 
feqted  remonftrances  to  his  Majefty,  reminding  him 
of  their  previleges,  and  the  duty   of  their  ftation, 
which  obliged  them  to  do  juflice  on  all  delinquents. 
In  the  mean  time,  they  continued  to  perform  their 
fun£iions,  and  even  commenced  a  profecution  againft  * 
the   Bifhop  of  Orleans,  whom  they  fummoned  to 
attend  their  tribunal.     Next  day  they  received  from 
Verfailles  a  Uttre  de  cachet,  accompanied  by  letters 

patent, 
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boo  Kpatent,  commanding  tbem  to  fufpend  all  profecu- 
ni-     tions  relating  to  the  refu&l  of  the  facraments ;  and 

V^C^ ordering  the  lettets  patent  to  be  regiftered.     Inftead 
of  obeying  thefe  commands,  they  prefented  new  re- 
monftrances,  fo/  anfwers  to  which  they  were  referred 
to  the  King's  former  declarations.     In  confequence 
of  this  intimation,  they  had  fpirit  enough  to  refolve, 
"  That,  whereas    certain    evil-minded  perfons  haa 
"  prevented    truth  from  reaching  the   throne,    the 
"  chamhers  remained  afiemblcd,  and  ail  other  bull- 
"\  nefs   fhould  be  fufpended."     The  affair  was  now 
become  very  ferious.     His  Majefty,  by  frefh  letters 
patent, '  renewed  his  orders,  and   commanded  them 
to  proceed  with  their  ordinary  bufinefs,  on  pain    of 
incurring  his  difpleafure.     They  forthwith   came  to 
another  refolution,  importing,  that  they  could  not 
obey  this  injunction  without  a  breach  of  their  duty 
and  their  oath.  .  Next  day   Uttres  de  cachet  Were 
ifliaed,  baniihing  to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom 
all-  the  members,  except  thofe  of  the   great   cham- 
ber, which  the  court  did  not  find  more  tractable  than 
their  brethren.     They  forthwith  refolved  to  abide 
by  the  two  rcfolutions   mentioned  above ;  and,  as 
aa.iaftanqe  of  their  unfhaken  fortitude,  ordered  an 
ecclefiaftick  to  be  taken  into   cuftody  for  refuting 
the*  facraments.     This   fpirited     meaiiire    involved 
them  in- the  fete  of  the  reit ;  for  they  were  alfo  exiled. 
fr?m-  Paris,  the   citizens  of  which   did  not   fail  to 
extol  their  conduct  with  the  loudeft  encomiums,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  exprefs  their  refentment  againft 
the  clergy,  who  could  not  ftir  abroad  wijthout  being 
expofed  to  violence  or  infult.     The  example  of  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  was  followed  by  that  of  Rouen, 
which  had  courage  enough  to  ifiue  orders  for  appre- 
hending the  Bifhop  of  Evreux,  becaufe  he  had  re- 
1  fufedto  appear  when  fummoned.  to  their  tribunal. 

Their  decrees  on  this  occafion  being  annulled  by  the 
King's  council-  of  date,  they  prefenteda  bold  remon- 
'  ftraAce,  which>  however,  had  no  other.  efte&  than 
5  that 
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that  of  exafperating  the  miniftry.     A  grand  deputa-c  hap. 
tion  being  ordered  to  attend  the  King,   they  were     U. 
commanded  to  defift  from  intermeddling  in   dif-v-^v~*-/ 
putes  relating  to  the  refufal  of  the  facraments,  and    1753" 
to  yegifter  this  injun&ion.     At  their  return  they  had 
recourfe  to  a  new  remonftrance  ;  and  one  of  their 
principal  counfellors,  who  had  fpoken  freely  in  the 
debates  on  thia  fubjetft,  was  arretted  by  a  party  of 
dragoons,  who  carried  him  prifoner  to  the  cattle  of 
Dourlens.     In  a  word,  the*  body  of  the  people  de- 
clared for  the  Parliament,   in  oppofition  to  ecclefi- 
afhcal  tyranny ;   and,   had  they  not  been  over-awtd 
by  a  formidable  {landing  army,    would    certainly 
have  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  liberties;, 
while  the  Monarch  weakly  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
governed  by  prieftly  deluiions ;  and,   fecure  in  his 
military  appointment,  feemed  to  fet  the  reft  of  his 
fubjedts  at  defiance.     Apprehenfive,   however,  that 
thefe  difputes  would  put  an  entire  ftop  to  the  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice,  he,  .by  letters  patent,  eftablifhcd 
a  Royal  chamber  for  the  profecutidn  of  fuits  civil  and 
criminal,  which  was  opened  with  a  folemn  mafs  per-. 
formed  in  the  Queen's  chapel  at  the  Louvre,  where 
all  the  members  affifted.     On  this  occafion  another 
difficulty  occurred.     The  letters  patent,   conftitu- 
ting  this  new  court,  ought  to  have  been  regiftered 
by  the  Parliament,  which  was  now  no  more.    To 
remedy  this  defeat,  application  was  made  to  the  in- 
ferior court  of  the  Chatelet ;  which  refufing  to  re- 
gifter  them,  one  of  its  members  was  committed  to 
the  Baftile,    and  another  abfconded.     Intimidated 
by  this  exertion  of  defpotick  power,  they  allowed 
the  King's  officers  to  enter  the  letters  in  their  regif-     * 
ter;  but  afterwards  adopted  more  vigorous  refoh*- 
tions.    The  Lieutenant  civil  appearing  in  their  court, 
all  the  counfellors  rofe  up  and  retired,  leaving  him 
alofls,  and  on  the  table  an  arret,   importing,   That 
whereas  the  confinement  of  one  of  tlieir  members, 
the  profccution  of  another,  who  durft  not  appear, 
and  the  pre&at-  calamities  of  the  nation,  gave  thenx   ' 

juft 
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Boo  K  juft  apprehenfion  for  their  own  perfons,   they  had, 

lllm     after  mature  deliberation,  thought  proper  to  retire. 

J7S3i     Thus  a  dangerous  ferment  was  excited  by  the  King's 

efpoufing  the  caufe  of  fpiritual  infolence  and  oppref- 

fion  againft  the  general  voice  of  his  people,  and  the 

plaineft  dictates  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe. 

$  XXXIV.    The   property    of    Eaft    Friezeland 
continued  Hill  to  be  the  fource  of  contention  be- 
tween the  Electors  of  Brandenburgh  and  Hanover. 
The  interefts  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  being  power- 
fully fupported  t>ythe  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  minif- 
ter  of  that  power  at  the  diet  propofed  that  the  af- 
fair fhould  be  takqn  into  immediate  confideration. 
He  was  feconded  by  the  Minifter  of  Brunfwick; 
but  the  envoy  from  Brandenburgh,  having  protefted 
in  form  againft  this  procedure,  .withdrew  from  the 
aflembly,  and  the  Brunfwick  Minifter  made  a  coun- 
ter prbteftation,  after  which  he  alfo  retired.     Then 
a  motion  being  made,  that  this  difpute  fhould  be 
referred  to  the  decifion  of  the  Aulick  council  at 
Vienna,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  ma- 
jority of  fourteen  voices.  •  His  Pruffian   Majefty's 
final  declaration  with  regard  to  this  affair  was  after- 
wards prefented  to  the  diet,  and  anfwered  in  the  fe- 
quel  by  a  memorial  from  his  Britannick  Majefty  as 
N   Ele&or  of   Hanover.     Some  other  petty  difputes 
likewife  happened  between  the  Regency  of  Hanover 
and  the  city  of  Munfter  ;  and  the  former  claiming 
fome  bailiwicks  in  the  territories  of  Bremen,  fequef- 
tered  certain  revenues  belonging  to  this 'city,  in  Stade 
and  Ferden,  till  thefe  claims  fhould  be  fatisfied. 
^  XXXV.  The  Court  of  Vienna  having  dropped 
.  for  the  prefent  the  fcheme  for  ele6Hng  a  King  ot  the 
Romans,  concluded  a  very  extraordinary  treaty  with 
the  Duke  of  Modena,   ftipulating,  that  his  ferenc 
Highnefs  fhouldbe  appointed  perpetual  Governor  of 
the  duchy  of  Milan,  with  a  falary  of  ninety  thou- 
sand florins,  on  condition  that  he  fhould  maintain  a 
body  of  four  thoufand  men,  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  Emprefs- Queen ;    that  her    Imperial    Majefty 

fhould 
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fhould  have  a  right  to  place  garrifons  in"  the  citadels  c  HAP. 
of  Mirandola  and  Reggio,  as  well  as  in  the  caftle^  ^f^ 
of  Mafla-Carrara :    that  the  Archduke  Peter  Leo-^ 
pold,  third  fon  of  their  Imperial  Majefties,  fhould 
efpoufe  the  daughter  of  the  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Modena,  by  the  heirefs.  of  Mafla-Carrara;  and  in 
cafe  of  her  dying  without  heirs  male,  the  eftates 
of  that  houfe  and  the  duchy  of  Mirandola  fhould 
devolve  to  the  Archduke ;  but  in  cafe  of  her  having 
male  iflue,  that  fhe  fhould  enjoy  the  principality  of 
Fermia,  and  other  poflefiions  in  Hungary,  claimed 
by  the  Duke  of  Mondena,  for  her  fortune  :  finally, 
that  on  the  extinction,  of  the  male  branch   of   the 
houfe  of  Efte,  all  the  dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Mo- 
dena  fhould  devolve  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

$  XXXVI.  While  the  powers  on  the  continent 
of  Europe  were  thus  employed  in  ftrengthening  their 
refpe<5live  interefts,  and  concerting  meafures  for 
preventing  any  interruption  of  the  general  tranquil- 
lity, matters  were  faft  ripening  to  a  frefh  rapture 
between  the  fubje&s  of  Great-Britain  and  France, 
in  different  parts  of  North- America.  We  have  al- 
ready obferved  that  commiflaries  had  been  appoint- 
ed, and  conferences  opened  at  Paris,  to  determine 
the  difputes  between  the  two  crowns,  relating  to 
the  boundaries  of  Nova-Scotia ;  and  we  took  notice 
in  general  of  the  little  arts  of  evafion  pra<Slifed  by 
the  French  commiflaries,  to  darken  and  perplex  the 
difpute,  and  elude  the  pretenfions  of  his  Britannick 
Majefty.  They  perfifted  in  employing  thefe  arts  of 
chicanery  and  cavil  with  fuch  perfeverance,  that  the 
negociation  proved  abortive,  the  conferences  broke 
up,  and  every  thing  feemed  to  portend  approaching 
hoftilities.  But,  before  we  proceed  to  a  detail  of 
the  incidents  which  were  the  immediate  forerunners 
of  the  war,  we  will  endeavour  to  convey  a  juft  idea  • 
of  the  difpute  concerning  Nova-Scotia;  which, 
we  apprehend,  is  But  imperfedlly  understood, 
though  of  the  utmoft%  importance  to  the  intereft  of 
Great-Britain. 

§  XXXVII. 
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K     §  XXXVIL  Nova-Scotia,  called  by  the  French 
_^- Acadia,    lies  between  the  forty-fourth  and   fiftieth 
'753.    degrees  of  north  latitude,  having  New  England  and 
the  Atlantick  ocean  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft,  and 
the  river  and  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence  to  the  north  and 
»  north-eaft.    The  winter,  which  continues  near  feven 
months  in  this  country,  is  intenfely  cold ;  and  with- 
out the  intervention  of  any  thine  that  can  be  called 
fpringj  it  is  immediately  fucceeded  by  a  fummer, 
the  heat  of  which  is  almoft  infupportable,   but  of 
no  long  continuance.    The  foil  in  general  is  thin 
and  barren,  though  fome  parts  of  it  are  faid  to  be 
equal  to  the  belt  land  in  England.     The  whole 
country  is  covered  with  a  perpetual  fog,  even  after 
the  fummer  has  commenced.    It  was  firft  pqfiefied  by 
the  French,  before  they  made  any  eftablifhment  in 
Canada;  who,  by  dint  of  induftrv  and  indefatiga- 
ble perfeverance,.  in  ftruggling  with  the  many  diffi- 
culties they  neceffarily  laboured  under  in  the  infancy 
of  this  fettlement,  fubfifted  tolerably  well,  and  in- 
creafed  confiderably,  with  very  little  affiftance  'from 
Europe:  whilft  we,  even  now,  fnould  lofe the  immenfe 
expence  we  have  already  been  at  to  fettle  a  colony 
there,  and  fhould  fee  all  our  endeavours  to  that  end 
defeated,  if  the  fupport  of  the  Royal  hand  was  with- 
drawn but  for  a  moment.     This  country,   by  the 
pofleffion  of  which   an  enemy  would  be  enabled 
greatly  to  annoy  all  our  other  colonies,  and,  if  in 
the  hands  of  the  French,  would  be  of  lingular  fer- 
vice  both  to  their  fifhery  and  their  fugar  iflands,  has 
frequently  changed  hands  from  the  French  to  the 
Englifh,  "and  from  the  Englifli  back  again  to  the 
French,  till  our  right  to  it  was  finally  fettled  by  the 
twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  all 
the  country  included  within  the  ancient  limits  of 
what  was  called  Nova-Scotia  or  Acadia,  was  ceded 
to  the  Engliih,     This  article  was  confirmed  by  the 
treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle :  but,   for  want  of  ascer- 
taining d&in&ly  what  were  the  bounds  intended  to 

be 
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be  fixed    by  the  two  nations  with  refpeft  to  this  CHAF. 

Erovince,  difputcs  arofe,  and    commiflaries,  as    we    ^^ 
ave  obferved,    were  appointed  by  both  fides,  to* 
adjuft  the  litigation. 

$  XXXVIII.  The  commiflaries  of  the  King  of 
Great- Britain  conformed  themfelves  to  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  treaty  itfelf,  and  affigned  thofe  as  the 
ancient  limits  of  this  country  which  had  always 
pafled  as  fuch,  from  the  very  ealieft  time  of  any 
certainty,  dowjr  to  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty; 
which  the  two  crowns  had  frequently  declared  to  be 
fuch,  and  which  the  French  had  often  admitted  and 
allowed.  Thefe  limjts  are,  the  fouthern  bank  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the  north,  and  Pentagoet 
to  the  weft:  the  country  fituated  between  thefe 
boundaries  is  that  which  the  French  received  by  the 
treaty  of  St.  Germain's,  in  the  year  one  tboufand 
fix  hundred  and  thirty- two,  under  the  general  name 
of  Acadia.  Of  this  country,  thus  limited,  they 
continued  in  pofleffion  from  that  period  to  the  year 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-four,  wheA  a 
defcent  was  made  upon  it,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Sedgwick.  That  thefe  were  then  the  un- 
difputed  limits  of  Acadia,  his  Britannick  Majefty's 
commiflaries  plainly  proved,  by  a  letter  of  Louis 
XIII.  to  the  Sieurs  Charnifay  and  La  Tour,  regu- 
lating, their  jurisdictions,  in  Acadia ;  by  the  fubfe- 
quent  commiflions  of  the  French  King  to  the  fame 
perfons,  as  Governors  of  Acadia,  in  the  fequel ; 
and  by  that  which  was  afterwards  graiited  to  the 
SieurDenys,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred- 
and  fifty-jfour ;  all  of  which  extend  the  bounds  of  this 
country  from  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  Pentagoet ' 
and  New-England.  That  thefe  were  the  notions  of 
the  French  with  Vefpe<5t  to  the  ancient  limits  of  this 
province  was  further  confirmed  by  the  demand  made 
by  their  Ambafiador,  in  the  courle  of  .that  fame  year, 
for  the  reftitution  of  the  forts  Pentagoet,  St.  John's 
and  Port-Royal,  as  forts  fituated  in  Acadia.  In 
the  year  one  thoufand   fix  hundred  and  fi^ty-two 

upon, 
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BOO  Klipon  the  revival  of  the  claim  of  Prance  to  the  country 
IIL     of  Acadia,  which  had  been  left  undecided   hy  the 
Sm0^^  treaty  of  Weft  minfter,  the  French  Ambafiador,  then 
at  the  Court  of  London,  affigned  Pentagoet  as  the 
weftern,  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence  as  the  nothern 
boundary  of  that  country;  and  alledged  the  reditu- 
tion  of  Acadia  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  an>d  the  poflefiion  taken  by  Prance 
in  confequence  thereof,,  as  well  as  the  continuation 
N  of  that  pofiefliori,  with  the  fame  limits,  to  the  year 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-four,  as  proofs  of 
*  the  equity  and  validity  of  the  claim  he  then  made : 
in  which  claim,  and  in  the  manner  of  fupporting  it, 
he  was  particularly  approved  of  by  the    Court  of 
France.     The  fame  Court  afterwards  thought  it  fo 
ctear,  upon  former  determinations,    and    her    own 
former  pofleffions,  that  the  true  ancient  boundaries 
of  Acadia  were  Pentagoet  to  the  weft,  ind  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  to  the  north,  that  fhe  defired  no  fpe- 
cification  of  limits  in  the  treaty  of  Breda,  but  was 
contented  with  the  reftitution  of  Acadia,  generally 
named :  and,  upon  a  difpute  which    arofe  'in    the 
execution  of  this  treaty,    France    re-aflerted^   and 
'  Great-Britain,  after  fome   difcufiion,  agreeel  to  the 
above-mentioned    limits    of  Acadia;    and    France 
obtained   poflefiion  of  that  country,    fo    bounded, 
under  the  treaty  of  Breda.     The  fenfe  of   France 
upon,  this  fubjedl,  in  the   years  one    thoufand  fix 
hundred    and   eighty-five,    and .  one    thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eighty- feven,  was  alfo  clearly  mani- 
fefted,  in  the  memorials  delivered  at  that  time  by 
the  French  Ambaflador  at  the  Court  of  London, 
complaining  of  fome  encroachments   made  by  the 
IJnglifti  upon  the  coaft  of  Acadia :  he  defcribed  the 
country  as  extending  from  ifle  Percee,,  which  lies  at 
the  entrance  of  the   river    St.    Lawrence,    to    St. 
George's  ifland  :  and   again,  in  a  fubfequent   com- 
plaint,  mad*    by    Monf.   Barillon    and    Monf.  de 
Bonrepaus  to  the  Court  of   Great-Britain,    againft 
the  judge  o£  Pemaquid,  for  having  feized  the  efte<3s 

of 


GEORGE    IL  3g0 

oF  a  French  merchant  at  Pentagoet,  which,  faidcHAP* 
they,  was  fituated  in  Acadia,  as  reftored  to  France  n. 
by  the  treaty  of  Breda.  To  explain  the  fenfe  of  ^7^$!^ 
France,  touching  the  bounds  of  Acadia  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred,  the  Britilh  commifla- 
ries  produced  a  propolal  of  the  French  Ambafiador, 
then  refiding  in  Great-Britain,  to  reftrain  the  limits 
of  that  country  to  the  river  St.  George.  They  alfo 
intlanced  the  furrender  of  Port-Royal  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ten,  in  which 
Acadia  is  defcribed  with  the  fame  limits  with  which 
France  had  received  it  in  the  years  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  one  thoufand,  fix  hun- 
dred and  iixty- feven.  And  further  to  afcertain  the 
fenfe  of  both  crowns,  even  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
itfelf,  they  produced  the  Queen  of  Great-Britain's 
iniirudtions  to  her  Ambafladors  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  eleven,  in  which  they  were 
dire&ed  to  infill,  - « That  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
"  jelly  fhould  quit  all  claim  or  title,  by  virtue  of 
*'  any  former  treaty,  or  otherwife,  to  the  country 
c*  called  Nova-Scotia,  and  exprefsly  to  Port-Royal, 
"  otherwife  Annapolis-Royal."  To  thefe  they 
added  a  manifeft  demonftration,  founded  on  indi£ 
putable  fafts,  proving  that  the  recital  of  the  feveral 
forts  of  right  which  France  had  ever,  pretended  to 
this  country,  and  the  fpecification.  of  both  terms,  • 
Acadia  or  Nova-Scotia,  were  intended  by  Great- 
Britain  to  obviate  all  doubts,  which  had  ever  been 
made  concerning  the  limits  of  Acadia,  and  to  com-  , 

prehefid  with  more  certainty  all  that  country  which  . 
France  had  ever  received  as  fuch :  finally,  to  fpecify 
what  France  confidered  as  Acadia,  During  the  treaty, 
they  referred  to  the  offers  of  that  crown  in  the  jrear 
one  thoufand  Teven  hundred  and  twelve,  in  which 
fhe  propofed  to  reftrain  the  boundary  of  Acadia  to 
the  river  St.  George,  as, a  departure  from  its  real 
boundary,  in  cafe  Great  Britain  would  reftoreto  her 
the  pofieffion  of  that  country.  From  all  thefe  fa6t* 
vol.  in,  -,  it 


37o  HISTORY   OP  ENGLAND. 

boo  Kit    plainly   appears   that    Great-Britain  demanded 
111  •     nothing  but  wnat  the  fair  conftru6tion  of  the  words 
^XT^of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  neceflarily  implies;  and 
that  it^is  impoffible  for  any  thing  to  have  more 
evident  marks  of  candour  and  fairnefs  in  it,  than 
the  demand  of  the  Englifh  on  this  occaiion.     From 
the  variety  of  evidence  bropght  in  fupport  of  this 
x  claim,  it  evidently  refults,  that  the  Englifh  Com- 
miflaries  affigned  no  limits  as  the  ancient  limits  of 
Acadia,  but  thofe  which  France  herfelf  determined 
to  be  fuch  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
thirty- two;  and  which  fhe  pofleffed,  in  confequence 
of  that  determination,  till  the  year  one  thoufand  ifc 
hundred  and  fifty-four;    that  in  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fixty-two  France  claimed,  and  received 
in  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-nine,  the 
country  which  Great-Britain  now  'claims  as  Aeadia, 
reftored  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Breda  under  that 
general  denomination :    That  France  never  confi- 
dered  Acadia,  as  having  any  other  limits  than  thofe 
which  were  affigned  to  it  from  the  year  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  thirty-two,  to  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ten;  and  that,  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,    fhe  engaged  to  transfer  that  very  fame 
country  as  Acadia,  which  France  has  always  afierted 
and  poflefled,  and  Great-Britain  now  claims,.as  fuch. 
Should  the  Crown  of  .France,  therefore,   be  ever 
willing  to   decide  what  are  the.  ancient  limits  of 
Acadia,  by  her  own  declarations  fo  frequently  made 
in  like  difcuflions  upon  the  fame  point,    by  her 
pofieffions  of  this  country  for  almoft  a  century,  and 
«  by  her  dfcfcription  of  Acadia,  during  the  ncgociation 

of  that  very  treaty  upon  which  this  doubt  is  railed, 
fhe  cannot  but  admit  the  claim  of  Great-Britain  to 
be  conformable  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  to  the 
defcription  of  the  country  transferred  to  Great- 
Britain  by  the  twelfth  article  of  that  treaty.  There 
is  a  confiftency  in  the  claim  of  the  Englifh,  and  a 
corapletenefs  in  the  evidence  brought  in  fupport  of 
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it,  which  is  fcldom  feen  in  difcuffions  of  this  fort  ;CHAp; 
for  it  rarely  happens,  in  difputes  of  fuch  a  nature  *  1L  . 
between  two  crowns,  that  either  of  them  can  fafelyv-#^^/ 
offer  to  have  its  pretenfions  decided  by  the  known  ~ 
and  repeated  declarations,  or  the  poffeflions  of  the 
other.  To  anfwer  the  force  of  this  detail  of  con- 
clufive  hiftorical  fa6ls,  and  to  ^ve  a  new  turn  to 
the  real  queftiori  In  difpute,  the  French  commifiaries, 
in  their  memorial,  laid  it  down  as  a  diftindhon 
made  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  that  the  ancient 
limits  of  Acadia,  referred  to  by  that  treaty,  are 
different  from  any  with  which  that  country  may 
have  pafled  under  the  treaties  of  St.  Germain's  and 
Breda;,  and  then  endeavoured  to  fhew,  upon  the 
teftimonies  of  maps  and  hiftorians,  that  Acadia. anct 
its  limits  were  anciently  confined  tQ  the  fouth-eaftern 
part  of  the  peninfula.  In  fupport  of  this  fyftem, 
the  French  commifiaries  had  recourfe  to  ancient 
maps  and  hiftorians,-  who,  as  they  aflerted,  had 
ever  confined  Acadia  to  the  limits  they  afligned. 
They  alledged,  that  thofe  commiflions  of  the 
French  government  over  Acadia,  which  the  Englifh 
cited  as  evidence  of  the  limits  they  claimed,  were 
given  as  commiflions  over  Acadia  and  the  country 
around  it,  and  not  over  Acadia  only:  that  the  whole 
of  the  country  claimed  by  the  Englifh  as  Acadia, 
could  not  poflibly  be  fuppofed  ever  to  be  confidered 
as  fuch,  becaufe  many  parts  of  that  territory  always 
did,  and  ftill  do,  prelerve  particular  and  diftin6t 
names.  They  affirmed  New  France  to  be  a  province 
in  itfelf;  and  argued,  that  many  parts  of  what  we 
claim  as  Acadia  can  never  have  been  in  Acadia, 
becaufe  hiftorians  and  the  French  commiflions  of 
government  exprefsly  place  them  in  New  France. 
They  aflerted,  that  no  evidence  can  be  drawn  of 
the  opinion  of  any  crown,  with  refpedt  to  the  limit* 
of  any  country,  from  its  declaration  during  the  ne- 
gociation  of  a  treaty ;  and,  in  the  end,  relying  upon 
maps  and  hiftorians  for  the  ancient  limits  of  Acadia, 

b  b  2  they 
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Boo  Kthey  pretended  that  the  cxprefs  reftitution  of  St 
"^ Germain's  and  the  pofleffion  taken  by  France  in 
I;53-  confequence  of  the  treaty  of  Breda,  after  a  long 
difcuffion  of  the  limits,  and  the  declaration  of  France 
during  the  negociation  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
were  foreign  to  the  point  in  queftion.  In  refutation 
of  thefe  maxims,  the  Engliffi.commiffaries  proved, 
from  an  examination  of  the  maps  and  hiftorians  cited 
by  the  French  in  fupport  of  their  fyftem,  that  if  this 
queftion ,  was  to  be  decided,  upon  the  authorities 
which  they  themfelves  allowed  to  belong,  and  to  be 
applicable  to  this  difcuffion,  the  limits  which  they 
affigned  were  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  beft  maps 
of  all  countries,  which  are  authorities  in  point  for 
almoft  every  part  of  the  claim  of  Great-Britain. 
They  fhevved,  that  the  French  hiftorians,  Champlain 
and  Denys,  and  particularly  this  laft,  with  his  com- 
iniffion  in  the  year  one  thousand  fix  hundred  and 
fifty*five,  affigned  the  fame  northern  and  weftera 
limits  to  Acadia  which  they  did ;  and  that  Efcarbot, 
Another  of  their  hiftorians,  as  far  as  any  evidence 
can  be  drawn  from  his  writings,  agrees  entirely  with 
the  former  two.  They  obferved,  that  all  thefe 
evidences  fall  in  with  and  confirm  the  better  autho- 
rities of  treaties,  and  the  feveral  tranfaftions  between 
the  two  crowns  for  near  a  century  pall;  and  that 
the  French  commiflaries,  by  deviating  from  treaties, 
;and  the  late  proceedings  of  the  two  crowns,  to  an- 
cient hiftorians  and  maps,  only  made  a  tranfition 
from  an  authentick  to  an  infufficient  fort  of  evidence, 
and  led  the  Englifli  commifiaries  into  an  inquiry, 
which  proved,  that  both  the  proper  and  the  impro- 
per, the  regular  and  the  foreign  evidence,  upon 
which  this  matter  had  been  refted,  equally  confuted 
the  limits  alledged  by  the  French  commiflaries  as 
the  ancient  limits  of  Acadia. 
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CHAR     III. 

I.  Ambitious fchemes  of  the  French  in  North- America. 
&  II.  Rife  and  conduct  of  the  Ohio  Company. 
§  III.  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  the 
French  Commander  at  Riviere-au-faeuf.  §  IV.  Per- 
fidious practices  of  the  French  in  Nova-Scotia.  $  V. 
Major  Laurence  defeats  the  French  neutrals.  §  VI. 
Brztifh  Ambaffador  at  Paris  amufed  with  general 
promifes.  $  VII.  Sejfion  opened.  §  VIII.  Supplies 
granted.  §  IX.  Repeal  of  the  aSfor  naturalizing 
Jewsr.  §  X.  Motion  for  repealing  a  former  ail  far 
vourable  to  the  Jews.     §  XI.  Eaft  India  mutiny-  * 

bill:    §  XII.  Cafe  of  Le  r.     §  XIII,  Sejlon 

clofed.  $  XIV.  Death  of  Mr.  Pelham,  Change  in 
the  miniflry.  $  XV.  New  Parliament  ajfembled  and 
prorogued.  %  XVI.  Difputes  in  the  Irifh  Parlia- 
ment. $  XVII.  Tranfa&ions  in  the  Eaft-Indies. 
$  XVIII.  Account  of  the  EngUJh fettlements  on  the 
Malabar  and  Coromandel  coaft.  $  XIX.  Difpute 
about  the  government  of  Arcot.  $  XX-  Mahommed 
Alt  Khanfupported  by  the  EngUJh.  %  XXI.  Mr. 
Clive  takes  Arcot .  \  XXII.  And  defeats  the  ene- 
my in  the  plains  of  Ara?ii,  and  at  Koveripauk.' 
§  XXIIL  He  reduces  three  forts9  and  takes  M. 
aAnteuil.  $  XXIV.  Chunda  Saib  taken  and  put 
to  death,  and  his  army  routed.  §  XXV.  Convene 
tion  between  the  Eaft*  India  Companies  of  England 
and  France.  ^  XXVI.  General  view  of  the  Srttifh 
colonies  in  North-America.  §  XXVII.  New  Eng- 
land and  New-York.  §  XXVIII.  New  Jerfey. 
4  XXIX.  Pennfylvania.  &  XXX.  Maryland. 
§  XXXI.  Virginia,  i  XXXII.  The  two  Caro- 
lina*. §  XXXIII.  Georgia.  §  XXXIV.  The 
French Jiirprize  Logs-Town,  on  the  Ohio.  $  XXXV; 
Conference  with  the  Indians  at  Albany.  §  XXXVI, 
Colonel  Wajhington  defeated  and  taken  by  the  French 
$n  the  Ohio.    $  XXXVII.  Divifions  among  the  Bri- 

tijk 


3£4  HISTORY  OF   ENGLAND. 

tljh  colonies.  §  XXXVIII.  The  Hereditary  Prince 
ofHeJfe-CaJfelprofeJfes  the  Roman  Catholick  religion. 
§  XXXIX.  Parliament  of  Paris  recalled  from  exile. 
§  XL.  Affairs  of  \  Spain  and  Portugal.  &  XLI. 
SeJJion  opened.  §  XLIL  Supplies  granted.  $  XLIII. 
Bill  in  Behalf  of  Chelfea  Penfioners.  XLIV.  Ox- 
fordshire election.  $  XLV.  Meffagefrom  the  King 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  $  XLVI.  Court  of  Ver- 
failles  amides  the  Englifh  miniftry.  $  XLVIL  Sef- 
Jioh  clofed. 

T^THILE  the  Britifh  miniftry  depended 
upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  conferences  be- 
"1753.  tween  the  Commifiaries  of  the  two  crowns  at  Paris, 
the  French  were  adlually  employed  in  executing  their 
plans  of  encroachment  upon  the  Britifli  colonies  in 
North- America.  Their  lcheme  was  to  engrofs  the 
whole  fur-trade  of  that  continent ;  and  they  had  al- 
ready made  great  progrefs  in  extending  a  chain  of 
forts,  conne&ing  tneir  fettlements  on  the  river  Mif- 
fiflippi  with  their  poflefiions  in  Canada,  along  the 
great  lakes  of  Eria  and  Ontario,  which  latt  iflues  into 
the  river  St.  Lawrence.  By  thefe  means  they  hoped 
to  exclude  the  Englifh  from  all  comtfluriication  and 
trafRck  with  the  Indian  nations,  even  thofe  that  lay 

.  contiguous  to  the  Britifh  fettlements,  and  confine 
them  within  a  line  of  their  drawing,  beyond  which 
they  fhould  neither  extend  their  trade  nor  planta- 
tions. Their  commercial  fpint  did  not  keep  pace 
with  the  gigantick  ftrides  of  their  ambition:  they 
could  not  fupply  all  thofe  Indians  with  the  neceffa- 
ries  they  wajitea,  fo  that  many  of  the  natives  had 
recourfe  to  the  Englifh  fettlements ;  and  this  com- 

,  merce  produced  a  connexion,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  Britifh  adventurers  ventured  to  travel  with 
merchandife  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  river  Ohio, 
that  runs  into  the  Miffiffippi,  a  great  way  on  the 
ether  fide  of  the  Apalachian  mountains,  beyond 
which  none  of  our  colonifts  had  ever  attempted  to 

penetrate. 
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penetrate.    The  tradt  of    country  lying  along  thee  HAP. 
Ohio  is  fo  fertile,  pleafant,  and  inviting,  ami  the  -*11* 
Indians,  called  Twightees,  who  inhabit  thole  delight-  u"*"v~*~r 
ful  plains,  were  fo  well  difpofed  towards  a  clofe  aU     *7S3# 
liance  with  the  Englifh,  that,  as  far  back  a9  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixteen,  Mr.  Spotf- 
wood,  Governor  of  Virginia,  propofed  a  plan  for 
erecting  a  company  to  fettle  fuch  lands  upon  this 
river  as  fhould  be  ceded  to  them  by  treaty  with  the. 
natives ;  but  the  defign  was  at  that  time  fruftrated, 
partly  by  the  indolence  and  timidity  of  the  Britifh 
miniftry,  who  were  afraid  of  giving  umbragfc  to  the 
French,  and  partly  by  the  jealoufies  and  divifions 
fubfifting  between  the  different  colonies  of  Great* 
Britain.     The  very  fame  circumftances   encouraged 
the   French  to  proceed  in  their  projedt  of  invafionl 
At  length,  they  penetrated  from  the  banks  of  the 
river  St.    Lawrence,   acrofs    lake  Champlain,    and 
upon    the  territory  of  New- York  built    with  im* 
punity,    and,    indeed,    without  oppofition,  the  fort 
of  Crown-Point,  the  moft  infolent  and  dangerous 
encroachment  that  they  had  hitherto  carried  into 
execution. 

$  II.  Governor  Spotfwood's  fcheme  for  an  Ohio 
company  was  revived  immediately  after  the  peace 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  when  certain  merchants  of  Lon- 
don, who  traded  to  Maryland  and  Virginia,  peti- 
tioned the  government  on  this  fubjeft,  and  were  in- 
dulged not  only  with  a  grant  of  a  great  tradt  of 
ground  to  the'  fouthward  of  Pennfylvania,  which  they 
promifed  to  fettle,  but  alfo  with  an  exclufive  privi- 
lege of  trading  with  the  Indians  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Ohio.  This  defign  no  fooner  tranfpired, 
than  the  French  Governors  of  Canada  took  the  alarm, 
and  wrote  letters  to  the  Governors  of  New- York  and  , 
Pennfylvania,  giving  them  to  underftand,  that  as  the 
Englifh  inland  traders  had  encroached  on  the  French 
territories  and  privileges,  by  trading  with  the  Indians 
under  the  protection  of  nis  Sovereign,   he  would 

feize 
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loo  K&ize  them  wherever  they  could  be  found,  if  they  did 
\2^1l  ftot  immediately  delHi  from  that  illicit  pra&ice.  No 
*7$3.  wgaid  being  paid  to  this  intimation,  he  next  jrear 
caufed  three  Britifti  traders  to  be  arrefted.  Their 
*cffe&s  were  confifcated,  and  they  themfehres  con- 
veyed to  Quebeck,  from  whence  they  were  fent  pri- 
foners  to  Rochelle  in  France,  and  there  detained  in 
confinement.  In  this  fituation  they  prefented  a  re- 
monftrance  to  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  at  that  time 
Englifh  Ambafiador  in  Paris,  and  he  claiming  them 
as  Britifh  fubje&s,  they  were  fet  at  liberty.  Al- 
though, in  anfwer  to  his  Lordfhip's  memorial,  the 
Court  of  Verfailles  promifed  to  tranfmit  orders  to 
the  French  Governors  in  America  to  ufe  all  their 
fcndeavours  for  preventing  any  difputes  that  might 
have  a  tendency  to  alter  the  .  good  correfpondence 
eftablifhed  between  the  two  nations  r  in  all  probabi- 
lity the  directions  given  were  feemingly  the  very 
reverfe  of  thefe  profeffions,  for  the  French  com- 
manders, partifans,  and  agents  in  America,  took 
every  ftep  their  bufy  genius  could  fuggeft,  to 
'  ftrengthen  their  own  power,  and  weaken  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Englifh,  by  embroiling  them  with  the 
Indian  nations.  This  talk  they  found'the  more  eafy, 
as  the  natives  had  taken  offence  againft  tKft^Eng- 
lifh,  wfren  they  '  underftood  that  their  fends  were 
given  away  without  their  knowledge,  and  that  there 
was  a  defign  to  build  forts  in  their  country,  without 
their  confent  and  concurrence.  Indeed  the  perfon, 
whom  the  new  Company  employed  toTurveythe 
banks  of  the  Ohio,  concealed  his  defign  fo  carefully, 
and  behaved  in  other  refpetfs  in  fuch  a  dark  myfie- 
rious  manner,  as  could  not  foil  to  aroufe  the  jealouiy 
of  a  people  naturally  inquifitive,  and  very  much  ad- 
<li&ed  to  fufpicion.  How  the  Company  propofed 
to  fettle  this  acquifition  in  defpite  of  tne  native  pof- 
feflbrs  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  and  it  is  ftill  more 
unaccountable  that  they  fhould  have  negle6ted  the 
natives,  whufe  cflnfent  and  affiftance  they  might  have 
7  procured 
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procured  .at  very  fmall  expcnce.     Inilead.  of.  #Qt-  c  H.AJP 
ang  fuch  a  fair,  open,  and  honourable  part,  thsylerit^^^**^* 
a  Mr..  Gift  to  make  a  clandeftine  furvey  of  the  couxi-     ,7J^ 
•  try>  as  fer  as-the  falls  of  the  river  Ohio;    aocli  as    : 
we  have  obferved  above,  his  conduit  alarmed,  bot]b 
the  French  and  Indians.    The  ere&ton  of  this  com* 
pany  was  equally  difagreeable  to  the  Separate  traders 
of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  who  faw  themfelvesdn 
the  eye  of  being  deprived  of  a  valuable  -branch-of 
traffick,  by  the  exclufive  character  of  a  monopoly;  and 
therefore  they  employed  their  emifiaries  to  foment 
the  jealoufy  of  the  Indians.  .^ 

$  III.  The  French  having  in  a  manner.com* 
rnenced  hoftilities  againft  the  Eoglifh,  and  actually 
built  forts  on  the  territories  of  the  Britifh  allies,  jit 
Niagara,  and  on  the  lake  Erie,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Go- 
vernor of  Pennfylvania,  communicated  this  intelli- 
gence to  the  Aflembly  of  the  province,  and.  rcprp- 
iented  the  neceffity  of  ere6Ung  truckJioufe^jor 
places  of  ftrength  and  fecurity,  on  the  river  Ohio,^to 
which  the  traders  might  retire  in  cafe  of.injult  pr 
moleftatdon.  The  propofal  was  approved,  and 
money  granted  for  the  purpofe ;  but  the  Aflembly 
could  not  agree  .about  the  manner  in  which  they  . 
Ihould  be  credted ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  the  French 
fortified  themfelves  at  leifure,  and  continued  to  ha- 
tafs  the  traders  belonging  to  the  Britifh  Settlements. 
Repeated  complaints  of  thefe  encroachments  and 
depredations  being  reprefented  to  Mr.  Dinwiddic,  , 
Governor  of  Virginia,  he,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
this  very  year,  fent  Major  Wafhington  with  a  letter 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  a  fort  which  the  French 
had  built  on  the  Riviere-au-Beuf,  which  falls  into 
the  Ohio,  not  far  from  the  lake  Erie,  In  this  letter  • 
Mr.  Dinwiddie  exprefled  his  furprize  that  the  French 
Ihould  build  forts  and  make  fettlements  on  the  river 
Ohio,  in  the  weflern  part  of  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain.  He  com- 
pUined  of  thefe  encroachments  as  well  as  of  the  in- 
juries done  to  the  fubjeds  of  Great-Britain,  in  open 

violation 
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loo  K  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the  treaties 
ul-  actually  fubiilling  between  the  two  Crowns.  He  de- 
l753  fired  to  know  by  whofe  authority  and  inftru&ions  his 
Britannick  Majefty's  territories  had  been  invaded ; 
and  required  him  to  depart  in  peace,  without  further 
profecuting  a  plan  which  mull  interrupt  the  har- 
mony and  good  undemanding  which  his  Majefty  was 
defirous  to  continue  and  cultivate  with  the  Moll 
Christian  King.  To  this  fpirited  intimation  the 
officer  replied,  That  it  was  not  his  province  to  fpe- 
cify  the  evidence,  and  demonftrate  the  right  of  the 
King  his  mailer  to  the  lands  iituated  on  the  river 
Ohio;  but  he  would  tranfmit  the  letter  to  the  Mar- 
,  quis  du  Quefne,  and  aft  according  to  the  anfwer  he 
ihould  receive  from  that  nobleman.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  faid  he  did  not  think  himfelf  obliged  to 
obey  the  furrimons  of  the  Engliih  Governor;  that  he 
commanded  the  fort  by  virtue  of  an  order  from  his 
General,  to  which  he  was  determined  to  conform 
with  all  the  precifion  and  refolution  of  a  good  officer. 
Mr.  Dinwiddie  expected  no  other  reply,  and  there- 
fore had  projected  a  fort  to  be  ere&ed  near  the  forki 
of  the  river.  The  province  undertook  to  defray 
theexpence,  and'  the  ftores  for  that  purpofe  were 
already  provided;  but,  by  fome  fatal  overfight,  the 
concurrence  of  the  Indian's  was  neither  obtained  nor 
folicited,  and,  therefore,  they  looked  upon  this  mea- 
fure  with  an  evil  eye,  as  a  manifeil  invasion  of  their 
property. 

$  IV.  While  the  French  thus  induftrioufly  ex- 
tended their  encroachments  to  the  fouthward,  they 
were  not  idle  in  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  but  feized 
every  opportunity  of  diftreffing  the  Englifti  fettle- 
mentof  Nova-Scotia.  We  shave  already  obferved, 
that  the  town  of  Halifax  was  no  fooner  built,  than 
they  fpirited  up  the  Indians  of  that  neighbourhood 
to  commit  hoftilities  againil  the  inhabitants,  fome 
of  whom  they  murdered,  and  others  they  carried 
prifoners  to  Louiftourg,  where  they  fold  them  for 
arms  and  ammunition*  the  French  pretending  that 

they 
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t 
they  maintained  this  traffick  from  motives  of  pUrec  hap. 
companion,  in  order  to  prevent  the  maflacre  of  the      IIL 
English  captives,  whom,  however,  they  did  not  ^^Tt^ 
at  liberty  without  exa6ting  an  exorbitant  ranfoih.  As 
thefe  Ikulking  parties  of  Indians  were  generally  di- 
rected and  headed  by  French  commanders,  repeated 
complaints  were  made  to  the  Governor  of  Louif- 
bourg,  whd  ftill  anfwered,  that  his  jurifdi6Uon  did 
not   extend  over  the  Indians,  and  that  their  French 
conductors  were  chofen  from  the  inhabitants  of  An* 
napolis,  who  thought  proper  to  remain  in  that  coun- 
try after  it  was  ceded  to  the  Englifh,  and  were,  in 
fa£l,  the  fubjedls  of  Great-Britain.     Even  while  the 
conferences,  were  carried  on  for  ascertaining  the  limits 
of  Nova-Scotia,  the  Governor  of  Canada  detached 
M,  La  Corne,  with  fome  regular  troops,  and  a  body 
of  militia,  to  fortify  a  poft  on  the  bay  of  Chign$6to, 
on  pretence'  that  this  and  a  great  part  of  the  penin- 
fula  belonged  to  his  government.    The  pofleffion 
of  this  poft  not  only  fecured  to  the  Indians  of  the 
continent  a  free  entrance  into  the  peninfula,   and  a  . 
fafe  retreat  in  cafe  of  purfuit ;  but  alfo  encouraged 
the  French  inhabitants  of  Annapolis  to  rife  in  open 
rebellion  againft  the  Englifh  government. 

$  V.  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  one  thoufajid  fcven 
hundred  and  fifty,  General  Cornwallis,  Governor  of 
Halifax,  detached  Major  Laurence  with  a  few  men ' 
to  reduce  them  to  obedience.  At  his  approach  they 
burned  their  town  to  afhes,  forfook  their  pofleffions, 
and  threw  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  M.  La 
Come,  who,  thus  reinforced,  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  well  provided  with 
arm's  and  ammunition.  Major  Laurence  being 
unable  to  cope  with  him  in  the  field,  demanded  an. 
interview,  at  which  he  defired  to  know  for  what 
caufe  the  French  inhabitants  of  Nova-Scotia  had 
ftiaken  off  their  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  violated  the  neutrality  which  they  had 
hitherto  affe&ed  to  profe&    The  French  officer, 

Without 
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Book  without  pretending  to   account  for  their  behaviour, 
I!I-     gave  him  to  underhand  in  general  terms,  that  he  had 

^^7^  orders  to  defend  his  poft,  and  thefe  orders  he  was 
determined  to  obey.     The  Englifh .  Major  finding 
himfelf  too  weak  to  attack  their  united  force,  and 
having  no  orders  to  commit  hoftilities  againft  any 
but  the  Indians  and  their  open  abettors,  returned  to 
Halifax,    without  having  been  able  to  fulfil  the  pur- 
pofe  of  his  expedition.      Immediately  after  his  re- 
treat, the  French  neutrals  (fo  they  were  called)  re- 
turned to  the  habitations  which  they  had  abandoned; 
and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Indians,  renewed  their 
depredations  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Halifax  and  its 
dependent  fettlements.  The  Englifh  Governor,  juftly 
incenfed  at  thefe  oi^trages,  and  feeing  they  would 
neither  fubmit  to  the  Englifh  government  them- 
felves,  nor  allow  others  to  enjoy  it  with  tranquillity, 
refolved  to  expel  them  effectually  from  the  country 
they  fo  ill  deferved  to  poflefs.     Major  Laurence  was 
again  detached  with  a  thoufand  men,  tranfported  by 
fea  to  ChigneCto,  where  he  found  the  French  and 
Indians  entrenched,  in  order  to  difpute  his  landing. 
Notwithftanding  this  oppofition,  he  made  a  defcent 
with  a  few  companies,  received  and  returned  a  fmart 
x  fire,  and  rufhing  into  their  entrenchments,  obliged 
them  to  fly  with  the  utmofl  precipitation,  leaving  a 
confiderable  number  killed  and  wounded  on  the  fpot. 
The  fugitives  faved  themfelves  by  crofling  a  river, 
on  the  farther  bank  of  which  La  Corne  flood  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,    drawn  up  in  order  to  receive 
them  as  friends  and  dependents.     He  had  by  this 
time  erected  a  fort,  which  he  denominated  Beau  Se- 
jour  j  and  now  the  Englifh  built  another  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  river,  which  was  called  after  its 
founder  St,  Laurence,     This  being  provided  with  a 
good  garrifon,  ferved  as  a  check  upon  the  French, 
and  in  fome  meafure  reftrained  the  incurfions  of 
their  barbarians.     Not  that  it  effedtually  anfwered 
thispurpofe  ;  for  the  Indians  and  Neutrals  ftill  feized 

every 
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every  opportunity  of  attacking  ,the  Englifh  in  theCHA  P. 
interior  parts  of  the  peninfula.  In  the  courfe  of  ^yJ^^ 
fucceeding  year  they  furprized  t^he  little  town  of  ,753. 
Dartmouth,  on  the  other  fide  of  Halifax-bay,  where 
they  killed  and  fcalped  a  great  number  of  people, 
and  carried  off  fome  prifoners.  For  thefe  expedi- 
tions the  French  always  fupplied  them  with  boats, 
canoes,  arms,  and  ammunition;  and  indeed  they 
were  conduced  with,  fuch  care  and  fecrecy,  that  it 
was  almoft  impoffible  to  prevent  their  fuccefs.  One 
fure  remedy  againft  the  fudclen  and  ftolen  incurfions 
of  thofe  favages  might  have  been  found  in  the  ufe 
of  ftaunch  hounds,  which  would  have  run  upon  the 
foot,  detected  the  Ikulking  parties  of  the  Indians, 
and  fruftrated  all  their  ambufcades  :  but  this  expe- 
dient, fo  eafy  and  practicable,  was  never  tried,  though 
frequently  recommended  in  publick  to  the  attention 
of  the  government,  and  the  confideration  of  the 
colonifts.  The  Indians  continued  to  plunder  and 
maflacre  the  Britifh  fubje6ls  with  impunity,  and  were 
countenanced  by  the  French  government  in  th^t  - 
country,  who  now  ftrengthened  their  lodgement  on 
the  neck  of  the  peninfula  with  an  additional  fort, 
difiinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Baye-verte ;  and  built 
a  third  at  the  mouth  of  St.  John's  river,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  bay  of  Fundy. 

$  VI.  All  thefe  previous,  fteps  to  a  rupture  with 
England  were  taken  with  great  deliberation,  while 
the  commiflaries  of  both  nations  were  difp\jting 
about  the  limits  of  the  very  country  which  they  thus 
arrogantly  ufurped  ;  and  they  proceeded  to  perfect 
their  chain  of  forts  to  the  fouthward,  without  paying 
the  leaft  regard  to  the  expoftulations  of  the  JSnglifh 
Governors,  or  to  a  memorial  prefented  at  Verfailles 
by  the  Earl  of  Albemarle,  the  Britifh  Minifter.  He 
demanded  that  exprefs  orders  fhould  be  fent  to  M. 
De  la  Jonquiere,  the  Commander  for  the  French  in 
America,  to  defift  from  violence  againft  the  Britifh 
fubje&sinthat  country ;  that  the  fort  of  Niagara  f hould 

be 
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BOOKbc  immediately  raifed  :  that  the  fubje6te  of  Great-  Bri- 
m-  tain,  who  had  been  made  prifoners,  fhbuld  be  fet  at  li- 
j^j.  berty,  and  indemnified  for  the  lofles  they  had  fuftain- 
ed ;  and  that  the  perfons  who  had  committed  thefe 
excefles  fhould  be  punifhed  in  an  exemplary  manner. 
True  it  is,  fix  Englishmen,  Vhom  they  had  unjuftly 
taken,  were  immediately  difmified ;  and  the  Ambafla- 
dor  amufed  with  general  promifes  of  fending  fuch 
inftru6lions  to  the  French  Governor  in  America,  as 
Ihould  anticipate  any  caufe  of  complaint  for  the 
future ;  but,  far  from  having  any  intention  to  per- 
form thefe  promifes,  the  Court  of  Verfailles,  with- 
out all  doubt,  exhorted  La  Jonquiere  to  proceed  in 
bringing  its  ambitious  fchemes  to  perfe£ion. 

§  VII.  Every  incident  in  America  feemed  to 
prognosticate  war,  when  the  feflion  of  Parliament 
was  opened  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November ;  yet 
his  Majefty,  on  this  occafion,  told  them,  that  the 
events  of  the  year  had  not  made  it  neceflary  for  him 
-  to  offer  any  thing  in  particular  to  their  confederation 
relating  to  foreign  affairs.  He  "even  declared,  that 
the  continuance  of  the  publick  tranquillity,  and  the 
general  ftate  of  Europe,  remained  upon  the  fame 
.  footing  as  when  they  laft  parted;  and  allured  them 
of  his  fteadinefs  in  purfuing  the  moft  effe6hial  mea- 
fures  to  preferve  to  nis  people  the  bleflings  of  peace. 
,He  exprefied  uncommon  concern,  that  the  noirid 
crimes  of  robbery  and  murder  were  of  late  rather 
increafed  than  diminished,  and  earneftly  redoramend- 
ed  this  important  objeft  to  their  ferious  atten- 
tion. Affectionate  addrefles  were  prefented  by  both 
Houfes  in  anfwer  to  this  harangue  ;  and,  what  was 
very  remarkable,  they  were  propofed  and  paffed 
without  queftion  or  debate. 

§  VIII.  The  Commons  continued  the  fame  num- 
ber of  feamen  and  land-forces  for  the  enfuing  year, 
which  had  been  granted  in  the  laft  feflion,  and  made 
fuitable  provifion  for  all  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate. 
The  whole  fupply  amounted  to  two  millions  feven 

hundred 
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hundred  ninety-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred *  and  chap. 
fixtefcn  pounds,  ten  (hillings,  and  two-pence,  to  be1     m> 
raifed   by  a  land-tax  of  two  Shillings  in  the  pound,  ^ 
a  malt-tax,  a  continuation  of  certain  duties  on  wine, 
vinegar,  cyder,  and   beer  imported,  a    fum    taken 
from  the  finking-fund,  and  the   overplus  of  certain 
grants,  funds,  and     duties.     The    provifions  made 
confiderably   exceeded  the   grants ;  but  this  excefs 
was  chargeable  with  the  intereft  of  what  fhould  be 
borrowed  upon  the  credit  of  the  land  or  malt-tax, 
there    being  a  claufe  of  credit  in  both,  as  alfo  with 
the  deficiency  (if  any  fhould  happen)  in  the  fums 
they  were  computed  to  produce.    The  Houfe  agreed 
to  all  thefe  refolutions  almoft  unanimoufly:  indeed, 
no  oppofition  was   made  to  any  of  them,  but  that 
for  continuing  the  fame  number  of  land-forces,  which 
was  carried  by  a  great  majority* 

^  IX.  The  adfc  permitting  Jews  to  be  naturalized, 
which  had,  during  the  laft  feffion,  triumphed  over 
fuch  an  obftinate  oppofition,  was  by  this-time  be- 
come the  objeft  of  national  horror  and  execration. 
Every  part  of  the  kingdom  refounded  with  the  re- 
proach of  the  miniftry  who  had  enforced  fuch  an 
odious  meafure;  and  the  two  brothers,,  who  engrofied  . 
the  greater  part  of  the  adminiftration,  trembled  at 
the  profpeft  of  what  this  clamour  might  produce  at 
the  general  eleftion,  this  being  the  laft  feffion  of  the 
prefent  Parliament.  So  eager  were  the  minifters  to 
annul  this  unpopular  meafure,  that,  immediately 
after  the  Peers  had  agreed  to  the  nature  and  form, 
of  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle 
with  that  precipitation  lb  peculiar  to  his  charafter, 
poured  forth  an  abrupt  harangue  in  that  Houfe, 
importing,  that  the  difaffefted  had  made,  an  handle 
of  the  aft  pafled  laft  feffion  in  favour  of  the  Jews, 
to  raife  difcontents  among  many  of  his  Majefty's 
good  fiibjefts;  and  as  the  aft  wa?  in  itfelf  of  little 
importance,  he  was  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed; for  this  purpofe  he  prefented  a,  bill  ready 

framed, 
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B  o-6reftfihed"5-which  was  read  and  Committed,1  though  ttfe 
xJJ^-  rf^hcmtlbbic  debate.-  The  nattiralizarfon  te*H  ttW 
jy^T^fie^ftdas  a  faciifide  to* the  refenttftctot  af  tile  pea* 
pie,  containing  a  claufe  difebling  aU  naturalized' jtftrt 
ft»m  purchafing;  inheriting,  or  receiving  any  advow^- 
fori'  or  prefentatioh,  of  right  tio  any  ecctefiatfical 
benefice  or  promotion,  fchool,  hofoitair  or:  ddnaJ 
tive;  and  by  the  firft  draft  of  the  bill,  which. hi* 
Grace  now  prefented,  it  was  intended  that  this  ckmfe 
iEouid  not  be  repealed.  It  was  the  opinion,  htar~ 
ever,  tf  the.  majority*  that  fuch  a  chafe  landing 
unrepealed  might  imply,  that  the  Jews?/  by  i>cing 
thus  expreftly  excluded  from  the  poflefiioiif  of  any 
ecclefiaftical  right  of  prefentation,  would  'be  coirfi- 
dered-as  having  the  power  and  privilege  of  purcha- 
sing and  inheriting  any  lay-property  in  the  kingdom. 
On  this  conlideration  an  amendment  was  made  :in 
the  bill,  the  claufe  in  queflion  was  left  out,*  and  the 
whole  a&  of  naturalization*  repealed  without  excep- 
tion.* Though  the  Lords,  in  general,  concurred, 
iit  the  expediency  of  the  repeal,  it  was  oppofed.by 
fdme  few,  as  too  great  a  facrifice  to  the  idle  and 
uftfounded  clamours  of  the  multitude  %  and  upon 
tHis  fide- of  the  debate  a  great  power  of  elocution 
was  difplayed  by  Earl  Temple,  who  had  lately  fuc- 
%  ceeded  to  this  title  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  :a 
-nobleman  of  diftinguifhed  abilities,  and  the  moft 
amiable  difpofition,  frank,  liberal,  humane,,  .and 
zealoufly  attached  to  the  interett  and  honour  of  >his 
country.  In  the  Lower  Houfe,  the  members  uof 
Both  parties  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in.  de- 
monstrations of  averfion  to  this  unpopular  ad.  On' 
the  very  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  immediately  after 

*  Tbt  reverend  bench  of  Bifliops  had,  with  a  laudable  tyirft'of 
cH+ffttan  meelcneft  and  philanthropy,  generally  approved  of  tfofc  iltfdiiU' 
gpttcc  .grained  ita  their  Hebrew  brethren  $  and  now  tbey  acqukfeed  m 
the  propoM  repeal  with  the  fame  pajfive  dilcreticn,  though  one  of  the 
ndfrihcV  contended  for  the  laving  daufe  which  the  Dttkc  of  K^-^-«' 
bad -recommended..  /  ..'.*.  I. " 
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4h*  dtotiofr  for  an,  addrefc  to  his  Majefty,  Sir  Jam#»c  hap* 
Daihwood^  an- eminent  leader  in  the  oppofitioi^^^^ 
(pwt  the  Cowuons  to  understand,  that  he  had  a"^^^ 
motion  of  very  great  importance  to  mjkc,  which 
would  require  the  attention  of  every  member,  as  foon 
as  the  motion  for  the  addrefs  fhould  be  dtfeufled ; 
be*  therefore  defired  they  would  not  quit  the  Houfe, 
untilihe  (hould  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  his 
propofaL    According  Mey  had  no  Sooner  agreed. 
to  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  hisfMa- 
jefty,  than  he  flood  up  again ;  and  having  expati- 
ated upon  the  jtift  and  general  indignation  which  the 
a&  of  the  preceding  feffion,  in  favour  of  the  Jews, 
had  raifed  among  the  people>  he  moved  to  order 
that  the  Houfe  (hould  be  called  over  on  Tuefday 
the  fourth  day  of  December,  for  taking  that  a&  into 
confidefttion :  but  being  given  to  underftand,  that 
it  was  not  ufual  to  appoint  a  call,  of  the  Houfe  for 
any  particular  purpofe,  he  agreed  that  the  motion 
fhould  be  general.     It  was  feconded  by  Lord  Par- 
ker, hi*  oppolite  in  political  interefts ;  the  Houfe- 
agreed  to  it  without  oppofition,    and  the  call  was 
ordered  accordingly.    They  were  anticipated,  how- 
ever, by  the  Lords,  who  framed  and  tranfmitted  to 
them  a  bill  on  the  fame  fubje<St,  to  the  purport  of 
which  the  Commons  made  no  obje&ion.;  for  every 
member,   having  the  fear  of  the  general  ele&ion 
before  his  eyes,  carefully  avoided  every  expreflion: 
which  could  give  umbrage  to  his  conftituents  :  but 
violent  oppofition  was  made  to  the  preamble,  which 
ran  in  the  following  (train  : — "  Whereas  an  a#f  of 
"  Parliament  was  made  and  pafled  in  the  twenty- 
"  fifth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  intituled^  An 
€C  A&  to  permit  perfons  profefling  the  Jewifh  reli- 
"  gion,  to  be  naturalized  by  Parliament,  and   for 
"  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned  ;    and  whereas 
"  occafion  has  been  taken,  from  the  faid  adt,  to 
"  raife  difcontents,  and  difquiets  in  the  minds  of  his 
"  Majcftys  fubje&s,  be  it  enaaed,  &c."    This  in-- 
vol,  m.  Cc  trodu&ion 
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Boo  Ktro(to<5lion  was  confidered  as  ah  unjuft  reflexion  upon 
Ph    the  body  of  th*  people  in  general,  and  in  particular 

^^T^mKin  thofe  who  had  oppofed  the  bill  in  the  courfe  of 
the  preceding  feffion.  Sir  Roger  Ncwdigate  there- 
for© moved,  that  the  expreffion  (hould  be  varied  to 
this  eflfaft :  "  Whereas  great  discontents  and  dif- 
«  quietudes  had  from  the  faid  alt  arifen  "  Th* 
cenfequqnoe  of  this  motion  was  an.obftinate  debate, 
in  which  it  was  fupported  by  the  Earl  of  Egmont, 
and  divers  other  able  orators  :  but  Mr.  Peiham  and 
Mr,  Pkt  frere  nurnbertd  among  i«x  opponents.  The 
queftion  being  put  for  the  propofed  alteration,  k  was 
of  coutfe  carried  in  the  negative  :  the  bill,  after  the 
third  reading,  parted  nemine  contradscetite,  and  in  due 
time  obtained  the  Royal  aflent. 

§  X.  Rveh  this  conoeflion  of  the  miniftry  did  not 
.allay  the  refentment  of  the  people,  and  their  appre- 
henfions  of  encroachment  from  the  Jews.  *  Another 
a&  foil  fubfifted,  by  virtue  of  which  any  pcrfonpm- 
felling  the  Jewifh  religion  might  become  a  fee 
denizeh  of  Great  Britain,  after  having  ref|ded  feven 
years  in  any  of  his  Majeftys  colonies  in  America; 
and  this  was  now  confidered  as  a  law,  having  die 
feme  dangerous  tendency,  of  which  dre  other  was 
now  in  a.  fair  way  of  being  convi&ed.  It  was 
moved,  therefore,  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  that  part  of 
this  former  a&  might  be  read  :  then  the  fame  mem- 
ber made  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
defiriftg  that  the  Houfe  might  have  the  petafal  of 
the  lifts  tranftttitted  from  the  American  colonies  to 
die  commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  con- 
taining the  names  of  all  fuch  perfons  profefling  the 
Jewifh  religion,  as  had  entitled  themfelve*  to  the 
beneiit  of  the  laid  a&,  fince  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  forty,  Thefe  lifts  were  accord- 
iflgly  prefented,  and  left  upon  the  table  for  the  peru- 
fal ot  the  members ;  but  as  this  a<ft  contained  no 
limitation. of  time  wkhin  which  the  beneiit  of  it  (hould 
be  claimed,  and  as  thp  claim  was  attended  with  * 
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good  deal  of  trouble  and  fome  expence,  very  fertCH  a  p. 
perfons  had  availed  themfelves  of  it  in  that  period.  ,*!*!,. 
NeVerthelefs,  as  a  great  number  of  Jews  were  already     irJJ# 
entitled  to  ckim  this  indulgence,  and  as  it  remained 
an  open  channel  through  which  Great-Britain  might 
be  deluged  with  thofe  people,  all  of  whom  the  law  ' 
would  hold  as  natural~born  fubje&s,  and  their  pro- 
geny as  freed  from  all  the  reftri&ions  contained  in 
tne  aA  wkh  refpe6t  to  naturalized  foreigners,  Lord* 
Harley  mored  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal 
fo  much  of  the  faid  a61  as  related  to  pierfons  pro* 
feffing  the  Jewi(h  religion,  who  ihould  come  to  fet- 
tle in  any  Britiih  colony  after  a  certain  time/  Th** 
motion  was  feconded  by  Sir  James  Dafhwood,  and 
fupported  fey  the  Earl  of  Egmont ;  but  being  found 
unequal  to  tne  intereft  and  elocution  df  Mr,  Pelharn 
and  Mr.  Pitt,  was  rejected  by  the  majority.  Ao.  »754* 

^  Xf .  The  next  obje&  that  claimed  the  attehtioh 
of  the  Commons,  was  a  bill  for  improving  the  regu- 
lations already  made  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  a 
contagious  diftetftper,  which  raged  among  the  horned* 
cattle  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  laflr 
tell  of  this  feffion  that  had  the  good  fortune  to  fuc- 
ceed,  was  brought  in  for  puniflting  mutiny  and  de- 
ferriun  of  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  the  ' 

Eaft- India  Company,    and  for  the  puniftiment  of 
offences  committed  in  the  Eaft-Indies  and  the  ifland' 
of  .St.-  Helena.     This  being  a  meafure  6f  a  very' 
extraordiftalry  nature,  all  the  members  were  ordered 
to  attend  the  Houfe  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  fecomT 
reading :  at  the  fame  time  all  charters,  cbmmtffionS,* 
and  authorities,  by  which  any  powers  relative  to  a* 
military  jurifdi&ion,  or  the  exercife  of  martial  law, 
had  been  granted  or  derived  from  the  crown  to  the' 
faid  company,  were  fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of  the      ^ 
members.     The  bill  was  by  many  confidered  as  a 
dangerous  extenfion  of  military  power,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  civil  rights  enjoyed  by  Britifh  fubje6te, 
aadas  fuch  violently  contefted  by  the  Earl  of  Eg- 
;  c  c  2  moat, 
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boo  fcmont,  Lord  Strange,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Beckfofd. 
Hi-     Their  objetfions  were  anfwered  by  the  Solicitof- 

^^T^T*^  General  and  Mr.  Yorke.  The  bill,  after  fame  warm 
debates,  being  efpoufed  by  the  miniftry,  was  enabled 
into  a  law,  and  difpatched  to  the  Eaft-Indies  by  the 
firft  opportunity 

^  XIL  Some  other  motions  were  made,  and  pe- 
titions prefented  on  different  fubje<fts,  which,  asthey 
mifcarried,  it  will  be  unneccflary  to  particularife.    It 
may  not  be  amifs,  however,  to  record  an  exemplary 
aft, of  juftice  done  by  the  Commons  on  &  perfon  be- 
longing to  a  publick  office,  whom  they  dete&ed  in 
the  practice  of  fraud  and  imposition.     Notwithstand- 
ing the  particular  care  taken  in  the  laft*feffion,  to 
prevent  the  monopolizing  of   tickets  .i*  the  ftate- 
lottery,  all  thofe  precautions  had  been  eluded  in  a 
fcandalous  manner  by  certain  individuals,  entruited 
with  the  charge  of  delivering  the  tickets  to  the  con- 
tributors, according  to  the  intent  of  the .  a<St,  which 
exprefsly  declared  that  not  more  than  twenty  ihould 
be  fold  to    any  perlbn.      Inftead  of   conforming 
tothefe  directions  of  the  legiflature,  they  and  their 
1        .friends   engrofied  great  numbers,  fheltering  them- 
felves  under  a  falfe  lift  of  feigned  names  for  the 
purpofe ;  by  which  means  they  not  only  defeated  the 
equitable  intention  of  the  Commons,  hut  in  fome 
meafure  injured  the  publick  credit ;  inafmuch  as 
their  avarice  had  prompted  them  to  fubferibe  for  a 
greater  number  than  they  had  cafh  to  purchafe,  fo 
that  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  firft  payment,  which 
might  have  had  a  bad  efte<St  on  the  publick  affairs. 
Thefe  practices  were  fo  flagrant  and  notorious, as*  to 
attract  the  notice  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  where  an 
inquiry  was  begun,  and  profecuted  with  a  fpirit  of 
real  patriotifm',  in  oppofition.  to  a  fcandalous  cabal, 
who  endeavoured  with  equal  eagernefs  and  perfeve- 
rance  to  fcreen  the  delinquents.     All  their  efforts, 
however, -proved  abortive;   and  a  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  particular^    agreed  to  feveral 
7  fevere 
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fevere  refolutions  againft  one  Le — ,  who  had  amaiTcdc  hap. 
a  large  fortune  by  this  and  other  kinds  of  peculation.    m- 
They  voted  him  guilty  of  breach  of  truft,  and  a'^f^'j 
direct  violation  of  the  lottery  ad ;  and  an  addreis 
was  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  defiring  he  might  be 
profecuted    by    the    Attorney- General    for    thefe 
offences.     He  was  accordingly  fued  in  the  court  of    ' 
King's  Bench,   and  paid  a  fine  of  one  thoufand  '. 
pounds,  for  having  committed  frauds  by  which  he 
had  gained  forty  times  that  fum  ;  •  but  he  was  treated 
with  fuch  gentlenefs    as    remarkably   denoted  the 
clemency  ofthat  tribunal 

$  XIII.  The  fefiion  ended  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  when  the  King  gave  the  Parliament  to  under- 
Hand,  that  he  fhould  lay  nothing  at  prefent  on  fo- 
reign affairs ;  but  afiured  them  of  his  fixed  refolu- 
tion  to  exert  his. whole  power  in  maintaining  the 
general  tranquillity,  and  adhering  to  fuch  meafures 
for  that  purpofe  as  he  had  hitherto  purfued  in  con* 
junction  with  his  allies     He   in  very  affectionate 
terms  thanked  both  Houfes,  for  the  repeated  proofs 
they  had  given  of   their  zealous  attachment  and 
loyalty  to  his  perfon  and  government.     He  enume- 
rated the  falutary  meafures  they  had  taken  for  lefien- 
ing  the  national  debt,  and  augmenting  the  publick 
credit,    extending  navigation  and    commerce,    re- 
forming the  morals  of  the  people,  and  improving  the 
regulations  of  civil  oeconomy.     He  concluded  with        fr 
declaring,  that  he  fecurely  relied  upon  the  loyalty 
and  good  affe&ion  of  his  people,  and  had  no  other 
aim  than  their  permanent  happinefs.      In  a  little 
time  after  the  clofe  of  this  fefiion  they  were  diflblyfd 
by  proclamation,  and  new  writs  iflited  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  convoking  anew  Parliament.  *  The. 
fame  ceremonies  were  pra&ifed  with  refpe&to  the 
convocations  of  Canterbury  and  York ;  tfiough  they 
no  longer  retained  their  former  importance  i   nor, 
indeed,  were  they  fuffered  to  fit  and  deliberate. #pon 
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jio  q  Ktbe  fubje&s  which  formerly  foil  under  their  cogm- 
ux'm^  zancc  and  difcuffion. 

^*££**  $  XIV.  In  the  beginning  of  March,  the  mirriftry 
of  .Great-Britain  had  been  left  without  a  head  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham,  which  was  not  only  fin- 
cerely  lamented  by  his  Sovereign,  but  alfo  regretted 
by  the  nation  in  general,  to  whofe  affedtion  he  had 
powerfully  recommended  himfelf  by  the  candour 
and  humanity  of  his  conduct  and  character,  even 
while  he  purfued  meafures  which  they  did  not  en- 
tirely approve.  The  lofs  of  fuch  a  minifter,  was  the 
more  deeply  felt  by  the  government  at  this  junc- 
ture, being  the  eve  of  a  general  election  for  a  new 
Parliament,  when  every  adminiltration  is  fuppofed 
to  exert  itfelf  with  redoubled  vigilance  and  circum- 
fpeltion.  He  had  already  concerted  the  meafures 
for  fecurtng^a  majority,  and  his  plan  was  faithfully 
executed  by  his  friends  and  adherent*,  who  ftill  en- 
grafted the  adminiftration.  His  brother,  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftle,  was  appointed  Firft  Lord  Commii- 
fioner  of  the  Treafury,  and  fucceeded  as  Secretary 
of  State  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  who  had  long 
Feiided  as- Ambaffador  at  the  Court  of  Vienna.  The 
other  department  of  this  office  was  ftill  retained  by 
the  Earl  of  Holdcrnefle,  and  the  fan&ion  of  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  performed  as  ufual  by 
the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  until 
x  a  proper  perfon  could  be  found  to  fill  that  important 
office  ;  but  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer  it  was  be- 
llowed upon  Mn  Legge,  who  acquitted  himfelf 
with  equal  honour  and  capacity.  Divers  other  alte- 
rations were  made,  of  lefs  importance  to  the  pub- 
lick,  Sir  George  Lyttleton  was  appointed  Cofferer, 
and  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough  Comptroller  of  the 
JIoufeholcL  Mr.  George  Grenville;  brother  to  Earl 
Temple^  became  Treafurer  of  the  Navy  ;  and  Mr. 
Charles  Townfhend,  of  whom  we  fhall  have  occa- 
sion to  fpeak  in  the  fequel,  took  place  as  a  Com- 
jfciifioner  at  the  board  of  Admiralty,  in  the  room 
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of  Xord  Banington,  made  Mailer  of  the  Wardrobe*  ch  a  P-. 
Lord  Hardwick,  the  Chancellor,  was  promoted  ^/J?J^ 
the  dignity  of  an  Earl.    The  place  of  Lord  Chief  l75p  * 
Juftice  of  the  KingVBench  becoming  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Sir  William  Lee,  wa§*filled  with  Sir  Dud- 
ley Rider,  and  he  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  .Murray, in 
the  office  of  Attorney-General. 

'  §  XV.  The  ele&ions  for  the  new  Parliament  ge-  * 
nerally  fucceeded  according  to  the  wifh  of  the  mint- 
ftry ;  for  oppoiition  was  now  dwindled  down  to  the 
loweft  ftate  of  imbecility.  It  had  received  a  mortal 
wound  by  the  death  of  the  late  Prince  of  Wales, 
whofe  adherents  were  too  wife  to  purfue  an  ingnis 
fafuus,  without  any  profpe£  of  fuccefs  or  advan- 
tage. Some  of  them  had  prudently  fung  their  pali- 
nodia  to  the  miniftry,  and  been  gratified  with  pro- 
fitable employments;  while  others,  fettiag  too  great 
a  price  upon  their  own  importance,  kept  aloof  tiH 
the  market  was  over,  and  were  left  to  pine, in  fecret 
over  their  difappointed  ambition.  The  maxims  df 
Toryifm  had  been  relinquilhed  by  many,  as  the 
barren  principal  of  a  lofing  game;  the  body  of  the 
people  were  conciliated  to  the  eftablifhed  govern- 
ment', and  the  harmony  that  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
fubfifted  among  all  the  branches  of  the  Royal  family, 
had  a  wonderful  effect  in  acquiring  a  degree  of 
popularity  which  they  had  never  before  enjoyed. 
The  writs  being  returned,  the  new  Parliament  waS 
opened  on  the  lift  day  of  May  by  the  .Duke  of 
Cumberland,  and  fome  other  Peers,  who  a6led  by 
virtue  of  a  commiffion  from  his  Mbijefty  •  The  Com- 
mons having  chofen  for  their  Speaker  the  Right 
Hon.  Arthur  Onflow,  who  had  honourably  filled 
that  high  office*  in  four  preceding  Parliaments,  h* 
was  prefented  and  approved  by  the  Commiflioners. 
Then  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  harangued  both 
Houfes,  giving  them  to  underftand,  that  his  Mij- 
jefly  had  indulged  them  with  this  early  opportunity 
of  coming  together,  in  order  to  cpmplete  without 
2  lots 
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B  rii6  K^**  °^^me  certa*n  parliamentary  proceedings,  which 
v^^  he  judged  would  be  for  the  fetisfe&ion  of  hi$  good 
1754.  ^fubjeds;  but  he  did  not  think  ptoper  to  lay  before 
them  any  points  of  general  bufinefs,  rcferving  every 
thing  of  that  nature  to  the  ufual  time  of  their  al- 
fembling  in  the  winter.  On  the  fifth  day  of  June  this 
fhort  feffion  was  clofed,  and  the  Parliament  pro- 
rogued by  the  Lords  Commiflioners. 

$  XVI.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  violent  dif- 
putes  arofe  between  the  government  and  the  Houfe 
qf   Commons  in  Ireland,  on   the  aim  oft  forgotten 
fubje&s  of  privilege   and  prerogative.     The  Com- 
mons conceived  they  had  an   undoubted  right  to 
apply  the  furplus  of  their  revenue  towards  national 
purpofes,  without  the  confent  of  their  Sovereign; 
arid,  accordingly,  in  the  year  one    thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  forty-nine,  prepared  a  bill  with  this 
preamble;    "Whereas  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
""March  laft  a  confiderable  balanqe  remained  in  the 
€t  hands  of  the  Vice-Treafiirers  or  Receivers-General 
«  of  the  kingdom,  or  their  deputy  or  deputies,  un- 
«  applied;  and  it  will  be  for  your  Majefty's  fervice, 
€€  and  for  the  eafe  of  your  faithful  fubje&s  in  this 
"  kingdom,  that  fo  much  thereof  as  can  be  con- 
«  vehiently  fpared  fhould  be  paid,  agreeably    to 
4t  your  Majefty's  mod  gracious  intentions,  in  dif- 
*€  charge  ot  part  of  the  national  debt "  This,  appro- 
priation gave  great  offence  to  the  advocates  for  pre- 
rogative in  England,  who  affirmed  that  the   Com- 
mons had  no  right  to  apply  any  part  of  the  unappro- 
priated revenue,  nor  even  to  take  any  fuch  affair 
into  confideration,  without  the  previous  confent  of 
the  crown,  exprefled  in  the    moft   explicit  terras. 
It  was  in  confequence  of  this  doftrine,  that  the  Duke 
of  Dorfet,   Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,    told  them 
in  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament,  held  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  he  was 
commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  them,  that  his 
Majefty,  ever  attentive  to  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of 
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his   fubje&s/  would  gracioufty  content  and-;  reGanfrtf  ha*. 
mended  it  to  them,  that  fuch  a  part  Of  the  money     In*' 
then  remaining  in  his  treafury,  as  fhoujd  be.tluHigbt^^f^ 
corifitteht  with  the  publick  fervice,  be  applied  tor 
w»rds  the  further  redu&ion  of  &e  •  national- debt. 
This  declaration  alarmed  the  Commons,  zealous- as  . 
they  were  for  the  preservation   of   their  privileges ; 
and  in  their  addrefi  of  thanks,  »which,  like  that  of 
the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  tifed  always  to  echo 
back  the  w6rds  of  the  fpeech,  they  made  no  meii^  „ 
tion  of  his  Majefty's  content;  but  only  acknowledged  : 
his   gracious  attention  *o  their  eafe'and  happinefs,- 
in    recommending   to  them   the  application  of  the 
furplus.     They   accordingly  refolved  to  apply  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of  that  overplus .. 
towards  a  difcharge  of  the  national  debt ;  and,  ill 
the  preamble  of  the  bill,  framed  for  this  purpofe, 
made  no  mention  of  his  Majefty's  confent,  though 
before  they  had  acknowledged   his  goodnefs  in  re- .*- 
commending    this    application.    The  *  miniftry  in.. 
England    were   highly  offended  at    this   purpofed 
omiflion,  which    they  conftrued   into  a  wilful  en- 
croachment on  the  prerogative;  and    the   bill  was. 
fent  back  with  an  alteration  in  the  preamble,  figni- 
fying  his  Majefty's  confent  as  well  as  recommenda- 
tion.    The  Iriih  Houfe  of  Commons  being  at  that. 
time  deeply  engaged  in  a  minute  inquiry  into  tljc, 
condu&  of  a  gentleman, -a   fervant  of  the.  crown,  ^ 
and  a   member   of  their  own    Houfe,   accufed  of  * 
having  mifapplied  a  large  fum  of  money*  with  which., 
he  had  been  entruftdd,  for  rebuilding  or  repairing^ 
the  barracks,  were  now  unwilling  to  embroil  therur.'r 
felves  farther  with  the  government,  until thi$  affair,'' 
Ihould  be    difcufied.     They,  therefore,  paflcd   the^ 
bill   with  the  alteration,  and  proceeded  with,  their^ 
inquiry.    The  perfori  was  <:oiivi<fted  of having  mif-^      v 
applied  the   publick  money,  and  ordered  to  ma^ 
the  barracks  fit  for  the  reception,  and  accQmmp4ft- .^ 
txon  of  the  troops  it  iuvpwn-, expense*    ThiejrdwL 
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So  a  Knot,  boweVer,  negte&  to  srifetwhat  they  thought 
UI*     their  rights  and  privileges;  when,  the  next  opportu- 

^^^nity  occurred.    The  Duke  of    Dorfer,    when  he 
opened  the  feffion    of  this  year,  repeated  the  ex- 
preifion  of  his  Majefty's  gracious  confent,  in  men- 
tioning the  furplus  of  the   publick  money.     They 
again  omitted  that  word  in  their  addrefs ;  and  re~, 
fblved,    in  their  bill  of  application,  not   only    to 
fink  this  odious  term,  but  likewife  to  abate   in  their 
compkufance  to  the  crown,  by  leaving  out  that  ex- 
preffion  of  grateful  acknowledgement,  which  had 
met  with  fuch  a  cold  reception  above.     By  this  time 
the  conteft  had  kindled  up  two  violent  factions,. and 
difHifed  a  general  fpirit  of  refentment  through  the 
whole  Irifh  nation.     The  committee  who  prepared 
the  bill,  inftead  of  inferting  the  ufual  compliments 
in  the  preamble,  mentioned  nothing  but  a  recital 
of  fa&s,  and  fent  it  over  in  a  very  plain  drefs,  quite 
deftitute  of  all    embroidery.     The   miniftry,  intent 
upon  vindicating  the  prerogative  from  fuch  an  un- 
mannerly attack,  filled  up  the  omiflions  of  the  com* 
"  mittee,  and  fent  it  back  with  this  alteration  :  '5  And 
u  your  Majefty,  ever  attentive  to  the  eafe  and  hap- 
"  pinefs  of  your  faithful  fubjedls,  has  been  gracioufly 
«.  pleafed  to  fignify  that  you  would  confent,  and  to 
"  recommend  it  to  us,  that  fo  much  of  the  money 
u  remaining  in  your  Majelly's  treafury  as  fhould  be 
i(  neceflary  to  be  applied  to  the  difcharge  of  the  na- 
".jtumal-  debt,    or  fuch  part   thereof  as  fhould  be 
*f;  thought  expedient  by  Parliaments  "     This  then 
being  the  crifis,  which  was  to  determine  a  conftitu- 
tbnal  point  of  fuch  importance,*  namely,  whether 
the  people  in  Parliament  aflemfcled  have  a  right  to 
deliberate  upon, .  and  vote  the  application  of  any  part 
of:  the  unappropriated  revenue,  without  the  previous 
confent  of  the  crpwji;    thofe    who  were. the  moll 
tcaloufly  attached  to  the  liberties  qf  thpir  country 
Eefhlvedito  exert  themfelves  in  oppofing  what  ther 
conceived  to  be  a  violation  of  thofe  liberties;  and 
•    s  <-  •  •  •■-.••-      '    the 
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<Ke  bill,  with  ks  akeratio&s,  were  reje&ect  by  a  m^aNAK 
jority  of  fire  voices.    The  faccefs  of  their  endear    *"r^ 
vours  vras  celebrated  with  the  moft  extravagant  ret^^^/ 
joi  rings,  as  a  triumph  of  patrioti£in  over  the  arts  of 
ixunifkeiial  corruption ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  all 
the  fervanrts  of  the  crown,  who  had  joined  the  populat 
«cry  on  this  occasion,  were  in  a  little  time  difinifled 
from  their  employments,    The  rejection  of  the  bill 
was  a  great  disappointment  to  the  creditors  of  the 

Subiick,  arid  the  circulation  of  cafli  was  almoft 
agnated.  Thefe  calamities  were  imputed  to  arbi- 
trary defigns  in  the  government;  and  the  people 
began  to  be  inflamed  with  an  enthufiaftick  fpirit  of  . 
independency,  which  might  have  produced  mif- 
chievous  effe&s,  had  not  artful  fteps  been  taken  to 
bring  over  the  demagogues,  and  thus-  divert  the 
ftream  of  popular  clamour  from  the  miniftry  to  thofe 
very  individuals  who  had  been  the  idols  of  popular 
veneration.  The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons was  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  an  Earl ;  aad 
fome  other  patriots  were  gratified  with  lucrative  edw 
ployments.  His  Majefty's  letters  arrived  for  paying 
off  fcventy-five  thoufitnd  five  hundred  pounds  of  the 
national  debt.  The  circulatioa  was  thus  animated, 
and  the  refentment  of  the  populace  fubfiding,  th» 
x    kingdom  retrieved  its  former  tranquillity* 

$  XVII.  The  ambition  and  intrigues  of  the 
French  Court,  by  which,  the  Britifh  intereii  was 
invaded  and  difturbed  on  the  continent  of  America, 
had  fdfo  extended  itfelf  to  the  Baft-Indies,  where 
they  endeavoured  to  embroil  the  Engliih  company 
with  divers  Nabobs,  or  Princes,  who  governed*  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  peninfula  intri  Ganged  That 
the  reader  may  have  a  clear  and  diftin<ft  idea  of  thefe 
tranfa<ftions,  we  fhall  exhibit  a  (hart  lketch  of  ttie 
Englidi  forts  and  fettlements  iq,  that  remote  country. 
The  firft  of  thefe  we  fhall  mention  is  Snrat,*  in  the 

province 

*  Sereral  European  nations  Bad  fettletnenU  at  Wat,  which  waa. 
#ne  of  the  jftoft  fre^ifentcd  cities  of  {he  Eaft,  froin  tht  great  concourd 
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BOO  JC  province  Ho  called,  fituated  between  the  twenty-firft 
^1"-     and  twenty-fecond  degrees  of  north  latitude  :  front 
1754,    hence  the  peninfula  ftretches  into  the  Indian  ocean 
as  far  as  the  latitude  of  eight  north,  ending-  in   a 
point  at  Cape  Comorin,  which  is  the  fouthem  ex- 
tremity.    To  the  northward  this  peninfula  joins  to 
Indoftan,  and  at  its  greateft  breadth  extends  feven 
hundred  miles.    Upon  the  weft,   eaft,    and  fbuth, 
it  is  tfafhed  By  the  fea.     It  comprehends  the  king- 
doms of  Malabar,  Decan,  Golconda,  and  Bifnagar, 
with  the    principalities  of   Gingi,    Tahjaour,    and 
Madura.     The  weftern  fide  is  diftmguifhed  by  the 
name  of  the  Malabar  cdarft :  the  eaftcrn  takes  the 
denomination  of   Corpmandel ;    and,    in   different 
parts  of  this  long  fweep,  from  Surat  round  Gape 
•     Comorin  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Bengal,  the 
Englifti  and  other  European  powers  have,  with  the 
content  of  the  Mogul,  eftablifhed  forts  and  trading 
fettlements.     All  thefe  kingdoms,   properly  fpeak- 
ing,  belong  to  the  Mogul;   but  his  power  was  fo 
weakened  by  the  lad  invafion  of  Kouli  Khan,  that 
he  has  not  been  able  to  aflert  his  Empire  over  this 
remote  country ;    the  tributary.  Princes  of  which, 
and  even  the  Nabobs,  who  were  originally  Governors 
appointed  under   their   authority,    have   rendered 
themfelves  independent,  and  exert  an  abfolute  do- 
minion over  their  refpe6tive  territories,  without  -ac- 
knowledging his   fuperiority  either  by  tribute  or 

of  Mahometan  pilgrim*,  who  make  it  their  road  from  India,  in  their 
yifits  to  the  tomb  of  their  prophet  at  Mecca.  In  order  to  keep  tbe  feat 
clear  of  pirates  between  Surat  and  the  gulf  of  Arabia  and  Per 6a,  tbe 
Mogul  had  been  at  tbe  annual  expence  of  a  large  (hip  fitted  out  on 
furpofe  to  larrj  the  pilgrims  to  Jucjda,  which  is  within  aXmall  dis- 
tance of  Mecca.  For  the  fecuritv  of  this  fliip,  if  well  as  to  protect 
Ihe.tfade  6f  Surat,  he  granted  to  his  Admiral,  tbefiddee  chief  or  a  co- 
lony of  carfrcct,  or  blacks,  a  revenue  called  the  Tank*,  to  the  value  of 
three  Jacks  of  rupees,  amounting  to  above  thirty  feven,  thou  fa  »d  pounds, 
arifing  partly* from  the  adjacent  lands,  and  partly  from  the  revenues  of 
Surat, -which  were  jiaid  him  yearly*!)?  the  Governor  of  the  caftle,  who 
is  appointed  by  the  Mogul  to  keep  the  city  under  proper,  fubjc£HoB9 
without!  however,  interfering  with  tjie  government  of  it. 

homage. 
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peonage.    Thefe  princes,  when  they  quarrelj^oi^cn  ap. 
t&emfelves,  naturally  have  recourfe  to  the  afiiftance     IJI- 
of  fuch  European  powers  as  are  fettled  in  or  near ^T^^ 
their  dominions ;  and  in  the  faine  manner  the  Eaft- 
Iuduui  companies  of  the  European  powers  which 
happen  to  be  at  war  with  each  other  never  fail  to  in- 
tereit  the  nabobs  in  the  difpute.  , 

$  XVIII.  The  next  Englifh  fettlement  to  Surat, 
on  the.coafi  of  the  peninfula,  is  Bombay,   in  th^ 
kingdom  of   Deean,   a  fmall  ifland,  with  a  yerv 
convenient,  harbour,  about  five-and-forty  leagues  %q 
the  fputh  of  Surat.     The  town  is  very  populpu&r 
hut  the  foil  is  barren,  and  the  climate  unhealthy^; 
and  the  commerce  was  rendered  very  precarious,  py 
the    neighbourhood  of  the  famous  Corfair  Angria, 
until  his  port  of  Geriah  was  taken,l\and.hwJ£Qjrtt& 
cations   demolifhed.    The  Englifh  company  liko* 
wife  carry  on  fome  traiEck  at  Dabuj,  aboiit  forty 
leagues  further  to  the  fouth,   in  the  province^  jtf 
Cuncan.    In  the  fame  foutherly  progreffion,^owar^5 
the  point  of  the,  peninfula,  we  arrive  ai.  Car^f,  ,ip 
the   latitude  of  fifteen  degrees,    whei&  therg  &* 
faialLfqrt  and  fa&ory  belonging  to  the/cbnppanj^ 
ilanding.  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  bay,  with^rivqjr 
capable  of  receiving  fhips  of  pretty  large '.burthen* 
The  climate   here  is  remarkably,  f^ubriaus;  vtli^ 
country  abounds  with  provifions  of  all  fort?,  an& 
the  belt  pepper  of  India  grows  in  this  neighbourhood 
The  next  Englifh  fettlement  we  find  at  Tillicherry, 
where  the  company  has  eredled  a  fort,   to  defend 
their  commerce  of  pepper  and  cardamoms  froni  the 
infults  of  the  Rajah,  wha  governs  this  part  of  Ma- 
labar.    Hither  the  Englifh  trade  was  removed  from 
Calicut,  a  large  town,  that  ftands  fifteen  leagues  to 
the  fouthward  of  Tillicherry,  and  was  as.  well  fre- 
quented as  any  port  on  the  coafl  of  the  Indian  pe- 
ninfula.   The  moft  foutherly  fettlement  winch  t^e 
Englifh  poflefs  on  the  Malabar  coafl  is  that  of  An- 
jengo,    between  the  eighth  and  ninth  degrees  of 
*  *  •  ;:.  4  latitude. 
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v»  o  O  K latitude.  It  is  defended  by  a  regular  fort,  Situated 
^J[":  on  a  broad  river,  which -fells  into  the  fea,  and  would 
ty^  be  very  commodious  for  trade,  were  not  the  watet 
on  the  bar  too  Shallow  to  admit  fhips  of  confidefable 
burthen.  Then  turning  the  cape,  and  paffing 
through  the  ftrait  of  Chifao,  formed  by  live  iiland  of 
Ceylon,  we  arrive  on  the  coaft  of  <Doromandel, 
which  forms  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  xftbmtra'.  Profe- 
curing  our  ccmrfe  in  a  northern  dire6rifcn,*the  firft 
Englith  fa&ory  we  reach  w  that  of  Port  St.  Davids, 
formerly  called  Tegatpatan,  fituated  in  the  latitude 
of  eleven  degrees  forty  minutes  north,  within  the 
kingdom  of  Gingi.  It  was,  about  fix-and-twenty 
year?  ;ago,  fold  by  a  Mahrafta  Prinze  to  the  Eaft'- 
intKa  cortroany,  and,  next  $o  'Bombay,  is  the  moft 
confidtfrabfe  fettfement  we  have  yet  mentioned. 
Its  territory  extends  about  eight  milts  along  the 
coaft,  and  half  that  foace/tip '  to  the  country,  which 
is  delightfully  Watered  by  a  variety  of  rivers:  the 
foil  is  fertile,  and  the  climate  healtny.  The  fort  is 
xegukr,  >ell  provided  with  canhqny  ammiinitioii, 
and  a  numerous  garrifon,  tirhicK  is  the  more  ne- 
celftry,  on*  account  of  the  nttghboiirtiood  of  At 
Frenoi  fettlement  at  Pondlcfterry.*  But  the  chief 
Settlement  belonging  to  the  Company  on  this  coaft 
is  that  of  Madras,  or  Port  .St.  <?torge,  ftanding 
farther  to  the  northward;  between  the  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  degrees  of  latitude,  and  not  a  great  way 
jfirom  the  diamond  mines  of  Golconda.  It  is  feated 
on  a  flat,  barren;  fcorching  fand,  fo  near  the  fea, 
that  in  bad  weather,  the  walls  are  endangered  by 
the  nrighty  furges  rolled  in  from  the  ocean.  As 
the  fan \s  *t>arrcn,  the  climate  is  fo  intenfely  hot, 
that  xt  would  be  altogether  uninhabitable,  were  not 
die  heat  ipitigated  by  the  fea-breezes.  On  the  land- 
fide  it  is  defended  by  a  felt-water  river,  which,  while 
it  ccintributes  to  the  fecurity  of  the  place,  robs  the 

inhabitants 

*  The  trade  cohfifts  of  long  cloths  of  different  colours,  fallaniporc^ 
nones,  dimities,  ginghams,  and  fuccations. 
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inhabitants  of  one  great  comfort,  by.obftru&ing  thc'c  hap. 
iprings  of  frefii  water,  The  fort  is  a  regular  fqu^e*.!**!-^ 
the  town  furrounded  with  walls  well  mounted  with  x,54. 
artillery,  and  the  place,  including  the  Black  Town, 
is  very  populous.  Madras,  with  fevcral  "villages 
in  the  neighbourhood,  was  purchafed  of  the  King  of 
Golconda,  before  the  Mogul  became  Sovereign  of 
this  country.  The  Governor  of  this  place  is  not 
only  president  of  Fort  St.  George,  but  alfo  of  all 
the  other  fettkments  on  the  coalts  of  Malabar  ancF 
Coromandel,  as  far  as  the  iiland  of  Sumatra.  He 
lives  in  great  pomp,  having  inferior  judges,  who 
pafs  fentence  of  death  occafionally  on  malefadors 
of  any  nation,  except  the  fubje&s  of  Great-Britain. 
All  the  company's  affairs  arc  directed  by  him  and 
his  council,  who  are  invefted  with  the-  power  of  in- 
Hiding  corporal  punifhment,  fliort  of  life  and 
member,  upon  fuch  Europeans  as  are  in  the  fervice, 
and  difpofe  of  all  places  of  truft  and  profit.  By 
virtue  of  an  a<ft  palled  in  the  courfe  of  this  very-  v 
feffion,  the  mihtary  officers  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany were  permitted  to  hold  courts-martial,  and 
puniftv  their  foldiers  according  to  the  degree  ot  their 
delinquency.  In  a  word,  Madras  is  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  the  company  for  its  ftrength,  wealth, 
and  the  great  returns  it  makes  in  callicoes  and 
muflms.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century 
the  Bagliih  company  had  a  flourifliing  ftdory  at 
Maiulipatani,  Handing  on-*he  north  fide  of  the  river 
Nagundi,  which  feparates  the  provinces  of  Golconda 
and  Btfhagar,  in  the  latitude  of  fixteen  degrees  and 
thirty  minutes ;  but  now  there  is  no  European  fet* 
tlemetit  here,  except  a  Dutch  Fa&ory,  maintained 
for  carrying  on  the  chintz  commerce.  At  Vrfgapa- 
tam,  fituated  ftill  farther  to  the  northward,  the  EngKfh 
poflefs  a  fiuftory,  regularly  fortified,  on  the  fide  of 
a  river,  which,  however,  a  dangerous  bar  has  ren- 
dered unfit  for  navigation.  The  adjacent  country 
afford* -cqtton  cloths,  and  the  beft  firiped  muflins  o£ 

India. 
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Bo  ok  India.  It  is  chiefly  for  the  ufe  of  this  fettlemeftf 
-"jL,that  t^le  cornpany  maintains  a  factory  at  Ganjam, 
%7i^  the  moil  eaiiern  town  in  the  province  or  kingdom 
of  Golconda,  fituated  in  a  country  abounding  with 
rice  and  fugar  canes*  Still  farther  to  the  north 
coaft,  in  the  latitude  of  twenty-two,  degrees,  the 
company  maintains  a  fa&ory  at  Balafore,  which 
was  formerly  very  considerable ;  but  hath  been  of 
very  litde  confequence  lince  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Huguely  was  improved. .  At  this  place  every 
European  (hip  bound  for  Bengal  and  the  Ganges 
takes  in  a  pilot.  The  climate  is  not  counted  very 
falubrious  -,  but  the  adjacent  country  is  fruitful  to 
admiration,  and  here  are  confiderable  manufactures 
of  cotton  and  filk.  Without  lkilful  pilots,  the  Eng- 
liih  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  navigate  the  dif- 
ferent channels  through  which  the  river  Ganges  dis- 
charges itfelf  into  the  fea  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay 
of  Bengal.  On  the  fouthern  branch  is  a  town  cal- 
led Pepely,  where  there  was  formerly  an  Englilh 
factory :  but  this  was  removed  to  Huguely,  one  hun- 
dred and  jiixty  miles  farther  up  the  river ;  a  place 
which,  together  with  the  company's  Settlement 
at  Calcutta,  were  the  *  emporiums  of  their  com- 
merce for  the  whole  kingdom  of  Bengal.  Indeed 
Huguely  is  now  abandoned  by  the  Englifli,  and 
their  whole  trade  centers  at  Calcutta*  or  Fort  Wil- 
liam, which  is  a  regular  fortification,  containing 
lodgings  for  the  fa&ors  ajid  writers,  ftore-houfes 
'  for  the  company's  merchandife,  and  magazines  for 
their  ammunition.  As  for  the  Governor's  houfe, 
which  likewife  (lands  within  the  fort,  it  is  one  of  the 
moil  regular  ftru&ures  in  all  India.  Befides  thefe 
fettlements  along  the  fea-coaft,  of  the  peninfula,  and 
on  the  banks  t>f  the  Ganges,  the  Englifh  Baft-India 
company  poflefs  certain  inland  factories  and  pofts 
for  the  convenience  and  defence  of  their  commeice, 
either  purchafed  pf  the  Nabobs  and  Rajahs,  or  con- 
quered in  the  courfe  of  the  war.    As  the  .operation* 

we 
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we  propofe  to  record  were  confined  to  the  coafts  ofc  H  A  j\ 
Malobaf  and  Coromandel,  or  the  interior  countries     I1K 
whieb'form  the  peninfula  intrfc  Gangem,  it  will  bev~^7*"' 
unneceflary  to  defcribe  the  fadlory  at  Bencoolen,  on- 
the  iflarid  of  Sumatra,  or  any  fettlement  which  the 
Englifh  poflefs  in  other  parts  of  the  Eaft-Indies. 

^'XIX.  In  order  to  underftand  the  military  tranf-f 
a&ions  of  the  Englifh  company  in  India,  the  reader 
will  take  notice,  that  immediately  after  the  peace  df 
Aix-la-Chapelle,     Monfieur    Dupleix,     who    com- 
manded for  the  French  in  that  country,   began  by 
his  intrigues  to  fow  the  feeds  of  diffenfion  among 
the  Nabobs,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  td'fifl* 
in  troubled  waters.     Nizam  Almuluck,  the  MoguPs 
Vicemy.of  Decan,  having  the  right  of  nominating  a; 
Governor  of  the  Carnatick,    now  more  generally- 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Nabob  of  ArcotJ  ap- 
pointed Anaverdy  Khan  to  that  office,  in  the  year 
oae  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-five.    The- * 
Viceroy  dying  was  fiicceeded  in  his  Viceroy^lty  or* 
Subafhip,  by  his  fecond  fon  Nazirzing,  whom  the 
Mogrjl  confirmed.    He  was  oppofed  in  his  preten- 
fions-  by  his  own  coufin  Muzapherting,  who  hsidK 
recourle  to  the  affiflance  of  M.  Dupleix,  and  ob- 
tained from  him  a  reinforcement  of  Europeans  and* 
artillery,  in  confideration  of  many  prefents  and  pro* 
mifesj  which  he  fulfilled  in  the  fequel.    *Thu$*re-? 
inforced,  and  joined  by  one  Chunda  Saib,  an  adtive 
Indian  chief,  he  took  the  field  againft  his  kinfman 
Nazirzing,  who  was  fupported  by  a  body  of  Eng- 4 
lilh  troops  under  Colonel  Laurence.     The  French, 
dreading  an  engagement,  retired  in  the  nights  and- 
Muzapherzing,  feeing  himfdf  abandoned  by  all  his 
own  troops,  appealed  to  the  clemency  of  his  coufin, 
who  {pared  his  life,    but  detained  him  as  a  State 
priJbner.     In  this  fituation,  he  formed  a'confpiracy 
againft  his  kinfman's  life,    with  Nazirzing' s  prime 
minifter,  and. the  Nabobs  ofGadupab  and  Conda- 
near,  then  in  his  camp ;  and  the  confpirators  were 
•.vol.  hi.  D  d  encou- 
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BOO  K  encouraged  in  their  fcheme  by  Dupleix  and  Chunda 
^^J*  Saib,  wtio  had  retired  to  Pondicherry,  Thus  fri- 
i754.  nuilated,  they  murdered  Nazirzing  in  his'  camp, 
and  proclaimed  Muzapherzing  Viceroy  of  Decan. 
In  the  tents  of  the  murdered  Viceroy  they  found  an 
immenfe  tieafure,  of  which  a  great  (hare  fell  to 
M.  Dupleix,  whom  Muzapherzing  the  ufurper  at 
this  time  aflbciated  in  the  government.  By  virtue 
of  this  aflbciation  the  Frenchman  afliimed  the  ftate 
and  formalities  of  an  eaftern  Prince;  and  he  and 
his  colleague  Muzapherzing  appointed  Chunda  Saib 
Nabob  of  Arcot ;  Anaverdy  Khan,  the  late  Nabob, 
had  been,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  forty- nine,  defeated  and  (lain  by  Muzapherzing 
and  Chuftda  Saib,  with  the  afliftance  of  their  French 
auxiliaries ;  and  his  fon  Mahommed  AH  Khan  had 

Sut  himfelf  under  the  prote&ion  of  the  Englifh  at 
Madras,  and  was  confirmed  by  Nazirzing,  as  his 
father's  fucceflbr  in  the  Nabobfhip,  or  government 
of  Arcot.  This  government,  therefore,  was  dif- 
puted  between  Mahommed  AH  Khan,  appointed 
by  the  legal  Viceroy  Nazirzing,  fupported  by  the 
Englifh  company,  and  Chunda  Saib,  nominated  by 
the  ufurper  Muzapherzing,  and  protected  by  Du- 
pleix, who  commanded  at  Pondicherry.  Muza- 
pherzing did  not  long  fhrvive  his  ufurpation.  In 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-one, 
the  fame  Nabobs  who  had  promoted  him  to  his 
kinfman's  place,  thinking  themfelves  ill  rewarded 
for  their  fervices,  fell  upon  him  fuddenly,  routed 
his  trpops,  and  put  him  to  death  ;  and  next  day  the 
chiefs  of  the  army  proclaimed  Sallabatzing,  brother 
to  Nazirzing,  Viceroy  of  Decan :  on  the  other  hand , 
the  Mogul  appointed  Gauzedy  Khan,  who  was  the 
elder  brother  of  Sallabatzing  :  and  this  Prince  con- 
firmed Mahommed  AH  Khan  in  the  government  of 
Arcot :  but  the  affairs  of  the  Mogul's  Court  were 
then  in  fuch  confufion,  that  he  could  not  fpare  an 
araiy  to  fupport  the  nomination  he  had  made. 
ft  ■  ■  '  Chunda 


6  E  O  R  6  &    It.1    .  403 

CSiunda  Saib,  Nabob  ,of  Arcot,   having  been  de-CHAP. 
pofed  by  the  Qreat  Mogul,  who  placed  Anaverdy   _J^ 
iChan  in  his  room,  he  refolved  to  recover  his  go- .  1754. 
vernment  by  force,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  French 
General  at  Pondicherry,  who  reinforced  him  with  two 
thoufend  fepoys,  or  foldiers  of  the  country,   fixty 
caffrees,    and   four  hundred    and   twenty    French 
troops,  on  condition  that,   if  he  proved  fuccefsful 
in  his  enterprife,  he  fhould  cede  to  the  French  the   , 
town  of  Velur,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pondichefry, 
with  its  dependencies,  confiding  of  forty-five  vil- 
lages.   Thus    reinforced,     he    defeated    his    rival 
Anaverdy  Khan,  who  loft  his  life  in  the  engagement^ 
reaifumed  the  government  of  Arcot,  and  punctually 
performed  the  conditions  which  had  b£en  ftipukted  - 
by  his  Frehch  allies. 

$  XX.  Mahommed  AH  Khan,    at  the  death  of 

his   father,   had  fled  to  Tiruchirapalli,*    and  foli- 

cited  the  affiftance  of  the  Englifti,  who  favoured  hint 

with  a  reinforcement  of  money,  men,  ind  ammu- 

nion,    under  the  conduct  of   Major  Laurence,    a 

brave  and  experienced  officer.     By  dint  of  this  fup- 

ply,    he  gained  fome  advantages  over  the  enemy, 

who  were  obliged  to  retreat ;  but  no  decifive  blow 

was  given.     Mahommed  afterwards  repaired  in  per- 

fon  to  Fort  St.  David's,  to  demand  more  powerful 

fuccours,  alledging  that  his  fate  was  connected  with 

the  intereft  of  the  Englifh  company,  which  in  time 

would  be  obliged  to  abandon  the  whole  coaft,  fhould 

they  allow  the  enemy  to  proceed  in  their  conquefts. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  reprefentations,  he  received 

another  ftrong  reinforcement,   under  the  command 

of  Captain  Cope ;   but  nothing  of  importance  was 

attempted,     and    the    Englilh    auxiliaries    retired. 

Then  Mahommed  wa^  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who 

*  Tiruchirapalli,  commonly  called  Trichinopoly,  fimared  near 
the  river  Cauveri,  above  two  hundred  miles  to  tbe  fouthwird  of 
Madras,  is  the  capital  pf  a  (mall  kingdom  belonging,  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Arcot,  and  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  kingdom  or  Tan- 

A  d  2  obtained 
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Bbo  K  obtained  a  complete  vi&pry  over  hinv.  Finding  it 
|i**^,impofiible  to  maintain  his  footing  by  his  own 
,754.  ftrength,  he  entered  into  a  clofe  alliance  with  the 
English,  and  ceded  to  them  fome  commercial 
points,  which  b^ad  been  long  in  difpute.  Then  they 
detached  Captain  Cope  to  put  Tiruchirapalli  in  a 
pofhire  of  defence;  while  Captain  de  Gingins,  a 
Swifs  officer*  marched  at  the  head  of  four  hundred 
Europeans  to  the  Nabob's  affiftance.  The  two 
armies  being  pretty  equal  in  ftrength,  lay  fencamped 
in  fight  of  each  other  a  whole  month;  during  which 
nothing  happened  but  a  few  fkirmifties,  which  gene- 
rally terminated  to  ..the  advantage  of  the  Englifh 
*  auxiliaries.  In  order  to  make  a  diverfion,  and  di- 
vide the  French  forces,  the  company  refolved  to 
fend  a-detachment  into  the  province  of  Arcot;  and 
this  was  one  of  the  firft  occasions  upon  whigh  the 
extraordinary  talents-  of  Mr.  Ciive  were  diiplayed. 
He  had  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  Eail-India 
company  as  a  writer,  and  was  confidered  as  a  perfon 
very  indifferently  qualified  for  fuc<ceeding  in  any 
civil  ftation  of  life.  He.  now  offered  his  fervice  in  a 
military  capacity,  and  a&ually  began  his  march  to 
Arcot,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  ten  Euro- 
peans, with  five  hundred  fepoys.* 

§  XXI.  Such  was  the  refolutdon,  fecrecy,  and  dif- 
patch,  with  which  he  conduced  this  enterprife,  that 
the  enemy  knew  nothing  of  his  motions  until  he  was 
in  pofieffion  of  the  capital,  which  he  took  without 
oppofition.  The  inhabitants,  expefling  to  be  plun- 
dered, offered  him  a  large  fum  to  fpare  their  city; 
but  they  derived  their  fecurity  from  the  generofity 
and  discretion  of  the  conqueror.  He  refufcd  the 
proffered  ranfom,  and  ifiued  a  proclamation,  inti- 
mating, That  thofe  who  were  willing  to  remain  in 
their  noufes  fhould  be  prote&ed  from  infult  and 
injury,  and  the  reft  have  leave  to  retire  with  all  their 

*  The  fepoys  are  the  mercenaries  of  the  country,  who  are  hired  a* 
*  foldiersoccdJionally  by  all  parties. 

effects, 
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cffe&s,  except  provifions,  for  which  he  promifed  toCHAP. 
pay  the  full  value.  By  this  fage  condudt  he  conci-  in*  * 
liated  the  afFe&ions  of  the  people  fo  entirely,  jthatVw^T%r> 
even  thofe  who  quitted  the  place  fupplied  him  -with 
exa£  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  defigns,  when 
he  was  befieged  in  the  fequel.^The  town  was  in  a 
Ktde  time  inverted  by  Raja  Saib,  fon  of  Chunda 
Saib,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  the  (ifge  were  coridu&ed  by  European 
engineers.  Though  their  approaches  were  retarded 
by  the  repeated  and  refolute  tallies  of  Mr,  Clive, 
they  at  length  effe&ed  two  breaches  fuppofed  to  be 
practicable;  and  on  the  14th  day  of  Odtober,  in 
the  year  1751,  gave  a  general  afiault,  Mr.  Clive, 
having  received  intimation  of  their  defign,  had  made 
fuch  preparations  for  their  reception,  that  they 
were  repulfed  in  every  quarter  with  great  lofs,  and 
jobliged  to  raife  the  fiege  with  the  utmoft  preci- 
pitation. 

$  XXII.  This  gallant  Englishman,  not  contented 
with  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  from  his  noble 
defence,  was  no  fooner  re-inforced  by  a  detachment 
under  Captain  Kirkpatrick  from  Trichinopoly, 
than  he  marched  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  whom  he 
overtook  in  the  plains  of  Arani.  There,  on  the  third 
day  of  December,  he  attacked  them  with  irrefiftible 
impetuofity;  and,  after  an  obftinate  difpute,  ob- 
tained a  complete  vidlory  at  a  very  fmall  expence. 
The  forts  of  Timery,  Caujeveram,  and  Aranie 
furrendered  to  the  terror  of  his  name,  rather  than 
to  the  force  of  his  arms  ;  and  he  returned  to  Fort 
St.  David's  in  triumph.  He  had  enjoyed  a  very  few 
weeks  of  repofe,  when  he  was  fummoned  to  the  tield 
by  frelh  incurfions  of  the  enemy.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  year  one  thoufaad  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  he  marched  with  a  fmall  detachment  to  Madi ui, 
where  he  was  joined  by  a  reinforcement  from  Ben- 
gal, the  whole  number  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
Europeans,  and  afiembjed  »  body  of  the  natives, 

that 
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Boo  Kthat  h$  might  have  at  lcaft  the  appearance  of  an 
^J^^army.     With  thefe  he  proceeded  to  Koveripauk, 
n$4.    about  fifteen  miles  ,  from  Arcot,  where  he  found  the 
French  and  Indians,  confiding  of  fifteen  hundred  fc- 
poys,  feventeen  hundred  ftorfe,  a  body  of  natives, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans,  with  eight 
pieces  of  cannon.    Though  they  were  advantageoufly 
p6fted  and  entrenched,  and  the  day  was  already  fir 
advanced,  ,Mr,  Clive  advanced  againft  them  with 
his  ufual  intrepidity;  but  the  vi6tory  remained  for 
fome  time  in  iufpenfe.    It  was  now  dark,  and  the 
battle  doubtful,  when  Mr.  Clive  fent  round  a  detach- 
ment to  fall  in  the  rear  of  the  French   batten-. 
This  jattack  was  executed  with  great  refolution,  while 
the  Englifh  in  frojit  entered  the  entrenchments  with 
their  bayonets  fixed;   and  though  very  little  tinc- 
tured with  discipline,  difplayed  the  fpirit  and  a&ivity 
of  hardy  veterans.     This  double  attack  difconcerted 
the  enemy  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  foon  defifted 
from  all  oppofition.     A  confiderable   carnage  en- 
fued ;  yet  tne  greater  part  of  the  enemy,  both  horfe 
and  foot,  faved  themtelves  by  flight,  under  jcoyer  of 
the  darkneft.    The  French,  to  a  man,  threw  down 
their  arms,  and  furrendered  themfelves  prifoncrs  of 
war ;  and  all  the  cannon  and  baggage  tell  into  the 
hands  of  the  vi&or. 
1  $  XXIII.   The  province  of   Arcot  being  thus 

cleared  of  the  enemy,  Mr.  Clive  with  his  forces  re- 
turned to  Fort  St.  David's,  where  he  found  Major 
Laurence  juft  arrived  from  England,*  to  take  upon 
him  the  command  of  the  troops  in  the  Company's 
fervice.  On  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  this  offi- 
cer, accompanied  by  Mr.  Clive,  took  the  field,  and 
,  was  joined  by  Captain  de  Gingins  at  Tiruchirapalli. 
From  hence  he  detached  Mr.  Clive  with  four  hun- 
dred European  foldiers,  a  few  Mahratta  horfe,  and 
a  body  of  fepoys,   to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  to 

*  Major  Lai(rei]fe  fead  failed  for  -$ngland  in  the  year  1750. 

gondii 
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Pondiciicrry.    In  the  courfe  of  this  expedifion  he  c  H  A  P. 
diflodged  a  fixong  body  of  the  foe  polled  arSamia-     ***^ 
veram,  and  obliged  Chunda  Saib  to  throw  a  body    1754. 
of  troops  into  a  ilrong  fortified  temple,  or  pagoda; 
jupon  the  river  Koleroon,  which  was  immediately  in- 
veiled.    The  commanding  officer,  in  attempting  to 
efcape,  was  flain  with  fome  others,  and  the  reft  fur- 
rendered  at  difcretion.    They  were  ftill  in  pofleflipn 
of   another  fortified  temple,  which  he  alfo  befiged 
in  form,  and  reduced  by  capitulation.    Having  fub- 
chied  thefe  forts,  he,  marched  diredlly  to  Volconda, 
whither    he    underftood  the    French  Commander 
D'Anteuil  had  retired.    He  found  that  officer  en- 
trenched ij>  a  village,  from  whence  he  drove  hirq 
with  precipitation,  and  made  himfelf  matter  of  the 
French    cannon.    The  enemy  attempted   to   lave 
themfelves  in  a    neighbouring  fort;  but  the  gates 
being  (hut  againft  them  by  the  Govenor,  who  was 
apprehenfive  that  they  would  be  followed  pell-mell 
by  the  Englifh,  Mr.  Clive  attacked  them  with  great 
fury,  and  made  a  confiderable  Slaughter:  but  his 
humanity  being  (hocked  at  this  carnage,  he  fent  A 
flag  of  truce  to  the  vanquished,  with  terms  of  capi- 
tulation, which  they  readily  embraced,    Thefe  ar- 
ticles imported,  that    D'Anteuil,  and   three    other 
officers,  fhould  remain  prifoners  on  parole  for  one 
year ;  that  the  garrifon  fhould  be  exchanged,  and 
the  money  and  flores  be  delivered  to  the  Nabob 
whom  the  Englifh  fupported. 

$  XXIV.  During  tliefe  tranfadtions  Chunda  Saib 
lay  encamped  with  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men 
at  Syrinham,  an  ifland  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tjk  . 
rachirapalli,  which  he  longed  eagerly  to  pofiefst 
Hither  Major  Laurence  marched  with  his  Indian 
allies,*  and  took  his  meafures  fo  well,  tjb^t  the  ene- 

*  His  army  confided  of  twelve  hundred  European!  and  Topaflet  (p 
battalions,  two  tfioufand  fepoyt,  with  the  forces  of  the  Nabob, 
the  i£ing*  of  Tdnjore,  MpiJTack,  and  the  .fcffahrattasj  amounting 
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Boo  fttny's  provi|ions  were  entirely  intercepted.     Chunda 
TI^      Saib,  in  attempting  to  fly,  was  taken  prifoncr  by  the 
1754.    Nabob  of  Tanjore,  an  ally  of  the  Englifh  company, 
who  ordered  his  head  to  be  (truck  off,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  difputes    which  otherwifc  would  have 
arifen  among  the  captors.*     The  main  body  of  the 
army  being  attacked  by  Major  Laurence,  and  totally 
defeated,  the  ifland  of  Syrinham.was   furrendered, 
and  about  a  thoufand  European  French    foldiers, 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  Law,  nephew  to   the 
famous  Law  who  fchemed  the  Miffiffippi  company, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  including  thirty 
officers,  with  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  ten  mor- 
tars.    M.  Dupleix,  though  exceedingly  mortified  by 
this  difafter,  refolved  to  maintain  the  caufe  which  he 
hadefpoufed.     He  proclaimed  Rajah  Saib,  the  fon 
of  Chunda  Saib,  Nabob  of  Arcot;  and  afterwards 
pretended  that  he   himfelf  had  received  from  the 
Mogul  fanids  or  commiffions,  appointing  him  Go- 
vernor of  all  the  Carnatick,  from  the  river  Kriftnah 
tpthefea:  but  thefe  fanids  appeared  in  the  fequel 
to  be  forged.     In  order  to  complete  the.  comedy,  a 
fuppofed  mefleftger  from  Delhi  was  received  at  Pon- 
dicherry  as  Ambaflador  from  the  Mogul.     Dupleix, 
mounted  on  an  elephant,  preceded  by  mufick  and 
dancing  women,  in  the  oriental  manner,  received  ia 
publick  his  commiffion  from  the  hands  of  the.  pre- 
tended Ambaflador.     He  affe&edthe  eaftem  ftate, 
kept  his  darbaror  court,  where  he   appeared  fitting 
crofs-legged  on  a  fopha,  and  received  prefents  as 
Prince  of  the  country  from  his  own  Council,  as  well 

to  fifteen  hundred  horfe  and  ten  thoufand  infantry.  Topaftes  are 
descendants  from  the  Portuguefe.  The  Mahrattas  are  natire-  Indians 
of  a  very  numerous  and  powerful  nation,  which  hath  more  than  once 
given  law  to  the  Mogul. 

*  Chunda  Saib  demanded  leave  of  the  Tanjore  General,  to  pafi 
through  his  camp  to  Tanjore,  and  this  requeft  was  granted ;  bat 
in  (lead  of  being  allowed  to  pafs,  he  was  detained  prifoner,  and  as 
the  Allies  could  not  agree  about  the  manner  in  which  he  ihould  be 
difpofed  of,  fome  of  the  Tanjore  •fficers,  of  their  own  accord,  ended 
the  difpute,  by  cutting  off  his  head. 

as 
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as  from  the  natives.  In  the  mean  time,  hoftilities  c  H  A  P, 
continued  between  the  forces  of  the  two  companies,  1IL 
^s  auxiliaries  to  the  contending  Nabobs.  The  Eng-V^^^ 
liih,  under  Major  Kinnier,  made  an  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempt upon  Gingee,  a  flrong  town-  fituated  to  the 
weft  of  Pondicherry.  Major  Laurence  defeated  a 
flrong  body  of  French  and  natives,  commanded  by 
■  Dupleix's  nephew,  M.  de  Kerjean,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Pondicherry,  and  took  him  prifoner,  toge- 
ther with  fifteen  officers :  after  this  fuccefs,  Mr.  Clive 
reduced  the  forts  of  Covelong  and  Chengalput,  tho 
laft  very  flrong,  fituated  about  forty  miles  to  the 
fouthward  of  Madras.  On  the  other  hand,  M.  Du-r 
pleix  intercepted  at  fea  Captain  Schaub,  with  his  , 
whole  Swifs  company,  whom  he  detained  prifoners 
at  Pondicherry,  although  the  two  nations  were  not 
jitwar  with  each  other,  During  thefe  tranfa&ions 
Sallabatzing,  with  a  body  of  French  under  M.  de 
Bufly,  advanced  towards  Aurengabad,  which  was  the 
feat  of  government;  but  he  was  oppofed  by  a  chief 
of  the  Mahfattas,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army. 
In  the  mean  time,  Gawzedy  Khan,  the  elder  brother 
of  Sallabatzing,  whom  the  Mogul  had  appointed, 
viceroy  of  Decan,  tookpofleffion  of  his  government 
at  Aurengabad,  where,  in  fourteen  clays  after  his 
arrival,  he  was  poifoned  by   his  own    lifter.    The  A 

Mogul  immediately  appointed  his  fon  Sjchah  Abadia 
Khan  to  fucceed  his  father;  and  this  Prince  adtually 
raifedanarmy  to  come  and  take  poflTeffion:  but  the 
Mogul's  affairs  requiring  his  prefence  at  Delhi,  he 
was  obliged  topoftpone  his  defign,  fo  that  Salla- 
batzing was  left  without  a  competitor,  and  made  a 
prefent  to  the  French  of  all  the  Englifti  fettlements 
to  the  northward.  Thus  concluded  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-tufo.  Next  cam- 
paign was  chiefly  confined  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Trichinopoly,  where  Major  Laurence  made  feveral 
vigorous  attacks  upon  the  enemy's  army,  and  ob- 
tained many  advantages,  which,  however,  did  not 
6  t  prove 
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Boo  /Kprove  decifive,  becaufe  he  was  fo  much  out-numbered 

m-    ,that  he  could  never  follow  his  blow. 
Km!^^J     §  XXV.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year,    the  Mogul 
was  depofed  by  his  General  Schah  Abadin  Khan,  the 
viceroy  of  Decan,  \vho  raifed  to  the  throne  Allum 
Geer,  another  Prince  of  the  Blood.  In  the  fucceed- 
ing  year,  a  negociation  was  fet  on  foot  by  Mr.  Saun- 
ders, Governor  of  Madras,  and  M.  Dupleix;  and 
conferences  were  opened  at  Sadrafs,  a  Dutch  fettle- 
ment  between  Pondicherry  and  Fort  St,  George ; 
but  this  proved  abortive;  and  many  other  gallant 
efforts  were  made  by  Major  Laurence   in  the  terri- 
tory of  Trichinopoly,  which  ftill  continued  to  be  the 
fcene  of  a&ion.     In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Admiral 
Watfon  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  with  a 
fquadron  of  fhips  of  war,  having  on  board  a  regi- 
ment commanded   by  Colonel  Aldercroon:  at  the 
fame  time  the  fhips  from  France  brought  over  to 
Pondicherry  the  Sieur  Godeheu,  Commfflary-general 
and   Governor-general    of  all    their  fettlements,  at 
whofe  arrival  Dupleix  departed   for  Europe.     The 
new  Governor  immediately  wrote-  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Saunders,  profefling  the  moft  pacifick  inclinations, 
»         and  propofing  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  between  the  two 
Companies  until  their  difputes  could  be  amicably 
adjufted.    This  propofal  was  very  agreeable  to  the 
Governor  and  council  at  IVJadras,  and  acefiationof 
arms  actually  took  place  in  the  month  of  Oftober, 
*    in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
four.     Deputies  being  fent  to  Pondicherry,  a  provi- 
fional  treaty  and  truce  were  concluded,  on  condition 
that  neither  of  the  two  Companies  fliould  for  the 
future  interfere  in  any  difference  that  might  arife 
between  the  Princes  of  the  country.     The  other  ar- 
ticles   related  to  the    places    and  fettlements  that 
:     fliould  be    retained   or  poflefied  by  the  refpedtivc 
Companies,  until  frefh  orders  relating  to  this  agree- 
ment fhould  arrive  from  the  Courts  of  London  an4 
Vpr&illes/ tranfmitted  by  the  two  Eaft-Jndia  Com- 
panies 


m*. 
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panies  of  France  and  England.    Until  fuch  orders c  HAP. 
ihould  arrive,  it  was  stipulated  that  neither  nation  J^1^ 
ihould  be  allowed  to  procure  any  new  grant  or  cef-v 
lion,  or  to  build  forts  for  the  defence  of  new  efta- 
blilhments ;  and  that  they  fhould  not  proceed  to  any 
ceffion,  retroceffion,  or  evacuation  of  what  they  then 
pofleffed ;  but  every  thing  fhould  remain  on  the 
footing  of  uti  pojjidctis.     How  pacifick  foever  the 
fentiments  of  the  French  fubjedts  might  have  been 
at  this  -period  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  certain  it  is,  the 
defigns  of  the  French  government  in  America  were 
altogether  hoftile,  and  their  condu6t  haftening  to-" " 
wards  a  rupture,  which  kindled  up  a  bloody  war  in 
every  divifion  of  the  globe. 

$  XXVI.  As  this  war  may  be  termed  a  native  of 
America,  and  the  principal  fcenes  of  it  were  ailed 
on  that  continent,  we  (hall,  for  the  information  of 
the  reader,  fketch  out  the  fituation  of  the  then  Bri- 
tifh  colonies  as  they  bordered  on  each  other,  and 
extended  along  the  fea  coaft,  from  the  gujf  of  St. 
Lawrence  as  far  fouth  as  the  country  of  Florida. 
We  fhall  enumerate  the  Indian  nations  that  lie  Mat- 
tered about  their  confines,  and  delineate  the  manner 
in  which  the  French  hemmed  them  in  by  a  furprifing 
line  of  fortifications.    Should  we  comprehend  Hud- 
fon's  Bay,  with  the  adjacent  countries,  and  the  baijks 
of  Newfoundland,  in  this  geographical  detail,  wc 
might  affirm  that  Great-Britain  at  that  time  pof- 
fefled  ,a  territory  along  the  fea  coaft,  extending  fe- 
venteen  hundred  miles  in  a  diredt  line,  from  the 
fixtieth  to  the  thirty-firft  degree  of  northern  lati- 
tude ;  but  as  thefe  two  countries  were  not  concerned 
in  this  difpute,  we  fhall  advance  from  the  north- 
ward to  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence; and,  beginning  with  Acadia  or  Nova-Scfrtia, 
defcribe  our  fettlements,  as  they  he  in  a  foutherly 
dire&ion,  as  far  as  the  gulf  of  Florida.    This  great 
tra£t  of  country,  ftretching  fifteen  degrees  of  lati- 
tude, is  wafhed  on  the  eaft  by  the  Atlantick  Ocean  i 
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Book  the  foutherrt  boundary  is  Spanifh  Florida ;  but  to 
IIL      the  weftward  the  limits  are  uncertain,  fome  affirm- 
V-^4T^I1g  that  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  colonies  penetrates 
through  the  whole  continent,  as  far  as  tne  South* 
fea;    while   others,    with  more  moderation,   think 
they  are   naturally  bounded  by  the  river  Hlionois 
that  runs  into  the  Mifiiffippi,  and  in  a  manner  con- 
•    ne&s  that  river  with   the  chain  of  lakes  known  by 
the  names  of  Michigan,  Huron,  Erie,  and  Ontario, 
the  three  firft  communicating  with  each  other,  and 
\  *  the  laft  difcharging  itfelf  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
^which  running  by  Montreal  and  Quebeck  ifliies  into 
the  bay  of  die  fame    denomination,    forming   the 
northern  boundary  of  Nova-Scotia.    The  FVeftch, 
who  had  no  legal  claim  to  any  lands  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  this  river,  neverthelefs,  with  an  infolence  of 
•ambition  peculiar  to  themfelves,  not  only  extended 
their  forts  from  the  fource  of  the  St,  Lawrence, 
through  an  immenfe  tradfc  of  that  country,  as  far  as 
the  Mifliflippi,  which  difembogues  itfelf  into  the  gulf 
of  Florida  ;  but  alfo,  by  a  feries  o£  unparalleled 
encroachments,  endeavoured  to  contraA  the  Englifh 
colonies  within  fuch  narrow  limits  as  would  have  cut 
off  almoft  one  half  of  their  pofleffions.     As  we  have 
already  given  a  geographical  description  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  and  mentioned  the  particulars  of  the  new 
fettlement  of  Halifax,  wefhall  now  only  obferve, 
that  it  is  furrounded  on  three  fides  by  the  fea,  the 
gulf,  and  river  of  St.  Lawrence ;  that  its  original 
.  boundary  to  the  weft  was  the  river  Pentagoet ;  but 
it  is  now  contracted  within  the  river  St.  Croix,  be- 
caufe  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  did,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-three,  grant  to 
the   Duke  of  York    the    territory  of  Sagadahack, 
flretching  from  St.  Croix,  to  the  riyer  of  this  name ; 
which  was  in  the  fequel,  by  an  exprefs  charter  from 
the  Crown,  annexed  to.  the  Province  of  Maflachu- 
fettVBay,  one  of  the  four  governments  of  New- 
England.     This  epimtry,,  fituated  next  to  Nova- 
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Scotia,  lies  between  the  forty-firft  and  forty-fifthc HAP, 
degrees  of  north  latitude,  extending  near  three  hun-  IM- 
dred  miles  in  length,  and  about  two  hundred  in^C^ 
breadth,  if  we  bound  it  by  thofe  tra&s  which  the 
French  poflefled  :  no  part  of  the  fettlements  of  this 
country,  however,  ftretches  above  fixty  miles  from 
the  fea.  The  fummer  is  here  intenfely  hot,  and  the 
winter  proportionably  fevere  ;  neverthelefs,  the  cli- 
mate is  healthy,  and  the  fky  generally  ferene.  The 
foil  is  not  favourable  to  any  of  the  European  kinds 
of  grain  ;  but  produces  great  plenty  of  rnaiz,  which 
the  people  bake  into  bread,  and  brew  into  beer, 
though  their  favourite  drink  is  made  of  melafles 
hopped,  and  impregnated  with  the  tops  of  the  fpruce- 
fir,  which  is  a  native  of  this  country.  The  ground 
raifes  good  flax  and  tolerable  hemp.  Here  are  great 
herds  of  black  cattle,  fome  of  them  very  large  in 
fize,  a  vaft  number  of  excellent  hogs*  a  breed  of 
fmallhorfes,  graceful,  fwift,  and  hardy-:  and  large 
flocks  of  fheep,  whofe  wool,  though  not  fo  fine  ?s 
that  of  England,  is  manufactured  with  great  fuccefs* 
§  XXVII.  New#  England  is  compofed  of  the  four 
provinces  known  by  the  names  of  New-Hampfhire, 
Maflachufett's-Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Conne&icut. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  New- York  extending , 
northerly  on  both  fides  of  the  river  Hudfon,  about 
two  hundred  miles  into  the  country  poflefled  by  the 
-Indians  of  the  Five  Nations,  whom  the  French  dif~ 
tinguifh  by  the  name  of  the  Irroquois;  but  in 
breadth  this  province  does  not  exceed  fifty  miles, 
though  it  comprehends  Long-ifland,  lying  to  thfe 
fouthward  of  Conhe6ticut.  The  capital,  which  de- 
rives from  the  province  the  name  of  New- York,  is 
iituated  on  an  excellent  harbour  in  the  ifland  of  Ma-. 
nahatton,  extending  fourteen  miles  in  length,  and  five 
in  breadth,  at  the  piouth  of  the  noble  river  Hudfon, 
which  is  navigable  for  above  two  hundred  miles.  At 
the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and. fifty  miles  frorti 
New- York  ftands  the  town  of  Albany,  upon  the  fam$ 
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Boo  Kfiver.  In  this  place  all  the  treaties  and  other  tran£ 
In-  adtions  were  negociated  between  the  Englifh  and  the 
~  'irroquois,  a  confederacy  of  five  Indian  nations,  who, 
by  their  union,  courage,  and  military  fkill,  had  re- 
duced a  great  number  of  other  Indian  tribes,  and  fub- 
dued  a  territory  more  extenfive  than  the  whole  king- 
dom of  France.  They  were  about  fourfcore  years 
ago  able  to  bring  ten  thoufand  warriors  into  the  field; 
but  now  their  number  is  fo  greatly  diminifhed  by 
wars,  epidemical  difeafes,  and  the  ufc  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  that  they  cannot  raife  above  fifteen  hundred 
men,  even  though  they  have  admitted  into  their  con- 
federacy the  nation  of  the  Tufcaroras,  whom  the 
Englifh  drove  from  the  confines  of  Carolina,  The 
Mohok  Indians  inhabit  the  country  advanced  from 
Albany-  The  northern  extremities  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire  and  New-York  are  divided,  by  the  lakes  Cham- 
plain  and  Sacrament,  between  which  the  French  had 
araifed  the  fort  of  Crown-Point. 

§  XXVIII.  Contiguous  to  New- York,  and  lying 
along  the  coaft,  in  a  foutherly  direction,  is  the  fmall 
province  of  New-Jerfey,  bounded  on  the  weft  by  the 
river  Delaware,  which  divides  it  from  Pennfylvania, 
extending  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length, 
but  in  breadth  not  more  thap  one  third  of  that  extent. 
The  climate,  foil,  and  produce  of  thefe  two  pro- 
vinces, as  well  as  of  Pennfylvania,  are  fimilar.  They 
.yield  great  quantities  of  grain,  fheep,  horfes,  hogs, 
and  horned  cattle  ;  all  kinds  of  poultry  and  game  in 
great  abundance  ;  vegetables  of  every  fort  in  perfec- 
tion, and  excellent  fruit,,  particularly  peaches  and 
melons.^  Their  vaft  forefts  abound  with  oak,  afh, 
beech,  chefnut,  cedar,  walnut-tree,  cyprefs,  hickery, 
faflafras,  and  pine";  but  the  timber  is  not  counted  fo 
.  fit  for  (hipping  as  that  of  New-England  and  Nova- 
Scotia.  Thefe  provinces  produce  great  quantities  of 
flax  and  hemp.  New- York,  affords  mined  of  iron, 
*nd  very  rich  copper  ore  is  found  in  New-Jerfey. 
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§  XXIX-  Pennfylvania,  lying  to  the  fouthwardcH  A  p. 
of  New- York  and  New-Jerfey,  is  .bounded  on  the     m- 
other  fide   by  Maryland,   ftretching  two  hundred  V"#I^^ 
and  fifty  mile$  in  length,  two  hundred  in  breadth, 
and  having  no  communication  with  the  fea,  except 
by  the  mouth  of  the  river  Delaware.  This   province- 
was  originally  fettled  by  Quakers,  un  Jer  the  aufpices 
of  the  celebrated  William  Penn,  whofe  defendants 
are  dill  proprietaries  of  the  country.     Philadelphia, 
the  capital,  ftands  on  a  tongue  of  land,  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  two  navigable   rivers,  the   Delaware 
and  the  Sculkel,  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a  regular 
oblong,  and  defigned  by  the  original  plan  to  extend 
from  one   to  the   other.      The  itreets,    which  arc 
broad,  fpacious,  and  uniform,  crofs  each  other  at 
right  angles,  leaving  proper   fpaces  for  churches, 
markets,  and  other  publick  edifices.      The  lioufes 
are   neatly  built  of  brick,  the  quays  fpacious  and    % 
magnificent,    the  warehoufes  large   and  numerous, 
and  the  docks  commodious  and  well  contrived  for 
fhlp-building.      Pennfylvania  is  underftood   to  ex- 
tend as  far  northerly  as  the  banks  of  the  lake  Erie, 
where  the  French  ere&ed  a  fort.     They  alfo  raifed 
another  at  fome  diftance  to  the   fouthward   of  the 
Riviere-au-Beuf,  and  made  other  encroachments  on 
this  colony. 

§  XXX.  Adjoining  to.  part  of  Pennfylvania,  on 
the  fea  coaft,  lies  the  province  of  Maryland,  a  tradl 
of  land  fituated  along  the  bay  of  Chefapeak,  in 
length  about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  nearly 
of  the  fame  breadth,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Penn- 
fylvania, on  the  eaft  by  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  and  by 
trie  river  Potowmack  on  the  fouth.  This  country 
was  firit  planted  with  Roman  Catholicks  by  Lord 
Baltimore,  to  whom  Charles  II.  granted  it  by  patent. 
In  the  fequel,  however,  people  of  all  religions  were 
admitted  into  this  fettlement,  and  indulged  with 
liberty  of  confidence,  and  at  pref^nt  the  reigniny 
religion  is  that  of  the  Engliih  church.    The  climate 
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BO  o  kw  ^HT  fultry  in  fummer,  and  not  very  falubrious. 
Inv.  The  foil  is  fruitful,  and  produces  a  great  quantity 
'of  tobacco,  which  the  people  cultivate  as  their  ftaple 
commodity.    The  feat  of  government  is  eftablifhed 
at  Annapolis,,  a  fmall  town   beautifully  fituated  on 
the  river  Patuxent. 

$XXXI.   Tracing  the  fea-coaft  ftill  foutherly, 
the  next  fettlfcment  is  Virginia,  watered  on  the  north 
by  t{ie  river  Potowmack,  which  is  the  boundary 
between  this  and  the  colony  laft  defcribed,  haying 
the  bay  of  Chefapeak  to  the  eaft,  bounded  on  the 
fouth  by  Carolina,  arjd  extending  weftward  without 
any  prescribed  limits,  though  the  plantations  have 
reached  no  farther  than  the  great  Allegany  moun- 
tains ;  fo  that  the  province,  as  now  poflef  led,  ftretches 
in  length  above  two  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and 
in  breadth  not  above  two  hundred,  lying  between 
the  fifty-fifth  and  fortieth  degrees  of  latitude.     In 
failing  to  Virginia,  navigators  fteer  through  a  ftniit 
formed  by  two  points,  called  the  Capes,    into  the 
bay  of  Chefapeak,  a  large  inlet  that  runs  three  hun- 
dred miles  into  the  country  from  fouth  to  north, 
covered  from  the  Atlantick  Ocean  by  the  eaftern  fide 
of  Maryland,  and  a  fmall  portion  of  Virginia  on  the 
fame  peninfula,    This  noble  bay  is  about  eighteen 
miles  broad  for  a  confiderable  fpace,  arid  feven  at 
its  narroweft  part,  yielding  generally  nine  fathoms 
depth  of  watery  on  both  fides  k  receives  many  nan- 
gable  rivers,  thofe  on  the  Virginia  fide  being  known 
be  the  name,  of  James-river,  York-river,  the  Rap- 
pahannock, and   Potowmack.     This  country,  efpe- 
cially  towards  thfefea,  lies  very  low  and  fwampy, 
and  the  foil  is  extremely  fertile.     The  air  and  wea- 
ther are  variable,  the  heats  of  fummer  exceffive,  the 
frofts  of  winter  fudden,  and  intenfely  cold ;  fo  that 
upon  the  whole,  t^ie  climate,  is  neither  very  agreeable 
nor  healthy,   fht  people  being  particularly  fubjed 
to  agues  and  pleuretick,  diforders;     The  province 
abounds  .with  Vaft  forefls  of  timber :  the'  plains  are 
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flowers,   and  flowering  Amahs,    diffiifimg  the  moft     n** 
delicious  fragrance.    The  ground  yields  plenty  pFVfcC^?^1 
conn,  and  <every  fort  of  fruit  in  great  abundance  and 
perfection.     Homed  cattle  aiid  hogs  have  liere  rnul* 
tiplied  to  admiration,  fince  they,  were  firit  imported 
from   Europe.      The  animals,    natives  of  this  and 
the  neighbouring  countries,    are  deer,  panthers  or 
tigers,'  bears,  wolves,  foxes,  fquirrels,  racoons,  and 
creatures  called  opoilums,  with  an  infinite  variety  of 
beautiful  birds,  and  a  drverfity  of  ferpents,  among 
which  the  rattlefnake  is  the  moft  remarkable. 

$  XXXIL  Virginia  is  bounded  to  the  fouth  by 
the  two  Carolinas,  fituated  between  the  "forty-fixth 
and    thiity-ficft    degrees    of  latitude ;    the    length 
amounting  to  upwards  of  four  hundred  miles,  and 
the  breadth  extending  near  three  hundred,  as  far 
as    the    Indian    nations  called  the  Catawbas,    the 
Creeks,  and  Cherokee*.     The  country  of  Carolina 
is  divided  into  two  governments,  of  which  the  tnofl 
northern  is  the  moft  inconfiderable.     The  climate 
m  both  is  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  foil  :  the  £rft  is 
warm,  though  not  unhealthy;  the  laft  extremely 
fertile,  yielding  ewery  thing  in  plenty  which  is  pro- 
duced in  Virginia,  befides  abundance  of  excellent 
oranges,  and  fame  commodities  which  ace  not  found 
to  the  northward.     North-Carolina,  though  not  fo 
opulent,'  is  nioce  populous  than  the  fbuthern  part. 
The  codonifts  of  North  Carolina  carry  on  a  confi- 
derable   traffick.  in  tar,    pitch,    turpentine,  ftaves, 
ihinglea,  lumber,  corn,,  peas,  pork,   and  beef,  to- 
bacco, deer-ikins,  indigo,    wheat,  rice,    bees-wax, 
taUo*r5  bacon,  and  hog's  lard,  cotton,  and  fquared 
timber,  live  a&tie,  with  the  (kins  of  beaver,  racoon, 
fax,  :midXj  wild-cat,  and  otter.     South-Gatolina  is 
Tnuch  bettor  cultivated  ;  the  people  are;more  cwU 
lifed,-  and   the   commerce   more  important.:    The 
capital  of  this  province,  called  'Charles-Town,    is 
fiaelyfrtuaud^t  th^  confluteace  «£  two  navigable 

vol,  in.  E  b  rivers, 


418  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

J5  o  o  K  rivers,  having  the  advantage  of  a  commodious 
Iir>  harbour.  Their  trade,  exclufive  of  the  articles  we 
^^"^have  already  mentioned  as  common  to  this  govern- 
ment and  that  of  North-Carolina,  coniifts  of  two 
chief  ftaple  commodities,  rice  and  indigo,  which 
they  cultivate  with  great  fuccefs';  and  they  have 
likewife  made  fome-progrefs  in  the  culture- of  filk, 

§  XXXIII.  The  moil  fcuthern  of  all  our  fetdc- 
ments  on  this  coaft  is  Georgia,  extending  about 
fixty  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  along  the  fea-fhore ; 
but  widening  in  the  inland  parts  to  above  ope* 'hun- 
dred and  fifty,  and  ftretching  almoft  threeriiuuwlrcd 
from  the  fea.  to  the  Apalachian  mountains:  "This 
.country >difFers -very  little  from  that  of  South X3aro- 
-Una,  with^which  it  borders  ;  yet  the  fumiher  inhere 
more  hot,  and  the  foil  not  fo  fertile. ;  Sofcamah, 
the  capital,  (lands  commodioufly  for  trade,  i about 
ten  miles  from  the  fea,  on  a  river  of  the4atin£  name, 
navigable  with  large  boats  two  hundred  miles  farther 
up  to  the  fecond  town  called  Augufta,  a  place  that 
flouriihes  by  the  Indian  trade  of  ikins,  which  the 
inhabitants  carry  on  with  their  neighbours  the 
Creeks,  the  Chickefaws,  and  the  Cherokee*^  who 
are  the  moil  numerous  and  powerful  tribes  in  Ame- 
rica, Georgia  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  fiver 
Attamaha,  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  Spaniih 
fort  of  St.  Auguftin. 

%  XXXIV.    Having  thus  exhibited  a  fuccintf 

'    view  of  the  Britifh  colonies  in  North-America,  for 

the  information  of  the  reader,  we  (hall  now  refume 

the  thread  of  our  hiftory,  and  particularife  the  traftf- 

-a£tiona  by  which  the  prefent  year  was  dtftinguiihed 

on  this  extenfive  continents    The  government  of 

:  England  having  received  nothiag  but  evafive  anfwers 

.  from  the  Court  of  France,  touching  die  complaints 

that  were. made  of  the  encroachments  in  America, 

dilpatcfaed  orders  .to  all  the  Governors  of  that  cotw- 

:  try  to  .repel  force  by  force,  and  drive  the  French 

;  from  ihoi!  iettlemou& joa  the  river  Ohio.  Wkcoocd- 
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iagly,  the  provinces  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvaniajc  hap. 
took  this  important  affair  into  their  confideration  ;\J"l* 
but  while  they  deliberated,  the  French  vigoroufly    ,7H. 
profecuted  their  defigns  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountains.    They  furprifed  Log's- town,  which  the 
"Virginians  had  built  upon  the  Ohio ;  made  them* 
felves  mailers  of  the  Block-houfe  and  Track-houfe, 
where  they  found  ikins  and  other  commodities  to     • 
the  amount  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  and  deftroyed 
all  the  Britiih  traders,  except  two  who  found  means 
to  efcape.    At  the  fame  time,  M.  de  Contrecoeur, 
with  a  thoufand  men,  and  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon, 
arrived  in  three  hundred  canoes  from  Venango,  a 
fort  they  had  raifed  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and 
reduced  by  furprife  a  Britiih  fort  which  the  Virgi- 
nians had  built  on  the  forks  of  the  Monangahela, 
that  runs  into  the  fame  river. 

4  XXXV.   Thefe  hoftilities  were  followed  by 
divers  fkirmiihes  between  the  people  of  the  two  na- 
tions, which  were  fought  with  various  fuccefs.    At 
length  the  Governors  of  the  Engliih  Settlements  re- 
ceived orders  from  England  to  form  a  political  con- 
federacy, for  their  mutual  defence:  and  the  Go- 
vernor of.  New-York  was  directed  to  confer  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  with  a  view  to  detach 
them<ftam  the  French  intereft  by  dint  of  promifes 
and  prefents  of  value,  fent  over  for  that  purpofe.    A 
congoefs  was  accordingly  appointed  at  Albany,   to 
jwhich  place  the- Governor  of  New-York  repaired/ 
•accompanied  by  Coromiflioners  from  all  the  other 
Britiih  fettleraent*:   but  a  very  fmall  number  of 
l  Indians  arrived,  and  even  thefe  teemed  to  be  indi£» 
:ferentr.ft>. tht  advances  and  exhortations  that  were 
;ma<to-  by  the  Engliih  orator.     The  truth  is,   die 
.  ffneaphchad  artfully  weaned  them  from  their  attach-  \ 
t.xnenrto  the  fubjedls  of  Great-Britain.    Neverthelefs, 
they  accepted  the  prefents,   renewed  their  treaties 
;with  the  .King  of  England,  and  even  demanded  his 
afiliaqte  19  driving  the;  French  froto  the  pcrihand 
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BbO  Kpoffeffions  they  had  ufcmpfed  within  the  India?  ter- 
llIm     ritories.     It  was  in  confequence  of  the  meafures  here 

w-^^ taken,  that  Colonel  Wafhington  was  detached  from 
Virginia  with  four  hundred  men,  and  occupied  a 
poft  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Ohio,  where  he  threw 
up  forne  works,  and  ereded  a  kind  of  occasional 
fort,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  defend  himfelf  in  that 
filiation,  tsatil  he  fhould  be  joined  by  a  reinforce- 
ment from  New* York,  which,  however,  did  not 
anrive. 

§  XXXVI.  While  he  remained  in  this  Jkwtfioii, 
De  Vilter,  a  French  Commander,  at  the  4iead  of 
nine  hundred  men,  being  bji  his  march  *to.*diflodge 
Washington,  detached  one<  JamanviMe,  ah  inferior 
officer,  with'  a  fmall  party,  and  a  formal  fummons 
.  to  Colonel  Wafhington,  requiring'  him < ko  qdit  the 
fort  which  he  pretended  was  built  on  ground  be- 
longing to  the  French,  or  their  allied  Sdr'  little 
regard  1vas  paid  to  this  intimation,  that  the  Engtifh 
fell  upon  this  party,  and,  as  the  French  affirm,  with- 
out the  lead  provocation*  either  flew  6r  took  the 
whole  detachment.  De  Viller,  incenfed  at  thefc 
unprovoked  hoftilmes,  marched  tip  to  the  attack, 
which  Wafhington  for  fome  time  fuftained  under 
*  inanifold  difadva*tages;  At  length,  fymvever,  he 
furrendered  the  fort:  irpon  capitulation,  for  thfe  per- 
formance of  which  he  left  two  officers  as  hostages  in 
the  hands  of  the  French,  and  in  his  retreat  was  ter- 
ribly hftrafied  by  the  Indians,  who  plundered  his 
baggage,  and  •  maflacred  his  people.  This  event 
Was  no  looner  known  in  England,  than  the  Britilh 
Anftbaffiulor  at  Paris  received  directions  to  compkm 
of  it  tp  the  'Flench  minlftry,  as  an  ope»  vioktionof 
the  peace;  bur  this  reptefetttarion  had  no  effort 
•  §  XXXVII.  Both  liktions  by  this  time  foisiaw 
\hat  a  fupture  would-be  inevitable,'  and  each  refolvcd 
to-make  fuitibfe  preparation^.  France  continued  to 
fend  reittforcenfetns  Af  men,  and  fuppKcsof  atomu- 
*itk>n»toi  QUekfeck,  for  the  profecution  of  her  am* 
i.v..  i;*  ••.»•*'  \  *  ..  bitious 
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iMtioas  proje£a ;  and .the  migifixy  of  GKatf-BritainCB  a  fi 
tranfnutted  fafettary  cautions  tb.the  Governors  t>f  thg^  Jj*1^  J 
provinces  ia  North- America    exhorting  them  tov-7^$^ 
join,  their  endeavours  for  repelling  the  incuEfiofts\oF 
the  enemy.    Such  an  union  as  feemcd  peceflary  far 
their  cqmmon  prefcrvafcion  waft  net  baiily  effe&edk. 
The  different  coloaies  were  divided  .by.  different 
views  aad  interefts,    bath  .rtligioas    and  pditicals 
befides,  every  fettlemenfc  was  dilka&ed  into  fe&iona, 
formed  by  the  governor  and  the  .demagogues  of 
the  atfembly :    in  other  words,   an  opposition  like 
that  in  Farltarhent,  and  a  continual  ftruggle  between 
the  liberties  of  the  people  and  the  prerogative  of  the 
proprietor,  .whether  fovereign  .or  fubje<£L    .Mr; . Dinr 
widdk,  Governor  of  Virginia,  having  demanded  <a 
certain  perquifite  for  fee  for  every  patent  he  (Would 
pafs  for  land,  the  aflembly'  voted  his  demand  illegal, 
arbitrary,  and  opprefflve;     They  declared  that  every 
man  who*  paid  it  ihould  be  deemed  aq  enemy  rto  hifc 
country,  and  fent  over  an  agent  to  London,,  ta(W» 
licit  the  fupprcffioh  of  this  impafttiosn.     The  repter 
fentatives  of  the  people  in  Pennfylvania  wailed  the 
time  in  vain  deliberations  and  violent  idifputes  with 
their  proprietors,    while  the   enemy  infafied  their 
frontiers.     The  colony  of  New*  York  was  filled  with  > 
difcontent  and  animofity.     Sir  DanveisO&orq,  -who 
had  been  appointed  Governor  of  this  province*-  died 
immediately  after  his  arrival  at  New- York,  land  thf 
inftru&ions  he  had  received  wereexpoiod  to  publick 
cenfure/   The  preamble  inveighed  feverely  >  agaiaft 
the  want  of  duty,  allegiance,  loyalty,  and  mnaninlity, 
which  had  lately  appeared  fo  notorious  in  the/  aflen*- 
bly  of  that  province,  who  had.Tiolafied. Jtfte  toyal 
commiffion&nd  inftroAions,  by  afiliming  to  them- 
felves  the  power  to  difpofe  of  publick  o&hdy  in  the 
law  which  they  had  dccafionally  paffecb    This  gen- 
tleman was^  therefore,  dire&cd  toii&fi&.upon  the 
reformation  of  all  thofe  publick  uabufos,  and  upon  v 

the  eftabdi^hment  of  a  certain  faj>ply  felt  thefervioe 

of 
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Boo  Kof  the  government,  a*  well  as  upon  the*  fetriemet* 

«*•     of  a  felary  for  Matfelft    Mweofcrrhis  Majefty,  in 

y^^  theft  fnitodttens,   fig^ifltel  fcis  will  ind  plcafure, 

That  all  money  raifed  for  the  fupply  and  fupport  of 

n:mitftnt;  orupoBWy  entei£ency  for  immediate 
ce,  fhould  be^difpofcd  of  and  applied  properly 
to  the  ufe  for  which  it  might  I*  granted,  by  warrant 
from  the  Governor;  ^by  and  with  the  adtice  and 
confent  of  the  ectafcefr  of  ^the  province,  and  no 
otherwife  t  That;  fifevertheleft,  the  aflembly  ihould 
•  be  permitted,  from  time  to  tittle,  to  view  and  exa- 
mine the  accounts  of  money  difpofed  of,  by  virtue 
of  laws  which  they  had  ena&ed  :  That  if  any  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  or  officer  holding  place  of  truft 
or  profit  within  the'  government,  ihould,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  give  his  afietit  to,  or  in  any  wile 
4dvife  or  concur  with  the  aflembly  in  palling  any 
a6t  or  vote,  whereby  the  royal  prerogative  might  be 
leflened  or  impaired,  or  any  money  be  raifed  or  dif- 
pofed of  for  the  publick  fervice,  contrary  to,  or  in- 
coniiftent  with,  the  method  prefcribed  t>y  thefe  in- 
ftru&ions,  the  Governor  fhould  forthwith  remove  or 
lufpend  fuch  counfellor  or  officer  fo  offending,  and 

g've  an  immediate  accouht  of  his  proceedings  to  the 
Dtnmifiioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations.      Thefe 
-were  peremptory  injunctions,  which  plainly  proved 
that  tne  miniftry  was  determined  to  fupport  the  pre- 
rogative with  a  high  hand  ;  but  it  mutt  be  owned, 
.    at  the  fame  time,  that  abundance  of  provocation  had 
fceen  given,  by  the  infolent  qppofition  of  fome  tuN 
Indent  individuals,  who  had  exerted  all  their  influ- 
ence in  difturbing  and  diftreffing  the  views  and  defignt 
of  the  government.    While  the  Britifh  colonies  in 
America  were,  by  thefe  diviiions,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure difabled  from  making  vigorous  efforts  againft 
the  common  enemy/  the  adminiftration  at  home 
began  to  exert  itfelf  f ortheir  defence.    Officers  were 
appointed  far  two  jegimentf ,  confiftktg  of  two  bat. 
talians'  etch^  *to-  be  .raifed ,  in  Amejiie*,  and  cam- 

jnwted 
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roanded  by  Si^rWiH»m  vPfepperel  «id  Oowmorc  h  a  pJ 
Shirley  who..W:.eqjpyed  the .fame  command  in  in-  ' 
the  laft  warr  #nd  a  body  of-  troops  :iw$/4efBliedvfcrv,-J^^ 
the  fame  feryiee.  ^        -    .V  -  . 

■  $  XXXVIiL  The  n&eft  ronari^bk  incident  that 
marked  this  yew*  on  tlic<:ohtineBt  of  Europe,  w*$ 
the  convejrfiGnof  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hefie- 
Cafiel,  Who  had  efpoufed-the-Prirrefs  IVfarv  of  Eng- 
land. He  now  declared  hunfelf  a  Roman  -Gatholkrk, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  hare  been  cajoled  to  this  pro- 
feflion  by  the  promifes  of  certain  powers,  who 
flattered  his  ambition,  in  order  to  weaken  the  Pro- 
tectant intereft  in  Germany.  His  father,  though 
deeply  affe&ed  by  his  fonY  apoftacy,  did  not  fail  to 
take  immediate  meafures  for  .preventing  -the  evil 
confequences  which  might  otnerwife  have  flowed 
from  his  defection.  He  forthwith  aflembled  the 
States  of  the  Landgraviate,  in  order  to 'take  fuch  , 
meafures  as  might  appear  neceflary  to  maintain  the 
religion,  laws,  and  conftitution  of  the  country;  ahd 
the  Prince  was  laid  under  certain  reftridtions,  which 
he  did  not  find  it  an  eafy  talk  to  fet  afide.  It  was 
ena&ed,  that  when  the  Regency  (hould  devolve  to 
him  by  fucceflion,  be  fhould  not  have  it  in  his  power 
to  alter  the  eftablifhed  laws,  or  grant  any  church  to 
perfons  of  the  Roman  communion,  for  the  publick 
exercife  of  their  religion;  and  that  he  (hould  be 
excluded  from  all  (hare  in  the  education  of  his  fons, 
theeldeft  of  whom  (hould  be  put  in  pofleffion  of  the 
country  of  Hanau  upon  Ws  father's  accefiioji  to  tho 
Regency  of  the  Landgraviate.  Thefe  refolutions 
were  guaranteed  by  the  Kings  of  Pruflia  and  Derv 
mark,  by  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  the  Evangf  lick 
Body  of  the  Empire. 

%  XXXIX.  The  exile  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris, 
far  from  having  intimidated  the  other  tribunals  from 
performing  what  they  apprehended  »  ,be  their  duty, 
ierved  only  to  inflame  the  difepftfentt  oft  the  people, 
and  to  animate  all  die  court*  of  JuftiCctba  full  ex- 
ertion 
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B  o  QK,  •fti^^4:^if^u^ky.  T^;CftMelot  caitiiiuftd  to 
^J^_,'^^6)^4te^dH^eA's>  wh*  £fitfrd.tbt  kK^^i  to 

(ubfcribe  to  the  bull  Unigenitus,  even  aftop.  tbfee  e£ 
thai*  aacawbiers  ^efe«  fen*  ^jjtfce-fofitfq.  •  The,  lame 
ptofccuti<ms^ere,^arded  p%|  ,aad  boW  reHWiijtettc** 
publilheil;by  the  PajliamsplKof  .Abs  aijd.Reufifi.j  Ia 
a  wor4f  tjh,e;,whols-  kjng4oi»;.wafl  filled,  with,  fach 
cpHfiiiioiT>^tlireatcp3d;fv,^^  fuppreffien*  of  Jufi!ice„ 
h>  a  ^SFi^^  p^^^i^eJdhoh^  and.  umverfai 
^pttchy.  -^he  prelates*  ^jft&aawhile,  feedied  to 
triwngh*i%tl^c^bufti^n^ey  had  tatfed.  They 
qMeredintoaflbciittiionsto  fupppijt  each  othfr:  they 
'  intrigued  W  court,  and  harmed  the  King  with  inft> 
l£Ot  d$s^tip»f>  ,till  he  grew  tired  of  their  proceed- 
ings* and  Qpenedhis  eyes  to- the  fatal  cenfaquences 
of  their  pride  qjid  obi#naJfy.\:  He  even  look  an  op- 
portunity of  exhorting  thef  Archbifhop'  of  Paris  to 
aft  more  fuitably  to  the  charter  of  a  clergyman, 
jje  recalled  the  Parliament  from  exile,  and  they 
jjettuined  in  triumph,  amidft  the  acclamations  of 
the  people,  who  cekbsatcd  their  arrival  at  Paris 
wkh-tW-moft  extravagant  dempntfaations  of  joy; 
apd  t^e;  ;£fchbiihop,  notwithftinding  the  King's 
expEefi?  declaration  to  the  ceatrary,,  fhll  pesfifiing  in 
cpuMenanckig  the  recitfaptrpriefe,  was  bantihed  to 
Qonrtan&-fpu^ChaFentoiaw   .. 

$r  XI*.  1ft  Spain!  -the  muijeft'  df  Great-Bntain 
was  fc  warmly  dpoufed*  *$dfcpou»ei*futijr  fupported 
by  Mr.  Wall,  whp  had  .bfie*  cefidenn  in  England, 
that  the  French  party,  though  countenanced  -by  the 
Queen-mother,-  <*nid  fuftained  with  all  the  influence 
of  the  Marquis-  de  la  Enfcnada,  the  prime  minifter, 
was  totally  defeated.  The  King,  being  convinced, 
that  it  wqu14  be  $fflr  -the  inteteft  ©f  his  fubje<9&  to 
live  on  gpodtfena*  witfo  Ifogjand;  and  wdi  apprised 
of£aCn)^a'»in^gu^  ^^redtlm  minifter  to  be 
arr^ftedrand  cmfoedtfrtoti'  b$ftowethapaa  Mr.  Wall 
the  beft  pai$:o£.Jtttl  Psnfkqpawfa.  >  fctererrfielefe, 
.      2  ~  -    th 
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tfie  Spaniard*  in  th?  Weft-Indies  continued  to  op-c  H  A  F. 
pcefs  the  fubje&s  of  Great*Britain,  employed  ^^J^L. 
cutting  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Honduras;  and  re-  I754. 
prefcntation&oa  this,  head  being-  made  to  the  Court 
of  Madrid,  the  difpute  was  amicably  adjufted  be- 
tween Mr.  Wall  and  Sir  ^enjamin.  Keene,  the  Bri<- 
tiflt  Ambaflador.  While  die  irttereft  of  Britain  thus 
triumphed  in  Spain,  k  feemed  to  lofe  ground  at  the 
Court  of  liifro*.  His  Fwtuguefe  Majcfty  had 
formed  vail  proje&s  of  an  adfore  commerce^  and 
even  jeilabSihed  an  Eaft-tndia .  company:  in  the 
mean  time  he  could  not  help  manifcfting  his  chagrin 
a*  the  great  quantities  of  gold  which  were  yearly 
exported  from  his  dominions,  as  the  balance  due 
from  his  fubje&s  onEngliih  commodities.  In  his 
endeavours  to  check  this  traffick,  which  he  deemed 
fo  detrimental  tx>  his  fubje<3sy  he.  inflicted  hardfhina 
on  the  Britifti  merchants  fettled  at  Lifbon?  ibme 
were  imptifoned.  on  frivolous  pretences:  .ottos  de- 
prived of  their  property,  and  obliged  toqiht  the 
kingdom*  He1  infifted  upon,  laying  ao  impofitsm 
of  two  per  cent  on  all  the  Fortbguefe  gdld  .that. 
Ifcould  be  exported;  but  the  profits  of  1  the  trade 
would  not  bear  fuch  an  exaction.  Meanulhde; 
there  being  a  fcarcity  of  com  in  Portugal,  tfte>  king* 
dom  was  lupplied  from  England;  and  the.  people 
having  nothing  but  gold  to  purehafe.  thi*  necetfacy 
fupply,  the  King  faw  the  neceffity  of  conniving  at 
the  exportation  of  his  coia,  aod  the  trade  reverted 
into  its  former  channel.  .     -  :' • 

^  XLL  On  the  fourteenth/ day  of  November  the 
King  of  Great-Britain  opened  theJbfl&on  of  Partes- 
raentwhhat»ba**figue,  which  intimated  nothing  of 
an  approaching  raptwe.  He  .(aid,  That  the  Gene- 
ral State  of « affair*  in  Europe  had  undergone  very 
little  alteration'  fince  their  laft  Slewing;  that  he  had 
lately  received  the  ftrongeftaflhmncei  from  his  good 
brotner  die  King  of  Spain  of  friendship  zstd  confi- 
&»<*,  whfcte  he  tfwld  cultivate  with  harmony  and 

good 
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loo  K  good  faith.  He  declared  his  principal  viewihoold 
^f"-  be  to  (Irengthen  the  foundation,- and {$gur$  the  du- 
ly^  ration  of  a  general  peace;  to  improve  the  prefent 
advantages  of  it  for  promoting  the  tr^de  of  his  good 
fubjeds,  and  protecting  thofe  pofieffions  which  con* 
ftituted  one  great  fource  of  tneit  wealth  and  com- 
merce. Finally,  he  exhorted  them  to  complete 
their  plan  for  appropriating  the  forfeited  eftates  in 
the  Highlands  to  the  fervice  of  the  publick.  He 
probably  avoided  mentioning  the  encroachments  of 
France,  that  he  might  fupply  no  handle  for  debates 
on  the  addref*  which  was  carried  in  both  Houfes 
almoft  without  oppofition.  The  government  feemed 
*  determined  to  humble  the  infolence  of  the  French 
councils;  and  this  difpoiition  was  lb  agreeable  to 
the  people  in  general,  that  they  grudged  no  expence, 
and  heartily  concurred  with  the  demands  of  the 
miniftrjr. 

$  Xiilf.  The  Commons  granted  for  the  fervice  of 
die  enfuing  year  four  millions  feventy -three  thoufand 
jfeveti  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds ;  one  million 
of  that  ium  exprefsly  given  for  enabling,  his  Majcfty 
to  augment  his  forces  by  land  and  fea.  Thirty-two 
thowand  pounds  were  allotted  as  a  fubfidy  t<y  the 
King  of  Poland,  and  twenty  thoufand  to  the  Eledtoc 
of  Bavaria.  Thefe  gratifications  met  with  little  or 
no  opposition  in  the  committee  of  fupply;  becaufe 
it  was  taken  tor  granted,  that,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture, 
France/would  endeavour  to  avail  herfelf  of  her  fupe- 
riority  by  land,  by  invading  his  Britannick  Majefty's 
German  dominions;  and  therefore  it  might  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  fecure  the  affiftance  of  fuch.  allies  on  the 
continent.  That  they  prognofticated  aright,  with 
refpeft  to  the  defigns  of  that  ambitious  power,  will 
foon  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory;  which  will 
alfo  demonftrate  how  little  dependence  is  to  be  placed 
upon  the  profefled  attachment  of  fubfidiary  Princes. 
The  fupplies  were  raifed  by  the  ffanding  branches  of 
the  revenue,  the  land-tax  and  nwlt-ia*,  and  a  lottery 

fa 
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for  one  million ;  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ofc hap. 
it  to  be  dfcd*3ed  for  the  fervice  of  the  publiclc,  andy"^* 
the  remaining  nine  hundred  thoufand  to  be  charged     I7J4# 
on  the  produce  of  the  finking-fund,  at  the  rate  of 
three  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  commence  from  the 
fifth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty-fix.    The  civil  tranfa£ions  of  this 
feffion  were  confined  to  a  few  objedte.     Divers  new 
regulations  were  made  for  encouraging  and  improv- 
ing the  whale  and  white  herring  fiihery,  as  well  at 
for  finifhing  and  putting  in  a  proper  ftate  of  defence 
a  new  fort,  lately  built  at  Anamaboe  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa. 

$  XLII.  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Paymafter-General  of  the 
forces,  brought  in  a  bill,  which  will  ever  remain  i 
Handing  monument  of  his  humanity.  The  poor 
difabled  veterans,  who  enjoyed  the  penfion  of  Chel- 
fea  hofpital,  were  fo  iniquitoufly  opprefled  by  a  fet 
of  mifcreants,  who  fupplied  them  with  money  per 
advance,  at  the  moil  exorbitant  rates  of  ufuryr  toa* 
many  of  them,  with  their  families,  wexe  .in  danger 
of  ftarving ;  and  the  intention  of  government  ihc 
granting  fuch  a  comfortable  fubfiftence  was  in  * 
great  meafure  defeated.  Mr.  Pitt,  -perceiving  thftt 
this  evil  originally  flowed  from  the  delay  of  the  firft 
payment,  which  the  penfioner  could  not  touch  till 
the  expiration  of  a  whole  year  after  he  had  been  put 
upon  the  lift,  removed  this  neceffity  of  borrowing, 
by  providing  in  the  bill,  that  half  a  year's  penfion 
fhould  be  advanced  half  a  year  before  it  is  due;  and 
the  pra&ice  of  ufury  was  effe&ually  prevented  by  a 
claufe,  enabling)  that  all  contracts  fhould  be  void 
by  which  any  penfion  might  be  mortgaged.  This 
humane  regulation  was  unanimously  approved,  and 
having  pafied  through  both  Houfes  with  uncommon 
expedition,  received  the  Royal  afient. 

\  XLIV.  Notwithstanding  the  unanimity  mani- 
fefted  by  the  Commons,  in  every  thing  relating  ta     , 
the  meafures  for  a&ing  vigoroufly  againft  the  com- 
mon 
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Boo  KiBOtt  enemy  of  the  a*rioo,.  tfrey  :were  remarkably 
m-<  difturbed  and  divided  by  21  coritefted  eledioet  of 

"  ^'^J^  members  *°r  Oxfordfhire.    In  the  courfe  of  this 
difpiate,   the  flrength  and  influence  of  wh*t  they 
called  the  old  and  new  intereft,  or,  to  fpeak  more 
intelligibly,  of  the  Tories  and  Whig*  in  that  country, 
were  fully  difpiayed.    The  candidates  fuftained  on 
the  fhouJders  of  the  old.  inteteft,   w*re  Lord  Vif- 
4cnurt  Wenmaa  and  Sir  J*n&es  Etathwood:  their 
cptnpetkors,  whom  the  newiftfcereft  fupported,  and 
of  coofequenee  the  miniftry  countenanced,    were 
LordFarkei  and  Sir  Edward  Turner.    Never  was 
any  contention  of  this  kind  maintained  with  more 
ipiri't  add  aniniofity,  or  carried  on  at  a;  greater  ex- 
pence*     Oo*  would  hive  imagined  that  each  fide 
confidered  it  as  a  dispute   which  muft  liave  de- 
termined, whether  tho  nation  fhould  enjoy  its  ancient 
liberty* !  0rv  tamely  fubmit  to  the  fetters  of  corrup- 
tion.' .  Noblemen  and  gentlemen,    clergymen  and 
ladies,  employed  all  their  talents  and  induftry  in 
tttratfiuig^or  eithet  fide,  thf(*tgho\rt:'ftvery  town* 
fhiprand  village  in  the  county.   Scaivfel  .emptied  her 
vhotexpuYe?  of  infmuation,  cahimriy,:ta$i  lampoon; 
corruption  wju  not  temilfi  in  piemife  #nd  prefects: 
koufea  of  entertainment  were  opened;  apd  nothing 
fras  for  fome  time  to  be  feen  but  fceacs  of  tumult, 
riot,  and  intoxication.    The  revenue  of  many  an 
independent- Prince  on  the  continent  would  not  have 
beef*. Efficient  to  afford  fuch  fian*  of  money  as 
*cis :  expended  in  the  courfe  of  this  difpute.    At 
length  they  proceeded  tQ  ek&ion,  and  the  fheriff 
made  a  double  return  of  all  the  four  canditates,  fo 
that  not  one  of  them  could  fit,  and  the  county  re- 
mained without  a  reprefentative  until  this  ambiguous 
affair  could  be  decided  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
About  the  middle  of  November  petitions  being  pie* 
iented  by  the  four  candidates,    as  well  as  by  the 
gendemen,    clergy,    and  other  freehQlders  of  the 
county,  complaining  of  an  undue  ele&ion,  *nd 

double 


rkmbic  retuhi,  thfe  matter  of  thefc  petitions  wasCHAp 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Houle  on  the  third  day  of  liL 
Decetttber.  The  counfel  for  Lord  Wenman  ands,-l^£v' 
Sir  £arhes  •  Dirfhwood  alledgcd,  that  they  had  the 
majority  of:  vates  upon  the  poll,  and  this  circutn- 
ftantie\iwa&  admitted  by  the  counfel  on  the  other 
fide;  *hen"*hey  proceeded  to  prove  by  evidence, 
that,  after 'ctofing  the  poll,  the  Sheriff  declared  the 
majority  of  votes  to  be  in  'favour  of  thefe  tvvo  can- 
didates, and  ^adjourned  the  court  from  the  twenty^ 
third  day  of  April  to  the  eighth  of  May ;  fo  that  the 
fcrutiny  defnanded,  and  granted  on  the  behalf  of 
Lord  Parker -tad  Sir  Edwai?d  Turner  could  hot  be 
difcutfed  befote  the  laft  day  x>f  the  month,  when 
the  writ  was  returnable;  that  the  fcrutiny  did  not 
begin  fill  the  ninth  day  of  May,  when  the  time 'was 
protracted  by  diiputes  about  the  manner  in  which  it 
fhould  be  carried  on ;  that  Lord  Parker  and  Sir 
Edward  Turner  were  allowed  to  dbje6t,  through  the 
whole  poll,  to  the  votes  on  the  other  fide,  on  pre* 
tence  that  their  competitors  fhould  be  permitted  to 
anfwer  thefe  objections;'  and,  in  their  turn,  ob}e& 
through  the  whole  poll  to  the  voters  for  Lord  Par- 
kef  and  Sir  Edward  Turner,  who  fhxrold,  in  the  laft 
place,  have  leave  to  anfwer:  that  Lord  Wenmaa 
and  Sir  James  Dafhwood  had  difapproved  of  tht* 
method,  becaufe  they  apprehended  it  might  induce 
their  competitors  to  make  fuch  a  number  of  frivo- 
lous objections,  that  they  fhould  not  have  time  to 
anfwer  one  half  of  them,  much  lefs  to  make  ohjec- 
tions  of  their  own  before  the  writ  ihould  be  re- 
turned :  that  they  forefaw  fuch  a  number  of  frivo- 
lous objections  were  made,  as  engrafted  the  attention 
of  the  court  till  the  tipenty-feventh  day  of  May;  fo 
that  they  could  not  begin  to  anfwer  any  of  thefe 
objections  till  the  twenty-eighth  ;  and  on  the  thirti- 
eth the  fheriff,  having  clofed  the  fcrutiny,  made  the 
double  return.  The  proof  being  exhibited,  the 
counfel  infifted,  that,  as  they  had  eftablhhed  a  ma- 
jority 
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B  o  o  Kjority  on  the  poll,  and  demonftrated  that  this  ma- 
^JMl,  jority  neither  was  nor  could  be  overthrown  by  fiich 
I7J4#    an  unfinifhed  fcrutiny,  -  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
other  fide  to  proceed  upon  the  merits  of  the  efo&on, 
by  endeavouring    to   overthrow  that   majority  of 
which  their  clients  were  in  poflefiion.     A  queftioa 
in  the  Houfe  being  carried  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
Lord  Wenman  and  Sir  James  Daihwood  objeded 
to  five  hundred  and  thirty  voters  on  the  other  fide, 
whom  they  propofed  to  difqualify.    Their  counfel 
examined  feveral  witnefles,   to  prove  the  partiality 
of  the  fherifF  in  favour  of  Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Ed- 
ward Turner,  and  to  detelt  thefe  candidates  in  the 
practice  of  bribery ;  for  which  purpofe  they  produ- 
ced a  letter  in  their  own  hand-writing.    They  after* 
wards  proceeded  to  difqualify  particular  voters,  and 
fummed  up  their  evidence!  on  the  twenty-firft  day  of 
*•»  >755-  January. '  Then  the  counfel  for  the  other  fide  began 
to  refute  the  charge  of  partiality  and  corruption; 
and  to  anfwer  the  objections  that  had  been  made  to 
particular    voters.     They    produced    evidence   to 
prove,  that  cuftomaiy  freeholds,  or  cuflomary  hold- 
ings,   had  voted  at  ele&ions  in  -the   counties  of 
Glamorgan,   Monmouth,   GHoucefter,   Wells,   and 
Hereford  ;  and  that   the  cuftomary  tenants  of  the 
manor  of  Woodftock,  in  Oxfordihire,  had  been  re- 
puted capable  of  voting,  and  even  voted  at  elec- 
tions for  that  county.     In  a  word,  they  .continued  to 
examine  evidences,  argue  and  refute.,  proVc  and  dif- 
prove,  until  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  when, 
after  feme  warm  debates  and  diviiions  ia  the  Houfe, 
Lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  were  ;declared 
duly  elected;  and  the  clerk  of  the  crown  was  ordered 
to  amend  the  return,  by  erafing  the  names  of  Lord 
Wenman  and  Sir  James  Daihwood.    Many,  who 
prefumed  to  think  for  themfelves,  without  recollect- 
ing the  power  and  influence  of  the  adminiftration, 
were  aftonifhed  at  the  ifiiie  of  this  difpute;  which, 
however,  might  have  eafily  been  forefeenj  inafiauch, 
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a$,  during  the  courfe  of  the  proceedings  moft,  if c  n  A  P* 
not  all,  of  the  many  queftions  debated  in  the  Houfe    *"j 
were*  determined  by  a  great  majority  in  favour  of  the^-^^* 
m«fe>uherdftJ    A  great  number  of  copy-holders  had 
beepnaditiittedito  vote  at  this  election,    and  the 
fhdriffpirfcurreii  no  cenfure  for  allowing  them  to  take 
the)Joijth^«ppaintcdby  law  to  be  taken  by  free- 
holdjtie:'^  neverthelefs,     the    Commons    carefully 
avoided^determining  the  queftion,  Whether   copy- 
holders poitefled  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  (hillings, 
clear  of  all  ^  deductions,  have  not  a  right  to  vote  for 
knights  to  reprefent  the  fhire  within  which  their 
copy-hold  eftates  are  fituated?    This  point  being 
left  doubtful  by  the  legiflature,  puts  it  often  in  the 

Ebwer  of  the  ftieriff  to  return  which  of  the  candidates 
e  pleafes  to  Support;  for  if  the  majority  of  the 
rot^Tig  copy-holders  adheres  to  the  intercft  of  his 
favourites,  he  will  admit  their  votes  both  on  the 
.poll  and  the  fcrutiny ;  whereas,  fhould  they  be  other* 
wife  difpofed,  he  will  rejeA  them  as  unqualified. 
What*  efiedt  this  pradlice  may  have  upon  the  inde- 
pendency of  Parliament  every  perfon  muft  perceive 
whorefledls,  that  in  almoft  all  the  counties  of  Eng- 
land the  High  Sheriffs  are  annually  appointed  by  the 
minifter  for  the  time  being. 

$  XLV.  The  attention  of  the  legiflature  was 
chiefly  turned  upon  the  condu6t  of  France,  whieh 
preferved  no  medium,  but  feemed  intent  upon  ftrir- 
king  fome  important  blow,  that  might  ferve  as  a 
declaration  of  war.  At  Breft,  and  other  ports  in 
.that  kingdom,  the  French  were  employed  in  equip- 
ping a  powerful  armament,  and  made  no  fcruple  to 
own  it  was  intended  for  North- America.  Towards 
the  latter  end  of  March  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  Se- 
cretary of  State,  brought  a  meflage  from  the  King 
to  the  Parliament,  intimating,  that  his  Majefty 
haying  at  the  beginning  of  the  feflion  declared  his 
principal  object  was  to  preferve  the  publick  tranquil- 
lity, and  at  the  fame  time  to  protect  thofe  polfeffions 

which 
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boo  Kwhich  conftitue  one  great  Soxxrct  of  the  commerce 
III.     and  weahh  of  his  kingdoms*  he  now  found  itJ&eccfr 

^^^fary  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  afar 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs  made  it  requifite  fat  aug- 
ment his  forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  totafee  lack 
other  tneafures  as  might  beft  tend*  to  preferve  tht 
general  peace  of  Einrope,    arid  to  fecure  the  jut 
rights  and  pofleffionfc  of  his  crown  in  America;  as 
well  as  to  repel  any  attempts  whatsoever  that  might 
be  made  tofupportor  coimten&nceany  defigns  which 
fliould  be  formed  agaanft  his  Majefty  and  his  'king- 
doms ;  and  his  Majefty  doubted  not  but  his  fahhfed 
Commons,  on  whofe  aftb&ion  and  seal  he  entirely 
relied,  would  enable  him  to  make  feich  augmenta- 
tions, and  to  take  fuch  tneafures  for  fupporting  the 
honour  of  his  crown,   and  the  troe  intereft  erf  his 
people*  and  for  die  fecunty  of  his  dominions  in  the 
preient   critical  conjuncture,    as   the  exigency  of 
affairs  might  require ;   in  doing  which  bis  Majefty 
would  have  as  much  regard  to  the  eafe  of  his  good 
fubje&s  as  fhould  be  cemftftent  with  their  fafr.ty  and 
welfare*     In  anfwer  to  this  meflage  a  very  warm  and 
'    affectionate  addrefs  was  prefented  to  his  Majefty; 
and  it  was  on  this  occafion  that  the  million  was 
granted  for  augmenting  liis  forces  by  (ea  and  land.* 
The  Court  of  Vetfailles,   nottfirhftanding  the  affi- 
duity  and  difpatch  yrhich  they  were  exerting  in 
equipping  armaments,   and  embarking  troops,  for 
the  lupport  of  their  ambitious  fchemes  in  America* 

*  The  mintftry  having  refolded  to  Jem)  a  btdy  of  former  to  £pie* 
rica,  to  a£t  in  conjun&ion  with  the  provincial  troop?  rajfejj  on  that 
continent,  it  became  neceflary  that  the  mutiny  acVfhonld^fenftraertil 
more  dear  and  exteotive.  When  this  %Uk9  therefore,  feil.~Hnrfcr*ti>« 
Jideration,  it  was  improved  with  a  new  daufe,  providing,  "  Tf£{  a*J 
V  officers  and  foldiers  of  any  troops  being  muttered  and  in  pay,  whfeti 
^  are  or  (hail  be  raffed  in  any  of  the  Brit? At  provincet»in  ItoeGMIQ  tf 


'  "  the'Prijttfh  tgrces  ate  i  and  ihail  fee  futyea  to  ttoiame^mL.penaJ* 
if  tj«,  ana puniftrmenu"  -    *     '  '"      '-  .-vuin*.. 
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ftill  continued  to  amufethe  Britifti  miniftry  withCH  A  P. 
general  declarations,  that  no  hpftility  was  intended,  KJF^> 
nor  the  lead  infringement  of  the  treaty.  ,755. 

\  XLVI.    The  Earl  of  Albemarle,  the  Englifh 
Ambaffador  at  Paris,  having  lately  died  in  that  city, 
thefe  aflurances  were  communicated  to  the  Court  of 
London  by  the  Marquis  de  Mire'poix,  who  redded 
in  England  with  the  fame  character,  which  he  had 
fupported  fince  his  firft  arrival  with  equal  honour  and 
politcnefs.     On  this  occafion  he  himfelf  was  fo  far 
unpofed  upon  by  the  inftru&ions  he  had  received, 
that  he  believed  the  profeflions  of  his  court  were 
fincere,  and  frrioufly  endeavoured  to  prevent  a  rup» 
ture  between  the  two  nations.    At  length,  however, 
their  preparations  were  fo  notorious  that  he  began  to 
fufpe&  the  confequence ;   and  the  Englifh  miniftry 
produced  fuch  proofs  of  their  infincerity  and  double 
dealing,  that  he  feemed  to  be  ftruck  with  aftonifh- 
ment  and  chagrin.    He  repaired  to  France,   and 
upbraided  the  miniftry  of  Verfailles  for  having  made 
him  the  tool  of  their  diffimulation.    They  referred 
him  to  the  King,   who  ordered  him  to  return  to 
London,  with  frefh  aflurances  of  his  pacifick  inten- 
tions :  but  his  pradice  agreed  fo  ill  with  his  profef- 
lions, that  the  Ambaflador  had  fcarce  obtained  an 
audience  to  communicate  them,  when  undoubted 
intelligence  arrived,  that  a  powerful  armament  was 
^eady  to  fail  from  Breft  and  Rochefort.    The  go- 
vernment of  Great-Britain,    roufed  by  this  infor- 
mation, immediately  took  the  mod  expeditious  me- 
thods for  equipping  a  fcjuadron ;  and  towards  th^ 
latter  end  of  April,  Admiral  Bofcawen  failed  with 
eleven  fhips  of  the  line  and  one  frigate,  having  on 
board  a   considerable  number  of   land-forces,    to 
attend  the  motions  of  the  enemy :  but  more  certain 
.  fnd  particular  intelligence  arriving  foon  after,  touch- 
ing the  ftrength  of  the,  French  fleet,  which  c6nfifted 
of  twenty-five  fhips  of ,  the  line,  betides  frigates  and 
tranfports,  with  a  great  quantity  of  warlike  ftores, 

vol,  hi,  Fp  and 
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Bpo  Karid  four  thoufand  regular  troops,  commanded  by 
s^^L  the  Baron  Dieikau,  Admiral  Holbourne  was  de- 
i;S5.  tached  with  fix  fhips  of  the  line,  and  one  frigate,  to 
Reinforce  Mr,  Boicawen ;  -  and  a  great  number  of 
capital  (hips  were  put  in  commiffion.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  May  the  French  fleet,  commanded  by  Mr. 
Macnamara,  an  officer  of  Iri(h  extraction,,  failed 
from  Breft,  directing  his  courfe  to  North-America  ; 
but,  after  having  proceeded  beyond  the  chops  of  the 
Englifh  channel,  he  returned  with  nine  of  the  ca- 
pital {hips,  while  the  reft  of  the  armament  contined 
their  courfe,  under  the  direction  of  M.  Bois  de  la 
Mothe. 

§  XLVII.  On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April  the 
King  went  to  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  where,  after 
giving  the  Royal  aflent  to  the  bills  then  depending; 
for  granting  a  certain  fum  out  of  the  finking-fund, 
for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors,  for  the  better 
regulation  of  marine  forces  on  fhore,  for  the 
better  railing  of  marines  and  feamen,  and  to  feveral 
other  publick  and  private  bills:  his  Majefty  put  an 
end  to  the  feffion  of  Parliament  by  a  fpeech,  in 
which  he  acquainted  the  two  Houfes,  That  the  zeal 
they  had  fhown  for  fupporting  the  honour,  rights, 
and  potfeffions  of  his  crown,  had  afforded  him  the 
greateft  fatisfa6lion :  That  his  defire  to  preferve  the 
publick  tranquillity  had  been  fincere  and  uniform : 
.That  he  had  religioufly  adhered  to  the  ftipulations 
of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  made  it  his 
care  not  to  injure  or  offend  any  power  whatfoever: 
but  that  he  never  could  entertain  a  thought  of 
purchaiing  the  name  of  peace  at  the  expence  of 
iuffering  encroachments  upon,  or  of  yielding  up, 
what  juftly  belonged  to  Great-Britain,  either  by 
ancient  pofteffion  or  by  folemn  treaties :  That  the 
;  vigour  and  firmnefs  of  his  Parliament,  on  this  im- 
portant occaiion,  had  enabled  him  to  be  prepared 
for  luch  contingencies  as  might  happen :  That,  if 
reaionable  and  honourable  terms  of  accommodation 

could 
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could  be  agreed  upon,  he  would  be  fatisfied,  and,  chap. 
at  all  events,  rely  on  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,v  the     *lh 
effectual  fupport  of  his  people,  and  tl\e  protection  of^^I^ 
Divine  Prpviddnce.    The  Parliament  was  then  prd- 
rogued  to  the  twenty-feyenth  of  May* 


f  f  a  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

$  L  Preparations  for  t»ar.  \  II.  Earl  Pauleys  mo- 
tion again/i  the  King's  going  to  Hanover.  $  III. 
Regency  appointed  durtng  his  Majejlys  abfence. 
&  Iv.  Bojcawens  expedition.  Alcide  and Rys  taken. 
\  V.  'French  Ambaffador  recalled.  §  VI.  Their 
trade  greptly  diftrejjed.  $  VII.  Affairs  of  the  Eng- 
lijh  in  America.  Col.  Monckton  takes  Beau-fejour. 
$  VIII.  General  BraddocKs  unfortunate  expedition, 
i  IX.  He  falls  into  an  ambitfcade  ;  is  defeated,  and 
Jailed.  §  X.  Difagreement  between  the  Governor  and 
Affembly  of  Pemfylvarua.  §  XI.  Expedition  againfi 
Crown-Point  and  Niagara  refolved  on.  §  XII. 
Gen.  John/on  encamps  at  Lake  George.  §  XIII. 
Where  he  is  attacked  by  the  French,  who  are  entirely 
defeated.  §  XIV.  Bravery  of  Captain  M'Gmnts. 
$  XV.  Gen.  Johnfon  created  a  Baronet.  $  XVI. 
Defcription  of  Fort  Ofwego  and  Lake  Ontaro. 
&  XVII.  Negka  of  the  Engli/h,  in  not  fortifying  it. 
§  XVIIL  Expedition  agamft  Niagara.  \  XIX. 
Gen,  Shirley  returns  to  Albany.  Bnd  of  the  cam- 
paign  in  Ameria.  $  XX.  Fruitlefs  intrigues  of  the 
French  hi  Stain  and  Germany.  §  XXI.  Treatf  of 
the  King  of  Great- Britain  with  the  Landgrave  of 
Heffe-Caffel.  §  XXII.  News  of  the  capture  of  the 
Alcide  and  Lys  reaches  England.  $  XXIII.  The 
King  returns  from  Hanover,  and  concludes  a  treaty 
with  Ruffia.  §  XXIV.  Declaration  of  the  French 
winiftty  at  the  Court  of  Vienna.  §  XXV.  Spirited 
declaration  of  the  King  of  Prujia.  §  XXVI.  The 
French  make  another  unfuccefsful  attempt  upon  the 
Court  of  Spain.  $  XXVII.  The  Imperial  Court  re- 
fufes  Auxiliaries  to  England.  %  XXVIII.  The  French 
take  the  Blandford  man  of  war,  but  return  it. 
&  XXIX..  State  of  the  Englifk  and  French  natives. 
\  XXX.  Sejfion  opened.  §  XXXI.  Remarkable 
addreffes  of  the  Lords  and  Commons.     $  XXXII. 

-J     . . ;  J  His 
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#  ./£*  Majefiys  anfwer.  ^  XXXIII.  Alterations  in 
the  Mimftry.  Mr.  Fox  made  Secretary  of  State. 
$  XXXIV.  Supplies  voted..  -  §  XXXV/  Earth- 
quake at  Lifton.  §XXXVJ.  Relief  voted  by  Par- 
liament to  the  Portuguefe.  4  XXXVIL  Troops,^ 
&c.  voted.  §  XXXVIII.  Mutiny  bill,  manne," 
and  mariners  ads  continued.  §  XXXIX.  A3  fbr 
raifing  a  regiment  of  foot  in  North?  America. :  j^  XL. 
Maritime  laws  of  England  extended  to  .America. 
§XLI.  Quiet  of  Ireland  reftored.  §  XLII.  Treaty 
concluded  with  PruJ/ia.  £  XLIII.  New  militia  bill 
faffed  by  the  Commons ,  but  rejeSed  by  the  Lords. 
$  XLIV.  Sejfion  clofed.  ~\     -•  . 

§  I.  \\THILST  all  Europe  was  in  fufpenfe  aboutc  H  A  *$ 
*v    the  fate  of  the  Englifli  and  Prencltfqua-vJ^^ 
drons,    preparations  for   a  vigorous  fea  war  were    175$. 
going  forward  in  England  with  an  unparalleled  fpirit 
and  fuccefs.     Still  the  French  Court  flattered  itfelf 
that  Great-Britain,  out  of  tendernefs  to  his  Majeft/s 
German  dominions,  would  abftain  from  hostilities,  ' 
Mirepoix  continued  to  have  frequent  conferences 
with  the  Britifh  miniftry,  who  made  no  fecret  that 
their  Admirals,   particularly  Bofcawcn,   had  orders 
to  attack  the  French  fhips  wherever  they  fhould 
meet  them  ;  on  the  other  nand,  Monf.  de  Mirepoix 
declared,  That  his  matter  would  .confider  the  firft 
gun  fired  at  fea  in  an  hoftile  manner  as  a  declaration 
of  war.     This  menace,   far  from  intimidating  the 
Eriglifh,  animated  them  to  redouble  their  prepara- 
'  tioris  for  war.    The  prefs  for  feamen  was  ^carried  on 
with  extraordinary  "vigour  in  all  parts  of  this  king- 
dom,  as  well  as  in  Ireland;  and  great  premiums- 
were  given  not  only  by  the  government,  but  alfo, 
•  bver  and  above  his  Majefty's  bounty,  by  almoft  all 
the  confiderable  .cities  and  towns  in  England^    to 
-fuclf  as  fhould  inlift  voluntarily  for  failors  or  foktiers, , 
^Othef  branches  of  the  publick  fervice  went  on  with 
cgusu'ala'aity:  andfuch  was  the  cagernefs  of  the 
'*  people 
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Boo  k  people  to  lend  their  money  to  the  government,  that 
|i":     inftead  of  one  million,  which  was  to  be  raifed  by 
J75S.    way  °f  lottery,   three  millions  eight  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  were  fubfcribed  immedi- 
ately. •• 

$  II.  The  fituation  of  affairs  requiring  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  go  to  Germany  this  fummer,    great  appre- 
heniions  arofe  in  the  minds  of  many,  left  the  French 
ihould. either  intercept  him  in  his  journey,  or  pre- 
vent his  return.     Earl  Paulet  bad  made  a  motion  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,    humbly  to  reprefent  to  his 
Majefty,    '<  That  it  was  an  article  in  the  original 
a£t  of  fettlement  by  which  the  fucceflion  of  thefe 
kingdoms  devolved  to  his  electoral  houfe,  that  the 
King  fhould  not  go  to  his  foreign  dominions  without 
.   the   confent  of   Parliament;    and  that   this  was  a 
principal  article  in  the  compact  between  the  crown 
and  the  people :   That  though  this  article  was  re- 
pealed in^the  late  reign,   yet,   till  of  late,   it  had 
always  been  the  cuftom  for  his  Majefty  to  acquaint 
the  Parliament  with  his  intended  departure  to  his 
German  dominions,  both  in  regard  to  the  true  fenfe 
and  fpirit  of  the  a&  that  placed  him  on  the  throne, 
as  well'as  for  the  paternal  kindnefs  of  his  Royal  heart, 
and  the  condefcenfion  he  had  been  fo  good  to  (how 
to  his  Parliament  on  all  occafions;  but  that  his  Ma- 
jefty's  declaration  of  his  defign  to  vifit  his  ele&ond 
eftates  had  always  come  on  the  laft  day  of  a  feflion, 
when  it  was  too  late  for  the  great  conflitutional  coun- 
cil of  the  crown  to  offer  fuch  advice  as  might  other- 
wife  have  been  expedient  and  neceflary  :   That  his 
Majefty's  leaving  his  kingdoms  in  a  conjun&ure  fo 
pregnant  with  diftrefs,  fo  denunciative  of  danger, 
would  not  only  give  the  greateft  advantage  to  fuch 
as  might  be  difpofed  to  iiir  up  difafFe6tion  and  dif- 
.    content,  and  to  the  conftitutional  and  national  ene- 
mies of  England;    but  would  alfo  fill  his  loyal  fub- 
je<3s  with  the  moft  affedhng  concern,    and  moft 
gloomy  fearsj  as  well  for  their  own  fafety,  as  for  that 
' "      '         ^ 
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of  their  Sovereign,  whofe  invaluable  life,  at  all  times  c  H  a  P. 
of  the   utmoft  confequence  to  the  people,  was  then      IV* 
infinitely  fo,   by  reafon   of  his  great  experience,  the'^C^ 
affection  of  every  one  to  his    royal  perfon,  and  the 
minority  of  the  heir  apparent."  Such   was  the   pur- 
port of  this  motion;  but  it  was  not  feconded   by  any 
of  the  orher  lords. 

$  III.  The  general  uneafinefs,  on  account  ofhia 
Majeuy's  departure,    was  greatly  increafed   by  an 
apprehenfion  that   there  would,  during  his  abfence,    * 
be  no  good  agreement  amongft  the  Regency,  which 
confifted  of  the  following  perfons;  his  Royal  High- 
nei's  William  Duke  of  Cumberland;  Thomas  Lord 
Archbiiho'p  of  Canterbury;    Philip  Earl  of  Hard- 
wick,    Lord*    High     Chancellor;     John    Earl    of 
Granville,  Prefident  of  the  Council ;  Charles  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  Lord  Privy-Seal;  John   Duke  of 
Rutland,  Steward  of  the  Houihold;  Charles  Duke  • 
of   Grafton,    Lord-Chamberlain;     Archibald    Duke 
of  Argyle;  the    Duke  of    Newcaftle,    Firft   Coqi- 
miflioner  of  the   Treafury;    the  Duke   of  Dorfet, 
Matter  of  the  Horfe;  the   Earl  of  Holdernefle,  one 
of  the  Secretaries  of  State;  the  Earl  of  Rochford, 
Groom  of  the  Stole;    the  Marquis  of  Harrington, 
Lord   Lieutenant    of  Ireland:    Lord  Anfon,    Firft 
Commiffioner  of  the  Admiralty ;  Sir  Thomas  Ro>- 
binfon,    Secretary  of  State;  and  Henry   Fox,  Efq. 
Secretary  at   War.     His  Majefty  fet   out  from  St; 
James's  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  April  early  in  the 
morning,    embarked  at  Harwich  in  the   afternoon, 
landed  the  next  day  at  Iielvoetfluys,  and  arrived  at 
Hanover  on  the  fecond  of  May. 

^  IV.  Admiral  Bofcawen  with  eleven  ftips  of 
the  line  and  a  frigate,  having  taken  on  board  two 
regiments  at  Plymouth,  failed  from  thence  on  the 
twenty- feventh  of  April  for  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land, and  in  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  there,  the 
French  fleet  from  Breft  came  to  the  fame  ftation, 
underthe  command  of  E.  B,ois  cje  la.  Mothe.    But 

the 
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BOO  Kthe  thick  fogs  which  prevail  upon  thefe  coafb,  efpe** 
in.     dally  at  that  time  of  the  year,  kept  the  two  alma- 

^^^tnents  from  feeing -each    other;  and  part  of  the 
French  fquadron  efcaped  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence,: 
whilft  another  part  of  them  went  round,  and    got 
into  the  fame  river  through  the  ftraits  of  Belleifle^ 
by  a  way  which  was  never  known  to  be  attempted 
before  by  (hips  of  the  line.     However,  whilft  the 
Engiifh  fleet  lay  off  Gape  Race,  which  is  the  fouth- 
ernmoft  point  of  Newfoundland,  and  was  thought  to 
be  the  moft  proper  fituation  for  intercepting  the 
enemy,  two  French  (hips,  the  Alcide,  of  fixty-fbur 
guns,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty  men,  and  the 
Lys  pierced  for  fifty-four  guns,  but  mounting  only 
twenty-two,  having  eight  companies  of  land-forces 
on  board,  being  feparated  from  the  reft  of  their  fleet 
'   in  the  fog,  fell  in  with  the  Dunkirk,  Captain  Howe, 
and  the  Defiance,  Captain  Andrews,  two  fixtyguh 
ihips  of  the  Englifh  fquadron ;  and  after  a  fmart 
engagement,  which  lafted  fome  hours,  and  in  which 
Captain  (  afterwards  Lord )  Howe  behaved  with  the 
greateft  fkill  and  intrepidity,  were  both  taken,  with 
leveral  conliderable  officers  and  engineers,  and  about 
eight  thoufand  pounds  in  money.    Though  the  cap- 
ture of  thefe  fhips,  from  which  the  commencement 
of  the  war  may  in  fa£  be  dated,  fell  greatly  fhort  of 
what  was  hoped    for  from  this   expedition;     yet, 
when  the  news  of  it   reached  England,  it  was  of 
infinite  fervice  to  the  publick  credit  of  every  kind, 
and  animated  the  whole  nation,  who  now  faw  plain- 
ly that  the  government  was  determined  to  keep  no 
further  meafures  with  the  French,  butjuftly  to  repel 
force  by  force,  and  put  a  flop  to  their  fending  more 
men  and  arms  to  invade  the  property  of  the  Englifh 
in  America,  as  they  bad  hitherto  done  with  impu- 
nity.   The   French,  who,  for  fome  time,  did  Hot 
;:  even  attempt,  to   make    reprifals  <on  our  fhipping, 
would  gladly  ha*te  chofen  to  avoid  a  war  at  that 
^    time,. and  to  have  continued  extending   their  en- 
'  croachments 
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erachmento  on  our  fettkments,  till  they  had  «c-chap. 
cuted  their  grand  plan  of  fecuhng  a  communication     iv« 
from  the  Mifliffippi  to  Canada,  by  a  line  of  forts,  K^^m^J' 
many  of  whkh  they  had  already  ere&ed.  ' $s* 

^  V.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  this  adioti 
at  Paris,  the  French  Ambaflador,  M.  de  Mirepoix 
was  recalled  from  London,  and  M.  de  Bufly  from 
Hanover,  where  he  had  jufl  arrived,  to  attend  the    . 
King  of  England  in  a  publick    character.    They 
complained  loudly  of  Bofcawen's  attacking  the  fhips, 
as  a  breach  of  national  faith ;  but  it  was  juftly  retorted 
on  the  part  of  England,  that  their  encroachments 
in  America  had  rendered  reprisals  both  juftifiablc 
and  neceflary.    The  refolution  of  making  them  was 
the  efFeft  of    mature  deliberation   in  the  Englifh 
council.    The  vail  increafe  of  the  French  marine  of 
late  years,  which  in  all  probability  would  »foon  be 
employed  againft  Great-Britain,  occafioned  an  order 
for  making  reprifals  general  in  Europe  as  well  as  in 
America ;  and  that  all  French  (hips,  whether  out- 
ward or  homeward  bound,  Ihould  be  flopped,  and 
brought  into    Britifh  ports.    To  give  the  greater 
weight  to  thefe  orders,  it  was  refolved  to  fend  out 
thofe  Admirals  who    had  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
moil  towards  the  end  of  the  laft  war.    Accordingly 
on    the    twenty-firft  of.  July,  Sir  Edward  Hawkc 
failed  on  a  crime  to  the  weftward,    with  eighteen 
fhips  of  the  line,  a  frigate,  and  a  floop ;  but,  not 
meeting  with  the  French  fleet,  thefe  (hips  returned 
to  England  about  the  latter  end  of  September  a^d 
the  beginning  of  Oftober  ;  on  the  fourteenth  of  which 
laft  month  another  fleet   confiding   of  twenty-two' 
fhips  of  the  line,  two  frigates  and  two  (loops,  failed 
again  pn  a  cruife  to  the  weftward  under  Admiral 
Byng,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  the  Ftench  fquadron 
under  Duguay,  and  likewife  that  commanded  by  La 
Motile,  in  cafe  of  its  return  from  America..    But 
this  fleet  likewife  returned  to  S pithead  on  the  twenty- 
fee  ond  of  November,  without  having  been  able  to 
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Book  cffc&  any  thing,  though  it  was  allowed  by  all,  that 
IIr-     the  Admiral  had  a6led  judicioufly   in  the  choice  of 
"^^^  his  (lations. 

$  VI.  While  thefe  meafures  were  purfued,    for 
the  general  Security  of  the   Britifh  .  coafts  and  trade 
in  Europe,  feveral  new  (hips  of  war  were  begun,  and 
finilhed  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  in  his  Majefly's 
docks :    twelve  frigates  and  floops,    contracted  for 
in  private  yards   were  compleated  by  the  month  of 
Auguft;  and  twenty-four  (hips  and  twelve   colliers 
were  then  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  government, 
to  be  fitted  out  as  veflels  of  war,  to  carry  twenty 
guns  and  one  hundred   and  twenty  men  each.    In 
the  mean  time  the  French  trade  was  fo  annoyed  by 
the  Engli(h  cruifers,  that  before  the  end  of  this  year 
three  hundred   of    their    merchant    (hips,  many  of 
which,    from  fcSt.   Domingo   and    Martinico,  were 
1  extremely  rich,  and  eight  thoufand  of  their  failors, 
were  brought  into  Englilh  ports.     By  thefe  captures 
the  Briti(h  miniftry  anfwered  many  purpofes  :  they 
deprived  the  French  of  a  great  body  of    feamen, 
and  with-held  from  them  a  very  large  property,  the 
want  of  which  greatly  diftrefled  their  people,    and 
ruined  many  of  their  traders.     Their  outward-bound 
merchant  (hips  were  infured  at  the  rate  of  thirty  per 
cent,  whilft  the  Englilh  paid  no  more  than  the  com- 
mon infurance.     This  intolerable  burthen  was  felt 
by  all  degrees  of  pepple  amongft  them:  their  mini- 
dry  was  publickly  reviled,    even   by  their  Parlia- 
ments: and  the  French  name,  from  being  the  ter- 
ror, began  to  be  the  contempt  of  Europe.     Theif 
unea(inef$  was  alfo  not  a  little  heightened  by  new 
broils   between  their  King  and  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  oceafioned  by  the  obftinacy  of  the  clergy  of 
that  kingdom,  who  feemed  determined  to  fupport 
the  church,    in  all  events,  againft    the  fefcular  tri- 
bunals, and  as  much  as  poffible,  to  enforce  the  ob- 
fervance  of  the  bull.  Unigenitus,  which  had  long 

been 
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been  the  occafion  of  fo  many  difputes  among  them.c  HAP. 
However,  the  Parliament  continuing  firm,  and  the      IV- 
French  King  approving  of  its  conduit,  the  eccle-  ^^C 
fiafticks  thought  proper  to  fubmit  for  the  prefent ; 
and  in  their  general  atfcmbly  this  year,  granted -him 
a  free  gift  of  fixteen   millions  of  livres,  which  he 
demanded  of  them — i  greater  fum  than  they  had 
ever  given  before,  even  in  time  of  war. 

§  VII.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  aflembly 
of  Mafiachufiett's  Bay  in  New- England  palled  an 
a&,  prohibiting  all  correfpondence  with  the  French 
at  Louifbourg ;  and  early  in  the  fpring  they  raifed 
a  body  of  troops,  which  was  tranfported  to  Nova- 
Scotia,  to   aflift  Lieutenant-Governor  Laurence  in 
driving  the   French  from  the  encroachments  they 
had  made  upon  that  province.     Accordingly,  to- 
wards the  end  %of  May,  the  Governor  fent  a  large 
detachment  of  troops,  under  the  command  of  Liea- 
tenant-Colonel  Monokton,  upon  this  fervice ;  and 
three  frigates  and  a  Hoop  were  difpatched  up  the 
bay  of  Fundy,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Rous, 
to  give  their  afliftance  by  fea.     The  troops,  upon 
their  arrival  at  the  river  Mafiaguafh,  found  the  paf- 
fage  flopped  by  a  large  number  of  regular  forces, 
rebel  neutrals,  or  Acadians,  and  Indian's,,  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  of  whom  occupied  a  block-houfe, 
with  cannon  mounted  on  their  fide  of  the  river;  and 
the  reft  were  pofted  within  a  ftrong  breaft-work  ctf 
timber,  thrown  up  by  way  of  outwork  to  the  block- 
houfe.     The  English  provincials  attacked  this  pla<* 
with  fuch  fpirit,  that  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  fly, 
and  leave  them  in  pofteffion  of  the  breaft-work  :  then 
the  garrifon  in  the  block-houfe  defertfed  it,  and  left 
the  paflage  of  the  river  free.     From  thence  Colonel 
Monckton  advanced  to  the  French  fort  of  Beaii- 
fejour,  which  he  inverted,  as  far  at  leaft  as  the  fmall 
number  of  his  troops  would  permit;  on  the  twelfth 
of  June ;  and  after  four  days'  bombardment  obliged 
\t  to  furrender,  though  the  French  had  twenty-fix 
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B  o  o  Kpieces  of  cannon  mounted,  and  plenty  of  ammuni- 
nr-    tion,  and  the  Englifh  had  not  yet  placed  a  (ingle 

^^^ cannon  upon  their  batteries.  The  ganifon  was  fent 
to  Ix)uifbourg,  on  condition  of  not  bearing  arms 
in  America  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months ;  and  the 
Acadian*,  who  had  joined  the  French,  were  par* 
doned,  in  consideration  pf  their  having  been  forced 
into  that  fervice.  Colonel  Monckton,  after  put- 
ting a  ganifon  into  this  place,  and- changing  its 
Dame  to  that  of  Cumberland,  the  next  day  attacked 
and  reduced  the  other  French  fort  upon  the  river 
Gafycreau  which  runs  into  Bay  Verte ;  where  he 
likewtie  found  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  and 
iftores  <rf  all  kinds,  that  being  the  chief  magazine 
-for  fopplying  the  French  Indians  and  Acadians  with 
^ana*,  ammunition,  and  other  necefiaries.  He  then 
ditoftwtfl  thefe  laft,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thou- 
-ftndr*ftd  in  the  mean  time,  Captain  Rous  with 
-hi*  ftups  bailed  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  John, 
4^'tHttack  the  n£w  fort  the  French  had  ere<fted  there  ; 
-feWfh^y  faved  him  that  trouble,  by  abandoning  it 
ifpbtf  his  appearance,  after  having  burft  their  can- 
4ttft,;4>lown  up  their  magazine,  and  deftroyed,  as 
;ftfc  a* they  had  time,  all  the  works  they  had  lately 
jkifedr  The  Englifh  had  but  twenty  men  killed, 
:*n&  about  the  fame  number  wounded,  in  the  whole 
atf  <?b&  etpedition,  the  fttccefe  of  which  fecured  the 
4SUtt}tiiltity  ttf  Nova-Scotia. 

■jir^r-Va.-  White  the  New-Ertglanders  were  thus 

*fft£teyedin  deducing  the  French  in  Nova-Scotia, 

-prestations  were   made  in  Virginia  for  attacking 

ihettl  upon  the-Ohio.     A  fort  was  built,  which  was 

^iktotife  mailed  Ftfrfr-Cumberland,  aod  a  camp  formed 

vaa^WfUsVCisek*     On  the  fourteenth  of  January  of 

-rthfr^year,"  Majftr-General  Braddock,  with  Colonel 

~t)ta*baj&' and' Colonel  Ha&et's  regiments  of  foot, 

fail^i  from  JCork,    in -Ireland,   for  Virginia,  where 

th«^ttlwi4cdfiife4>efore^^  end  6f  February.  This 

^General  might  cortfequentfy  have  entered  upon  a<ftion 
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early,  in  the  fpring,  had  he  not  been  unfortunatelyc  nhft*- 
delayed  by  the  Virginian,  contra&ofs  for  the  army,      IV- 
who,    when  he  was  ready-  to  march,  had  -neither *"*TT*^ 
provided  a  fufficient  quantity  -of  proviiions  for  his        s\ 
troops,  nor  a  competent  number,  of  carriage*  for  his 
army.    This  accident  was  forefeen  by  almoft  every 
perfon  who  knew  any  thing  of  our  plantations  updo. 
the  continent  of  America :  for  the  people  of  Virgi- 
nia, who  think  of  no  produce  but  their  tobacco,  and 
do  not  raife  corn  enough  even  for  their  own  fubfift- 
ence,  being,  by  the  nature  of  their  country,   well* 
provided  with  the  conveniency  of  water  conveyance, 
have  but  few  wheel  carriages,  or  beads  of  burthen ; 
whereas  Pennfylvania,  which  abounds  in  coin,  and 
moft  other  forts  of  provifions,  has  but  little  wateih 
carriage,  efpecially  in  its  weftern  fettlements,  where 
its  inhabitants  have  great  numbers  of  carts,  waggons, 
and  horfes.     Mr.  Braddock  fhould,  therefore,  cer- 
tainly, in  point  of  prudence,  have  landed  in  Penn- 
fylvania: the  contrail  for  fupplying  his  troops  fhould 
have  been  made  with  fome  of  the  chief  planters  there, 
who  could  eaftly  have  performed  their  engagements^ 
.and  if  his  camp  had  been  formed  near  Frank Vtpwj\ 
.or  fomewhere  upon  the  fouth-weft  borders  of  tb%t 
province,  he  would  not  have  had  eighty  mile*  tp 
march  from  thence  to  Fort  du  Quefne,  inftead  'of 
an  hundred  and  thirty  miles  that  he  had  to  advance 
from  Wills's  Creek,  where  he  did  encamp,  throurfx 
roads  neither  better  nor  more  practicable  than  me 
other  would  have  been.    This  error,  in  the  very  be- 
ginning of  the  expedition,  whether  owing  to  an  in- 
judicious preference  fondly  given  to  the  YirginsaAs 
in  the  lucrative  job  of  fupplying  thefe  troow,*  or  to ' 
any  other  caufe,  delayed  the  march  of*  tne  army 
for  fome  weeks,  during  which  it  was  in  the  utfl&oft 
diftrefs  for  neceflaries  of   all  kind*;    and    would 
probably  have  defeated  the  expedition  entirely  for 
that  fummer,  had  not  the  tontsa&oft  found  npans 
to  procure  fome  affiftance  from  the  back  fettlements 

of 
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BOOKof  Pennfylvania.     But  even  when  thefe  fupplies  did 
II1;     arrive,  they  confifted  of  only  fifteen  waggons,  and 
i75S^"  an  hundred  draft  horfes,  inftead  of  an  hundred  and 
fifty  waggolis  and  three  hundred  horfes,  which  the 
Virginian  contractors  had  engaged  to  furnifh,  and 
the  provifions  were  fo  bad  that  they  could  not   be 
ufah     However,  fome  gentlemen  in  Pennfylvania, 
being  applied  to  in  this  exigency,  amply  made  up 
for  thefe.  deficiencies,  and  the  troops  were  by  this 
means  fuppiied  with  every  thing  they  wanted.     An- 
other,, and  ft  ill  more  fatal  error  was  committed  in 
the,  choice,  of  the  Commander  for  this  expedition 
Major-j&eneral  Braddock,  who  was  appointed  to  it, 
was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  courage,  and  expert  in 
all  the  punctilios  of  a  review,  having  been  brought 
up  in  the  Engliih  guards ;  but  he  was  naturally  very 
/    haughty,  pofitive,  and  difficult  of  accefs ;  qualities  ill 
fuited  to .  the  temper  of  the  people  amongft  whom 
he  was.  t»p.  conUnand.  m   His  extreme  feverity  in  mat- 
.t&W.of  difciplijiehad  rendered  him  unpopular  among 
thtsriQtdiers  ;  and  the    ftridt  military  education  in 
winch  he  hftd  been  trained  from  his  youth,  and  which 
.httrprided  himfelfon  fcrupuloufly  following,  made 
#hiai  4&cid  the  American  militia  in  great  contempt, 
becatife  they  could  not   go  through  their  exercife 
"with  theifyme  dexterity  and  regularity  as  a  regiment 
cof  /guards  in  Hyde-Park,  little  knowing,  or  indeed 
.fcsiog  nb^  to  form  ajiy  idea  of  the  difference  between 
theJSusopean  manner  of  fighting,  and  an  American 
-eypccjttion;  through  woods,    deferts,  and   moraffes." 
-Befor^e  left.  England;  he  received,  in  the   hand- 
joking  of ,  Colonel  Napier,  a  fet  of  inftru&ions  from 
ths  Puke  of  Cumberland.     By  thefe,  the  attempt 
upon  Niagara  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  referred  to 
him*, and- thfe.rediwftion  of  Crown-Point  was  to  be 
left  .chiefly  to  the  provincial  forces.     But  above  all, 
his  Royal  Highnels,  both  verbally  and  in  this  writ- 
ing,:fre^©fttly   cautioned   him  carefully  .  to  beware 
of.  .as*  an&uth  .or  furprize.     Inftead  of  regarding  this 

falutary 
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falutary  caution,  his  conceit  of  his  own  abilities  CH  a  P. 
made  him  difdain  to  afk  the  opinion  of  any  under^J^, 
his  command;  and  the  Indians,  who  would  have  i75X. 
been  his  fafeft  guards  againft  this  danger  in  particu- 
lar, were  fo  diigufted  by  the  haughtinefs  of  his  beha- 
viour, that  moll  of  them  forfook  his  banners.  Uiu 
der  thefe  difadvantages  he  began  his  march  from 
Fort-Cumberland  on  the  tenth  of  June,  at  the  head 
of  about  two  thoufand  two  hundred  men,  for  the 
Meadows,  where  Colonel  Washington  was  defeated 
the  year  before.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  was  in-, 
formed  that  the  French  at  Fort  du  Quefne,  which 
had  lately  been  built  on  the  fame  river,  near  ks  con- 
fluence with  the  Monangahela,  expe&ed  a  reinforce- 
ment of  five  hundred  regular  troops:  *  therefore,  that 
he  might  march  with  a  greater  difpatch,  he  left  Co- 
lonel Dunbar,  with  eight  hundred  men,  to  bring  up 
the  provifion,  ftores,  and  heavy  baggage,  as  fall  as  ' 
the  nature  of  the  fervice  would  permit;  and  with 
the  other  twelve  hundred,  together  with  ten  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  the  neceflary  ammunition,  and  pro- 
vilions,  he  marched  on  with  fo  much  expedition, 
that  he  feldom  took  any  time  to  reconnoitre  the 
woods  or  thickets  he  was  to  pafe  through;  as  if  the 
nearer  he  approached  the  enemy,  the  farther  he  ws 
removed  from  danger. 

$  IX.  On  the  eighth  of  July,  he  encamped  within 
ten  miles  of  Fort  du  Quefne.  Though  Colonel 
Dunbar  was  then  near  forty  miles  behind  him,  and 
his  officers,  particularly  Sir  Peter  Halket,  earneftly 
entreated  him  to  proceed  with  caution,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  friendly  Indians  who  were  with  him,  by  way 
of  advanced  guard,  in  ■  cafe  of  ambufcades ;  yet  he 
refumed  his  march  the  next  day,  without  fo  much  as 
endeavouring  to  obtain  any  intelligence  of  the  fitu- 
tion  or  difpolition  of  the  enemy,  or  even  fending 
out  any  fcouts  to  vifit  the  woods  and  thickets  on 
both  fides  of  him,  as  well  as  in  front.  With  this 
carelefihefs  he  was  advancing,  when,  about  noon,  he 

was 
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BOO  Kwas  faluted  with  a  general  ike  upon  his  front,  and 
^J"-  all  alohg  his  left  flank,  from  an  enemy  fo  artfully 
1755  concealed  behind  the  trees  and  bufhes,  that  not  a 
man  of  them  could  be  feen.  The  vanguard  imme- 
diately fell  back  upon  the  main  body,  and  in  an  in- 
fant the  panick  and  confufion  became  general;  fb 
.  that  moil  of  the  troops  fled  with  great  precipitation, 
notwithstanding  all  that  their  officers,  fome  of  whom 
behaved  very  gallantly,  could  do  to  flop  their  career. 
As  to  Braddock  himfelf,  inftead  of  fcouring  the 
-  thickets  and  bufhes  from  whence  the  fire  came,,  with 
grape  fhot  from  the  ten  pieces  of  cannon  he  had  with 
him,  or  ordering  flanking  parties  of  his  Indians  to 
advance  againft  the  enemy,  he  obftinately  remained 
upon  the  ipot  where  he  was,  and  gave  orders  for  the 
few  brave  officers  and  men  who  ftaid  with  him,  to 
form  regularly  and  advance.  Meanwhile  his  men 
fell  thick  about  him,  and  almoft  all  his  officers  were 
iingled  out,  one  after  another,  and  killed  or  wound- 
ed; for  the  Indians,  who  always  take  aim  when  they 
fire,  and  aim  chiefly  at  the  officers,  diftinguifhed  them 
by  their  drefs.  At  lift,  the  General,  whofe  obftinacy 
feemed  to  increafe  with  the  danger,  after  having  had 
fome  horfes  fhot  under  him,  received  a  mufket  fhot 
through  the  right  arm  and  lungs,  of  which  he  died 
in  a  few  hours,  having  been  carried  off  the  field  by 
the  bravery  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gage,  and  another 
of  his  officers.  When  he  dropped,  the  confufion  of 
the  few  that  remained  turned  it  into  a  downright  and 
very  difofderly  flight  acrofs  a  river  which  they  had 
juft  palled,  though  no  enemy  appeared,  or  attempted 
to  attack  them.  All  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
baggage  of  the  army  were  left  to  the  enemy,  and, 
among  the  reft,  the  General's  cabinet,  with  alibis 
letters  and  inftraftiohs,  which  the  French  Gouit  af- 
terwards *  made  great  ufe  of  in  their  printed  memo- 
rials or  mdnifeftoes.  The  lofs  of  the  Englifb  in  this 
unhappy  affair  amounted  to  feven  hundred  men. 
Their  officers, '  in  particular,  fuffered  much  mote 
.  ■      '  than 
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than  in  the  ordinary  proportion  of  battles  in  Europe.^  H  A  P^ 
Sir  Peter  Halket  fell  by  the  very  firft  fire,  at  the^*^, 
bead  of  his  regiment ;  and  the  General's  Secretary,     I7SJ. 
ion  to  Governor  Shirley,  was  killed  loon  after.  Nei— 
ther  the  number  of  men  which  the  enemy  had  in* 
this  engagement,  nor  the  lofs  which  they  fuftained,* 
could  be  fo  much- as  guefled  at :  but  the  French  af-' 
terwards  gave  out,  that  their  number  did  not,  in  the 
whole,  exceed  four  hundred  ,men,  moftly  Indians ;' 
and  that  their  lofs  was  quite  inconsiderable,  as  it  pro* 
bably  was,  becaufe  they  lay  concealed  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  the  Englifh  knew  riot  whither  to  point  tlteir 
mufkets.     The  paijick  of  thefe  laft  continued   fo 
long,  that  they  neve/  flopped  till  they  met  the  rear 
divifion ;  and  even  then  they  infe&ed  thofe  troops 
with  their  terrors ;  fo  that  the  army  retreated  with- 
out  flopping,    till  they  reached  Fort-Cumberland,  > 
though  the  enemy  did  not  fo  much  as  attempt  to*- 
purfue,  nor  ever  appeared  in  fight,  either  in  the- 
battle*  or  after  the  defeat.     On  the  whole,  *hi*  was- 
perhaps  the  moft  extraordinary  vi&ory  that  ever  waa- 
obtained,    and  the  fartheft    flight'  that <  ever  *wa&* 
made,  j  '  \% 

$  X.    Had. the  Shattered  remains  of  .this  army- 
continued  at  Fort-Cumberland,  and  fortified ,  thetn-  * 
felves  there,  as  they  might  eafily.hive  done>  during 
the  reft  of  the  fummer,  they  would  have,  begn  f$ch* 
a  check  upon  the  French  and  their  fcalping  Indian^ 
as  would  nave  prevented  many  of  thofe  ravages  that, 
were  committed  in   the  enfuing  winter  T^pon  th* 
weftern  borders  of  .Virginia  and  Pe«nfylvama$  but* 
ipftead  of  taking  that  prudent  ftep,  their  Commander  ■ 
left  only  the  fick  and  wounded  at  that  fopf,.  under  - 
the  protedlipn  of  two  companies  of  rhs  provincial 
militia,  polled  there  by  way  ofgariifon,  andbe^n.    * 
his  march  on  the  fecond  of  Auguft,  with  aboptpR*; 
teen  hundred  men,  from  Philadelphia;,  whore  thofe 
troops  could  be.  of  no  immediate  feroce.    jprom 
thence  they  were  ordered  away  to  Albany,  in  New- 

vol.  zu.  Go  York,, 
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BOOK  York,  by  General  Shirley,  on  twbom  the  chief  com- 
lu-    mand  of  the  troops  in  America  had  devolved  by  the 

^^7^  death  of  Major-General  Braddock.  Virginia,  Mary- 
land, and  Pennfylvania,  were  by  thefe  means  left 
entirely  to  take  care  of  themfelves,  which- they  might 
have  done  effectually,  had  they  been  united  in  their 
councils :  but  the  uiual  difputes,  between  their  Go- 
vernors and  Afiemblies,  defeated  every  falutary  plan 
that  was  propofed.  Pennfylvania,  the  moft  powerful 
of  the  three,  was  rendered  quite  impotent,  either  for 
.  its  own  defence,  or  that  of  its  neighbours,  by  thefe 
<  unhappy  contefts  ;  though,  at  laft,  the  AiTembly  of 
th*t  province,  fenfible  of  the  danger  to  which  they 
were  expofed,  and  feeing  the  .abfolute  neceffity  of 
providing  a  Handing  military  force,  and  of  ercding 
fome  forts  to  defend  their  weftern  frontier,  palled  a 
bill  for  railing  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  But  even  this 
fum,  fmall  as  it  was,  even  to  a  degree  of  ridicule, 
considering  the  richnefs  of  the  province,  and  the 
extent  of  its  frontier,  could  not  be  obtained ;  the 
Governor  pofitively  refilling  to  give  his  aflent  to  the 
a$  of  the  Afiembly,  becaufe  they  had  taxed  the  pro- 
prietaries' eftates  equally  with  thofe  of  the  inhabitants, 
which,  he  faid,  he  was  ordered  by  his  inftrudions, 
not  to  confent  to,  nor  indeed  any  new  tax  upon  the 
proprietories;  and  the  Aflcmbly,  confifting  chiefly  of 
numbers  whofe  eftates  lay  in  the  eaftern  or  interior 
parts  of  the  province,  as  pofitively  refuting  to  alter 
their  bill.  One  would  be  apt  to  think,  that,  in  a 
cafe  of  fuch  urgent  neceffity,  the  Governor  might 
have  ventured  to  give  his  aflent  to  the  bill  under  a 
protcft,  that  it  fhould  not  prejudice  the  rights  of  the 
proprietaries  upon  any  future  occafion:  but  as  he 
did  not,  the  bill  was  dropped,  and  the  province 
7  left  defepcelefs :  by  which  means  it  afterwards  fuf- 
fered;  feverely,  to  the  definition  of  many  of  the 
poor  inhabitants  upon  the  weftern  frontier,  and  to 
the  impreffing  the  Indians  with  a  contemptible  opi- 
nion 
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n  ion  of  the  Englilh,  and  the  higheft  efteem  of  the  c  A  A  P. 
French.  ^    re. 

§  XI.  Our  colonies  to  the  north  of  Pennfylvania* 
were  more  adtive,  and  more  faccefsful  in  their  pre- 
parations for  war.     New-York,  following  the  exam- 
ple of  New-England,  pafled  an  a6l  to  prohibit  the? 
lending  of  provifions  to  any  French  port  or  fettle- 
ment  on  the  continent  of  North- America,  or  any  of  the* 
adjacent  iflands;  and  alfo  for  railing  forty-five  thou- 
sand  pounds,  on  eftates  real  and  perfonal,  for  the 
better  defence  of  their  colony,  which  lay  more  ex  • 
pofed  than  any  other  to  a   French    invafion  from 
Crown-Point.     However,  this  fum,  great  as  it  might? 
feem  to  them,  was  far  from  being  fufficient ;  nor, 
indeed,  could  they  have  provided  properly  for  their 
fecurity,  without  the  affiftance  of  our  other  colonies 
to  the  eaft  of  them;  but  with  their  help,  and  the 
additional    fuccour  of  the  fmall  body  of  regular 
troops  expefted  under  Colonel  Dunbar,  they  boldly 
refolved  upon  offenfive  meafures,  which,  when  prac- 
ticable, are  always  the  fafeft;  and  two  expeditions, 
one  againft  the  French  fort  at  Crown- Point,  and  the 
other  againft  their  fort  at  Niagara,  between  the  lakes 
Ontario  and  Erie,  were  fet  on  foot  at  the  fame  time. 
The  former  of  thefe  expeditions  was  appointed  to  be 
executed  under  the  command  of  General  Johnfon,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who  had  long  refided  upon  the 
Mohock  river,  in  the  weftern  parts  of  New- York, 
where  he  had  acquired  a  confiderable  eftate,  and  was 
univerfally  beloved,  not  only  by  the  inhabitants  but 
alfo  by  the  neighbouring  Indians  whofe  language  he 
had  learnt,  and  whofe  affedlions  he  had  gained  by  his 
humanity  towards  them.      The  expedition  againft 
Niagara  was  commanded  by  General  Shirley  himfelf. 
^  XII.  The  rendezvous  of  the  troops  for  both 
thefe  expeditions  was  appointed  to  be  at  Albany, 
where  mod  of  them  arrived  before  the  end  of  June: 
but  the  artillery,   batteaux,   provisions,    and  other 
n^eflaries  for  the  attempt  upon*  Crown-Point,  could* 
q  q  2  not 
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Boo  Knot  be  prepared  till  the  eighth  of  Auguft,.  when  Ge- 
^J"*     neral  Johnfon  fet  out  with  them  from  Albany  for  the 
1755.     Carrying-Place    from     Hudfon's    river   to     Lake- 
George.     There  the  troops  had  already  arrived,  un- 
der the  command  of  Major-General   Lyman,    and 
confifted  -of  between  five  and  fix     thoufand  men, 
befides  Indians,  raifed  by  the  governments  of  Bollon, 
.  Connecticut,    New-Hampfhire,    Rhode-Ifland,    and 
New- York.     Every  thing  was   then  prepared  as  fall 
as  poffible  for  a  march ;    and  towards  the  end  of  the 
month,   General  Johnfon  advanced  aboijt  fourteen 
miles  forward  with  his  troops,  and  encamped  in   a 
very  ftrong  (ituation,  covered  on  each  fide  by  a  thick 
wooded  fwamp,  by  Lake-George  in  his  rear,  and  by 
a  breaft-work  of  trees,  cut  down  for  that   purpofe, 
in  his   front.     Here  he*  refolved  to  wait  the  arrival 
of  his  batteaux,  and  afterwards  to  proceed  to  Ticon- 
deroga,  at  the  other  end  of  the  lake,  from  whence 
it  was  but  about  fifteen  miles' to  the  fort  at  the  louth 
end   of  Lake-Corlaer,    or  Champlain,    called  Fort- 
Frederick  by  the  French,  and,  by  us  Crown-Point. 
,    Whilft  he  was  thus  encamped,  fome  of  his   Indian 
fcouts,  of  .which  he  took  care  to  fend  out  numbers  - 
along  both  fides,  and  to  .  the  farther  end  of  Lake- 
George,  brought  him  intelligence  that  a  condfierable 
number  of  the  enemy  were  then  on  their  march 
from   Ticonderoga,  by  the  way  of  the  fouth   bay, 
towards  the  fortified  encampment,  iince  called  Fort- 
.  Edward,,  which  General  Lyman  had   built  at  the 
Carrying-place  ;  and   in  which  four  or  five  hundred 
of  the   New-Hampfhire   and   New- York    men    had 
been  left  as  a  garrifon.     Upon  this  information  Ge- 
neral Johnfon  lent  two  exprefles,  one  after  the  other, 
-to  Colonel  Blanchard,  their  Commander,  with  orders 
to  call  in  all  his  out-parties,  and  to    keep  his  whole 
force    within     the   entrenchments.      About    twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  thole  who  had  been  fent  upon  the 
fecond  exprefs  returned  with   an  account  of  their 
having  feen  the  enemy  within  four  miles  of  the  camp 

ar 
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at  the  Carrying-place,  which  they  fcarcefy  doubted  C  H  A  P. 
their  having  by  that  time  attacked.  Important  ^lJTl,^ 
the  defence  of  this  place  was  for  the  fafety  of  the  I755. 
whole  army,  and  imminent  as  the  danger  feemed  to 
be,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  General  then  called 
any  council  of  war,  or  refolved  upon  any  thing  for 
its  relief :  but  early  the  next  morning  he  called  a 
council,  wherein  it  was  unadvifedly  refolved  to  de- 
tach a  thoufand  men,  with  a  number  of  Indians,  to 
intercept,  or,  as  the  General's  expreflion  was  in  his 
letter,  to  catch  the  enemy  in  their  retreat,  either  as 
vigors,  or  as  defeated '  in  their  defign.  This  expe- 
dient was  refolved  on,  though  no  one  knew  the 
number  of  the  enemy,  nor  cduld  obtain  any  infor- 
mation in  that  refpeft  from  the  Indian  fcouts,  be- 
caufe  the  Indians  have  no  words  or  figns  for  ex- 
preffing  any  large  number,  which,  whenitjexceeds 
their  reckoning,  they  fignify  by  pointing  to  the  ftars 
in  the  firmament,  or  to  the  hair  of  their  head  ;  and 
this  they  often  do  to  denote  a  number  left  than  a 
thoufand,  as  well  as  to  fignify  len  thoiifend,  or  any 
greater  number. 

§  XIII:  Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning  a  thoufand  men,  with  two  hundred  Indians, 
were  detached  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liams :  but  they  had  not  been  gone  two  hours,  when 
thofe  in  the  camp  began  to  hear  a  clofe  firing,  at 
about  three  or  four  miles  diftance,  as  they  judged : 
as  it  approached  nearer  and  nearer,  they  rightly  fup- 
pofed  that  the  detachment  was  overpowered,  and 
retreating  towards  the  camp  ;  which  was  foon  con- 
firmed by  fome  fugitives,  and  prefendy  after  by  whole 
companies,  who  fled  back  in  great  confufion.  In  a 
very  (hort  time  after,  the  enemy  appeared  mafching 
in  regular  order  up  to  the  centre  ot  the  camp,  ^here 
the  confirmation  was  fo  great,  that,  if  they  had  at- 
tacked the  bread- work  dire&ly,  they  might  probably 
have  thrown  all  into  confufion,  and  obtained  an  eafy 
victory  ;  but,  fortunately  for  the  Englifti,  they  halted 

for 
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poo  &for  fome  time  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  yards    <3if- 
}fi-     tance,    and  from  thence    began  their  attack   with 

^^^7^  platoon  firing,  too  far  off  to  do   much  hurt,  efpe- 
cially  againft  troops  who  were  defended  by  a  flrong 
fcreaft-work.     On  the  contrary,  this  ineffectual    fire 
ferved  only  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  thefe  laft,  who, 
Jiaying   prepared  their  artillery  during  the  time   that 
the  French  halted,  began  to  play  it  fo  brifkly  upon 
the  enemy,  that  the  Canadians  and  Indians  in  their 
fervice  fled  immediately  into  the  woods  on  each  fide 
of  the  camp,  and  there  fquatted  under  bufhes,   or 
fkulked  benind  trees,  from  whence  they  continued 
firing  with  very  little  execution,  moll  of  their  fhot 
being  intercepted  by  the  brakes  and  thickets  ;   for 
they  never  had  the  courage  to  advance  to  the  verge 
of  the  wood.     Baron  Diefkau,  who  commanded  the 
French,  being  thus  left  alone,  with  his  regular  troops, 
at'  the  front  of  the  camp,  finding  he  could  not  make 
a  clofe  attack  upon  the  centre  with  his  fmall  number 
of  men,    moved  firft  to  the  left,  and  then  to    the 
right,  at  both  which  places  he  endeavoured  to  force 
a  pafiage,  but  was  repulfed,  being  unfupported  by 
the  irregulars.     Inftead  of  retreating,  as  he  ought  in 
prudence  to  have  done,  he  flill  continued  his  pla- 
toon and  bufh-firing  till  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, during  which  time  his  regular  troops  fuffered 
.  greatly  by  the  fire  frfcm  the  camp,  and  were^at  laft 
thrown  into  confufion ;    which  was  no  fooner  per- 
ceived by  General  Johnfon's  men,  than  they,  without 
waiting  for  orders,    leaped  over  their  breaft-work, 
attacked  the  enemy  on  all  fides,  and,  after  killing 
and  taking  a  confiderable  number  of  them,  entirely 
.difperfed  the  reft*     The  French,  whofe  numbers,  at 
the  beginning    of  this   engagement,    amounted  to 
«bout  two  thoufand  men,  including  two  hundred 
grenadiers,  eight    hundred  Canadians   and  the  reft 
Jndians  of  different  nations,  had  between  feven  and 
eight  hundred  men   killed,    and  thirty  -taken  pri- 
fowrs ;  among  the  latter  was  Baron  Dielkau  himfelf, 
1  whom 
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whom  they  found  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  field  of c  hap. 
battle,  dangeroufly  wounded,  and  leaning  on  the     lv* 
flump  of  a  tree  fop  his  fupport.     The  Englifh  loft S^7£s*J 
about  two  hundred  men,  and  thofe  chiefly  of  the 
detachment  under  Colonel  Williams;  for  they  had 
very  few  cither  killed  or  wounded  in  the  attack  upon 
their  camp,  and  not  any  of  diftin<ftion,  except  Colonel    , 
Titcomb  killed,  and  trie  General  himfelf  and  Major 
Nichols  wounded.     Among  the  flain  of  the  detach- 
ment, which  would  probably  have  been  entirely  cut 
off  had  not  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cole  been  fent  out 
from  the  camp  with  three  hundred  men,  with  which 
he  flopped  the  enemy's  purfuit,  and  covered  the  re- 
treat of  his  friends,  were  Colonel  Williams,  Major 
Afhley,  fix  Captains,  and  feveral  Tubalterns,  befides 

{>rivate  men  ;  and  the  Indians  reckoned  that  they  had 
oft  forty  men,  befides  the  brave  old  Hendrick,  the 
Mohock  Sachem,  or  chief  Captain.  v 

§  XIV.  When  Baron  Diefkau  fet  out  from  Ticon- 
deroga,  his  defign  was  only  to  furprize  and  cut  oft 
the  entrenched  camp,  now  called  fort  Edward,  at 
the    Carrying-place,   where  there  were  but  four  or 
five  hundred  men.     If  he  had  executed  this  fcheme, 
our  army  would  have  been  thrown  into  great  diffi«r 
culties  ;  for  it  could  neither  have. proceeded  farther, 
nor  have  fubfifted  where  it  was,  and  he  might  have 
found  an  opportunity  to  attack  it  with  great  advan- 
tage in  its  retreat.     But  when  he  was  within  four  ot 
five  miles  of  that  fort,  his   people  were  informed 
that  there  were  feveral  cannon  there,  and  none  at  thp 
camp ;  upon  which  they  all  defired  to  be  led  on  to 
this  lail,  which  he  the  more  readily  confented  to,  as " 
he  himfelf  had  been  told  by  an  Englifh  prifoner* 
who  had  left  this  camp  but  a  few  days  before,  that 
it  was  quite  defencelefs,  being  without  any  lines,  and 
deftitute  of  cannon;  which,  in  eftedl,  was  true  at 
that  time ;  for  the  cannon  did  not  arrive,  nor  was 
the  breaft-work  ere&ed,  till  about  two  days  before 
the  engagement.     To  this  mifinformation,    there- 
fore, 
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Bob  Kforc,  muft  be  imputed  this*ftep,  which  would  others 
HI-      wife  be   inconfiftent  with  the  general  character  and 
^^T^^2^^63  °^  Baron   Diefleau.     A  \tk  justifiable  error 
feems  to  have  been  committed  by  .General  Johnfon, 
in  not  detaching  a  party  to  purfue  the   enemy-tthen 
they  were  defeated  and  fled.     Perhaps  he  was  pre- 
vented from  fo  doing  by  the  ill  fate  of  the  detach- 
ment h$  had  fent  out  in  the  morning  under  Colonel 
Williams.  However  that  may  be,  his  negleft,  in  this 
refpect,  had  like  to  have  been  fotal  the  next  day  to 
a  detachment  fent  from  fort  Edward,  confifting  of 
an  hundred  and  twenty  men  of  the  New-Hamplhire 
regiment,  under  Captain   McGinnes,  as  a  reinforce- 
ment to  the  army  of  the  camp.     This  party  fell  in 
with  between  three  and  four  hundred  men  of  Dief- 
kau's  troops,  near  the  fpot  where  Colonel  Williams 
had  been  defeated  the  day  before ;  but  M'Ginn^s 
having  timely  notice  by  his  fcouts  of  the  approach 
of  ah  enemy,  made  fuch  a  difpofition,  that  he  not 
only  repulfed  the  aflailants,  but  defeated  and  entirely 
difperfed  them,  with  the  lofs  only  of  two  men  killed, 
eleven  wounded,  and  five,  milling.     He  himfelf  un- 
fortunately died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  this 
engagement,  a  few  days  after  he  arrived  at  the  camp 
with  his  party. 

§  XV.  It  was  now  judged  too  late  in  the  year  to 
proceed  to  the  attack  of  Crown-Point,  as  it  would 
nave  been  neceflary,  in  that  cafe,  to  build  a  ftrong 
fort  in  the  place  where  the  camp  then  was,  in  order 
to  fecure  a  communication  with  Albany,  from  whence 
only  the  troops  could  expe£  to  be  reinforced,  or 
fupplied  with  frefh  (lores  of  ammunition  or  pro- 
visions. They,  therefore,  fet  out  upon  their  return 
foon  after  this  engagement,  having  firft  ere&ed  a 
little  ftockaded  fort,  at,  the  hither  end  of  Lake 
George,  in  which  they  left  a  fmall  garrifon,  as  a 
future  prey  for  the  enemy :  a  misfortune  which  might 
€afily  have  been  forefeen,  becaufe  the  whole  army, 
fceing   country  militia,  was  to  be  diibanded,    and 
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return  to  their  refpedHve  homes,  as  they  actually  did  chap. 
foon   after  their  retreat  to  Albany.     This  was  all       IV- 
the  glory,   this  all  the  advantage,  that  the  Englifh  ^^^ 
nation  acquired  by    fuch  an  expeniive  expedition. 
But  fo  little  had  the  Englifh  been  accuftomed  of  late 
to  hear  of  vi&ory,  that  they  rejoiced  at  this  advan- 
tage, as  if  it  had  been  an  a<ition  of  the  greateft  con- 
fcquence.     The  General  was  highly  applauded  for 
his   conduct,  and   liberally   rewarded ;    for  he  was 
created  a  baronet  by  his  Majefty,  and  prefented  with 
five  thoufand  pounds  by  the  Parliament. 

$  XVI.  The  preparations  for  General  Shirley's 
expedition  againft  Niagara,  were  not  only  deficient, 
but  fhamefully  flow  ;  though  it  was  well  known  that 
even  the  poffibility  of  his  fuccefs  mull,  in  a  great 
meafure,  depend  upon  its  fetting  out  early  in  the 
year,  as  will  appear  to  any  perfon  who  confiders  the 
Situation  of  our  fort  at  Ofwego,  this  being  the  only 
way  by  which  he  could  proceed  to  Niagara.  Of- 
wego lies  on  the  foiith-eaft  fide  of  the  lake  Ontario, 
near  three  hundred  miles  almoft  due  weft  froih 
Albany  in  New- York.  The  way  to  it  from  thence, 
though  long  and  tedious,  is  the  more  convenient, 
as  the  far  greateft  part  of  it  admits  of  water-carriage, 
by  what  the  inhabitants  called  batteaux,  which  are*a 
kind  of  light  flat-bottomed  boats,  wideft  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  pointed  at  each  end,  of  about  fifteen  huu  • 
dreid  weight  burden,  and  managed  by  two  men, 
called  batteau  men,  with  paddles  and  fetting  pole's, 
the  rivers  being  in  many  places  too  narrow  to  ad- 
mit of  oars.  From  Albany  to  the  village  of  Shenac-" 
tady,  about  fixteen  miles,  is  a  good  waggon-road. 
From  thence  to  the  little  Falls  in  the  Mohock-river, 
being  fixty-five  miles,  the  paflage  is  by  water-car- 
riage up  that  river,  and  confequently  againft  the 
ftream,  which  in  many  places  is  fomewhat  rapid, 
and  in  others  fo  fhallow,  that,  when  the  river  is 
low  the  watermen  are  obliged  to  get  out,  and 
draw  their  batteaux  over  the  rifts.     At   the  little 

Falls 
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K  Falls  is  a  pottage,  or  land  carriage,    for  about  a 
^mile,  over  a  ground  fo  marfhy,  that  it  will  not    bear 
»75S-    any  wheel  carriage  :  but  a  colony  of  Germans  fettled 
there,  attend  with  fledges,  on  which  they  draw  the 
loaded  battcaux  to  the  next  place  of  embarkation 
upon  the  fame  river.     From  thence  they  proceed  by 
water  up  that  river,  for  fifty  miles,  to  the  Carrying- 
place,  near  the  head  of  it,  where  there  is  another 
pottage,  the  length  of  which  depends  upon  the  dry- 
nefs'or  wetnefs  of  the  feafon,  but  is  generally  above 
fix  or  eight  miles    over  in    the    fummer   months. 
Here  the  batteaux  are  again  carried  upon  fledges, 
till  they  come  to   a   narrow    river  called    Wood's 
Creek,    down  which  they  are    wafted  on  a  gentle 
ftream,  for  about  forty  miles,  into  the  lake  Oneyada, 
which  ftretches  from  eaft  to  weft  about  thirty  miles, 
and  is  palled  with  great  eafe  and  fafety  in  calm  wea- 
ther. At  the  weftern  end  of  the  lake  is  the  river  Onon- 
daga, which,  after  a  courfe  of  between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles,  unites  with  the  river  Cayuga,  or  Seneca, 
and  their  united  ftreams  run  into  the  lake  Ontario,  at 
the  place  where  Ofwego  fort  is  fituated.    But  this 
river  is  fo  rapid  as  to  be  fometimes  dangerous,  be- 
fides  its  being  full  of  rifts  and  rocks  :  and  about 
twelve  miles  on  this  fide  of  Ofwego  there  is  a  fall 
of  eleven  feet  perpendicular,  where  there  is  confe- 
quently  a  pottage,  which,  however,  does  not  exceed 
forty  yards.     From  thence  the  paflage  is  eafy,  quite 
to  Ofwego.    The  lake  Ontario,  on  which  this  fort 
ttands,  is  near  two  hundred  and  eighty  leagues  in 
circumference  :     its  figure  is  oval,  and  its  depth  runs 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  fathoms.     On  the  north 
fide  of  it  are  feveral  little  gulfs.     There  is  a  commu- 
nication between  this  lake  and  that  of  the  Hurons 
by  the  river  Tanafuate,  from  whence  it  is  a  land 
carriage  of  fix  or  eight  leagues  to  the  river  Toronto, 
which  falls  into  it.     The  French  have  two  forts  of 
confequence  on  this  lake ;  Frontenac,  which  com- 
mands, the  river  St.  Lawrence-,  where  the  lake  com- 
municates 
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municates  with  it ;  and  Niagara,    which  commands c hap. 
the  communication  between  the  lake  Ontario  and     V** 
the  lake  Erie.     But  of  thefe  forts,  and  this  laft  lake,v-^71*' 
which  is  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  world,  we  (hall  have 
occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 

§  XVII.  Though  we  had  long  been  in  poflefiion 
of  fort  Ofwego,  and  though  it  lav  greatly  expofed  to 
the  French,  particularly  to  thote  of  Canada,  upon 
any  rupture  between  the  two  nations,  we  had  never 
taken  care  to  render  it  tolerably  defenfible,  or  even 
to  build  a  fingle  veflel  fit  for  navigating  the  lake : 
nor  was  this  ftrange  negleft  ever  taken  effe&ual  no- 
tice of,  till  the  beginning  of  this  year,  when,  at  a 
meeting  which  General  Braddock  had  in  April  with 
the  Governors  and  chief  gentlemen  of  feveral  of  our 
colonies  at  Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  it  was  refolved 
to  ftrengthen  both  the  fort  and  garrifon  at  Ofwego, 
and  to.  build  fome  large  veflels  at  that  place.     Ac- 
cordingly a  number  of  fhipwrights  and  workmen 
were  fent  thither  in  May  and  June.     At  the  fame 
time  Captain  Bradftreet  marched  thither  with  two 
companies'  of  an  hundred  men  each,   to  reinforce 
the  hundred  that  were  there  before  under  Captain 
King,  to  which  number  the  garrifon  had  been  in- 
creafed  fince  our  contefts  with  France  began  to  grow 
ferious.     For  a  long  time  before,  not  above  twenty- 
five  men  were  left  to  defend  this  port,  which  from 
its  great  importance,  and  the  fituation  of  affairs  at 
this   jun&ure,     mod   certainly    required    a    much 
ftronger  garrifon  than  was  put  into  it  even  at  this ' 
jun&ure:  but  oeconomy  was  the  chief  thing  con- 
fulted  in  the  beginning  of  this  war,  and  to  that  in  a 
great  meafure  was  owing  its  long  duration. 

$  XVIII.  From"  the  above  defcription  of  the 
paflage  from  Albany  to  Ofwego,  it  is  plain  how  ne- 
ceflary  it  was  that  the  troops  intended  for  this  expe- 
dition fhould  have  fet  out  early  in  the  fpring.  But 
inftead  of  that,  the  very  firft  of'  them,  Colonel 
Schuyler's  New-Jerfey  regiment,  did  not  begin  their 
march  till  after  the  beginning  of  July,  and  juft  as 
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BQOK  Shirley's  and  PepperelVs  regiments  were  preparing  to 
"*•     follow,  the  melancholy  account  of  Braddock's  dif- 

^^7*^  after  arrived  at  Albany,  where  it  fo  damped  the 
fpirits  of  the  people,  and  fpread  fuch  a  terror,  that 
many  of  the  troops  defertcd,  and  moft.ofthebatteau 
men  difperfed,  and  ran  home,  by  which  means 
even  all  the  necefiary  (lores  could  not  be  carried 
along  with  the  troops.  Notwithftanding  this  dis- 
appointment, General  Shirley  fet  out  from  Albany 
before  the  end  of  July,  with  as  many  of  the  troops 
and  ftores  as  he  could  procure  a  conveyance  for, 
hoping  to  be  joined  in  his  route  by  great  ,numbers 
of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  whom  he  fent 
invitations  to  that  effect  as  he  palled  by  their  fettle- 
ment£  :  but  they,  inftead  of  complying  with  his  de- 
fire,  abfolutely  declared  againit  all  hoftilities  on  that 
fide  of  the  country  ;  and  infifted  that  Ofwego,  being 
t  a  place  of  traffick  and  peace,  ought  not  to  be  dis- 

turbed either  by  the  Englifh  or  the  French,  as  if 
they  could  have  perfuaded  both  parties  to  agree  to 
fuch  a  local  truce.  Upon  this  refufal  Mr.  Shirley 
proceeded4  forward,  being  joined  by  very-  few  In- 
dians, and  arrived  at  Oiwego  on  the  feventeenth  or 
eighteenth  of  Auguft ;  but  the  reft  of  the  troops 
and  artillery  did  not  arrive  till  the  laft  day  of  that 
month;  and  even  then,  their  (lore  of  provifions 
was  not  fufficient  to  enable  them  to  proceed  againft 
Niagara,  though  fome  tolerable  good  veflels  had 
by  this  time  been  fc  built  and  got  ready  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  General  now  relblved  to  take  but  fix 
hundred  men  with  him  for  the  attack  of  Niagara, 
and  to  leave  the  reft  of  hrs  army,  confiding  of  about 
fourteen  hundred  more,  at  Ofwego,  to  defend  that 
place,  in  cafe  the  French  fhould  attack  it  in  his 
abfence,  which  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  they 
might,  as  they  then  had  a  coniiderable  force  at  Fort 
Frontenac,  from  whence  they  could  eafily  crofs  over 
the  lake  Ontario  to  Ofwego.  However,  he  was 
ftill  obliged  to  wak  at  Oiwego  for  provifions,  of 
which  at  length  a  fmall  iupply  arrived  on  the  twenty- 

fixth 
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flxt-h  of  September,  barely  fufficient  to  fupport  hisc  h  a  p* 
rrren  during  their  intended  expedition,  and  to  allow     Iv* 
twelve  days  fhort  fubfiftence  for  thofe  he  left  behind*^^^^' 
But  by  this  time  the  rainy  boifterous  feafon  had 
began,  on  which  account  moft  of  his  Indians  had 
already  left  him,  and  were  returned  home ;  and  the 
few  that  remained  with  him  declared  that  there  was 
no  crofling  the  lake  Ontario  in  batteaipc  at  that  fea- 
fon, or  any  time  before  the  next  fummer.     In  this 
perplexity  he  called  a  council  of  war,  which,  after 
weighing  all  circumftances,  unanimoufly  refolved  to 
defer  the  attempt  upon  Niagara  till  the  next  year, 
and  to  employ  the  troops,  whilft  they  remained  at 
Ofwego,  in  building  barracks,  and  ereding,   or  at 
lead  beginning  to  ere&,  two  new  forts,  one  on  the 
call ,  fide  of  the  river  Onandaga,  four  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  diftant  from  the  old  fort,  which  it  was  to 
command,  as  well  as  the .  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
and  to  be  called  Ontario-fort ;  and  the  other  four 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  weft  of  the  old  fort,  to  be 
called  Ofwego  new  fort. 

§  XIX.  Thefe  things  being  agreed  on,  General 
Shirley,  with  the  greatefi  part  of  the  troops  under 
his  command,  let  out  on  bis  return  to  Albany  on. 
the  .  twenty-rfourtH  of  October,  leaving  Colonel 
Mercer,  with  a  garrijfon  of  about  feven  hundred 
men,  at  Ofwego;  though  repeated  advice  had  been 
received,  that  the  French  hid  then  at  lead  a  thou- 
fa'nd  men  at  their  fort  of  Frontenac,  upon  the  fame 
lake :  and;  what  was  {till  wprfe,  the  new  forts  were 
not  yet  near  completed;  but; left  to  be  finifhed  by 
the  hard  labour  of  Colonel  Mercer  and  his  littl« 
garrifon,  with  the  addition  of  this  melancholy  cir- 
cumftance,  that,  if  befieged  by  the  enemy  in  the 
winter,  it  vfoxfid  not  be  poflible  for  his  friends  to 
come  to  his  afliftance.  Thus  ended  this  year's  un- 
fortunate campaign,  during  which  the  French,  with 
the  afliftance  of  .their  Indian  ;a}lies,  continued  thsir; 
murders,    fcalping,    captivating,    and  laying  wafte. 

*  the 
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Boo  kthe  weftern  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania, 
nr*     during  the  whole  winter. 

^^^  §  XX.  The  minifters  of  the  two  jarring  powers 
were  very  bufily  employed  this  year  at  molt  of  the 
Courts  of  Europe ;  but  their  tranfa<ftions  were  kept 
exceedingly  fecret.  The  French  endeavoured  to  in- 
fpire  the  Spaniards  with  a  jealoufy  of  the  ftrength  of 
the  Englifn  by  fea,  efpecially  in  America;  and  tlie 
Spanifh  Court  feemed  inclined  to  accept  of  the  office 
ot  mediator:  but  Mr.  Wall,  who  was  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  affairs  between  England 
and  France,  feconded  the  reptefentations  of  the 
Britifli  miniftry,  which  demonstrated,  that,  how- 
ever willing  Great-Britain  might  bef  to' accept  of  the 
mediation  of  Spain,  fhe  could  not  agree  to  any 
fiifpenfion  of  Arms  in  America,  which  France  infifted 
on  as  a  preliminary  condition,  without  hazarding 
the  whole  of  her  intcreft  there;  and  that  the  cap-* 
tures  which  had  been  made  by  the  Englifh  were  the 
neceflary  confequences  of  the  encroachments  and 
injuflice  of  the  French,  particularly  in  that  country, 
tlpon  this  remonftrance,  aH  further  talk  of  the  me- 
diation of  Spain  was  dropped,  and  the  miniftry;  of 
Verfailles  had  recourfe  to  the  Princes  of  Germaiiy; 
amongft  whom,  the  Ele&6r  of  Cologn  was  toon ; 
brought  over  to  their  party,  fo  as  to  confent  to  their 
forming  magazines  in  his  territories  in  Weftphalia. 
This  was  a  plain  indication  of  their  defign  agairift 
Hanover,  which  they*  foon  after  made  his  Britan- 
nick  Majefty,  who  was  then  at  Hanover,  an  6ffer 
of  fparing,  if  he*  would  agree  to  certain  cdndiriotfs . 
of  neutrality  for  that  ele&orate,  .Which'he  rtfedtoed 
:  with  difdain.  Then  the  Count  D'Aubeterre,  Envoy 
Extraordinary  from  France  at  the  Court  of  Vienna, 
propofeda  fecret  negotiation  with  the  minifreVs  6f 
the  Empreft-Queen.  The  fecret  articles  of  fhe' 
.  treaty  of  Peterlburgh,  between  the  two  EmjJrefles, 
had  ftipulated  a  kind  of  partition  of  the  Pfuffian 
territories,  in  cafe  that  Prince*  fhould  infringe  the 

treaty 
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treaty  of   Drefden;    but  his  Britan&ick    Majefty,CHAP* 
though  often  invited,  had  always  rrfufed  to  agree  to     w- 
any  fuch  ftipulation;  and  the  King  of  Poland,  how-v"*r£° 
foever  he  might  be  intlined  to  favour  the  fcheme,r 
did  not  dare  to  avow  k  formally,  till  matters  fhould 
be  more  iipfc  for  carrying  it  into  execution.     The 
Court  of  Vienna,  whofe  favourite  meafure  this  was, 
began  to  Men  to  D'Aubeterre's  infinuations,  and 
by    degrees  entered  into   negociations  with    him, 
which,  in  the  end,  were  produ&ive  of  that  unnatural 
confederacy  between  the  Emprefs^Queen  and  the 
King  of  France,  of  which  further  notice  will  be  taken 
in  the  occurrences  of  the  next  year,  when  the  treaty 
between  them,  into  which  they  afterwards  found 
means  fecretly  to  bring  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,   was 
concluded  at  Verfailles. 

$  XXI.  The  King  of  England  taking  it  for 
granted  that  the  French  would  invade  Hanover,  in 
confequence  of  their  rupture  with  Great-Britain, 
which  feemed  to  be  near  at  hand,  began  to  take 
meafures  for  the  defence  of  that  electorate.  To  this 
eqd,  during  his  flay  at  Hanover,  he  concluded,  on 
the  eighteenth  «rf  June,  a  treaty  with  the  Landgrave 
of  Hefie-Cafiel,  by  which  his  Serene  Highncfs  en* 
gaged  to  hold  in  readinefs,  during  four  y&rs,  for 
his  Majefty's  fervice,  a  body  of  eight  thoufand 
men,  to  be  employed,  if  required,  upon  the  con- 
tinent, or  in  Britain  or  Ireland;  but  not  on  board 
the  fleet  or  beyond  the  feas:  and  alfo,  if  his  Bri- 
tannick  Majefty  fhould  judge  it  neceflary  or  advan- 
tageous for  his  fervice,  to  furaifli  and  join  to  this 
body  of  eight  thoufand  men,  within  fix  months 
after  they  fhould  be  demanded,  four  thoufand  more, 
of  frhich  feven  hundred  were  to  be  horfe  or  dragoons, 
and  each  regiment  of  infantry  to  have  two  field 
pieces  of  cannon.*    Another  treaty  was  begun  with 

Ruffi* 

*  The  King,  on  his  fide,  prom i fed  to  pay  to  the  Landgrave  for 
thefe  (uccourty  eighty  crowns  banco,  by  way  of  levy«moncj%  for 
cftry  trooper  or  dragoon  ducly  armed  and  mounted,   and  thirty 

crowns 
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Boo  KRtifiia  about  the  fame  time;  but  this  did  not  take 
Hi.  effed  during  his  Majeity's  refidence  at  Hanover: 
^TTT^'that  others  were  not  concluded  was  the  more  fur- 
prifing,  as  our  fublidy  treaty  with  Saxony  had  then 
expired,  and  that  with  Bavaria  was  near  expiring, 
and  as  the  fecuring  of  thefc  two  Princes  in  our  in- 
tereft  was  at  leaft  as  neceflary  towards  forming  a 
fufficient 'confederacy  upon  the  continent  for  the 
defence  of  Hanover,  as  it  was  to  fecure  the  Land- 
grave, of  HcfTe-Catiel.  If  the  reafon  of  their  not 
being  engaged,  and  no  other  feems  fo  probable, 
was,  that  they  refufed  to  renew  their  treaties  with 
England  upon  any  terms,  all  that  can  be  faid  is, 
.  that  they  were  guilty  of  flagrant  ingratitude,  as  they 
had  both  received  a  fublidy  from  this  kingdom  for 
many  years  in  time  of  peace,  when  they  neither  were 
nor  could  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  intcreft  of  Great- 
Britain. 

§  XXII.  On  the  fifteenth  of  July  an  exprefs  ar- 
rived from  Admiral  Bofcawen,  with  an  account  of  his 
having  taken  the  two  French  fhips  of  war  the  Alcidc 
and  the  Lys.  This  was  certainly  contrary  to  the 
expectation  of  the  Court  of  France;  for  had  they  ap- 
prehended any  fueh  attack,  they 'would  aot  have 
ordered  Mr.  M'Nariiara  to  return  to"  Bred*  with  the 
chief  part  of  their  fquodron;  nor  wras  it,  perhaps,. 

crown*  banco  for  every  foot  foldierj  the  crown  to  be  reckoned  at 
fifty-three  fols  of  Holland,  or  at  four  Shillings  and  nine  pence  three 
farthings  Bnglifh  money  j  and  alft>  to  pay  to  his  Serene  High  nek, 
for  tbe  eight  thoufand  men,  an  annual  iubfidy  of  an  huadied  and 
fifty  thoufand  crowns  banco,  during  the  four  years,  to  commence 
from  the  day  of  figning  rhe  treaty ;  which  fublidy  was  to  be  increased 
to  three  hundred  thoufand  crowns  yearly,  from  the  time  of  requiring 
the  troops,  to  the  time  of  their  entering  into  Britifh  psyj  and  10  cafe 
of  their  being  difmifled,  the  faid  Aibfidy  of  three  hundred  thonftnd 
crowns  was  then  to  revive  and  be  continued  during  the  retidae  of  the 
term)  but,  if  twelve  thoufand  men  were  demanded  and  furniflied,  the 
fubftdy  whs  then  to  be  increafcd  in  proportion  ;  and  in  cafe  the  King 
of  Great- Britain  (honld  ar  any  time  think  fit  to  fend  back  thefe  troops 
befoie  the  expiration  of'  the  treaty,  notice  thereof  was  to  be  given  to 
bis  Serene  Highnefs  three  months  beforehand;  one  month's  pay  was  to 
be  allowed  them  for  their  return,  and  they  were  to  be  furmlhcd  gratis 
with  tbe  neevflary  transport  vcfllis. 

left 
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lefe  contrary  to  the  expe&ation  of  fome  of  our  own  chap. 
miniftry:  but  as  matters  had  been  carried  fo  far,  iv. 
it  was  then  too  late  to  retreat;  and,  therefore,  orders v-"~v~^ 
were  foon  after  given  to  all  our  (hips  of  war  to  make 
reprifals  upon  the  French,  by  taking  their  (hips 
wherever  they  ihould  nieet  them.  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  failed  from  Portfmouth  on  the  twenty-firlt 
of  July,  with  eighteen  fhips  of  war,  to  watch  the 
return  of  the  French  fleet  from  America,  which 
however,  efeaped  him,  and  arrived  at  Breft  on  the 
third  day  of  September.  Commodore  Frankland 
failed  from  Spithead  for  the  Weft-Indies  on  the 
thirteenth  of  Auguft  with  four  ihips.  of  war,  fur- 
niihed  with  orders  to  commit  hoflilities,  as  well  as 
to  protect  our  trade  and  fugar-iflands  from  any 
infult  that  the  French  might  offer ;  and  the  Duke 
de  •  Mirepoix,  their  Ambaflador  at  the  Court  of 
Lrondon,  fet  out  for  Paris  on  the  twenty-fecond  of 
July,  without  taking  leave. 

§  XXIII.  A  war  being  thus  in  fome  meafure 
begun,  his  Majefty  thought  proper,  perhaps  for 
that  reafon,  to  return  to  his  Britiih  dominions  fooner 
than  ufual;  for  he  left  Hanover  on  the  eighth  ot 
September,  and  arrived  on  the  fifteenth  at  Kenfing- 
ton,  where  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  him  and 
tfcie  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  which  he  had  begun  during 
his  abfence,  was  concluded  on  the  thirtieth  of  the 
fame  month.  By  this  treaty  her  Ruffian  Majefty 
engaged  to  hold  in  readinefs  in  Livonia,  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Lithuania,  a  body  of  troops  confiding 
of  forty  thoufand  infantry,  with  the  neceftary  artil- 
lery, and  fifteen  thoufand  cavalry;  and  alfo  on  the 
coaft  of  the  fame  province,  forty  or  fifty  .gallies, 
with  theneccfiary  crews;  to  be  ready  to  a<ft,  upon 
the  firft  ordei,  in  his  Majefty 's  fervice,  in  cafe, 
faid  the  fifth  article,  which  was  the  moft  remarkable; 
that  the  dominions  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  in 
Germany  Ihould  be  invaded  on  account  of  the  tn- 
terefts  or  difputes  which  regard  his  kingdoms; .  her 

vol.  in.  H  h  Imperial 
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Boo  Klmperial  Majefty  declaring  that  fhe  would  look  upon 
*JL     fuch  an  invafion  as  a  cafe  of  the  alliance  of  the  year 
,75J.     one -thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty- two;    and 
that  the  faid  dominions  fhould  be  therein  comprifed 
in  this  refpeft;  but  neither  thefe  troops  nor  gallies 
were  to  be   put  in  motion,    unlefs  his  Britannick 
Majefty,  or  his  allies,  fhould  be  fomewhere  attacked; 
in  which  cafe  the  Ruffian  General  fhould  march,  as 
foon  as  poflible  after  requifition,  to  make  a  diver- 
fion  with  thirty  thoufand  infantry  and  fifteen  thou- 
fand   cavalry;    and  fhould  embark  on  board  the 
gallies  the  other  ten  thoufand  infantry  to  make  a 
defcent  according  to  the   exigency  of  the   affair. 
On  the  other  fide,  his  Britannick  Majefty  engaged 
to  pay  to  her  Ruffian  Majefty  an  annual  fubfidy  of 
an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  a-year,  each 
year  to  be  paid  in  advance, .  and  to  be  reckoned 
from  the  day  of  the  exchage  of  the  ratifications,  to 
the  day  that  thefe  troops  fhould  upon  requifition 
march  out  of  Rufiia;   from  which  day  the  annual 
fubfidy  to  her  Imperial  Majefty  was   to  be  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to  be  paid  al- 
ways   four  months  in  advance,    until    the   troops 
fhould  return  into  the  Ruffian  dominions,  and  for 
three,  months  after  their  return.     His    Britannick 
Majefty,    who  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  fend  once 
eveiy  year  into  the  faid  province  of  Livonia  a  com- 
mifiary,  to  fee  and  examine  the  number  and  condi- 
tion of  the  faid  troops,  further  engaged,   that,  in 
cafe  her  Ruffian  Majefty  fhould  be  difturbed  in  this 
diverlion,  or  attacked  herfelf,  he  would  furnifh  imT 
mediately  the  fuccour  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  of 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-two;  and  that 
in  cafe  a  war  fhould  break  out,  he  would  fend  into 
the  Baltick  a  fquadron  of  his  fhips,    of  a  force 
fuitable  to  the  circumftances.     This  was  the  chief 
fubftance  of  the  treaty  which,  by  agreement  of  both 
parties,  was  to  fubfift  for  four  years  from  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  i,  but  in  the  feventh  article 
1  theft 
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thefe  words  were  unluckily  inferted :  cc  ConfideringC  H  A  P. 
alfo  the  proximity  of  the  countries  wherein  the  diver-      IV' 
(ion  in  queftion  will  probably  be  made,    and  the    17Si 
facility  her  troops  will  probably  have  of  fubfifting 
immediately  in  an  enemy's  country,  fhe  takes  upon 
herfelf  alone,  during  fuch  a  diverfion,  the  fubfiftence 
and  treatment  of  the  faid  troops  by  fea  and  land/* 
And  in  the  eleventh  article  it  was  ftipulated,   that 
all  the  plunder  the  Ruffian  army  fhould  take  from 
the  enemy  fhou!4  belpng  to  them.     That  his  Bri- 
tannick  Majefty,    who  now  knew  enough  of  the 
Court  of  Vienna  to  be  fenfible  that  he  could  expedl 
no  afliftance  from  thence,  in  cafe  his  German  do- 
minions were  invaded,   fhould  enter  into  this  con- 
vention with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,    in  order  to 
ftrengthen  his  defence  upon  the  continent,  was  ex- 
tremely natural ;  efpecially  as  he  had  lately  lived  in 
great  friendfhip  with  her,  and  her  tranfa&ions  with 
the  Court  of  France  had  been  fo  fecret,  by  pafling 
through  only  that  of  Vienna,  that  he  had  not  yet 
been  informed  of  them;  neither  had  the  project  of 
the  treaty  of  Verfailles  then  come  to  his  know- 
ledge, or  to  that  of  the  King  of  Prufiia,  nor  had 
either  of  thefe  Princes  yet  made  any  formal  advances 
to  the  other. 

§  XXIV.  The  firft  intimation  that-appeared  pub- 
licity of  the  negociations  of  France  with  the  Em- 
prefs of  Germany,  was,  when  the  French  minifter, 
Count  d'Aubeterre,  declared  at  Vienna,  cc  That 
"  the  warlike  defigns  with  which  the  King  his  maf- 
"  ter  was  charged,  were  fufficiently  confuted  by  his 
"  great  moderation,  of  which  all  Europe  had  mani- 
"  fold  proofs:  that  his  Majefty  was  perfuaded  this 
"  groundlefs  charge  had  given  as  much  indignation 
"  to  their  Imperial  Majefties  as  to  himfelf :  that  he 
"  was  firmly  refolved  to>  preferve  to  Chriftendom 
"  that  tranquillity  which  it  enjoyed  through  his  good 
lc  faith,  in  religioufly  obferving  the  treaty  of  Aix- 
"  la-Chapelle:  but  that  if  his  Britannick  Mayfly's 
H  H  2  "  allies 
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BOOK"  allies  fliould  take  part  in  the  war  which  was  kind- 

^J^^s"  led  in  America,    by  furnifhing  fuccours  to  the 

,7SS.    "  Englifh,  his  Majefty  would  be  authorifed  to  con- 

"  fider  and  treat  them  as  principals  in  it.**     France 

likcwife  made  the  fame  declaration  to  other  Courts. 

§  XXV.  The  words  and  ftipulation  in  the  above 
recited  claufe,  in  the  feventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Great-firitain  with  Ruffia,  were  looked  on  as  a  me- 
nace levelled  at  the  King  of  Pruffia,  who,  having 
fome    time    found   means   to    procure   a    copy   of 
this  treaty,  and  feeing  it  in  that  light,  boldly  de- 
clared, by  his  minifters  at  all  the  Courts  of  Europe, 
that  he  would  oppofe,  with  his  utmoft  force,  the 
enterance  of  any  foreign  troops  into  the   empire, 
under  any    pretence   whatever.      This  declaration 
was  particularly  difpleafing  to  the  French,  who  had 
already  marched  large  bodies  of  troops  towards  the 
frontiers  of  the  empire,   and  eredted  feveral  great 
magazines  in  Weftphalia,  with  the  permiffion  of  the 
Ele6ior  of  Cologn,  for  which  the  Englifli  minifter 
at  his  Court  was,  m  Auguft,   ordered  to  withdraw 
from  thence  without  taking  leave.     However,   as 
foon  as  this  declaration  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  was 
notified  to  the  Court  of  Verfailles,  they  fent  an  Ain- 
baflador  Extraordinary,  the  Duke  de  Nivernois,  to 
Berlin,  to  try  to  perfuade  his  Majefty  to  retra6t  his 
declaration,  and  enter  into  a  new  alliance  with  them. 
His  Pruffian  Majefty  received  this  Ambafiador  in 
fiich  a  manner,  as  feemed  to  denote  a  difpofition  to 
agree  to  every  thing  he   had  to  propofe.     This 
^wakened  in  England  a  jealoufy  that  his  declaration 
alone  was  not  to  be  relied  on,  but  that  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  bring  him  under  fome  folemn  engagement; 
efpecially  as  the  French  had  by  this  time  a  numerous 
army  near  the  Lower  Rhine,   with  magazines  pro- 
vided for  their  march  all  the  way  to  Hanover;  and 
if  the  King  of  Pruffia  fuffered  them  to  pafs  through 
his  dominions,  that  electorate  riiuft  be  (wallowed  up 
bcforctheRuilianauxiliarics  could  poffiblybe  brought 

thither, 
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thither,  or  any  army  be  formed  for  protecting  it.*  chap 
For  this  reafon  a  negociation  was  fet  on  foot  by     3V- 
Great-Britain  at  Berlin ;  but  as  it  was  not  concluded  ^X^ 
before  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  we  (hall  defer 
entering  into  the  particulars  of  it,  till  we  come  to 
that  period. 

^  XXVL  Meanwhile  the  French  made  another 
attempt  upon  the  Court  of  Madrid,  loudly  complain- 
ing of  the  taking  of  their  two   men  of  war  by  Bof- 
cawen's  fquadron,  before  any  declaration  of  war  was 
made,    reprefenting  it  as  a  molt  unjuftifiable  pro- 
ceeding, which  threatened  a  diflblution   of  all  faith 
amongft  nations.     This  produced  a  ftrong  memorial 
from  Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  our  minifter  at  that  Court, 
importing,  "  That  it    was    well   known   that    the 
".  French   fleet    carried    troops,   ammunition,    and 
"  every  thing  neceflary  for  defending  the  countries 
"  which  the  French  had  unjuftly  ufurped  in  Ame- 
"  rica,  and  of  which  the  Engliflf  claimed  the  pro- 
"  perty:  that  the  rules   of    felf-defence    authorife 
"  every  nation  to  render  fruitlefs  any  attempt  that 
"  may  tend  to  its  prejudice:  that  this  right  had  been 
"  made  ufe  of  only  in  taking  the  two  French  (hips 
"  of  war;  and  that  the  diftindion  of  place   might 
"  be  interpreted  in   favour  of  the  Englifh,  feeing 
"  the  two  (hips  were  taken  on  the  coafts  of  the 
06  countries  where  the  conteft  arofe."     In  anfwer  to 
this  obfervation,  the  French  minifter  reprefented  the 
vaft  number  of  fhips  that  had  been   taken  in  the 
European  feas;    for  in  fa6t  the  Engliih  ports  foon 
began  to  be  filled  with  them  in  confequence  ot  the 
general  orders  for  making  reprifals.     But  the  .  Court 
of  Madrid  was  fo  far  from  being  perfuaded  by  any 
thing  he  could  fay,  that  it  gave  his  Britannick  Ma^ 
jefty  the  ftrongeft  affurances  of  its  friendfhip,  and  of 

9  Perhaps  the  Eteftor  of  Hanover  w.i«  more  afraid  of  the  Pruflfiait 
Monarch  than  of  the  Mod  Chiiftian  King,  knowing  with  what  c^ff 
end  rapidity  this  enterprising  neighbour  csuld,  in  a  lew  days,  fulnlue- 
rtc  whole  electorate, 

its 
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Kits  intention  to  take  no  part  in  the  differences  be* 
tween  him  and  France,  but  fuch  as  fhould  be  con- 
ciliatory, and  tending  to  reflore  the  publick  tran- 
quillity. 

§  XXVII.  On  the  other  hand,  his  Britannick 
Majefty,  required,  as  King  of  Great-Britain,  the 
auxiliaries  ftipulated  to  him  by  treaty  from  the  Em- 
prefs-Queen.  But  thefe  were  refilled,  under  pre- 
tence, that  as  the  conteft  between  him  and  France 
related  to  America  only,  it  was  not  a  cafe  of  the  alli- 
ance; though  at  the  fame  time  the  French  made 
no  fcruple  of  owning,  that  they  intended  to  make  a 
powerful  defcenron  Great-Britain  early  in  the  fpring. 
When,  a  little  while  after,  France  being  employed 
in  making  great  preparation  for  a  land  \var  in  Eu- 
rope, the  King  of  England  required  her  to  defend 
her  own  pofleffions,  the  Barrier  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries with  the  number  of  men  ftipulated  by  treaty, 
which  countries,  acquired  by  Englifti  blood  and 
Englifh  treafure,  had  been  given  to  her  on  that  ex- 
preis  condition,  (he  declared  that  fhe  could  not  fpare 
troops  for  that  purpofe,  on  account  of  her  dangerous 
enemy  the  King  of  Pruffia:  and  afterwards,  when 
he  was  fecured  by  his  treaty  with  England,  (he  urged 
that  as  a  reafon  for  her  alliance  with  France.  It 
muft  be  owned,  however,  for  the  fake  of  hiftorical 
truth,  that  this  was  no  bad  reafon,  considering  the 
power,  the  genius,  and  the  character  of  that  Prince, 
who  hovered  over  her  dominions  with  an  army  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  veterans.  It  mull 
likewife  be  owned,  that  {he  undertook  to  procure 
the  French  King's  confent  to  a  neutrality  for  Ha- 
nover, which  would  have  effctfually  fecured  that 
ele&orate  from  the  invafion  of  every  other  power 
but  Pruffia  itfelf:  and  it  is  no  ftrained  conjecture 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  dread  of  this  very  power  was  the 
true  fource  of  thofe  connections  in  Germany,  which 
entailed  fuch  a  ruinous  continental  war  upon  Great- 
Britain,  '. 
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$  XXVIII.  Though  the    Englifh  continued    to  chap. 
make  reprifals  upon  the  French,  not  only  in  the  ^. 
feas  of  America,  but'  alfo  in  thofe  .of  Europe,  by     ,755 
taking  every  (hip  they  could  meet  with,  and  detain- 
ing them,  their  cargoes,  and  crews;  yet  the  French, 
whether  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  want  of  power 
by  fea,  or  that  they  might  have  a  more  plaufible  plea 
to  reprefent  England   as  the  aggreflbr,  were  fo  far 
from  returning  thefe  hoftilities,  that  their  fleet,  which 
efcaped  Sir   Edward  Hawke,    having  on  the  thir- 
« teenth   of  Auguft,  taken  the  Blanford  lhip  of  war 
with  Governor  Lyttelton  on   board,  going  to  Caro- 
lina,   they  fet  the  Governor  at  liberty,  as  foon  as 
the  Court  was  informed  of  the  fhip's  being  brought 
into  Nantes,  and  fhortly  after  releafed  both  the  (hip 
and  crew.-    However,  at  the   fame  time,  their  pre- 
parations for  a  land  war  ftill  went  on  with  great  deli  - . 
gence,  and  their  utmoft  arts  and  efforts  were  fruit- 
lefsly  exerted  to  perfuade  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch 
to  join  with  them  againft  Great-Britain. 

§  XXIX.  In  England  the  preparations  by  fea 
became  greater  than  ever,  feveral  new  lhips  of  war 
were  put  in  commifiion,  and  many  others  taken  into 
the  lervice  of  the  government:  the  exportation  of 
guppowder  was  forbid :  the  bounties  to  leamen  were 
continued,  and  the  number  of  thofe  that  either  en- 
tered voluntarily,  or  were  prefled,  increafed  daily, 
as  did  alfo  the  captures  from  the  French,  arrfong 
which  was  the  Efperance,  of  feventy  guns,  taken  as 
fhe  was  going  from  Rochefort  to  Breft  to  be  man- 
ned, The  land-forces  of  Great-Britain  were  like-, 
wife  ordered  to  be  augmented;  feveral  new  regi-  / 
ments  were  raifed,  and  alj  half-pay  officers,  and  the 
out-penfioners  belonging  to  Chelfea-hofpital,  were 
dire6led  to  fend  in  their  names,  ages,  and  time  of 
fervice,  in  order  that  fuch  of  them  as  were  yet  able 
to  ferve  might  be  employed  again  if  wanted.  The 
Englifh  navy,  fo  early  as  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber of  thi$  year,  confided  of  one  fhip  of  an  hundred 

and 
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Boo  Kand  ten  guns,  five  of  an*  hundred  guns  each,  thir- 
v***|teen  of  ninety,  eight  of  eighty,  five  of  feventy-four, 
J755.  twenty-nine  of  feventy,  four  of  fixty-fix,  one  of 
fixty-four,  thirty-three  of  fixty,  three  of  fifty-four, 
twenty-eight  of  fifty,  four  of  forty- four,  thirty-five 
of  forty,  and  forty-two  of  twenty,  four  floops  of 
war,  of  eighteen  guns  each,  two  of  fixteen,  eleven 
of  fourteen,  thirteen  of  twelve,  and  one  often,  be- 
fides  a  great  number  of  bomb-ketches,  fire-fhips, 
and  tenders ;  a  force  fuffi.cient  to  oppofe  the  united 
maritime  ft  rength  of  all  the  powers  in  Europe ; 
whilit  that  of  the  French,  even  at  the  end  of  this 
year,  and  including  the  fhips  then  upon  the  flocks, 
amounted  to  no  more  than  llx  fhips  of  eighty  guns, 
twenty-one  of  feventy-four,  one  of  feventy-two, 
four  of  feventy,  thirty-one  of  fixty- four,  two  of  fixty, 
fix  of  fifty,  and  thirty-two  frigates 

§  XXX.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  two  king- 
doms, when,  on  the  thirteenth  of  November,  the 
•  Parliament  met,  and  his  Majefty  opened  the  fefiion 
with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which  he  acquainted 
them — "  That  the  moft  proper  meafures  had  been 
"  taken  to  protect,  our  pofieflions  in  America,  and 
<c  to  regain  fuch  parts  thereof  as  had  been  encroached 
<c  upon,  or  invaded;  that  to  preferve  his  people 
"  from  the  calamities  of  war,  as  well  as  to  prevent 
"  a  general  war  from  being  lighted  up  in  Europe, 
"  he  had  been  always  ready  to  accept  reafonablc 
"  and  honourable  terms  of  accommodation,  but  that 
"  none  fuch  had  been  propofed  by  France:  that  he 
"  had  alfo  confined  his  views  and  operations  to 
"  hinder  France  from  making  new  encroachments, 
"  or  fupporting  thofe  already  made;  to  exert  his 
"  people's  right  to  a  fatisfa&ion  for  hoftilities  com- 
€€  tnitted  in  time  of  profound  peace,  and  to  dit- 
"  appoint  fuch  defigns,  as,  from  various  appear- 
"  ances  and  preparations,  there  was  reafon  to  think 
"  had  been  formed  againft  his  kingdoms  ^nd  domi- 
"  nions:    that  the  king  of  Spain  esirneftly  wiihed 
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cc  the  prefervation  of  the  publick  tranquillity,  andc 
"  had  given  aflurances  of  his  intention  to  continue 
"  in  the  fame  pacifick  fentiments:  that  he  himfelf 
cc  had  greatly  increafed  his  naval  armaments,  and 
<c  augmented  his  landxforces  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
*c  might  be  leaft  burthenfome ;  and,  finally,  that  he 
"  had  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Emprefs  of  RufJia, 
"  and  another  with  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle-Caflel, 
**  which  fhould  be  laid  before  them." 

$  XXXI.  In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  both  Houfes 
voted  mod  loyal  addrefles,  but  not  without  a  warm 
oppofition,  in  each,  to  fome  of  the  particular  ex- 
prefiionsj  for  it  having  been  propofed  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  to  infert  in  their  addrefs  the  words  fol- 
lowing, viz.  "  That  they  looked  upon  tbemfelves 
"  as  obliged,  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of  duty,  grati-' 
*c  tude,  and  honour,  to  ftand  by  and  fupport  his 
<6  Majefly  in  all  fuch  wile  and  neceflary  meafujes. 
"  and  engagements  as  his  Majefiy  might  have  taken 
f  in  vindication  of  the  rights  of  his  Crown,  or  to 
"  defeat  any  attempts  which  might  be  made  by 
"  France,  in  refentment  for  fuch  meafures,  and  to 
_"  affi  it  his  Majefiy  in  difappointing  or  repelling  all 
"  fuch  enterprifes  as  might  be  formed,  not  only 
"  againft  his  kingdoms,  but  alfo  againft  any  other 
f €  of  his  dominions  (  though  not  belonging  to  the 
"  Crown  of  Great-Britain )  in  cafe  they  ihould  be 
"  attacked  on  account  of  the  part  which  his  Ma*. 
"  jefty  had  taken  for  maintaining  the  eflential  inte* 
"  refts  of  his  kingdoms;"  the  inferring  of  thefe 
words  in  their  addrefs  was  oppofed  by  Earl  Temple, 
and  feveral  other  Lords;  becaufe,  by  thefirft  part 
of  them,  they  engaged  to  approve  of  the  treaties 
with  Ruffia  and  Hefle-Caflel,  neither  of  which  they 
had  ever  feen  ;  nor  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  either 
of 'diem  could  be  of  any  advantage  to  this  nation ; 
arjctljy  the  fecond  part  of  thefe  words  it  feemed  to 
be  refqlved,  to  engage  this  nation  in  a  continental 
•cqnncdUon  for  the  defence  of  Hanover,  which  it  was 
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Book  impoflible  for  England  to  fupport,  and  which  would 
m*      be  fo  far  from  being  of  any  advantage  to  it  at  fea, 

v-^7^or  *n  America,  that  it  might  at  laft  difable  the  nation 
from  defending  itfelf  in  either  of  thofe  parts. of  the 
world.  But  upop  putting  the  queftion,  the  inferring 
of  thefe  words  was  agreed  to  by  a  great  majority,  and 
accordingly  they  (land  as  part  of  the  addrefs  of  the 
Houfe  upon  that  occafion. 

§  XXXII.  To  this  remarkable  addrefs  his  Ma- 
jefty returned  the  following  as  remarkable  anfwer : 
u  My  Lords,  I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this 
"  dutiful  and  affedtionate  addrefs.  I  fee,  with  the 
u  grateft  fatisfa&ion,  the  zeal  you  exprefs  for  my 
$€  perfon  and  government,  and  for  the  true  intereft 
*c  of  your  country,  which  I  am  determined  to  ad- 
w  .here  to.  The  afllirances  which  you  give  me  for 
u  the  defence  of  niy  territories  abroad,  are  a  ftrong 
""  proof  of  your  affection  for  me,  and  regard  for  my 
t€  honour.  Nothing  lhall  divert  me  from  purfuing 
€€  thofe  meafures  which  will  effectually  maintain  the 
*'  pofleffions  and  rights  of  my  kingdoms,  and  pro- 
4€  cure  reafonable  and  honourable  terms  of  accom- 
u  modation." — The  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons breathed  the  fame  fpirit  of  zeal  and  gratitude, 
and  was  full  of  the  warmeft  afliirances  of  a  ready 
fupport  of  his  Majefty,  and  of  his  foreign  dominions, 
if  attacked  in  refentment  of  his  maintaining  the 
.  rights  of  his  crown  and  kingdom;  and  his  Majefty's 
anfwer  to  it  was  to  the  fame  effedt  as  that  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  The  fame,  or  nearly  the  fame 
words,  relating  to  the  treaties  concluded  by  his 
Majefty,  and  to  the  defence  of  his  foreign  domi- 
nions, were  propofed  to  be  inferted  in  this  addrefs : 
which  was  oppofed  by  William  Pitt,  Efq.  then 
Paymafter  of  his  Majefty's  forces;  the  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Legge,  Efq.  then  Chancellor  and  Under- 
treafurer  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  and  one  of  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Treafury  ;  and  by  feveral  other 
gentlemen  in  high  pofts  under  the  government,  ai 
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**vell  as  by  many  others:  but,  upon  putting    thee  JH  a  P. 
queftion,  it  was  by  a  confiderable  majority  agreed     Iv# 
to  infert  the  words  objedied  to;  and  very  foon  after,    l1$y 
Mr.  Pitt,   Mr.  Legge,  and  moft,  if  not  all,  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  appeared  in  the    oppofition, 
were  difmifled  from  their    employments.      In  the 
mean  time,  a  draft  came  over  from  Ruffia  for  part 
of  the  new  fubfidy  ftipulated  to  that  crown;  but 
fome  of  the  minifixy,  who  were  then  at  the  head  of 
the  finances,  refufed  to  pay  it,  at  leaft  before  ths 
.  treaty  fhould  be  approved  of  by  Parliament. 

§  XXXIII.  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  had  not  been 
long  in  pofleffion  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
before  it  was  generally  perceived,  that,  though  an 
honeft,  well  meaning  man,  and  a  favourite  with  the 
King,  his  abilities  were  not  equal  to  the  functions  of 
that  pod.  Much  lefs  were  they  fo  at  this  jundture, 
when  the  nation  was  on  the  point  of  being  engaged 
in  a  difficult  and  expenfive  war,  and  plunged  into 
foreign  meafures  and  connections,  which  would  re^ 
quire  the  utmoft  Ikill  of  an  able  politician  to  render 
them  palatable  to  the  people.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Fox,  though  they  fcarce  ever  agreed  in  any  other 
particular,  had  generally  united  in  oppofing  his  mea- 
sures, and  their  fuperior  influence  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  univerfally  acknowledged  abilities, 
though  of  very  different  kinds,  had  always  prevailed, 
uncommon  as  it  was,  to  fee  two  perfons  who  held 
confiderable  places  under  the  government,  one  of 
them  being  Paymafter-General,  and  the  other  Secre- 
tary at  War,  oppofe,  upon  almoft  every  occafion,  a 
Secretary  of  State  who  was  fuppofed  to  know  and 
fpeak  the  fentiments  of  his  Matter.  Sir  Thomas 
himfelf  foon  grew  fenfible  of  his  want  of  Sufficient 
weight  in  the  fenate  of  the  nation  ;  and  therefore, 
of  his  own  accord,  on  the  tenth  of  November,  v 
wifely  and  dutifully  refigned  the  feals  of  his  office  to 
his  Majefty,  who  delivered  them  to  Mr.  Fox,  and 
appointed  Sir  Thomas  Mafter  of  the  Wardrobe,     y 

with 
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Boo  Kwith  a  penfion  to  him  during  his  life,  and  after  his 
XiL  death  tohisfons.  Lord  Barrington  fucceeded  Mr. 
tj^  Fox  as  Secretary  at  War  ;  and  foon  after  Sir  George 
Lyttelton  was  made  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  a  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Legge,  who  had  declared  himfelf  againft  the  new 
continental  fyftem.  However,  notwithftanding  thefe 
changes  in  the  miniftry,  very  warm  debates  arofe  in 
both  Houfes,  when  the  treaties  of  Ruflia  and  Hefie- 
Caflel  came  to  be  confidered  by  them  :  fome  of  the 
members  were  for  referring  them  to  a  committee: 
but  this  motion  was  over-ruled,  in  confideration  of . 
his  Majefty's  having-  engaged  in  them  to  guard 
againft  a  ftorm  that  feemed  ready  to  break  upon 
his  eledtoral  dominions,  merely  on  account  of  our 
quarrel  with  the  French.  They  were  at  length  ap- 
proved of  by  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen againft  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons;  and  by  eighty-four  againft 
eleven,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

§  XXXIV.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  then  pro* 
ceeded  to  provide  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year, 
and  for  the  deficiencies  fcf  the  provifions  for  the 
former.  Fifty  thoufand  feamen,  including  nine 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  marines, 
were  voted,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November,  foi 
the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-fix,  together  with  two  millions  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  their  maintenance,  and  thirty- 
four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  iixty-three  land  foU 
diers,  with  nine  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  three  pounds,  fix  (hillings,  and  nine-pence, 
for  their  fupport.  An  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
were  voted  as  a  fubfidy  to  the  Emprefs  of  Uuffia ; 
fifty-four  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
twelve  iiiillings,  and  fix  pence,  to  the  Landgrave 
of  HcfTe-Caflcl ;  and  ten  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria. 
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$XXXV.  During  thefe  tranfa<5Uon$,  the  publickcHAP. 
was  overwhelmed  with  confternation,  by  the  tidings  ^*^V, 
of  a  dreadful  earthquake,  which,  on  the  firft  of  No-     ,7SJ# 
vember,  fhook  all  Spain  and  Portugal,   and  many 
other  places  in  Europe,  and  Uid  the  city  of  Li  o   n 
in  ruins.     When  the  news  of  this  great  calamity  firft 
reached  England,  it  was  feared  the  confequences  of 
it  might  affedl  our  publick  credit,  confidering  the 
vaft  intereft  which  the  Englifh  merchants  had  in  the 
Portugufcfe  trade :    but    fortunately,    it    afterwards 
proved  inconfiderable,    in   comparifon  of  what  had 
been  apprehended  :  the  quarter  in  which  the  Englifh 
chiefly  lived,  and  where  they  had  their  warehoufes, 
having  fuftered  the  leaft  of  any  part  of  the  city ;  and 
moft  of  the  Englifh  merchants  then  refidifig  there, 
together  with  their  families,  being  at  their  country- 
houfesto  avoid  the  infults  to  which  they  might  have 
been  expofed  from  the  Portuguefe  populace,  during 
the  celebration  of  their  auto-da-fe,  which  was  kept 
that  very.  day.     The  firft  two  fhocks  of  this  dread- 
ful  vifitation  continued  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
after  which  the  water  of  the  river  Tagus  rofe  per- 
-  pendicularly  above  twenty   feet,  and  fubfided  to  its 
natural  bed  in  lefs  than  a  minute.     Great  numbers 
of  houfes,  of  which  this  city  then  contained  about 
thirty-fix  thoufand,  extending   in  length  near  fix 
miles,  in  form  of  a  ere  (cent,  on  the  afcent  of  a  hill, 
upon  the  north  fhore  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ta- 
gus, within  nine  miles  from  the  ocean,  were  thrown 
down   by   the  repeated  commotions  of    the  earth,, 
together  with  feveral  magnificent  churches,  monafte- 
ries,    and  publick    buildings.     But   what  entirely 
completed  the  ruin  of  this  then  moft  opulent  capital, 
of  the  Portuguefe  dominions,  was  a  devouring  con-   ■ 
flagration,  partly  fortuitous  or  natural,  but  chiefly 
occafioned  by  a  fet  of  impious  villains,  who,  unawed 
by  the  tremendous  fpene  at  that  very  inftant  pafling   ' 
before  their  eyes,  with  a  wickednefs  fcarcely  to  be 
credited,  fet  fire  even  to  the  falling  edifices  in  dif-, 

ferent 
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B  o  o  Kferent  parts  of  the  city,  to  increafe  the  general  con- 
m'  fufion,  that  they  might  have  the  better  opportunity 
i*5j.  to  r°b  an(l  plunder  their  already  defolated  fellow- 
citizens.  Out  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants,  which  Liibon  was  then  fuppofed  to  con- 
tain, about  ten  thoufand  perifhed  by  this  calamity ; 
and  the  furvivors,  deprived  of  their  habitations,  and 
deftitute  even  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  were  forced 
to  feek  for  fhelter  in  the  open  fields. , 

$  XXXVI,   As  foon  as  his  Majefiy  received  an 
account  of  this  deplorable  event,  from  his  Ambaf- 
iadbr  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  he  fent  a  meflage  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of 
November,  acquainting  them  therewith,  and  defir- 
ing    their     concurrence    and     affiftance     towards 
fpeedily  relieving  the  unhappy  fufferers ;  and  the 
Parliament  thereupon,  to  the  honour  of  Britifh  hu- 
manity, unanimoufly  voted,  on  the  eighth  of  De- 
cember a  gift  of  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 
the  diftrefled  people  of  Portugal.   ,  A  circumftance 
which  enhances  the  merit  of   this  adlion  is,  that 
though  the  Englifh  themfelves  were,  at  that  very 
time,  in  great  want  of  grain,  a  considerable  part  of 
the  fum  was  fent  in  corn,  flour,  rice,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  beef  from  Ireland  :  fupplies  which  came 
very  feafonably  for  the  poor  Portuguefe,  who  were 
in  a&ual  want  of   the  neceflaries   of   life.     Their 
King  was  fo  affe<Sied  by  this  inftance  of  Britifh  gene- 
rality, that,  to  (how  his  gratitude  for  the  timely  re- 
lief, he  ordered  Mr. .  Caftres,  the  Britifh   Refidcnt 
at  his  Court,  to  give  the  preference,  in  the  diflribu- 
tion  of  thefe  fupplies,  to  the  Britifh  fubjedls  who  had 
fuflered  by  the  earthquake :    accordingly,  about  a 
thirtieth  part  of  the  provifions,  and  two  thoufand 
pounds  in  money,  were  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe ; 
and  his  Portuguefe  Majefty  returned  his  thanks,  in 
very  warm  terms,  to  the  Britiih  crown  and  nation. 

$  XXXVII.  The  report  of  an  intended  invafion 
of  thefe  kingdoms  by  the  French  increafing  daily, 

on 
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en  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  January  Lord  Barring-c  hap* 
ton  as  Secretary  at  War,  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  lv^  m 
eftimate  for  defraying  the  charge  of  ten  new  regi-s^^# 
ments  of  foot,  over  and  above  the  thirty-four  thou- 
fand two  hundred  and  fixty-three  land  foldiers  before 
ordered  to  be  raifed  ;  and  a  fum  of  ninety-one  thou- 
fand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  ten  ihiliings, 
was  voted  for  thefe  additional  forces  :  upon  another 
eftimate  prefented  a  little  after  by  the  fame  Lord, 
and  founded  upon  the  fame  reafons,  for  railing,  for 
the  further  defence  of  the  kingdom,  eleven  troops 
of  light  dragoons,  forty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  pounds,  eleven  Shillings,  and  three 
pence,  were  voted  for  the  enfuing  year :.  together 
with  eighty-one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
eight  pounds,  fixteen  (hillings,  for  a  regiment  of 
foot  to  be  raifed  in  North- America ;  two  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  pounds,  feventeen  ihiliings,  and  ten  pence  half- 
penny, for  the  maintenance  of  our  forces  already 
cftablifhed  in  our  American  colonies ;  and  feventy*- 
nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  fix 
Ihiliings,  for  fix  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland,  to 
ferve  in  North-America  and  the  Eafi-Indies.  Be- 
fides  all  thefe  ftipplies,  -Mr.  Pox,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  January,  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  meffage 
from  the  King,  defiring  them  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  faithful  fervices  of  the  people  of  New-Eng- 
land, and  of  fome  other  parts  of  North-America ; 
upon  which  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  pounds 
more  were  voted,  and  five  thoufand  pounds  as  a  re- 
ward to  Sir  William  Johnfon  in  particular.  In  ftiort, 
including  feveral  other  fums,  as  well  for  defraying 
the  expence  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  for  a  fubfidy 
of  twenty  thoufand  pounds^  to  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
and  one'  hundred  and  twenty  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  forty-feven  pounds,  two  fhillings,  and 
fix  pence,  for  Hanoverian  troops,  of  which  laft  two 
Articles  farther  notice  will  be  taken  hereafter,  the 

whole 
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Bo  o  k  whole  of  the  fupplies  granted  by  Parliament  in  this 
^^^feffion  amounted  to  feven  millions  two  hundred  arfd 
1755;  '  twenty-nine  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventeen 
pounds,  four  (hillings*  and  fix  pence  three  farthings. 
For  raifing  this  fum,  befides  the  malt-tax,  and  the 
land-tax  of  four  ihillings  in  the  pound,  the  whole 
produce  of  the  finking-fund,  from  the  fifth  of  Janu- 
ary one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-fix,  till  it 
fliould  amount  to  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  thoufand  'nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds,  ele- 
ven (hillings,  and  eleven  pence  half-penny,  was  or- 
dered to  be  applied  thereunto  ;  together  with  a  mil- 
lion to  be  railed  by  loans  or  Exchequer-bills,  at  three 
per  cent,  intereft ;  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  be  raifed  by  the  fale  of  redeemable  annui- 
ties, at  three  and  a  half  pier  cent,  and  five  hundred 
thoufand.  pounds  to  be  raifed  by  a  lottery,  at  three 
per  cent.  All  which  fums,  with  eighty-three  thou- 
fand four  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  two  (hillings, 
and  five  pence  half-penny,  then  remaining  in  the 
Exchequer,  amounted  to  feven  millions  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fixty-one  pounds,  five  (hillings*  and  feven  pence. 

§  XXXVIII.  The  claufe  inferted  in  the  mutiny  bill 
laft  year,  fubje6ling  all  officers  and  foldiers  raifed  in 
America,  by  authority  of  the  refpe<5Uve  governors 
or  governments  there,  to  the  fame  rules,  and  articles 
of  war,  and  the  fame  penalties  and  punifhments,  as 
the  Britifh  forces  were  liable  to ;  the'  adl  pafied  at  the 
fame  time  for  regulating  the  marine  forces,  while  on 
fhore,  and  that  for  the  mod  fpeedy  and  efte&ual 
manning  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  were  not  only  con- 
firmed now;  but  it  was  further  enadled,  with  refpetf 
to  this  laft,  as  well  as  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  ef- 
fectual recruiting  of  his  Majefty's  land-forces,  That 
the  Commiffioners  appointed  by  the  prefent  act, 
fhould  be  impowered  to  raife  and  levy,  within  their 
refpe&ivejurifdi6Uons,  fuch  able-bodied  men  as  did 
not  follow  any  lawful  calling  or  employment:  or  had 
5  not 
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not  fonxe  other  lawful  and  fufficient  fupport ;  andc  H  A  P# 
might  order,  wherever  and  whenever  they  pkafed,-*V- 
a  general  fearch  to  be  made  for  fuch  perfons,  in  ,75J. 
order  to  their  being  brought  before  them  to  be  exa- 
mined ;  nay,  that  the  parifli  or  town  officers  might, 
without  any  fuch  order,  fearch  for  and  fecure  fuch 
perfons,  in  order  to  convey  them  before  the  faid 
Commiffioners  to  be  examined  :  That  if  any  three 
Commiffioners  fhould  find  any  perfon,  fo  brought 
before  them,  to  be  within  the  above  defcription, 
and  if  the  recruiting  officer  attending  fljould  judge 
him  to  be  a  man  fit  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  they 
fhould  caufe  him  to  be  delivered  to  fuch  officer,  who 
might  fecure  him  in  any  place  of  fafety  provided  by 
the  Juftices  of  Peace  for  that  purpofe,  or  even  in 
any  publick  prifon ;  and  that  every  fuch  man  was 
from  that  time  to  be  deemed  a  lifted  foldicr,  and  not 
to  be  taken  out  of  his  Majefty's  fervice  by  any  pro- 
ccfs,  other  than  for  fome  criminal  matter.  Nothing 
could  more  plainly  fhow  either  the  zeal  of  the  Parlia- 
ment for  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  or  their 
confidence  in  the  juftice  and  moderation  of  our  mini- 
ftry,  than  their  agreeing  to  this  a6l,  which  was  to 
continue  in  force  till  the  end  of  the  next  feffion :  and 
which,  in  the  hands  of  a  wicked  and  enterprifing 
adminiftration,  might  have  been  made  fuch  an  ufe  of, 
as  would  have  been  incbnfiftent  with  that  fecurity 
which  is  provided  by  our  happy  conftitution  for  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjedt. 

$  XXXIX.  The  next  objedl  of  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  Parliament  in  this  feffion  was  the  raifing  of 
a  new  regiment  of  foot  in  North- America ;  for 
which  purpofe  the  fum  of  eighty-one  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  feventy-eight  pounds,  fixteen  (hillings, 
to  which  the  eftimate  thereof  amounted,  was  voted. 
This  regiment,  which  was  to  conlift  of  four  batta- 
lions of  a  thoufand  men  each,  was  intended  to  be  raifed 
chiefly  out  of  the  Germans  and  Swifs,  who,  for 
many  years  paft,  had  annually  tranfported  themfelves 

vol.  in. ,  It  in 
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BOO  Kin  great  number*  to  the  Britifh  plantations  in  Ame- 
rica, where  wafte  lands  had  been  affigned  them  upon 
the  frontiers  of  the  provinces ;    but,    very  injudi- 

-  cioufly,  no  care  had  been  taken  to  intermix  them 
with  the  Englifh  inhabitants  of  the  place.  To  this 
circumftance  it  is  owing,  that  they  have  continued 
to  correfpond  and  converfe  only  with  one  another ; 
fo  that  very  few  of  them,  even  of  thofe  who  have 
been  born  there,  have  yet  learned  to  fpeak  or  under- 
ftand  the  Englifh  tongue.  However,  as  they  were 
all  zealous  Proteftants,  and  in  general  firong,  hardy 
men,  and  accuftomed  to  the  climate,  it  was  judged 

.  that  a  regiment  of  good  and  faithful  foldiers  might 
be  raifed  out  of  them,  particularly  proper  to  oppofe 
the  French  :  but  td  this  end  it  was  necefiary  to  ap- 
point fome  officers,  efpecially  fubalterns,  who  under- 
ftood  military  difcipline,  and  could  fpeak  the  Ger- 
man language  ;  and  as  a  fufficient  number  of  fuch 
could  not  be  found  among  the  Englifh  officers,  it 
was  neceflary  to  bring  over  and  grant  commiffions  to 
feveral  German  and  Swifs  officers  and  engineers: 
but  this  ftep,  by  the  aft  of  fettlement,  could  not  I 
be  taken  without  the  authority  of  Parliament,  an 
a6l  was  now  pafled  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  grant 
commiffions  to  a  certain  number  of  foreign  Pro- 
teftants, who  had  ferved  abroad  as  officers  or  engi- 
neers, to  a6l  and  rank  as  officers  or  engineers  in 
America  only.     An  a6l  was  likewife  pafled  in  this 

-  ieffion,  ftri6tly  forbidding,  under  pain  of  death,  any 
of  his  Majefty's  fubje&s  to  ferve  as  officers  under  the 
French  King,  or  to  inlift  as  foldiers  in  his  fervice, 
without  his  Majefty's  previous  licence  ;  and  aifo  for 
obliging  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  fubjedts  as  fhould,  in 
time  to  come,  accept  of  commiffions  in  the  Scotch 
brigade  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  to  take  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  abjuration,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  five 
hundred  pounds. 

§  XL.  As  it  had  been  refolved,  in  the  beginning 

of  the  preceding  fummer,  to  build  veflels  of  force 

\  upon 
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upon  the  lake  of  Ontario,  an  a&  was  now  paflfed  fore  H  a  p. 
extending  the  maritime  laws  of  England,  relating     ,v- 
to  the  government  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  and  forces "^Tjs^ 
by  fea,  to  fuch    officers,    feamen,  and  others,    aT 
(hould  ferve  on  board  his  Majefty's  fhips  or  veflels 
employed  upon  the  lakes,  great  waters,  or  rivers  in 
North  America:  and  alfo,  but  not  without  oppo- 
fition  to  this  laft,  for  the  better  recruiting  of  his 
Majefty's  forces  upon  the   continent  of  America : 
to  which  end,  by  a  new  claufe  now  added  to  a  for- 
mer a£t,  a  recruiting  officer  was  empowered  to  inlift 
and   detain  an  indented  fervant,    even  though  hi$ 
mailer  (hould  reclaim   him,    upon  paying  to  the 
mailer  fuch  a  fum  as  two  Juftices  or  Peace  within 
the  precinA  (hould  adjudge  to  be  a  reafonable  equi- 
valent for  the  original  purchafe-money  and  the  re- 
maining time  fuch  fervant  might  have  to  ferve. 

§  XLI.  The  inteftine  broils  of  Ireland  were  hap- 
pily compofed  this  year  by  the  prudent  management 
of  the  Marquis  of  Hartington,  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
that  kingdom.  By  his  fteady  and  difinterefted  con- 
duit, his  candour  and  humanity,  the  Iri(h  were  not 
only  brought  to  a  much  better  temper,  even  among 
themfelves,  than  they  were  before  their  late  outrage** 
ous  riots  and  Hangerous  difienfions  happened ;  but 
alfo  prevailed  upon  to  acquiefce  in  the  meafures  of 
England,  without  this  laft  being  obliged  to  give  up 
any  one  point  of  her  fuperiority.  The  leading  men 
in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  were  the  firft  that  con»- 
formed:  and  though  the  ferment  continued  very  high 
for  fome  time  after,  among  the  middling  and  lower 
ranks  of  people,  it  was  at  length  entirely  allayed  by 
the  wifdom  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  and  the  excel- 
lent law,  which  he  encouraged  and  pafled  for  the 

benefit  of  that  nation.*     The  P of  Ireland, 

i  i 2  who 

•  Among  other  objefts  of  the  attention  of  the  legiflature  of  that 
country,  ten  thoufand  pounds  were  granted  for  making  the  river 
N?re  navigable  from  the  city  of  Kilkenny  to  the  town  of   Inneftalge  ; 

twenty 
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boo  Kwho  had  been  very  bufy  in  fomenting  many  of  the 

>J**L,  late  difturbances,  was,  by  his  Majefty's  command, 

I755#     ftruck   off  the  lift  of  Privy-Counfellors ;   and  the 

jgreateft  part   of  thofe  patriots,  whom  fadtion   had 

turned  out  of  their  employments  there,    were  re- 

inftated  with  honour. 

§  XLII.  The  Parliament  of  England,  which  had 
adjourned  on  the  twenty-third  of  December,  met 
again  :  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  thirteenth  of 
An.  1756.  January,  and  the  Lords  on  the  nineteenth.  On  the 
iixteenth  of  the  fame  month,  the  treaty  between  his 
Britannick  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Pruffia  was 
iigned,  importing,  That,  for  the  defence  of  their 
common  country,  Germany,  and  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  her  peace  and  tranquillity,  which  it  was  feared 
was  in  danger  of  being  difturbed,  on  account  of  the 
difputes  in  America,  the  two  Kings,  for  that  end 
only,  entered  into  a  convention  of  neutrality,  by 
which  they  reciprocally  bound  themfelves  not  to  fuf- 
fer  foreign  troops  of  any  nation  whatfoever  to  enter 
into  Germany,  or  pafs  through  it  during  the  trou- 
bles aforefaid,  and  the  confequenccs  that  might  re- 
fult  from  them  ;  but  to  oppofe  the  fame  with  their 
utmoft  might,  in  order  to  fecure  Germany  from  the 
calamities  of  war,  maintain  her  fundamental  law? 
and  conftitutions,  and  prcferve  her  peace  uninter- 
rupted. Thus,  the  late  treaty  with  Kufila  was  vir- 
tually renounced.  Their  Majefties,  moreover,  feifed 
this  favourable  opportunity  to  adjuft  the  differences 
that  had  fubiifted  between  them,  in  relation  to  the 
remainder  of  the  Silefia  loan  due  to  the  fubje&s  of 
his    Britannick    Majefty,   and   the   indemnification 

claimed 

twenty  thmfanri  pounds  towards  canying  on  an  inland  navigation 
from  the  city  of  Dublin  to  the  river  Shannon  5  four  ihoufird  pounds 
for  making  the  river  N*wry  navigable ;  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year  for 
two  years,  lor  the  encouragement  of  Erglifh  Prorefiant  ichor  1$  j  lm«l 
■  fuim,  to  be  did  routed  in  premium?,  for  the  encouragement  uf  -the 
rambrick,  hempen,  and  flaxen  manufactures;  and  three  hundred 
thcufand  pounds  to  his  Majefty,  toward*  A>ppoit".ng  the  frveral 
branches  of  the  eftablifhment,  and  for  defraying,  the  expencei  of  the 
government  for  two  years. 
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claimed  by  the  fubje&s  of  his  Pruflian  Majefty  fore  h  a  p. 
their  lofles  by  fea  during  the  late  war ;  fo  that  the      re- 
attachment laid  on  the  laid  debt  was  agreed  to  bev^TCw' 
taken  off,  as   foon  as  the  ratification    of  this  treaty 
fhould  be  exchanged. 

.  §  XLHI.  On  the  twenty-firft  of  January  the  Houfe  \ 
took  into  confideration  the  laws  then  in  being  re- 
lating to  the  militia  of  this  kingdom ;  and,  finding ' 
them  insufficient,  ordered  a  new  bill  to  be  prepared, 
and  brought  in,  for  the  better  regulating  of  the 
militia  forces  in  the  feveral  counties  of  England.  A. 
bill  was  accordingly  prepared  to  that  effect,  and 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  on  the  twelfth  of  March  by 
the  Hon.  Charles  Townfliend,  Efq.  who,  to  his  ho- 
nour, was  one  of  the  chief  promoters  of  it.  After 
receiving  many  amend  me nts  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,, it  was  on  the  tenth  of  May  pafled,  and  fent 
to  the  Lords  :  but  feveral  obje&ions  being  made  to 
it  by  fome  of  the  Peers,  and  it  fceming  to  them 
that  fome  further  amendments  were  ftill  neceflary 
which  they  thought  they  could  not  in  that  feflion 
fpare  time  to  confider  fo  maturely  as  the  importance 
of  the  fubject  required,  a  negative  of  fifty-nine 
againft  twenty -three  was  put  upon  the  motion  for 
pafling  the  bill ;  though  every  one  mult  have  been 
fenfible,  not  only  of  the  propriety,  but  even  of  the 
abfolute  neceility  of  fuch  a  law,  which  was  ardently 
defired  by  the  whole  nation. 

$  XLIV.  On  the  twenty-  feventh  of  May  Fiis 
Majefty  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and,  after  hav- 
ing giventhe  Royal  aflent  to  the  bills  then  depending, 
thanked  his  Parliament,  in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
for  their  vigorous  and  effectual  fupport.  He  ac- 
quainted them,  that  the  injuries  and  noftilities  which 
had  been  for  fome  time  committed  by  the  French 
againft  his  dominions  and  fubjecfts,  were  then  fol- 
lowed by  the  a£lual  invafion  of  the  Ifland  of  Minorca, 
though  guaranteed  to  him  by  all  the  great  powers 
in  Europe,  and  particularly  by  the  French  King  : 
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Boo  KThat  he  had,  therefore,  found  himfelf  obliged,  in 
Iir-  vindication  of  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  of  the 
«*5*.  rights  of  his  people,  to  declare  war  in  form  againft 
France  j  and  that  he  relied  on  the  Divine  Protection, 
and  the  vigorous  affiftance  of  his  faithful  fubjefts, 
in  fo  juft  a  caufe.  The  Parliament  was  then  ad- 
journed to  the  eighteenth  of  June  ;  and  from  thence 
afterwards  to  the  eighteenth  of  July,  and  then  it  was 
prorogued. 
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CHAR    V. 

§  I.  Letter  from  M.  RouilU  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
4  II.  The  two  nations  recriminate  on  each  other. 
4  III.  -The  French  threaten  Great-Britain  with  an 
trrvajion.  §  IV.  Requifition  of  fix  thou/and  Dutch 
troops  according  to  treaty.  \  V.  Meffage  from  the 
King  to  the  Parliament.  §  VI.  A  body  of  Hejfians 
and  Hanoverians  tranfported  into  England.  $  VII. 
French  preparations  at  Toulon.  &  VIII.  Admiral 
JByng fails  for  the  Mediterranean.  ^  IX.  He  arrives 
at  Gibraltar.  §  X.  Engages  M.  de  la  Galiffonniere 
vff  Minorca.  ^  XI.  Am  returns  to  Gibraltar m 
§  XII.  Ferment  of  the  people^  at  home.  §  XIII. 
Admiral  Byng  fuperfeded,  and.  fent  home  prifoner. 
^  XIV.  Account  of thefiege  of  St.  Philip's  forts  in 
Minorca.  $  XV.  Precautions  taken  hy  General 
Blakeney.  $  XVI.  Siege  commenced.  §  XVII. 
Englijh  fquadron  appears.  §  XVIII.  General  at^ 
tack  of  the  works.  \  XIX.  The  garrifon  capitu- 
lates. §  XX.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  fails  to  Minorca. 
&  XXL  Rejoicings  in  France,  and  clamours  in  Eng+ 
land.  §  XXII.  Gallantry  of  Fortunatus  Wright. 
&  XXIII.  General  Blakeney  created  a  Baron. 
§  XXIV,  Meafures  taken  for  the  defence  of  Great- 
Britain.  §  XXV.  Proclamation.  %  XXVI.  Earl 
of  Loudoun  appointed  Commander  in  chief  in  Ame- 
rica. $  XXVII.  His  Britannick  Majejt/s  declara* 
tion  of  war.  §  XXVIII.  Subftance  of  the  French 
Kings  declaration.  §  XXIX.  Addrefs  of  the  City 
of  London.  $  XXX.  Trial  of  General  Fowke. 
$  XXXI.  Affairs  of  America.  %  XXXIL  Colonel 
Bradfireet  defeats  a  body  of  French  on  the  river 
Onondaga.  \  XXXIII.  Earl  of  Loudoun  arrives 
at  New-York.  $  XXXIV.  OJwego  reduced  by 
the  enemy.  §  XXXV.  Further  proceedings  in 
America.  §  XXXVI.  Naval  operations  in  that  coun*+ 
try.  \  XXXVII,  Tranfaaions  in  the  Eafi-lndies. 
7  §  XXXVIII, 
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§  XXXVIII.  Calcutta  hefieged  by  the  Viceroy  of 
Bengal  §  XXXIX.  Deplorable  fate  of  thofe  who 
fertfhedtn  the  dungeon  there.  $XL.  Additional 
cruelties  exercifedon  Mr.  Holwel.  §  XLI.  Refolution 
againjl  Angria.  $  XLII.  Fort  of  Geriah  taken  by 
Admiral  Watfonand  Mr.  Clive.  §  XLIIL  Their 
fubfequent  proceedings  in  the  river  Ganges. 

K  §  I.  TN  the  month  of  January  Mr.  Fox,  lately  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  State,  received  a  letter 
from  M.  Rouille,  Minilter  and  Secretary  of  State  for 
foreign  affairs  to  the  King  of  France,  expoftulatidg, 
in  the  name  of  his  Sovereign,  upon  the  orders  and 
inftru&ions     for  committing  hostilities,   which    his 
Britannick  Majcfly  had  given  to  General  Braddock 
and  Admiral  Bofcawen,  in  diametrical  oppofition  to 
the  moft  folemn  afliirances  fo  often  repeated  by  word 
of  mouth,  as  well  as  in  writing.     He  complained  of 
the  infult  which  had  been  offered  to  his  Majefty's  flag 
in  attacking  and  taking  two  of  his  (hips  in  the  open 
fea,  without  any  previous  declaration  of  war;  as  alio 
by   committing  depredations  on  the  commerce  of 
his  Moft  Chriflian  Majefty's  fubje&s,  in  contempt 
of  the  law  of  nations,  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the 
ufages    efiablifhcd    among     civilized    nations.     He 
iaid,  the  fentiments  and  character  of  his  Britannick 
Majefty  gave  the   King  his   Mafter  room  to  expedfc, 
that,  at  his  return  to  London,  he  would  difavow  the 
conduct  of  his  Admiralty;  but  feeing  that,  inftead 
of  punifhing,  he  rather  encouraged  thofe  who  had 
been  guilty  of  fuch  depredations,  his  moft  Chriflian 
Majeity  would  be  deemed  deficient  in  what  he  owed 
to  his  own  glory,  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the 
defence  of  his  people,  if  he  deferred  any  longer  de- 
manding a  fignai  reparation  for  the  outrage  done  to 
the  Fcench  flag,   and  the  damage  fuftained  by  his 
fubjc&s.    He,    therefore,  demanded  immediate  and 
full  rellitution  of  all  the  French  fhips,  which,  con- 
trary tp  law  and  decorum,  had  been  taken  by  the 
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Englifli  navy,  together  with  all  the  officers,  foldiers,c  hap. 
mariners,  guns,  itores,  and  merchandife.  He  de-  v- 
clared,  that  fhould  this  reilitution  be  made,  he  fhould  I?s4 
be  willing  to  engage  in  anegociation  for  what  fur- 
ther fatisfa&ion  he  might  claim,  and  continue  de- 
lirous  to  fee  the  differences  relating  to  America 
determined  by  a  folid  and  equitable  accommodation; 
but  if,  contrary  to  all  hopes,  thefe  demands  fhould 
be  rejected,  he  would  confider  fuch  a  denial  of  juf- 
tice  as  the  moll  authentick  declaration  of  war,  and 
as  a  formed  defign  in  the  Court  of  London  tp  difturb 
the  peace  of  Europe.  To  this  peremptory  remon- 
flrance  the  Britifh  Secretary  was  directed  to  anfwer, 
That  though  the  King  of  England  would  readily 
confent  to  an  equitable  and  folid  accommodation, 
he  would  not  comply  with  the  demand  of  immediate 
and  full  reftitution  as  a  preliminary  condition;  for 
his  Majefty  had  taken  no  iteps  but  fuch  as  were  ren- 
dered juft  and  indifpenfable  oy  the  hoftilities  which 
the  French  began  in  time  of  profound  peace,  and 
a  proper  regard  for  his  own  honour,  the  rights  and 
pofleffions  of  his  crown,  and  the  fecurity  of  his,  - 
kingdoms. 

§  II.  Without  all  doubt  the  late  tranfa&ions  had 
afforded  fpecious  arguments  f&r  both  nations  to  im- 
peach the  condudt  of  each  other.  The  French 
Court,  confcious  of  their  encroachments  in  Nova- 
Scotia,  affedbed  to  draw  a  fhade  over  thefe,  as  par- 
-  ticulars  belonging  to  a  difputed  territory,  and  to 
divert  the  attention  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  where 
Jamonville  and  his  detachment  had  been  attacked 
and  maflacred  by  the  Englifh,  without  the  leaft  pro- 
vocation, They  likewife  inveighed  again  ft  the  cap- 
ture of  their  fhips,  before  any  declaration  of  war,  as 
flagrant  a6ts  of  piracy ;  and  fome  neutral  Powers  of 
Europe  feemed  to  confider  them  in  the  fame  point 
of  view.  It  was  certainly  high  time  to  check  the 
infolence  of  the  French  by  force  of  arms,  and  furely 
this  might  have  beei}  as  eftedlually  and  expeditioufly 
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book  exerted  under  the  ufual  fan&ion  of  a  formal  decla- 
■"[•     ration;  the   omiffion  of  which  expofed  the  adminif- 
1756.     tration  to  the  cenfure  of  our  neighbours,  and  fixed 
the  imputation   of  fraud   and  free- booting  •  on  the 
beginning  of  the  war.     The  miniftry  was  faid  to 
have  delated  the  ceremony  of  denouncing  war  from 
political   confederations,  fuppofing  that,  fhould   the 
French  be  provoked  into  the  firft  declaration  of  this 
kind,  the  Powers  of  Europe  would  confider  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  as  the  aggreflbr,  and  Great-Britain 
would  reap  all  the  fruits  of  the  defensive  alliances  in 
which  (he  had  engaged.     But  nothing  could  be  more 
weak  and  frivolous   than  fuch  a  conje&ure.     The 
aggreflbr  is  he  who  firft  violates  the  peace  ;  and  every 
ally  will  interpret  the  aggreffion  according  to  his 
own  intereft  and  convenience.     The  adminifiration 
maintained  the  appearance  of  candour  in  the  midft 
of  their  hoftilities.     The  merchant  fhips,  of  which 
a  great  number  had  been  taken  from  the  French, 
were  not  fold  and  divided  among  the  captors,  ac- 
cording to  the  practice  of  war  ;  but  carefully  fequef- 
tered,  with  all  their  cargoes  and  effe&s,  in  order  to 
he  reflored  to  the  right  owners,  in  cafe  the  difputes 
between  the  two  nations  fhould  not  be  produdtive  of 
an  open  rupture.     In  this  particular,  however,  it  was 
pity  that  a  little  common  fenfe  had  not  been  blended 
with  their  honourable  intention.     Great  part  of  the 
cargoes  confifted  of  fifh,  and  other  periftiable  com- 
modities, which  were  left  to  rot  and  putrify,  and  af- 
terwards  thrown  overboard,  to  prevent   contagion; 
fo  that  the   owners   and  captors  were  equally  difap- 
pointed,  and  the  value  of  them  loft  to  both  nations. 
$  III.  The  court    of  Verfailles,  while  they  pre- 
fented  remoo  (trances  which  they  knew  would  prove 
ineffectual,  and   exclaimed  againft   the  conduct  of 
Great-Britain  with  all  the  arts  of  calumny  and  exag- 
geration at  every   court  in  Chriftcndom,  continued 
•    neverthelefs  to  make  fuch  preparations  as  denoted 
a  defig n  to  profecute  the  war  with  uncommon  vigour. 

They 


GEORGE    II.  4Q1 

They  began  to  repair  and  fortify  Dunkirk:    orders ch  A  p. 
were  publilhed,  that  all  Britifh  fubjefls  fhould  quit       v- 
the  dominions  of  France:  many  Englifh  veflels  were        s6# 
feized  in  the  different  porta  of  that  kingdom,  and 
their  crews  fent  to  prifon.     At  the  fame  time  an 
edi£was  iffiied,  inviting  the  French  fubje&s  to  equip 
privateers,    offering  a  premium  of  forty  livres  for 
every  gun,  and  as  much  for  every  man  they  fhould 
take  from  the  enemy;  and  promifing  that,  in  cafe 
a   peace  fhould  be  fpeedily  concluded,    the  King 
would  purchafe  the  privateers  at  prime  coft.     They 
employed  great  numbers  of  Artifices  and  feamen 
in   equipping  a  formidable  fquadron   of   fhips   at  . 
Breft;  and  aflembling  a  ftrong  body  of  land-forces, 
as   well  as   a  confiderable  number  of   tranfports, 
threatened  the  ifland  of  Great- Britrin  with  a  danger- 
ous invafion. 

$  IV.  The  Englifii  people  were  feized  with  con- 
sternation :  the  miniftry  were  alarmed  and  perplexed. 
Colonel  Yorke,  the  Britifh  Refident  at  the  Hague, 
was  ordered  by  his  Majefty  to  make  a  requifition  of 
the  fix  thoufand  men  whom  the  States-General  are 
~  obliged  by  treaty  to  furnifh,  when  Great-Britain  fhall 
be  threatened  with  an  invafion;  and  in  February  he 
prefented  a  memorial  for  this  purpofe.  Monfieur 
d'Affiy,  the  French  King's  minifter  at  the  Hague 
having  received  intimation  of  this  demand,  produced 
a  counter-memorial  from  his  Mafter,  charging  the 
Englifh  as  the  aggreffors,  and  giving  the  States- 
General  plainly  to  underftand,  that,  fhould  they  grant 
the  fuccours  demanded  by  Great-Britain,  he  would 
confider  their  compliance  as  an  a<ft  of  holtility  againft 
himfelf.  The  Dutch,  though  divided  among  them- 
felves  by  fa<5lion,  were  unanimoufly  averfe  to  any 
meafure  that  might  involve  them  in  the  approaching 
war.  Their  commerce  was  in  a  great  meafure  de- 
cayed, and  their  finances  were  too  much  exhaufted 
to  admit  of  an  immediate  augmentation  of  their  for- 
ces, which  for  many  other  reafons  they  ftrove  to  avoid* 

They 


492  HISTORY  ,OF   ENGLAND. 

boo  KThey  forefaw  a  great  increafe  of  trade  in  their  ad- 
m'     hering  to  a  puntfual  neutrality:  they  were  afraid  of 

v^^~/the  French  by  land,  and  jealous  of  the  Englifh  by 
fea;  and,  perhaps,  enjoyed  the  profpeft  of  feeing 
thefe  two  proud  and  powerful  nations  humble  and 
impoveriih  each  other.  Certain  it  is,  the  States- 
General  protracted  their  anfvver  to  Mr.  Yorke's  me- 
morial by  fuch  affected  delays,  that  the  Court  of 
London  perceived  their  intention,  and,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  mortification  of  a  flat  denial,  the  King  or- 
dered his  Refident  to  acquaint  the  Princefs  Regent, 
,  that  he  would  not  infift  upon  his  demand.  The 
States,  thus  freed  from  their  perplexity,  at  length 
delivered  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Yorke,  in  which  they 
expatiated  on  the  difficulties  they  were  laid  under, 
and  thanked  his  Britannick  Majefty  for  having  freed 
theift  by  his  declaration  from  that  embarraflmentinto 

'  which  they  were  thrown  by  his  firft  demand  and 

ths  counter  memorial  of  the  French  minrftcr.  The 
real  fentiments  of  thofe  people,  however,  more  plain- 
ly appeared  in  the  previous  rcfolution  delivered  to 
the  States  of  Holland  by  the  towns  of  Amfterdam, 
Dort,  Haerleni^  Gouda,  Rotterdam,  and  Enckhuy- 
fen,  declaring  flatly  that  England  was  uncontro- 
vertibly  the  aggrellbr  in  Europe,  by  feizing  a  con- 
siderable number  of  French  veftels;  that  the  threat- 
ened invafion  of  Great-Britain  did  not  effect  the 
Republick's  guarrantee  of  the  Proteftant  fucceffion, 
inalmuch  as  it  was  only  intended  to  obtain  repara- 
tion for  the  injury  fuftained  by  the  fubje&s  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty;  finally,  that  the  fuccoun 
demanded  could  Be  of  no  advantage  to  the  King  of 
England,  as  it  appeared  by  the  declaration  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty;  that  their  granting  thefe 
luccours  would  immediately  lay  them  under  a  necel- 
fity  of  demanding,  in  their  turn,  aftiftance  from 
Great-Britain.  From  this  way  of  arguing,  the  Eng- 
lifh may  perceive  what  they  have  to  exped:  in  cafes 
of  emergency  from  the  friendship  of  their  riearelt 
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allies,  who  muft  always  be  furnifhed  with  the  fameCH  a  p. 
excufe,  whenever  they  find  it  convenient  or  neceflary  v- 
to  their  own  intereft.  Such  a  confiderauoh/jokied^*-^^1^ 
to  the  other  concurring  motives,  ought  to  induce  tfie 
Britifti  Legiflature  to  withdraw  its  dependence  from 
all  foreign  connexion's,  and  prpvide  luch  a  conftitu- 
tional  force  within  itfelf,  as  will  be  fully  fufficient  to  , 
baffle  all  the  efforts  of  an  external  enemy.  The 
apprehenfions  and  diftradUon  of  the  people  at  this 
jun&ure  plainly  evinced  the  expediency  of  fuch  a 
national  force;  but  different  parties  were  divided  in 
their  opinions  about  the  nature  of  fuch  a  provifion. 
Some  of  the  warmed  friends  of  their  country  pro- 
pofed  a  well  regulated  militia,  as  an  inftitution  that 
would  effectually  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  defending  a 
wide  extended  fea-coaft  from  invafion;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  this  propolal  was  ridiculed  and  re- 
futed as  impracticable  or  ufelefs  by  all  the  retainers 
to  the  Court,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  ftanding  ar- 
my. In  the  mean  time,  as  the  experiment  could  not 
be  immediately  tried,  and  the  prefent  jun&ure  de- 
manded fome  inftant  determination,  recourfe  was  had 
to  a  foreign  remedy. 

§  V.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  King 
fcnt  a  written  meflage  to  Parliament,  intimating,  ' 
that  he  had  received  repeated  advices  from  different 
perfons  and  places,  that  a  defign  had  been  formed 
by  the  French  Court  to  invade  Great-Britain  or 
Ireland;  and  the  great  preparation  of  forces,  fhips, 
artillery,  and  warlike  (lores,  then  notorioufly  making 
in  the  ports  of  France  oppolite  the  Britifh  coafts, 
together  with  the  language  of  the  French  minifters 
in  fome  foreign  courts,  left  little  room  to  doubt  the. 
reality  of  fuch  a  defign :  that  his  Majefty  had  aug- 
mented his  forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  taken 
proper  meaiures  and  precautions  for  putting  his 
kingdom  in  a  pofture  of  defence:  that,  in  order 
further  to  itrcngthen  himfelf,  he  had  made  a  requi- 
fition  of  a  body  of  Heflian  troops,  purfuant  to  the* 
(5  late 
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Boo  Klate  treaty,  to  be  forthwith  brought  over,   and  for 
,VJ*that  purpofe  ordered  tranfports  to  be  prepared  ;  that 
I7j6#     he  doubted  not  of  being  enabled  and  fupported  by 
his  Parliament  in  taking  fuch  meafures  as  might  be 
conducive  to  an  end  fo  eflential  to  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  the  prefervation  of  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  thefe  kingdoms.    This 
mefiage  was  no  fooner  received,   than  both  Houfes 
voted,  compofed,  and  prefented  very  warm  and  af- 
fectionate addrefles,  in  which  his  Majefiy  was  thanked 
for  the  requifition  he  had  made  of  the  Heffian 
troops ;  a  meafure  which  at  any  other  time  would 
have  been  ftigmatifed  with  all  the  iatire  and  rheto- 
rick  of  the  oppofition. 

§  VI.  Even  this  precaution  was  not  thought  fuffi- 
cient  to  fecure  the  ifland,  and  quiet  the  terrors  of 
the  people.  In  a  few  days  Mr.  Fox,  the  new  mi- 
nifter,  encouraged  by  the  unanimity  which  had  ap- 
peared fo  confpicuous  in  the  motions  for  the  late 
addrefles,  ventured  to  move  again,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  another  addrefs  ihould  be  prefented 
to  the  King,  befeeching  his  Maiefty,  that  for  the 
more  eftedtual  defence  of  this  ifland,  and  for  the 
better  fecurity  of  the  religion  and  liberties  of  his 
fubje&s,  againft  the  threatened  attack  by  a,  foreign 
1  enemy,    he ,  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order 

twelve  battalions  of  his  ele6loral  troops,  together 
with  the  ufual  detachment  of  artillery,  to  be  forth- 
with brought  into  this  kindom.  There  was  a 
confiderable  party  in  the  Houfe,  to  whom  fuch  a 
motion  was  odious  and  deteftable :  but  confidering 
the  critical  (ituation  of  affairs,  they  were  afraid  that  a 
diredl  oppoiition  might  expofe  them  to  a  more  odious 
fufpicion  :  they,  therefore,  moved  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  infifted  on  the  queflion^s  being  put  upon 
that  motion  ;  but  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by 
a  confiderable  majority,  which  alfo  agreed  to  the 
other  propofal.  The  refolution  of  the  Houfe  was 
communicated  to  the  Lords,  who  unanimouily  con* 

cuiTed ; 
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curred;  and  their  joint  addrefs  being  prefented,c  h  a  p, 
his  Majefty  affiired  them  he  would  immediately  v- 
comply  with  their  requeft.  Accordingly,  fuch  ex-v^£*/ 
pedition  was  ufed,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  next 
month  both  Hanoverians  and  Heffians  arrived  in 
England,  and  encamped  in  .different  parts  of  the 
kingdom.— As  the  fears  of  an  invafion  fubfided  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  their  antipathy  to  thefe 
foreign  auxiliaries  emerged.  They  were  beheld 
with  the  eyes  of  jealoufy,  fufpicion,  and  difdain* 
They  were  treated  with  contempt,  referve,  and 
rigour.  The  miniftry  was  execrated  for  having  re- 
duced the  nation  to  fuch  a  low  circumftance  of  .dif- 
gjrace,  as  that  they  fhould  owe  their  fecurity  to 
German  mercenaries.  There  were  not  wanting 
fome  incendiaries,  who  circulated  hints  and  infinua- 
tions,  that  the  kingdom  had  been  purpofely  left  un- 
provided; and  that  the  natives  of  South-Britain  had 
been  formerly  fubdued  and  expelled  by  a  body  of 
Saxon  auxiliaries,  whom  they  had  hired  for  their 
preservation.  In  a  word,  the  doubts  and  fufpicions 
of  a  people  naturally  blunt  and  jealous  were  inflamed 
to  fuch  a  degree  of  animofity,  that  nothing  would 
have  reftrained  them  from  violent  adls  of  outrage, 
but  the  moft  orderly,  modeft  and  inoffenfive  beha- 
viour by  which  both  the  Hanoverians  and  Heffians 
were  diftinguifhed. 

$  VII.  Under  the  cloak  of  an  invading  arma- 
ment, which  engrofled  the  attention  of  the  Britifli 
nation,  the  French  ware  a&ually  employed  in  pre- 
parations for  an  expedition,  which  fucceeded  accord- 
ing to  their  wifh.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
advice  was  received  that  a  French  fquadron  would 
foon  be  in  a  condition  to  fail  from  Toulon :  this  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  repeated  intelligence,  not 
only  from  foreign  gazettes,  but  alfo  from  Englifh 
minifters  and  confuls  refiding  in  Spain  and  Italy. 
They  affirmed  that  the  Toulon  fquadron  confided 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  fhips  of  the  line,  .with  a  great 

number 


496  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

Boo  Knumber  of  tranfports ;  that  they  were  fupplied  with 
nu     provifion  for  two  months  only,  confequently  could 

^^^not  be  intended  for  America;  and  that  flrong  bodies 
of  troops  were  on  their  march  from  different  parts 
of  the  French  dominions  to  Dauphine  and  Provence 
in  order  to  be  embarked.     Notwithftanding  thefe 
particulars  of  information,  which  plainly  pointed  out 
Minorca  as  the  object  of  their  expedition;  notwith- 
ftanding the  extenfiye  and  important  commerce  car- 
ried on  by  the  fuhje&s  of  Great-Britain  in  the  Me- 
diterranean ;    no  care  was  taken  to  fend  thither  a 
fquadron  of  fhips  capable  to  protedt  the  trade,  and 
fruftrate  the  defigns  of  the  enemy.     That  great  pro- 
vince was  left  to  a  few  inconfiderable  fhips  and  fri- 
gates, which  could  ferve  no  other  purpofe  than  that 
of  carrying  intelligence  from  port  to  port,  and  en- 
-  riching    their    commanders,    by    making  prize  of 
merchant  veflels.     Nay,    the  miniftry  feemed  to 
pay  little  or  no  regard  to  the  remonftrance  of  Gene- 
ral Blakeney,  Deputy  Governor  of  Minorca,  who, 
in  repeated  advices,  reprefented  the  weaknefs  of  the 
garrifon  which  he  commanded  in  St.  Philip's  caftle 
the  chief  fortrefs  on  the  ifland.    For  from  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  garrifon  with  a  proper  reinforcement,  they 
did  not  even  fend  thither  the  officers  belonging  to  it, 
who  were  in .  England  upon  leave  of  abfence,  nor 
give  directions  for  any  veflel  to  tranfport  them,  un- 
til the  French  armament  was  ready  to  make  a  defcent 
upon  that  ifland.* 

$  VIII. 

*  It  is  wirh  pleafure  we  fcize  this  opportunity  of  recording  an  in- 
ftance  of  gallantry  and  pa r riot i fin  in  a  Britifh  officer,  which  would 
have  done  honour  to  the  character  of  a  Roman  tribune.  Captain 
Cunningham,  an  accomplished  young  gentlemen,  who  acted  as  en- 
gineer in  fecond  at  Minorca  $  heing  preferred  to  a  Majority  at  home, 
and  recalled  to  his  regiment  by  an  exprefs  order,  had  repaired  with 
his  family  to  Nice  in  Italy,  where  he  waited  for  the  opportunity  of 
a  (hip  bound  for  England,  when  he  received  certain  intelligence  that 
the  French  armament  was  defined  for  the  place  he  had  quitted.  His 
lady,  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  was  juft  delivered,  and  two  of  bis 
children  were  dangercufly  ill  of  the  Jmall-pox.  He  iVcolle&ed  that 
the  chief  engineer  of  Minorca  was  infirm,  and  indeed  difabled  by  the 
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-^  VIII.  At'length,  the  deftination  of  the  enemy'sc  HAP. 
fleet  being  universally  knowri,  the  miniftry  feemed  to     J^V, 
roufe  from  their  Lethargy,  and,  like  perfons  fuddenlyv^£7i^ 
waking,  a&ed  with  hurfy  and  precipitation.    Inftead 
of  detaching  a  fquadron  that  in  all  refpedts  fhould  be 
fuperior  to  the  French  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  beftowing  the  command  of  it  upon  an  officer  of 
approved  courage  and  a&ivity,    they  allotted  no 
more  than  ten  Ihips  of  the  line  for  this  fervice,  veil- 
ing the  command  of  them  in  Admiral  Byng,  who 
had  never  met  with  any  occasion  to  fignalize  his 
courage,1  andwhofe  charadler  was  not  very  popular 
in  the  navy :  J>ut  Mr.  Weft,  the  fecond  in  command, 
was  a  gentlemen  univerfajly  refpedted  for  his  probity, 
ability,  arid  tefolufion.     The  ten  fhips  deftined  for 
this  expedition,  were  but  in  very  indifferent  order, 
pooFly  manned,  and  unprovided  with  either  hofpital 
or  fire- (hip.     They  failed  from  Spithead  on  the 
feventh  day  of  April,  having  on  board,  as  part* of 
their  complement,    a  regiment  of  foldiers  to  be 
landed*  at.  Gibraltar,    with   Major-General    Stuart, 
JLord  Effingham,   and  Colonel  Cornwallis,    whofe 
regiments  were  in  garrifon  at  Minorca,  about  forty 

gour,  and  that  many  things  were  wanting  for. the  defence  of  the  for* 
trefs.  His  zeal  for  the  honour  and  fervice  of  his  country  immediately 
triumphed  over  the  calls  of  tendemefs  and  of -nature.  He  expended 
a  contiderable  fum  of  money  in  purchafing  timber  for  the  platforms, 
and  other  neceflsries  for  the  garrifon ;  hired  a  ftiip  for  tranfporting 
them  thither  i  and  tearing  himfelf  from  his  wife  and  children,  thus 
left  among  (lungers  in  a  foreign  country^  embarked  again  for  Mi*  x 
norca,  where  he  knew  he  mould  be  in  a  peculiar  manner  expofed'to 
all  the  dangers  of  a  furious  fiege.  In  the  couife  of  this  defperate 
fervice  he  acquitted  himfelf  with  that  vigilance,  (kill,  and  aclive  cou- 
rage, which  he  had  on  divers  former  occafions  difolayed,  until  the 
aA'auhwas. given  to  the  Queen's  Baftionj  when  mixing  wim  the  ene* 
my,  fword  in  hand,  he  was  difabled  in  hi*  right  arm  by  the  (hot  of  a 
mu fleet  and  the  thruft  of  a  bayonet.  His  behaviour  was  fo  acceptable 
to  his  Sovereign,  that  when  be  returned  to  England  he  was  preferred 
to  the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  Guards.  He  afterwards  a£ted  as  chief 
engineer  in  the  attempts  and  defcents  which  were  made  on  the  French 
coaft.  Though  grievoufly  maimed,  he  accepted  the  fame  office  in  the 
expedition  to  Guadaloupe*  where  he  died  univerfally  regretted. 

•  vox.,  in.  K  K  inferior 
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Boo  Kinferior  officers,  and  near  one  hundred  recruits,  as  a 

^"^•reinforcement  to  St,  Philip's  fortrefs. 

1756.        §  'X.  After  all  the  intelligence  which  had  been 
received,    one  would  imagine  the  government  of 
England  was  ftili  ignorant  of  the  enemy's  force  and 
deftination;  for  the  inftruflions  delivered  to  Admi- 
ral Byng  imported,  that,  on  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar, 
he  (hould  inquire  whether  any  French  fquadron  had 
palled  through  the  (traits*  and  that,  being  certified 
in  the  affirmative,  as  it  was  probably  defigned  for 
North-America,     he    (hould    immediately    detach 
Rear-Admiral  Weft  to  Louifoourg,  on  the  ifland 
of  Cape-Breton,  with  fuch  a  number  of  (hips,  as 
when  joined  with  thofe  at  Hallifax,  would  conftitute 
a  force  fuperior  to  the  armament  of  the  enemy. 
On  the  fecond  day  of  May,  Admiral  Byng  arrived 
at  Gibraltar,-  where  he  found  Captain  Edgecumbe, 
with  the  Princefs  Louifa  (hip  of  war,  and  a  (loop, 
who  informed  him  that  the  French  armament,  com- 
manded by  M.  de  la  Galidbnniere,    confiding  of 
thirteen  (hips  of  the  line,  with  a'  great  number  of 
tranfports,  naving  on  board  a  body  of  fifteen  thou* 
land  land-forces,    had  failed  from  Toylon  on  the 
tenth  day  of  April,  and  made  a  defcent  upon  the 
ifland  of  Minorca,  from  whence  he  (Captain  Edge- 
cumbe) had  been  obliged  to  retire  at  their  approach. 
General  Fowke,  who  commanded  at  Gibraltar,  had 
received  two  fucceffive  orders  from  the  Secretary  at 
War,  with  refpeft  to  his  fparing  a  battalion  of  troops 
to*  be  tranfported  by  Mr.  Byng,  a  as  reinforcement 
to  Minorca ;  but  as  the  two  orders  appeared  incon- 
liftent  or  equivocal,  a  council  of  war  was  confulted, 
and  the  majority  were  of  opinion  that  no  troops 
ihould  be  fent  from  thence  to  Minorca,   except  a 
detachment  to  fupply  the  deficiency  in  the  Ktde 
..    fquadron  of  Captain  Edgecumbe,  who  had  left  a 
good  number  of  his  feamen,  and  mariners,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Scroop,  to  aflift  in  the  defence 
of  Fort  St.  Philip's.  Theft?  articles  of  intelligence  the 
7  Admiral 
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Admiral  dUpatched  by, an  exprefs  to  the  Lords  ofcHAP. 
the  Admiralty,  and  in  his  letter  made  ufe  of  fome      v- 
impolitick.  expreflions,  which,  in  all  probability,  it^"-^^ 
would, have  been  well  for  him  had  he  omitted.     He 
iaid,  if  he  had  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  arrived  at 
Mahon  before  the  French  nad  landed,  he  flattered 
jiimfelf  he  (hould  have  been  able  to  prevent  their 
getting  a  footing  on  that  iflaruL     He  complained, 
that  there  were  no  magazines  in  Gibraltar  for  fupply- 
ing  the  fquadrdn  with  neceflaries;  that  the  careen- 
ing-wharfs,  pits,  and  ftore  houfes  were  entirely  de- 
cayed, fo  that  he  ihould  find  the  greateft  difficulty 
in  cleaning  the  (hips  that  were  foul;  and  this  was 
the  cafe  with  fome  of  thofe  he  carried  out  from 
England,  as  well  as  with  thofe  which  had  been  for 
fome  j  time  cruifing  in  the  Mediterranean.    He  fig- 
nified  his  opinion,  that,  even  if  it  {hould  be  found 
.practicable,  it  would  be  very  impolitick  to  throw 
any  pien  into  St.  Philip's  caftle,  which  could  not  be 
faved  without  a  land  force  fufficient  to  raife  the 
iiege;  therefore,  a  (mail  reinforcement  would  only 
add  fo  many  men  to  the  number  which  muft  fajl 
into  the  hanjds  of  the  enemy.    He  obferved,  that  fuch 
engineers  and  artillery-men  in  Gibraltar,  as  had  been 
at  Minorca,  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  im- 
poflible  to  tihrow  any  number  of  men  into  St.  thilip's, 
if  the. French  had  ere&ed  batteries  on  the  two  (hores 
.near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  fo  as  to  bar  all 
.patfage  up  to  the  fally-port  of  the  fortrefs;  and  with 
this  opinion  he  fignified  the  occurrence  of  his  own 
fentiment*.    The  firfl  part  of  this  letter  was  a  down- 
right impeachment  of  the  miniftry,  for  having  de- 
layed the  expedition,  for  having  fent  out  fhips^urifit 
for  fervice,  and  for  haying  negleded  the  magazines 
and  wharfs  at  Gibraltar.     In  the  latter  part  he  ieemed 
to  prepare  them,  /or  the  fubfequent  account  of  his 
n>iicondufft  and  mifcarriage.     It  cannot  be  fuppofed 
that  they  underwent  this  accufation  without  appre- 
henfion  and  refentment;   and  as  they  forefaw  the 

kk2  lofs 
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B  o  o^lofs  of  Minorca,  which  would  not  fail  to  excite  a 
ni*     national  clamour,  perhaps  they  now  began  to  take 

v^^meafures  for  gratifying  their  refentment,  and  trans- 
ferring the  blame  from  themfelves  to  the  perfon  who 
had  prefumed  to  hint  a  difapprobation  of  their  eon- 
du6l:  for  this  purpofe  they  could  not  have  found  a 
fairer  opportunity  than  Mr.  Byng's  fubfequent  beha- 
viour afforded. 

^  X.  The  Admiral  being  flrengthened  by  Mr. 
Edgecumbe,^and  reinforced  by  a  detachment  from 
the  garrifon,  fet  fail  from  Gibraltar  on  the  eighth 
day  of  May  and  was  joined  off  Majorca  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fhip  the  Phoenix,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Hervey,  who  confirmed  the  intelligence  he 
had'  already  received,  touching  the  ftrength  and 
deftination  of  the  French  fquadron.  When  he  ap- 
proached Minorca,  he  defcried  the  Britifh  colours 
Hill  flying  at  the  caftle  of  St.  Philip's,  and  feveral 
bomb  batteries  playing  upon  it  from  different  quan- 
ters  where  the .  French  banners  were  difplayed. 
Thus  informed,  he  detached  three  ihips  a-head,,  with 
Captain  Hervey,  to  reconnoitre  the  harbour's  mouth, 
and  land,  if  poffible,  a  letter  for  General  Blakeney, 
giving  him  to  underiland  the  fleet  was  come  to  his 
afliflance.  Before  this  attempt  could  be  made,  the 
French  fleet  appearing  to  the  fouth  eaft,  and  the 
wind  blowing  ftrong  off  fhore,  he  recalled  his  fhips, 
and  formed  the  line  of  battle.  About  fix:  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of  feventeen 
fhips,  thirteen  of  which  appeared  to  be  very  large, 
advanced  in  order*,  but  about  feveh  tacked,  with  a 
view  to  gain  the  weather-gage.  Mr.  Byng,  m  order 
to  preferve  that  advantage,  as  well  as  to  make  fure 
of  the  land  wind  in  the  morning,  followed  their 
example,  being  then  about  five  leagues  from  Cape- 
Mola.  At  day-light  the  enemy  coiild  not  be  de- 
fcried; but  two  tartanes  appearing  clofe  to  the  rear 
of  the  Englifh  fquadron,  they  were  immediately 
chafed  by*fignal.    One  efcaped,  and  the  other  being 
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taken,  was  found  to  have  on  board  two  French  cap-  chap. 
tains,  two  lieutenants,   and  about  an  hundred  pri-      v- 
vate  foldiers,   part  of  fix  hundred  who  had  been^-^^^ 
ient  out  in  tartanes  the  preceding  day,  to  reinforce 
the  enemy's  fquadron.     This  foon  re-appearing,  the 
line  of  battle  was  formed  on  each  fide,   and  about 
two  o'clock  Admiral  Byng  threw  out  a  fignal  to  bear 
away  two  points  from  the   wind  and  engage.     At 
this  time  his  diftance  from  the  enemy  was  lb  great, 
that  Rear- Admiral  Weft,  perceiving  it  impoflible  to 
comply  with  both  orders,  bore  away  with  his  divifion 
feven  points  from  the  wind,  and  clofing  down  upon 
the  enemy,  attacked  them  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  the  fhips  which  oppofed  him  were  in  a  little 
time  driven  out  of  the  line.     Had  he  been  properly 
fuftained  by  the  van,  in  all  probability  the  Britifh 
fleet  would  have  obtained  a  compleat  vidtory;    but 
the  other  divifion  did  not  -bear  down,  and  the  ene- 
my's  centre    keeping  that    ftation,    Rear-Admiral 
Weft  could  not  puriiie  his  advantage  without  run«- 
ning  the  rifque  of  feeing  his  communication  with 
the  reft  of  thfe  line  entirely  cut  off.     In  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  a&iop,  the  Intrepid,  in  Mr.  Byng's  di- 
vifion, was  fii  difabled  in  her  rigging,  that  ihe  could 
not  be  managed,  and  drove  on  the  ihip  that  was 
next  in  pofition;  a  circumftance  which  obliged  fe- 
deral others  to  throw  all  a-back,  in  order  to  avoid 
ponfufion,  and  for  fome  time  retarded  the  a6\ion. 
Certain  it  is,  that  Mr.  Byng,  though  accommodated 
with  a  noble  (hip  of  ninety  guns,  made  little  or  no 
ufe  of  his  artillery,  but  kept  aloof,   either  from  an 
overftrained  obfervance  of  difcipline,   or  timidity. 
When  his  Captain  exhorted  hini  to  bear  down  upon 
the  enemy,  he  very:  coolly  replied,   that  h£  would 
»void  the  error  of  Admiral  Matthews,  who,  ja  his 
engagement  with  the  French  and  Spanifh  fquadrons 
off  Toulon,  during  the  preceding  war,  had  broke 
the  line  by  his  own  precipitation,  and  expofed  him- 
self fingly  to  a  fire  that  he-  could  not  fuftain.     Mr. 
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ft  o  o  KByn£,  on  the  contrary,  was  determined  againft  a&- 
m-     ing,  except  with  the  line  entire;  and,  on  pretence  of 

^^^  rectifying  the  diforder  which  had  happened  among 
fome  of  the  (hips,  hefitated  fo  long,  and  kept  at 
fuch  a  wary  diftance,  that  he  never  was  properly  en- 
gaged, though  he  received  fome  few  thots  in  his 
hull.  M.  dc  la  Galiflbnniere  feemed  equally  averfe 
to  the  continuance  of  the  battle;  part  of  his  fqua- 
dron  had  been  fairly  obliged  to  qtiit  the  line ;  and 
though  he  was  rather  fuperior  to  the  Englifh  in 
number  of  men  and  weight  of  metal,  he  did  not 
choofc  to  abide  the  confequchce  of  a  clofer  fight  with 
an  enemy  fo  expert  in  naval  operation:  he,  there- 
fore,  took  advantage  of  Mr,  Byng's  hefitation,  and 
edged  away  with  an  eafy  fail  to  join  his  van,  which 
had  been  difcomfited.  The  £ngli(h  Admiral  gave 
chafe;  but  the  French  (hips  being  clean,  he  could 
not  come  up  and  clofe  them  again,  fo  they  retired 
at  their  leifure.  Then  he  put  his  fquadron  on  the 
other  tack,  in  order  to  keep  the  wand  of  the  ene- 
my; and  next  morning  they  were  altogether  out  of 
light.  . 

§  XI.  While  he  lay-to  with  the  reft  of  his  fleet, 
at  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  Mahon,  he  de- 
tached cruifers  to  look  for  fome  miffing  fhips,  which 
joined  him  accordingly,  and  made  an  inquiry  into 
the  condition  of  the  fquadron.  The  number  of 
killed  amounted  to  forty-two,  including^  Captain 
Andrews,. of  the  Defiance,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  fixty-eight  were  wounded  Three  of  the  capital 
fhips  were  fo  damaged  in  jheir  mafts,  that  they 
could  not  keep  the  fea,  with  any  regard  to  their 
fafety;  a  great  number  of  the  feamen  were  ill,  and 
there  was  no  veflel  which  could  be  converted  into 
an  hofpital  for  the  fick  and  wounded.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  Mr.  Byng  called  a  council  of  wii^,  at  which  the 
land  officers  were  prefent.  He  reprefenred  to  them, 
that  he  was  much  inferior  to  the  enemy  in  weight 
of  .metal  and  number' bf  men ;  "that  they* had  the 

advantage 
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advantage    of  fending  their  wounded  to  Minorca, c HAP. 
from  whence  at  the  lame  time  they  were  refreftied     v- 
and  reinforced  occafionally;  that,  in  his  opinion,  itv^£w 
was  impra&icable  to  relieve  St.  Philip's  fort,  and, 
therefore,  they  ought  to  make  the  belt  of  their  way 
back  to  Gibraltar,  which  might  require  immediate 
protection*    They  unanimouily  concurred  with  his    : 
fentiments,  and  thither  he  dire&ed  his  courfe  ac- 
cordingly.   How  he  came  to  be  fo  well  acquainted 
with  the  impracticability  of  relieving  General  Blake* 
ney,  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine,  as  no  experiment 
was  made  for  thatpurpofe.    Indeed,  the  negledt  of 
fuch  a  trial  feems  to  have  been  the  lead  excufabl* 
part    of  his   conduct;  for  it  afterwards    appeared, 
that  the  officers  and  foldiers  belonging  to  the  garrU 
fon  might  have  been  landed  at  the  (ally-port,  with* 
out  running   any  great   rifque;  and  a  gentleman, 
then  in  the  fort,   actually  pafled  and  repafied  in  a 
boat,  unhurt  by  any  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 

$  XII*  Mr.  Sync's  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  con- 
taining a  detail  of  this  adtioa,  is  (aid  to  have  arrived 
fomedays  before  it  was  made   publick;  and  when  it 
appeared,  was  curtailed  of  divers  expreffions,  and 
whole  paragraphs,  which  either  tended  to  his  own 
justification,  or  implied  a  cenfure  on  the  condu<ft  of 
his  fuperiore.    Whatever  ufe  might  have  been  iftade 
of  this  letter  while  it  remained  a  fecret  to  the  pub- 
lick  we  (hall  not  pretend  to  explain :  but  fure  it  is, 
that,    dh  the  fixtecnth    day  of  June,  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  and  Admiral  Saunders  failed  from  Spitbead 
to  Gibraltar,  to  fuperfede  the   Admirals  Byng  and 
Weft,  in  their   commands  of  the    Mediterranean 
fquadron;  and  Mr.  Byng's  letter  was  not  publifhed 
till  the  twfcnty-fixth  day  of  the  fame  month,  when  it 
produced  all  the  efte&  which  that  gentleman's  bit- 
tereft  enemies  could  have  defired.    The  populace 
took  fire  like  a  train  of  the  moll  hafty  combullibles, 
and  broke  out  into  fuch  a  clamour  of  rage  and  in- 
dignation againl*  the  devoted  Adwairal,  as  cevjd  not 

have 
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Boo  Khavc  been  exceeded  if  he  had  loft  the  whole  navy  of 
lJ^L,  England,  and  left  the  coafts  of  the  kingdom  naked 
1756,   to  invafion.     This-animofity  was  carefully  fomented 
and  maintained   by  artful  emifiaries,  who  mingled 
with  -all  puplick  afiemblies,  from  the  drawing-room 
at  St.  James's  to  the  mob  at  Charing-crofs.     They 
expatiated  upon  the  infolence,  the  folly,  the  cowardice, 
and   mifcondvuft  of  the  unhappy  Admiral.     They 
even   prefumed  to  make  their  Sovereign   in  fome 
meafure  an  inftrument  of  their  calumny,   by  lug- 
*  getting,  that  his  Majefty  had  prognofticated  Byng's 
mifbehaviour  from  the  contents  of  his  firfl  letter, 
dated  at  Gibraltar.     They  "ridiculed  and  refuted  the 
reafans  he  had  given  for  returning  to  that  fortrefs, 
after  his  fcandalous  rencounter  with  the  French  fqua*- 
droo;  and,  in  order  to   exafperate  them  to  the  mod 
implacable   refentment,  they  exaggerated  the  terri- 
ble .  confequences   of  lofing  Minorca,  which   muft 
now  be.  fubdued  through  his  treachery  or  want  of 
rftfpjution.     In  a  wbrd*  he  "was  devoted  as  the  fcape- 
goa*9f..the  miniftryj  to  whofe  fupine  negligence, 
igfl^fetfice,  and  mifcondu£,  the  lofs  of  that  impor- 
tant fptfatfs  was  undoubtedly  owing.     Byng's  mif- 
carriage  was  thrown  out  like  a  barrel  to  the  whale, 
in  order  rto  engage  the  attention  of  the  people,  that 
it  xwght  not  be  attracted  by  the  real-  caufe  of  the 
national  misfortune.     In  order  to  keep  up  the  flame 
which  had  been,  kindled  againftthe   Admiral,  re- 
Ooprfewas  had  to.  the  loweft  artifices.     Ageffts  were 
employed  to  villify  his  perfon  in  all  publick  places 
5*f  .yujgar  refbrt;  and  mobs  were  hired  at  different 
parts  of  the   capital  to    hang    and  burn  him  in 
effigy.- 

,  ^  £111.  the  two  officers  who  fucceeded  to  the 
.  command  in  the  Mediterranean,  weifc  accompanied 
by'  Lord  Tyrawley,  whom  his  Majefty  had  appointed 
to  fuperfede  General  Fowke  in  the  government  of 
Gibraltar,  that  gentleman  having  incurred  the  dif- 
pleafure  of.  the  muuUry^  ibr  not -having  underftood 

an 
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an    order  which*   was    unintelligible.*   By  the  femccHAR 
conveyance,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad-      v. 
miralty  was  tranfmitted  td  Mr.  Byng,  giving  him'M^£7*' 
notice  that  he  was  recalled.     To  this  intimation  he 
replied  in  fuch  a  manner  as  denoted  a  confciouiheftf 
of  having*  done  his  duty, .  and  a  laudable   defire  to 
vindicatchk  own  conduct.     His  anfwer  contained  a 
further  account  of  the  engagement  in  which  he  was* 
fuppofcd  to  have  mifbehaved,  intermixed  with  fomfe 
puerile   calculations  of  the  enemy's  fuperiority  in*  ' 

weight  of'  metal,    which'  fcrved  no  other  purpofe 
than  that  bf  expofing  his 'character  ftill  more  to  ridi- 
cule aiid  abufe;  and  hewasagairf  fo  impolitick  as' 
to   hazard'  certain  efcprfeffions,    which -added  frefh 
fud  to  the  refentment  cffhis  enemies.     Directions 
were  immediately  difpatched  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
that  Byng-  fhould  be  fent  home  in  anted;  and  an 
order  to  the  fame -pftirpbfe  was  lodged  at 'every  port 
in  the  kingdom:  Jprecautions,  which,  however,  un- 
•  neceflary  to  fecure  the  pfcrfon  fcf  a  man  who  longed 
ardently  to  juftify  his  character  by  a  publick  trial, 
were  yet  produ&ive  of 'considerable  effect  in  aug- 
menting the  popular  odium.     Admiral  Byng  im- 
mediately embarked  in  the  fhip  which  had  carried 
out  his    fucceflbr,    and  was  accompanied  by  Mr. 
'Weft,'  General  Fowke,  and  feveral  other  officers  of 
that  garrifon*  who  were  alfo  recalled,  in  confequence 
of  having  "fubfcribed  to  the  refult  of  thfc   council  of 
war,  which  we  have  mentioned  above:  •  When  they        ' 
arrived  in  England,  Mr.  Weft  met  with  fuch  a  gra- 
cious reception  fitim  his  Majefty  as  was  thought  due 
to  his  extraordinary  merit;  but  Mr.  Byng  was  com- 
mitted clofe  prifonef  in  an  apartment  of  Greonwich- 
Hofpitah  •.:.'*  .        - 

§  XIV.  In  the  mean  time,  the  iiegfc  of  St.  Phi- 
lip's fort  in  Minotta  J  Was  profedited  with  unremit- 
ting vigour.  The.artjiament  of  Toiilon,  confining 
of  the  fleet  commanded  dy  M.  de  la  ^Galiflbniiiere, 
and  the  troops  under  fh&  Duke  de* Richelieu,  arrived 

on 
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B  o  o  Ken  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  at  the  port  of  Chida- 
J"l  della,  on  that  part  of  the  ifland  oppofite  to  Mahon, 
ij|6.  or  St.  Philip's,  and  immediately  began  to  difem- 
bark  their  forces.  Two  days  before  they  reached 
the  ifland,  General  Blakeney  bad,  by  a  packet-boat, 
received  certain  intelligence  of  their  approach,  and 
began  to  make  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the 
caftle.  The  fort  which  he  commanded  was  very 
extenfivt,  furrounded  with  numerous  redoubts,  ra- 
velins, and  other  outworks  \  and  provided  with  fub- 
terranean  galleries*  mines,  and  traverfes*  cut  out  of 
the  folid  rock  with  includible  labour.  Upon  the 
whole,  this  Was  one  of  the  beft  fortified  places  in 
Europe,  Well  fupplied  with  artillery,  ammunition, 
and  provision;  and,  without  all  doubt,  might  have 
fuflairied  the  moft  defperate  fiege,  had  it  been  de- 
fended by  a  numerous  garrifon,  conducted  by  able 
engineers,  under  the  eye  and  aufpices  of  an  a&ive 
and  fkilfid  commander.  All  thefe  advantages,  how- 
ever, did  not  concur  on  this  occafion.  The  num- 
ber of  troops  in  Minorca  did  not  exceed  four  regi- 
ments, whereas  the  nature  of  the  works  required  at 
lcaft  double  the  number;  and,  even  of  thefe  above 
forty  officers  were  abfent.  The  chief  engineer  was 
rendered  lame  by  the  gout,  and  the  General  himfelf 
opprefled  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age.  The  na- 
tives of  the  ifland  might  have  been  fervkeable  as 
pioneers,  or  day-labourers,  but,  from  their  hatred  to 
the  Proteftant  religion,  they  were  generally  averfe  to 
the  Englifh  goYjeroment,  although  they  had  lived 
happily  and  grown  wealthy  Under  its  influence. 

$  XV,  The  governor  ordered  his  officers  to  beat 
up  for  volunteers  in- the  adjacent  town  of  St.  Philip's  i 
but  few  or  none  would  enlift  under  his  banners,  and 
it  feems  tie  wotild  tiot  venture  to  compel  them  into 
the  fervice,  He  readied  all  his  advanced  parties; 
and,  in  particular,  a  company  .potted  at  Fornelks, 
where  a  fmail  redoubt  had  been  raifed,  and  five 
Companies  at  Ciudadetta,  a  poft  fortified  with  two 

pieces 
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"^pibcei  of  cinhon,  whicff  toere  no#  withdrawn  ascHAR 
foon  as  the  enemy  begat*  ttf  difembark  their  forces.  v- 
At  the  fame  time  Majtfr  Cunningham  was  detached  ^n*!** 
with  &  party  to  break  down  the  bridges,  and  break 
ilp  th*  roads  between  that  place  arid  St.  Philip's) 
but  the  taik  of  deftroying  the  roads  could  not  be 
performed  in  fuch  a  hurry,  on  accottnt  of  the  hard 
rock  which  runs  along,  the  furface  of  the  ground 
through  this  whole  ifland ;  nor  was  there  time  to 
demolish  the  town  of  St.  Philip's,  which  flood  fo 
near  the  fort,  that  the  enemy  could  no*  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  its  neighbourhood.  The  ftreets  ftrved 
them  for  trenches,  which  otherwife  could  not  hare 
been  dug  through  the  folid  rock.  Here  they  made 
a  lodgment  clofe  to  the  works;  here  they  found 
convenient  barracks  and  quarters  of  refrefhmem, 
mafks  for  their  batteries,  and  an  efFe&dal  cdver  fot 
their  mortars  and  bombardiers.  The  General  haft 
been  blamed  for  leaving  the  town  (landing ;  but  if 
we  confider  his  uncertainty  concerning  the  defttna^ 
tion  of  the  French  armartient,  the  odious  hatufe  of 
fuch  a  precaution,  which  could  not  fail  to  eXafpe- 
rate  the  inhabitants,  and  the  impoffibiUty  of  execu- 
ting fuch  a  fcheme  after  the  firft  appearance  of  thi 
enemy,  he  will  be  found  excufable,  if  not  altogether 
blamelefs.  Some  houfes  and  windmills  wer£  actually 
demolifhed,  fo  As  to  clear  the  efplanade  arid  the 
approaches.  All  the  wine  in  the  cellars  of  St«  PhU 
lip's  town  was  deftroyed,  and  the  butts  were  carried 
into  the  caftle,  where  they  might  fehre  for  gabfenl 
and  trayerfes.  Five-and-twenty  Minorquin  bakers 
were  hired,  and  a  large  number  off  cattle  btota&ht 
into  the  fort,  for  the  benefit  bf  the  girrtfofc.  Tht 
ports  wete  walled  up,  the  ptffts  affignfed,  the  fertti- 
nels  placed,  and  all  the  different  guards  appointed. 
Commodore  Edgecumbe,  who  then  anchored  in  thi 
harbour  of  Mahon,  clofe  under  the  walls  of  the  caf- 
tle, failed  away  with  h&  little  fquadr6n,  cortfifting 
of  the  Ghefferfield,  Princefc  Lbuifa*  Portland,  and 

Dolphin, 
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100  jcDolphin,  after  hiving  left  all  his  marines,  a  detach^ 
HJ-     jnent  from  Gibraltar,  the  whole  crew  of  the  Porcu- 

^^"^pihe  floop,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Dolphin's,  as 
*  reinforcement  to  the  fort,,  under  the  immediate 
dire&ion  and  command  of.  Captain  Scroop,  of  the 
Dolphin,  who,  with  great  gallantry,    offered  him- 
felf  for  this  fevere  duty,  and  bravely  fignalifed  him- 
felf  during  the  whole  fiege.    The  French  Admiral 
might  certainly  have  blocked  up  this  harbour  in 
ibch  a  manner,  as  would  have  prevented  the  efcape 
of  thefe  lliips,  and  divers  other  rich  merchant  veflels, 
which  happened  then  to  be  at  Mafron  t  but,  in  all 
probability,  they  purpbfdy  allowed  them  to  abandon 
the  place,. which,  on  any  emergency,  or  aflault,  their 
crews  *ad- officers-  would   h^ve  considerably  rein* 
forced.     The  enemy  were  p$rfe#ly  acquainted  with 
the  great  extent  of  the  works,  and  the  weaknefs  of 
th$  garriibn,  from  which  circumtf  ance  they  derived 
the  moft  fanguine  hopes  that  the  place  n\ight  be  fud-r 
denly  taken  without  the  trouble  of  a  regular  fiege, 
After  Mr.  Edgegumbe  had  failed,  for  Gibraltar,  and 
General  Blftkeney  had  ordered  a  floop  to  be  funk  in 
the  channel  that  leads  to  the  harbour,  the  French 
fquadron  made  its  appearance  at  this  part  of  the 
ifland;  but*  ..without  having  attempted  any  thing 
againft    the .  fort,    fell    to  leeward   of   Cape-Mola, 
Next  day  they  came  in  fight  again,  but  foon  bore 
away,  and  never  afterwards,  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  fiegfi,  approached  fo  near  as  to  give  the  gsu> 
rifon  the  leaf!  difturbance. 

§  XVI.  On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  April,  the 
Governpr  fent  a  drummer  to  the  French  General 
with  a  letter,  defiring  to  know  his  reafons  for  invading 
the  ifland.  To  this  an  ai>fwpr  was  returned  by  the 
Puke  de  Richelieu,  declaring  he  was  come-with  in- 
« tention  to  reduce  the  ifland  under  the  dominion  of 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  by  way  of  retaliation 
for  the-  conduit  of  his  mailer,  who  had  feized  and 
detained  the  (hips  belonging  to  the  Kingof  France 

and 
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and  his  fubje&s.     If  we  may  judge  front  th*  firftCHAP. 
operations  of  this  nobleman,  he  was  but  indifferently  ^^^\^ 
provided  with  engineers :  for,  inftead  of  beginning     I7i$, 
his  approaches  on  the  fide  of  St.  Philip's  town,  clofe 
by  the  out- works,  where  he  might  have  been  fcreened 
from  the  fire  of  the  garrifon,  his  batteries  were  erect- 
ed at  Cape-Mola,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  harbour, 
where  they  were  more  expofed,  their  fire  much  lefi 
effe&ual,  and  indeed  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  be 
of  any  fervice.     The  fire  of  St.  Philip's  was  fo  fevercr, 
and  the  cannon  fo  well  ferved  on  tnis  quarter,  that 
in  a  little  time  the  enemy  thought  proper  to  change 
their  plan  of  attack,  and  advance  on  the  fide  of  St. 
Philip's  town,  which  ought  to  have  been  the  firft 
object  of  their  confideration,  efpecially  as  they  could 
find:  little  or  no  earth  to  fill  their  gabions,  and  open 
their  trenches  in  the  ufual  form.     On  the  twelfth  of 
May,  about  nine  at  night,  they  opened  two  bomb 
batteries,  near  the  place  where  the  windmills  had 
been  deftroyed ;  and  from  that  period  an  inceflant 
fire   was  kept  up  on  both  fides,  from  mortars  and 
cannon,  the  French  continuing  to  raife  new  batte- 
ries in  every  lituation  from  whence  thfey  could  annoy 
the  befieged. 

§  XVIL  On  the  feventeenth  day  of  the  month, 
the  garrifon  were  tranfported  with  joy  at  fight  of  the 
Britifh  fquadron,  commanded  by  Admiral  Byng; 
and  Mr.  Boyd,  commiflary  of  the  ftores,  ventured 
to  embark  in  a  fmall  boat,  with  fix  oars,  which 
pafled;  from  St.  Stephen's  cove,  a  creek  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  fortification,  through  a  (hower  of  cannon 
and  mufketry  from  rhe  enemy's  poft  on  the  other 
fide,  and  a&ually  reached  the  open  fea,  his  defign 
being  to  join  the  fquadron  ;  but  this  being  at  a  great 
diftance,  ftretching  away  to  the  fouthward,  and  Mr. 
Boydperceiving  himfelf  chafed  by  two  of  the  enemy's 
light  vefiels,  he  returned  by  the  fame  route  to  the 
garrifon,  without  having  fuftained  the  leaft  damage. 
A  circumftance  which  plainly  confutes  the  notion  of 
•    ."   2  Mr. 
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Boo  KMr.  Byng,  that  it  was  impta&icabte  to  open  a  com- 
^J^J^munication  with  the  garrilon  of  St.  I^Up's.    Next 
s75f .    day  the  hopes  of  the  befteged,  which  had  pmgnofti- 
cated  a  naval  viflory  to  the  Britifti  fquadron,    .a 
fpeedy  relief  to  themfelves,  and  no  lefs  than  capti- 
vity to  the  aflailants,  .were  confidcrably  damped  hj 
the  appearance  of  the  French  fleet,  which,  quietly 
returned  to  their  .fiation  off  /the  harbour  of  Mahon- 
That  fame  evening  they  were  told  by  a  deferter, 
that  the  £ngli(h  fleet  had  been  woffled  in  an  engage- 
ment by  M.  de  la<Galifibnniere ;  and  this  informa- 
tion was  foon  confirmed  by  a  general  discharge,  or 
feudejoie,  through  the  whole  French  camp,  to  cele- 
brate the.  victory  they  pretended  to  have  obtained. 
How  little  foever  *hey  had  reafon  Xo  boaft  of  any 
advantage  in  the  adtion,  the  retreat  of  the  tEnglifh 
fquadron  was  .undoubtedly  equivalent  to  a  vidory ; 
for  had  Mr.  Byng  acqijiredand  maintained . the  iu- 
periority  at  fea,  the  French  forces,  which  had -been 
difembarked  in  Minorca*  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war  to 
his  Britannick  Majefty.    The  cafe  was  now  .much 
altered  in  their  favour :  their  fquadron  cruifed  about 
the  ifland  without  moleftation:  and  they  daily  re- 
ceived, by  means  of  theirrtisnfports,  .reinforcements 
of  men  and  ammunition,  as  well  as  conftant.fupplies 
of  provifions. 

J  XVIII.  The  Englifh  garrifon,  .however  morri- 
at  finding  themfelves  thus  abandoned,  refolded, 
to  acquit  themfelves  with  gallantry  in  the  defence 
of  the  place,  not  without  fame  remaining  hope  that 
the  Englifh  fquadron  would  he. reinforced,  and.  re- 
turn to  their  relief  In  the  mean  time,  they  fufUincd 
.and  retorted  the  enemy's  fire  with  undaunted  refo- 
lution.  They  remounted  cannon,  the  carriages  of 
which  had  been  difabled :  they  removed  them  occa- 
sionally to .  places  from  whence  it  was  judged  they 
could  do  >  the  greateft  execution  :  they .  repaired 
breaches,  reilored  merlins,  and  laboured  .wxth.-fur- 

prifinj 
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prifing  alacrity,  even  when  they  were  furrounded  bye  H  A  p. 
the  numerous  batteries  of  the  foe;  when  their  em-  v* 
brafures,  and  even  the  parapets,  were  demoli(hedfv^^' 
and  they  flood  expofed  not  only  to  the  cannon  and 
mortars,  but  alfo  to  the  mufquetry,  which  fired 
upon  them,  without  cealing,  from  the  windows  of 
the  houfes  in  the  town  of  St.  Philip.  By  this  time, 
they  were  inverted  with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  and  plyed  inceflantly  from  fixty-two  battering 
cannon,  twenty-one  mortars,  and  four  howitzers, 
befides  the  fmall  arms:  neverthelefs,  the  lots  of  men 
within  the  fortrefs  was  very  inconfiderable,  the 
garrifon  being  moftly  fecured  in  the  fubterraneap 
works,  which  were  impenetrable  to  fliells  or  (hot, 
By  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  June  they  had  made  a 
pra&icable  breach  in  one  of  the  ravelins,  and  dama- 
ged the  other  outworks  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
determined  this  night  to  give  a  general  aflault* 
Accordingly,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven, 
they  advanced  to  the  attack  from  all  quarters  on  the 
land  fide.  At  the  fame  time  a  ifrong  detachment, 
in  armed  boats,  attempted  to  force  the  harbour, 
and  penetrate  into  the  creek,  called  St.  Stephen's 
Cove,  to  ftorm  Fort  Charles,  and  fecond  the  attack 
upon  Fort  Marlborough,  on  the  farther  fide  of  the 
creek,  the  moft  detached  of  all  the  outworks.  The 
enemy  advanced  with  great  intrepidity,  and  their 
commander,  the  Duke  <te  (Richelieu,  is  faid  to  have 
led  them  up  the  wtoks  in  perfon.  Such  an 
aflault  could  not  but  be  attended  with  great  daugh- 
ter; they  were  mowed  down,  as  they  approached, 
with  grape  fhot  and  mufquetry:  and  feveral  mines 
were  fprung  with  great  effeft,  fo  that  the  glacis  was 
almoft  covered  with  the  dying  and  the  dead.  Ne- 
verthelefs, they  perfevered  with  uncommon  refolu- 
tion;  and,  though  repulfed  on  every  other  »fide,  at 
length  made  a  lodgement  in  the  Queen's  redoubt, 
which  had  been  greatly  damaged  by  their  cannon. 
Whether  their  fuccefs  in  this  quarter  «was  owing  to 
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B  o  o  K  the  weakncfs  of  the  place,  cfr  to  the  tirtikiity  oftht 
^J!^^  defender;  certain  it  is,  the  enemy  were  in  poflefiion 
„56.     before  it  was  known  to  the  officers  of  the  garriion; 
for  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jeffries,  the  fecond  in  com- 
mand, who  had  acquitted  hfimfelffince  the?  beginning 
of  the  fiege  with  equal  courage,  iktll,  afad  activity, 
1      in  his  vifitation  of  this  poft;  was  fuddenly  furrounded 
and  taken  by  a  .file  of  French  grenadiers,  at  a  time 
when  he  never  dreamed  they  had  made  a  lodgment. 
Major  Cunningham,  who  accompanied  him,    met 
with  a  feverer  fate,  though  he  efcaped  captivity;  he 
was  run  through  the  arm  with  a  bayonet,  and  the 
piece"  being  difcharged  at  the  fame  time,  fhattered 
the  bones  of  his  hand  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  was 
maimed  for  life.     In  this  fhocking  condition  he  re- 
tired behind  a  traverfe,  and  was  carried  home  to  his 
quarters.     Thus  the  Govenor  was  deprived   of  his 
.two  principal  affiftants,  one  being  taken,  and  the 
other  difabled. 

$  XIX.  The  enemy  having  made  themfelves 
matters  of  Anftruther's  and  the  Queen's  redoubts, 
from  which  perhaps  they  might  have  been  diilodged, 
had  a  vigorous  effort  been  made  for  that  purpofe, 
before  they  had  leifure  to  fecure  themfelves,  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu  ordered  a  parley  to  be  beat,  in 
order  to  obtain  permiffion  to  bury  the  dead,  and 
remove  the  wounded.  This  requeft  was  granted 
with  more  humanity  than  difcretion,  inafmuch  as  the 
enemy  took  this  opportunity  to  throw  a  reinforce- 
ment of  men  privately  into  the  places  where  the 
lodgments  had  been  made,  and  thefe  penetrated 
into  the  gallery  of  the  mines,  which  communicated 
with  all  the  otner  outworks.  During  this  fhort  ceila- 
tion,  General  Blakeney  fummoned  a  council  of 
war  to  deliberate  upon  the  ftate  of  the  fort  and  gar- 
rifon;  and  the  majority  declared  for  a  capitulation. 
The  works  were  irf  many  places  ruined;  the  body 
of  the  caftle  was  fhattered;  many  guns  were  dif- 
jDounted,  the  imbraftCres  and  parapets  demolished, 

the 
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the  pallifadoes  broke  in  pieces,  the  garrifon  exhauft-c  H  \P. 
ed  with  hard  duty  and  inceflant  watching,  and  thc^^JJv^^ 
enemy  in  pofleflion  of  the  fubterranean  communica-    ,7S6. 
tions.     Befides,  the  Governor  had  received  informa- 
tion from  Prifoners,    that  the  Duke  de  Richelieu 
was  alarmed  by  a  report  that'  the  Marfhal  Duke  de 
Belleifle  would  be  fent  to  fuperfede  him  in  the  com- 
mand, and  for  that  reafon  would  hazard  another 
defperate  aflault,  which  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  the  garrifon  could  not  fuftain.     Thefe  con- 
fiderations,  added  to  the  defpair  of  being  relieved, 
induced  him  toxdemand  a  capitulation.     But    this 
meafure  was  not  taken  with  the  unanimous  confent 
of  the  counfel.     Some  officers  obferved,  that  the 
garrifon  was  very  little  diminiflied,  and  ftill  in  good 
fpirits  :  that  no  breach  was  made  in  the  body  of  the 
caftle,    nor  a  tingle  cannon  ere&ed  to  batter  in 
breach  :  that  the  lofs  of  an  outwork  was  never  deem- 
ed a  fufficient  reafon  for  furrendeong  fuch  a  fortrefs : 
that  the  counterfcarp  was  not  yet  taken,    nor,  on 
account  of  the  rocky  foil,  could  be  taken,  except 
by  aflau|t,  wjhich  would  coft  the  enemy  a  greater 
number  thari  they  had  loft  in  their  late  attempt : 
that  they  could  not  attack  the  ditch,  or  batter  in 
breach,    before  the  counterfcarp  fhould  be  taken, 
and  even  then  they  muft  have  recourfe  to  galleries 
before  they  could  pafs  the  fofle,  which  was  furniflied 
with   ipines  and  countermines:    finally,  they  fug- 
gefted,  that  in  all  probability  the  Britifh  fquadron 
would  be  reinforced,  and  fail  back  to  their  relief ; 
or,  if  it  fhould  not  return,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Governor  tt>  defend  the  place  to  extremity,  without 
having  any<  regard  to  the  confequences.     Thefe  re- 
marks bein£  over-ruled;  the  chamade  was  beat,  a 
conference  enfued,  and  very  honourable  conditions 
were  granted  to  the  garrifon,  in  confideration  of  the 
gallant  defence  they  had  made.    This,  it  mufl  be 
owned  was  vigorous  while  it  lafted,  as  the  French 
General  was  faid  to  have  loft  five  thoufand  men  in 
vol.  in*  Ll  the 
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B  o  o  Kthe  fiege  ;  whereas  the  lofs  of  the  garrifon,  which  at 
^J^^-  firft  fell  fhort  of  three  thoufand  men,  did  not  exceed 
1?56  one  hundred.  The  capitulation  imported,  that  the 
garrifon  fhould  march  out  with  all  the  honours  of 
war,  and  be  conveyed '  by  fea  to  Gibraltar.  The 
French  were  put  in  pofleffion  of  one  gate,  as  well 
as  Fort-Charles  and  Marlborough4  redoubt :  but  the 
Englifh  troops  remained  in  the  other  works  till  the 
feventh  day  of  July,  when  they  embarked.  In  the 
mean  time  reciprocal  civilities  pafled  between  the 
commanders  and  officers  df  both  nations. 

§  XX.  The  articles  of  capitulation  were  no  fooner 
executed,  than  Monfieur  de  la  Galiflbnniere  failed 
back  to  Toulon,  with  all  the  prizes  which  had  lain 
at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Mahon,  fince  the  fort  of 
St.  Philip  was  firft  inverted.  In  all  probability,  the 
fafety  of  himfelf  and  his  whole  fquadron  was  owing 
to  this  expeditious  retreat;  for  in  a  few  days  after 
the  furrender  of  the  fort,  Sir  Edward  Hawke's  fleet, 
augmented  by  five  fhips  of  the  line,  which  had  been 
fent  from  England,  when  the  firft  tidings  arrived  of 
Minorca's  being  invaded,  now  made  'its  appearance 
off  the  ifland  :  but  by  this  time  Galiflbnniere  was 
retired,  and  the  Englith  Admiral  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  fee  the  French  colours  flying  upon  St.  Philip's 
caflle.  What,  perhaps,  chagrined  this  gallant  offi- 
cer (till  more,  he  was  not  provided  with,  frigates, 
(loops,  and  fmall  craft  to  crtnle  round  the  ifland,  and 
intercept  the  fupplies  which  were  daily  fent  to  the 
enemy.  Had  he  reached  Minorca  fooner,  he  might 
have  difcomfited  the  French  fquadron  ;  but  he  could 
not  have  raifed  the  fiege  of  St.  Philip's,  becaufe 
the  Duke  de  Richelieu  had  received  his  reinforce- 
ments, and  fuch  a  train  of  artillery  as  no  fortifica- 
tion could  long  withftand.  Indeed,  if  the  garrifon 
had  been  confiderably  reinforced,  and  the  commu- 
nication with  it  opened  by  fea,  the  defence  would 
have  been  protradted,  and  fo  many  vigorous  fellies 
7  might 
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might  have  been  made,  that  the  afiailants  would  chap. 
have  had  caufe  to  repent  of  their  enterprize.  \^J^^j 

§  XXI.  When   the  news  of  this  conqueft  was^^6^ 
brought  to  Verfailles,  by  the  Count  of  Egmont, 
whom  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  had  difpatched  for 
that  purpofe,  the  people  of  France  were  tranfported 
with  the  moil  extravagant  joy.     Nothing  was  feen 
but  triumphs  and  procefiipns ;  nothing  heard   but 
anthems,    congratulations,  and  hyperbolical  enco- 
miums upon  the  conqueror  of  Minorca,  who  was 
celebrated  in  a  thoufand  poems  and  ftudied  orations  ; 
while  the  condudt  of  the  Englifti  was  vilified  and 
ridiculed  in  ballads,  farces,  and  pafquinades.     No- 
thing more  argues  the  degeneracy  of  a  warlike  nation 
than  the  pride  of  fuch  mean  *riuipph,  for  an  advan- 
tage, which,  in  more  vigorous  times,  would  fcarce 
have  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  ceremony  of  a  Te 
Deum  Laudamus.     Nor  is  this  childWh  exultation, 
that  difgraces  the  laurels  of  vidtory,  confined  to  the 
kingdom  of  France.     Truth  obliges  us  to  own,  that 
even  the  fubje&s  of  Great-Britain  are  apt  to  be  ele- 
vated by  fuc'cefs  into  an  illiberal  infolence  of  felf- 
applaufe,  and  contemptuous  comparifon.    This  mull 
be   condemned  as  a  proof  of  unmanly  arrogance, 
and  abfurd  felf-conceit,  by  all  thofe  who  coolly  re- 
flect, that  the  events  of  war  generally,  if  not  always, 
depend  upon  the  genius  or  mifconduft  of  one  indi- 
vidual.    The  lofs  of  Minorca  was  feverely  felt  in 
England,  as  a  national  difgrace;    but,    infiead  of 
producing  dejedtion  and  defpondence,  it  excited  an 
univerfal  clamour  of  rage  and  refentment,  not  only 
agairift  Mr.  Byng,    who  had    retreated   from    the 
French  fquadron  ;  but  alfo  in  reproach  of  the  admi- 
nistration, which  was  taxed  with  having  negle&ed 
the  fecurity  of   Minorca.      Nay,    forae  politicians 
were  inflamed  into  a  fufpicion,  that  this  important 
place  had  been  negatively  betrayed  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  that  in  cafe  the  arms  of  Great- Britain 
fhouid  profper  in  other  parts  of   the  world,    the 
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BOO  KFrench  King  might  have  fome  fort  of  equivalent  to 
%}J\^  reftore  for  the  conquefts  which  fhould  be  abandon- 
J7$6#  ed  at  the  peace.  This  notion,  however,  feems  to 
have  been  conceived  from  prejudice  and  party,  which 
now  began  to  appear  with  the  moft  acrimoriiotis  af- 
pc&,  not  only  throughout  the  united  kingdoms  in 
general,  but  even  in  the  Sovereign's  councils. 

§  XXII.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  being  difappointed 
in  his  hope  of  encountering  La  Galiftbnniere,  and 
relieving  the  Englifh  garrifon  of  St.  Philip's,  at  leaft 
aflerted  the  empire  of  Great-Britain  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, by  annoying  the  commerce  of  the  enemy, 
and  blocking  up  the  fquadron  in  the  harbour  of 
1  Toulon.  Underftanding  that  the  Auftrian  Govern- 
ment at  Leghorn  had  detained  an  Englifh  privateer, 
and  imprifoned  the  Captain,  on  pretence  that  he  had 
violated  the  neutrality  of  the  port,  he  detached 
two  (hips -of  war,  toinfift,  in  a  peremptory  manner, 
on  the  releafe  of  the  fhip,  effects,  crew,  and  Cap- 
tain ;  and  they  thought  proper  to  comply  with  his 
demand,  even  without  waiting  for  orders  from  the 
Court  of  Vienna.  The  pcrfon  in  whofe  behalf  the 
Admiral  thus  interpofed,  was  one  Fortunatus 
Wright,  a  native  of  Liverpool;  who,  though  a 
flranger  to  a  fea-life,  had,  in  the  lalt  war,  equip- 
ped a  privateer,  and  dillinguifhcd  himfelf  in  fuch  a 
manner,  by  his  uncommon  vigilance  and  valour, 
thatr  if  he  had  been  indulged  with  a  command  fuit- 
able  to  his  genius,  he  would  have  deferred  as  ho- 
nourable a  place  in  the  annals  of  the  navy,  as  that 
which  the  French  have  beftowed  upon  their  boafted 
Guai  Trouin,  Du  Bart,  and  Thurot.  An  uncom- 
mon exertion  of  fpirit  was  the  occafion  of  his  being 
detained  at  this  jun&ure.  While  he  lay  at  anchor  in 
the  harbour  of  Leghorn,  Commander  of  the  St. 
George  privateer  of  Liverpool,  a  fmall  fhip  of  twelve 
guns  and  eighty  men,  a  large  French  xebequc, 
mounted  with  lixteen  cannon,  and  nearly  three  times 
die  number  of  hi<6  complement,  chofe  her  ftation  in 
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view  of  the  harbour,  in  order  to  interrupt  the  Bri-r  chap. 
tifh    commerce.    The  '  gallant  Wright  could    not,J^_, 
endure  this  infult:  notwithftanding  the  enemy's  fu-     I?5^ 
periority  in  metal  and  number  of  men,  he  weighed 
anchor,  hoifted  his  fails,  engaged  him  within  fight 
of  the  (hore,  and  after  a  very  obftinate  difpute,  in 
which  the  Captain,  Lieutenant,  and  above  threefcore 
of  the  men  belonging  to  the  xebeque  were  killed  on 
the  fpot,  he  obliged  them  to  fheer-off"  and  returned 
to    the    harbour    in  triumph.     This   brave    corfair 
would,  no  doubt,  have  fignalifed  himfelf  by  many 
other  exploits,  had  he  not,  in  the  fequel,  been  over- 
taken in  the  midft  of  his  career  by  a  dreadful  ftorm, 
in  which  the  ftjip  foundering,  he  and  ^11  his  crew 
perilhed. 

§  XXIII.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  having  fcoured 
the  Mediterranean,  and  infulted  the  enemy's  ports,  rer 
turned  with  the  homeward-bound  trade  to  Gibraltar; 
from  whence,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  he 
fet  fail  for  England  with  part  of  his  fquadyon,  leav- 
ing thp  reft  in  that  bay,  for  the  prote&ion  of  our 
commerce,  which,  in  thofe  parts,  foqn  began  to  fuffer 
extremely  from  French  privateers,  that  now  fwarmed 
in  the  Mediterranean.  General  Blakeney  had  arrived, 
with  the  garriion  of  Minorca,  at  Portfmouth,  in 
the  month  of  November  and  been  received  with 
expreflions  of  tumultuous  joy":  "every  place  through 
which  he  pafled  celebrated  his  Teturn  with  bonfires, 
illuminations,  bell-ringing,  and  acclamations :  every 
mouth  was  open  in  his  praife,  extolling  him  for 
the- gallant  defence  he  had  made  in  the  caftle  of  St. 
Philip.  In  a  word,  the  people's  veneration  for 
Blakeney  increafed  in  prpportion  to  their  abhorrence 
of  Byng  :  the  firft  was  lifted  into  an  idol  of  admira- 
tion, while  the  other  funk  into  an  object  of  reproach  ; 
and  they  were  viewed  at  different  ends  ot  a  falfe 
perfpe&ive,  through  the  medium  of  prejudice  and 
paffion;  of  a  perfpe&ive  artfully  contrived,  and 
applied  by  certain  minifters  for  the  purpofes  of  ielf- 
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Kintereft  and  deceit.     The  Sovereign  is  faid  to  have 

been  influenced  by  the  prepofleffion  of  the  f 1. 

Mr.  Blakeney  met  with  a  gracious  reception  from 
his  Majefty,  who  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  an  Irifh 
Baron,  in  confideration  of.  his  faithful  fcrvices; 
while  fome  malcontents  murmured  at  this  mark  of 
favour,  as  an  unreafonable  facrifice  to  popular  mif- 
apprehenfion. 

$  XXIV.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year^  the  mea- 
fures  taken  by  the  Government  in  England  feem  to 
have  been  chiefly  di&ated  by  the  dread  of  an  inva- 
fion,  from  which  the  minifters  did  not  think  them- 
felves  fecure  by  the  guard-fhips  and  cruifers  on 
different  parts  of  the  coaft,  or  the  funding  army  of 
the  kingdom,  though  reinforced  by  the  two  bodies 
of  German  auxiliaries.  A  confiderable  number  of 
hew  troops  was  levied ;  the  fuccefs  in  recruiting  was 
not  only  promoted  by  the  land-holders  throughout 
the  kingdom,  who  thought  their  eftates  were  at 
ftake,  and  for  that  reafon  encouraged  their  depen- 
dents to  engage  in  the  fervice;  but  alfo  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  a  dearth  of  corn,  which  reduced 
the  lower  clafs  of  labourers  to  fuch  diftrefs,  that 
fome  infurredions  were  raifed,  and  many  inlifted 
with  a  view  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  which  othenvife 
they  could  not  earn.  New  fhips  of  war  were  built, 
and  daily  put  in  commiflion  ;  but  it  was  found  im- 
practicable to  man  them,  without  having  recourfe  to 
the  odious  and  illegal  pradtice  of  impreffing  failors, 
which  muft  always  be  a  reproach  to  every  free  peo- 
ple. Notwithftanding  large  bounties,  granted  by  the 
government  to  volunteers,  it  wis  found  neceflary  to 
lay  an  embargo  upon  all  fhipping,  and  imprefs  all 
'the  feamen  that  could  be  found,  without  any  regard 
to  former  protections ;  fo  that  all  the  merchant  fhips 
were  (tripped  of  their  hands  and  foreign  commerce 
for  fome  time  wholy  fufpended.  Nay,  the  expedi- 
ent of  compelling  men  into  the  fervice  was  carried 
"to  an  unufual  degree  of  oppreffion  ;  for  rewards  were 
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publickly  offered  to  thofe  who  (hould  difcover  where  c  h  a  p. 
any  feamen  lay  concealed :  fo  that  thofe  unhappy  peo-      v- 
pie  were  in  fome  refpe<Sts  treated  like  felons,  dragged  ^^^ 
from  their  families  and  connections  to  confinement, 
mutilation,  and  death,  and  totally  cut  oft'  from,  the 
enjoyment  of  that  liberty,  which,  perhaps,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  lives,  their  own  arms  had  helped  tp 
preferve,  in  favour  of  their  ungrateful  country,* 

§  XXV.  About  eighty  (hips  of  the  line  and  three- 
fcore  frigates  were  already  equipped,  and  confider- 
able  bodies  of  land-forces  aflembled,  when,  on  the 
third  day  of  February,  a  proclamation  was  iflued, 
requiring  all  officers,  civil  *nd  military,  uppn  the 
firft  appearance  of  any  houile  attempt  to  lai^d  upon 
the  coalb  of  the  kingdom,  iipmediateljr  to  caufe  all 
horfes,  oxen,  or  cattle,  which  might  be  fit  for  draught 
or  burthen,  and  not  actually  employed  in  the  King's 
{ervice,  or  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  alio 
(fo  far  as  might  be  practicable)  all  other  cattle  and 
provifions,  to  be  driven  and  removed  twenty  miles 
at  leaft  from  the  place  where  fuch  hoftile  attempt 
fhould  be  made,  and  to  fecure  the  fame,  fo  as  that 
they  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  or  power  of  thofe 
who  fhould  make  fuch  attempt:  regard  being  had, 
however,  that  the  refpedlive  owners  fhould  fufFer 
as  little  damage  as  might  be  confident  with  the  pub- 
lick  fafety. 

^  XXVI.    As  the   miniftry  were  determined   to 
make  their  chief  efforts  againft  the  enemy  in  North- 
America,  where  the  firft  hoftilities  had  been  com-     - 
mitted,  and  where  the  ftrongeft  impreflion  could  be 

•  At  this  juncture,  a  number  of  publick  fpirited  merchants  of  the 
-  CJiy  of  London,  and  otiieis,  for.ned  themfelves  ill  a  very  laudable 
affociation,  under  the  name  of  the  Marine  Society,  and  contributed 
confiderable  fums  of  money  for  equipping  fuch  orphans,  friend  lei's, 
and  forlorn  b.oys,  as  were  willing  to  engage  in  the  fervice  of  the  navy. 
In  confeqoence  of  this  excellent  phm,  which  was  executed/vith  equal 
seal  and  discretion,  many  thoufands  were  refcued  from  mifery,  and 
rendered  uieful  members  of  that  fociery,  of  which  they  muft  have 
been  the  bane  and  reproach,  without  this  humane  interpolation. 

made, 
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B(ii?  Kma^   a  detachment    of  two    regiments  was  fent 
i^^IX*/  thither  under  the  condud  of  G-eliorai  AbercroraJbie, 
1756.    Jappointed  as  fucceflbr  to  General  Shkky,    whom 
they  recalled,  as  a  perfon  no  ways  qualified  to  con- 
duct   military    operations:  nor,  indeed*  coukJ   a/iy 
fuccefs  in  war  be  expeded  from  a  man  who  had  not 
been  trained  to  arms,  nor  ever  a&ed  but  ima  civil 
capacity.     But  the  command  in   chief  of  all  tbe 
forces  in  America  was  conferred  upon  the  F^yl  of 
Loudoun,  a  nobleman  of  an  amiable  character,  who 
had  already  diftinguiftied  himfelf  in  the  fervicc  of 
his  country.     Over  and  above  this  command,  be 
was    now  appointed    Governor    of    Virgiaia^     and 
Colonel  of  a  Royal  American  regiment,,  confifting 
of  four  battalions,  to  be  raifed  in  that  country,  and 
dtfciplined  by  officers  of  experience,   invited  from 
foreign  fervice.  *  Mr.  Abercrombie  fet  fail  for-  Ame- 
rica in  March;  but  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  who* di- 
rected   in  chief  the   plan  of  operations,    and  was 
vetted  with  power  and  authortty  little  inferior  to  thofe 
of  a  Viceroy,  did  not  embark  till  the  latter  end. of 
May. 

$  XXVN.  All  thefe  previous  meafures  being 
taken,  his  Majefty,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  month, 
thought  proper  to  publifh  a  declaration  of  war* 

againft 

•  When  the  French  Ambaflador  returned  to  London,  he  propofrd 

that  order*  would  be   immediately  dilpatched  to  tne  Engliffi  Gover- 

non  in  America,  with  exprefs  orders  to  defift  from  any  new  under- 

■•   taking,  and   all  acts  of  hoftility;  but   with   regard  to  the  lands  en 

-  tbe  Ohio,  to  pur,    without  delay,    matters  on  the  fame   footing  in 

-  which  they  flood  before  the  late  war,  that  the  refpefitve  chtims  of 
feoth  nations  might  be  amicably  referred  to  the  Commiflaries  at  Paris. 

•  The  Britifh  Court  agreed  to  the  ceflfation  of  hostilities,  and  the  dif- 
cuflkm  of  the  difputes  hy  ihe   minifters  of  the  two  crowns,  on  cop- 

1  dkion  that  alJ  the  pofleflfon*  in  America  mould  be  previoufly 
put  in.  the  fituation  prefcribed  bv  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  con- 
firmed   by  that    of    Aix-la- Chapel fe.     The    French    miniftry,   in* 

•  fead  of  complying  with  this  condition,  produced  an  erafive  draft 
of  a  preliminary  convention,  and  this  was  anfwered  by  a  counter* 
propoft):  At  length  the  Ambaflador  of  France  demanded,  a*  pre- 
liminary conditions,  that  Great-Britain  would  renounce  all  claim  to 
the  iouih  coaft  of  the  river  ot.  Lawrence,  and  the  lakes  that  difchargt 

themfclm 
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againft  the  French  King,  importing,  that,  fince  thec  hap. 
treaty  of  Aix-Ja*Chapelle,,the  ufurpations  and  en-  v. 
croachmeats  made  upon  the  Britifh  territories,  ins^^J 
America,  had  been  notorious:  That  his  Britannick 
Majefty  had,  in  divers  ferious  reprefentation*  to  the 
Court  of  Verfailles,  complained  of  thefe  repeated 
a<fts  of  tiolence,  and  demanded  (atisfa&ion;  but 
notwithftanding  the  repeated  aflurances  given  by  the 
French  King,  that  every  thing  fhoidd  be  fettled 
agreeably  to  the  treaties  fubfiittng  between  the  two 
crowns,  and  particularly  that  the  evacation  of  the 
four  neutral  lflands  in  the  Weft-Indies  fhpuld  be 
effected,  the  execution  of  thefe  aflurances,  and  of 
the  treaties  on  which  they  were  founded,  had  been 
.evaded  under  the  mod  frivolous  pretences:  Tliat  the 
unjuitiftable  practices  of  the  French  Governors,  and 
officers  ailing  under  their  authority,  were  flill  con- 
tinued, until  they  broke  out  in  open  ads  of  hoftility 

themfclve*  into  that  river  |  cede  to  the  French  tweoty  league*  of 
country  lying  along  the  river  of  Fundy,  which  difcovers  Acadia,  or 
Nova-Scotia;  and  all' the  land  between  the  rivers   Ohio  and   Ona- 


•bfervedy  that  even  at  this  very  opening  of  the  commiflion  eJUbliihcd 
in- Pari*,  for  terminating  amicably  the  difputes  in  North -America, 
the  French  invaded  Nova-Scotia,  ereded  three  forti  in  the  heart  of 
that  Province,  and  would  have  deftroyed  the  Englifli  fettlemcnts  at 
Halifax,  had  they  not  been  prevented  :  That  the  like  hoftilities  were 
committed  upon  hit  Britannick  Majefty**  fubje&t  on  the  Ohio  and 
Indian  lakes,  where  the  Governors  appointed  by  the  French  King, 
without  any  fliadow  of  right,  prohibited  the  Engliih  from  trading} 
feifed  their  traders  by  force,  and  fent  them  prifoners  to  France; 
invaded  the  territories  of  Virginia,  attacked  a  fort  that  covered  its 
frontier,  and  to  fee u re  their  ufurpations,  erected  with  an  armed  force, 
a  chain  of  forts  on  the  lands  which  they  had  invaded :  that  his 
Britannick  Majefty  bad  complained  of  thefe  hoftilities  to  the  Court  of 
Verfailles,  but  without  effect  $  fo  that  be  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his  fob j efts  j  and  as  the  encroachments 
made  by  France  were  hoitile,  it  could  ever  be  unlawful,  or  irrecon- 
cileable  with  the  aflurance  of  his  Majcfty's  peaceable  difpofition,  to 
repel  an  aggreuor;  and  that  the  fame  motive  of  felf-defence  bad 
forced  Tiim  to  feife  the  French  ihips  and  failors,  in  order  to  deprive 
that  Court  of  the  means  of  making  an  invafion,  with  which  their  mi- 
nifters  inall  the  courts  of  Europe  had  menaced  England. 

in 
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B  o  o  Kin  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-foor; 

yJ^Lj  when,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  without  any  declare- 
m^  tion  of  war,  without  any  previous  notice  given,  or 
application  made,  a  body  of  French  troops,  com- 
manded by  an  officer  bearing  the  French  King's  com- 
million,    attacked  in  an  hoftile  manner,  and  took 

S)fieffion  of  an  Engliih  fort  on  the  river  Ohio,  in 
orth- America:  The  great  naval  armaments  were 
prepared  in  the  ports  of  Prance,  and  a  confiderable 
Dody  of  French  troops  embarked  for  that  country: 
That  although    the  French  Ambaflador  was   fent 
back  to  England  with  fpecious  profeffions  of  a  de- 
lire  to  accommodate  thefe  differences,  it  appeared 
their  real  deiign  was  only  to  amufe  and  gain  time  for 
the  paflage  of  thefe  fupplies  and  re-inforccments, 
which  they  hoped  would  fccure  the  fuperiority  of  the 
French  forces  in  America,  and  enable  them  to  carry 
their  ambitious  and  qppreffive  projeSs  into  execu- 
tion.   That  in  confequence  of  the  juft  and  neceflary 
meafures  taken  by  the    King  of  Great-Britain  for 
preventing  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  dangerous  defign, 
the  French  Ambaflador  was  immediately  recalled 
from    England,  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  were 
enlarged,  great  bodies  of  troops  marched  down  to 
•  the  fea-coafts  of  France,  and  the  Britifh  dominions 
threatened  with  an  invafion :  That  though  the  King 
of  England,  in  order  to  fruftrate  thefe  intentions, 
had  given  orders  for  feifing  at  fea  the  fhipsofthe 
French  King  and  his  fubje&s,  yet  he  had  hitherto 
contented  himfelf  with  detaining  thofe  fhips  which 
had  been  taken;  ahd  preferving  their  cargoes  entire, 
'  ifcithout  proceeding  to  confifcation;  but  it  being  at 
laft  evident  from  the  hoftile  invafion  of  Minorca, 
that  the  Court  of  Verfailles  was  determined  to  reject 
all  propofals  of  accommodation,  and  carry  on  the 
war  witn  the  utmoft  violence,  his  Britannick  Majefly 
could  no  longer  confidently   with  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  welfare  of  his  fubjecls,  remain  within 
*  thofe  bounds,  which,  from  a  defire  of  peace  he  had 

hitherto 
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hitherto  obfcrved.     A  denunciation  of  war  followed  c  hap, 
in    the  ufual   form,    and  was   concluded  with  an     VV-J 
afliirance,  that  all  the  French  fubjedts  refiding  in^^^* 
Great-Britain  arid  Ireland,  who  fhould  demean  them- 
felves  dutifully  to  the  government,  might  depend 
upon  its  protection,  and  be  fafe  in  their  perfons  and 
eflfe&s. 

§  XXVIII.  In  the  beginning  of  June  the  French 
King  declared  war  in  his  tarn  againft  his  Britannicfc 
Majefty,  and  his  declaration  was  couched  iff  terms  of 
titicommon  afperity.    He  artfully  threw  a  fhade  over 
the  beginning  of  hoftilities  in  North-America,  re*- 
ferring  to  a  memorial  which  had  been  delivered  to 
the  fevertd  courts  of  Europe,  containing  a  fummary 
of  thofe  fadts  which  related  to  the  prefent  war,  and 
the  negociations  by  which  it  had  been  preceded. 
He  infilled  on  the  attack  made  by  the  King  of  Eng~ 
land,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  (even  hundred  and 
fifty-four,  on  the  French  pofleffions  in  North-Ame- 
rica :   and  afterwards  by  the  Englifh  navy  on  the 
navigation  and  commerce  of  the  Englifh  fubje&s, 
ih  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  dire6t  viola- 
tion of  treaties.     He  complained  that  the  French 
foldiers  and.failors  underwent  the  harfheft  treatment 
in  the  Britifh  ifles,  exceeding  thofe  bounds  which  are 
prcfcribed  to  the  moft  rigorous  rights  of  war,  by  the 
law  of   nature,   and   common   humanity.     He  af- 
firmed, that  while  the  Englifh  miniftry,  under  the 
appearance  of  fincerity,  impofed  upon  the  French 
Ambafiador  with  falfe  proteftations,  others  diame- 
trically oppofite  to  thefe  deceitful  afliirances  of  a 
fpeedy  accommodation  were  actually  carrying  into 
execution  in  North- America :  That  while  the  Court 
of  London  employed  every  caballing  art,  and  fquan- 
dered  away  the  fubfidies  of  England,  to  inftigatc 
other  powers  againft  France,    his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty  did  not  even  afk  of  thefe  powers  the  fuc- 
cours  which  guarantees  and  defeniive  treaties  autho- 

rifed 
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krifed  him  to  demand:   but  recommended  to  them 
fucji  meafiues  only  as  tended  to  their  own  peace  and 
fecurity:  That  while  the  Englifh  navy,  by  the  mod 
odious  violences,  and  fometimes  by  the  vileii  artifices 
made  captures  of  French  veflels,  navigating  in  full 
fecurity  under  the  fafeguard  of  publick.  faith,   his 
Mod  Chrillian  Majefty  releafed  an  Englifh  frigate 
taken  by  a  French   fquadron;    and  Britifh  ycUhls 
traded  to  the  ports  of  France  without  moleftation. 
That  the  (hiking  contraft  formed  by  thefe  different 
methods  of  proceeding  would  convince  all  Europe, 
that  one  court  was  guided  by  motives  of  jealoufy, 
ambition/ and  avarice,  and  that  the  conduct  of  the 
other  was  founded  on  principles  of  honour,  juftice, 
and  moderation  :  That  the  vague  imputations  con- 
tained in  the  King  of  England's  declaration,   had 
5n  reality  no  foundation;   and  the  very, 'manner  in 
which  they  were  fet  forth  would  prove  their  futility 
and  falfehood :  That  the  mention  made  of  the  works 
at  Dunkirk,    and  troops   aflembled  on  the  coafts 
of  the  ocean,  implied  the  moft  grofs  attempt  to  de- 
ceive mankind  into  a  belief  that  thefe  were  the 
points  which  determined  the  King  of  England  to 
iflue  orders  -for  feizing  the  French  veflels ;  whereas 
the  works  at  Dunkirk  were  not  begun  till  aftey  two 
.French  fhips  of  war  had  been  taken  by  an  Englifh 
fquadron  ;  and  depredations  had  been  committed  fix 
months  upon  the  iuhjelts  of  France  before  the  firft 
battalions  began  their  march  for  the  fea  fide.     In  a 
word,  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  laying  afide  that  po- 
Htenefs  and  decorum  on  which  his  people  value  themi- 
felves  above  all  the  nations  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
very  roundly  taxes  his  brother  Monarch's  adminiftra- 
tion  with  piracy,  perfidy,   inhumanity,  and  deceit. 
A    charge  conveyed   in    fuch    reproachful    terms, 
againft  one  of  the  moft  refpe&able  crowned  heads 
in. Europe,  will  appear  the  more  extraordinary  and 
injurious,  if  we  confider  that  the  accufers  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  falfity  of  their  own  imputations, 

and 
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and  at  the  fame  time  confcious  of  having  pra&ifedc  H  A  p. 
thofe  very  arts  which  they  affedled  fo  much  to  decry.      v* 
For  after  all,   it  mud  be    allowed,    that  nothing^^C*' 
could  be  juftly  urged  againft  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment, with  refpedt  to  France,  except  the  omiffion 
©f  a  mere  form,   which  other  nations  might  inter- 
pret intp  an  irregularity,  but  could  not  conftrue  into 
perfidious    dealing,   as  the  French  had  previously 
violated  the  peace  by  their  infolence  arid  encroach- 
ments. 

$  XXIX.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  opinion 
of  other  nations,  certain  it  is,  the  fubje&s  of  Great- 
Britain   heartily  approved    of  the    hoftilities    com- 
mitted and  intended    againft  a  people,  whom  they 
have  always  confidered    as    their  natural  enemies, 
and  the  incendiaries  of  Europe.     They  chearfully 
contributed  to  the   expence    of  armaments,*    and 
feemed  to  approve  of  their  deftination,  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  wipe  off  the  difgraces  they  had  fuf- 
tained  in  the  defeat  of  Braddock,  and  the  lqfi  of 
Minorca.     The  laft  event  made  a  deep  impreflion 
upon  the  minds  of  the  community.     An  addrefs  was 
prefented  to  the  King  by  the  Lord-Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Common-Council  of  London,  containing 
firong  hints   to  the   difadvantage  of  the  miniftry. 
They  exprefled    their    apprehenfion,  that  the  lofs 
of  the  important  fortrefs  of  St.  Philip  and  ifland  of 
Minorca,  pofieffions  of  the  utmoft  conference  tb 
the  commerce  and  naval  ftrength  of  Great-Britain, 
without  any  attempt  by  timely  and  effectual  fuccours 
to  prevent  or  defeat  an  attack,  after  fuch  early  notice 
of  the  enemy's  intentions,  and  when  his  Majelty's 
navy  was  fo  evidently   fuperior  to  theirs,  would  be 
an  indelible  reproach  on  the  honour  of  the  Britifh 

*  Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war,  the  French  (hips  and 
cargoes  which  had  been  t.ikcn  were  trie^,  and  condemned  as  legal 
prizes,  expofed  to  publick  Talc,  and  their  produce  Judged  in  the  Bank; 
but  in  what  manner  this  money,  amounting  to  a  iarge  iuro,  was  da- 
ti  touted  or  employed,  we  have  not  been  able  to  difcover. 

6  nation. 
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BOO  Knation.  They  expatiated  uppn  the  imminent  dan- 
|J[^*  ger  to  which  the  Britifh  poflejfions  in  Amerjc*  weie 
1756.  expofed,  by  the  mifmanagement  and  delays  which 
had  attended  the  defence  of  thofe  invaluable  colo- 
nies, the  object  of  the  prefent  war,  the  principal 
fource  of  the  wealth  and  ftrength  of  tbefe  kingdoms. 
They  lamented  the  want  of  a  conftitutional  well- 
regulated  militia,  the  moft  natural  and  certain  de- 
fence againft  all  invaders  whatsoever.  Tfyey  figni- 
fied  their  hope,  that  the  authors  of  the  late  Iofles  and 
■  difappointments  would  be  dete&ed,  and  brought  to 
condign  punifhment:  that  his  Majefty's  known  in- 
tentions of  protedUng  and  defending  his  fubje&s  in 
their  rights  and  pofleffions  might  be  faithfijlly  and 
vigoroufly  carried  into  execution;  and  the  lai^e 
fiippHes,  fo  neceflarily  demanded,  and  fo  cheerfully 
granted,  might  be  religioufly  applied  to  the  defence 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  their  colonies,  and  their  com- 
merce, as  well  as  to  the  annoyance  of  fheir  invete- 
rate and  perfidious,  enemies  the  oply  Aire  jpe^ns  of 
obtaining  a  lafting  and  honourable  peace.  In 
pnfwer  to  this  addrels  the  King  aflured  them,  that 
he  would  not  foil  to  do  juftice  upon  any  perfons  who 
Ihould  have  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  him  and 
their  country;  toinforce  obedience  and  .discipline  in 
his  fleets  and  armies;  and  to  fupport  the  authority 
and  refpeft  due  to  his  government.  Remondrances 
pf  die  lame  kind  were  prefented  by  different  counties 
and  corporations;  and  the  populace  clamoured  aloud 
for  inquiry  and  juftice. 

§  XXX.  The  firft  vitfim  offered  to  the  enraged 
multitude  was  the  unfortunate  General  Fowke,  jvho 
had  been  Deputy-Governor  of  Gibraljtar,  a«d  be- 
haved with  remarkable  cpndudt  and  integriry  in  the 
exercife  of  that  important  officer,  till  that  period, 
when  he  fell  under  the  difpleafure  of  the  govern- 
ment. He  was  now  brought  to  trial  before  a  board 
of  general  officers,  and  accufed  of  having  difobeyed 
the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  Secretary  at  war 

in 
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in  three  fucceffive  letters,*  touching  the  relief  of c hap, 
Minorca.    Mr.  Fowke  alledged  in  his  own  defence  .JJV, 
that  the  orders  were  coafufed  and  contradidory,^^^^ 
and  implied  a  difcretionary  power:   that  the  whole 
number  of  his  garrifon  did  not  exceed  two  thou* 
fand  fix  hundred  men,  after  he  had  fpared  two  hun- 
dred 


*  To  Lieut.  6*7r.- Fowke,  or,  in  his  ahfenct,  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  in  bis  Majeftfs  garrifon  gf  Gibraltar. 

SIR,  War-Office,  March  at,  typtm 

I  am  com  rounded  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  it  hit  Majefty's  pleasure 
that  you  receive  into  your  garrifon,  Lord  Robert  BertiVs  regiment,  to 
do  duty, there;  and  in  cafe  you  fliould  apprehend  that  the  French 
intend  to  make  any  attempt  upon  his  Majefty's  ifland  of  Minorca,  k 
is  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  that  you  make  a  detachment  out  of  the  troops 
in  your  garrifon  equal  to  a  battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  a  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel and  Major  j  fiich  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Major  to  be 
the  eldeft  in  your  garrifon,  to  be  put  on  board  the  fleet  for  the  relief  of 
Minorca,  as  the  Admiral  (hall  think  expedient,  who  is  to  carry  them 
to  the  fa  id  ifland.  I  am, 

Your  humble  ferrant,      ^  B# 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Fowke,  or,  in  his  abfence,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  at 
Gibraltar. 

8 1 R  >  War-Office,  March  *6,  175*. 

I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  his  Majefty's  pleafure, 
in  cafe  the  ifland -of  Minorca  mould  be  in  any  likelihood  of  being  at- 
tacked, tbat  you  make  a  cletachment  from  the  troops  in  your  garrifon 
equal  to  a  battalion,  commanded  by  a  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Major, 
for  the  relief  of  that  place,  to  be  put  on  board  the  fleet,  at  the  diipo- 
fition  of  the  Admiral:  fuch  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Major  to  be  the 
eldeft  in  your  garrifon. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Fowke,  or,  tn  bis  abfence,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  m 
bis  Majeftfs  garrifon  in  Gibraltar. 

S I  R#  War-Office,  April  1, 1756. 

It  is  his  Majeftys  pleafure,   that  you  receive  into  your  garrifon 

the  women  and  children   belonging  to  Lord  Robert  Bertie's  regi- 
ment. 6 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  Fowke,  or,  the  Commander  in  Chief  at  Gibraltar. 

s  1 R*  War-Office,  May  ia,  1756. 

I  wrote  to  yon  by  General  Steward:  if  that  order  is  not  complied 
with,  then  you  are  now  to  make  a  detachment  of  feven  hundred  men 
out  of  your  own  regiment  and  Guife'sj  and  alfo  another  detachment 
out  of  pulteney's  and  Panmure's  regiments,  and  fend  them  on  board 
Che  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Mahon.  But  if  that  order  has  been  com- 
plied 
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boo  Kdrcd  and  fcventy-five  to  the  (hips  commanded  by 
in-     Mr*  Edgeciimbc;    that  the  ordinary  dutv  fcf -thfe* 

^^^garrifon  requiring  eight  hundred  men,  ttie  whole 
number  was- not  fufficient  for  three  reliefer  that;  4f 
he  had  detached  a  battalion  on  board  the  fleet,  he 
fhould  not  have  had  above  two  reHcfe,  at  a  'Htm 
when  he  believed  "the  place  was  in  danger  oT'befftg- 
attacked,  for  good  rcalons,  which  he  did  hbt  thJWc 
himfelf  at  liberty  to  mention;  that  his  orders  beitog 
doubtful,  he  held  a  council*  of  war,  which  "Was  5f 
opinion,  that  as  undoubted  intelligence  was  received 
or  the  French  army's  being  landed  at  Minorca,  to 
the  number  of  between  thirteen  and  fixteen  thoufand 
men,  and  that  a  French  fquadron  of  iixteen  fhips 
tf  as  ftationed  off  the  harbour,  and  fending  a  detach- 
ment equal  to  a  battalion  from  Gibraltar  would  be 
an  ineffectual  fupply  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  and 
a  weakening  of  the  garrifon  from  which  they  muft  be 
fent.  He  obferved,  that  fuppofing  the  orders  to 
have  been  pofitive,  and  feven  hundred  men  de- 
tached to  Minorca,  the  _  number  remaining  at 
Gibraltar  would  not  have  exceeded  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  fifty-fix:  a  deduction  of  feven 
hundred  more,  according  to  the  order  of  May  the 
twelfth,  would  have  left  a  remainder  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fix:  that  the  men  daily  on  duty  in 
the  garrifon,  including  artificers  and  laboured  in 
the  King's  works,  amounted  to  /eight  httndred  and 
thirty-nine;  fo  that  if  he  had  complied 'with*  the 
owlets  as  they  arrived,  he  would  not  nave  had- more 

than  feventeen  men   over  and  above  the  norther 

i 

plied  with,  then  you  are  to  make  only  one  detachment  of  ftvwi  Jtotf* 
ilr^d  tneq9    to;  be  commanded  by  another  Lieutcnan&Cojonel  ttf^ 
Majors  a  rid -to  fend  iMo  Mahon  \  and  you  are  alfo  to  detain  all  Tuc&[" 
emptv  rcffeJi  an  fliaH  comr  into  your  harbour,  and  keep  tfienPnMWK  - 
difeeftfor  any  father  tranfportatioit  of  troopa.    I  hare  aifo^ur Jtatlt 
Hushnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  command*,  to  d<£re  tb^jrw 
win  keep  v6ur  garrifon  at  alert  as  poffible,  duringfthh  cfnreai*mUe, 
"  ive  fti  * 


and 'civ*  fuch  other  affifance  at  may  bo  in  your  power  fat  i _ 

ofe-glinofca^  takings  care,  however,  not  to  fatigu*  or  endffW^lpur  # 
own  ffarrifiun  %  "     "        *    '" '  * 
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neoHfejy  fo*  ^  <fefy  work  °f  ^e  gatrifbai  thusCH  A  p. 
the  important  fortrefs  of   Gibraltar  muft,   at]t^,-^3~' 
cxi^al  coiyun&uie,    have  been  left  almoft  naked.    i756. 
and  defoncelefc  to  the  attempts  of  the  enemy;  and 
had  tkofe  detachments  been  a&ually  fent  abroad, 
it  afterwards  appeared  that  they  could  not  have  been 
loaded  on  the  lfland  of  Minprca.    The  order  trans- 
mitted to  General.  Fowke.  to  detain  all  empty  veffels, 
for  a  further  tranfportation  of  troops,  fecms  to.  have 
been  fuperfluous;  .for  it  can  hardly  be  jfuppofed  he 
could  have  occafion  for  them,  unlet  to  embark  the 
whole  garrifon  and  abandon  the  place..    It-feems 
likewife  to  have  been  unneceflary  to  exhort  the  Ge-> 
neral  to  keep  his  .garrifon  as  alert  as  poflible,  during 
that  critical  time;  inafmuch  as  it  would  have  been 
impoffible  for  the  men  to  have  enjoyed  the  leail  repofe 
or  intermiffion  of  duty,  had  the  orders  been  punc- 
tually and  literally  obeyed.    What  other  afliftance  it 
might  have  been  in  the  Governor's  power  to  give 
for  the  relief  of  Minorca,   or  in  what  manner  he 
could  avoid  fatiguing  his  garrifon,  while  there  was 
an  impoffibility  of  relieving  the  guards,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  comprehend.     Be  that  as  it  may,  when  the  trial 
was  finifhed,  and  the  qutftion  put  to  acquit  or  fuf- 
pendfor  one  year,  the  court  was  equally  divided; 
and  in  fuch  cafes  the  cafting  vote  being,  vefted  .in 
the  president,  he  threw  it  into  the  fcale  againft  the 
prifoner,  whom  his  Majeily  thought  fit  to  difinifs 
from  his  fervice. 

$  XXXI.  The  expedation  of  the  publick  was 
now  eagerly  turned  towards  America,  the  chief,  if 
not  the  fole  fcene  of  our  military  operations.  On 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  Mr.  Abercrombie 
arrived  at  Albany,  the  frontier  of  New- York,  and 
affumed  the  command  of  the  forces  there  aflemtyed, 
confiding  of  two  regiments  which  htd  fared  under 
Braddock,  two  battalions  raifed  in  America,  two 
regiments  now  tranfported  from  England)  four  in- 
dependent companies  which  had  been  tiiairy  years 

vol.  ui.  Mz*  maintained 
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book  maintained  in  New- York,  the  New-Jerfey  regiment, 
lllm      four  companies  levied   in  ^Torth-Carolina,    and   a 

^^756?^  body  of  provincial  forces  raifed  by  the  government 
of  New-England.  Thofe  to  the  fouthward,  includ- 
ing Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  bad  not 
yet  determined  on  any  regular  plan  of  operation, 
and  were  moreover  hand  prefied  in  defending  their 
weftern  frontier  From  the  French  and  Indians,  who, 
in  flail  king  parties,  made  fudden  irruptions  upon 
their  unguarded  fettlcments,  burning,  plundering, 
and  maflacring  with  the  moft  favage  inhumanity. 
As  for  South-Carolina,  the  proportion  of  negro- 
flaves  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  was  fo 
great  in  that  colony,  that  the  government  could  not, 
with  any  regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  province,  fpare 
any  reinforcement  for  the  general  enterprize.  The 
plan  of  this  undertaking  had  been  fettled  in  the  pre- 
ceding year  in  a  council  of  war,  held  at  New- York. 
There  it  was  refolved  to  attack  the  fort  of  Niagara, 
fituated  between  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  in  order 
to  cut  off  the  communication  between  Canada  and 
Louisiana,  and  prevent  the  French  from  fupporting 

I  their  new  fortretfes  on  the  Ohio :  to  reduce  Ticon- 

derago  and  Crown-Point,  fo  that  the  frontier  of 
New- York  might"  be  delivered  from  the  danger  of 
an  invafion,  and  Great-Britain  become  mafter  of 
the  lake  Champlain,  over  which  the  forces  might 
be  traaf ported  in  any  future  attempt:  to  befiege 
Fort  Du  Quefne  upon  the  Ohio;  and  to  detach  a 
body  of  troops  by  the  river-Kennebec,  to  alarm  the 
capital  of  Canada.  This  plan  was  too  extenfive  for 
the  number  of  troops  which  had  been  prepared :  the 
feafon  was  too  far  advanced  before  the  regiments 
arrived  from  England,  the  different  colonies  were 
divided  in  their  opinions,  and  Mr.  Abercrombie 
poftponed  the  execution  of  any  important  fcheme 
till  the  arrival  of  Lord  Loudoun,  who  was  daily  ex- 
pe&ed.  The  reafons  that  delayed  the  reinforce- 
ment, and  detained  his  lordftiip  fo  long,  wi  do  not 
-  -    -  •— pBtfend 
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pretend  to  explain:  though  we  maybe  allowed  toe  HA  P. 
obferve,  that  many  fair  opportunities  have  been  loft,      v- 
by  the  negleft  and  procraftination  of  an  Englifh  nn-^*^/ 
niihy. .  Certain  it  is,  the  unaccountable  delay  of  this 
armament  rendered  it  ufelefs  for  a  whole  year,  af- 
forded time  and  leifure  to  the  enemy  to  take  their 
precautions  againft  any  fubfeqitent  attack,   and,  in 
the  mean  time,  to  proceed  unmolefted  in  diftrefling 
the  Britifh  fettkments.     Even  before  this   period, 
they  had  attacked  and  reduced  a  fmall  poft  in  the 
country  of  the  Five  Nations,  occupied  by  twenty- 
five  Englifbmen,  who  were  cruelly  butchered  to  a 
man,  in  the  midft  of  thofe  Indians  whom  Great- 
Britain  had  long  numbered  among  her  allies. 

-  $  XXXII.  Soon  after  this  expedition,  having  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  a  confiderable  convoy  of  pro- 
vrfions  and  ftores,  for  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego,  would 
in  a  little  time  fet  out  from  Schene<5lady,  and  be  con- 
veyed in  batteaux  up  the  river  Onondaga,  they 
formed  an  ambufcade  among  the  woods  and  thickets 
on  the  north  fide  of  that  river;  but  underftanding 
the  convoy  had  pafled  before  they  reached  the  place, 
they  refolved  to  wait  the  return  of  the  detachment. 
The  defign,  however,  was  fruftratcd  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  valour  of  Colonel  Bradftreet,  who  expe6ted 
fuch  an  attempt,  and  had  taken  his  meafures  accord- 
ingly. On  the  third  day  of  July,  while  he  ftemmed 
the  ftream  of  the  river,  with  his  batteaux  formed 
into  three  divifions,  they  were  faluted  with  the  Indian 
war-whoop,  and  a  general  difcharge  of  mufquetry 
from  the  north  fhore.  Bradftreet  immediately  or- 
dered his  men  to  land  on  the  oppofite  bank,  and 
with  a  few  of  the  foremoft  took  pofleffion  of  a  fmall 
ifland,  where  he  was  forthwith  attacked  by  a  party 
of  thfc  enemy,  who  had  forded  the  river  for  that 
purpofe;  but  thefe  were  foon  repulfed.  Another 
body  having  pafled  a  mile  higher,  he  advanced  to 
them  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  men,  and  fell  upon 
them,  fword  in  hand,  with  ftich  vigour,  that  many 
were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  the  reft  driven  into  the 

MM2  river 
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Kriver  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  a  coniiderable 
number  of  them  were  drowned.  Having  received 
information  that  a  third  body  of  them  had  pafled 
at  a  ford  ftill  higher,  he  marched  thither  without  he* 
fitation,  andpurfued  them  to  the  other  fide*  where 
they  were  entirely  routed  and  difperfed.  In'  this 
a&ion,  which  lafted  near  three  hours,  about  feventy 
of  the  batteau  men  were  killed  or  wounded,  but  the 
enemy  loft  double  the  number  killed,  and  above  fe- 
venty taken  prifoners.  In  all  probability  the  whole 
detachment  of  the  French,  amounting  to  feven  hun- 
dred men,  would  have  been  cut  off,  had  not  a  heavy 
rain  interpofed,  and  difabled  Colonel  Bradftreet  from 
following  his  blow;  for  that  fame  night  he  was  joined 
by; 'Captain  Patten  with  his  grenadiers,  in  his  march 
froiji  Oneida  to  Ofwego,  and  next  morning  rein- 
forced with  two  hundred  men,  detached  to  his  affift- 
ance  from  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego;  but  by  this  time 
the  rivulets  were  fo  fwelled  by  the  rain,  that  it  was 
found  impracticable  topurfue  the  enemy  through  the 
woods  and  thickets.  Patten  and  his  grenadiers  ac- 
companied the  detachment  to  Ofwego,  while  Brad- 
ftreet purfued  his  voyage  to  Schene£ady,  from 
whence  he  repaired  to,  Albany,  and  communicated 
to  General  Abercrombie  the  intelligence  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  prifoners,  that  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy  were  encamped  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  lake 
Ontario,  provided  with  artillery,  and  all  other  im- 
plements to  befiege  the  fort  of  Ofwego. 

$  XXXIII.  In  confequence  of  this  information, 
Major-General  Webb  was  ordered  to  hold  himfelf 
in  readinefs  to  march  with  one  regiment  to  the  relief 
of  that  garrifon;  but,  before  they  could  be  provided 
with  neceflaries,  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  arrived  at  the 
head-quarters  at  Albany,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  July.  The  army  at  this  time  is  faid  to  have 
confided  of  regular  troops  to  the  number  of  two 
thoufand  fix  hundred,  about  feven  thoufand  pro- 
vincials, fuppofed  to  be  in  readinek  to  march  from 

Fort- 
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Fort- William- Henry,  under  the  command  of  Ge-C  HAP. 
neral  Window,  over  and  above  a  considerable  num-      v* 
ber  of  batteau-men  at  Albany  and  Schene6iady.*,,-^£*"/ 
The  garrifon  at  Ofwego  amounted  to  fourteen  hun- 
dred foldiers,  befides  three  hundred  workmen  and 
failors,  either  in  the  fort,  or  ported  in  fmall  parties 
between  the  fort  and  place  called  Burnet's  Field,  to 
fecure  a  fafe  paflage  through  the  country  of  the  Six 
Nations,  upon  whofe  friendfhip  there  was  no  longer 
any  reliance.     By  the  beft  accounts  received  of  the 
enemy's  force,  they  had  about  three  thoufand  men 
at  Crown- point  and  Ticonderoga  upon  the  lake 
Champlain:  but  their  chief  ftrength  was  colle&ed 
upon  the  banks  of  the  lake  Ontario,    where  their 
purpofe  undoubtedly  was  to  reduce  the  Englifti  fort 
at  Ofwego.    The  immediate  object,   therefore,   of 
Lord  Loudoun's  attention  was  the  relief  of  this 
place;  but  his  delign  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the 
province  of  New- York,  and  other  northern  govern- 
ments, who  were  much  more  intent  upon  the  reduc- 
tion of  Crown  Point,  and  the  fecurity  of  their  own 
frontiers,    which, they  apprehended  was  conne&ed 
with  this  conqueft.     They  infilled. upon  Window's 
being  joined  by  fome  regiments  of  regular  troops 
before  he  fhould  march  againft  this  fortrefs:   and 
fiipulated  that  a  body  of  referve  fhould  be  detained 
at  Albany,  for  the  defence  of  that  frontier,  in  cafe 
Winflow  fhould  fail  in  his  enterprise,    and  be  de- 
feated.    At  length  they  agreed,  that  the  regiment 
which  Mr.  Abercrombie  had  deftined  for  that  pur-, 
pofe  (hould  be  detached  for  the  relief  of  Ofwego: 
and  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Auguft  Major-General 
Webb  began  his  march  with  it  from  Albany;  but  on 
his  arrival  at  the  Carrying-place,  between  the  Mo- 
hock's river  and  Wood's  creek,  he  received  the  dif- 
agreeable  news  that  Ofwego  was  taken,  and  the  gar* 
riTon  made  prifoners  of  wan    Mr.  Webb,  appre- 
hending himfelf  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the 
befieging  army;   began  immediately  to  render  the 
7  creek 
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Boo  k  creek  impafiable,  even  t6  canoes,  by  felling  trees, 
11  *•  and  throwing  them  into  the  ftream;  while  the  ene- 
I?.6-  my,  ignorant  of  his  numbers,  and  apprebenfive  of 
a  like  vifitation  from  him,  took  the  very  fame  me- 
thod of  preventing  his  approach:  in  confequence 
of  this  apprehenfion,  he  was  permitted  to  retire  un- 
molefted. 

§  XXXIV;  Thelofs  of  the  two  fmall  forts,  called 
Ontario  and  Ofwego,    was  a  coniiderable  national 
misfortune.     They  were  eredled  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  great  lake  Ontario,  {landing  on  the  oppofite 
fides,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Onondago  river,  that  dis- 
charges itfelf  into  the  lake,  and  conftituted  a  poft  of 
great  importance,  where  veflels  had  been  built,  to 
cruize  upon  the  lake,  which  is  a  kind  of  inland  fea, 
and  interrupt  the  commerce  as  well  as  the  motions 
and  deligns  of  the  enemy.    The  garrifon,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  confifted  of  fourteen  hundred  men, 
chiefly  militia  and  new-raifed  recruits,    under   the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mercer,  an  officer 
of  courage  and  experience:  but  the  fituation  of  the 
fprts  was  very  ill  chofen ;  the  materials  moftly  tim- 
ber or  logs  of  wood ;  the  defences  wretchedly  con- 
trived, and  unfinifhed;   and,   in  a  word,  the  place 
altogether  untenable  againft  any  regular  approach. 
Such  were  the  forts  which  the  enemy  wifely  refblved 
to  reduce.    Being  under  no  apprehenfion  for  Crown- 
Point,  they  aflembled  a  body  of  troops,  confifting 
of  thirteen  hundred  regulars,    feventeen   hundred 
Canadians,   and  a  coniiderable   number  of  Indian 
auxiliaries,  under.the  Command  of  the  Marquis  de 
Montcalm,   a  vigilant  and  enterprifing  officer,    to 
whom  the  conduct  of  the  fiege  was  entrufied  by  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,    Governor  and  Lieutenant- 
General  of  New-France.     The  firft  flep  taken  by 
Montcalm  was  to  block  up  Ofwego  by  water  with 
'  two  large  armed  veflels,  and  poft  a  ftrong  body  of 
Canadians  on  the  road  between  Albany  and  the  forts, 
to  cut  off  all  communication  of  fuccour  and  intelli- 
gence. 
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gence.    In  the  meantime,  he  embarked  his  artil-CHAP.. 
lery  and  ftores  upon  the  lake,  and  landed  them,  in  "  v- 
th^Jpay  of  Nixouri,  the  place  of  general  reridezvbtis.*^^^ 
At  anather  creek,  within  half  a  league  of  Qfwego, 
fyfc  ere&ed  a  battery  for  the  prote&ioh  of  his  VefTels,' 
and  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Augiift,  at  midnight,  aftef. 
his  difpofitions    had  l:^en    made,    he   opened    me 
trenches  before  Fort-Ontario.    The  garriibn  liaving' 
fired  away  all  their  (hells   and  ammunition,,,  fpiked 
up  the  cannon,  and  defertiag  the  fort,  retired  next 
day  acrofs  the  river  into  Ofwego,  which  was  even]  » 

more  expofed  than  the  other,  efpecially  when  the* 
enemy  had  taken  pofleffion  of  Ontario,  from  wheric£ 
they  immediately  began  to  fire  withqut  intenrnffion. 
Colopel  Mercer  being,  on  the  thirteenth,  killed  by  £ 
.  cannon- balj,  .the  fort  deftitute  of  all  cpve.r,  the  offi- 
cers divided  in  opinion,  and  the'  garrilQn  iii  confu- 
fion,  tbey  next .  day  demanded  a  capitulation,  and 
furrendered  prifoners  of  waj^jon  condition  that  they 
Ihould  be    exempted  from    plunder,  condu&ed.  to 
Montreal,  and  treated  with  humanity,  *  Thefe  con^ 
ditions,  however,   the  Marquis  did  not  pundhialty 
obferv.e.  The  Britifh  officers  and  foldiers'were  infulted     , 
by  the  lavage  Indians,,  who.  robbed  them  of  their 
clothes, and  baggage,  maflacjed  feveral  men  as' they 
fiood  defenceiefs   on  the.  parade,  aflaflinated  Lieute- 
nant De  la  Cgprt  as  he  lay  wounded  in  his  tent,  under* 
the  protection  of  a  French  officer,  and  barbaroufly 
fcalped  all  the  fick  people  in  the  ho.fpital :  finally, 
Montcalm,  in  dire6t  violation  of  the  articles,  as  well 
as  in  contempt  of  common  humanity,  delivered  up 
above  twenty  men  of  the  .garrifon  to  the  Indians,  in 
lieu  of  the  fame  .  number  they  had  loft  during  the 
fiege;  and,  in;  all  probability,  thefe  miferable  cap- 
tives were  pitf  to  death  by  thofe  barbarians  with  the 
mod  excruciating  tortures,  according  to  the  execra- 
ble cuftom  of  the  country,     Thofe  who  countenance 
the  perpetration  of  cruelties,  at  which  human  nature 
(hudders  with   fyorror,  ought  to  be  branded  as  in- 
famous 
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fe-brdK:fathous  to  all  pofterity.  Such,  however,  were' the 
^J^^trophies  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  American  war, 
ijj*.  diftinguifhed  the  operations  of  a  people  who  pique 
themielves  upon  politenefs,  and  the  virtues  or  hu- 
manity. The  prifonefS  taken  at  Ofwego,  after 
having  been  thus  barbaroufly  treated,  were  conveyed 
in  batteaux  to  Montreal,  where  they  had  no  reafon 
to  complain  of  their  reception;  and  frefore  the  end 
of  the  year^  they  were  exchanged.  The  vigors  im- 
mediately demolifhed  the  two  forts  (if  they  deferved 
that  denomination)  in  which  they  found  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  fourteen  mortars, 
with  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition,  warlike  ftores, 

*  and  provilion,  befides  two  Hoops,  and  two  hundred 
"  batteaux,  which  likewife  fell  into  their  hands.    Such 

an 'important  magazine,  depofited  in  a  place  alto- 
gether indefenfible,   and  without  the  reach  imme- 
"  diate  fuccour,  was  a  flagrant  proof  of  egregious  folly, 

*  temerity,  and  mifcondu<ft. 

$  XXXV.  The  Earl  of  Loudoun  finding  the 
feafon  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  any  enterprise 

-  againft  the  enemy,  exerted  all  his  efedeavoufs  in 
"-making  preparations  for  an  early  campaign  in  the 

*  fpring,  fecuring  the  frontiers  •  of  the  EJrtghfh  co- 
lonies, in  forming  an  uniform  plan  of  a&on,  and 
promoting  a  Ipirit  of  harmony  among  the  different 
governments,  which  had  been  long  divided  by  jar- 
ring interefts,  and  other  fources  of  diftenfion.  Mean- 
while, the  forts  Edward  and  William-Henry  were 

-  put  in  a  proper  pofture  of  defence,  and  fecured  with 
numerous  garrifons;  and  the  forces  put  into  winter- 
quarters  at  Albany,  where  comfortable  barracks 
were  built  for  that  purpofe.  Fort-Granvilla,  on  the 
confines  of  Pennfylvania,  an  inconliderable  block- 
houfe,  was  furprifed  by  a  party  of  French  and  In- 
dians,  who  made  the  garrifon  prifoners,  confifting  of 
two-and-twenty  foldiers,  with  a  few  women  and  chil- 
dren, Thefe  they  loaded  with  flour  and  provision, 
and  drove  tbem  into  captivity;  but  the  fort  they 

reduced 
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teduced  to  afhes.  Many  (hocking  murders  wgrecHAP. 
perpetrated  upon  defencelefs  peopk  without  ^^^*^J^L* 
tion  of  age  or  fe-x,  in  different  parts  of  the  frontiers;  I7j^ 
hut  thefe  outrages  were  ip  fome  meafure  balanced 
by  the  advantages  refulting  from  a  treaty  of  -peace, 
which  the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania  concluded  with 
the  Delaware  Indians,  a  powerful  tribe  that  dwell 
Upon  the  river  Safquehanna,  forming,  as  it  were^a 
line  along  the  fouthern  fkirts  of  the  province.  At 
the  fame  time  the  Governor  of  Virginia  fecured  the 
friendship  and  alliance  of  the  Cherokees  and  Cataw* 
bas,.  two  powerful  nations  adjoining  to  that  colony, 
who  were  able  to  bring  three  thoufand  fighting  rpf  a 
into  the  field.  All  thefe  circumftances  confidered, 
Great- Britain  had  reafon  to  expedt  that  theenfuing 
campaign  would  be  vigoroufly  profecuted  in  Ame- 
rica, efpecially  as  a  frefh  reinforcement  of  troops, 
with  a  great  fupply  of  warlike  flores,  wore  fent  to  that 
country  in  fourteen  tranfports,  under  convoy  of  two 
fhips  of  war,  which  failed  from  Cork,  in  Ireland, 
about  the  beginning  of  November.  r 

$  XXXVI.  No  a£tion  of  great  importance  d& 
tinguifhed  the  naval  transactions  of  this  year  on  the 
fide  of  America.  In  the  beginning  of  June,  Captain 
Spry,  who  commanded  a  fmall  fquadron,  cruifing 
off  Louifbourg,  in  the  ifland  of  Cape-Breton,  took 
the  Arc  en  Ciel,  a  French  fhip  of  fifty  guns,  having 
on  board  near  fix  hundred  men,  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  flores  and  provifions  for  the  garrifon.  He 
likewife  made  prize  of  another  French  fhip,  with  fe» 
venty  foldiers,  two  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  two 
large  brafs  mortars,  and  other  flores  of  the  like  defti- 
nation.  On  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  July  Con*, 
modore  Holmes,  being  in  the  fame  latitude,  with 
two  large  fhips  and  a  couple  of  floops,  engaged  two 
French  fhips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  and  obliged 
them  to  fheer  off,  after  an  obftinate  difpute.  A  great 
number  of  privateers  were  equipped  in  this  country, 
as  well  as  w  the  Weft-India  iflands  belonging  to  the 

Crown 
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Boa  K  Crown  of  Great-Britain;  tod  as  thofe  feaa  fwanned 
^["*     with  French  veflels,  their  cruifes,  proved  very  ad- 
»?5^    vantageous  to  the  adventurers. 

^  XXXVII.  Scenes-  of  higher  import  were  this 
year  a£'ed  >by  the  Britifh.  amis  in   the  Eaft-Indies. 
The  ceflation  of  hoAUities  between  the  Englifh  and 
French  Companies  on  the  peninfula  of  Indus,  though 
it  encouraged  Mr.  Clive  to  vifit  his  native  country, 
was  not  of  long  duration ;  but  in  a  few  months  both 
fides  recommenced  their  operations,    no    longer  as 
auxiliaries  to  the    Princes    of  the  country,  but  as 
principals  and  rivals,  both  in  arms  and  commerce. 
Major  Laurence,  who .  now  enjoyed  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  Englifh  force,  obtained  divers  advan- 
tages over  the  enemy;  and  proiecul-cd.his  fucoefs 
wjtfaufuch  vigour,  as,  ill  all  probability,  would  in  a 
Iktie  time  have  terminated  the  war  according  to  his 
awn  wifh,  when  the  progrefs  of  his  arms  was  inter- 
rupted and  fufpended  by  an  unfortunate  event  at  Cal- 
cutta, the  caufe  of  which  is  not  eafily  explained:  for 
extraordinary  pains  have  been  take©  to  throw  a  veil 
ever  focne  transactions,  from  whence  this,  calamity 
wtas  immediately  or  remotely  derived.:  ■     .  •    •  •    « 
;  $  XXXVIII.  The  old  Suba  or  Viceroy, of  Bengal 
Bahar,  and  Orixa,  dying  in  the  j&$Qtfr»  of  April,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fijfty-iix, 
was  fiurceeded  by  his  adopted  fan,  Sur  Raja  al  Dow- 
lat,  a  young  man  of  violent  paflioos,  without  prin- 
ciple, fortitude,  or  good  faith,  who  began  hisadoai- 
mftration  with  ads  of  perfidy  and  violence.     In  all 
probability,  his  defign  againft  the  Englifh  fettlements 
was  fuggefted  by  his  rapacious  difpofition,  or  a  belief 
that  they  abounded  with  treafure;  as  the  pretences 
which  he  ufed  for  commencing  hoftiHues  were  alto- 
gether   inconfiftent,    falfe    and    frivolous.     In  the 
month  of  May,   he  caufed  the   Englifh  fa&ory  at 
Caffimbuzzar  to  be  invefted,  and  inviting.  Mr.  Watts, 
the  chief  of  the  factory,  to.  a  conference,  under  the 
fandtion  of  a  fafe  conduct,  k  detained  him  as  prifoner ; 

then, 
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then*  by  means  of  fraud  and  force  intermingled,  c  h  a  p* 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  fa&ory. .  This  exploit     v: 
being  achieved,  he  made  no  fecret  of  his  defign  to   If  ^ 
deprive  the   Englifh    of  their    fettlements.     With 
this  view  he  marched  to  Calcutta,  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  army,  and  inverted  the  place,  which  was 
then  in  no  pofture  of  defence. 

^  XXXIX.  The  Governor,  intimidated  by  die 
number  and  power  of  the  enemy,  abandoned  the 
fcrt,  and  with  fome  principal  perfons  refiding  in  the 
fettlement,  took  refuge  on  board  a  ihip  in  the  river, 
<tarrying  along  with  them  their  mod  valuable  effe&s, 
and  the  books  of  the  company.  Thus  the  defence 
of  die  place  devolved  to  Mr.  Holwell,  the  fecond 
in  command,  who,  with  the  afliftance  of  a  few  gal~ 
hint  officers,  and  a  very  feeble  garrifon,  maintained 
it  with  uncommon  courage  and  refolution  againft 
feveral  attacks,  until  he  was  overpowered  by  num- 
bers, and  the  enemy  had  forced  their  way  into  the 
caflle..  Then  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit;  and  the  - 
Suba,  or  Viceroy,  promifed  on  the  word  of  a  foldier, 
that  no  injury  fhould  be  done  to  him  or  his  garrifon. 
Neverthelefs,  they  were  all  driven,  to  the  number  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-fix  perfons  of  both  fexes,  into 
a  place  called  the  Black  Hole  Prifon,  a  cube  of  about 
eighteen  feet,  walled  up  to  the  eaftward  and  fouthwand, 
the  only  quarters  from  which  they  could  expert  the 
.  leaft  refrelhing  air,  and  open  to  the  weftward  by  two 
windows  ftrongly  barred  with  iron,  through  which 
there  was  no  perceptible  circulation.  The  htimane 
reader  will  conceive  with  honor  the  miferable  fitua- 
tzorito  which  they  muft  have  been  reduced,  when 
thus  ftcwed  up  in  a  clofe  fultry  night  under  fuch  a  % 

climate  as  that  of  Bengal,  efpecially  when  he  reffafts 
that  many  of  them  were  woUndad,  and  all  of  them 
fatigued  with  hard  duty.  Tranfported  with  rage  to 
find  themfelves  thus  barbtfroufty  cooped  up  in  a 
place  where  they  muft  be  expofed  to  fuffbeation, 
thofe  haplef6  viftims  endeavoured  to  force  open  the 

door, 
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Boo  Kdoor,  that  they  might  rufh  upon  the  fwords  of  the 
ni.     barbarians  by  whom  they  were  {unrounded:-  but  all" 

^^T"'  their  efforts  were  inefFe&ual;  the  door  was  mode  te 
open  inwards,  and  being  once  fhut  upon  them,  the  - 
crowd  prefled  upon  it  fo  ftrongly  as  to  render  all 
their  endeavours    abortive  r   then    they  were  over- 
whelmed with  diftra&ion  and  difpare.     Mr.  Hoi  well; 
who  had  placed  himfelf  at  one  of  the  windows,  ac~  > 
cofted  a  Jemmautdaar,    or  ferjeant  of  the  Indian*  • 
guard,  and  having  endeavoured  to  excite  his  com- 
panion, by  drawing  a  pathetick  picture  of  their  fuf- 
ferings,    promifed  to  gratify  him*  with  a  thoufand 
rupees  in  the  morning,  if  he  could  find  means  to 
remove  one  half  of  them  into  a  feparate  apartment. 
The  foldier,  allured  by  the  promife  of  fuch  a  reward, 
afiured  him  he  would  do  his  endeavour  for  their 
relief,  and  retired  for  that  purpofe,    but  in  a  few 
minutes  returned,  and  told  him  that  the  Suba,  by 
whofe  order  alone  fuch  a  ftep  could  be  taken,  was 
afleep,  and  no  perfon  durft  difturb  his  repofe.     By 
this  time  a  profufe  fweat  had  broke  out  on  every  in- 
dividual, and  this  was  attended  with  an  infatiable 
thirft,  which  became  the  more  intolerable  as  the 
body  was  drained  of  its  moifture.    In  vain  thofe 
miserable  obje&s  dripped  themfelves  of  their  clothes, 
fjquatted  down  on  their  hams,  and  fanned  the  air 
with  their  hats,  to  produce  a  refreshing  undulation. 
Many  were  unable  to  rife  again  from  this  pofture, 
but  felling  down  were  ♦taxiao  death,  or  fufFocated. 
The  dreadful  fymptom  of  thirft  was  now  accompa- 
nied with  a  difficulty  of  refpiration,  and  every  indi- 
vidual gafped  for  breath.     Their  defpair  became 
outrageous:  again  they  attempted  to  force  the  door, 
and  provoke  the  guard  to  foe  upon  them  by  execra- 
tion and  abufe,    The  cry  of  *   Water !  Water  ln 
iflued  from  every  mouth.    Even  the  Jemmautdaar 
was  moved  to.compaiTion  at  their  diftrefs.    He  or- 
dered his  foldiers  to  bring  fome  fkins  of  water,  which 
ferved  only  to  enrage  the  appetite,  and  increafe  the 

geneptf 
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general  agitation.  There  was  no  other  way  of  con-C  hap. 
veying  it  through  the  windows  but  by  hats,  and  Ais.^*^ 
was  rendered  inefie&ual  by  the  eagernefs  and  tranf-  ,7$^  , 
ports  of  the  wretched  prisoners,  who  at  light  of  it 
firaggled  and  raved  even  into  fits  of  delirium.  In 
confequence  of  thefe  contefts,  very  little  reached 
thofe  who  flood  neareft  the  windows,  while  the  reft, 
at  the  fartheft  end  of  the  prifon,  were  totally  excluded 
from  all  relief,  and  continued  calling  upon  their 
friends  for  afliftance,  and  conjuring  them  by  all  the 
tender  ties  of  pity  and  afte&ion.  To  thofe  who  were 
indulged,  it  proved  pernicious;  for,  inftead  of  al- 
laying their  thirft,  it  enraged  their  impatience  for 
more.  The  confufion  became  -general  and  horrid ; 
all  was  clamour  and  conteft;  thofe  who  were  at  a 
diftance  endeavoured  to  force  their  paflage  to  the 
window,  and  the  weak  were  prefled  down  to  the 
ground,  never  to  rife  again.  The  inhuman  ruffians 
without  derived  entertainment  from  their  mifery: 
they  fupplied  the  prifoners  with  more  water,  and 
held  up  lights  dole  to  the  bars  that  they  might 
enjoy  the  inhuman  pleafure  of  feeing  them  fight  for 
the  baneful  indulgence.  Mr.  Holwell  feeing  all  his 
particular  friends  lying  dead  around  him,  and  tram- 
pled upon  by  the  living,  finding  himfelf  wedged  up  . 
lo  clofe  as  to  be  deprived  of  all  motion,  begged,  as 
the  laft  inftance  of  their  regard,  that  they  would  re- 
move the  preflure,  and  allow  him  to  retire  from  the 
window,  that  he  might  die  in  quiet.  Even  in  thofe 
dreadful  circumftances,  which  might  be  fuppofed 
to  have  levelled  all  diftin&ion,  the  poor  delirious  ' 
wretches  manifefted  a  refpeS  for  his  rank  and  cha- 
racter:  they  forthwith  gave  way,  and  he  forced  his 
paflage  into  the  centre  of  the  place,  which  was  not 
crowded  fo  much,  becaufe,  by  this  time,  about 
one-third  of  the  number  had  perifhed,  and  lay  in 
little  compafs  on  the  floor,  while  the  reft  ftill 
crowded  to  both  windows.  He  retired  to  a  platform 
at  the  farther  end  of  the  room,  and  laying  down  upon  / 
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boo  Kfome  df  his  dead  friends,  recommended  his  foul   to 
nI-     heaven.     Here   his  thirft  grew   infupportable  $     hi* 

*"^Z^ difficulty  in  breathing  increafed,  and  he  was  feized 
with  a  ftrong  palpitation.     Thefe  violent  fymptoms, 
which  he  could  not  bear/  urged  hm  to  make  an- 
other effort:  he  forced  his  way  back  to  the  window, 
and  cried  aloud,  "  Water !  for  God's  fake  }"     He 
had   been  fuppofed  already  dead  by  his  wretchei 
companions,  but  finding  him  ftill  alive,  they  exhi- 
bited another  extraordinary  proof  of  tendernefs  and 
Tegard  to   his  perfon :    "  Give  him  water/'    they 
cried;  nor  would  any  of  them  attempt  to  touch  it 
*  until  he  had  drank.     He  now  breathed  more  freely, 
and  the  palpitation  ceafed  :  but  finding  himfelf  ftttl 
more  thirfty  after  drinking,  he  abftained  from  wa- 
tet,    and  moiftened  his  mouth  from  time  to  time, 
by  fucking  the  perfpiration  from  his  fhirt  fleeves.* 
The  miferable  prifoners,  perceiving  that  water  rather 
aggravated  than  relieved  their  diftrefs,  grew  clamor- 
ous for  air,  and  repeated  their  infults  to  the  guard, 
loading  the  Suba  and  his  Governor  with  the  moft 
virulent  reproach.     From  railing,  they  had  recourie 
to  prayer,  befeeching  heaven  to  put  an  end  to  their 
mifery.     They  now  began  to  drop  on  all  hands; \ 
btrt  then  a  fleam  arofe  from  the  living,  and  the  dead, 
as  pungent  and  volatile  as  fpirit  of  hartfhorn;   fo 
that  all  who  could  not  approach  the  windows  were 
fuffocated.    Mr.  Holwell,  being  weary  of  life,  retired 
once  more  to  the  platform,  and  ftretched  himfelf  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Jervis  Bellamy,  who,  together  with 
his  fon,  a  Lieutenant,  lay  dead  in  each  other's  em- 
bracer.    In  this  fituation  he  was  foon  deprived  of 
fenfe,  and  lay  to  all  appearance  dead  till  day  broke, 
when  his  body  was  discovered,  and  removed  by  his 
farming  friends  to  one  of  the  windows,  where  the 

♦  In  h*a  defpair  of' obtaining  water,  this  ifhhnppy  gentleman  had 
attempted  to  drink  his  own  urine,  but  found  it  intolerably  bitter  j 
whereas  the  moifturr  that  flowed  from  the  poies  of  his  body  was  foft, 
pic  a  fan  t,  and  refreshing. 
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frefti  air  revived  him,  and  he  was  reftored  to  Wscha  p. 
light  and  fenfes.     The  Suba,  at  laft,  being  informed      v* 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  prifoners  were  fuffocated,  ^^^ 
inquired  if  the  chief  was  alive  ;  and  being  anfwered 
in  the  affirmative,  fent  an  order  for  their  immediate 
rcleafe^  when  no  more  than  twenty-three  furvived  of 
an  hundred  and  forty-fix  who  had  entered  alive. 

$  XL.  Nor  was  the  late  deliverance,  even  of  thefe 
few,  owing  to  any  fentiment  of  compaffion  in  thfc 
Viceroy.  He  had-  received  intimation,  th^t  there 
was  a  confiderable  treafure  fecreted  in  the  fort,  and 
that  Mr.  Holwell  knew  the  place  where  it  was  depo- 
fhed.  That  gentleman,  who,  with  his  furviving 
companions,  had  been  feized  with  a  putrid  fever 
immediately  upioh  their  reteafe,  was  dragged  in  that 
condition  before  the  inhuman  Suba,  who  queftioned 
him  about  the  treafure,  which  exifled  no  where  but 
in  hfc.own  imagination;  and  would  give"  no  credit 
to  his  proteftations,  when  he  folemnly  declared  he 
knew  of  no  fuch  depbfit.  Mr.  Holwell  and  three 
of  his  friends  were  loaded  with  fetters,  and  conveyed  > 
three  miles  to  the  Indian  camp,  where  they  lay  all 
night,  expofed  to  a  fevere  rain  :  next  morning  they 
were  brought  back  to  town,  ftill  manacled,  under 
the  fcorching  beams  of  a  fun  intenfely  hot ;  and 
muft  infallibly  have  expired,  had  not  nature  expelled 
the  fever  in  large  painful  boils,  that  covered  almoft 
the  whole  body.  In  this  piteous  condition  they 
were  embarked  in  an  open  boat  for  Muxadavad,' 
the  capital  of  Bengal,  and  underwent  fuch  cruel 
treatment  and  mifery  in  their  pelage,  as  would 
fhock  the  humane  reader,  fhould  he  perufe  the  parti- 
culars. At  Muxadavad  they  were  led  through 
the  city  in  chains,  as  a  fpe&acle  to  the  inhabitants," 
lodged  in  an  open  ftable,  and  treated  for  fome  days 
as  the  worft  of  criminals,  at  length,  the  Suba's 
grandmother  interpofed  her  mediation  in  their  be- 
half; and  as  that  Prince  was  by  this  time  convirtced 
that  there  was  no  treafure  concealed  at  Calcutta,  he 
6  ordered 
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Kordered  them  to  be  fet  at  liberty.  When  fane  of 
his  fycophants  oppofed  this  indulgence,  represent- 
ing tnajt  Mr,  Holwell  had  ftill  enough  left  to  pay  a 
confiderable  ranfom,  he  replied  with  feme  marks 
of  compundtion  and  generality,  "  If  he  has  any 
*  thing  left,  let  him  keep  it :  his  fufierings  have 
"  been  great :  he  (hall  have  his  liberty."  Mr.  Hol- 
well and  his  friends  were  no  fooner  unfettered,  than 
they  took  water  from  the  Dutch  Tankfall  or  mint, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  where  they  were 
icceived'with  great  tendernefs  and  humanity.  The 
reader,  we  hope,  will  excufe  us  for  having  thus  par- 
ticularized a  tranfa&ion  fo  interefting  and  extraor- 
dinary in  all  its  circumftances.  The  Suba  having 
deftroyed  Calcutta,  and  difoerfed  the  inhabitants, 
extorted  large  fums  from  the  French  and  Dutch 
fe£ories,  that  he  might  difplay  a  fpirit  of  impar- 
tiality againft  all  the  Europeans,  even  in  his  opprcf- 
fion,  and  returned  to  his  city  of  Muxadavad  in  tri- 
umph. By  the  redu&ion  of  Calcutta,  the  Englifh 
Eaft-India  company's  affairs  were  fo  much  embroiled 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  that  perhaps  nothing  could 
have  retrieved  diem  but  the  interpofition  of  a  na- 
tional force,  and  the  good  fortune  of  a  Clive,  whofe 
cnterprizes  were  always  crowned  with  fuccefs. 

§  XLI.  As  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  company  had, 
for  a  whole  century,  been  at  a  confiderable  expence 
in  maintaining  a  marine  force  at  Bombay,  to  pro- 
ted  their  (hips  from  the  piracies  of  the  Anurias,  who 
had  rendered  themfelves  independent  Princes,  and 
fortified  Geriah  in  that  neighbourhood ;  many  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts  had  been  made  to  deftroy  their 
naval  power,  and  reduce  the  fortrefs,^under  which 
they  always  took  fhelter.  In  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty- four,  the  fleet  of  Tullagee 
Angria,  the  reigning  Prince,  attacked  three  Dutch 
fhips  of  force,  which  they  either  took  or  deftroyed. 
Elated  with  this  fuccefs,  he  boafted  that  he  fhould 
in  a  little  time  fweep  the  feas  of  the  Europeans,  and 
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began  to  build  Come  large  fhips,  to  reinforce  hisc  H  A  P. 
grabs  and  gallivats,  which  were  the  veflels  on  which.T^, 
he  had  formerly  depended.     Next  year  his  neigh-    ,7j6# 
bours,  the  Mahrattas,  having  fignified  to  the  pre- 
lidency  at  Bombay,  that  they  were  difpofed  to  join 
in  the  neceflary  fervice  of  humbling  this  common 
enemy,  fo  formidable  to  the  whole  Malabar  coaft, 
Commodore  James  was  detached  with  fome  fhips  of 
force  to  attack  Arigria,   in  conjunction  with  thofe 
Allies.     They  accordingly  joined  him  with  feven 
grabs  and  fixty  gallivats.     They  proceeded  to  the 
harbour  of  Severndroog,  where  Angria's  fleet  lay  at 
anchor:  but  they  no  fooner  received  intelligence  of 
his  approach,  'than  they  flipped  their  cables,  and 
flood  out  to  fea.     He  chafed  them  with  all  the  can- 
vafs  he  could  carry;  but  their  veflels  being  lighter 
than  his,  they  efcaped;  and  he  returned  to  Severn- 
droog, which  is  a  fortrefs  fituated  on  an  ifland  within 
mufket  fhot  of  the  main  land,  ftrongly,  but  irregu- 
-  larly  fortified,  and  mounted  with  fifty-four  pieces  of 
cannon.     There  were  three  other  (mall  forts  on  the 
continent,  the  largeft  of  which  was  called  Goa.    On 
the  fecond  day  of  April,  the  Commodore  began  to 
batter  and  bombard  the  ifland,  fort,  and  fort  Goa, 
at  the  fame  time.    That  of  Severndroog  was  fet  on 
fire ;  one  of  the  magazines  blew  up :  a  general  con- 
flagration enfued;    the  garrifon  were  overwhelmed 
with  fire  and  confufion;  the  Englifli  feamen  landed 
under  cover  of  the  fire  from  the  (hips,  and  took  the 
place  by  ftorm  with  very  little  lofs.     The  other 
forts  were  immediately  furrendered,  and  all  of  thefe, 
by  treaty,  delivered  to  the  Mahrattas.    On  the  eighth 
of  April,    the  Commodore  anchored  off  Bancote, 
now  called  Fort  Victoria,  one  of  the  mod  northern 
parts    of   Angria's    dominion,    which    furrendered 
without  opposition,  and  ftill  remains  in  the  hands  of 
the  Englifli  Eaft-India  company,  by  the  coafent  of 
the  Mahrattas.    The  harbour  is  good,  and  here  13 
vol,  in.  N*r  a  great 
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a  great  trade  for  fait  and  other  commodities  fen* 
hither  from  Bombay. 

'      §  XLIL  It  was  in  November  following,  thai  the 
fquadron  under  Admiral  Watfon  arrived  at  Bombay, 
where  it  was  refolved  to  give  Angria  the  finifhing 
ftroke,  ftiU  in  conjunction  with  the  Mahrattas.  Mean 
while   Commodore  James  was  fent  to  reconnoitre 
GeriaJh,  the  capital  of  his  dominions,  and  to  found 
the  depth  of  the  harbour;  a  fervice  which  he  fuc- 
ccfsfully  performed.     The  Admiral  being  joined  by 
a  divifion  of  fhips,  fitted  out  at  the  Company 's  ex- 
penfe,    having  on  board  a  body  of  troops  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Clive,  failed  on  the  feventh  day 
of  February,  and  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Geriah  the  Mahratta  fleet,  confifting  of  four  grabs, 
and  forty  fmaller  veflels,  called  gallivats,  laying  to  the 
northward  of  the  place,  in  a  creek  called  Raj  i pore ; 
and  a  land-army  of  horfe  and  foot,  amounting  to 
feven  or  eight  thoufand  men,  the  whole  commanded 
by  Rhamagce  Punt,    who  had  already  taken  one 
fmall  fort,  and  was  adtually  treating  about  the  fur- 
render  of  Geriah.     Angria  himfelf  had  quitted  the 
place,  but  his  wife  and  family  remained  under  the 
protection  of  his  brother-in-law;  who,  being  fum- 
moned  to  furrender  by  a  meflage  from  the  Admiral, 
replied,  that   he  would  defend  the  place  to  the  laft 
extremity.     In  confequence  of  this  refofal,  the  whole 
Englifh  fleet  in  two  divifions,  failed  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  February  into  the  harbour,  and  fuftained  a 
warm  fire  from  the'  enemy's  batteries  as  they  pafled, 
as  well  as  from  the  grabs  ported  in  the  harbour  for 
that  purpofe  ;  this,  however,  was  foon  filenced  after 
the  fhips  were  brought  to  their  ftatioas,  fo  as  to  re- 
turn the  falutation.     Between  the  hours  of  four  and 
five  in  the  afternoon,  a  ihell  being  thrown  into  one 
of  Angria's  armed  veflels,  fet  her  on  fire ;  and  the 
flames  communicating  to  the  reft,  they  were  all  de- 
flroyed  :  between  fix  and  feven  the  fort  was  fet  on 
fire  by  another  ihell ;  and  fpon  after  the  firing  ceafed 
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on  both  fides.  The  Admiral,  fufpe<SHng that  the  chap. 
Governor  of  the  place  would  furrender  it  to  the^^^. 
Mahrattas  rather  than  to  the  Englifh,  difembarked^JJ^ 
all  the  troops  under  Mr.  Clive,  that  he  might  be 
at  hand,  in  cafe  of  emergency,  to  take  poflefiioiu 
In  the  mean  time,  the  fort  was  bombarded;  the  line 
t)f  battle  (hips  were  warped  near  enough  to  batter  in 
breach;  and  then  the  Admiral  fent  an  officer,  with 
a  flag  of  truce  to  the  Governor,  requiring  him  to 
furrender.  His  propofal  being  again  rejected,  the 
Englifh  (hips  renewed  their  fire  next  day  with  re- 
doubled vigour.  About  one  o'cldck  the  magazine 
of  the  fort  blew  up,  and  at  four  the  garrifon  hung 
out  a  white  flag  for  capitulation.  The  parley  that 
enfued  proving  inefFe&ual,  the  engagement  began 
again,  and  continued  till  fifteen  minutes  after  five; 
when  the  white  flag  was  again  difplayed,  and  how 
the  Governor  fubmitted  to  the  terms  which  were  im- 
pofed.  Angria's  flag  was  immediately  hauled  down; 
and  two  Englifh  Captains  taking  pofieffion  of  the 
fort  with  a  detachmeat,  forthwith  hoifled  the  Britifh 
enfign.  To  thefe  Captains,  whofe  names  were 
Buchannan  and  Forbes,  the  Mahrattas  offered  a 
bribe  of  fifty  thoufand  rupees,  if  they  would  allow 
them  to  pafs  their  guards,  that  they  might  take  pof- 
feflion of  the  fort  for  themfelves;  but  this  offer  was 
reje&ed  with  difSain,  and  immediately  difclofed  to 
Colonel  Clive,  who  took  eflfe&ual  meafures  to  frus- 
trate their  defign.  In  this  place,  which  was  reduced 
with  very  inconfiderable  lofs,  the  conquerors  found 
above  two  hundred  cannon,  fix  brafs  mortars,  a 
large  quantity  of.  ammunition  with  money  and 
efte&s  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
fand pounds.  The  fleet  which  was  deftroyed.  con- 
fifted  of  eight  grabs,  one  fhip  finifhed,  two  upon 
the  flocks,  and  a  good  number  of  gallivats.  Among 
the  prifoners,  the  Admiral  found  Angria*s  wife, 
children,  and  mother,  toward  whom  he  demeaned 
himfelf  with  great  humanity.  Three  hundred  Eu- 
2  ropean  * 
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Boo  Kropean  foldiers  and  as  many  fepoys,   were  left  to 
I,I#     guard  the  fort;  and   four  of  the  Company's  armed 

*"^£^veflels  remained  in  the  harbour  for  the  defence  of 
the  place,  which  was  extremely  well  fituated  for 
commerce.* 

&  XLIIL  The  Admiral  and  Mr.  Cliye  failed  back 
to  Madras  in  triumph,  and  there  another  plan  was 
formed  for  reftoring  the  Company's  affairs  upon  the 
Ganges,  recovering  Calcutta,  and  taking  vengeance 
on  the  cruel  Viceroy  of  Bengal.  In  Odlober  they 
fet  fail  again  for  the  bottom  of  the  Bay;  and  about 
the  beginning  of  December  arrived  at  Balafore,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Bengal.  Having  eroded  the  Braces, 
they  proceeded  up  the  river  Ganges  as  far  as  Falta, 
where  they  found  Governor  Drake,  and  the  other 
perfons  who  had  efcaped  on  board  of  the  fhips  when 
Calcutta  was  inverted.  Colonel  Give  was  difem- 
barked  with  his  forces  to  attack  the  fort  of  Buibudgia 
by  laijd,  while  the  Admiral  battered  it  by  fea:  but 
the  place  being  ill  provided  with  cannon,  did  not 
hold  out  above  an  hour  after  the  firing  began.  This 
conqueft  being  atchieved  at  a  very  eafy  purchafe,  two 
of  the  great  fhips  anchored  between  Tanny  fort  and 
a  battery  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  which  were 
abandoned  before  one  fhot  was  discharged  againft 
either;  thus  the  paflage  was  laid  open  to  Calcutta, 
the  reduction  of  which  we  fhall  record  among  the 
tranfa&ions  of  the  enfuing  year. 

f  *  When  the  Admiral  entered  their  apartment,  the  whole  family 
Jhedding  floods  of  tears  fell  with  their  faces  to  the  ground  ^froit 
which  being  raifed,  the  •  mother  of  Angria,  told  him,  in  a  ptteout 
tone,  the  people  had  no  king,  (he  no  fon,  her  daughter 'no  huiwnd, 
their  children  no  father*  The  Admiral  replying,  "  they  muj^iook 
upon  him  as  their  father  and  their  friend  ;  "  theyoungeft  boy,  about 
fix  years  of  age,  feifed  him  by  the  hand,  and  fobbing  exclaimed, 
«*  then  you  mall  be  my  father/*  Mr.  Watfon  was  fo  affecled  with 
thispathetick  addrefs,  that  the  tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks,  while 
he  affured  them  they  might  depend  upon  his  protection  and  friend* 
toip. 

END  OP  VOL.  III. 
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